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October 27, 1884;
Youngstown Mine, Uniontown, Pa.
14 Killed

(From Adventures in the Mines, by T. T. O'Malley, 1891, p. 181)

In one of the rooms * * * it was known that there was gas * * *
examined about half past two in the morning * * * the explosion took place
in the afternoon just as the day turn were about to quit * * *

The mine inspector * * * hurried to the mine * * and got 5 or 6 men
to follow him * * * they found men still living but overcome with the
afterdamp; these were assisted to the outside * * * and re-covered. * * *
The door * * * was left open all day for the convenience of the driver. On
the trip before the explosion * * * he had shut it, and * * * air * * * drove
the (accumulated) gas into number seven, where the driver * * * with his
naked light, exploded it. * * *



The Review
October 31, 1884

Burying the Fourteen Victims

UNIONTOWN, Pa., Oct. 30 - The funerals of the victims of the Youngstown mine
disaster took place yesterday. There was a large attendance and the services were
very impressive. The company defrayed the expenses and is doing everything pos-
sible to relieve the temporary wants of the bereaved families. There is yet no well
defined and accepted theory of the explosion. Coroner Battin’s investigation begins
tomorrow and it is hoped some facts will be brought out which will throw light on
the mystery.



Dunkirk Evening Observer
October 28, 1884

FATAL FIRE DANP.

Two Terrific Fxplosions in the Mines of
a Coal and Cok: Company Near
Uaiortown, Pa,

Or the Twenty Men In tho Mines ot the
Tiwe, Sixteen are Seppoged to Have
been Eithirr Kilted or
Sulloeaged,

T——

TIIE MIXE ON FINF

Uxioxtows, Pa.,, October 28,—About
four o'clock yesterday afternoon a terrific
explosion of fire damp occurred im the
mines of the Youngstown Coke Company,
whose works are situated four miles north
of here.  Owne loud report startled the eny
ployes, followed shortly afterwards by
another. ’[he mine I3 entered by a slope
instead of a shaft, nnd the explosion was
followed by sweeping flames which com.
Pfi:!ttlr shut off all passage to or from the
wine,

Iu the course of an hour Superintendent
Reise and others deseended the air shaft
and took out the following: Joseph Zeibly,
aged elghitecn, found dead, body burned
aml crushed; .fackson Lape, aged thirty,
suffocated by tire dnnp; Jacob Colo, aged
fifty-three, pit l'o-s, bally burned; his son
David, also badiy bumed; 4 boy named
Chauncey, burncd ned armt broken. Wash-
ington Keifer suved Linsclf by lying down
ina pool of water, The flames were too
fiesce to allow search to be prosceunted
further, and it was abandoned uwetil prepa-
rations can be completed for sunibing off
the air aml thus extinguishing the fire.

There were over twenty men in the mnine
at the time of the explosion, and It is
thought the fiftecn or sixteen vet I will
uever be taken out alive. The mine was
inspected yesterday morning a5 usual, and
it wes thought to be free from cxplosives.




Atchison Daily Globe
Atchison, Kansas
October 28, 1884

AN AWFUL FXPLOSION.

Btill Another Great Loss of Life
by & Mine Ex-
plosion.

By on Acovuutlation of Dendly Fire
Damp-—Many Lives arve
Lout,

An Imprisoned Miner's Presence of Mind--
Women aud Childron an the Scenc
-«Full Partionlars.

o ——

Uxioxtow, i, October 48.—An ex-
ploslon of Mre damp with results probably
ns futal psallended the tounble isasler at
West Sobenring last Jumary when uine
teen lives wore lost, ocencred ab the mines
nf thoe Yonngslown Coke Company fum
willea from bere botwoan tour nml five
o'elock last evenlmg. The eaploslon leoi
place iu the slxih dght heml et where
nbout twendy-five men wore ab work.  The
fire boss podle Dla onods as sl
I the woning and dissoveed no sgns of
gaz, Theday loree wenh to work andat
lourg'eloclk In lie aHelnoot wooe clieved
Ly the wight turn. Twenly minnles lster
pad josd atter tho pit o Jaines Cale and
Superintendeat Bels had eame up hom the
mibne and gone to Lo olee, an explosion
preurrol, which shallmed windowa for a
mile nroopd. Frve minutes Jaler thete
wis @ seggod  reporl, aund  innediately
alter (lmves bursl Gorth feean the gpon-
imrs, Blocking up e avenurs of enlrinee
News of the disasler  spoead  gquiekly,
ainl irends and jelatives of ihe deomed
mlnoers gnon eitbared wwomnl e mouth of
e mine, bt the feree dooss noevenbod
nmny mtlempt ab e Adler wn hou's
work, howeser, The Qames weie subiduul
suflietently to allow ol desent by way of
the alr shufl. At tals wrlilng the volune
tinrs it poly bean abile to veiel el ol thia
wine, owing to e alter dunm, and G Is
franed the entine roul of e sixlh st hog
fallen i, 10 tds is ihe case none of
the priners ab wark there ez be savell The
mien in pther pacts of the mine who escaped
niter the gxpio it oceened madea nn at-
feamid to reseue thelr compaitions, but warg

uunble w jeach then,  The killed and
Imjured  (hes  ta diseovered  wre:
Jusepht  Zebley, wighl puonper,  sioghe,
kitlxd, Jaek Lapes, mgwl thing, sihngle,
Lithetl, Juek Cole and s sun serimisly,
undl it i (hought fatally, injural. Chauneay
Wilsan, slightly injured, Washinglon
Kohber has jnst been teseual, o s net
taweh gk, as he had the preseones of mind
to lie down ut & ponl of water and neold in-
Daling Lhe gas. 'This makes six that lave
Lewn taken aul—iwo doad and Toar snjurod.
Jacob Cole and son were probally falally
hart.  Every clfoit s belng nmde to rescae
the olheg, bt up to & e loan all in vain
Thaere 1 senyguly n ehinnra for nuy ol thom o
he taken onl aliwe, as B is thonghil all have
perished fuun the demlly after damp before
this. ‘Thealt in the viemity of thw mine 1s
il with the eiles of the wives aml chal-
dren of the wmpd-oned men, Thee me
plenty of willlng bamls aud hearls who are
rendy fo1isk their lves lu tryiuy to reseun
them Sbud It 15 tagmssible to et nb
thent now, and not belore iorning will the
jurpiblp fafe bo koown, 1L is not kuown
how the gxplosion oeewired.  1E wns just
siich @ day as Uwt afle e West  Leseur-
ing divaster,.  The stmwsphime wns heavy
unit murky, whieh is iegatded as (avomble
for the necomuintlon of fdre dump In the
mines, neveitheless no s bad been dlls
coverell (n tho mine for mars than a month.




Chester Times
October 28, 1884

Fatal Efccis of Flredamp.

Uxroxrown, Po, Qet. 28.—At abont 4
o'vloci yestorday nfternoon an explosion of
firedamyp oecearred in the mines of the
Yovungstown Coke company, whose works
are situnted four miles north of Uniontown,
One lond report startled the employes, fol-
lowed shortly afterwurds Ly another. The
mine i#entered Ly o slope instoad of u shalh,
ik the exyrlosion seas follawed by sweeping
flarnes, which mmplatﬁlj-' shut off all pns-
sage to or from the mina.  In the course of
an hour Superintendent Feis nnd othems
desconded the air shaft and took cut the
[ollowing: Joseph Zeobley, nzed 18, found
tlend, boly burned and crushed; Jackson
Lapo, aged 30, suffocated by afterdamp;
Jucob Cole, aged 53, pit boss, badly burped;
his son David also badly bnrned; a boay
named Chauncey, burncd nnd arm brokem
Wash Keifor saved himself Ly lving down
in a pool of water. The flames yere toc
fierce to nilow search to be prosecuted fur-
ther, and it was abandoned until preparss
tions can by completed for shubbing off the
air and thns extinguishing the fira, There
were over twenty tmen in the mihe 2t the
titne of the exploaion, and it is thought the
fifteen or sixtoen yet in will never ba token
out alive. The mipe wax Inspected In the
morning 43 usund, and it was thought to be
free from n:plnuwea.




The Daily Republican

Wednesday evening, October 29,

Ths Youngstown Oosl Mine Disastor.

Ustoyrows, Pa., Octobar 20.—Milne
luspoctor Btelmor aad his asslatapts
worked sll of Mondsy night and until
lato yesterday morolbg removiog the
bodles of the dead aod lojured [rom the
wceno of tho tearible exploslon at the
Youngstown mloe Monday evenlog, The
dead were fully ldentlfed by Iriends, and
aro as follows.

Jaouwsph Zebley, pump-tender, marcied,

Solomon Van Sicale, mwer, warried.

William Minor, mwluer, marcled.

Jawes Price, the father, and James
Frice, bls son, miners.

Thomaa Cole, miner, marrled,

Jusse Millor, tho father, and Jesse, his
pom, minars,

Ii. J. Sape, rope-rider, married.

Albort Tuylor, miner.

Abe Wligon, miver, marcled,

Fraok Niclow aad Willls, his son, mar-
rlul.

{ivorge Cunvloghain,

Fourteen 1o all.

Ths dead were lound In every coo-
colvable ehape. Bome wore burned to o
erlsp. The greater number, however,
werg suftocated by afterdsmp.

The lvllowlng wore saved allve, but
more or less burned and brulsed;

Welsh Keflor,

Frank Miuer.

Jacob Cole,

Davld Cole.

Jumes Darby,

Jurry liloger.

Chauucoy Wileon.

The Wwo latter may yet die. The
funernls will take e to-day, The
Coroner’s inquest will be beld to-mor-
TOW.

Keystone Courier
December 12, 1884

A Correclion

Ep (ourien—Tudging trom vour re-
marks in 3 our last |ssuo, yoft are misin-
foimed as to the vaudict of the coroner's
jury in the matte: ol the explosion nt the
Youngstown mines recently Following
is the verdict as given by the jury “We
find that the said Joseph Zebley, Svlomon
 unslekle nnd others,came Lo their deaths
on Mondny the X7th of October 4 D,
1884, in the mines of the Youngstown
Coho Cotnpany situaled in North Union
townsbip, [ ayetie county, Pennsylyania,
fiom the explosion of fhie damp from a
lnmp in the hands of one of the miners
aud from the eflects ot \fterdamp in sald
mines We further tind thatthe savd com
juny was romss in not proyiding a trap-
per or trappers to properly direct the air
cuarrent, und also in not having a compe-
tent person to examine the inines previ-
ous to the explosion

OiNe OF TIEE TUNORY



Bismarck Tribune
Bismarck, Dakota
Friday, October 31, 1884

A Mine Horrer.

Usionrows, Pa., Oct. 28 —The worst fears
touching the fate of the men who were imprns-
oned in the mine at Youngstown by an explosion
of fire daop, 'I:iuhhukphﬂt.hmntin‘m
lsat evening, have been folly cunfirmed. Bix
mipers were taken out last evening soon after
the dissster, two dead and two of the other four
o serionsly mjured that there is no hopes of
recovery. This left from fourteen to eighteen
men sapposed to bestill imprisoned in the
mine, the exaect nomber not certainly known.
Tie work of reaching these men was continued
1sdpatriously throughout the whole night, and
by this morning the dead bodies of twelve of
tsem had been brought out aud delivered to
therr friends and relatives at the mouth of the
nt. This makes fourteed dead in all ard with
the four irjored mccounts for eighteen of the
whole number supppned to be iu the mire.
\Whether there are more remains to be dis-
~overed. The soenes at the mouth of the pit a8
the disfieured budies of the dead were brought
{o the sarface snd given into the hands of wives
snd relatives was diwsiressing in the extreme
and vividly recalled to mind

THE PIT=008 WAILS

of the bereaved families who waited at the
upening of the mine last February. It was a
sad spectacle indeed, and moved to tears many
of the hundreds who had been drawn to the
place by tbe news of the disaster. It cannot be
stated whe her the explosion ia duetothe care

lessness of the company or mot. Miners allege
that 1t was, bat on the heels of a fatal calamity
the usual 1mpulse is to so attribute it. The
mine Was 1n0spected every mormng sod When-
aver the presence of fire damp was detected it
was an 1nvariable order to deny the men ad-
mission uotil the gas had been expelled. This
was the rule and the officers said 16 was rigdly
enforced; bat 1t 18 claimed by the miners that
‘he company discharged a competent fire bose
two months ago and since employed 1 that
capacity one mot competent to determine
whether the mine was safe or not.

Two of the men were found

WITH LOCKED AENS

their faces buried in water, dead. The men
were found 1n every conceivable position. The
sreater part of them were soffocated by after
damp, Bome-were burued to 8 crisp and many
were badly bruised by being knocked against
the sides of piles. Those wbo were not killed
instantly showed evidence of great endeavors to
<€scape.

The coroner impanelled ajory and en Thursday
morninz will begin a thoroogh and serching
investigation. Nothwithstanding the talk of
some of the mipers it is the general impression
that the explosion was unavoidahle and that the
company at all times wasas careful asit was
possible to be Damel Bomager, the fire boss,
has been in tlue service of the company for
several years, bnt mt boss for ounly a few
months, He is sccounted & competent man;
1ndeed any carefnl acd intelligent man with

A SAFETY LAMP

can perform the fonctions of fire boes,ss the
lamp iteolf discloses, by the swelling of its
flame, the presence of gas a ong the oof; if the
eas is heavy the lamp will gooot Fourteen
bodies have been reevvered and seven men in-
jured, making twonty-ome in all, which is be-
lieved to be ail that were in the mineat the
time of the explosion. The most of the miners
were natives and mearly all those killed were
marriad men and had families. There is great
excitemnent here and a great many people from
this place and Connellsville sre at the little vil
lage which has grown up around the thine, and
altogether tha scene is one of animstion, deeply
pervaded by ageneral feeling of profound sad-
pess. Fourteen coffins arrived from Pittaburg
this afternoon, and the dead have been laid out
and tomorrow the bodies will be interred.
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BUTTE, MONTANA, WEDNESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 20, 1884,
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Coa) Mine Disnster.

UsioNTown, Pa., Oct. 28 —The
worst fears touching the fate of the
men 1mprisoned in the coal mine at
Youngstown, four miles from *hie
plece, by an explosion of fire damp,
which took piace at 4 o'clock last
evening, have been fully confirmed.
Bix of the miners were taken out last
evenlng 800D alter the disaster. Two
of themn were dead apnd two of the
other four are so seriously imjured
t 1at there 18 no hopes of their recov-
ery 1liis lefi frpm fourteen to elgh-
t-en men supposed to be etill impris-
oned 10 the mine. The exact num-
ber 18 not certainly kpown. The
work of searchiog for these men con-
tinued ndustriously throughout the
whole night, and by this morning
the dead bodies of twelve of them
Liad been brought out and dellvered
to their friends and relativea at (be
mou b of the pit This makes four-
teen de«d im 21), and together with
the four ipjured accounts for eigh-
teen of the whole number supposed
to be in the mutne, Whelher there
areany poore remains yet to be dis-
covered, but it 13 baheved all have
Deen found at this wnhog A ecom-
plete and accurate lst of the dead
eannot be given The scenes at the
mot th of the pit as the distigured
bodies of the dead were brougbt to
the sarfuce snd given into the hands
ot wives and relatives were distress-
)yng ta the extremue.
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