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5 SiDE OFCARD IS FOR ADDRESS fl ¡A_.

~':,ll~ .~. ,

Mr.J.J.Forbes, Chief Engineer,
U.S.Bureau of Mines,

4800 Forbes st.,
Pi ttsburg, Pa.

L

ih.______.~"~" -----~~

, Dear Jack:
i If you il'.Mve any informtion on
I ,an e:xlos'ìon that occured in Schoefield Min;: ;" ßar-ton Cpo Utah, let me have it;; ,
"';: ~,',' , An ol.d man (82) passed :ror .D:i,R~
., F'rem;:nin 1886, he was in utah at tÜÍlè 'cPt"

i jjjj~ïí.bòve 'occurence he would like to hear 'some
i. thing abQut it.
t

April 14,1936.
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Yours very truly, J.. . 1
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If.. W. li. Pl1e
8t _ IIIpøEb~ l'.
I: w. F11...

I haft .,. refl date Apl 14 tor., iioi-1:oe tb1:
.. JI bø ,OD th9 _¡..ion 'Ieh ~ Sa th Scld ii,Ca Co.." Vt, t_ _ o~_ ii tOl i 'l .. Sa t1a.t tb ti-.

'1 __ li be.. th Du of _II \1 wtl..tu .. .. W_~io .. *-ve hez 1$ 'li t:. th Sat ta
Clt¡ '1ii of .. t" Uø.. !h. -i...i,. ar.i. stated l;~
OD ~ 1, 11. ai .,i-_ _14 ~ lI ..1: li jii of Soe14
.l Jr. 1 ø4 l of li ~ eo . ... in -loh 20 _
los tlil Itv. ..~. a_te l;t ~ th ealó81ØA _
1' rete ød tht ..8nelS _ able 1: ,nnd with the1r wril-dStelf ød 20 .. 'l t-l _ lu b-l lN-i1:ed by an
di .. gø -~ t: the -ilb1O. '1a.... dut -iiil- dd th .... ø£ lpti_ *- -- liaatidao1:1y deii.

Ii .1141'6_ to 1: 10 _ ldUe4 ., _ 1n1l 2 lIeliupe fIli.. . -l. ød 101 __pe bw ir. i __ ~.
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Mll 6, 1936.

Dear Mr. Fller: ~5 ()

,/çiif~~~~~~--~~
II .""'.~~,..

lM.w,- (,' 1936 l'~JrJ:_Y.F-~
¡ \:;;."
i? ,~.

Mr. ~. H. 1I11er,

9t&ts lliø Inapei tor,
ßleishttrg, ?en!lylviiniii.

~-".._.,,~-"-

In llol1aection wah the inquiry whioh you llade of l'1". J. J.
Forb eii , U. S. Biisiiu of rAlooa, l' Htsburgl, 111 Áprll lUll to 1nOft-
t10n in oonneotion with the exploeion wbiah oeourred in the 500rield
!line. Caron County. Utii, IllJ;ilmienUag the UiOftUOA glven to
'If(U by Mr. Forbes, I oan glve you nom.. t.lItelle wh1ch are iudoubttldly
UiiOWll to llOlt other persons OOllSll I entere the .:.,ploy_ of the
Utsh Ful COleny twenty-e1gbt days iiftn the ãeof'eld e~lOll101
and took the place of l! illll" 8\lpErvisor ..ho 1'6S killed in that uploiiion

and es " lfiiult of "' employment by th') COtPSl'Y, """S able tô ol:tdn
detaile of wlit actually ooe~d whieh ware not ~yei18b16 to enY~Qdy
on tha outside.

1fii tactually happetu;d insot".,r Ot! eould be 1 "ar,u.d was that

two _ii, wearin¡¡tne old-Ume 011 lelllll, 'Iiiro !!lng up ll"le certrldgeii
of' blmik blssting pmiãer at a point in 1;h"ii- workroom "her$ they had
at leest thre. l'd prObiibly lAore, twenty-five l'0Uld kegs of bleak
bhi;t lng¡iowder 8vdlable. Presu¡\1f,bly on ii;¡lring up the dia:re, the
flame of thlr open light in eema "8, or othor oa_ in contact with
the ¡t8luli1' black bh\sting pc cider and the ",-"plos iou 11811 preel11ihted
..aii the r.,l'ltant 108$ of at least two hundred l1v"ß ,md tile wreidag
of tll mine in whieli the explosion oocurrEK. 1'h milH' \Vall not re
o¡umlM tor D! arly ten yeiæe af'ter the ",plo!lQl1.

'le mine ln l!liich the expiosion sterhü waR II l"olatl:irely
smll Of. lId lid not to eneed forty pEl'OWl "¡¡played in it. Of
Goune, all or them ...re killed and at leiuit one hundred l!ty perllns
b the sdjiieent ",lne, connllt"d by on" openiuf, were .'111ed by the

afterdam. 'rhse mlnes were ab.Jlutoly non-gessy insotar se coneeme
oecurrenoe Of Jlthane. 1\ro;', time, to tUl the m1nes ln thb cui were
opened, probebly arund 1670, until they were iibenduned 8 fll yefll"lI
ego. !nllfar aii I em informd, and 1 I;,iii l1y int'o_tion is I.orreet,
no periion ever deteoted " g"'lI ell 01' s f1_ safety 18l nor did aiy
person ever ignite any j!4I ln f1Y P liice In any mine 1n th'1s piirtil.ullU
oenp.
eo. J.:r. Forbe~Safety Division /¡Å~Files VY't



J;)
'le region is somewhat dhtril;ntiid by faults tld theiie

faults reige fro II few feet to severa.l hundred feet. 'le faults
were inclined to give off ssph~iating gas, oarbon dioxide and
nitrogen, but never, insofar ali my infomation goes, was eiy llethei&
encountered. 'le Scofield explosion was unquestionably one atarted
by black blast 1l1g powder and the only ingrdient eitering uto it
wils coal duet.

y OUI1i trllY,

Iil~ tL
Ohief, iìealth and Safety llriiiich.
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The wrecking of the No. 2 mine of the ptah Fuel Co. at

Castlegate by three explosions On March 8, 19241 anq the resulting

fire recalls to many the Scofield diaster of May 1, 1900, when the

lives of 200 men were snuffed out in an explosion at the juncture

of the No. 1 and No. 4 mines o'f the WinterquaTters lIiRSS. co--.-,

Follcvl'ng that explosion no fire resulted. Rescuers were

able to proceed wi th the ir work immediately, and 200 men were found

to have been suffocated by after-damp, a gas oriRinating from the

explos ion.

That was the first great coal mine disaster in the state,

and the fact that the flams are ravaRing the workings of the mine

where more than 170 men are now entombed causes great concern among

people of the state.

On the morning of May 1, 1900, shortly after 10 o'clock,

according to A. G. Mackenzde, secretary for the Utah chapter of the

Amrican Mining Congress, who served as a Tribune correspondent at

that time, a severe explosion occurred at the intersection of the No: 1

and No. 4 mines of the Winterquarters company.

The cause has never been satisfactorily determined. Some

contend that the firing of blasts in rotation raised the dust and re-

suIted in an explosion Of the dust at a later explosion.



Rescue crews entered al~ost immediately, and that night

the first of the bodies were brought to the surface.

The sights found inside the mine were appalling. Men sat

beside the ir lunch pa i Is as calmly as though in life, but gas had

smothered them. Others were burned about the head and shoulders and

had fallen in death in the dark stopes.

The explosion occurred about 10:25 o'clock in the morning,

and, in addition to the 200 milled, seven were injured. TWo men

escaped from No. 4 mine and the l03 from No. 1 mine wi thou t injury.

~il-t~ ~ ~1/~~
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