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Scofield Mine



APR 17 1936

¥r.J.J.Forbes, Chief Engineer,
U.S.Bureau of Kines,
4800 Forbes St.,
Pittsburgy Pg.

April 14,1936,

Dear Jack:

If you hidlve any informatien em
an explosion that occured in Scheefield Mine
Carben Co. Utah, Iet me have it.

An old man (82) passed for Mine
Foreman in 1886, he was in Utah at time of
the above occurence he would like to hear some
thing about it.

Yours very truly,




April 17, 1986 JFFeRs

¥re Ve BEo Piler

Denr ¥r. Piler:

1 have yowr request dated April 14 for wuy informstion that
we may have on the suplosion which ccourred in the Schoefield mine,
Carbon County, Utsh, for an old-time mine foremmn who was in Uteh
&t the time,

This wyent . rod before the Buresu of Mines was insti.
Wuﬁ%iﬁfmﬂmwmmm faloon from the Salt Lake
f:i Tribune ef m 9‘, 1984+ This newspaper srticsle stated that

1, 1900, axn exple »_mg’emmaxmu
km m&m mmmﬁmmﬁmm explosion no
fire resuited and thet rescuers were able to procsed with their work
imﬁawiymm”m found %o have been suffocated by afterw
domp, & gae origivating frem the explesion, This wee & dust explo~
siox and the W of ignition has never been setisfactorily deterw
mined

In addition to the 200 men killed, 7 were injured, 2 men
esesped from Hos 4 ming, end 105 escaped frem No. 1 mine uninmjured.

Very truly yours,

Safety Division

ce D, Harrington
Files

CALN
/
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¥r. 7. H. Filer, f/
ftate Hins Inapeator, {
#benshuprg, TPennevivenisa.

MAY - 1936

Dear ¥r. Piler;

In connection with the inguiry whieh you made of ¥r. J. J.
Porbes, U. 3. Buresu of Mines, Tittsburgh, im April as to informe-
tion in conneection with the ezplosion whiech ceeurred is the Teofield
¥ine, Cerbonm County, Utsh, supplementing the imformation given to
you by ¥r. Porbes, I can give you some deteils whieh are undoubiedly
uniknown to mogt cther persons beecause ] entered the anployee of the
Utsh Fuel Company twenty-eight days sfter the Zeofield arploaion
sad took the plsde of a wime saupervisor sho wes killed in thst exploglion
and &8 e result of =y employment by the gompany, wes eble to obtein
detoile of whut sctuslly occurved which were not svyeilable %o anybody
on the ocutside.

¥hat actually happensd imsofer ns qould be lesrned wss that
two men, wearing the old-time oil lempe, were meking up seme csrtridges
of blagk blasting powder at a point in $hsir workroom where they had
at leest three, and probebly more, twemty-five pound kegs of blsek
blesting powder available. Presumably on msking up the charge, the
flame of thelr open light in aame way or other casme in contset with
the gremulsr black bleustimg p-uder and the sxplosion was precipitsted
with the resultent loas of ut leest two bumdrsd lives and the wreeking
of the mine in whieh the explosion cecurred. Thiz mine was not re-
opened Tor peerly ten yeare after the ezplosion.

The mine in whieh the sxplosion started was 2 relstively
small one snd had not to exceed forty persons employed in it. Of
aourse, all of them were killed snd at least one hundred sixty persons
iz the sdjecent mine, coansoted by one openiny, were killed by the
sfterdamp. These mines were sbsclutely non-gessy insofer 88 eonearng
ccgurrende of methene. Trom tims t0 time the mines in this camp were
opaned, probably sround 1870, until they were sbendoned s few years
ego. Insofer ae I am informed, and I t:ink my information is eorreet,
no person ever detected ¢ ges oep or e flame safety lamp nor 4id amy
person ever lgnite any ¢ap in amy plsce in any mine in this particulsr
camp. .

ec. J. J. ForbesV’//

Safety Division
Files



B A

The region is somewhsat distributed- by faultz snd thaese
faults renge from s few feet to seversl hundred feet. The faults
wore inelined to give off ssphyxiating gae, e¢srbon dioxide and
nitrogen, but mever, insofar as my informetilon goes, was any methane
engountered. The Scofield explosion was unquestionably one sterted
by black blasting powder and the only ingredient entering imto it
wag coal dust.

Yours truly,

Chief, Health and Sefety Branch.
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The wrecking of the No. 2 mine of tha!ﬂ;ah Fuel Co. at
Castlegate by three explosions on March 8, 192§;anq the resulting
fire recails to many the Scofield diaster of May 1, 1900, when the
lives of 200 men were snuffed out in an explosion at the juncture
of the No. 1 and No. 4 mines of the Winterquayters.mén691COMNK%mwd1 .

Following that explosion no fire resulted. Rescuers were
able to proceed with their work immediately, and 200 men were found
to have been suffocated by after-da@p; a gas originating from the
explosion.

That was the first great coal mine disaster in the state,
and the fact thatkthe flames are ravaging the workings of the miﬁe
where more than 170 ﬁen are now entombed causes great concern among
people of the state.

On the morning of May 1, 1900, shortly after 10 o'clock,
according to A. G. Mackenzée, secretary for the Utah chapter of the
American Mininngongress, who served as a Tribune correspondent at
that time, a severe explosion occurred at the intersgction of the No. 1
and No. 4 mines of the Winterquarters company..

The cause has never been satisfactoriiy determined. Some
contend that the firing of blasts in rotation raised the dust and re-

sulted in an explosion of the dust at a later explosion.



Rescue crews entered almost immediately, and that night
the first of the bodies were brought to the surface.

The sights found inside the mine were appalling. Men sat
beside their lunch pails as calmly as though in life, but gas had
smothered them. Others were burned about the head and shoulders and
had fallen in death in the dark stopes.

The explosion occurred about 10:25 o'clock in the morning,
and, in addition to the 200 killed, seven were injured. Two men

escaped from No. 4 mine and the 103 from No. 1 mine without injury.

SallLohe Yuloams 34(7/-&9
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