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. FIEAL REPORT OF BXPLOSION
PRINCESS POCAHONTAS COAL CORPORATION
¥IIE NO. 1
RODERFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA

Fovember 30, 1928

By W. J. Fen= and Jesse Redyard

Intreduetion:

4 local gas explosion oseurred in the Princess Pocahontss
Coal Corporation mine Ko. 1, near Roderfield, MeDowell County, West
Virginis, at about 8:00 p. m. Wovember 30, 1928. Beven men were in
the mine at the time, six of whom were killed and one, who was not in
the immediate vicinity of the explosion, escaped uninjured.

Evidenece found following the explosion points to an open-
type miring mashine as being the most probable sause of the explosion.
The mining machine was found with the controller om the "on” position,
and appsrently it was traveling toward the face of the second right
entry, whieh is going to the rise, and bad reached & peint about 20
feet from the fuce when it ignited an accumulation of gam,

The violence of the explosion was eonfined to a small
section of the mine, the extent of the oxplosion probably being limited
by standing water and the faet that there was a large area of open work-
ings in whieh the gases were allewed to expand., While there was a

plentiful supplyof fine ¢ocal dust present in the explosion zone, it

probably did not form a dense eloud, and for the most part it
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- was not ignited. There was & small amount of eoking found and the
Flame prebably did net extend over 1000 fect from the poimt of origin.
No damage was dome to the mine other than the destruction of 38 stop-
pings and 4 doors.

No means of rendering the soal dust inert by application of
rock~dust or water is employed.

Buregu of Mines Activities:

Bureay of Minea Car x&. ‘7‘ was at Comlwood, West Virpinia
when notified of the disaster at 10:30 p.m. & sposlal engine was
secured for the transporiation of the ear, which resched the nine
at 1:06 a, m. Saturday, December 1. ¥r. Oriffith, first aid ainer
who was the only man on the cur at the time, assisted in the recovery
of the bodiss, making twe trips into the mine. Car 7 served as s base
for outside operations and elso furnished mesals and sleeping quarters
for rescue crews.

Recovery Operations:
There was no indication on the surface that an explosion had

otcurred and the first news of it was when Dewey English, the seventh
man in the mine at the time, came to the outside and spread the alarm,
The State mine inspectors were notified and they and the State rescue
truck lecated at Weleh proceeded to the mine.

Bescue teame werc swmmoned from Weleh, Williamson and Coalwood,

and the first crew entered the mine at about 12 ot'slock Friday night,
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The first four bodies were brought to the surface at 4:30 p. m.,and
the remaining two al $:00 p. m. Saturdey.

piffieulty was experienced im entering the mine due to the
main entrance being on the return air, making it necessary to erest
line brattice for some distames. The bodies wers recovered without
the use of oxygen breathing apparatus; however, use was made of gas
masks in exploration trips in advance of the fresh air.

Loeation:

The Princess Pocahontas Coal Corporation Mine ¥o. 1 is loca-
ted about one mile southwest of Roderfileld, MoDowell County, ¥est
Virginia on & branch of the Norfolk sWestern Rellread, conrecting
with the main line at Roderfield, and in the ’Tug River Mining Dis-
triect,

Ownership:

The general offiges of the Princess Pooahontas Coal Corpora-
tion are at Rederfield, West Virginla, and the officers of the company
are:

5.H. Meem, president, Bluefield, W. Va,

J. C. ssanders, gemeral superinténda‘nt. Premier, W, Va,

8. E.gard, superintendent, Roderfield, ¥, Va.

H. 0.~£llen, mine foreman, Roderfield, W. Va.

Employees and Output:

Fifty~five men are employed underground and 13 on the surface,

who produce an average of 200 tons of coal per day,

—3-
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FPrevious jons:

On April 17, 1915, thres men were kﬁled in the mine by a
local gas explosion, caused by an ignition of gas by open lamps,
Coal Bed:

The Princess Pocahaontas mine is opened by & mrt into the
Beckley nosl bed of the Potteville seriss, which 1a about 60 inches
thick at thavoutemp ut soon thine onﬁ to an average thickness of
38 inches, The cosl of the Backley bed, which is known ae the War
Creek bed in this dlstrict, is 2 low volatile, semibituminous and
frisble coal. Ths coal bed is prectically level except for loeal
rises end dips and at this mine the bed is cut by memy feults.

The strata overlying the ceel bed ere sandstone and slate,
It was cbeerved at & great nmumber of placesz along the haulageways
that the roof rock was hanging looss, Such condition is dangerous
to those traveling the heulagswayas, and all such rock should be faken
down a securely timbered.

The floor is a seft, mooih shalse,

Besides the main drift, there are two other omnings o the
surface which serve as airways,

Avulyses of Coal:
An snalysis of the Beckley coal bed in an adjoining nine is as

follows:
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Iaistuu-........“e....._n......_..1.? par cent
Volatile MEttore.vevsssnssreorerselBe8 * "
Fived G&rbon.u.....-.«...u.ﬁnﬁ.ﬁ " 4
a'hooo~-tu..e‘nqv'.iwtioQOqaanoc.-qnia. " A

&lmr..omc-na-e.cooou-tan.o.aog 1.2 w "

Nethod of 3
Dues to the numercus faults sncountered, ‘no projected

plan of mining could be followed, and development 1 made as the
faults will permit, The doudle emtry, room snd piller aysten of
ming is usad, with rooms driven from both entries, Entries are
driven 20 feet wide with pillars from 30 to 40 tait thick. Hooms
are driven 35 feet wide, 200 to 230 feet deep, with pillars from
30 to 50 feet thick, The coal is undercut by open~type mmchines
and loaded by hand,

About w per cent of the coal is recovered in the advance
workings apd but very little, if samy, coal is recovered Prom the pillars.
Fo systemitic method of timbering is uwsed at this nine, and not e
great aount of timber is used slong the entries. At a sreat many
places dangercus locseé rock was observed, which should be teken
down or securely timbered,

Ventilation:

Yent1ilation is produced by a Jeffrey, 6-fuot, reversible
fan, having a eapacity of 150,000 cudbic feet of air per minute,
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The fan is driven by u chain belt by a 50 horse power, 250 volt,
direct currént motor, and is operating blowing at abemt 13 ineh
water gage. The fan is housed in a steel casing, with a enncrete
dust leading from the fan to the imtake opeming and it was noted
that thers were sevcral cracks in this concrete dust, which afforded
the losz of considerable air. These eracks should be tightensed by
£illing in with Imxx eement. Ko overcasts are used and this ventila-
tion is & contimuous circuit and is controlled by a system of doors,
using the haulag-ways as return sirwsys.

Experience h#s shown that the excluszive use of doors in con-
trolling ventilation is not emkkswky satisfaetory, dus to leakage of
air through the deoors and the possibility of their being left open and
short-cireuiting the air. (Qvercasts should be construoted te properly
eonduet the air throughout the workings and the vemtilating system
ghould be chang&d so that the hanlageways are on the intake air., Gob
and stone stoppings are used throughout the most of ﬁze mine, whiich are
rot tight and through which considerable air is lest, Stoppings should
be built of an ineombustible material and should be faced with oement |

or constructed so as
or Plaster /to prevent leaks.

Durisg the investization the ventilating system was somewhat
disarrsnged dée to not having been re-established sinoe the explosien,
and the amount of air near tize faces was not adequate. HMeasurements of
the air taken durin- the investigation showed 30,970 cublc fest per

minute entering the mine and 34,600 cubic feet per mimute as the total

return.
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. With the ventilating condition existing at this mine,

the writers are of the opinlon that a dangerous eondition might
easily be §ranght sbout through imsufficient ventilation at the
working faces and it 1z reeommended that the wentilating systam
be given immediate attention with aﬁ view of i creasing the amount
of air passing the working faces, by providing two or more splits of air.

The mine was rated as gassy by the State Department of
ﬁinga about & year ago and since that time has been operated with
clésedllighta. The gas is Iibeni:ed from the coal and roof, and
during the investigetion considerable standing gas was found in the
"Monkey Heading" and in the sesond right entry. ¥o regulsr fireboss
is amﬁloyad. but the m}.no foreman is supposed te examine the mine
vefore the meﬁ eﬁtar. The mine foreman is assisted in the examina-
_tién by twe company men, one of whom is not a certified fireboss.
The nine foremn should not bg.required to wake examinations of
the iine, but 8 eompotent fireboss sheuld be employed to examine
the mine befare esch vhift.enters. MNachine men are supposed to
examine each working fase for gas before entering with the mining
maehine. It was brought out at the Coronerts inguest, however, that
this was not being done and it was probably due to the failure of
the machine man to make an exsmination, that this explosion oscurred.
Strict diseipline should be demanded of the machine men and the mine
foreman should see that they are prévide-d with approved flame safety
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lamps snd supplies.
Analysis of samples of mine air collesied during the ine
vestigation are given in the following table:

Diseussion and Table:

ARALYSIS OF MINE LIR
COLLECTED DECENWBER §,1928

_ - iNi1tro-s0arbon :0u.Ft. ¢ Cu.PL.Ho-
Fe. : Lecation in Mine : Methane:Oxygen : gen :Dioxide:Air per: thanme per
‘ s : 3 : : 3 : slinute : 24 hours

A363: ¥ain return-open-: . 0.26 3 ze'.ez :178.86 : 0.07 311,970 : 46,432

* Eﬁ‘l . - l ; . : H
m'rn:i?%mm-em-: L% T O L 6
s ing Ne.2 : 3 s : :
A369: Eain return-o ~0.28 ﬁ .81 :W : 0,07 ¢ 8,880 : 15,858

b Hﬂt 3 )
Hain return-open-z 0,36 1 20,78 :78.80 : 0.08 116,800 ¢ 87,061

3%84
ingﬂe.
Zﬁﬁ Foace of 2nd : 19.70 ¢ 16,50 568,80 1 020 1 == 3 w=
1._55' 3 20,88 178406 1 Oell & == 1 am

s o4 Jaw

L]

ri ght aircourse

ace of Srd

a o fas ¢

g
E

L 2 K1)

From the above table it is seen that mothane was found in all
-of the suﬁha collevted. The main returns show & methane content of
from 0.26 to Q.Ss per _eémt, and with a total of 54,800 cubic feot of
alr per mimute returning from the mine, there would be liberated sech
24 hours & total of 155,070 oubic feet of methane. The samples ecol-
lected near the face of seeond right aircourse showed 19.70 per cent
methane and 16.30 per cent oxygen. This condition was dae to the
ventilation having not been conducted to the face sinee the explosion,
It was near this point that the explosion is supposed to have originated,
and from the results of the analysis of this sample it is readily seen

thet a dangerous eondition may easily exist should the ventilation be
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interrupted in any way.
Lighting:

Appreved Bdleon storage battery eleciric cap lamps are
used by all underground wérkora., and approved flame safety lemps are
supposed to be used by firebosses end machine men. Plxed electrie
incandesecent electric lamps are located at pumpz and doore.

Haulage:

All haulare is done by sleetric trolley and cable reel
laenmotivea_ua;ng 260 volts direct current. One, ten ten, Jeffrey
trolley locomotive is used for the main hsulhge and three, six ton
cable-reel locemotives are used for gathering. End-gate, wooden cars
of 1 to 1;;7 tons espaeity ere used. The trask is in fair conditien,
except that at many places the rcadway is in need of clemning. The
track gage is 42 inches, and 30 and 40 pound rails &re' used in the
mein haulageways, 20 and 30 peund rails on entries and 16 and 20
pound rails are ased in rooms. The mii bonding and cross-rail
bonding is not in good condition and at nema.i places it was observed
that the cross-rail bonding was attached to ome rail only. Irolley
wires and power feed wires are supported in the same hanger; in general,
these are well supported. However, at one place it was noted that
the end of a trolley wire had been Wwrapped around & post and the end
hanging loose. The trolley wire is mot guarded at sny place where

men are required to psss under them. The sntire elsctrical wiring

'9-
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installation at this mine should be gone over with a view of making
it safe, and guards should ve plaged around trolley wires at points
where men are required to pass under them, including beth umdergfound
and on the surface.

Due to gob malerial being stored slong the haulegeways, there
is not sufficient clearance for a man to pass a moving trip in safety;
also there are no shelter holes for men to retreat to while trips are
passing. A clearance of four Pest sheuld be previded along the traek
on all haulageways and shelter holes should be provided at least every
100 feet,

Hashinery Underground:

411 machinery in and arcund the mine is operated by electricity
which is purchased at 23000 volts alternating current and is transferhed
and converted at the mine to 2560 wolts direect current. A4ll underground
electrioal machinery, including locomotives, e¢oal eutting machines, and
pump metors are of the non-permissible, open type. | %0 eliminate the
hazard of explosions from eleotrieal sources, the management should con-
sider replacing such open type oquipment with that of the pernissible type
Explosives:

Permissible cxplosives, Honobel 9§ L.F., and Ko, 8 electric de-
tonators are used for blasting down the coal., The coal is undercut to
a depth of 6 feet and the holes are drilled 53 Peet deep. Three holes
are used in the face to bring down the ¢coal, which are losded with 1

to 3 sticks of explosives, are tamped with clay and fired by the miner
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at any tiia during the shift, uabing & non-permissible battery.

The explesives are taken ix‘;tc the mine in & box placed
in & ear, on a trip folleowing thé man trip, XWEXIE distridbuted
to the miners at the partings, and %z carried te the working places
in sacks. Por the sake of safety, ‘a. more rigid #ystm of handling
explosives should be fnstituted at this mine; {1} the mansgement
should econsider the flring oi‘ all shots by regular shotfirers after
all men §r§ out of the mine; {2) the explosives should be earried
.into the mine, either by the mimers in fider boxes, with a #pacial
container for the detenators, or hauled in an insulated ear to the
inside for distributlon to the minere.

_Erain%e:

The mine in genersl is aaturally dry; however, at several
plages, stending water wes found, Several small, elcetrically
driven pumps are used for pumping the water that acollects in local

" ;‘Qg,,‘ n |
Gonl Dust:

Gonsiderable fine dust 1s made during the operation of
»ining, leosding and transpertation, which has seﬁtleé along the
gobg on the rosdways and rosms and on the ribs and roof. The road-
ways in most part are very dusty and in a number of places the track
was nesrly covered with dust. |

Coneiderable inert matter, such ae& sand from the locomotives,
and shale from the roof is mixed with the dﬁst along the haulageways.
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Of the flve samples of road dust collected, the analysis shows
from 15.8 to 60.2 per eent incombustible matter,

Experiments conducted by the Bursau of Mines on the ex-
ploaibility of coal dust from the Becklsy or War Creek seam, show:
that it requires from 47 to 50 per centfk incombustible: to render
the dust inert and prevent the propagation of an explosion. The
writers roemme:;a that the roeck-dust be applied iu such amounts
thet the coal dust will contain at least §0 per sent incombustible:.
Hock-dusting tn be effective must be done thoroughly, and all ac~
cessible surfaces of the mine, including entries, aircourses, work-
ing or abandoned rooms {unless sealed), pillars, ete., should be
covered with rosk-dust and there should be & systematic sampling
snd analysis of the dust, with redusting when the incombustible
eontent falls below 50 per eent., Before applying rock-dust in a
mine, the roadways should be cleaned of all coal and éust to re-

duce the amount of rock-dust necessary.

ANALYSIS OF COAL DUST SAMPLES COLLECTED BEC. §, 1928

: :Mois~-: Combue-: s Total Ineéin-
¥Ho. : location in Mine sture : tibles : ish @ hunt;ble::

D136 : 2nd Rt.Entry-Mouth : 2.2 : 84,6 1 13.%:  16.5

ﬁ&.l RQGE
Bid 7 Srd Baln-nenr 2nd ¢ 8.7 : 12.5 @ 2440 2 2T 7T
Right )

PIIZ : 15t Hain-between T 5.1 ¢ B9.0 1 3B.9 ¢ 41,0
Automatic doors

1396 7 Tnd Eain-Mouth mon< : 20 ¢ 2648 3 BleZ t  B3.2
key Heading | |

D18 ::3rd Main-junction : 2.8 : 38.8 : 58.4 : 61.2
2nd Main '
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Eine Conditions Immedistely Prior To Explosion:

The mine was in operation the day of the explosion, and
the night shift men entered the mine shortly after the day shift
had come nut, The fan hed operated normally and there were no
Imown interruptions in the wentilating eurrent. ¥o examimation
was nade of the mine before the night shift entered, and the last
examination made in the section of the mine in whieh the explosien
oscurred waz at 3:00 p, m.,at which time & traee of gas was found
in the second right entry. Testimony at the Ceroner's inquest
showed that the machine men did not carry a flame safoty lamp when
he eﬁtereﬂ the mine the day of the explosion.

Property Damage:

The property damage cauvsed by the explosiom was very small,
the only damsge being s number of stoppings and doors blown out,

Evidenee of Heat »r Flame:

The ffam of the explosion did not extend over 1000 feet
from the point of origin, ané it apparently died out on the third
main, a short distanse from the mouth of the second right. Some
evidence of flame was found but mot as much as might be expected,
after sesing the panditien of the quies. All of the bodies were
burned mere er less and the clething was all burmed off of that of
Bill Fouts, who was found in a room off the third maim. The ether
bedy feund. in this roem was not burned so badly and but very little

evidence of heat eould be found in this place during the investigation.

- 13 -
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8. Consider the firipg of all shots by shotfirers after
all men are out of the mine.

9. Striet diseipline should be demanded of u1l under-
ground empleyees and & system of searching men for smoking material,
matehes, and lighting devices should be instituted,

10. 411 loose rock along haulageways should be removed
or securely timbered.

11, Sufficient elearance should be maintained wlong haulege-
ways to permit the safe passage of men traveling these haulageways,
and shelter holes should be provided slong heulagewa: 3 where men
are reguired to travel,

Asknanleﬁépants:

In eonclusion the writers wish to expreass their apprecia-
tion for the heariy coopersticn reeceived from the of/ficials of the
company, and to thank them for the courtesies extended during the

investigation.

Respectfully sulmitted.
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T4BLE OF CORTENTS

Coaronerts Inqueast
Gas Analysis Repeorts
Pust Analysis Repertis
Deseription of Mine

¥ap of ¥ine
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State of West Virginia
To~wit

County of McDowell

An Inquisition teken at Welch in the County of
MeDowell, State of West Virginis, on the tenth day of December in the
year of 1928, before H. G. Camper, Coroner of the said County of McDowell,
upon the view of the bodies of Kyle Walters, Sam Guy, Clarence Talters,
Henry Daniels, William Foutz and Henry Lester, there lying dead:

The Jurors sworn to inguire when, how and by what
means the said six men came to their deaths, upon their oath do say:

That the aforeseid men came to their death as & result of
explosion ¢f gas in the mine of the Princess Pocshontas
Coal Corporstion, at Roderfield, MeDowell County, West
Virginia; that the proximate cause of said explosion was
the negligence and carelessnsss of the operating officiels
of said Princess Pocahontas Coal Ceorporation, and possibly
one of the men who were killed,

From the evidence tending to show flagrant violations of
the mine laws of the State of Vest Virginia, we recommend
an investigation of sald violations at the next regular
session of Grand Jury of the Criminal Court of NcDowell
County,

In Testimony whereof, the said Coroner and Jurors
have hereto set their hands:

S. M. BURGESS
J» He LOCKVOOD
T ."f!-. LAMBIRT
LEOQ J. SIGHAIGO
J. ¥. WEDGENOOD
C. D+ BREWSTER
He G+ CAMPER.
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8. E, Ward, a lawful witness having been duly sworn testifies
as follows:

Direct gquestions by Dr. H. G, Camper,

Your neme is S, E., Ward?

Yes air.

#here do you live, Mr. Jard?

At Roderfisld.

You mean at Roderfield, liecDowell County, West Virginia?
Yas sir.

What is your oecupation?

I sm mine superintendent.

For what compeny 4o you work?

Princesa Pocamhontas Coal Corporstion,

Where is that mine located?

One mile east of Hoderfield Statlion.

How long have you been superintendent of that mine?

I went there on the 18th day of June, three ysars aga..

Direct questions by R. M. Lambie.

¥hat is your position?

Mine superintendent,

D6 you huve a certificate issued by the Mine Department?
Yes air. |

#hat Grade?

Second grade.
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Does that entitle you to aet as fire boss or mine foreman?
No sir.

Did it glve you the right t- countersign the fire boss' report?
VWall, I countersigned it in hia place only.

Does the law permit you to do that?

Ho sir.

But you 4id 1t anway dian't you?

I signed 1t for him.

You signed this book on the 28th day of November?

I signed 1t for MJ:'.Y Viorrell,

Why should you zign it for him?

Well, hs would somsii-ea ovsrlock it.

Did he ask you to ecountersign his report?

Yes, when Mr. allen went in and did not sign it?

Who is your mine boss?

Hs O. Allen,

What is ir, Torrell?

Well, he is general inside man and asaists with all the work,
Haasn't Allen been fire boss there for ths last three years?
Yes sir.

Has Mr, Allen a first class cortiflcate?

Yes sir.

Has Mr, VWorrel?

Yoz sir,

Why do you have to countersign these :eports if Mr. Allen 18

mine foreman?
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Well, I just look them over every day and Mr. Allen did not always
sign 1% 50 I countersigned thqn myaselfl.

You know no char man hss eny right t0 sign these reports except
those duly cuthorized by the lawa of West Virginia. Did you
read the report on day of November 30, 19287

Yes sir.

%as that the day the explosion took place?

Yes sir,

¥hat time in the day did the explosion oecur?

At eight o'clock in the evening.

Had the place been exsmined before the night shift went on?

Yes air.

By vhom?

Joe Worrell.

Is Joe Tiorrell the sams man who was prosecuted and fined f£ifty
dollars sometime ago for violation of the mine laws?

Yes sir.

Tho is your General Manager?

Morrias Watts.

Where is he from?

'Blnefiéld, %est Virginia.

Is he the man you work under?

No, J. C, Saunders of Premier, is the official I work direectly under.
That 1s his title? |

General Superintendant.
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Mr. Allen had charge of the mine, I left the work with him btut it
was my ardérs %0 alwaya have mine examined hwafore sny men worked in
there.

Here you in the mine om Friday or on Thursday?

Friday and I was in there on Wednesday, The day before snd day
aftor Thenksgiving.

How long 4id you stay in the mine?

I stayed in about two and one~half hours on Wednesday and four
hours Friday morning.

And you didn't know that no ons had sxemined the mine on Thursday?
No, I didn't know it,

You didn't out the men off to save the expanse,

No, we were cleaning up the haulways.

Don't you know it is a violation of the state law to have men @0
in & mine that has not been examined?

Yos, but I didn't know that had been done,

Who made the inspection on the morning of the B0th?

Mr, Allen.

Are you sure he made the ilnapection?

Well I was there when he came out.

Ars you sure Mr, Landreth didn't make the inapection?

Mr, Allen's ﬁama is there.

My, Lambie (looking at the book) This is not aigned by Mr. Allen,
The initials of ¥, J. W, are on 1t the 30th.

Well I have hia word for it.
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Do you supply your machine men with safety lampa?

Yes sir, they always had them, They came up éarly in the évening
and put the gas in them,

Did he have safeiy lemp when his body was found?

I don't know, I dldn't go in there. I was sick when this happenmed,
bt he had been insdtructed hot to gp in without his lamp snd to

use it end if it showed any trace of gas to cut off and report it.

Hed you given orders to conduct this mine as a gaseous mine?

Yes sir. | _

Yet, you took it on yoursslf to countersign the fire boss' report.

Mr., Ward, wasn't you really acting as mine foremen?

No sir.

Then you din't tall the elestricisn when he objected to his salery
being cut and you had not cut your own salary, ths reason was, that
you were taking two jobs and were going to be the bank boss yourself.
No, I might have told him I was going to assist the bank boss in
his work.

At time of last inspection of the mine, August 27, by Mr. Lee and
Mr. Prontice, these were the recommsndaotions given you, were they not?

| (handed him the report)

Yes, that is the report.

And this letter you sent in reply to that report?

Yen sir,
Mr., Lambie to atenographer. Read these recommendations.

L
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"To remedy the condition of the mine I recormend that
Clay be supplied the men for tamping. Explosives be
token in the mine only in contsiners that comply with
the law, First Left Monkey Reading be stopped until
Be Te is driven. That ventilation on Three Main be
increased immediately, stoppings built and plastered
to comply with the law. The use of unnegessary doors
be dimcontinued ms soon as pessible by the use of over—
casts, Roof on Main Haulway be seuled and made safe,
Wires be put in good condition, A Fire Boss be employed
and places be examined before such shift as required by
law, A report of condition of old workings be mailed
to Distriet Mine Inspector each week."

®e Ds Loe - 1%, He Prentice

Read thla letter.
Sapt‘ 14' 1-9280

"Mr. R, M4, Lambie, Chief of
Department of Mine for Weat Va.,
Charleston, West Virginia.

Dear 8ir

Replying to your valuad favor of the 5th inst.,
with reference {0 recommendation of Inapsator Prentice
and Leo.

Clay has been supplied to all working places
as rocommendsd, Break through is being driven to monkey
entry, Brattices have been built on three main. The air
is splendid in this section. As to doors and sealing of
roof we axpect to do this as soon as it is possible. Ve
have a fire boss and the run is made regularly baefore
working hours.

And it is our intention to do everything in our
power to comply with the mining laws,

Yours very truly
8 E, Ward

SEW:B, Superintendent,"
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In what seetion of the mine did this explosion oseur?

Two Right on Three Main,

And this 1s the seciion on whioh you were mdvised to increase
ventilation on immediately .

It recommends ventilation be inoreased on Three Main.

(Peinting to hlueprint)vThIS'is Two Right afr of Three Main
doesn't that ccma'under the same section?

Fo sir.

Hed you built the stoppings and plastered them as the inspectors
had recommended?

We had built them, but had not plastered them yet, they had been
built end £illed in with slack to make them air tight. Ve were
fixing to do that.

Had overcasts baen built$?

de had not built the overcaats but we expeoted to do that as soon
as possible.

You have had thres months.

¥ell, I had complied with the recommsndations in every other way,
I was getting to that,

Ve had ﬁut in safety lights before thias,

I was cleening the haulways and sealing the top as fast as I sould
get to it.

I considered that the mine wasg in a splendid condition and safe.
The ventilation was good in all sections. I thought the mine was

in fine shape.
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What do you think ceused the explosion?

Well, I don't know, The only way I ean account for it is that
machine had cut into something or that a door had been left open or
partly open by day crew going cut.

I could have besn door off of Two Right or parallel door, either
one would have short cireuited the air at that point. ﬁnlass that
weg done, I don't see what olse could have happensd. The men working
in there Friday had not seen sny gas.

You feel then that th.re was a possibility of a door being left open?
Yes, I do. These men had been working six montha or a year end were
very careful, I can't see what else could have caused it,.

Are you sure, that Mr. Daniels always had a safety lamp?

Yes, to the bhest of my knowledge., He slways c¢ume up and fixed

the lamp and put gesoline in it.

Have you been in the mine since explosion?

Yos, last Saturday morning.

A% place where explosion ogcurred?

No.,, I didn't get up there. I went up to Two Main.

Water was sianding up in there and I have been aick end didn't

want o zet wet so I cams out.

Are you sure Landreth had not made the examination on the 30th.

I am not surs.

Could Mr. Allen have made that exmemination und attended to his
regular duties?

Well, that is the reason that I had Worrell helping him. I expected
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to put on a fire boss regularly but work has been very slack.

And Worrel is the same man that was prosecuted not long sgo?

Yes, I have always found Mr, Worrel as safe a man 'as I have aver
worked behind, I have never known him to fall down on his work.

I was not there at the time he had the trouble.

You had not cmﬁ;plied with the inspecdtors recommendations, had you?
I had not put the overcasts up yet.

Cley was in the car to be distributed when the inapectors were
there, I had had the clay put in evei-y working place. Henry
Daniels had tskem it sround. We were sealing the top and getting
it in good condition. I hed made arranpementa with Danisls to de
some of this and thought we would do it during Christmes Holidays.
(Point to blue print) we were going %o move those doors down there
and give the place a general going over. Out top was in pretty
good shape and I wes fixing to go over this place with a double
erew, 1 waunted to keep the mina in good shepe and nmake it szafe.
There is no Stoppings in good condition without being plastered
and all mining nen knew it.

fell, they are not as good, Mr. Lemble, but we had ours in good
shape and we bhaa splendid ventilation.

Then you had no inspection made on the 29th amd you had men work
in thefe an that day?

I é1dn't know it until this morning.

No report was made.
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I aidn't kmow 1t as I dldn't look over the book.

I aida't think the men had ever worked in there without the

mine being inspected. I lolt Wednesday and left Mr. Allen in
sharge to perform the ususl duties.

By Dr. H. G, Camper,
What time did the day shift come out?

From three thirty to five.
What tims A14 the night shift go in?
Well, it ususlly depends onr the day shift coming out.
Anywhare from five to six thirty, I wasn't there that evening.
i usually go in snywhers from four to five._
Mr, Lambie.
You stated that Mr. Worrel made examination for nighi_ shift: Yes,
that was my understanding, I was informed that they put cemvas up
and inspected the places and they were clean.
| What places?
On Number Three Mein.
I mede this inquiry and that was information I got.
Then you don't know whether 1t was inspected or ﬁot.
Vell, I guessit was.
You can't guess when mens' lives are at steake,
I knew they were going to do this work and knew they had heen in
there. I knew where they worked that dey., I knew they had been

in there to make the j:lace safe, My orders ware not to work in a
place until it wes made safe, whether timbering, bad tep' or any
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