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instead of wood, and whether or not that is feasible or practical is
a question that must be left to the general managers and general
superintendents,

Under the mine law, all places should he made.safe for men to
work in. Is a gangway half a mile or a mile in length, closely double
rimbered and fagged, and dry as punk, sale for men to work in? How
can they eseape in case ol a five, say half a wile from the face, if the
fire is not discovered at the start?  Under suel circamstances they
would he as had off as the men in ithe China Vein of the Pancoast
mine.

To replace timber with s{eel, iron or concerete in many of the gang-
wayvs opened in the Mammoth vein in many of the counties would
add an additional dollar a ton to the cost of production.  Can the
coal companies hear this expenxe at the present price of coal?
While this danger exists and has existed for ity years very few lives
liave been lost by fire in gangways, airways and chuies. But a dis-
astrous accident of this kind may occur any day, and the pnrpose of
this ariicle is to call attention 1o this matter so that preventive
measures may be taken.

The Avondale disaster and the Pancoast disaster are not parallel
cases, A disaster such as Avondale can never ocenr again, as every
shaft and every slope now hax a sccond opening.  Yet there is some
danger from fire in hreakers that were huilt over or near the shafts
hefore the Iaw wax enacied, or were rehuilt sinee its enactinent nnder
a favorable ruling of the conrt on the subject.

An accident of this kind ocenrred at the shall of the Pennsylvania
Coal Company, where the hreaker was destroyed.  Luckily the shaft
had second openings available through the onterop openings by which
all the employes escaped.

MINE FIRE AT THE PANCOART MINE

A very disastrous tire occurred in the engine house in the China
vein of the Pancoast mine of the Price-Pancoast Coal Company, April
T, 1911, Disasters of this kind are very rare, hut they may he very
destructive both to life and property, as was the case in this instance.
Not since the Avondale mine fire in September, 1869, has there been
any similar disaster of equal magnitude.

This engine house (if it can he properly designated as suelt)y con-
sisted of an open space excavated in the coal about 30 feet long and
10 feet wide, with twilve xets of ten-inch round timber, the collars
between notches heing 10 feet and the height heing S feet. The engine
was placed on the floor resting on two square stringers and fastened
to the bottom rock.  The platform e¢n which the engine rested was 5 X
S feet and made of two-inch plank.  From the engine honse a small
opening ahout 6 x 6 feet was made throngh the coal to the passing
branch that leads to the tunnel. The engine had been in uxe for
about six yvears and had never at any time caunsed any apprehension
on the part of the inspector, superintendent, mine foreman, fire hoss
or any of the ecmployes as to the possibility of danger from firve, and,
in my opinion, judging fron personal observation, no one would have


Rob
Highlight


22 ANNUAL REPORT OIF THI Oif. Doc.

decmed it possible that a tive conld ocewr in the engine house that
would be of such serious consequences. The unexpecied happened in
this instance,

As can be xeen from the tracing herewith submitted, the engine
louse was placed about 50 feet off the double irack bhraneh leading
into the timmel that cuts the China vein and on this branch twelve
empty cars were standing. The veins at this point form a small
hasin and the cunnel i deivin through the top rock of the China vein,
penetrating the vein at a distanee of 360 feet. The engine was placed
at thix point to hoist the coal.

After the tire was denited in the engine house the hoat and smoke
therefrom were carvied by the air carrent ta the double track branch
directly opposite, setting ihe cars on tire and thence ta the el
and through it 1o the workings of the China vein on the other dip
and into the workings, as can he seen on the map, to the men at theire
working places in the several gangways,

[t ix my opinion, as stated at the inguest,  that it was im-
poxsible for any of the men to escape, oxeept those in Perry’s and
Bolton's gangways, s corroborative of ihis opinion, it may be stated
that M. Pervry, who drove the gangway and knew the connections
hetter than any other man, fost his Hie white endeavoring to euide the
people Trome his gangway tooa place of safety. Tlowever, sixteen
persons escaped Do Perey’s and Bolton’s gangways undei the
enidance of drivers and runners,

A few of the jurovs at the inquest eriticised the method of fighting
this tive, hut they did so withont cause. T s very easy to eriticise,
bt il the erities had been there i is havdly probable that they
conld have used any hetter method than that employed by Superinten-
dem Bivtley, Tho tire was extingnished, nnfortunaiely too late to save
the Tives of othier porsons in the mine: Imt these persons could not
have been resened inany way alter the tive was discovered.  Fven if
(he fan had been siopped, as suggested by a juror, the heat from the
fire would have created a sulticient volume of air to earry the poison-
ons xmoke Mo the bnrnt woaod and coal to the men,

Ordinarily about 25000 cubice feet of air per minute entered the
(onnel, and ic can be assimed that the heat from the fire inereased
(hat amount, so that 50000 cubic feet of poisoned air per minute
passed into the tuimel,  Assuming the area of the tunnel to be G0 Teet,
the velocity of the aiv wonld have been about [00 lincal feet per minute,
which means that the air travelsd ac the rate of o mile in about 64
minntex. That heing the case, how conld any ol the persons (except
those in Perry’s or Bolton™s gangwavs who were notified of the fire
by telephones have escaped, or how could any person from ontside
have given theneany assistanee?  Fven Harvey, the man that received
the telephone message, lost his life while endeavoring to notily his
cociploves ol their danger. Men could not breathe the poisonous-
Lk smoke Trom the hiring coal and wood and live more than a
very few minnt: s,

A great deal was said abont there heing no second openings (rom
(hix tannel: that the opening was merely a blind tumnel. Upon
seeing this staterment in the newspapers, I made a personal investiga-
tion of this particnlar place and fonnd two second openmings or avenues
(hat the mion conld have eseaped (hrongh i they had had a chanee.
However, while these second apanings were probably not up fo the re-
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quirements of the law as being always safe and available, no loss of Tite
can be attributed 1o their condition.  Ioven il the vietims had heen
instructed how 1o escape, in case of aceident by a gdas explosion 01 a
mine fire, none of them conld have reached the second openings
through {he poisoned atmosphere, execept those from Perry's or
Bolton's gangways.  Under existing conditions, when  the engine
house took tire the fate of o majority of the men in the China vein
wils sealed.

The second epening through the ast slope was available to the
cmploves in Perey’s and Bolton's gamgways and was o sale outlef
to those who made their eseape without delay. Tt was not, however,
available as a sale outlet 1o the other employes, beeanse they were
unable to reach it throngh the poisoned atmosphere.  The openings
to the vein above would have heen available as a xafe outlet from a
ciave-in or possibly a stight explosion of gas, hnt in this instanee they
were useless, as they could not be reached in time.

The accident at the Pancoast mine has been the means of calling the
attention of the Legixlature to the danger ol fives in coal mines and
will and has hroneht about the cnactment of measures that wili,
no donbht, do mmeh (o prevent the recmrence of sneh accidents.

A osynopsis of the testimony ol the witnesses at the inguest, which
continued for a period of etght dayvs, is given herewith, together with
the report of the inspector of the district, the report of the coroner’s
jury and the verdiet of the jury. -

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES AT INQUEST

David Bivtlex, superiutendent of the Pancoast colliery, testified in
part ax follows: =On the morning of Xpril 7, 1911, T was sitting in the
mine oftice, at abont 25 minntes to 9, when the headman came in and
sadd, cMro Bivtley, you are wanted inxide in the Dwmnnore vein.” |
sadd, cNTErvights 1 jumped up. the cage was waiting, and 1 got on (the
cage and went down.  When I reached the foot of the shaf{ the fooi-
man said, *Mro Bivtley, the North slope engine honse is on fire. |
rushed i ol conmrse. When T reached the engine house 1 met Leo
Winters, 1 think, and said, *Leo, have the men been notified (o come
owt? e said, ~Yes, Johm Evans has gone to the West slope and
notiied the wmen, and Walter Knight and the tive boss have gone into
the funmel.”  With thexe facts helore me 1 pitehed for the five. They
had one stream ol water on the fire al that time, and we got another
stream on it from another plug and shortly the tire hegan (o diminish
in the engine house.  In the comrsa of about half an howr, or it may he
a little Tonger, we got the fire under control,

Fwas then at the engine, and Henry Simpson and. 1 think, William
Baker were putting out the tive in the litfle alley that leads from the
cngine house to the gangway where the cars were standing on the
passing branch. T owent out of this passageway towards the road
that leads to the Novth <lope. There et the driver hoss and said,
‘Leos we have ot the tive nuder control again, We have got it abont
out.” e said,~Comae here” T went around (he corner. e said, Al
those mine cars are on tive.” O T said, T didn't know ithat.” and he
didn’t know it before: and there was a stream of five 1 don't know
Itow Jong. There were 14 or 15 mine cars standing there, some of
them were burning and some were not. 1 said, *The hest (hing we
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can do now is to get the hose from the surface, the Hose Company’s
hose, o ax to get another stream on the fivre” Ro I went out and
cot 1the hose and | said (o My, Jonex, *You betier phone down for
the resene ear and notify the Mine Inspector.” % % 1 retmmed (o
the mine and about half past two the fire in the gangway was under
control,

The engine house had heen theve eight vears, We had a five plug at
the engine house, with 13 inch hose attached, with water always ou.
The hoxe wax texted every morning by the engineer. We had two
other water plitgs and hosa convenient. We had 30 or 40 men fighting
the five.  We had all the men that could work at the tive, and all the
nen necded for standing props.

We eot the water to tight the fire from a three-inch pipe connected
with the tank on the surface to the foot of shaft, Theve it wax reduced
to a two inch pipe and conducted along all the gangways and 2
bBranch opposite every or nearly every chamber. We had aboui 1600
feet of one and one-halt inch hose in several gangways: at about every
500 feet we had a roll of hose alwavs ready for an emergeney.  We
could have used four hose on this fire, hut on account of the limited
space 1wo hose were all that could he used fo advantage.  We had
creat pressure, about SO0 feet, the depth of the shaft. No person
could go in past the trap-door on Perry’s heading to notify the men
to come out on account of the dense smoke which would be atal to
hreavhe teoa few minmtes. Tenry SRimpson and George Sinons wera
the two men that discovered the fire first.”

James o Moran, engineer at North slope, testified in parf as
follows: =1 am the engineer for hoth 1he China and Dunmore veins.
The morning ol the five, the rope rider, Jomes Caswell, and T came
in fogeiher to the engine houxe. T op ned the cupboard and gave
Caswell a Lamp full of oil and Ht ihe lamp in the engine house, |
just ran down one (rip that morning and pulled it back up. 1 then
fooked aroumd and <aw everyvthing was all vight and [ turned down the
Lanp and started for the other slope engine.  in about hall an hour
or so T started 1o smell smoke, and in about five minutes more |
started back to the north engine houxe and found it (ull of smoke and
on fire.  Dut hefore 1 reached the engine house Frank Shantis told
me the engine house was on fire. [ couldn’t get into the engine house
on account of the heat and smoke. T saw Micheson, the engineer, al
Me tail rope where the telephone is. 1le said that he had telephioned
fo the men in the tunnel 1o come out.”

Fneineer Moran was emphatic in stating that he didn't throw any
mtehes or anyihing else around that caused the five af the engine
house,  Fie said that e was told that Vank Simpson saw the five first.

Georee Simons testified in part as follows: =1 am a company man
and do odd jobs all over the mine, or rather in the Dunmore vein
where the five wias. When the fire started 1 owas inside about two
hundred Teer from the five towards the tunnel. My butty said, Do
vou smellanything?” 1 said, o smell something burming Hike rubber)”
Then alier a little while 1 said, 1 helieve that is o bhrake baud kind
of ot Tnfive or <ix mintes T saw the hig smoke coming, so we start-
ed ont throneh the smoke rom the engine house, T ran as fast as |
conld to the other engine house and told a fellow named Micheson o
telephone np to the mountain to get the men ont as quick as possible.
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e asked, *What is the matter?” T <aid, “The engine house is on
fire”  Nlter that |owent back to get the hiose to trey (o put the five
oul.  Hank Simpson, my butty, and mysell were ihe first {wo (o tight
the tire. Then Parfrey came and o fellow mamed Croup and his
butty came, and 1T don't know who else came after that, At (his
fime it was about a quarter fo nine.  Mr. Birtley came in, hut I ¢an’t
say what time he came in. When 1 fivse saw the engine room it was
full of blaze and smoke, and the blaze secemed to he right on the tloor.
[ passed the cars on the hranches: I helieve there were 12 empiy cars
o one road and possibly 15 loaded cars on another road, 1 passed
between them and went right ont to the tail rope engine house. T am
not sure whether the engineer telephoned to the oftice or not, but he
went {o the telephione, as 1 left at onee to get the hose on the ftirve.
Nimpson and myself carried the hose, which was in 50 foot lengths,
to tha water plug, which was about 400 feet away from the tire.  We
couldn’t conneet with the plug in the engine house on account of heat
and smoke. It took us from ten o fifteen minutes {o make connec-
tions and get water on the five. T first saw the fire about 8.35.” In
answer to the question, * You saw what was on fire?” He said, »Yes, sir,
and it was dangerous fer everybody inside of if. Nobody could get
i through that with safety to get the men out. The smoke was too
strong. [ saw Knight and Dawes going in, but it was before we
smelled the smeke and they knew nothing of the five then,”

William Micheson testified in part as foliows: T am the tail rope
cngineer.  About hall’ past eight that morning Henry Parfrey came
and told me to telephone to the tannel workings that there was a
tire in the North slope engine house. T telephoned the old nipper
rending gade on Perry’s heading that he shonld get John Bray and
see i the mine foranan was inside; thet they shoald tell the men to
get ont as quick as they could. as there was a fire in the North Slope
engine house, and e answered “ Al vight.” 1 then went over to where
the fire was and met Leo Winters, 1he deiver boss, who ftold me (o
telephone for Mr. Birtley, which [ did right away. [ phoned M.
Birtlex vight after 1 phoned to the tunnel. The telephone to the tun-
nol was always i good conditien, as we had to use it as high as a
dozen times a day, and olten more, to see whether the coal in there
would be ready to he pulled out. The telephone has not been out of
order for a vear and a half, sincee 1 have heen working there.”

Harry Simpson testified in pare as follows: =1 i the pipe line
man.  On tha morning of the fire while on owr way out from the
tunnel junction we smelled smoke, There must he fire somewhere,’
I said. My parviner said, *No, T don’t think so: it is the brake band.
They use graphite on thar and in running vou can smell it 1 said.
*No, it isn't that it smells like ynbber and 1 will ¢o back.”  He said,
AL vight, T will co back too.” We started down the branch; the
snoke was pretty strong.  We got hy there and reported; gave the
alarm. The first men T saw were Leo Winters and THank Pavfvey. 1
told them that the North slope engine honse was on fire and that they
should go to the {ail rope engine honse and {elephone the men to
come out.”

Henry Puarlrey testitied in part as follows: T have heen emploved
at Pancoast «ix yvears. My duty isx (o attend the junction for the
tail rope engine. That morning [ met George Simons coming down
the tunnel road. He said, ‘You have a fire here,” and we said *Where?
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At that time Leo Winters was coming np the foot hraneh, and he said,
“in North xlope engine house.” Then Leo and 1 ran in, but couldn’t
et there on aceonnt of the smoke coming down from the water lTevel
branch.  Simons told me to go and phone to Bray to get the men ont
right away, and 1 did so. Jake Bray came to the phone. e asked me
what was the matter. 1 told him there was a lire in the North slope
cugine honse and to go and get the men one. Te said, *There is always
something the matter.” T went hack to tha tive tien, and by that time
they had the hose comnected and we stavted (o tighi (he fire. |
telephoned from the tail rope engine honse; it was about eight o'clock,
asowe had three trips thon up the plane,

I GoWolle rtestitied in part ax follows in answer fo gquestions given
by juror Blewitt: =1 am chiel engineer of the Pancoaxt Coal Com-
pany.  The surveys are made by our mine corps: the noies are senl
to the oftice: there they ave calenlated, checked and plotted on the
map.  As soon axs the plotting is completed 1 go over it myself on the
oviginalmap.  The Dunmore No. 2 vein, which les immediately above
the China, has almost completed fivst mining: the China vein Iving
x0 close heneath the Dummnore No. 2 it is necessary that each chan-
ber in the China be driven divectly underneath the eliunber above it,
and that each pillane he placed divectly above the pillos underneatl
that i order to keep up the voof and mine the coall™  In answer
to o quextion he said. “The distance that Moran had to travel
between the two engine honses in which e worked is 1450 feet.”

Thomas Cook textifled in pare as follows:  “As a rle | am rope
and pulley nam, that is, company man. The first thing that morning
my butty and T went to the plane and while going towards the {unnel
e got oy o we helped to put it one st at this time Walfer
Knight and Isaae Dawes came sitong and they hielped ns to put the
ciarron the track. Then they went into the tunnel, and we tixed one pul-
ey, and T went to the old engine house for two more pullevs. When 1
2ot there a fellow called Cranmbow said, “There ix smoke down there,
Tom.” s soon as he <aid that Tran down fo the Kast slope, and fonnd
the smoke was coming over the dip back out from the tunnel and going
down the slope. T said, "My God ! the tunnel men must know about this
or they will be lost” T ran to the engine room and said to Micheson,
Phone into the tunnel; Knighi has gone in there and phone to him fo
cet the men ont s there is a bhig fire.”  Micheson said, *T have notitied
them in there, e musi have telephoned beeause my hoy who was in
there satd they had a felephone messaee,”™  Inoanswer 1o the qnestion,
“Your boy said he got a message [rom Micheson?™ he said, “Yes,
sir. They got the message and 2ot out, or they would be there!”

Johne Wrobel testitied in part as follows: =1 am a miner’s laborer:
(he miner’s mmmber was 2800 1 worked in Perry’s gangway.,  On this
worning a runner caane with the deiver and said if was tall over.” That
means quit work. One of the men that said call over’ was Arthur
Greshane T think e was half past eight or nine o’clock when we were
told *all over.”  There was plenty of smoke, hbut always more coming.
We o were told by o rmmner named John Mahalki that the engine
house was on fire. We sal down in the anrway about hallf an home;
then with other fellows went out,™

Arthime Greshan testitied in part as follows: T am a driver in the
Ching veinin Perry’s gangway. 1 was up in the heading and a
driver named Williain Kerris eame running up and said it was ‘all
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over.  ACter a little while the runner came running up and said,
dlvery up and get the men out,” and we got the men i a row, and
wenl in the heading and got Perey and he Ted us down that way ax
Fae ax the smoke and he left use Soowe went hack (o the heading
again and we went down the manway again, down ax Gar as the simoke,
We cne ap again, ad conldn™t go up, and we went up oagain and
down the manway to try to get ont s went up arond and down again,
and tried i for the fouwrth time. We rashed dorough it <ome way @ |
don't know how we got through.  We were only notitied hy (he
ronier, who was down at the bhranch, and the smoke came down on
liim and he came ranning up. Thin we called, Comre, Tonoeey up, miner,
tahorer, come down: there is something on tGre, or yvon ean’l get onif,” ™

Johu Mahalki testified o paoct as follows: 1 a0 runner in
Pereys gangway.  About hall past eight, while cating, this old man
the nipper, his nane is Mike, cinme up and said, ~John there is lots of
smoke heve! Then 1 got up and Tooked and saw the smoke right hehind
me. | asked him, s voor gate on five, Mike, or any canvas auywhere
on fire?” e said. *No.” *Well, what is the matter? 1 osaid. Then
he told me that a party telephoned that the engine house wax on
fire.  When he satd the engine house was on tive 1 stopped o driver,
who was abont 100 feet from me, and fold him (o go up and tell all the
e it was all overe T then went throngh the sltope to the telephone
to find how we conld get out. 1 tried {he phone three fimes, but gol
no anxwer. 1 then went to Jake Perry and told him there was Jols
of smoke, and T said, “Take, vou (ake us out: yvou know the way.'
Noowe went down the airway, the hottom of the airway, where there
are two trap gatex from the airway into the branel again, and he
took ns all into that smoke. 1 stayed hehind, 1 wonldn't go in, but
all the others went in. 1 called on them 1o come hack.  Tn about
five minutes they came back. 1 =aid, *Come on, hoys, let ns get out)’
Then we met two drivers running from (he ast slope. [ asked,
‘Do vou know the wayv throngh here?” They said they did, hut that they
were alraid to go that way on acconnt of gas. 1 <aid, *You may as
well die of gas as of smoke,” We kept the lights down ax Tow as we
could while going through a cross-cut to a chamber and lfound a
miner and Iaborer at work. 1 said, *Drop yonr fools and go onf.” Wi
went down through the chambers, got on the main road, and Joe Gall,
the vuuner from the Bast slope, was (here and divected ns (hrongh,
We went to the East slope and had 1o go through a litile smoke.  We
went up the slope and then beat it to the foot of the shaft. As we got
fo the foot My, Birtley came down the shaft. That is all T know.”™

Leo Winders testified in part as follows: =T am the driver bosse 1
was sitting near the tail rope engine honxe aboul half past eight, 1
think. when Rimons and Simpson canie ont hollering “Ifire D the <lope
engine liouse ix on tire.” No we went up to the engine house and (ried
to et 1o the hoxe connection in the alley way leading (o the engine
house, but the simoke was coming ont <o strong that we conldn’ get 1o
it. No 1 sent word to the tail rope engine house o get the men ont.
M Birtley cune in about nine o'cloek, and asked me il the men in the
funnel had bheen notified and 1 osaid they had been notitied by phone,
The engineer came in shortly after T sent i word, and Fasked himeiaf
he had got an answer over the phone, and he said he had got an answer
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from Mike Kozex. The engineer’s name is William Micheson, and he
came to the tive before Birtiey eame inc T worked all day puatting
ont the five. | started to help take the bodies ont at hall past seven
in the evening and remained until they had all heen taken ont, about
(e or eleven o'cloek the next day.”

Mike Kozey testified in part as follows: 1 i a nipper (door
fenderi. tending to the doors and also tending (o the telephone in ease
anything was wanied. T went to Perry’s road to tind if the trip was
ready, and saw Jack Bray run to the telephone, and then from the
telephone he ¢ame and told me there was a big fire and that I should
un to Perry’s road and tell all the fellows to look out for the fire,
[ went and told the runner. John Mahalki, to huay and tell all ihe
miners to go out. that there was a big five, and I went hack to the door
[ was tending. but there was too mmch smoke., T was within ten feet
of Bray when hie was talking over the phone and all 1 heard liim say
was Al right.” Bray went to ihie mountain (o notify the other men.
When Bray told me to notify the men vou could hardly notice the
smoke, hut later it came in hig volumes,  Atter that we went to Jake
Cerevs heading, and there found fowr miners, three laborars, two
nippers and two drivers.  We were all in a group, hut without a light,
and a miner by the name of Rubal gave us oil. - Then we went to the
airway where Jim Reed has a gate (a trap door) or a door or some-
thing tending.”  Then hie explained liow they went out. about the
sane way as the others did.

Paul Bright testified in part ax follows: 1 :m amine foreman in
the upper veins called Diammond Nos, 2 and 300 Abont twenty minutes
to ten in the morning I was informed that there was a fire in the
Dunmore vein. 1 then went down to the Dummore vein through No.
2 shaft and was told that the North engine room was on fire. So |
went there at once. 1 saw Mo Birfley and he asked me to make an
effort to get in to the men in the tunnel. 1T made several attempts, but
Cailed on acconnt of the heat and smoke it was impossible to go and
Hive, 1t was then abont ten o'cloek, so 1T came back and informed
M. Bivtley that 1 conld not go in through the smoke, and then hegan
to help fieht the tire to get it out as quick as possible, and 1 emploved
the men around there to stand timhers, to Kkeep every one safe
while fighting the five. After the fire was out we went into the
tnnnel and soon aflter entering we came to the hody of Dawes, the
fire hoss, and then we went right on in the tunnel vntil we came to
the hody of Kuight, the mine foreman, hallf way hetween entrance and
Bodies of dead : then we retreated hack {o the foot of the shaft.” Then
he recited how they got the hodies ont.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR

Thix dixaster ocemrred on the morning of April 7, about 8230 o'clock.
A tira in some way was started in the North slope engine house in the
No. 2 Dunmore vein and the tames were communicated to the props
and double timber and a trip of twenty empty mine ears standing
on the head of the slope along side of the engine house on the intake
airwayv.  Two streams of water were immediately brought to play
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on the fire and the men inside of (he dire were notified as soon ax
Jossible, but the simoke frow the tee was carried to and through the
innnel that was deiven from e Noo 2 Donmore vein (o the Noo |
Dunmmore vein, or China vein, before the men conld make their escape
through the second openings. The result was that seventy-two ol
them were overcomie with the smole from the tive and died before (he
fire could he extimguished.  The fire was under control at 2 p. m., ol
the same day. 1 was away from home at the time and did not hear
of the fire until late in the alternoon. I arrvived at the mine at 4
o'c¢lock in the alternoon and found several officials of other coal
companies there along with the Government First Aid Corps,

1 at once went into the mine with Superintendent W, Lo Allen of
the Revanion Coad Company, Superintendent Henry G Davis, Assist-
ant Superivtendent Henry (0 Harris, and Williaon 10 Wadkins of the
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railvoad  Cowpany, Daniel
Young, Distvict Superintendent of the Sceranton Coal Company, and
Superintendent Joseph V. Birtley and Mine Foreman 'aul Bright of
the Pancoast Colliery.  We found that Joseph Fvans of 1he Govern-
ment Rescue Corps witk overcome hy smoke while trying to rescue
some of the men and Doctor J. 15 Jacoh and myself and some of the
Government Resene Corps worked continually on him for over an
hour and a half trying to save him, but he had inhaled too muaech of the
smoke and could not recover. e died without regaining conscions-
1ESS,

We then proceeded down the slope and through the Kast tnunel into
the China vein to xearch for the bodies of the unfortunate victims.
The first body was that of 17ire Boss Isaace Dawes, who was found on
the main gangway road just inside of the tunnel and abont three
hundred yards from the burning engiue honse, with his face pointing
outward as if in the act of coming out to see what was wrong.  The
body of Mine Foreman Walter Kmght was found in the middle of the
track at the extreme end of the main gangwayv road with hisx face
pointing inward indicating that he was tryving to reach the men who
were working on the inside end ol the gangway.  Twenty-one vietims
were foumd inoone group in the middle of the gangway junetion of
Perry's gangway all with their laces pointing ontward indieating
that they all fell while nyving to escape. The others were found
along the different gangways vight and left of the main gangway
road.  After finding all of the victims we at onece organized several
parties of mmen with strefehers and blankets and proceeded 1o carry
out the dead. Those that were identitied were inmmmediately taken in
charge by the different nndertakers and preparved for hurviad.  The un-
identified were taken (o the carpenter shop on the outside which was
tnrned into a temporary morgne and laid side by side until they conld
be identified by their families or friends. At 7 o'clock the next
morning all ol the dead hodies had been taken ont of the mine,  When
the recovery of the hodies had been completed, Tittle work was required
to put the mine in condition for operation. except cleaning up the
roof that had fallen when the supporting timbers burned away and
removing the remains of the twenty mine cars that were left hni
a twisted mass of bron. 1 notitied Doctor Jimes 1 Saliry, Coroner
ol Lackawauna Comnty, by phone, Sunday morning, April 9. 1o
proceed at onee (o hold an inguest to ascertain who, if any, was
at fault.

‘)
)
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REPORT OF CORONER'S JURY

To James I Saltey, M. Dy
Coroner, Lackawanna County, I'a.

Dear Siee-—

The Covoner's Jury empanelled to investigate the cause ol the death
ol seventy-three persons in the Pancoast Mine of Price-Pancoast Coal
Company, Tinoop, Pa.on the morming of April 7, 1911, beg leave to
1eport ax follows:

lnediately upon heing sworn we endeavored (o gain enfrance to
the mine to familiavize ourselves with the various hiftts of the China
vein and that portien of No. 2 Dunmore vein, wherein the five oce-
curred in the angine house which is divectly vesponsible for the death
of the men from smoke.  Our desire in this divection was not gratitied
for the reason that the fan was out of condition and under repair.
Ax soon as the fan had heen adjusted and in working order, we
again visited the mine making a thorough examination of the site of
the burned engine hiouse and the surrounding headings and airways,
besides visiting on the same day, the tunnel leading from the No, 2
Dunmore vein to the China vein: Perry’s and Boliou’s headings: the
Fast slope and the North slope and the second engine house at the
leead of the North engiune house. This visit did not enable us to inspecl
(he entire mine, so we subscgnently returned and examined all the
other portions of the China vein not explored on our former visit.

Petween these visits to the mine we began the taking of festimony
il court room No. 2 in the Conrt House in the City of Seranton, Pa.,
and were continnously at work every day, either taking testimony or
examining sane from stenographic notes. We feel that we made
as thorongh investigation of this aceident ax owr ability would permit
and Af we failed in any respeet, it was not inoany way due to in-
activity or lack of hinding obligation to procure all the facts pertaining
to the caxe.

The acceident was an unfortunsate one, serious bhevond all compre-
hension and the greatest which has ocenrred in ithe Novthern Anthra-
cite field in over a generation.  We cannot refrain from sayving that
we believe the loss of life might have bheen mueh less serions, or
possibhly all the men might have eseaped if an engineer had been
stationed pernanently at the engine house where the fire started.
As (o the tive itxell the ofticials of the company maintain they did
not think it wounld be sevious aud that they could extinguish it in
a comparatively short time, withour injury to the men or loss of
time to fhem o the colliery.  Subsequently, however, it proved their
crror of jndgment and as a resnlt the men probably went to their
craves through the overcontidence of the managemant who did not
realize the serionsness ol the situation,

It has been contended by many witnesses that the fire had been
burning gquite a length of time before it was discovered and that in
all probability many, il not all, of the men were dead before 1t was ex-
tingnished.  Be this as it may, the fact remains (hat the jury can-
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not condone the apathy of the managemeni in centering alt their
olloris on the fire instead of also mmediately notifying allt the men
of their danger when the tire was discovered.  We are also of the
opiniou that the fire might have been fought on entirvely diffevent
lines with hetter resulis from the gangway side and that if sueh had
been done, the Toss of life would not ave oceurred, or in any event
wottld not have heen so serious: this mistake was a serions one,

The invesiigation ol this terrible catastrophe has immpressed t(he
jury that the mining Iaws ave lax. Here is aomine which old and
experienced wmining men and mine mspecetors swore was the hest
managed and laid ont coliiery in the valley, practically complying
with (he letter of the law: nevertheless, this catastrophe hias proven
that the mining laws are inadequate and susceptible of nany neees-
sary and vital amendments. We are convineed that sufiiciont inspee-
tion was not given this mine by the constituted state representative,
namely the mine inspector.

It appears to us from our investigation that mauy innovations may
he introdueed for the health and safety of the wmen employed in aud
about the mincs with bhut Iittle coxt and great permanent beneticial
results. We sngeest the Governor recommend to the Legislainree
without delay, or call it in special session, for the enactinent of a
law ov laws, which will compel the elimination of all combustible
buildings or material, including coal oil or kerosene lamps in eneine
rooms and pmnp roows, in all coal mines or collieries ; that the eneineer
at every engine house in or about a colliery be compelled (o remain
on duty continuously during his day's work; thai steel mine timbers
should be used wherever directed by ilie mine inspector; that the
umiber of competent and aggeressive mine inspectors should be in-
creased to guarantee inspection and enforcement of the law: thal
they should be selceted from those holding mine foreman certificates
and clected on a nonpartisan batlot by the qualitied voters employed
i and about the Antlacite mines: (hat {elephones be nsed in all
the mines and that the wires of the same be extended (o the most
remote parts of the mine wherein men are employed; thar danger
alarms and danger signals be erecled for the further salety of the men ;
that there e eriployed in each vein at least one man to superintend
these deviees and keep them in constant repair, hesides being com-
pelled fo make the men working in the Hits of the veins fmiliare with
their object and their general application and that his employe
also be authorized (o compel all new emploves (o familiatize them-
selves with ways of exits in caxe of dizaster: that every colliery shonld
have relief corps, each member of which could be conveniently called to
a central point in a minimum tinme, to take charge of mine in case of
aceidents and offer relief and sueeor to the injurad or those who might
be in imminent danger of loss of Tife throngh such eatastrophe as
the above and that the Departinent of Mines insist on its inspectors
doing their full duty under penalty ol innnediaie dismissal, and
exercise @ more rigid supervision over their conduet.

Verdiet of tha .y

The verdiet of this jury ix, That John Daravalla, Louis Korman,
Lawrence Reitz, et al. came to their death on the morning of April 7,
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D threough inhalavion of carbon monoxide, the direelt canse of
which was the huring of a hoisting engine house at the head ol (he
Novth slope in the Noo 2 Dunmore vein of the Pancoast eolliory,
the  tames froi which  connnumicated  with  contignons timbers
i the entrance to the  engine  house  and  communiented
from thenes to the  rool  supports  and  cars in the  main
anlage  way,  cansing  vast volumes  of  smoke (o he  driven
o the Clima vein by the great velocity of the air current from the
Fan.  We declare that the cause ol the fire is unknown and have no
hesitation in saving that we Believe overzealonsness ol ilie manage-
ment to put out the tive in the engine house, and forgetfnlness to @ de-
gree for the safety of the men in the mine contributed largely to
making this accident so appalling,

Fdward 17, Dlewiit,
Foreman of the Jury.

Knoch Williams,
Rohert Gillard,
John P. MceDonongh,
William 5. Lewis,
James Grady,

Seranton, Pas, Mav SO 911

MINE FIRE AT THE GIPSY GROVIEE BREAKER

A overy nnnsual aceident occurred at the Gipsy Grove hreaker. A\
coal clhiive in the breaker canght fire in some unknown way and two
ol the employves at the top were killed.  \s several other persons
were at the top when the alim of fire was givin and made their
escape, it is presmned that the men who lost their Tives could have
escaped also i they had availed themselves of the opportunity afl-
forded them and not delayed too long.  An inguest was held in con-
nection with the aceident at which niany witnesses were examined.

Rome of the textimony ix given hevewith, together with the report
of the Inspector of the distriet, the yeport of the Coroner’s jury and

the verdiet ol the jury.

TESTIMONY OFF WITNESSIES AT INQUEST

John Taylor testitied in part as follows: =1 am the hoisting en-
cineer at Gipsy Grove mine and have been sinee IS8T The first |
heard abont the tire was when the headman, Michael Walsh, whistled
down and said, *There is a little tire down in the hreaker somewhere.”
I wadked to the window and saw some smoke away back afl the rear
end of the hreaker, 1 looked on possibly a minute or two, and (ele-
phoned down to the Tootman,  *Yon may ax well take the car ofl the
cige and come up to the Janding with the other footman, as there
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