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ABSTRJ,CI' 

On Wednesday, June 4, 1980, at a1>p:toxi!::ately 7:30 p.m., a po',•:cred 
haulage accident. occur1·eC. c:.long t!�e t.--:2.in !:Orth tract. entry rcsul ting 
in the death of Jackie i<:?..:rie Herra!;. classified belt cleaner. Herr� 
hatl approximately 8 months mining e::0erie_1�ce 2.s a belt cleaner and 
rock duster. T.11ere ·, ,:ere no eyewi tn!;:: se:-s

} 
·::,ut it aJ,:peared that Herra=i 

was rock dustinb alone utilizing a u"t.ili t;:r' trolley. locomotive/perso� ... nel 
cai;-rier, pulling a track-wou .. '!teci tank rock-dusting machine. Ar,paren-:ly 
the trolley pole cf...!ne off the wi:te f!.nCi while she \-.�as trying to replt�ce 
it the locomotive rolled tu1der e ... n overcRst a.t')d. she was crushed bet1>:een 
the overcast a.rid the top o: .. the loco�oti ve. Cause of the accident 
was i'a:i.lu)�e to stop the loc;omoti ve e.:1d set the brake ·oefore attei.!!l)ticg 
to repl:lce tl,e t!·olley pole on the trolley 'wire . 



Co:nmentary 

0:1 the day of the accident Herran �tarted work at the rccular sta�·tinc 
time of 4 p.m. At t!·,e start or the shift she was ,1�signecl the job of 
cleaning the M:J.in East Belt drive and rock-dusting the North t1·uck 
entry by Alan Sheffer, J.\ssistt..nt Mine F'orcmu.n. Herran, in the compar1y 
of Sheffer, co:n1)lete;d th,: job of cle;;.ning Lhe di-5, ve aoout 7 p. m. , at 
which time She:L'fex- left to ,:;o to i�o. l 1.01i. t. Prior to lcavi.ng, Sheffer 
instructe<l, He1·ran to take tile rock-dusting machi.ne 1,ack to the end of 
the North track when it \•!as empty. �·n1en Shct:.te:r left Ee:r:ca.n s.he was 
traveling at a. slo;•1 ro.te of speed and rock-du5til!g in a no:rmal manner. 
When Shefi'cr :rctiu·ncd a!Jout 30 minutes later, he found the loco:noti vc 
and rocl•;-dusting m:1chine under the No. 5 iu1i t ovex·cast, about seven 
crosscuts out.by the 1\orih piggyback drive. Herran was lying en her 

back in the locomotive on the t_rolley wire side. 

Shef:fer Checked Herran for -,.rital sign� ancl detected a wea..\ pulse. 
He then uncoupled tl,e loe:omot:i. ve from the rock-dustina machine and 
moved it outb�l frorn tu1dcr the overcast to where the:i:e was rnox·e 
clearance over the top of the locomotive 3nd started mouth to r1outh 
resuscitation. Aftei' atter.rpts to revive Herran proved i\ttile, Sheff'er 
went to a nea1·Uy mine phone and tr:i.cd to conl.n.ct. Buddy Forcl, the 

··:·�
, :,, m;in� fore,m::m,- Ford _did not x·.espot,d tc;,, his ,cal.l .i�nd Sheffer im.11ed=!,at!,?,lY-,,
· ·, ·, .called tlie rfo: 5·-uni t for ah aiiibtiJ.ancc car:·· J\.r�hie' Coburn tinswered · · · 

the phone on the No. 5 ,uiit and proceeded to the scene with the 
ambulance car. At the �aJne time Ford was in u. position to hear the 

,:t•:>· . .  �·.-1nin.c· phone and ·Sh.effe:::· told .hie •,·1h:!.t hacl ha�:pe�ed. ��"ol·tl l!:!:!'t immedi­
ately fox- the scene. Sheffer then resu:ne<l revival attcm:pts. fl"oout 
6 minutes lat(!r Coburn ?.lid Ford �trrivcd on the scene with the 
ambulance car. Herran was placed in the runbulance car and t:rans1)orterl 
to the surface as attern1}ts to revive her continued. Herran was 
transported to the Union County Hospital. where she was pronounced 
dead by nr. George Welker. 

Discussion at1d BvaJ.uation 

The investigation revct,led the follow;ing factors relevant to the 
occtu�rence of' the accident.: 

l. 'J�he victim was considered by rnanagc.11ent and cowor!rnrs to be
competent and v:cll qualified to operate the rock-dustl.nC machine
anc.l, the u�ility locomotive.

2. '.!.'he utility locomotive was examined hy an 1-tSHA electrical
inspector after the accident and ucfccts were not detected.

3, The trolley wire in the area of the accidertt was apparently 
in Good repair, 

!1. The vertical height under the ovc1·ct\st ( 52. 2 inches) was
approximately the hcig,1i,. of the coal semn (53 inches).

' 
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5. The bottom alonl!, the track ent.ry wat; graded inby and outby the
overcast to pi·ovide a cra<lual descent.

6. The chanee in elev.ranee, at the ove1·cast, was adcqu<J.tely marked
w:i.th refl.ec:tors.

7. '.i'he rocl,•dustine; machine weighed appro:dJnatcly lG,ooo lbs.
f\Llly loadecl.

8. Eng:lneering speei:fiea\,j_or,s set out by the mam1facturer showed
that the utility looomoti ve was mc,chanicaJ.ly co.pr.,.hJ.c of pulling the
rock-dusting machine ttnd also bad the brakine capacity to stop the
fully loaded locomoti vc �nd 'J.--ock-d\�!$i..er.

Findings of r'act 

'i'he investigation did not reveal any violations of Title 30 CFR. 

Conc:J.usio11 

It was the consen:ms of the investigv.ting co1m1U,,"tee that the cause 
of the accident was fc.llm·c to ston the locomotive and set the brakes 

..be'f'ore at.tbi"D}.)ting to ·1)ut: .. the tro'.1:lC:y r,oie bach. on;·the .w:i.ie .. · P.:ot .. ·,,·;
facing the d.ireetio!1 of travel wl1ilc the locomotive was in t1.ct5.on
was a cont:i:·ibutine factor.

··'�� � 

Subcti.st.r.i ct !�anager 
District 10 

C/� ? .1 ,:v::: 

Leslie E. 1.l�·agg I 

·3-

Coal Mine lnspection Supervisor 

h'illitun M. Craf't 
District t-·�:1nager 
District 10 

(Acting) 

?: . 



APl)J:"::NDIX 

List of persons furniniling :i.nformation and/or present during the 
investie,ution: 

Pea1"ocly Coal Car.many Ofi'ici?.ls 

Jack Bcimett 
W. S. Smith 
Georcc Dean 
Stcphcll B. Sharp 
::i'ohn Sl.eel1nan 
Charles f-lcGresor 
Rober� •racket t 
St�n Corbett 
Sidney Pee 
Dav; a l!cdgel)ath 
Buddy �·oi:d 
Roimi e Ili ckct s 
Alan Sheffer 

Duane J.1orris 

Vice-Prc�ioent Operations 
Corporc.tc Safety Di1·cctor 
Asst. Corpor·o.te Safety )Ji:rector 
Di vi�ional Dir,ecto1· 
etect:r:-ical Engineer 
Superinl�enc.lcnt 
AssiGtant. Superintendent 
Mine Mo.t1ager· 
Safety Director 
Chief Uectrician 
i,anc Forf-.2no..!1 
Assistnnt Mine Forc:nan 
/\ssi stan I; Mine Fore:nru1 
Safety /c.;n�gcr 

�1·esent�:_t.i ves of !-iiners 
United MJne i•:orkers er A1nerica 

..... ·;_, ·.-. ·.•. Tolrmw Gaston ·:·, .

,,. · Lewis Chaney
,lamer, s. RO\o/C 

. J�ck .DL-:o� . .­
Robert Campbell 
D. L. llu.rton
Gary t-�orc;an
Thoma� Kir;sin.gcr
No:{eS Ul:ley
Archie Cobm·n

( u,1der gr-ouncl) 
(S1ffi"n.cc) 

,. l?iesi.deht'; _.Distri�t 23 · 
UM'.-/A Safety Coordinator 
UH.-//\ Safety Cooriiin:i.tor 
L,E. B.M .. , D).stri.ct 23. : 
Chafi:·i:ian, Safety Co:�mi ttec, L. U. 2305 
Safety Coi,vnit t;eemm 
Safety Coimll ttceman

Safety Committeeman

Safety Coimnitteeman 
Roof-Boltine Mach:Lne Operator 

Kentucky De1Ja;rt.ment of' Mines & Minern.ls 

James F'. '£harp 
William G. O'Leury 
Oscar 'l'. Summers 
Gene Mitchell 
Thoma:., H. J oh11son

fuug Monroe 

Distric� Supervisor 
Dist1·ict Su,;_,ervisor of ;\nnlyst 
/IIlalyst 
imalyst 
Inspector 
Inspector 

Ray Bartley 

Olcl Re1?ublic Insm0ru1ce Co,,nany 

Investigator 

Mine Safety a!:d J!c:1lt}1 1\dministrution 

\hll:i run M. Craft 
Hudson Sorrel 

LC�il.ic j�. Brnt;G 
,Jessie F. Rideout 
Charle,; r'. Clai•k 

Distri.ct 1-lo.nuecr 
Sul.>d).st.1·tct Mru1acer 
Coal Mine Insr,cetion Supervisor- (Acti.ni;) 
Special Tnvestj,r;ato:r 
Coal JctLnc Inspecto1' (l!.'lectrical) 



Data Sheet U.S. Dcpartrn:mt oi labor 

Mino SO�t;!y a:id Htc.:lth Ad'1"'1inistt31iOn 

•·o Helt C'I E,aner 
-l. Age:� s. Jc� ,,�ss1h:::.:.t1,n: __ ..:..:,=c=..--=====------ ------------------

6. E1pcr1cfltt 4! t!'us .:1.1sl1f1,::;.\i::m: _<LJr .. onJJl;,,s ______ _

Opcratin?; locomotive 

9. Vit!i.Te's e,.;ie!ier.c.e ,H tr.is ic!i..,;ty: __ .s2'-'m""'o"11.,_.',::c,che,�e.· _:-__,10,' n,,.,t:.:t'::..1=.·.::n-,:.i=.'::cc_,t:.,e,:;n:.:.;:t:;;l:.:l2.' _______________ _ 

10. Was •;1c:fm tra,Md in 1:-:rs t.:s�? ___ y,_,,.e,.,;,__ ____________________ ..:_ _______ _

____________ Oale recer,ea 

___Jiew J.!:i .ne,' Train:i !1"< - lQL!.2:ul..L:'<----------------------­

Basic (Task) - 02/2:;/80 

1, , 11 •.rrs. , • . · .q ·.,�s .. ... ,tatpe:1.encs a suOtfVi!Jr:_�.:_=:.:::..:... _______ 1�. ,1ot.i! m1n1,�-g excer1tr.cr.� ..:.• ·-·-�''-"'= •:;:,:. _ __: _____ _

16. He�u;, i!.M SJ:e1y <-OursesiTr,wm:g reter,t:d (relalod 10 Me!dentJ ____________________ Date �ecci•;((I

Re<1ui.re:d Cert; i'ication and QuaJ.:ification. F'irst Aid, Accident

Heal th & Safety Asnccts of '11ask AssiP,nrnent 2 Ha,?.arcl Recorr.nit·i on 

17. When w,1!. :he �uoerv1�tJr 1,:.s1 l)rt!etll ?! w::cen1 sce�c pr;�r 10 1r.eie.c:oen:'! ___ ,_?_,1
.:.).:.•,:ln,:·:_ ____________ _

Instnictc(l her to brine; the rock-dustei· to the 

encl oi' the track when it was empty of dust. 

�- Wben was r.!l !ast :n con1.Jc1 w,m :ne ... ,.;:,m? ---'--c.""'"m'"'�-------------------------

2) Oio tie ,ss�e rn�1ruc:lior,s te!cill\·e to tr,ttm�en1? ...!n!:o,!... __________________________ _ 

' , ,. 

I 
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Special Data Sheet U.S. Deparlmenl of L:,,boc 

Mine Salc,y a�d Hcallh Acrn,c,i�!r;,,:.;,� 

1, vona�e o(circu1t in.-11v«1. ---------------------------------------­
l. VO/tJ,;e to vmicn v1�:1m w,:,5 e.:oO"' ... .:a: -------------------------------------
3. type.of 1upp:y mcull!y Jtrolley wire. �n.101e recl1lii::r. wye c�M1t-c!ea secor.c.uy. dc!t:i c:,,1:-,e.::ec seco�cJr-y) __________ _

4, Type, s12e, and lniUl,Hlon f�lln:j of COML·Clii( 1;.vcivea: ______________________________ _ 

S. Etectric.alprotec11ori tor tirt.i•I: ---------------------------------�-----

6. Grounel :au! l L·1p..-ih;eiJ.pnatc.n!'JJ: ------------------------ -----------
7. \"✓iring C1agr,1m cl c:ri;;u11 ir.volvej \Jr.:irn 11,;:)arJ!.e cr��•r.gJ: ---------�----------------- ­
S, Conaitionotmine l!oor: --------------------·---------------------

9. Was vlclir., w�;;.ring ruc:i�r -:;cots? Yes S r:o (J Cono11ia,,, ;t .:oou: 

Conai!ion: _____________ _ 

11. Typcot Jr;irne9rour.Ccr.g 1:i, eau::-,r:-,�n;: ___ _______________________________ _
. '· ., .. .. •, 

l3. MOOel. arioroval nu:noor. an::I r-1r.-,� o: :na,n,n.:· J•i4gG-}! ?-60T-Goodman Ut.i 1 it v Loe otr.ot:i vc 

(1-;ulc). sci·:i.al No. �L'<-0787 
14. Mac,'iine ... �!tage: 2�)ov. D. C. 
15. Oicl oes,gn ot m�cn,Mi ctn\nt::.itl! tOJc:::je::.t? Yes:: Uo-�
lG, 010 mainter:.anci.' c:e11�1enc1es �:::r.tutv;e 10 .a.:::oe:1t? YH = No 2
17. Uame or cff!c1.11 resc,crm:,ie lcr �in:::nJr:c.e rd ecd,;:;meni: __ ....,D"'?ec-..:V_,i,,d::.....,_t,:f e=.<,:lc;!",:<'!�,1,,>"'a"t"'· !,,1�-------------
1s. Exi::er,er.-:totooera1or _ __ "2,__,m=o"s,.· :.· -------------------------------
19. was machine �,n9 o:::-e.r.a:.eo .,..,t�iM,;te limits 01 ,;.s c,;oa:,1!1t'(, 'fts � �,o =




