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ABSTRACY

Cn Yednesday, Juie '+, 1930, at apmrexzimztely 7:30 p.m., 2 powered

hauvlage zecident occurred zleng the mzin north track envry resulting

in the death i Jackie lMarie Herran. classified belt clezner. Herrzn
i

had spproxzimaticly 8 montng mining e',evﬁcnce a8 2 beli cleanrer znd
rock duster. There were no eyewiines it appeared that Herren
was rockx dusting alone utilizing & utiliiy trolley .locomotive/persornel
ceiriey, pulling a {raci-nounted sting machine. Arparenily
the trolley mole cane off the wire end while she was trying te replauce
it the lecemotive rollcd under an cvercost &and 2 vas crushied between
the overcaslt and the vop of the locomoiive. Couse of the accident

was fzilure to ston ithe locomobive and set {he vtrake vefore attenmting
to revluace the trolley mole on the trclley Swire.



Commentary

On the day of thc aceident herran started work &t the regular starting
time of h p.m. At the start of the shift she was ausigned the job of
cleaning the HMzin East Belt drive and rock-dusiing the Norih track
entry by Alan Sheffer, fAssistant Mine Foremian. ierran, in the company
of Sheffer, comvleted the Jjob of clesning the drive avout 7 n.m., at
which time Shefier lLleft to go te Mo. 1 wnii., Prior to lcaving, Sheflfer
instruclted Herran to take the rock-duzling macnine back to the end of
the North itrack when it was emply. ‘'hen Sheffer left lierran she was
traveling at & slow rate of speed and rocik-dusting in a normal manner.
tihen Shefi'er retuwrned about 30 minutes later, he found the loconotive
end rock-dusting machine under the Ho. 5 wnit overcast, about seven
crosscuts oubtby the North piggybacit drive. Nerran was lying on ner
back in the locomotive on the trolley wire side.

Shefier checked lerran for wvital signsg and detected & wezk pulse.

He then uncoupled the locomotive from the rock-dusting maechine and
moved it outovy from under the overcast to where there wag more
clezrance owvecr the top of the locomotive and started mouth to mouth
resuscitaticn. Alter attemnts to revive Herran proved futile, Sheffer
went to o nearby mine phone and tricéd to contact Buddy Ford, the

.. mine foreman. ¥Ford did not respond to nis call &nd Sheffcr immediately.
"~ called the Koo S unit for an ambulaonce car. - Archice Coburn answered
thie phone on the Ho. 5 wnit and vroceeded to the scene with the
ambulance car. At the same time Ford was in a position to hear the
~mine whone and Sheffer told hic what had happened. -Ford leit immedi-
ately for the scene. Sheffer then reswned revival attempts. Avout

6 minutes later Coburn 2ud Ford urrived on the scene with the
ambulance car. Herran vas rlaced in the ambulance car and transported
to tne surface as attemmts to revive ner continuwed. llerran was
iLransported to the Union County liospital. where she was pronounced

dead by Dr. George Welker.

Discucsion and Evaluation

The investigation rewealed the following factors relevant to the
occurrence of the accident:

1. The victim was considered By managenent and coworkers to be
compet.etit and well qualified to operate the rock-dusting machine
and 1he utility locomolive.

2. The wtility locomotive was examined by an MSHA electrical
inspector after the accident and defccts were nol detected.

3, The Lrolley wire in the area of the accident was apparently
in good repair.

i, “he vertical height under the overcast (52.2 inches) was
approximately the height of the coal sewn (53 inches).



5. ”he vottom along the track entry was graded inby and oulby the

overcast to provide a gradaal descent.

6. he change in clearance,
with reflectors.

‘! The roci-dusting machine
fully loaded.

8. Imgineering specsfications
ihal the utility locomotive was mechanically capable cf oulling the
rocr-dusting machine and also had the bvﬂking capacity to stop the

at the overcast,

s5et out by

fmlly loaded locomotive and rochi-duster

Findings of Fact

he manuf

wvas adequualely markced

weiglied approximately 16,000 lbus.

zcturer showed

The investigatien did nol rewveal any violations of Title 3@ CFR.

Conclusion

It was the consensus of the investigat
of the zccident was failure to stop

ing commitiee that the cause

Jbefore attompiing to put the trolley pole back on the wire. Kot

facing the directicn o' travel

was a contributing f{actor.
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APPLERDIX

List of persons furnishing information and/or present during th
invesligation:

Pezl,0dy Coal Cormmwuny Cfficinls

Jack Bemnett Vice~President Operations
W, 8. Smith Corporatc Safely Dircetor
George Deun Asat.. Corporate Safetiy Virector
Stephon B, Eharp Divicional Director
John Sleelinan Kectrical Fngincey

Charles LicGregor Superintendent
Robert Tackett fssistent Superinbiendent
Sam Corbelt Mine lManager
Sidncy Joe Safciy Director
David ledgepaih Chief Ilectrician
Buddy lord Mine Foreman
Romnie Ricketis Assistent iinc Foreman
Alan Sheifer hssistent lMine Foreman
Duzne lorris Safetly Manager

Representallives of tiners
United line Werkers ol fmerica

Tommy CGaston - " ¥President, District £3- .
Lewis Chaney Ut Saf'et y Coordinator (Underiyround)
James 5. Rowe ULEIA Bafety Cocrdinztor (Surizce)
Jack Dizon . 1. L-.J..‘J-_, it oul‘J‘Co P_)
"Rovert Campbell Chaimaan, SaTety COﬁmibtcc, L.U. 23C5
D. L. Burton Safety Comnittiecman

ary Morgan Safely Cemmittcoeman
Thomas Kissinger Sufety Comuittceman
Noyes Utley Safety Committceman
Archic Cotuwan Roof'-Bolting Machine Operator

Kentueky Dewartiment of Mines & linerols

James ¥, Therp Dislricl Supcrviser

William G. O'Leax bistrict Supervisor of Analyst
Oscar ‘1'' Summers Anglyst

Gene Iitchell Mmalyst

Thomus V. Jehnsen Inspector

Doug ionroe Inspector

0ld Rewnublic Inswrance Conopany

Ray Bortley Investigator
}Mine Cafety and Hezlth Adminisiraticon
William M. Craft Districl HManaper
Hudson Sorrel Subdisirict Menager
Leslic H. Bragg Coal liinc Inspection Supervisor (fcting)
Jessie ¥. Rideoul Speeiul Investifnlor

Charles . Claik Cozl linc lnspector (Mleclrical)
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Special Data Sheet

US. Department of Labor

Mine Safety and Health Adminisliaion
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1, Valiage of ecuit invawved,

2. VOI2GE 10 v0:Ch vIC M A S ex 0053,

3. Type.of suoply sircuniry {trolley wire, pOriadId rechilitr. #y2 cInnected se€8ACaTy, Jelt (3anesle Seconsary)

4. Type. s12e, and insulation rainy of cenducive 1nveiveq:

5. Elecirical protechian tor Greil:

—_—

6. Ground :2uittp value 13 phase cavy):
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—
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12. Name of manulacturer of maching invaived: Goodman souipment Corporalicn

13. Mocel, 3nroval abmber . and typasemacnne: 1490 -112-60T-Goodman Ubility Loccmotive

(iule), Serisl Ho. MI-C787

14. Kacking varage: 250Y, D.C.

15. D16 Cesgn 0f machise contnbuly Lz dengent? Yes T Noif
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17. kame of ofticazl reseinsiQ's for M2mrizngnce of euidment; David Hedsena

18. Exper-2ncoof cperaior 2 mes.
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