PRAIOVARY REITORT OF

20
EXPLo8ICH 1@ ZIO.A MIDE, FBAR AL CAUDEN, WRS? VIRGIUIA.

olo

The emplosion occurred in the Ho. 20 HMine of the Dovia Cool & Colm
Compziyy, zear Fiix Ganden, W. To., about 7:40 A. M., lendsy morning, Zpril
24, Walch resulted in tho death of iweaby-thros rem.

Hotliceg of tho explosiom wos Tocelived at the Pitisbursh stotion
about 3 2, Y. on the swe dato. Hesars., Pawl, Jomes, Nyma and Davis, wiih
gix elmets, ono pulmotor, two oxygen tanks and rochorming supplles, ehc.,
lefs Piitolurgh over the B. & 0. at & o'clock the same cvening. o porty
arrived at Cumborlimd at 12:3C mmd had the rescuo sppevatus tranmsfsrzed 4o
the Vostorn Zaryland Reilway ard left Cumborimd ahorily sfior 11 o'clock.
The frip from Cumborland to O%t, which wos the point on the roiirced
zeerosy to the ming, wos mode by epecial_tmin, and the perty zrrived o
its destluation at 1:50 A. ., April 25.

The Sgranton ¢cor with ¥W. D. Roberts and Fellam on 14 arrived at
the samo veint shortly aftor 6 Ovclock of the sams morming.

fgcording to the %B%m broucht out ot the inguesd, the fom
Zrd beon shnd down for the preceding thirty-six hours of loash.

On the day of tho explosion the fen mon cxrived ot tho mize ab
5130 d. M., 2pd hed the f2n startod af 6:50 A. M. I% wos siosed the
Foreran had gone into the mime o mke an exmminatiom, dut i vas underbaln
whether 4he men waited outside wmtil he roturned.
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The explosion ccourred betwoon 7:485 axd 8:15 Al M., the exzed $ime
being weeriain. Thoro vore fwonty-oiaht mem in 4he mine ot $his disog
€ive of thoge mon wore workdng in what 1s Imown as the LoDt Hoading, fron
which reoms were driven to ihe cuterop, ond thees men had zo difficully in
getiling out safely through cubihroughs to tho surfocs.

It took the nemi thres doys Yo recover the bodiss, zlow prosross
bolng made on soooumt of the dAiffienliy in restering satlsfactory vontils-
tiom.

A very heooty 2nd incomplete izvestigniion was mnde vy 3 parsy
umdor ths swpervlisisn of ths Siate Hine Ingpector. This party deeclded thad
the explosion occwared b $he faco of the Dean air course, due o & blom
oud shot from an overcharpe of powder; 1t woo thought theb thils hole wos
charzed with both Momnbsl mi blank vomior.

It wos impossidle for the men from the Daresn of Mfines to male a
thoreush ezomination en ac«comﬁ of tho foot that even as iale as Fridsy
blecilarp was fowmd in one of the air conrses snd in the rocua nearly.

| The mizms a% thig time wes termorarily in oharse of & incompetent
men, the greater part of hose comsctsd with ihe mine Delmg present st the
Inquest.

In a&ﬁiﬁim 0 tho msatiafzotery conditicns inside the mizme, ths
arrangexent at the £on houss wes very dsnoerous. Tho bollor was in the
same bullding as Yho fan. Since the ooplosion ccewrred safety lamps had
bosn cleaned ond ropalrsd in the boiler room and thore was comsidersbie
groase and oil iylng srouzd on the flser. Conditicons wore very favorabls
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to an agcidontal fire stami.zzg in this doiler nouse, cand if 13 hod astorted
great Aifficulty would have doon encounbered in putting it oub, &8 no
provision had deen made for sush an ascidont. Tod suoh a fire started
while the mon wers in the ming, the smoko and frmes would have been Blom
into the mine by the fxn, inssmch sg it was 2 blowing f2m. For this
reason 1% was thought best to postpons 2 detelled lnvesdlgmtion wmtil 4o
ventilation hnd Deen yut In o more satisfastory conditlon.

The gororal condlbion of fie mire was very wessilsfoctory. The
boadings, from which most of the pwesent oubput is obiained, hove quite
izrpe acowemlations of very dry dust seattored along %o road. %he eantrios
are drivem 21 foeot wide, hal? of whileh is robbed up, and gmat guantities
of Vory fine black dust cover these gob piles. |

The roads were sometimes syrinkled from barrel wagons, bub ths
woriing places had never been spriz¥led. In zdaidion 4o this, gos wes
beingz meds mear the foce of two of the ortries, mud one men testified of
the ingquest thab he had 11t gos less thon w0 weeks amo in his room noaw
the fa0e of ths Dean heoading,

Conasidering all these conditions, ihe ming w2g cartalmly nod in 2
safe gondition, notwithstonding the foot that it wes So reperted by tne
District Hine Inspechor om 4k 15tk of April.

Rsspectfnily submiited,
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; since yesterdav aiterngé"
sous. were “buried at
Rescue Partles Penetrate Nearly a Mile But Somn oo gt :t
# I i T e 43 ver
- Are Still a Great Way from the En- ot e 5:“;&;9&;;:; ‘;“\:t;
tombed Men. ‘Caused of Ex. | , f;:"‘;;;;;;t;;‘ﬁ;;ebieu 20, Soreral
losmn Not Determmed o S Corsnar otiat ol

Comnar Ronman who is conductin

fid the
mquest adJourned that” boﬂy today u1i
2 oclock tomorrow’ }norning f -
e ihg In’the evidence hag° been’
‘ ward to ‘attach’ blam "to the
any mannenl__ .

ELK GARDE\' W V., Aprxirz-&
Ott Mine No. 20 of the Daws Coal
sult " of an e\plosfon that wrecked
to.be one chance in a.thousand thg
of «Iebms are blocking the way,

—Tw entz-three mmers were entombed in
& Coke Company near here, as the re-
the mine today. There is not believed
tany of the men are still alive. As tons

it is not’ expected that most of the v1ctunb
11: be reached before tomorrow afterwdon Oue body has been recovered.

irhe ‘cause of. the explosion has not. been determined.  Whether the ex-
plosion was dué to gas or dust will not be known until a complete investi-’
g'mon ‘has been made - As soon ds the accxdent oc‘curred Supermtendent'*
R b 'L

[ _thzs afternbon the rescuers’ had penetrated
t about fpur thousand feet from the eumde entry ““There “still remain-
\bout thé _Sania distance to go befire % reachmv the huried miners. -
Ot ‘Mine’ ‘No. 20, Ts | almost . dmectly‘under the _town of Elk Garden
'The mouth of the i is ahou* : . mxle from the

the’No 90 mme at a

n;or Rumon Ja.n____
lham Pugh;’ Hawtho




- IE KILLED IN BLAST 7 oo
 FRCH DUST OR GAS IN | expLosion U} fLMINE KILLS 23, | TEN MINERS RE20RTED
- WEST VIRGINA MINE.| 5. onns L e 1w

LED.

— -
lExploﬂion of Dust or Gax in (,}ol\ffery
i

Virginia . Are Near Elk Garden, West. Va.

Americans. ELK GARDEN, W. Va., April 24—Ton min-

ers were reported to have been killed in a|,

\_ric‘tn“ns at Elk Garden Are All Amer-

icans—Rescuers at Work Elk Garden, W. Va., April 24.—Twenty-

1

in Shaft xs b i three miners, all but one Amertcans, are geag | 8as or dust explosion at eleven o'clock this i
Z In Ott mine 2 of the Davis Coal and Coke ‘morning in Ott Mine No. 20 of the Darvis
'ELK [Associated Press Telezram] company; the result of an explosion today. ‘Coal and Coke Company, about a mile from

i s
GARDEN, W. Va., April 24.~~Ten -

: gas o dust sxprosion n op oA | E(ng § _ia; m? %S |
23 10 A COAL AINE

this plare.

s

!

’ et - j*«-—"‘ ‘-m.- s .
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23 MINERS ENTOMBED.
Fears That None of Them Mry Be

Rescued Alive, -k

. e . 2
ELK GARDEN, W. Va., April 24.—-Twen-
ty-three miners are entombed in Ott mize

g i

20 of the Davis Coal and Coke company
about a mile from this place, at 11 o'clocl;
this morning.
Supt. Robert Grant ang several miners
3_ntered the shaft shortly after the explo-
iion to rescue the mine workers, who are .
11 Americans. The explosion wrecked the

-

L0

Kt
nine. ) [ No. 20 of the Davis Coal & Coke Company
There were several miners at "work, al- -\;‘ ! here, the result of an explosion early to-

| Great Masses of Debris Block Tun-

nels at EBlk Garden, W. Va,, and;

¢scuers May Not Reach the Im-
prisoned’ Men for Days.

‘hough the full day shift was not put to.
work this morning. As far as can he
‘earned all the miners got out except the
‘en who are reported to be dead. - i

day, and little chance is held out for them
rescue of any of them alive because of'
the tons of debris that has thus far imped-
ed the progress of rescuers. It cannot be
learned yet whether the explosion was |
caused by dust or zas. Officials of the’
fcompany #ay they have never known their '
rimines to be gaseous. ;
i PITTSBURG,

TEN.BELFEVED KILLED

3 i
Workmen Cuughtr Underground by :

1

I
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7 IN A MINE EXPLOSION

Accident in Coal Workings Near
-  Elk Garden, W. Va.
~ELK GARDEN, W..Va.,, April 24.—T
miners are believed to have been killy
today in an explosion in Ott mine No. ¢
of the Davis Coal and Coke Compan"
about a mile from this place. Superir
tendent Robert Grant and a number ¢gy
miners_entered the mine shortly after thesu
aceident to rescue the mine workers, whios‘
‘are all Americans. The explosion wreckan g
the mine . i PRt T

23 Miners Entombed By =

;Mine B 13572; All Doomedgg }'

- . ] . . Sq
Explosion ‘Wrecks Colliery Near Elkhet
; . . - DAY
Garden, W. Va.; One Body Recov- |o:
ered; Little Hope for Victims. a:

BELK  GARDEN, W. Va, QApril 24.-{0:
Twenty-three miners were..entombed in
Qtf.mine.Ng, 20 of the Davis Coal & Coke
Company, near here, as the result of an
explosion that wrecked the mine to-day.fj,
There 13 Dot belleved to be one chance in, ¢,
a thousand that any will be taken out’Jp
alive./ As tons of debris are blocking the’ o
way. it i3 not expected -that most of the 11t
victims will be reached before to-morrow

afternoon. One body has been recovered.

The cause of the explosion has not been
determined. e .

All but one of the entombed men are
‘Amerleans, That. the disaster was not of |
greater magnitude !s due to the faet that|3
digging of coal had been suspended tem-:}*
porarily and a reduced force was cleaning

-

iloosened by the explosing:

‘| crusiced beneath 2
1

CEATH GF TRAPPED MINERS -
SEEMS ALMOST A CERTAINTY

£

Cause of Accident Is Unknown—
Property Owned by the Davis
Coal and Coke Company-—Lay-’

Off Saves Many Lives. :
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Szocial Dispateh to The Iater Ocean. 4
ELK GARDEN, W. Va., April 24, —Twenty-
three miners are entombed in Oit mine, No.
20. of the Davis Coaland Coke company here,
the rezult of an explozion early today, and
I1ittle chance is held out for the rescue of |
any of them alive because of the tons of !
debris thar has thus far impeded the prog-
ress of rescuers. It canuot be learned vet
whether the explosion was caused by dust
or gas. Officials of the collpany say they
have never known their mines to be gaseous.
As soon as the accident became known
Superintendent Robert . Grant organized a
Fescue corps of the mine. s off duty, and these ’
attempted to enter the mine. after notifying |
tae ofcials of the coai.company at Cumber-

land. n K

The rescue parties *ad not advanced far,
inte the workings befare they discovered it}
would take several days to dig through che |
heaps of roof coal and slate-that had been !

2w It then was de-
cided to effect an entrance mearer the prob-
able poiat’ of the explozion by cutting
through the wall of an adjoining mine owned j
by the same company.
Find One Dead Maan.

Alter penstrating about a mile down the
p:ain entry, the rescuers tonight found the
Gody of 2 mazn notyet identified. He had been
fall of slate, as if the rocf |
had crumbled as he was running out of the
mina. The discovery of this body disheart.
ened the rescuers, whoare positive that none
of the otliers can he alive, i

the workings. . B
As soon’as the aceident occurred Super-|.¥
intendent &rant orzanized a rescie corpsi/d
“ond entergd the mine; Late this after-|i’
‘noon “the Fescuers had penetrated to the| I
No. 20 e at a point about 4,000 feef]|
trom 'the¥ outside entry. . There still re-
mained nbout the.same distance to go
'Lefore reaching the buried miners, . - .
} < The- Oty jmide, Now 20 18 almost directly

i
I
;

o

5 i

Several yards beyond the passage was com-
pietely blocked by the collapse of the raot.
ebind and under this falf it is believed the
bodies of the miners lay. f3as {s heavy in
the main entry ard in the workings not to-
tally blocked by coal angd slate, aud rescuers
‘have to work in short sBifts. With the ar-.
rival of a government rescue car and crew_g"
i the MOFRIBE b 15 avnertad A Dagah bhis

o

; first aid miner,

April 24 —TUpon receipt off

cinews of the disaster at the executive of-'
- fices of Bureau of Mines here rescue car

No. 1, statdongd at"Wikesharre, was order- .
ed to Elk Garden, and a crew was dis-.
patched from here for relief work. From:
the executive offices went YW. D. Roberts,
and George T. Kellam,
mine foreman; while from the Government
testing station went L. M, Jones, assistant:
mining engineer; John T. Ryan and David:
D. Davis, first aid miners. 4

The relief car and crew will reach the:

scene before daylight in the morning.

0

Coroner’s

Be




o

\Fourteen .

1 podies had been takerr out of Otto mnie

| Department of Mines, “started an inves-

*of the Gq'

e
i

4

 DISASTER
__;cov_e;*é' Sat Elk Gar-

v S
Bodies Re-

vagr;, W.Va.
Elk Garden, W. “va.. Xpril %3.-Fifteen ‘

~o. 20 of the Davis Coal Company at 19

ay, victlms of the disgetrous

o'clock to-d
oxplosion yesterday. b
Eight bodies are supposed (o bg in the
mine, and ‘the rescuers are try¥ing to re-
cover them. The bodies of it were found
about one-half mile from the entrance.
The bodiey are badly mangied and inden-
_tification will be difficult. This morning

- Johm Laing, Chief of the West Virgina

“tigation into the cause of the accident.
’A special train arrived this morning
bringing Assistant Engineer L, W. Jones
Y irernment Bureau of Mines, sta-
Pittsburg, accompanied bLY
Men John T. Ryan apd David

%5 TURKEY RN
" MINERS BARELY

st

mine accident at Klk Garden, by,
wrtrxixrl:% over-a score of men are thought ;o
nave lost their lves, was nearly ’gup i--
cated. in the Turkey Run mine_ No. 2,
near Natrona, yesterday, when 33 miners
miraculously _escaped death, when aie'
roof of {he mine caved in, completelyy
1 n entrance. . . ,
Dl’%(}:g t%rtchee of. men and four mules ‘were;.
in the mine at work when the roof tgg
the mine gave way, falling between
place where the men were working ?.n

<h ANICC e - D T e =
e e to the air shaft, while the
big. sections of the root caved in at then:
neels, the ‘33 - men nurried to safety
through tne shaft. -
ﬁggggd for’ hours, clearing the blocked
entrance to themina to r@?&&ﬁﬁﬁumulest

{in the mines, and whether the exDIO“;'WOl‘k. o

A large force of men.

1t

L3 MEN LX)
i

|

W VRGHAE

Not Believed That a Single Gne o N
Will Escape Death; Tons of {f1g Body | aken Qut--Roof)

Debris Block Rescuersyy = ] ]
. of Mine Caves in, |

UNI Hampering Work
Rescuing  Parties Fightiné —==

T ey s FOENTS R4 70 SN

Scene of Disaster.
{Special to the New Dominjon.)

. Elk Garden, W. Va., April 24.--

Twenty-three miners employed in the
Ott mine of the Davis Copl apd-toXe
Company at Elk Garden yere entomb-]
ed by an explosion of gas foday. T
is feared that ail of the miners ar(:3
dead, tlwugh the rescue work has
heen impeded greatly by the caving
in of the roof of the mine. One dea
hody has heen taken from the mine
and frantie efforts are heing made ¢

L

—

ONE BODY RECOVERED;
CRUSHED UNDER STONE

»
International News Secvice Speelal <

Elk Garden, W. Va., April g
Twenty-three miners were entombel
in Ott mine, No. 20, of the Davis Coa.
and Coke Co., near here, as the resul!
of an explosion that wrecked the mine
at 11 o’clock this morning.

There is not believed to be -one¢
chance in a thousand that any one o:
the men is still alive, On account ol
tons of debris blocking the way of res-
scue parties it i not expected the vie-
tims of the accident will be reachec

until to-morrow afternoon. That the ¢

I 3 ecach ' thos av A
disaster was not more dreadful iS‘due‘! b‘,‘ thetd(*biIQWho bave been Shut. ot
to the fact the coal dieging had been “pyp, Ullite‘:{iv States ) "
suspended temporarily, and a reduced GALES e SONICEII E T LY

mine rescue ear is being rushed here
from .Pit_tsblirg, and will arrive In the
marning. - -~ S e
Chief Mine Inspector Laing, of esi
Virginia, iy enrcoute here to take per:
sonal charge of the efforts to reach
the entomhed men. Deputies Shay,
Maorten aud Pirsky will assist in the
- el

force were in the workings. Ordinar~
ily when the mine is in full operation
ahout 200 men are employed on the
day shift, and the same number on the
night. ’ i
_ Officials of the company say they;
have no reason to think there Was gas.

i was due ‘to gas or dust, will not' i Tl - S
i DWIDR ++«The explosion is the first of a ser-i.

: il a- investiga g

zznk%:vsvnb;r;txin:dznmplete m?e g sdons pature In West Virginia in three
+Late this aftermoon one body was;.xears' - o= - LIRSS
found about a mile from the entrance,,

crushed to death under a'fall of stone.

Tate this afternoon the Yescuers had,

penetrated to a point of about 400 feet

from the entry. This is half the dis-

trance to the scene of the eXDIOSION .0




MINE. DISASTE

AT ELK GARDEN

Fiten Bodles, Out of 23 Wh
Were Entombed, Taken from
Mine Near Cumberlsnd,

- Fifteen bodies had been recoverad
from the Ott mines of the Davis Coke
and Coal Company, at Elk Garden,
W. SFseupae*Slosion and fire of
Monday are believed to have resulted
in the death of 23 miners. The mangl-
2d bodies were found about half a
mile from the shaff entrance, under
rons of coal that blocked the gallery
level at that point. Their condition
will make identification difficult, ex-
cepfiit in cases where metal mine

|

the dead workmen. The eight men
who are missing are believed to be
beyond the slate fall in the gallery,
and the rescue parties are working
desperately to penetrate the debris.
No hope is held out that the men will
be: ,'iound alive and it is practically

certaip that the chamber filled with|

poisonous gases immediately follow-
ing the explosion.

the heading runs back nearly ito

) Mine in West Virginia

The mine is more|
than one and omne-half miles long.and|

e

' mangled and identification will be dii-

1 . - of the West Virginia depar £
checky are found in the .clothes of} 4 ol

_-DEATH LIST

‘As Result of Accident in

Numbers 23.

Elk Garden, W. Va., April 35.—Fif-
; teen bodies had been taken out of the
| Ott mine No. 20 of the Davis Coal com-|

pany at 10 o’clock today, victims of]
1

And Twenty-Two Coal

s

———i e

lfthe disastrous explosion yesterday.
?Eight other dead bodies are supposed
/to be in the mine which the rescuers
;are trying to recover. The bodies of
!fourteen, recovered were found about
fone-half mile from the entrance.

' One body was recovered last hight.
The bodies are charred and badly

ficult. This morning John Laing, chie?
mines, started an investigation of the
cause of the accident, which is un-
known. A special train arrived this
morning bringing Assistant Engineer
s W. Jones of the government bureuu
Lpines.sadion at Pitf$hurgaccompa-
ied by First Aidmen John T. Ryan and
lawid D Davis., -

THE EL

-

K GARDEN EXPLONION

I al o] ] }
Eternal watchfulness is the price;

ki

3
of safety in mines. The disaster a

village of Elk Garden.
| S ) s, e

he mine d_llsa
{gﬂ'ghmer home by

tically & t
Generally it is the foreig

fers most severely in such _calamities.

", JBET15 BODIES FROM MINE
- Aight More Thought to Hemain
A Wrecked Colliery.

Elk Garden W. Va., April %.—Fifteen

ster in West Virgini:;'q
the fact that pra

i1 of the victims are Americall fpomy’
element that su

N ]

i
columns relate is the third explosion,

Elk Gz;m{this morning’s
gas or dust which has 'oecurred‘;
this state since January, 1909.‘
During that cime} in the neigllbdrhood
of 140,()00,009 tons of coal have beeg
mined and the death rate from e:('-}

in

in

-

In the Davis Drift-<at

Elk Garden, W. Va.

|Chiefs Believe That Every

Man Has Perished.

Much Debris and Fumes

Hamper Rescue,

|All But One of the Vie-

tims Were Americans,

Nearly Every Family in Ham-

let Has Relatives Among

the Missing.— One... ' { .

Body Recoveregi.

“MinersAre-Ertomet ==

bodigs had been faken out of the Ott mine
No. 20 of the Davis Coal Company at 1¢
_o'clock today, victims ‘of the disastrous
explosion yesterday. Eight more bodies
are supfosed to be in the mine and the
Tescuers are trying to recover them,
. The bodies of fourteen recovered werg
found about one-half mile from the en
trance. One body :was  recovered las
night. The bodies are charred ang badly
'maingled -and identification Will he Giffl
- cult. ] — :
This morning John Laing,
- West Virglnia Department. of Mirnes
started an investigation of the cause o
the accident, -A special train arrived thi
morning bringing Assistant Engineer 1.
W, Jones,. of the Government Bureau o
Mines Station at Pittsburg, accompanie
.py first-aid men John T. Ryan and Davic

. bt
P 3o o

D.. Davis. ...

chief of thr

RE TR X S

_reyort for 1909 shows that there
_eonsiderable . room fof‘l-mI“'C"if‘-m“m{vt

plosions has been reduced to the low!

est point in the state’s histqi-y.'. Thd
two explosiér;s which oécun
Fairmont field a few months ~agd
one of which cost three lives, w'érg
accidents pure and” simple and du?*‘

rred in thy
L FT

to permeation of gas from adjoinin;

gas wells through tlhe earth for a dif!

tance of over a half mile. "The 19}
reporL,iof the min‘eA department
‘the O'tzrmine is not ay'ailz;b!é_beqagz
it -has not yec beeg}isgi{?d, but 't

.

— e a s

=

SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE ENQUIRER. 2
Cumberland, Md.,, Aprii 24.—-Twen'ty~two‘
men were entombed by an explosion in Ott
Mine No. 29, at ‘Elk Garden, W, Va.,, on
the Western Maryland Ra!lfva.y, about 40
miles south of Cumberland, thig morning,
and all are believed to have perished.

The entombed men: ’

John Pritchard, ‘William Pearson,

Arthur Pritchard, * John White,

Tamor Runion. - - - 'Wilburn Shears, . A
AR /. N LA
Jame Brown. ~Harry Treanum, .-

J,

)
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Caught Two :”,'Mﬂes Under Ground

]
!
|

.’c

o

Th Dead ~
_strlkmg contrast to- the
us _aI ‘mine explosxon ‘the vxc-
“in thxs case, with oie LeX-
tion, are v-&mencans o

AMOUR. RU’\HON
,,AME,S BROWN :

LLIAM, PUGH,
SHAWTHORNE PATTO!
ﬁiﬂgzvms >ATTON

*From the - execu».;ve “office’ _went W.
&D Roberr,s, Airst. aid.. mmer % and

t‘thle from the

}
in the day sh:ft and about the same
number at night. -A temporary sus-
pension of. work, however required
fewer men in the mines, ‘else the eas-
uality mxght hzue been greater

RESCU’E CAR TO THE SC.E;NE

: Upon recezpt of news of the dlsas~
ter at the executive offices. of .the
bureau ‘of mines at thtsburg -rescue
tar No. 1, stationed at Wilkes-Barte,
 was ordered‘to Blk Garden and a
crew was dispatched for relief work.

rge T Keuman “ming” foreman,

pene'tra.tmg a.bout a. » mile
down the main entry, ‘the rescuers

¥Monday nizght found the body of a

‘man; net.yet identified, -<It had ‘been

jerushed beneath” .a:fall of slate,” as

‘though' the roof had cmmbled a8 hef
was :pnn‘ng out’ ‘of the mine. ’I‘he
d1scovery_“ of, thls Jnody \isheanened
rescuers, who are positive that none
of he others can be ahve

LSRN

@

ot

!'

— e Wi e s

Ww W

ol Speciax ,t.o T.)e P

] from\ the shaft entrance under tons

"ICTIMS BLA

RE.\f -&I\S OF

TElk Garaen
o’clock t‘m:’ )
had been Ienovered from the” Ott
mine of the Davis Coal & Coke com~
pany at Chaffee, near here whereL
an explcsion and fire’ yesterday is
believed to. have resulted in the
death " of 23 miners, The bomes,
,black‘ene‘d charred "and mangled,
were found on a ledge half a’ mlle

of "¢oal whxch blocked ‘the ga.llefy
‘level at that point. ‘The "condition’
cf the bodies ~will make 1dent1ﬁca—
uon\ very dlfﬁcult except m eases
where the metal “mine’ che ks are

found in the clothes of the




Giﬂ' m MINE

Heat in xhe‘saueries‘ at‘mk Garden|
~ So Intense That B!a hes
' Are Bumed

Officials ot the Dav1s Coal and Coke

Comgany, at Elk Garden, W. Va.,"Sint]

yesterday morning that the last of the
bodies of the 23 victims of the ex-

plosion of Monday mornirg kad been
located. The last three bodies were
tound yesterday morning and removed
from the mine. -
.The heat in the mine was so in
tense that the clothes of the miners
were burned off some of the men
The eary of a mule killed in the dis
aster, broke off close to the head a:
if they were pasteboard.

General Manager Otr, after whom,
the mine was named, :msterday morn-
ing gave out the statement fixing the
blame for tae disaster on John Pugh,
one of the miners, who with his coa,
William, was killed.

“An overcharge of powder cons1dered
safe, waz the cause of the accident,
According to Manager Ott, it was

Johu Pugh who set off the charge. i

i

i
t

iy

-~duced force was cleaning the workina\.:

b
I
E

Explosion Wrecks the OL*I
Workings of Davis Coal
and’ Coke Company. |

i
BeLEie
VN

RESCUERS BLOCKED

Temporary Shutdown Pfe\)ex;‘té‘
400 Being Caught at Elk
Garden, W. Va.

~

FEDERAL RESCUE CAR i3 SENT "

fSeECIAL TELEGRAM TO GAZETITE 'i‘mx:s.]
ELK GARDEN, W. VA, April 24—
Twenty-tiiree miners are entombed in Ot
fnine No 20 of the Davis Coal and Cok®
f‘cmpans, near here, as the result of an

cxplosion that wrecked the mine at 1
o'clock this forenoon. There Is not be-
lxe\ed to ,be one cbange in a thousand
tha.t any one of the men ig still alive. Ths
cause of the e\{plosxon has not been de-
. termined. . -
Those in the mme are:
‘John Pritchard. William Pearson,
Arthur Pritchard, Joha White,
Tamor Runion, ~ Wiltiam  Shezrs,
.James Browo. . Harry Yannum,
- John R. Wilson. © James Dempsey.
Roy YWilson: 4 0. Dempsey.
Lester Wilson, Edward Hershberger.
Willlam Pugh. Thomas Yost, -
Hawthorne Patlon, Charles Wilsen,
~Thomas Wilson,”,  William Hetzel,
~ Geet White, Inknown ’&Ian.

, “’llham Busky. .
f'; Miners dre Amerwans.r _
‘All but Busky are Americans. That

"~ the dxsrxster was not even more dreadful

is -due 'to the fact that coal-digging ha.d

been suspended temporarily and a re-

Ordmanh -when the mine is in full opera-
tion, ahout 200 men are employed on the
day” shift and the same numoex on the

night shift. .

: - S
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Uthcmls of the companx say they hawer, -
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h
Gas Causes Disaster
in West Virgma

4

GETTING OUT. ALlVf_E

SMALL QHANCE OF

ELK GARDEN, \V Va.. JApril "-}-——
Twenty-three minersare entombed in Ott
Mine No. 20, 0f tthavls Coal and C ‘oke
Company here as the resilt of an ex-
plosion today, and little chance is held
out for the rescue of any of them alive
because of the tons of debris that bave
thus far impeded the progress of res‘
cuers.

In striking contrast to the usual mme
explosmu: the victims in this case, WIth
one excppt‘on, are ~ Americans. Thev
are: S
Johu Priehard Arthur Pncbam

Tameoer Runion Jame .

John R. Wilson Rn? \i’i:f.s‘::an

%@sﬁtr V\lj'luo[u 0. Dempsey -~
illinm Pugl H

Thomas Wilson G:&vtbnmﬁe?atmn 5

William Parson
William Shears
James Demnsey
Thomas Yost Charles Wilgo
“ulmm Heizel Willlam - Busky
One umrlennfled man. - -

Busky is the only alien.

Yarry Tannum
Edward Hershherger

.
4]
]
4 Cause Not_ Yet I\nown
It has not been. learned vet Wh Te

the explosion was caused by “dust oF gag

 Officials of ‘the company say t‘riey Ay

never known their. mines to. be' gaseoué; .
The re=cue parties had not advan &

far mto the workings before they

covered i Would. taLe severa] }i ¥8 t

dig through the heaps of roof “coal anq

slate that had been loosened by :thé-ex:
plosion. . It theés" a5 “decided Yo effe¢
an entrance nearer the probable pomf
of the explosion by cuttmg through the
wall of an adjoining wiine owned’ by the
same company. Late this afternoon’ the*

" rescuers penetrated to the No. 20 min

at a -point -about 4000 feet " ftom, the
outside entry. Thefe still’ remained.about’
the same distance” to o hefore™ eaching
the buried’ mineps; -
R Right Under Town
“The Ott Mine No. 20.ia almost di
tu_lder the town’ of Elk Ga.rden
on-a hill, "7
about half a°
:The mine usoally s empToy 200
shift- and J about

on_th




: \ \of"']g}xploaon m f
Maryla.nd Believed - to "I
o Have Pemhud Li

VORKMEN HIGH GRADE

Burled Dmployea Ameneans :
Commgtrom Good South-
ern Fa,mlhes. .

" sssaux_ Dxar.n‘cn To THE GLoas—Dmmcnn B}
Gt.TMEE'R.L.A\D MD., April 24.—Twen-
ty-three ‘men were entcmbnd by an ex-
-plosion in mine No. 20, at Off, near BElk’
arden, on the Western Maryland Rail-
way, ahout forty mﬂea soufh of Cum-
*berla.nd “this “morning, “and all are be-
heved "o have’ pemshed. One body was
covered 1ate to-day. About half of the
en were 'married and -have t'amt]ies. ES
Wh}le the mscuers are wor}dng a.t :‘raa.t
there hexng twn lu.rge parnes up-
er the direction of Robert Gran bes ;
supeﬁnterden: ‘of “the ‘rafrie, nll ‘hopd fd
G chmg the men sllve, ’I‘ue j
e"_s_" st.ﬂ’ng smi *th.ia !
grea.ﬂy mpedes the - pregreus of " tHe’ },
warkers _Many headings were ﬂned b'y
£alls o ‘eeal end the Woy te. “the ‘plads i
the men “were worklng is entlrely clese& i
|

[ S AOSIRE

Supt; Grant’ took 'his men thmugh an- |
other’ slape anzi into’ a heading near the {1}
qe_:.a.l\ad roem Work i pmgre-s mals - j
‘ing e eros=-cut tyrough the well of eoal /

‘tuw-a.rd the entomped men; “The 'Bas_or
er i.n t{:e mine




TWENTY BOIIES MR
BAOUGHT OUT OF MINE

Rescuéfs at Elk Garden Mine
Overcome by Deadly
Gas. //5 /

[Special Tel:gmm to The Dispatch.]

ELK GARDEN, W. Va, Aprl 25—
Bince noon today six additional bodies
were taken from the Ott mine of the
Davis Coal and Coke Company, where an
explogion yesterday entombed 23 men.
This makes a total of 20 blackened and
charred bodies that have been brought
to the surface. At 8:30 o’clock tfonight
five more hodies are in sight, but on ac-
count of the large accumulation of gas
in the wrecked mine the rescuing party is
able to work an hour at & time only and
the work of getting the bodies is slow.
Ag the rescuers go farthér back into the
_mine large accumulations. of gas are met.
At § o’clock this evening, J. W, Paul
“of the’ United States Bureau of Mines,
{who i& in charge of the work, and his
_sssistants, Willis .and May, were overcome
‘by gas and had to be carried to _the sur-
*face. .They were revived by physicians
“who were at the mine mouth after consid-
erable _difficulty. - Mr. Paul was wearing
~one of the nmew oxygen helmets and. he
‘wes not so far gone as Willis and May,
~whe were working without protection.




thtle HOpe-for Men &med ;
m Mme Near E}L Gar '
den, W Va o 3 ‘4‘.7._‘

MANGLED CORPSE FOUND |

Tpns of Slate and Debms Bar '
, the Way of Rescumg
Party. -y

{S pecial Telegmm £ The Dupatch ]
| ELE GARDEN, W. Va, April 26—
i':l'wenty three miners aré entombed in.Ot¢
Mine™No. 20 of the Davis Coal and Coke
Company, near here, as the result of an
explosion that wrecked the mine,” ‘at 11
o’clock this - forenoon There is not be-
heved to_ be one cha.nce in'a thousand that
‘one of £he’ men' is stxll a.hve. The
czmse £ the’ ekploszon has not been det.er-

Patton,“Thomas Wﬂson, Geet’ W}nte, Wﬂ-
ham Pea.rson J'ohn \Vhlte, Wﬂham qheam,




THE-OFT-MINE'DISASTER

’Verdlct of the Corcner’ ’Jury at
' Elk Garden, ‘W, Va. - -

[qpecml to- The Amerxcan'»}
C’umber\and Md., Apru 28,—*“That tne
fwenty-three men came to their deaths by
blown-out shot fired hv James Pritch-
ard or his sod’ Arthur 4 "us the verdict
rendered at T30 oclook this evening at
le Garden, W. Va., by the jury of m
quest sittmv in the Otf'Mine disnster
It y‘ls at otf Mine of the Davis Coal
and CoWny, on Mondax«@ that
and exnlbsxon of gas, at 8:30 o'clock in
the morniag, pa tly wrecked the mme and
cau=ed the death of every man that was
in the mine’ at’ ihe’ time. :_As the’ mme
was net working full there were ‘but 23
wen “in-it; ~cleaning up:. “At the(mqueﬂ:.
condueted before Coronér Roilman, by
the mine 1n~pection authoritiss of West
Vn‘gmia, there was no evidence fo shosr

.

thaf the comp'iny had been negligent or

w,as to bIame m any m B }
& Lo 2 {

Used‘by John Pugh Ohe of|
o thie Dead Miners, Caused
iExplosmn

i

e T

Door of r Who Lost
’K-'. -H\s Life a

o0
~

1ELK GARDEN W.Va., April
John Pugh, one of the miners kﬂled
in -thhe recent explosio

M-ux@No 20, was blamed with causing
the disaster in a statement issued by
General Manager Lee Ott of the Dav1s
Coal & Coke company, ‘today.” .'He
said from conditions found where the
bodies of Pugh and his son were dis-
covered that. Puglz e\ndently used an
over-cha.r'«'e Gf an’ expleswe, intend-
ed to overcome an excessive res1st—
ance, which was weakened by &’ “glip.”:
When the blast took place the -ex-
plosion —spread, igniting gas, ~wh1ch‘
saused the disaster. The last three'
bodies of the 23 wctims were ‘found
today.” -

“The funerals of a number of the
Actims was held today, and Elk Gar—1
ien has practically recovered from tb.e
shoek occasxoned by t.he;a.wful dis-

BLAME FUR ELK GARDEN &
. MIKE EXPLOSION PL EEB

ELK GARDEN Pa,; Aprﬂ 28——That
the death of twenty—three men. was

caused by a ‘blown out shot fired, DY}

!

,.posnnd in the gsame

of James ‘Brown was
ernport and wiil' be interred in st.

,‘Peters Catholic cemetery after _Te-

X

| years,

This was.a day of iunerals at Elk Gar-.\

den.
L yictims of the Ott
puried in the ’\Iethkenvine cemetery.

The bodies of the WO Pughs

115 of_ Vlctlm, of the.
e Held

[SPEC;AL TO TR
ELK ‘GARDEN,’ W

'Nearly all “of ‘the oodws of the
wex:a

mine disaster
were de-|
grave. The body,
btought to W est-‘,

qulem mass. The bodies of Iamesf_
;and Leo Dempsey were taken ‘to Hor-
i ton, Md., thelr old home. .The, body of
| willlam Ferson aged = thirty—three |
was brouvht to the home of his.
Mrs. Wmmm Rieber, Lonacon-
“George Hershberger,

. sister,

'ing, Md

James “Pritchard or hxs ‘son _Arthur,
. was -the finding of the eoroner’s jury 1
to-night, at the inquest‘fnto Monday's
exploemn in"Ott. Jming’ of the Davis

7
|

|
-
!

Cumberland and Mrs. william Con-

y. of Eckert, attended the fyneral
of their brother, wmdward Hershberger, ||
ione of the vicnms, today at B Elk _Gs,r- i

- ELR G&RIDE'\ WL Va., Aapril 26.—
e last threa b‘odles of the tv\enty-

3 M&Woday Gen. | Coal.and Coke Company- "Both Pritch- \'den o

Manager Leo Ot Of the cOmPany - ard and his son were among the vic! ' Fhere Is nearly ‘as much monring in.
Sigted that. the conditions Indicated tims. Coroner Rollmea,"who conducted| |ine George's creek region as at BIK{
fnat FoRn Pugh “one of the mmer< at no’ .evidence| |Garden on account of. nearly . halt of

¥the victims havmg come from -

‘section. A

i 7 Coroner Rollman, y ,

ing ‘the” inquest,’ ad;ourned that :pody.
until 9 o'clock tomorrow moming It
Fatated that’it “will tak ‘nearh

v 5 tOmMOTTOW <to finish the

Ki ed used a er
and is to blame for the a,ccidenu.

J_

AAn explomo ¥ mény" i
’)0 bel ;- The . state offici
ongmc’ to th the mme for endence today -So far,
rothing ‘in “the ﬁvidence .whag | 8
brought ; !orwa.rd 1o :atta.ch_v 1z
the "Davis. “Coal’ and Coke :C

owners of ‘l‘he ‘mine.

e = e e 0 e



L .alng and_De-ou-
fes” on_the LScene to l[‘:lxe Com- B

oing ali*in its power tq
istress mmthe fa.mlhes

e ———

Duputxes Will Investigate
;and Tell

\Y/HAT CAUSED THE
}IORRIBLE

. vaOFﬁcxa Phccs Blame on!

Miner == Four Wilsons
- \Y/ere Burled

L ELK (-ARDE\'

'-Cmf Mmc Inspcctor and

DISASTUx

“W. Va., April 26.—-
The 111 fated - Ott mine of the Davis :

Coal and Cole Company, “in which aul.

; e\mosmn \londay snuffcd out the lives.
of twenty- -three mmers, gave up. the’|,
The coroners !
mqm,'"t to fix the blame for the d'S'\S-~
‘ter and to mvesug"me its cause’ will‘»"
- ‘JL the ne\t chiﬁ)ter to the tragedy.®’ f
At 1 30, ocloch this afternoon the
ank Pugh John White, Jr.,:
ere brought to the
'I’he ‘body of “White W\s

-

those who wm
\Ime Inspector John

. ‘lt\st‘gt xts dead todav

bomwo F
aud 'Ehomas Yost

" onel’s mquest vnl! be
mong

\

Leyser, Apnl 95, ——Twenty tbre T
were entomned by an explosxon i
No. ‘)0 of the Davis Coal and CoLe“ .
pany, at Ott, vear JElk Garden, on the
Western Maryland railway,, yestetday
morning at 8:30 o’clock, and ‘all are]
believed to bave ‘perished. The en-
tombed men are: Leo Dempsey, Wm.
Hetzel, Ed. Hershberger, v‘BusLx,
Thomas Yost, Charles Wﬂson, B
Dempsey,Barry ’l‘raxdum Witbur ‘%hears,
John White, Wou Pearson G. Whlte,
Thowmas Wilson, ‘HawtLorne Pattou,
Frank Pugh, Wwm. Pugh. Jr., Lester
Wilson, Ray Vulson, John R. Wllson,
James Brown, Seymour Rumon, (6]
Pritchard and sobn Pritehard. . £

All are Americans escept Buski. - The
body of Shears was taken out" ea.rly'
yesterdés evening. In was easxly 1d t1<
fied.

About balf the men are ma.rne(f thh
families. The rescuers Worked at gree.t
risk, .There were two 1&rge parmes
under tae dxreeuou ot Robers Gra.nt the
supermtendent of the mine. Practma.lly
all hope was ubandoned at the sta
reaching the men a.hve ’lhe 'smoke in
she miae was smﬁmw and “thi
u:nbedc.ed the progreus "ot th workers.
Maay hea.dmgs wers filled ‘b
coa.l and the'way t t ‘the pla Where,the
men Wers Workmv wa.s' €

bupermtendent bra.nt.
thrudgh siother slope and mt
jng near the sea.le‘d.froom W
progre=s ma A Cro|
wall of coal
nearly two mile
gas or “yapor lmgered %heavi
mine and work was pos
shors mterva.ls ‘and thed” “the’
the Tescuers’ Was terrific. 1T
however, willing relays | ‘and by,
stant force of fresh “men “ra
was made. 2Late In ‘the afte
rescuers had penetra.ted the’
4,000 feet, and it was estunateﬁ i
chat timhe the;
go to reach the men.”
gressed the, “work | ‘Zrey
nad been, o sound
was the general belxetdth
even, ii alive, €Ol
Reir vaes E
KLOW

timeto ‘save v
Itisnot ¥
plosion €a!
uncommoh
mipes of &

which a.re
the George S Cre k

er.




‘United Press reports ten men entombed, Ott Mine, Davis Coal & Coke
Cémpany,ﬂnéér'ﬂlk Garden, W.: Va, Caused by explosion, All mine
entrances closed.

President Bush'of the Western Marylend wants us to send mar

there.




POSTAL TELEGRAPH-UABLE

H. ¥, Wilson W&r in Charge

 pittsburgh, Pa,  April 2¢, 1911
. Bazian, Govermment Rescue Cor, Wilkesberre, Penns.
Hins explosion Elkgarden ﬁaat,ﬁggim; Ten men entombed.
Rush car with Roberts and Esllem via Hersisburg and Fhiisdelphis
‘Reading %o Shi;pmburg. Gpeoial engine. will plok wp thare., You

mmin Winz:asmc Jones or Rlce will Join car Fixpsrden with Porce
£rom here. “Send coal gaspling kit with car,

Poidl 812



'POSTAL TELEGRATH-OABLE

E. M, Wilson Engineer in Charge

Pittsburgn, To.  April 2¢, 191i.
President Bush, Wegtern Maryland Railross, Baltimore, M.
Heve wired rescme car and force procoed jmmedistely
fron ¥ilkesbarre via Philsdely  Resfing through Harrisburg
£ &w’bqrg* I:t you oan im'e epediel bsul thence to ﬂm@

mm a:fmg.mts am! notify me,  Foroe goes from bere alse/

¥ilaon,.




X.A, 107

Postal Tejegraph-Cable

H. ¥. ¥ilsen Engineer in Charge.

Pitteburg, Pa., April 24
President Bush, Western Maryland Railroad, Baltimore, Hd.

Engineer Jones with helmet men Ryan and Davis
reach Cumberland ten twenty four tonight wire if you ocan hav e
them hauled special :o Elk Garden.

¥ileon.

ey

-..,» g.&a
({‘“’"’"Mm

g §~ PIA




M.A, 107

Postal Telegrarh-Cable

H, ¥, Wileon Engineer in Charge,

Pittsburg, Pe., April 24
Buresu Hines, Washirgton, D.U.

wx/ -~
Paul /;:m: helmet men Ryan and Davie reach Cumberland

ten twenty four tonight hope Eush will. M through m».
M/W

special, Ser-enewith Roberts and Eeilmdprcbah y catoh

gix twenty five Penmsylvania reaghing Shippensburg twelve

torty one midnight hope Bush will furnish spesial engine

there.

¥ilson.



WESTERS URION TELEGRAFE

‘H. . Wilson Engineer in Charge

Pitteburgh, Pa. April 26, 1911.
Peul, Government Basoue @ar, Elk Gexden, ¥. Ve.
lse gour disoretion rogarding proceeding Birminghem
or remaining, Hove wired Erown open bids if you mot there. Better
order oar mhﬂm 800D 88 m spare 1t.




WESTERN URIOR

Gao. 3. Rioe Eining Bngincer

Pittgburgh, Pa., April 26, 1911
Buresu of Hinge, Washington, D« C.

Panl wires quote twenty bodies recovered. Three mg‘m total
twonty three. Press reports mwh in error. Home of Government men
overcome. Man overcome Wearing spparstus removed mouth plece. Hine
will be ready for examination toaight. Ho necessity keapiﬁghara Fittsburg
and Wilkes Barre orews unless onr be dotained to fgoilitate Mmeion
of mings. 8hell Jomes procesd to exsmination or shall I prosesd Birminghem
to open bids twemty eighth. end quote. FHave replisd Wilsoa eway. |
Jones will ast as you ®ay dirsot.

RICE




WESTERN UNIOR

Geo. S. Rice Hining Enginser

pittsburgh, Pa., April 26, 1511
Pan), Government Rescue Oar, Elk Garden, West Virginia

wilson awey.  Bepeating your message to Director. Jomes
will a0t as you may direot.
RICE



April 29, 1911

| m Director: 8eCe t0 Enzineer in Charme

1 transmit havewith Me. L. M. Jonas? nealimimaws wanort an the
explosion in the No. 20 mine of ths Davis Coal & Coks Gos, mear Elk Garden,
¥est Virginia.

This report s not intended to supplant or enticipate Mr. Paul'e
report bus is to @” prompt information s to the disaster.

Yours very. truly,

ey Mining Enginee



Lea Qﬁﬁ, &enaral Suparmtmﬂ.eat,

‘Pavis Coal & Coke Uo.,

ﬁwm. ¥, Va.
w aear Er, ﬁ%t:
: J am wriﬁiug %o resall the oeavoxnaﬁim I had with you
in Eix m m w of ‘e mm, tst you advise me a5 soon
ass lfo. 20 Qiaa wum ve in oandzmm for me te N%m with a2 view
ta mmg t}zfa m&uons mxm*boa. at the :aaea mt the Deans . and
ﬂnney antxiaa,

\f@ wtah ta take some witiml mmw the coal m

ot m reaa dyat in the mine, &s mn a8 te aeﬁ 8 amlata resord

of tha actwa of the farcaa in the ains«. _ m!m mmpm 18 complet-

ed, you will be furnished a eopy of the same,
#ning Bnginoer.

Tours very. tmlée



'HE DAVIS COAL' AND COKE COMPANY.
1 THOMAS, W. VA,

GENERAL SUPEWX‘,):ENT

May 6th, 1911.

Mr., J. W. Paul, Mining Engr.,
Department of Interior,
Pittsburg, Penna.
Dear 8ir:-
We have your letter of May 3rd, and beg to advise that you
~at libértyito 80 to the No. 20 Mine at any time now. Would suggest

that you write to Mr. Robert Grant, Supt., Elk Garden, W. Va., when

;&bﬁlarezcomi@g, and he will arrange to accompany you.




