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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

PRELIMINARY REPORTS ON MINE DISASTERS.

In preliminary reports on mine disasters a statement as to the activity of employeesof the Bureau and as to rescue or recovery
operations is desired.
Some of the important points on which information is desired are as follows:

1. Name of mine_._-.ﬁ%@ﬁl@..l{g_‘mg_‘ ____________________________ 2. OperatorEh?_m@leco.a!]:-qoml?any ________________

5. Locution —"OBKViOW, (010rad0e Pele, 7 MLLEB 4 Date of accident .8/ -*-3/19 ....... Hour 41840 Aels
tfrom La yeta, COlo. .

5. Kind of accident ._._____.. E?_'IE:!'Q_S_}PE___MW_,_.‘,,,______.‘;_ﬁ. 8. Killed....___ 1 8 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Irljul'ed_,___,___.lq:?“n:? ______________

JeJ.Forves arrived /19,19, Z3U0 Pl
8. B. of M. car present_________ Yes, Yaxr Be 9. Date and time of arrival—Men ________________ Car ~8_/_2(1/,1‘;’1.
7500 Al

JeEe.BOardaman, Pit Boss, R.Helc [leary, Satety Engr. Victor-imerican Fuel (0.
---Joseph.gatson, Compensation. dnsurance INsSpector, Mutual  Insurance (Oe- ...

"James’Yalrympie, State Inspector of Mines, AL Thompson,
1Z. Names of Stdte inspectors present’--;}eputy__lnspecnozz...l‘l‘m.._Laurie,.;Depu_‘cy-_lnepecxar."f_. et

13. Rescue accomplishments__ & _Partially cvercome with afterdamp and resuscitated by Schaefer.
methoa of artiricial reppiration and afterwards oxygen administered.

-.Compensation Ins. Inspectors, L.C.Britton, Mine Supt,, Wo. Lewisy President,-gaic—
dale Goal Co.,. Je¢ J. Forbes, JeSeburmingham, Buresu ot Mines.

15. Probable cause of the accident (if unknown or uncertain, so state’ gssembled }}J’Qlf__b‘afs_ty__Lami;,,,h,elgng,ing,,to
Fire Boss Wm. Christopher.
16. If breathing apparatus wa&shsed, or is being used, in the rescue or recovery work, use attached sheet *“ Report on Mine Rescue or
Recovery Work.” 63900



REPORT ON MINE RESCUE OR RECOVERY WORK.

1, Name of mine.. Q8g0nle Noe 2o Fire or explosion.___Bxplosion = Date.. _B/18/1Y

2. Name of operator . he Cakdale &oal Cos Loce tion-of mine QakViaw, Golorado .

3. Number of men in mine ab time of disaster - 4711 No. .2 Mine and 53 in ¥o. 1 Mine, . e

4. Number of men killed by violence - ) oo o e

5. Number of men killed by burng_ .- . I.___lS Men K.'LL.L&(L by durning, suffocation from after

6. Number of men killed by suffocation

7. Total number of men killed

8. Total survivors

9. Number of men injured nonfatally by burns ,ﬁﬂ_o}}_e_ __________________________________________________________
10, Number of men injured nonfatally by viclence . HON® .
11. Number of men injured nonfatally by gases . NOMO ______
12. Number of men escaped unassisted._ 29 _Nos 2 Hine ana B3 Fo. 1 Mine ...
13. Number of men rescued by B. of M. men wearing apparatus.- .. Honc ____________ T .
14. Number of men rescted by others wearing apparatus. None- . ®__ .. o SR e Ll
i5. Number of men resened jointly by men wearing apparatus__ .- None il
16. D ‘\Tumbex of rescuers overcome 7ok wgarglg apparatus. . - P OU e e
17. \Tumber of rescuers loging life not Wearlng apparatas .- Bone
18. Number of rescuers overcome wearing apparatus - TWO. _(a& ear as can. b e natem:.nea.._- e
19. Number of rescuers losing life wearing apparatus_..._..____ None e
20. Number of persons revived by reviving apparatus o ﬁ% 7 éﬁi‘" §Tean B Esgertained, artificial TEEP AT G
21. Number of persons revived by artificial resuscitation _tion-wms-sdministered-to-fives - - een
22, Number of B. of M. rescuers engaged & sl
28 “Tumber of others engaged-— -« wqn- 12--_-__“___-____“,___‘-_-____-___.ﬁ_-_______“__-; ______________________________________
24. Number of B. of M. breathing apparatus used___None, Sompany-has-b-sets-and -C.F.d.-had 5“361:5. _____

95. Number of breathing apparatns used, owned by others 3_nelonging to Co myany,_.ﬁ_ belonging to VeRedle.
26. Maximum distance traveled in noxious gases, wearing- appardttlp-n-ép_qgt_lg'? ___________________________________________________
27. Number of stoppmgs or bulkheads constructed, wearing apparatusiione , but _number of eurtaing We.ne__hung
28. Number of doors erected or opened wearing apparatus ... P_Q"d:_e_i_‘;@gﬁ. air _(}ll_lf;‘_@!lj_- ____________________________
29. Feet of pipe or hose laid, wearing apparatus. Nome il
30. Total hours engaged, using apparatus___.A,bQu A&
31. Was the fire located, controlled, extinguished, or inclosed through the efforts of men wearing apparatns?_
32. Wag the fire area opened and explored by use of apparatus” ... e e e e e s e
STATE 'AND COMPAXNY OF FI("{ALS PRESENT.
Ve Lewis President, Oakdale Coal Co.
Name... e Nesh Title.... Vice=Press . " " "
T.G.Bn tton. Nine. Sapt. 4 " "
Name._ . B !ﬁ!ﬁt@gl_eﬁf_y R Tule,__;_Séiéﬁi:_mxg._!lQJ}QEHAmﬁfLJi"SL [+ 1Y
James' Palrymple ) State voal Mine Inspector.
Name.__#eBeThompson - . A .. Title..Deputy Mine Inspectore .. ... ...
S Wm Laurie = ' Deputy Mine Inspeetor.
Nome . JO® Watsem Title  UOmpensation Insursnee Inspectors .

REMARKS.—Give items of ipecml interest, including names and addresses of persons wearing apparatus.

* One member of crew shortly atrter explosion cccurred was partially overcome, aue
possibly to excigément and inexperience in wearing breathing apparatus. This wes
the .tirst ocrew that entered vhe mine; they did not reach the explosion area. Oune
manber of C.Fodl+ team secidently slipped in going over fall, thereby falling
on his breathing bag aund forcing air out. .This.man was partielly overcome and

was removed 1meo.m}a&:;z to fresh air by other members of the crew. 15 minutes
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Oarviews UBloradts
Angust 2, 1919, /

Goiden, DOlopuds,

Dany U Narringtonge

Jo have Just retwrned fron WGsergrowd. e lowmited
oo body woder n Foll and ap fairly well cwivinemd $hat we hive
lonsied the two remsiniug bodies whieh Sre under & foll newr the
fage of Yoe 2 room, 07f 4%k cOres, off 6th south main entry. A
eree is sow sodergronnd, sod 1F everyihing turas out 8% I 20tie-
gipetey these three dlow wili ve rexoved sumwiine tohight, S~
ing & t0tal of eightesn desd and Mouversd. Lonslderable tine
nad boeun diesipsted in an endusver to restore the vantllatiom
suffialoantly to clear the gpifected distrlet. 1% wig declasd last
evepitg to reverde the fup =ith bopes of getting surficlant sir
o the fages of s Jouth sud Srd and 4th erens satries, any roone
pfY &rd sud 43h aross entrie s, to elear the ezplosiim aves of
fdemps. 1 w3 ploassd to sey thet we werd sugeessful i oOnNOODe
trativg sufficient aiy %o seconplish this purpose, thersny en~
poling us 0 meke skplopation trigs into 4li plages 1o the
affected Gissriets. The distriat e¢ffested by the explosion ip the
§th gouth eotrise, the First snd second dips otf Lhe &% Bouth,
ang the Jrd sz 455 oross antriss off 61n South eniry. The axe-
wiosion weg sntirely losalized in thoso eniries.

There hie boon Tory lttle reurd psid 0 s defizits
sysben of minings Nooms sad eniries is the explusion ares had
poen ariveny I might suy, ot randos. O ocuuree, this conditlion,
to 5 gerisin sxtent, eould mot e Lelped for the seun, il Uw exe
plosion sres pasticularly, was oat ur by dyaes cud other irre-
gularitive ond tho ounl i proximity $0 the ayEed 18 ookua, henes
the reassn for the po0p oy stes of olning.

& prestey part of e tioe sinee Toseday noon hos bees
et in AR endesver 5 resturs thoe ventilaticn. A for as om be
daterained 8t the syesent writisg, the Eplosion sy @rentis wg '



eaased Dy go8 wgnition. ﬁw&mi miners, ltoeiuding five boss
HOBLEOBATTy Weye found with matehes i thelr poouets. The wmpsge-
mont of the nisze sy W&ig tme perid wery Little regerd 30 ssirgh-
ing of miners bufore smierinmg the mine. I might st that alacirie
gxy laso® sre used extirely throughout the mine, but the purposs
ot the gsp Jampe bos evidestly boap defuatsd By the ommpany oot
sareying foresyd & cystomatic eserening of the miners bafore snler-
iug the mine.

#he eonsensus of opluoien {eud this iveludes that of
urs Dalrvople, stats Inspector of Uines, sud br. Thospson, wgm@'
sine ;n@;ﬁwmﬂ whet the sxplosion wes eansed by Tire Poss HONSgomerye
It has boew legamied that Hontgomery wes in the mablh of furing
mingad shots during workipg bourss Another ihing thet bhas besn
deternised i3 thes blaes powdsr had Yeoen used in the &th Jouth
patrys  puring the souwrse of recovery work seversl cantsouns of
sluek pomier vere obearved in this dlstriet,.

Toased sntriss give Y & considersble ousntivy of gas.
e nuekil laet evening the fnces of the 6th South entries ang the
int, Znd, 3rd and 4%h roomp off 64h south, wers gumpletaly filled
with gass Toe sutrize to the ralwe, onem g8 the Brd wua 4%h, slso
hed an explopive mizturs up untll this worsing. Phe oonditios is
gonew st tdentical to Hestinps--0f which you are Lorowhly fumiiliar.

In the event ail e bodiez are resmoved Somlpbi, 1 beliewe
that are Delrgsple will cowenoe the ioveatigsilon tomorrow soum-
tm iwimy;; I umterstand t&mﬁ the inguest willi be held I
k& BURSE loreds 2 U Feile Baturdoy sugnast 2. OF coursg,
%mg is m&g tontative fur tféfe inguest. 1T bodise are rancved
tonight I slen moving the Ger to Prinided, by Priday iF w%i‘ﬁ%

Ly b8 jwesent snd ssslet dr. Jaces Delrympls, drs with sy¥renge

tor Golorsde Puel & lrog 0. First-iid (onsess miurdsy Mwm&m
Sugast Bbs § will reowsin hevs &t the wice sna sollewt Bli the d8te
i poesibly esn in oornection with the explosions

so=tire Nieu. /
Ure PRYZBY.

Wre Panl.




