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AN INQUISITION

TAKEE AT BACHMAN, IN THY COUNTY OF FAYETTE

VIRGINIA, ON THE 31st DAY OF JAKUARY,1908, BEFORE J.P.STATOR,

JUSTICE OF THE PRACE OF FAYRTTEVILLE DISTRICT, OF SAID COUNTY
_AND STATE, UPON THE VIEW OF THY BODINS OF JOHMN BOLES, A.A.
WAGGLE, HENRY HOLIDAY, CHARLES BASSEE, THORNTON WILSOK, JOHN

CLARK, PETER BARLOW, RICHARD BYERS AND FRANCIS FAUGHT, THERE

LYIHG DEAD.

THE FOLLOWIEG HAMED JURORS WHRE SELECTED 70 INGUIRE

WHEN, HOW AND BY WHAT NEANS THE ABOVE MEETIONED PARTIRS CANME
T0 THEIR DEATH: J.¥.Clerk, N,H. Spradling, J.F.Dean, J.D.
_Shieler, L.C.Crager and A.P.Harshbarger.

THE FOLLOWING INTERROGATORIES WERE THEREUPON PROPOUND-

ED TO THE JURORS, TOUCHING THEIR QUALIFICATION, AKD TO WHIOH,
THE FOLLOVING ANSVERS WERE MADE:

(Questions propounded by #r.C.¥.Osenton.)
& Are any of you related, directly or indirectly,
or employed by the Few River Vailay Coal Co.?
A. (By ¥r.Hershbarger) Why, I‘gat out posts up here at
Cébaracy but I think that is & different aompany.
Q. You are not connected, as I understand you, with this
company, Mr.Harshbarger?
A No, sir.
Q. Are any of you related, by bloed or marrigge. to either
John RBoles, A.A.Waggle, Henry Holiday, Charles Kacsmee,
Thornton Wilson, John Clark, Peter Barlow, Richard Byers



or Francis Feught? That question is propounded %o all
of you, whether you are related to any of these parties.
A {(¥r.shieler)Related by msrriage, but no blood relsation.
Thornton Wilson is & cousin of my wife's.

{Mr.Harshbarger.}) I aint no blood kin, my sister
married this Wilson's ﬁncle.
& Any of the rest related by blood or marriage.

{Guestions by Kr.zZ.G.Pierson.}
& I want to ask 1if any of you jurors are interested,
directly or indirectly, irn this Hew River Valley Cosgl
Co.?
A Lo, sir.
¢ No interest one way or the other?
E  Ro. |
{question by‘mr.Oseﬁton.)

& Do you know of any reason why you cannot git upon this
Jury snd render sn impertial verdict, from the evidence?

A ko, sir.

THRRE BEIHG BO OBJECTIOCE QOFFERED TO ARY OF THR
JURORS, THI. FOLLOWIKG OATH %AS ADMIRISTERED TO THEH:
"Do you swear that you will d411ligently inguire,

end true presentment make, when, how sand by what means

the persons whose bodles here lie dead, cams to their death,
and return a true inguest thereof upon your own knowledge
and the evidence before you. "So help you God"?

Present:
E.G.Plerson, Prosecuting Attorney,Counsel
for 8tate.
R.P;Hubsrd,Jr. and C.%.0seénton, of Counsel
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JA¥ES D. BOORLE, sfter having been duly sworn, testi-
fied as followsa:

(Examinagtion by E.0G.Plerseon.)
w Whet 18 pour nams?
A James D.Boone.

& Y¥hat relation do you hold to thq Hew River Valley Coel Co?

?:,

I anm genersel Xansger, and elso interest as an owner.

& How long has this mine been in oporation, &r,.RBoone?

A. About two years, since we first began.

& Whet ¥kind of mine is this?

A It 1s & drift mine.

& HBHow far is the msain entry driven back inte the mine?

A. The entry in which this trouble occured---ahout 800 feet.
(. How many men were z2mployad in the aine &t the time of this
explosion?

A As well as I can asceriain, there were about ten.

(. #Mr.Boone, nave you & mar of your mine?

A Yes, sir.

¢ Heave you the map with you?

A Yes, sir. (Eere witness presents map.)

¢ Does that map show the openings, side entries &c--the

working places in the mine?
A Yes, sir.
G Kow, I want you to show, on that map, &t what point the

explosion occured, if you imow?

A I don't know.

(Here map is introduced into evidence, and mede a
part of this record, marked "Exhibit A".)}



(. ¥hen did you last visit the mine, ¥r.Bcone?

A. -About one week ago,

& %hat was your system of haulage, drainage and ventdlation?

A ¥ule haulsage.
¢ How was it ventilated?
A. By furnsce.

é:*-\

Hove you ever noticed, or had any information, of grases

in this mine?

A No, air, never. ¥Mr.Bachman, the ¥anager, 1 repesatedly

asked him if he had seen any evidence of natural gas.

w. Are you familiar with the mining laws of this State?

A Yes, sir.

« Heve you enforced these laws, as t0o haulage, drainage,
ventllation &e?

A Yes, sir,

%  Hmve you instructed your men to see these laws were inforced?
A Yes, sir, and posted notices.

& How many officials did you have in this capaeity?

A. Mr.Bachman was Genersl Hine Forsman, &nd he had an assistent
under him, r.Henry Holiday.

@ Did you have & Fire Boss or Bank Boss?

A  None other than ¥r.Bachman, with the assistance of Hr.
Holiday.

.. Did vou have what is known as & iine Boss?

A. I considered MNr,Bschman my Foreman, as well as }ine Ross,

and M¥r.holiday as helper.

% These the oaly two officlals?



Yos, sir.
What 1s his name?

Mr.Holiday, he was assistant.

e » o P

Did these persons have experience as miners, to inforce
the laws in that capacity”®

A Yes, sir, 1 think he has, Mr.Bachman has had experience
for 18 years.

G ¥as there any dust in the mine?

A FNo, sir, I cannot say there 1s--1 have never seen much
water; have seen it one time on the entry and

one time on the sir-coursae.

G Hot a great deal of water?

A. Fo, sir.

@ Did you have any means of keeping the dust down?

A Xo, sir.

¢ Had no method of sprinkling the mine?

A. Xo, sir, never thought it necesssary.

Q. How long after the explosion was it until you entered the
mine?

A I came here at about 2:30.

Q In whet condition did you find the mine when you entered,
with reference to explosion, violence and physicel effect &c?
A I met at the mine Mr.Orlinger, Mr. Morton and s young man;
they had been in the mine, and then those three and myself
began to braddice up the stoppings and exploring the mine,

Q Did you have any trcuble exploring the mine; was the
condition of the air and fire damp bad?



A It was warm and we procesded very cautiously, snd braddiced
until we saw the sir was sefe, and proceaded %o the rext plsce.
& Was the haulage in the intake or return air-way®

A. We turned rooms off both the entry and air course--both
intake and return.

@ what method aid vou have on the indide of the mine for
conveyling the air im the mine?

A. Ventilation by means of a furnace.

@ In what part of the mine did the force of the explosion

seem to be more forcesble?

A As best ss I could ascerialin, it was on the gir coursse side.

In what entry?

3
& I am not able to eay.

&

Before we go any further, I want you to take this map snd
explain %o the Jury the main entries and side entries and
distances &c?

A This right hand entry is the meln entry, {fecing the mine},
snd the intake for air, ﬁist&nde cf 800 feet; the left hand entry
is the refurn alr course; it was on that side, ss best as 1
could ascertain, that the force seemed Bo be the heaviest.

¢ On the return sir course side?

A Yes, sir.

& How, how many rooms or side entries do you hnrave to that
main entry?

A Havn'tiany other entries, just rooms only.

. How many roonms did you havg?

A I am not able to sy, Hr.Bechman could answer that question

better.
Q How many does that mep show?



A This map has not bsen extended for sometime--it shows two
rooms from the entry, and three from the air couras side;

I think there are 11 fronm the sir-course side.

& How long has it bsen sinoe thal map was made?

A. 1906.

&4 Heva't extendsed the workings on the map since 1906°?

A September,1907.

(. Hes there heen any nsw rooms or extentions since thatf time?
A Yes, sir.

. They do not appear on the map?

A Ho, sir.

& You say you used the intake and $eturn air course for
haulage-ways?

4 Yes, sir.

¢, Did you sver find evidences or have irnformation of dust in
the mine, to any considerable quantity?

A No, sir.

.. Never had ocoasion %to employ a sprinkler or any mesns of
keeping the dust down?

A No, sir, never had any occasion but to think the nmine was
safe a8 to dust.

G ¥hst kind of explosive did you use?

A Mr.Boyd instructed us to use nyslite, and I supplied the
mine with it, s well as powder, and these two explosives
ware used.

s

% Did youn have rules and regulations governing the employees

of the mine?

A. YQS. ﬂiro
@ Where were they potad?



A. AV the rmine and at the store.
& Do you know whather the empldoyees were familiar with those
rules?
A. They shounld have heen.
& ¥%as there any dynamite used in the mine?
I am not able to say.
& Do yoﬁ ¥now how many men were killed?
A I saw nine.
. How msny men wers emploved in the mine?
A Ten.
& Dhat all?
A Otherthan the drift described, we have another, in which
there was a small force of men employed, but that is not
soncrated with mine No.2.
« In which mine was the explosion?

Mine No.2, or second drift.

:;‘

G. How many were employad in that mine?

A1 am no%t able t0o say the exsct nuwber, possibly as many ss
15 or 16.

o What was tho capacity of the mine at the time of the ex-

plosion?

A It wes a small mine, and our sllotment wasg only 50O tons

a day, and had not besen loadirg that much--had rot been making
that average.

Q What was the thickness of the eosl?

A It varied; ned very littie more than three feetl and a good

deal less than thres feet.

Suestions propounded by ¥r,Boyd.)

Q. At the time of this explosion, how many men were employed



in this mine?

A. As well as I can ascertain, there were ten.

Q. That include drivers &c,?

A At the time there was a black-smith snd some other men
outside.

& Were they supposed to go into the mine at times?

A Yes, sir.

Q Didvthey not use any dynamite in this mine up there?

A I could nof say.

& Was it so0ld here at the store?

A Yes, sir.

@ What was the purpoée of selling it here?

A, In ghooting slate, they claimed they used dynamite for that
purpose.

@ Did you sell them black powder here?

A Yes, sir.

« What was that supposed to be used for?

& To be used in their mining.

@ All your coal was shot from the solid?

A I am not ahble to answer, but I am of the opinion that a
good deal of it was. Mr.Bschman can answer that.

G On my visits to the mine, two visits, I recommended
safety explosives, and both of those recommendations, I
recommended safe explosives, and prohibited black powder
and dynamite, or shooting from the solid?

A Po@?r hag alwaja been s0ld in the mmkm store to the miners,
& Any of the employess from the other mines buy any powder

from you?
A I am not able to say whether they did nor not.
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Mr.Bachman, Mr,Boone, was Mine Boss?
Yes, sir,
He was Mine Foreman?

Yes, sir.

Q@
A
Q.
A
& Was he in charge of any other mine?
A Mo, sir.
Q. He was Mine Foreman?
A. Yes, sir, and General #Hansger charge of the mine.
Q@ I understand that Mr.Bachman has bheen sick, and Mr.Holiday
was in as assistant in his absence?
A Yes, sir, Mr.ﬁoliday was in charge at the time of this
trouble, and Mr.Bachman was away.
Q How long had Mr.Holiday been employed, Mr,Boone?
A. Possibly about four months, I am not able to say the
exact date.
Q He did other labor, in addition to supervising the mine?
A. He drove in the mine.

(Questions by Mr.John Philipps.)
Q RNow, in laying off your mine, Mr,Boone, your traeing only
shows up two rooms on your sir course gside, in between that
we find 11, No.ll, on there, should or did you have any
rooms driven on there previous to the last making up of your
traces?
A. Otherthan this shows; Fone that I know of.
Q OStarted 9 rooms since that time, and driﬁen them a dis-
tance of 50 to 75 feet?

A It would appear s0; Mr.Bachman, the foreman, could

answer that correctly.
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(Questions by Hr.C.W.0ssnton.)
Q You say the sntry was driven some 800 feet?
A. Yes, sir.
@ I understood you to say you furnished air by furnace?
A Yes, sir.
¢. When Bad you been back in the mine last?
A About a week ago.
Q. About hdw often have you gocne in the mine, on an averages,
per week?
A There is some times I am not in there for several weseks;
on this visit.kl went in with Mr.Holiday, up the air course
side and corawled through the braddice and walked through
the workings and down by the back side.
& @%het instruetions have you given those in charge of your
mine, to lookout for gas, from time to time?
A I havs continually asked Mr.Bachman to keep c¢lose lookout
for gas or any cther danger that he might think of.
« How about the assistant mine foreman, Mr.Hcliday?
A. Mr,Holiday received hiw instructions from Mr.Bachmsn.
G Did you, yourself,ever make any examination in this mine
for gas, snd if so, how often?
A Not especially, it wes left to ¥r.Bachman.
& About how meny years heve you been engaged in the mining
business?
A 18 years, about.
& In this field?
4 Yes, sir, éentirely in this field.

Q D1d you ever discover any evidencs of gas in this mine?

A Kever d4id] am very much o! the opinion that there is no
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natural gas in the nine.
¢ I undserstood you to se: trere was very 1ittlc dust accumulat-
ed in the mine, and fcr thet reason, yon d4id not sprinkle
the mine down?

Y

A Fo, gir.

w Do you know how ma#ny years experience the assistant mine
foreman had in the coal mining business?

&L I do not know.

& Have you any idea.

@ I am of the opinion he had worked in and around the mine
for possibly ten yesrs.

G You sai@your allotment of cars was B0 tons a day; was
this both of the mines or one?

A This plant, which meant both drifts.

Q. How many men worked inside of the mine, or were working
at this mine No.Z2?

A, As well as I can sscertain, there were 11 men in the
mine, and possibly two or three others that had come putl

of the mine.

Q Less than 207?

A Yes, sir, less than 20 on that trip, I think.

Q. Do you kmow how long Mr.Bachman, your chisf mine foreman
had been working in and about the mines?

.. He has been in our emp%% for about 16 yvears.

¢. Do you know whether he is a citizen of this State and United
States?

A Yes, sir, he is.

Q. How about Mr Holiday?

A Mr_Holiday was born and reared in this State; I have known
him from boy-good.
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VAL BACHWAN, after having beer first duly sworn,

testiflied as follows:

> o F @

&

?.J‘

I - -

(Examination by ¥r.=2.G.Pisrson.)
Staete your namne?
Val Bachmnan.
¥hat relstion do you hold with the New River Valley Coal Co?
I am a stockholder.
What position do you hold?
As Mine Foreman,
How long have youn heen Mine Foéreman?
I supposs gbout 16 years.
0f this plant?
About two yeare, since it started up.

How long has it been Mr.Bachman, since you inspected this

mine, which exploded orn yesterday?

A About the middle of the mopth--T1 don't remember just the
date.
Q@ I will asK you, if you ever found any evidences of gas in

this mine?

A

P

£y

<.

Never did.

Was 1t what you would call & dust mine and mine that wounld

produce dust?

A Ho, sir, not & great deal of dust; nons that I thought un-~
safe.
q. What was the condition as to ventilation, when you last

vigited 1it?

A

O

Q-

Ventilatien was good.

How long had Mr,Holidsy been your assistant?
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A Probably three or four months.

Q What experience had he had in that capacity, prior to the
time he came here to thig place?

A. Done work of &il sort about a wmine; seemed to have a good
desl of experience in many ways.

Q& Do you know whether ne ever acted in that capacity in any
other mine in this field?

A Acted as boss-driver.

¢. He have knowledge of the mining laws of this State, and

his duties as assistant mine-boss?

A Yes, sir.

& D1d he seem to be femilier with The conditiens of mines, and
was hebable to ascertain whether there was gas, &nd condition
of the mine as to dust, ventilation &c?
A, Yes, sir.

¢. Had there sver been any trouble in this mine, with referencse
to gas or ventilation?
A. No, =ir.
¢ Whaet refasions rules and regulations did your men obserxrve,
with reference to blasting and shooting?

I 40 not understand.

]
1

Q Did you have & code of runles, governing the shooting?
A Yes, sir, shot twice & day,about.
Q. Wwhat time?

23

About one o'clock and about 4 or b o'clock.
what materisls did you use?

Mr,.Boyd told us to use nyalite.

Do you know whether they ever used dynamite?

It is used for slate.

o © p O

Is it necessary ta use it for slate?
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Yes, sir, it is,
Do the laws permit that?

To a cexrtein extent it does.

e o

I will ask you if the Mine Inspector had not cautioned you
in regard to that?

Yes, sir, he hsad.

What was his instruction?

His instruction was to use nyalite.

Did you use any dynamite?

Used 1t in the slate.

e r o P o

Did you have Bis permission to use dynamite in slate?
A Did not.

Q. Were you violating the rules when you used dynamite for
slate?

A 1If every man was outside of the mine, we are permnitted to
use it.

Q. Just before blasting, was it customary for the men to
leave the mine?

Yes, sir, it seems that they did.

How was it on yesterday?

D do not know.

You had not been in the mines for two or three weeks?
Bo, sir, not every day.

In day before yesterday?

Yes, sir.

What was the condition of the mine then?
The conditions were right.

L B -

Did you ever have oecasion to sprinkle the mine?
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A. Did not--did not think it wes unsafe.

(. Was thers an unusual amount of dust and gas accumulated
in the mine?

A To, gir, nons that 1 could aseas.

¢ Force the air up to the facings and rooms where the men
were working?

A  Yes, sir,

How was wour air current, pretty strong?

&

A Tave a rscord of it.

¢ Did you keep & daily record?

A. Ee, sir, not a daily record.

@ About what part of the mine, Mr.Bechmen, did this explosion
occur?

A, Phet is hsrd for me to answer.

& In what vart of the mine did you find the most vialence?
i Back eptlry of the sir course.

& About how far From the m&ﬁh or drift-mouth?

A About four or five hundred, perhéps six, feet.

G Upon your exsmination of the mine, could you give an
opirion as tc the cause of this explosion?

A 1 could not.

& How far back ir the mine did you find bodies?

A I don't understand.

o, Any bodies?

A, About 700 feet, I am not certain.

& What was the usual custom of shooting or blasting--from
the s0l1id?

4 Yes, sir, as a rule.



Q. What were your rules, vith refersnce to shooting from the
B0l1id?
A I don't understand.
@ Had certain methods about blasting?
A. Blasted twice arday.
& I wlll ask you if the law does not require that you have
permission from the Mine Inspector tec shoot from the
golid, and do that at certain times, and have certain rules
and regulations?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did youn o¥serve them?
A Yes, sir.
& Do you know whether they were being obssfved on yesterday?
A Could not ssay.
QG Had you discussed that matter with your s2asistant?

Yes, sir; & many a time,
Q How many rooms have you in that wmine?
A There is & good wany necks; 11 orn the sir course, and
11 or 12 on the entry.
& You csnnot give &n opinion as to the cause of this
explosion, from the investigation you heve made?
A Hardly, no.

(Cuestions by Mr.Royd.)

& Did you ever find any of the miners violating any of the
lews of the mine?
A In what way?
Q In any of thoge you issued; did you cateh them using

black powder?

A. They have used it, and & good desl after they came out.
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Q. Pid you ever cateh them doing it?

A, ¥o, sir, not exactly.

& Did you ever suspicion any of your miners doing it?

A, No, sir, eould not say that.

Q. @Gone in there after minsers shot?

A Yes, sir.

@ Did you zver smell the condition?

A No, sir.

@ HNever could locate the point that the men were using 1t?
A No, sir.

Q. Did you ever try to locate the point and the man?

A. Yes, sir.

& All your miners up there use dynamite to shoot slate?

A, Yes, sir.

G. Rooms and headings you had to shoot aslate?

A Yes, sir irn some slate.

Q What was your purpose in ##img slooting this glate?

A To get the cosl out,

Q. That was to allow your cars to get up to the working place?
A Yes, sir.

@ Did you ever find any of the miners violating any of the

other mine laws?
A ¥o, sir, give my miners books several times, with the
mining laws in it.

Q When 4id you take & reading of your air current?

?.

About the 18th, I think.
Did you take that yourself?

Yes, eir.

Lorope

Have you that here?
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¢ tho pttended your furusce?

5. Hr.Holidsy ettendad it part of ths time.

Q Thﬁtkwas part of his duties %o keep the furnsce going?
A Yses, sir.

& Wers your break-throughs all bratticed up¥

£°% Yes, sir.

‘g‘}

Then the current thez wae about 20 feet of tha fage?

i Yes, 5ir.

& At 4n.e time o? the explosion?

A Yes, air.

< Dié‘you have gny itrouble in getting your men to use this

flemeliess powder?

i Yes, sir, 1 did.

¢ They preferred using the dyramite and black powder?

A Yes, sir.

G You had tried to educabe these men as to the danger of

using the blaek powder and dynamite?

5 Yee, sir.
(Kexe the two "MNine Forsman's Hecoerd of Alr
¥easuraments” are offered into evidence, and
ars heredbz made a part of this record, marked
"mxhibvits B end C°, respeatively.:

Dates and measurements thereon are &s follows:
"Jan.l. Xame of placs where curresnlt wee messured: Drift f2.

At Intake: 4660; At Cutlet: 4220; At Last Bresk Thompugh:B660;

{signed) ¥ine Foreman: Val B achman"

"Hov.1lh. Nmme of place where current wes memgured: Drilt RoZ;

At intake: 4320; At outlet: 4200; At Lasi RreskThwough:3600;

(signed: Hine Foremsn: Yal Bechman".

& Did your miners ever put up any objection %o these safety
explegives? ’
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A. They say it is no good.

G- Ir what respect did they thirk it was po good?

A 1 could hardly say.

¢ Did they ever expresc eny special objection to it?
A, BRo, sir, just claimed it was no good.

& Were your miners expsrienced miners?

A Yes, sir.

& Hed beenrn accustomed tc haddling explosives in mines?

A Yes, sir.

4. About how many tons of coal 4id your miners losd per man?
A XY couldn't just enswer that; about forty ton per day, the

men. we hagd.

& On an avergge, whal per hany

A, I think abont four tons--four or five ions.

¢ ¥ere there any of your ainers that nmined their coal.
A Xo, sir, not manry that mined with anpick,

& A1l hiasted from the s01id?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did your forsman, or you, ilr.Bachman, ever instruct your
men &8 Lo the method of shooting Ffrom the so0lid?

A Yes, sir, and give them Books.

Q@ Expleined %o them as %o drilling on the way back, as to
what they csll a tight shot; so the powder weuld not blow out?
A, Yes, sir.

& Inm struc*% them ag to that?

A Yes, sir.

& Do you thihk, Mr.RBachman, your miners were adunocated as

to the dsngars surrounding the course of shooting on the
801147
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A I could not answer that,

Q Did you ever hesr any of your miners express a fear as
50 the condition of your mine?

A Never did.

& In your opinion, do you think you ought to have watered
youxr mine, previous to the explosion?
A Fo, sir, 1 did not think there was any danger in it,
Q. (questions by C.W.0Osenton.)
You say you visited the mines daily, ¥r.Bachman?

Yes, sir, only the few days I was sieck.

How about the last two weeks?

Every day last week.

You seid you did not think it necessary to wster the mine

I

down, was that because there was not sufficient dust?

A. I do not think there was.

& I will ask you if you have, in your visitg to the mine,

kept a lookout for gas in that mine?

A O have.

@ Did you ever discover any gas in the mine?

A. Never did. |

@ Did you instruct your foreman of your system to do likewise?
A. I daid.

4. Did he ever report to you any evidence of gas?

A Fo, sir.

& Was John Boles one of the men lying desd, working there

&
ot

the time of the explosion?
A Yes, sir.

R Was A.A.%aggles?
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 Here They sxperienced miners?

& A.AJ¥agsles wes.

¢ How long had beem Boles been working?
A. Just a short time.

¢ Henry Loliday, was he working there?
A Yas, air.

¢, W%Was he an sxperienced miner?

A BRed ten %0 1B yesrs experience.

¢ Charles Kassee, what did he know abount mining?
A Experiencsd niner--old mirer.

¢, Thorrton ¥ilson? Did he have eny experience?
A according to his work he did.

;. HLow abcut Jchn Clark?

A TFxperienced miner.

. Peter EBarlow?

A ¥xperienced miner.

‘. Riehard Byers?

A Expericacsd miner.

o

Francis Faught?

A. Exporienced winer.

. Cokxés, wﬁo woe injured ir the wine, was he killed?
A Ro, sir.

¢, %as he gotten out after the explesion?

A Yes, sir.

& wnat bveoare af hiwm?

A, Te¥en to the hospital.

¢ I urnderstocd you Yo 8sy you had instructed the men

#orking in and ubout this mine *¥% ¥¥Fd abvout usling blesek powder
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A Yes, sir.

Q Did you call all thess men's, I have mentioned,battantion
to that?

A Yes, sir.

@ Did you instrusct them it was against the rules to shoot with
dynanite or black powder or from the so0lid?

A Yes, sir, I t0ld them it was against the law.

< 1 uhderstood you to say you hed a book of instruetions and
rulss?

A. Yes, sir.

¢ Does the mire inapector furnish them?

A I couldn't say, they were here.

% Did you give your man, ¥r,.Holiday, instructions sbout
ghooting from fthe g0li1d with dynamite or blaek powder?

4 Yeg, sir, I did.

. I underzatood you to say that you thought you mimgatet de-
tected, after they wers Shooting, that they had used black
powder, didé you try to find out?

A Yes, sair.

Q. Would you have stoppsd them?

A Yes, sir.

& I will ask you te tell the Jury whether or not you have

used wvery precaution to prevent sccident in this mine?

A 1 have,
Q. How many years have you been an sxperienced miner?

A Thirty years.
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Citizen of this state and United States?
Yes, sir, I an.

Was Mr.Holiday an experienced miner?

Yes, sir, about ten years.

Been working in this State?

Yes, sir.

Was he a citizen of this and United States?

Yas, sir.

e o e p o

If there had been any gas in there, with the opportunity
you have had, could you ascertain it?
Yes, sir.

What time were you in the mine on yesterday?

R

About nine o'clock.

How was the ventilation?

oo

Good.
Was the furnace running constantly, before this explosgion?

Yes, gir.

e o

I understoed you to tell ir.Boyd that the air furnished
was within 20 feet of the facing?

A Yes; sir, that is right--on the entry.

Q@ Did you ever have any complaint from the men of the air
about the working plauces?

A. Kever did,

o~

& If there had been any evidences of gas, you could ascertain
it?
A. Yes, sir.

Q If there had been lack of air, insufficient air in the
working rlaces, could you ascertain that in veur investigatione?
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A Yes, sir.

& You tell the jury you do not know what caused this explos-
ion?

A, No, sir,

Q How long after the explosion was it until you got the bodies

out?

A.
Q.
A
Q
A
Q
A

I T S

&

Well, I think it was about gix e'glock,
Vhat time did the accident oceur?
Between 11 and 12 I suppose.

¥ere you here then?

o, sir.

What time were you in the mine?

In the morning.

Fhat time?

About half past nine or ten o'clock.

All through the mine?

Yes, sir.
Hsd occasion to be where the furnace was?
Yes, sir,

(Questions by %.G.Pierson.)

I want to ask you whether you had written rules with

reference to shooting from the solid?

A

.p:;-

e = o

No, sir, no written rules.

®ho was the first to enter the mine after the explosion?

Orlinger.

Were you in the mine before the bodies were removed?

Yes, sir, I was.

Where were the men who were killed; in what part of the
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mine were they?
A On the entry and air course; I do not think I have any
right to say on the air-course, for I was not there.
Q Well, if you have information? |
A Yes, sir. |
& Were the nmen togather or seattersd through the mine?
A Scattered, seeminly,
Q From the condition of the bodies, was there seeningly more
force in any one part of the mine than any other part?

I couldn't tell; I didn't examine.

Any of the bodies very mutilated or torn up?

No, sir, I couldn't tell you.

Have a Doetor’thers?

Yes, sir.

A

Q

A

Q

A

@&. The Doctor here?

A Mo, sir,

Q In what part were the bodies worst mutilated?

A I do not know,

¢ Did you exsmine the bodies, Mr.,Bachman?

A I did not.
(Questions by Mr.Osenton.)

Q I understood you to say, in reply to one of MNr,Boyd's

questions, that he had give you certain instructions about

shooting from the solid in this mine, and of your conduct in

running the same; tell the Jury whether or not you followed

out your instruetions, by instructing your assistant and

miners in that mine?

A Yes, sir, as near as I could.
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& Did you instruet your migers in person?
A Yas; s8ir, inatructod_them, and also give them a book,

G I understood you to say these measurements; one Jan,l-.
that was made by you?
A Yes, sir,
Q@ Under the rules, I believs you are to make measurements
about twice a month? |
A Yes, sir,
Q@ You followed the bractice governing the rulss in this mine
heretofore?
A. Yes, sir.

(Questions by Mr.Pierson.)
@ I want to ask you if you did net have mowledgs that some
of the men weare using black powder in the mines?
A Not exactly knowledge, but had an idea.
@ From your experience a8 a2 miner and the position you held,
you could tell whether that had been used?
A Yes, sir, could tell; had an idea,
Q Where did your men get that powder?
A Got it hers. _
Q. Did you sver speak to the Superintendent sbout selling
his men powder, in violation of the law?
A TWo, sir.
Q& Didn't you know it was s violation of the law, using
black powder in the mine?
A I don't exactly understand what you mean.

Q I asked you if it was not a violation of the law for the

E}n&;g t91¥8°121§8k rowder in the mines?
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Q I asked you if you ever spoke te the Superintendent and

the man that sold that to the employees, not to sell it?

A Yes, sir, we talked of it, Yes, sir.

& Who sold that powder to thsh?

A. The Clerk, 1 suppose.

Q. They got the powﬁervat this company store?

A. I cannot answer that.

Q Where did they get it if you know?

A I don't know.

Q Wasn't it your duty to find out where they got 1t?
A. I suppose they got it here,

Q Wasn't it your duty to see where they got their powder and
explosives?

A Yes, sir.

Q. Where did they get it?

A. 1 suppose they got it here.

Q Did you ever tell the Clerk or Superintendent who runs
this store or manages it, not to sell the employees powder?
A No, sir.

Then, it was seld and used by their and your consent?

£

A Yeg, sir.

(Questions by Mr.Osenton.)
G Yeuldon't-meaa to say yau'have not the right to use the
black powder and dynamite under certain conditions; don't

you have the right to use it under certain conditions?
A Yes, sir.

Q You are prohibited end was directed to not use it,by

Mr.Boyd, to not use dynamite or black powder, for the purpose
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of shooting from the so0lid?
A Yesg, sir.
Q If it was done, then it was over your instruotions and
without your knowledge and comnsent, and in violation of the
orders you had given?
A Yes, sir,

(Questions by Mr.Pierson.)
Q Did the conditions axist in this mins, which made it
legal to use dblack powder or dynamite?
A Well, I hardly know,
Q Give your opinion, whether conditions existed so they could
use dynamite or black powder?
A Yes, slr, for the purpose.

{Questions by Mr.Osenton.)
Q And if it waé used on yesterday, or any other day, by the
miners in the mine, otherthan under the directions you hsd
given them, the¥ as given to you by the Mine Inspedtor, they
did it over your ohjection and consent?
A, Yes, sir.
{Guestions by Mr.Boyd.)

Q. Have any of your miners, to your knowledge, been mining
their coal?
A Yes, sir, some.
€. They have been cutting their coal?

A Yes, sir.
¢ You don't know whether that was done on yesterday, or

day previous to it?

A TNo, sir, 1 do not.
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{Guestion by Iir.Csenton.)
& Is that coal in this particular mine hard to mine?

A BNo, sir, I don't think it is ordirnarily hard, Fo, sir.

LAWREECE SHORES, after having been first duly sworm,
testified as follows:

{Questions by E.G.Plerson.)

& Are you an smployee of the New River Valley Coal Ceo.?
A Yes, sir.

& How long have you worked in the mine?

A. In this mine?

. This one that exploded?

A, The first time, I was here and worked sbout three months,
and hadn't worked a wmonth this last time.

% When d&id you do your first work in that mine?

e
h

I couldn't say.

g;)

About how long ago?

A. About five months.

How much experiense have you had working in the mines?
A I counldn't say; I have worked around mines for about
10 or 12 year, but mostly outside.

& Did you ever find‘any evidence of gas in this mine that

exploded?
A. Eo, sir.

& wes it a dusty mine, or Pree from dust?

A ¥o, sir. net so awful much dust that I find.
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Did you ever find any dust in there?

Some little, there in the air course.

You have been working in this mine about five weeks?
Not that long.

In vhat capacity?

Driving,.

O O > O B O

What condition was the mine in during that time, with refer-
ence to dust, this last time?

Same as usual, it was good.

How was the air?

Alr wag good.

Were you working in 1t yesterday?

Yes, sir.

What time &id you go in?
. 7 o'alock.

what time did you come out?

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A. Ten minutes after 12.
Q. What time was the explosion?

A. 25 of ome.

Q Where abouts were you when the explosion occured?
A About forty feet below the slate-switeh.

Q. About how far from the drift of the mine?

A. About 100 feet.

Q How long had you been out of the mine?

A Had been out of the mine about 25 or 30 minutes.
Q

Wwhat was the condition of the air when you came out--notice

anything unusual?
A ¥o, sir.
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Notice anything unusual ebout the air-course?
KO, sir.
Did you see the explosion?

Yes, sir, heard the explosion coming.

o = P r PO

Had there been any shots put off immédiately before the
explosion, or at the time of the explosion?

Yaos, sir.

Did you hear these shote?

Yeos, sir.

How many did you hear?

Heard four before the explosion.

Were they in rapid suecession?

About two minutes apart.

o = 0 F e Fr e

What time, usually, do they shoot?

They shoot between 11 and 12, and any where from 4 to

six o'clock. |

Q@ Hasd the miners regular rule about shooting--shoot at a

regular time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Wés there any regulation as to how many shots to be put off?
A The instructions that Mr.Bachman give me,was to shoot
two shots at dinner-time.

Q Had the miners been obéerving that rule, that you know of?
A. When I was digging they did, but since I was driving, 1
couldn't say. |

Q You heard four yesterday?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know about what part of the mine they were in?
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A. On the entry.

Q Can you take that map and indicste to the jury about where
those shots were put off?

A I do not know, I never did see the map.

Q. The entry, how far was that from the drift mouth?

A. I suppose 1t must have been four or five hundred feet.
Q. How long was it after}you heari thoge shots until the
explosion?

A Well, I couldn't say, it was about five minutes.

@ Were you standing close enough to the mine, or the drift
mouth, to feel the air or the effects of the explosion?
¥eg,sir.

Whet dida you do, after the explosion?

I run.

Did you go into the mine after the explosion?

Yes, sir.

How long was it until you got in there?

About five minutes.

Did you feel the effect of the after-damp or bad air?
Ro, sir,

How far did you go?

To the second post on the parting; it must be about 20 feet.
Who went with you?

Wilburn Miller,

Did you find any persons or bodies?

Yes, sir, went in there after one.
Who was he?

£ FP 0 F PO PO FPO P D P e
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Anderson Cols.

was he injured?
Yes, sir.

Get him out alive?
Yas, sir.

How was he injured?

The only thing I saw he was bleeding at the head and

face burnte.

Fotice any other wounds or injurises on the body?
¥o, sir,

Able to walk or did you have to carry him?
Carried him.

Did you proceed on in the mine?

Ko, sir.

Do you know who it was that put those shots off?
No, s8ir, I was on the outsids.

Did you know what the miners used in putting off these

shots?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
)
Q
A
Q
A

Ko, sir, I didn't, never noticed what they used.
Then you wofked in there, what did you use?

Used anything I could gst hold of.,

Use black powder?

Yes, sir.

shot from the s013id?

Yes, sir.

shoot dynamite?
in shooting slate.
Any in shooting coel?

Have usea soms.
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& Do you ¥now whether 1%t is customsry to use 1t among the
miners?

A FBo, sir.

G ¥here did you get 1it?

A Got it hers.

idere at the store?

e

Yes, sir.

What,wes thet what you csll a dry mine or wet?

lﬂ";

A. Water in one or two places.
(Cnestions by ¥r.Boyd.)
& You suy you used anything at 811 Yo shot coal from the solid;
did yowu do That contrary to ir.Zachman's instructions?
A &6, sir, thot was when I first come here.
How long ago has that veen?

o
A Four or Pivs mornths,

Beforo youn ever 83w me in any of those mines?

b Yes, sir.
X Did I ever say anything about shooting from the solid?
A dFo, sir.

& Did you ever near that I said anything sbout it to anybody?
A Fo, sir.

& Hr.Bachman, did he ever t2ll you it was against the law to
use khlask powder®

4 Yeg, seir, ke to0léd me that it was agaln the law to use dyns-
mite, thst wae the instructions.

% HAe aldn't say enything about black powder?
A Xo, sir, d4idn't say anything about that; said 1t was

against the law to use dynsmita.
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G Did you ever try to mime this coal up here?
A Yes, sir. |

¢ How ¢oss 1t mine?

A Hard in sowe rlaces, and some places better.

& Do you think it is practical to mine this coal, can it be

done?

s

Yes, sir, it can be done.

Can you load as much by mining as shooting from the solid?

RS

¥o, sir.

& Lawrence, you say you went into the second post to

get some man that was injured; how did you know he was there?
A. He was oalling me.

Do you ¥mow where that man worked?

£

& working company work.

yas 1t cuetomary_far the miners, after they prepared their

&

shot snd 1i% their fuze to come to the outside?

A As mear as they could come.

& pidn t come to the outside?

A IT they conld get out there they would.

G Then, ¥r.Bachman had never instructed you in regard to shoot-
ing from the solid with flamelsss powder?

i Ho, sir, not particularly.

¢ How long were you at the pine, previous to the explosion?

4 1t was twenty-five or 30 minutes.

¢ You sey you ran when vou heard the explosion coming?

A. Run aftsr it got to me; didn't have time to run before it
got to me.

g It was instantaneous 1ike?
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A, Yes, sir.
& Didn't hear it before it raached you?
A. I heard somebthing that went to me like & shol, and then
the éxploaien.
. How long was it before the explosion thaet you heard those
féur shots being fired in there?
A About 5 minutes.
& HNext thing you knew, there was an explosion?
A Yea.rair.
o What portion of the mine was it that you visited in there
before you came outside; what part 413 you lesve?
A. Las?{ room on entry.
Q. Adr course entry or head entry?
A, ¥ain entry.
Q. Anybody working in that room?
Yos, sir, wasn't in it at the time.

%¥as the heading men working yesterday?

O = S

¥asn't working yesterday.

Lo you know whether the alr-ccurse man was working?

SaR 2

Yes, sir.

@ How long d4id he work?

A Came out sbout the time I did; helped me bring some slate
CATS.

& Did you ever hear any of those wen talking aboul the
danger of shooting with black powder or dynamite from the
goligy

4. Yes, sir, neard one man.

& What was his opinion of it?
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A. Hever heard him exprsss his opinion thoroughly about i%;
heard him say something about shooting cosnl; he said he was
going to fire a shot and shoot it with dust; I didn't know
that & men conld do that; ne seid he would have to take
8 broom and sweep if & man would; I don't krow whether
he did that of not.
& Ile that man one of the viotims of the explosion?
A Yes, sir. ‘
Q How long has that beer since that man expressed himself
that way?
A. About three or four days.
€. ¥hat portion of the mire did that rar work in?

Third room on the entry that wag working.

Straight entry?

A

qQ

A Yes, sir.
& He an experiencsd miner?

& 35aid he was, Yes, sir.

& Do youn know of any of these vietims, prsvious to the

exploslon, using dynamite blasting the cosal?

I

Jever saw them using any.
Any of them using bleck powdar?

Yes, sir.

e P

You never heard #r.Rechman or Hr,Holidsy Bay it wee
against the rulos of the conpany or state mining lews for
shooting this coal from the solida?

A. Never heard him say anything about powder.

q Heard the men?
A Ko, sir,
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« Dié you know, personally, thet 1t was sgainst the law?
A Ho, sir, not for bhlack powder.

(. Dié you krow it was apgainst the law to shoot coal from
the s01id with dypamite?

A Yes, sir, after I read that book.

0

what book?
4 The book Hr,pPzul had published.
G Are you sure about seeing that in that book?

A It says shooting cosl from the solld.

£

TDid you ever heer those men up there discuss this flameless
powder, and give their objeotion to 1%?

A Yes, sir.

G what was their objection %o 11?2

A Uasn't no good.

¢ %hat was the rasson i% w&s no good?

A, Ween't strong snough.

(. Any other reuson attached to i%?

A Yo, sir, nrever hear: any other reasons.

¢ Ahbont what wee the size of the cavity that you would use in
shooting your cosl from the solid?

i Some shote I would use mere thaen other; have used down

es low as six inches.

vhet can be shot with six inches?

£

i
4

Heve shot eix Inches and got two cars,

&

%ould that he & rib shot or angle ghot?
4. That would be one that I had shol and dildn’t get.
% %het kind cf sbol was thai?

A Stuek shot.
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& I know; you went in there with 18 inehes of powder and didn't
get two cars?
A. Eave shot less than that and got two cars.
@ Do you belleve in solid shooting?
4 Vhere & men can get more.
@ You disregard the safety of 1t?
A I don't know anything about the safety; I would rather
be sefe and not get the eoal.
& Do you think 1% is & safe method $o shoot coal from the
g01id?
Ko, sir.
¥hy d4id you do it?

A
Q.
A It was what they were doing when I cams here.
Q Yet you thought it wasn't safe?

A

To come %o the truth of i¢, I didn't know whether it was

safe or not,
& What were you employed at?
A Driving.
(Questions by C.¥.0senton.)
Q. You have nat been minirg any sinee you came herse the
last time; last four or five months up here?
4 Yes, sir, besn working; heen losding sone eoal.
¢ Hawn't beepn digging any?
A. Yes, sir, loading and digging both.

You say 1t waes generally mmdersiood among these men, that

o

it was more or less dangerous to shoot from the solid?
Yes, =ir.

Thege men that are dead, understood that¢
Yes, sir,

e
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G« 1t was also understocd smong these men that it was

dangerous to uss dynamite and ageinst the law?

A Yes, sir.

6 You have beer here long enocugh to be ascquainted with all

the men killed there?

A. Four I didn't krow.

& You heard them discuss this matter of shooting from the

8clid, and the appreciated the danger of using black powder

end dynamite and shooting from the solid?

L Three I havn't hesard say anything about it.

& But the wthers; it was genersally understood it was?

A Yes, sir.

¢ Who furnished you this bhook of rules?

A, Mr.Bachman. {Book is here shown to the witness; “Mining
Laws of West Va.)

G About how long ego has it been sinee he furnished you

one 0of them?

A. Avout three months.

& He told you to resd this and follow it?

A He didn't emactly give 1t to me, it wus seht to me; a fellow

Just give it %o me, and I just thought thet I could read it

if I wanted to, and if I didn't, té let it alone.

G All of the men were furnished this, in the mine?

A Yea, sir.

Q #r.Boyd asked you if you could mine this coal, that is, you

mean plok mining, end you said it gould be done? |

A, Yes, sir.

q 4 fellow would starve to death up there? ,
& ¥ dorn't think there would be a corn-bread-living for him.
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R.J.MORTON, after heving been first duly sworn,

testified as follows:
{Questions propounded by YNr.Boyd.)

Q. What time d4id you get here, yesterday, after the explosion?
A I didn't notice the time, NMr.Boyd, but Mr,Orlinger did--
about half npast one or two o'clack.
@ How did you know there was sn explosion?
A I was in the office at Spnny Side, and heard & 'phone
ring and heard someone tell Mr.Roone that there was an
explosion at one of the drifts, and come down here and
ferried with the Doctor.
Q. What was the general condition about the drift mouth of
the mine?
A. Seemed to be a quite a bit of coal dust lying there.
Q. Was that all, Mr.Morton?
A. Evidence of quite an explosion, I should think, from all
appearances around there.
Did you see the body of M¥Mr.Holiday, wheu you got up there?
I couldn't say; I saw the bodies of two men thers.
On the outside?
Yes, sir.

What position were they lying from the drift mouth?

> o P £ P O

One of them, as far as I can tell, was about opposite the
maln drift; he was lying eross Ways of the adrift, down the
mountain-side.

Q. Where was the other body?

A It was over more to the air course, or other drift of

the mine.
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Q Do you know how they come to be there?
A To, sir.

Q@ Yo i1den?

A No, sir, I gouldn't say as to that.

Q. Don't know where they csame from?

A Ho, sir,

Q. Have any idea where they came from?

A Yes, glr, my opinion was they were somewhere mesar that
mine there; that would be my opinion about it.

& Do you think both men were on the outside?

A I couldntt say; possibly insids and possibly outside.
Q What was the eondition of those bodies?

A I wasn't right oclose to them, about 10 or 15 feet, but
they looked to be pratiy well mangled.

& You think they wers blown from some point, by tha force
of the explosion?

A That would be my orinion sbout it, Mr.Royd.

Q& Did you go into the mine shortly after you arrived at the
drift mouth?

A. Yes, sir.

«. How long was it until you went inside?

A Xr,0rlinger and & young men had been in with him, and they
came out and Orlinger ¢slled me and [ went in with hinm;

about 20 or 30 minutes before‘l went in; just went in to the

first break-through and put up s curtein there and returned

to the outside and by thet {ime Nr,Boone had come.

& What was the condition inside, as far as you went; how

4id you find things in there?
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A. The ventilation?

& Yes?

A. There was no ventilation pas?t the first break-through;
there had been & trap door there and blown down and the first
thing Qe did, was to put up & curtain there and got the ecurtain
complete we smelt something burning and looked around and the
curtain had cmught fire and extinguizhed that, and saw the
dust was on fire, and extingusshed that, and sent for some
water and repaired that; Mr,Boone had come, and we went back
out and Mr,Boone went in.

Q Was 1t on the air course or main heading?

A About middle ways of the pillar, I didn’'t notice that
particularly,; just where the door was. |

Was the alr offensive to you?

e

It was on the air course side.
Waen't on the heading side?

No, sir,

e > P p

After you put this curtain up, you advanced how far?
Mr.Orlinger and lhe young man thaet was with him went to

the air course to sese sbout the furnace; and ¥r.Boone and

I remained on the outside and hung a curtsain over the air
course side, this side of the furnace, and then we proceeded
with our journey and entered the wain drift, and as well as I
remember, cuitained up three or four more break-throughs and
run out of curtaing and come back and got some more, and by
that time, I believe you were here---no, I don't think you were
here.

Q What part of the mine did you explore?



45

A Just what I told you, until you cans.

& How much all together?

A Up to the msln heading and btack out ard up the air courss,
and back out there through the mein ocurse; wasn't in any rooms.
@ Dld you make any observation as to what you suppose was

the oguse of this explosion?

>

Yes, sir.
& Do you think the mine was &8 dusty mine?
A

w

From observations I noticed yesterday, it must hsve been.
& Did yon find any water in the mine?

A Only a little bit of water in the alr course; guess it
wag 10 or 15 gallon of water.

@ Where was 1it?

A On the air courss.

& What was your opinion &s to the cause of this explosion,
¥Mr. ¥orton? |

A Hr.Boyd, in my opinion, it was a too heavy a shot.

& About what point was this shot eset off?

A From the observation I had, it was on the air course side.
¢ %ell, at what point would you say it originated, do you
undaerstand the map?

A I think so; I have not seen i, but thirk possibly I could
show you. |

& Mr.Morton, in vour judgment, do you thirnk that a true map
of this mine, at the‘present time?

A Well; 1 couldn't just say as to thst.

«. ¥hich heading was it?
A én this side--on the air course slds.



46

. what would bé the initial point of the explosion?

i Te rad gone up the air course some distance; 1 didn't

notice the distance; sbout right here. (%itness indicates
On mag.)

¢ That map has rnot beern exlerded since September,07?

Unéerstand there is not &1l the rooms on there; did you
exsmine the place where you thought the explosion originated?
A ¥o, sir, didn't particularly.

Q Do you think it was on the Neading or Yace of the room?
4 On the air course side, in the nec¥ of one of those
rooms; in my opinion, it was & heavy shot in thatl slate,.

o Did you go to the fuce s{ the roor?

A Mo, slr, wes not in any room in the mine.

¢ Fhat indication of violence was there at that point?

A. Shot up there very fine, and blown back f{rom the face
1ike, ené the nature of this simte is that it does not
shoot up thaet way--the experience 1 have had, unless it is
charged very heavy.

¢. Did you examine that very closely?

A, Lo, sir, pno more than my attention was called to it, and

if I am rot wistaren, I remarked about what s heavy shot

I
<t

must have been,

« Did you find sny bodiss about that point?
& S8till above there; two bodies on the sir course.
¢ what was the condition of those hodies?

i Well, 88 well as 1 remember, those two bodies wes not

mangled very badly: it sesmed to me their heads ware
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orushed, possibly the first one I came to; did not examine
them very close; I was with you when we vessed there.

& Any other indications of violence along the entry?

A Yes, sir, found & car thst was blown off the track, next
to the face; the last man we found, the ghovel was blown
back under the track, and looked 1like he had the shovel

in his hand.

Loaded or emply car®

g o

Empty car.

what position was the car?

Parallel with the tracH, but set down about six inches.
was that loaded or empty car?

Eﬁpty car. |

Did you make any obsergation of the inside of the car?

[ SR N = R o -t

Yes, sir, noticed it was an empty car.
Did you find any other poirnt ir the winc that, in your
opinion, you thought was where the explcesion started?

A No, sir.
¢ What is your opinion of solid ahootin?3mr.Morton?
A Wéll, Kr.Boyd, I never had vsry litile experisnce where
we had s011d sheotin; &1l the mines where I have been, we
under-cut the cosal and never had any sxperience of solid
shooting.
@ In your opinion, do you consider it safe?
A In my opinion, I wouldn't eonsidsr it 2o0; I will be honest
but while that is & fact, I do no% ses how n man can get a

living out of this coal, if he has to mine it.

Q  What other method would you suggest, otherthan shooting
from the solid, to work this coal?
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A 1 would suggest machines.

Q@ Then, how would 1% be, do you think you counld mske a
living operating the mines with machines?

A. Yes, sir, where I am, at Sunny Side, Mr.Beury's, meke good
money; some men there make $4.00, and that straight, per day,
through loading machine coal.

Q. How meny bodies did‘you help to recover up there; how many
vietimg did you help to recover?

A I was with Mr.Orlinger, and was along when all bodies

was found--nine; seven on the inside and two outside.

Q& What was the condition of those bodies?

A Well, the first three bodies we found on the main entry,
seemed to be mangled worse than the others, and as well as

I remember, possibly the fomrth one.

& Where were those hodies found?

A The first one that was found, I would guess 50 foot inside
of the mine; another possibly 15 or 30 foot, and anotﬁer
about the same distance from that.

Q Could you give any reason for those bodies being found on
the entry?

A Souldn't give my reason, except my opinicn.

& ¥%hat is your opinion?

A My opinion is this: That these men had shot their coal
down and ell started, possibly, to the ocutside, to eat their
dinner; seemed they were going in that direction; from what

I hesrd, somebddj remsrked about the mine, it was customary for

the men to come out and eat their dinner after they fired the

shot,
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Q Hever found s man off the entry?
A Ho, gir, every man's head was lying to the outside.
{Questions by Mr.Pierson.)
Q. ¥Where you found those three bodies that weie worst mangled,
wasg that the initisl place where you think the explosﬁion
oocured?
A. It wes possibly 200 feet from there.
| & Were there sny htodlies found near whers you believe the
initial point ¢f explosion wasg?
A Two bodies,
G How near were they to 1t?
4 Mr.Plerson, I could not say just the distance, possidbly
not sﬁer 50 feet and posrsibly 150; didn't notice.
{Questions by Mr.:senton.)
Q vhere @14 I understand you to say where you found the ini-
tizl point of this explosion, &r in your opinion the explorion?
A On the glr course side.
¢ How far from the drift mouth would you say?
A I dian't just notice, sxpect 250 or 300 fest.
4. The reasocn you £1x that, was,you found the slate breken
up so Tine?
Yes, sir.
¢ Did that indloate there had been 2 shot from the hotton?
& Too much dynamite or powder.

¢ Then it was not in shooting up the coal but shooting up
the bottom?

A Yes, sir.
¢ Under the direction of the mining laws end Tnspector's

are you permitted to use dynamite in shooting up the
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bottoms?

A. Yes, sgir, in case a man has a hung shot, we gllow him to use
dynanite.

Q That's done in this Tield, right along?

A Yes, sir,.

& What is your opinion as to the shot, that it was dynamite
or black powder?

A From appearance, it was dynamite and black powder beth;
often they umse both; if they don't, it bresks the slate

up in so large pieces they cannot nandlie it.

¢ Then, in your opinion, it was a shot blowing up

the bettom?

A. Yes, sir.

G. Then, you notice anything else?

k. Fo, sir.

G Dia the Mine Inspector point out uny oiher initial point?
A Yo, sir.

G %as he with you where you found these men that were
mgngled more than others?

A Yes, sir.

Q& As a matter of fact, the explosiom would blow them away
further; those near the initial point?

A That would be nstural.

Q Then, you give it as your opinion, from the sxamination
you heve made, that it wes a heavy discharge of powder or
dyramite, at the point you have mentioned?®

A Yes, sir, that is my opinion.

Q. Did you discover sny evidences of gas in the mine?
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A Yes, sivr. I think it originated from the fire.
& FYothing to indicate that it was s gaseous mine?

4. Xo, sir.

LEWRENCE SHORES, Recalled,
{Questiors by ¥r.Osenton.)
G I want 4o ask vou whe the man was who made the statement

about sweeping up the dust and making a shot?

A waggle.,

Q. Was he arn experiencad miner?

A. S&id he was.

& Do you know what part of the mine he was working?
A Third room on the entry.

& Do you know whet he wes doing?

A. The last time I seen him, he was fixing to shoot.

(questions by HMr.Plerson.}
G How long was it from the %ime you saw him fixing te
shat until you heard those sho ts?
A. About thirty minutes.
Q At thatytime he said he was going to maks a dust shot, or
words to that effect?

A Hs $0ld me that hefore, a week bafore.
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JAMES G. BOYD, (Mine Inspector of the 8th District),

after having been firgt duly sworn, testified as follows:’
(Questions by Mr.E.G.Pierson.)

Q Kow, just make 2 statement-~you know what sort of a statement
you want to make?
A I got notice of the explesion of this mine betwsen half
past two and three o'clock, yesterday-afternoeon, and justlas
guiok a8 I could, I arranged to ecome dowﬁ here; I proceeded,
end arrived here in the neighborhood of four e'clock, or a
little after. When I got here, thers were four men in the \
mine, exploring the mine. The Superintendent or Superintend-
ent's brother said they would ﬁe out in a few minutes, and
I waited there s few minuteé and they came out, and I
{kod tﬁem how far they had advanced, and they said sbout
160 or 200 feet from face of the heading, and came to a
fall and retraated. I arranged my lamps and proceeded
in the mine; explored the heading to the face and air course
heading~-~they never explored the air cours?. We had located
811 of the bodies in the mine;yhen I came out. I did not
moke any close inspection, more than to locate the bodiles,
and not to determine the originating peint of the explosion.
We came out about six o'cleck, and this morning went in and
made an examination and inspection of the mine. We found
Fo.l1l roon, in air course heading was the point, in our epinioen,
where the explosion originated.. We found thres shets

that had blown out--neither one of them had done the

purpose it was intended for. I drew a little sketch of it,
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and will show the Jury how 1t looks.

(Herewwitness explains drawing to the Jury. Drawing

ig herewith filed.)

Explanation of drawing: Ye find a hole here,

drilled in the solid, and some of the hole remaining. This
shot was in her; we notice, on an angle of about 50°--another
one here at the breast; we Wound anothsr hole here--these
little dots indiocate the hole, which was 5-1/2 feet--the

shot had blown out; over hers we found another hole.

drilled in here, 5—1/2 feet that the powdser had blown out--
this was & clean blown- out shot, and did not take any coal
from the mouth of the hole. This shot cracked the coal and

a portion of the coal was blown out---these three shots, wers,
in my opinien, shot about the seme time. There was a coat
hanging on this prop, and this coat was burnt almost td

a cinder, and the indby eXposSuUrses indieating that the force had
gone down and burned theses props. These shots, in my epinion,
were very badly placed, and in on the solid, and could not de
the work. This one was in away back on the solid. Number

11 room, in my eplnien, is the initial point of the explesion.

We went all over the mine, various rooms and
heading. I might say too, thet we found these men, victims
of the explosion, all on the entry, making towards the drift-
mouth., I cannot understand that--it is a puzzle to me
how these men were all golng to the outside. These men

gt No.ll room, on the outside, weres very badly mengled---

ons wes all rolled up in a ball. There was & losded car on
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the hesding, and partly upset, and the car they had loaded
with slate previous to the explosion; that slate was gll
blown out, with the exception of a2 bushel or se, and the
timber and debris was blown down in this direction and the
men also. The explosion went through the break-through to
the heading, and we found the oharged dust--from the bresk
through coming to the heading.

Thess men being all on the heading, I cannet
account for---why these men were making for the outside, I
cannot explain., The gob was all down in the room---one
weuld suppose it was a short room and s hoavy.slats shot fired,
or, one would suppose it was & neck of s room and & shet put
in there and filled it up with debris and slate, but 2ll thsat
was sent out from the romm, from gob it had blewn out to
the neck of the room,

I might also say that I inspected this mine on
the 16th day of November. 1 found the mine in good shape.
Found 1300 cubic fest of air at tae intake, and 1300 wk
cubic feet of air at the return, near the furnace. The
mine was damp, and I found that the miners--only thres
in the mine the day I inspected it, they were shoxt of
miners and only five men employed. Mr . Holiday wes in
charge, and he told me Mr.Baéhman was sick. I asked him
if he was employed as steady foreman, and he sald "no, only
occasionally to act as an assistant™. I went up on the

main heading where they were working, and a man was arranging

%o put in a shot in the bottom slate. I found the top very
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~bad, and teld them to put up two props, and they teld me
they would. I talked to them sbout using dynamite and
black pewder,; I do not know the name of the man, Mr,Bachman
can tell you. (Mr.Bachman says: Charley Workmen.) He
t0ld me he thought the nyalite was a 1ittle high in price,
and asked me if it was not possible to have it reduced; he
said that he thought it was a little hardship en the miner
to use it. 1 askﬁ%im if it would not be better to pay e
cent or two more, than be running the risk ef being blewn
up, and he said if there was any danger like that, he
would pay the difference. Ag I left, he said he weould
use the flameless powder, which he was using. I found
dynamite in there, but did not find anybedy using it,
except for slate. I told them met to use it feor blasting
coal.

¢ In your visits to the ming, did you find the rules and
regulations,governing mines, were being follewed?

A Yes, sir, at that time. |

G About these three poirts where these shots were put off,
whet kind of shots were these?

A ghets frem the selid.

Q. What kind of explesives were used; in your opinien, if
you can tell?

A. I could net tell.

Q. I believe you stated, in your epinien, they were put off

simultaneously or rapid successien?

A Yes, sir.
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I will ask you if it is sufficient to cause an explesien?
If there is any dust.
It will where there is very little dust?

Yes, sir, very little.

e F o P

Did you observe any dust, in dangerous guantities,when
you were here?
A HNo, sir.
@ From your observations, on yesterday, and today alse, can
you state that there was any dust of any dangerous guentity
in the mine én yesterday?
A Well, I think the mine was dry; I de not know about dus¥,
but I think the mine was dry.
G Then, in your opinion, Mr,Boyd, this explosion was caused
by these three shots?
A Yes, sir, three blew-eut‘shets.
¢ As %o the explesive that was msed, you are not able to say?
A Ne, sir.

(Questions propounded by Mr.:senbon)
Q. Who went in the mine this merning, when you discovered the
initial peint of this explesion?
A Nr.John Philipps, Mr.William Warner, Mr.Bachman, Mr.J.A.
Straughan end Nr,0rlinger.
& How many were Mine Inspectors?
A Three, bedides myself.
Q@ You say that, in your opinion, this explosion was caused
in room Neo.ll, by these blew-out shots?
A Mr.Bachman said it was the number of the room.

Q. You don't Ikmew whose ceat that was?
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A ¥o, sir, I examined the coat to see whether there were
any papers, but it was burnt se I could not tell.

Q@ I understood you to say you had authorized ths miners,

in these mines, to use dynamite for the purpose of blowing
up the slate?

A I gave Mr.Rachman the privilege of using dynamite for shoet-
ing slate.

QG For what purpose do they use black powder?

A For blasting coal,undsr certain conditions.

Q¢ &8 that permissable under scertain conditionsg®

A Yes, sir.

Q Will yeu state what cenditions you permitted? Under what
conditions you permitted it to be used?

A VWhen it war under-mined--cut.

Q Then, shooting from the selid, to use what kind of powaer?
A TFlameless powdser; they had used nyalite, which is a
fiameless powder.

@ Then, this mine had your permissien to use dynamite

for the bottem in the slats, and black peowder where thay
made their underout, and flameless explesive where they

shot from the solid?

A Yes, sir.

@ It is not your epinion then that this explosien wes
caused from a shot of dynamite, as the gentdéman testified
~here a moment age?

A No, sir.

Q Did you exammine the holes and ses whether there wers

any shavings lefti?
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Ko, sir.

A
Q Clearly of the opinion they were blown-out shots?
A Yes, sir.

Q. As to the depth of the shot, were they extrserdinary,
where they made the hele for the shets?

A Medium shote.

G If they were medium shets, will you explein to the Jury,
upen what theory you reached the conelusien that those blow-
out shots caused the explosien?

A In my epinien, the first shot raised the dust--off the
golid there is mere or less dust--it breaks the coal up,
granulates the coal and causes dust to sdhere to the roef,
ribs or preps, or anything, and when this shot was fired, it
caused some dust, and second shot more dust, and third,
prebably, set it off and caused the explesion.

Q De you believe there can be an sccident, abselutely of
dust, without any gas?

A I do, gir.

Q. FNow, as I understend you, in your epinien, the first shet
blew out and it raised seme dust, and then the second shet,
end then the third,it expleded the dust that caused the
explosion?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you find any evidence of gas in Bovember, when you
explored the mine?

A No, air.

g. Did you find any evidence of gas today?
A. No, uair.
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Q Then, i% is your opinion it was purely a dust explésion,
caused by blew-oeut shot?

A That is my opdnien, Yes, sir.

Q You say you found none of the men in this room, all en
the entry? |

A. All en the entry.

Q. How were the men, with reference te¢ thoss that were
found nearer and those further frem the initial point®

A. The worst near the point of explesion--hs seemed to be
very badly méngled and mntiiateé.

Q What caused the burning of the mules and men?

A It was gas that had baen'giveﬂeut from the dust--just
ignited and caused a flame. ,

Q New, Mr.,Boyd, as I understend you, you say each of these
holes were the batten:heiea=$ha$‘erﬁinary heles that a miner
would bore?

A Yes, sir,

Q Could that explesion have occured by the use of Flameless
powder, by these blew-out shots?

A "It is my epimnien 1i% could net.

Q Why could it make any mifferenca, Mr,.Boyd?

A It.den't give off any flame to ignite the dust.

Q. There 1s no fire sbeut a flameless pewder explesien?

A. Not enough to ignite the dust.

Q Mr.Beyd, if those three shots had been put off one after
another, and Mr.Morton had immediately after that ptt off

his shot, with dynemite, couldn't it have oecured in that way?
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A, It could.
& Then, it is poesible for those shots 4o have blown out
the dust and the last ene, the dynamite explosion, that
caused the explesien?
A. Yes, sir. Let me explain: Mr.Merten is mistaken sbeut it
being & neck of the room; the slate was piled up there, and
one would suppose it was & neck of & room.
¢ Dpid you Pind & point there where the bottom had recently
been blewn up?
& No, 8ir, net on the air-courss.
Q. Any where?
A No, éir¢
Q The last time you wers in the mine and examined it, did
not find any quantity of dust?
A. Neo, sir.
@ Was it sufficient quantity te authorize the watering
down of it?
L Yo, sir. ,
« Then, the dust, in your opinien, that caused this explesien,
was caused by the blow-out shots?
A. Yes, sir, blew-out shots frem the solid.

(Questions by Mr.Piersen.)
Q I want teo &sk you whether the mining laws make certain
rules and reagulations as te sheoting frem the selid. Will
you state what that is. (Question ebjeeted te. Hot ruled upen)
Q. What is the law for shoeoting frem the solid?

A. Mine Inspector has discretiemary pewer.

Q
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@ In the hands of the Mine Inspector?
A Yes, sir,
Q@ De you know whether the miners were violating the rules
with reference to shooting off the seolid?
A Re, sir.
Q Is there any rules &s to rapid succewsion shots?
A Te, sir.
(Questions by Mr.Osenten.)
Q They were sheoting from the selid, provided they used
flameless powder?
Yes, sgir.
You had given them that right, with flameless powder?
Yes, sir. |
The Foreman here had instructed them?
Yes, sir, the miners said se.
Then, you knew they were instructed?

Yes, sir.

e o P o

When you inspected this mine in November, you feund the

men in epar&ﬁing ﬁhié mine were cemplying with your regulations
and rules, as far as you could ascertain?

A Yes, sir.

Q& And you know nothing to the contrary?

A Yo, sir.

MR.VAL BACHMAN, Recalled.

(Questions by Mr,Osenton.)

Q Do you know which of the men whe are new lying dead, was
woerking in reem Ke.1l1l?
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A Yes, sir, I de.

& VWhe?

A Jehn Clark.

& ¥as he an sxperienced miner?

A Yes, sir.

& Tell the Jury whether or not you instructed him net te use
black powﬂér for shooting frem the gelid?

A Yesg, sir, I did.

¢ If he used that explosive, was it without your knowledge
and gutherity?

A Yes, sir.

Q. You had instructed him, in persen, net te de so?

{Mr.John FPhilipps, Mine Inspector ef West Virginia,
Distriet No.9, and J.A.Straughn, Mine Inspector of West Va.,
District Noe.7, concur in the statement made by Inspectoer
Boyd, and were with him and made the examination of this
mine., )

{(William Warner, iine Inspector of West Ve., Distriet
Fo.11l; "I did not make the examination of these werking
places with the other Inspecters, but from their descriptien
and explanatlien of these shets, I theroughly aeencur with

the statement made by Mr.Boyd.)

Mr.Jsmas G.Boyd, Recalled.
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(Question by Mr,(Osenten.)
& I understoed yeu, Mr.Boyd, te say when you examined the
mine, you feund the ventilating apperstus in good erder;
D will ask yeu if it was sufficient to furnish ail sir
necessary?

A Yes, sir it was; more &i% then necessary.

--------------

The Jury, after having heard all the evidence,
thereupon retired te their reom to censider of their
verdiet, and after a while, returned with the following

verdiet, in words and figures, to-wit:

"STATE OF ¥EST VIRGINIA,
COUHTY OF FAYETTE, to-wit:

An inquisition Naken at Bachman, in the
said County of Fayette, on the Zlst day of January,1908,
before J,.p,Staton, Justice of said eounty, upen the view
of the bodies of John Boles, A.A.Waggle, Henry Holiday,
Ch&rlés{V&ssee, Thornton Wilsen, Jehn Clark, Peter Barlow,
Richard Byers and Francis Feught, then lying desad, the
Jurers swern te inquire when, how and by what means the
said parties came to their death, upen their oaths de saj:
That the above mentiened men came to their deaths on thé
30th day ef January,1908, at er reer 12.00,midday, in or

about Mine Ne.2, of the New River Valley Coal Company, by
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an explesien caused by three blown-out shots, occuring in
room No.ll on airway to seid No.2 mine, which shots
ignited the accumulated dust.

In testimony whereof, the ssid Jurers and Justice

of the Peace hereto set their hands.

J.i.GLARK )
J.F.DEAN )
A.P.BARSHBARGER :~ Jurers.
¥.H.SPRADLIEG
(signea) J.D.SHIELER )
L.C.CREGER. }

J.P.STATON, J.P."

I, J.C.Hamilten, do hersby certify that I wae duly sworn
to report ths foregoing evidence, taken a% an inguisition held
at Bachman, Payette County, ¥est va., on the 3lst day of Janusry,
1908, upon the view of the bodies of nine miners who were killed
by an explosion of Ho.2 mine, owned and spersted by the New
River Valley Ooal Co., on the 30th day of Jenmusry,1908; and I do
further cexrtify that the foregoing is a complete and scenrate
transeript of ths testimony as reported by wme on that day.

J h




In the mattor of the inguisition held by
J. P. Btaton, Justics of Faystie County, West Virginia,
at Pachman in sai@ county, on the Jlst day of January,
1808, to inquire wheon, how and by what means Jchn

Bowigs and sight others cams to their dsath.

B et

STATR OF VREST VIRGINIA )

o TO-HIT,
@CIINTY OF FAYETTE )

I, Val Bachman, being firet duly sworn, say
that I an mine boss for the New River Valley Coal Gom~
pany, in wheso mine ¥eo.8, at Rachman ir said Fayatte
County, there cocurrsd an explesion on the 30th day
e January, 1908, resulting in the deat’ of John Rowlas
and eight o¢thers, and thut I testified as a wiftness at
tha inquast over sald bodies held by 4.P. Staton,
Ju%tiaé, en the day following. In said testinony I
stated that the :Qém on the ﬁir courss in which three
blown out shots had besn fired, and which was Tixed b?
‘Hessre. J. g, Béyd, John Btraughan and John Phillips,
Digtrict ﬁiﬁsAInspBGth% as the origin ol ths explosion,
was Noell. §h3 map of the mins had not basn sxtonded

#c as to schow the rooms turned on the alr course duxing

K3

the past few monxha,'and'thiﬁ statement as to the minmber
§§,ﬁ§6 roon was based upon my general knowladee of the
ning at the time. BSince then I ﬁave'@ona through the

mins carefully,and find upen a close investigation that the
room number should read "5* instsad of "11*. There is

no question at all as to the locatidion of thoe room, and

I wish now tc correct my festimony only %o the extent that

the proper number of ths room is § instsad of 11, as given,




Tuken, subsoribed and Swornm to before
I

" /&(4, day of Mbruary, 1908.

A\

Notary I#i‘ib\} ic Pavette

County, ¥eat Virginia,
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New River Valley Cocal Co.
Fayette County,
Januaxy 30th, 1908.

2 ok ok ok Kk ke ok Kk

At 4:55 P. M. at the Ruffner Hotel Sen. E. C.

Colcord called my attention to the Charleston Mail which

related a Dust® Explosion in the above Mine:

I prooceeded to my office and looked over records
of inspections and found Inspector Boyd had visited and %n-

spected the mine on Novemwber 16, 1207, and reported conditions



good in every respect.

I then sent the following telegram to Mr. Boyd,
at Fayetteville:

New Rlvar Valley Mine reported to
have expleoded today. Go to the mine
and give me details by wire or tele»
rhone uron your arrival.

(8igned) J. W. Paul.

At 5:55 P. M. Mr. Sam Dixon called me by tele-
phone from Macdonald and asked if I had heard of the ex-—
rlosion, and stated that Mine Inspector John Phillips
was there and asked if I wanted to talk to him.

Phillips came to the 'phone and I requested
him to start on first train for the mine and to take
charge of affairs if Inspector Boyd was not at the mine
upon his arrival. Phillips stated he would be able to
get to Thurmond at 8:15 P. M. and would endeavor to get
a freight train to carry him to the mine.

At this mément Inspector J. A. Straughan ap-
peared in the office in response to my reguest for a
conference with himself, Inspectors Warner and Boyd.

I direoted Straughan to take the 6:49 train
and go to the mine. He telephoned car distributor Robson
at Handley and arranged to get to the mine on a freight
train.

I then went to the Elk Hotel for Mr. Warner
and not finding him there, visited several resturants
to locate him. At 6:35 I telephoned from Fallones'
clgar store to the Elk Hotel and talked to Warner and
had him to take a cab for C. & O. train due to leave

at 6:49. I joined him at the bridge and went to G. &

O. depot where Warner joined Straughan and left at 6:50.



The following letter was received on January 31,

1908, at 3:30 P. M.:
Fayetteville, W. Va., Jan. 30, 1908.
Mr. Jas. W. Paul,
Chief of Department of Mines,
Charleston, W. Va.
My Dear Sir:-~
An explosion ococurred about 1 P. M. in the
Yalley Mine vbelonging to the New River Valley Coal Co.

This mine is located on the south side of the
river near Hawks Nest. 9 men were killed, and one badly
burned. This was all the men that were in the mins at the
time of the explosion.

The bodies were all recovered at 6 P. M. and all
woere found on the entries except two that wers bIown out
of the nins.

I arrived there about 4 P. M. and found places
in the mine where heavy aharges of powder had been expleded.
The mine appears to have been very dusty. The main entry
is only in about 800 feet, rooms are turned off entry and
air course. Face of entry is in advance of lasi break-
through about 230 feet.

I inspected this mine Nov. 15, 1907; and found no
gas. The mine was not dusty. There ware only 5 men working
in the mine at that time. I dnly saw three, 2 had not re-
ported foxr work or had gone home. The coal in this mine
vas mostly all shot off the solid. On my firset viedt I
found this was being done with black powder, and dynanite.

I recommended the use of flameless powder, oh my next visit

they were using Nyalite, I also found dynamite in some of

the places.

—A



uryed botwoon 7:48 aod 8115 A. M., the exash time
dght men in the mine 2% his $lmpy

zﬁmmﬁt mmmmmmamwm a
ecount of the fast thot even ss late as Priday
Xy mmmmwMﬁrmsmmmmm»
The mine st this tims s bemporarily in charge of m incompetond

In sddition to the wmsatisfuctory oonditions inside the mine, the
same tullding ss the fwn, Gince the wxplosion osourved sefeby lamps had
boen olesned end vepalred in the boller reom and hore was oomsidsvable
groase avd oil lying syowsd on the floor. Conditions were wery favorsble
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The man that was in charge of the mine on the
day I inspected it last was killed. He gave me his name
as H. Holliday. He said he was just on for that day as
M% « Bachman was sick.

Most of the 9 men killed are very badly burned
and mutilated, indicating that the explosion was violent.

In the neck of one room off the air course a
very heavy charge of dynamite had been exploded. I will
write you more fully tomorrow.

Yexy truly yours,
(8igned) J. G. Royd,
Mine Inspector 8%h District.

% 3 ok Xk ok K ok e ok ok ok ok ok ok Xk
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At 9:30 uron going to the Weetern Union Tele-
~graph office I obtained a copy of the following telegram:
Fayetteville via Thurmond, W. Va.,

January 30th, 1908.

Jd, W. Paul,

Chief of Department of Mines,
Charlsston, W. Va.

Have been down at Valley New River
Mine, been all through the mins. Nine
men killed and one burned. See letter.
Inquest will be held tomorrow afterncon.

{Signed) J. G. BRoya,
Digtrict Mlne Inasyector.

The Charleston CGazette of January 3lst, 1808,

gave the account on the following clipping:

'NINE MINERS MEET
SUDDEN DEATH IN
NEW RIVER MINi
Men Eating Dihner Kiiled in

Twinkling By Terrific
Explosion

BODIES ALL IDENTIFIED

Ignition of Dust By Blow-
Qut Shot Probable

Cause
CIRS —

(Snpecxal to The Gazette)
Fayette Jan, .>0 —«Nme mmexs me:
suddeeu ﬂeath 'm the New Rwer Val
' ley Colhery known as Lower Boone




clock in"'an explosion
irtly wrecked the mine—Fvery]
I:'Fgram of powder and all the dyna,mlte
: Jn the mme was: Igmted by the ori-

glnal expmsmn—probably caused by

' Lrst Of The. Dead
A complete list of the dead is as

.mine a few . »mmutes after ‘the explo-
“siom, arrlved -elty last mght

' Jacksoh vé)mo andA nttle was- known
of them.

Grandlson Cole Was th|e only minesr

badly injured. ‘He was. blown to a
ipoint near -the .entry ang was .rescued
by Lawrence Shores and Wilbur Ml]-[
ler. . ' )

The mine was inspected at 10
o'clock this morning. by the superin-
tendent aund reported to be in goc1l
order.

Inspector Boyd, of thxs district, who
arrived. this afternoon and made a

preliminary examination,  but did not
determine the Xause of the explosxo*»
A thorough exammatlon is to Ye
made,

Biown Across Hill,

Two of the' de ad«Holhday and Wil-
son—were: blown -clear out of . the
mine and acr 0ss the Hill.: " They were
standing near the mouth when the ex:
plosion occurred. None of the men
‘were more than 100 feet from the rear
entry, and most of them Wwere eating
their dmnel when the explosion oc-
curred.

" The. Lower Boone. is a dnft mine
and the groperty of the Boone -Coal
and Coke Company. It is small, never
working over 25 men. It is practically
new, little coal having been taken out
of it.

- Mr. Gébrge I"m'boden' who was at tha

~cé_used by dus A elephone measage
to 'the Gazette la;st night for Fayette-
vme stated it “was a gas explosion,
and’ another ‘m-ﬁssage stated that i*
was' 'caused"uy a ® - amg ghe

ing the dust.




Charleston Mail
January 31, 1903

-Nme niiners and two mules dead.
and ohe- miner injared, who, how-
Never, i8S expected to rrecovei‘, is tin
result of the cxplosion shortly afier
ioon yesterday at the New River
Valley mines of BOO”le Broth2vs noar
Hawks Nest.
The mine -has heen tnorou«hly ex-
" plored for.the dead and injurad, and
every on .has been accountad. . for,
cither deadgox' alive. Favr- depuly

mine inspectors.are now .engaged in |
examining, the mme to determine, it

possible,. the cause of the explosimn.
First reporls reeeived here yesterday
at 4 olelack: atéributed .the explos-

Py Latm 1’er>oris have heen
ﬁonﬁxctmv : ehamcter some
~gthers, g

0L a as-
sig:ningw du
third repor
out shot. :
The- dpad are
Henry Heolliday, mine boss, mar-
ried. ’ '
John Bowles, siacle.

A, J. Wagles, single.
Chavles "_Casse, maruco of IKen-
«llCl\V' s

Wilbur Wilson, single.
John Ciark, married.
Richard Myers, single.
Travice Faught, singlea.
Peter Barlow, gingle.

zas; . waiis - a
at-tﬂibutqs it to a hlown-1{

One Miner 'njured |

The three miners last' named were.
from Jackson, Ohio, anq*were not,
well acqumnted in the = neighhor-;
hood. :

.Grandison Tole escaped with in-}
juries, which whilé painfui, are not
considered d.mgerous, He was blown’
to a bhoint hear the entry and
rescued by Lawrenﬂe Shoreo and Wxi-
ber Miller, -

Onl g Lwent_v-ﬁve men over worked

in the mine at ona time as’ it was a

rew drift mine just being opened up
and had penetrated but a shorp dis-|
tance ; ihto the  hills. At the time

of the accident, several of the niin-

ers were ‘on the ontside of the inine
eating their dinner and esmnea
Two of . the dead Holhda,f and
Wilson, were standing near the mouth
cof the mine when the exnlosion oc-
curred and wete blown -clean out of
the mouth of the mine and across the
hill. None of the men were more

1tihan 100 feet from the mouth of ihe

mine wheit the explosion occurred.
VA pecu]mr mcndent in connectioi
with the explosion is that the mine
had been inspected by the superia-
trn‘uont not more than two hours be-
fore the cxplosion and”declared Ly
him to be in good ':onditio.;}.

was |-




FEBRUARY 1, 1908

Deputy Inspector Boyd Re-
~ports That HtsWarn ings -
Werg Not Heeded

~
N

prlosm*‘l Fer ritiin “Force

oo aur swor, ot

and Dead Were Badly
Mangled )

-In a Treport to “his chlef
Mine Inspector - Boyd, - who. wﬁ?
to the New River Valley' Mine
an investigation of the exr
vnesday afternoon in whx’

mst their lives, - stat

found traces ‘where”

‘dyhamite were

the time of the disast.

of his Warpings gmen sev.

ago. ’
Inspec'or Boyd

f

ims that he

dn inscpetion of L £F mme. somet.me
»last \ummer and to‘ he Dproper. per:
sons connected thh the Boone Coa}
& Coke Company that would not’ be
safe to use black’ powder in'the Nev/]
siver Valley Mine but” that safe.,v
powder should be used When he” ve-
turned in \Iovemrber and -made: jm—
ether mspectxon sat‘e-ty pow&et
in -use, but hlS mvesuga.tl y he

‘saster of ~Wednesday Ieads
“*ave that his. warmngq had -been
*ten. £ i

" the otpmlon of Insp 't’ 3
explosxon was caise)
Qhot,;.

opening .5 a nefw one thé
‘being driven ‘but about 80
yet a small mine and at;
the -lxplosmn only ton me
of the driver, weré at
explosion - osCarred at
the time most of the men
‘their dinners. ~ [t is pr
@ver, that one of tha mon |
his dinner and hal .pat off ‘a s
which blowing ant, Wmted the.
‘causing the exples xon
. ‘The explosion was dcrrifie. e
foyce and all of the :aem, with*one
ex@eptwn were mm"lsl almost be-
von A )

being
ete.

L A Wd.‘"’l‘ ln.
1 m suffocition as th
marks oK violence upon -his
supposed “that he:. was in ‘fig
the  explosiyn which accoun
fact that he, was not.mair
HO“ldaY, thP\ mine ’bOS

his ‘dinner at {\hsy fumace' ;
and -his. bodv. wgas biown
a *small opedi.ng.‘,gqym ove
dump. He was \y ‘adly miai
idéntification  was 0
the fact that:one: and W
thumb, .the result of ‘ian 266
eral years agd. Jeohin ) l‘owle
entering tha" mias at sm,w
his body was blown f¥ar
mouth over tire slate ‘du
and leg were blown ¢ oiipléte
his- hédd - mJ-‘wd tv ap
cars were brikea and txs
killed, and on ever v hand
idance of. the ¢
'F'\um{ vnm:.a

On- Man Rescued. S
Grason Coles, who was at a parting
some httIe distance from' the drift
mouth, was badly buried. Lawrene
Shores, the driver, and Wﬂber Milier,
an emplove on the out51de ‘hear the
Jries, and, rushing into the mine,
brought him outsnde He was badly
bumed and was taken on the- first
rain to the McKendree Hospxtal
|- . Help was immediately summoned
and Albert Olinger, bank boss at a
neanby mine, headed a rescue. pariy.
that entered the mine shortly aff:r’
the explosion, but it was soon seen
that there was apting to do but bring
.the blackened and bruised- bodies to
the surface. Deputv ‘Mine Inspector
J‘ H. Boyd, -of’ Fayetteville, was-soon:
on :the seene and made an examin<-
‘tion of the Tmine. The mme was ngi
at all gasedus, and Supt. Bal. Bach-
jman, made a tour of mspectxon ot

110" a. m,,ﬁndmo' ever»thm-g in- good
jshape. /

Dead Al Out.

}{ By 7 o'clock all the dead had ‘been
{taker out and were being pre«pared
= rial. Barlow, Faught and Byers}
all’ from Jackson Ohio, and had
here but a short txme Byers
iid to be the main support of a

wed mother.




