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Report of Leyden liine Fire.

A fire occurred in the Leyden Mine at 8.30 p.m. on December 14, 1910,
which resulted in the death of ten men, all of whom were probably suffocated by
the smoke from the fire, as no single man was found 500 feet from his working
place.

At 6.30 a.m. on the morning of December 15, a telegram was received
from James Dalrymple, State Mine Inspector, as follows: “Fire in Leyden Mine,
top burned, ten men in mine, bring car at once."

Car #2 was at the Sopris Mine, 6 miles from Trinidad. Arrangements
were made with the C. & S. R. R. to furnish engine te haul car to Trinidad to
catch the 8,30 train from Trinidad, and with W. D. Gitchell, General Superintend-
ent of the Victor-American Fuel Co., and J. S. Thompson of the Colorade Fusl &
Iron Co. tc lend us men, helmets end oxygen. The car had only two full eylin-
ders of oxygen, and foriunately we were enabled to borrow two tanks of oxygen
and four men from the V. A. F. Co., and three tanks of nxygen and three men from
the C. F. & I. Co. Wire was sent to Linde instructing them to send six tanke of
oxygen to Leyden, and wire was also sent to Pittsburgh asking that this order be
confirmed, but reply came back stating that the order had been countermended and
that in future all orders must come through the Pittsburgh office.

Wire was also sent to Mr. A. D. Parker asking him to instruct his con-
ductors to pass the helmet men with our car.

The car arrived at Leyden at 7.30 p.m., and two hours were spent in
training some of the local men who were familiar with the mine in the use of the
helmets.

In the meantime conference was held with the management of the mine and

the State mine inspectors, and the writer was requested to take charge of the
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rescue work, and consented to do so, on condition that he should be given absol-
ute control and authority and that no orders should be given except through him
or his representative.

The conditions of the mine on arrivel were about as follows:

The mine is opened by two shafts 700 feet deep, the fan being lecated
at No. 1 shaft, whickh is the uptake for the air, shaft No. 2 being the downtake.
The air split at the bottom of shaft No. 2, one-=half going to the north and the
rest to the south side of the mine. The haulage is by mules to the main en-
tries, and by tail rope to the bottom of shaft No. 2. (Shaft No. 1 was used
only for hoisting rock.} The power to run the ropes was furnished by electric
motors,loecated the one south and the other on the north side, each 50 feet from
the shaft, and worked independently. The fire occurred in the south motor
room, and immediately upon the smoke issuing from the fan the pit boss, Williem
Laurie, and three other men went down the main shaft (No. 2), got out the five
men who were working on the north side, and tried to put out the fire with hose,
tut some ocne on the surface reversed the fan and drove cut the firefighters who
barely escaped with their lives, when the flames shot up the shaft.

The man who reversed the fan hoped to save the 10 men who were working
on the south side, forgetting the men at the botiom of the shaf+t.

In a very short time all the surface plant, including the wooden head
frame, engine and boiler room were on fire, the shaft timbers all burned out,
and the shaft caved tight, sc that when the car arrived there was no air coming
through this shaft, which now became the upcast, and the whole mine was filled

with "black damp®. The State mine inspector very properly would not allow any

one to go down the shaft until the cer arrived with the helmets.

At 9.30 p.m. four helmet men went down the sheft, snd when within 10
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feet of the bottom their safety lamps went out; so they came back, and it was
decided to patch up the partition between the two compartments of the shaft,
brattice off the north side, and split the main south entry in order to estab
lish a circulation. This was started immediately by the helmet men, and as
soon as it was safe for men without helmets to go down %o the bottom, bratiice
crews were organized and the work proceeded without interruption, the helmet
men going ahead, putting up props and nailing on boards, and the brattice men
coming behind with the brattice cloth.

A station was then established at the bottom of the shaft, and four
helmet men were instructed to got%ha parting at the junction of the fifth south-
west and "A" entries, where it was hoped that all the men working in that part
of the mine had congregated.

The reason for this hope was that this parting was protected by steel
doors at each end, and it was thought that if they could get between those doors
they might be protected from the smoke and might possibly be still alive. This
run was made on the night of the 15th, and four men were found on the inbye side
of the parting near the door. It soems evident that these four men reached the
parting, but the smoke or gas drove them out. Why they went out the inbye door
instead of the outbye is a mystery. As these men were found dead, it was as-
sumed that the other men could hardly be alive, and as the distances to the
working places of the others were too great to be traveled with the helmets, all
energies were bent to bratticing the main south in order to establish the air

and drive out the COp.

By the night of the 18th the air was carried up the first southwest %o

an

entry and a station was established 100 feet inbye the intersection of the
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first southwest and "B™, and the helmet men explored A, B, C, D, E, F and G on
the south side, and found throe men in between the fourth and fifth southwest,
and one man in the second southwest near the intersection of first southwest and
G. Our base of operations was established in the first southwest, 150 feet
outbye A entry, and while our helmet crew of four men was exploring, four other
helmet men, with knapsacks on their backs, but helmets in their hands, sat ready
at a moment's warning to go to the assistance of the men on the inside if needed.
Men without helmets were patrolling constantly all crosscuts and brattices (two
at each crosscut), and four men at the brattice splitting the main south entry
from the shaft (No. 1). Safety lamps were kept burning always 150 feet inbye
our base, and if they showed any signs of going out or dimming or went out, the
reserve crew moved back 150 feet leaving a lamp in the abandoned place.

By the night of the 24th the whole south side of the mine was explored,
and still the other two bodies had not been found, and this necessitated explor-
ing the north side of the mine, though it seemed impossible for these two mem to
have gotten to the north side, when no other man had succeeded in getting over
500 feet from his working place.

An offort was made to explore the shaft bottom where the fire was by
coming down the first northwest, and we succeeded in getting to within 100 feet
of the main north, but the steam and smoke were so dense and hot that the effort
was abandoned.

The air was then cut off from the south side and all carried to the
north, which was fully explored in the same way as the south side had been ex~
plored, but no trace of the missiag men could be found.

We then felt confident that the missing men were on the south side near
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their working place and had been overlooked, which proved to be the case, as they
were found in room 3 off the L entry from the second scuthwest near the face of
the room behind some timbers, at 4.30 on the morning of the 29th.

On the morning of the 20th the helmet crew, headed by J. ¢. Davidson,
was exploring the L entries, and on coming out of room 2 Davidson struck hise
head a severe blew on a low roof and was partially dazed by the blow; at the same
time his helmet was partislly knocked off his face so that it leaked some air
from the outside. He did not realize this fact but thought his bad feeling
came from the knock on the head. One of the men asked him if they should go
into room 3, but he said "No", he felt too bad and must go out; so they all came
out, and when they got to E entry Davidson collapsed and was brought to the re-
serve station by the other men, the pulmotor applied to him, and he was revived
and brought to the surface where he quickly recovered.

I immediately went below again, and instructed the next helmet crew to
complete the examination of the L entries. They came back and reported that
they had gdone s0, and found nothing except the overcoat of ome of the men in the
entry.

After the whole mine had been explored and no trace of the two men
ceuld be found, the air was again turned into the south side, and in the early
worning of the 29th the helmet men informed me that they had not gone into room
3 off the L entry as there were two cars in the neck of the room, but they
flashed their lights in there and saw the flcor and face, but no signs of the
men, who were afierwards found lying flat on their faces behind timbers.

The failure to find these men in the first place caused us ten days of

very hard and dangerous work, end shows how easy it is to overlook bodies in &
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mine after a fire or explosion.

It also teaches us than an exploring party cannot be too careful in
its search, but should neglect no crack or cormer and search carefully every inch
of the ground.

The only other minor accident that cccurred to our helmet men was
while bringing out the bodies of the men. David Reese, of the Victor American
Fuel Co., without any warning fell flat onm his face, his helmet falling off his
head. He was wearing a Westfalis helmet. The strap in some unaccountable way
became unfastened, and the helmet fell off. Ee was only 500 feet from air, and

was quickly brought out, and immedistely recovered without eny assistance.

There were five other men with him.

The greatest care was taken to prevent any accident to the rescue men,
and nothing that could be thought of was left undone leading to this end.

The men attached to car 2, F., W, Tweedale, foreman, and ¥, C. Harvey,
first-aid miner, did their full duty and more at all times, and are highly com=
mended for their excellent work and good judgment.

The thanks of the writer and the bureau are most gratefully accorded to
the helmet men who cheerfully volunteered their services and risked their lives
for the cause, working unceasingly and uncemplainingly day after day and night

after night, ready at all times to respond to every call to duty regardless of

how hazardous the underteking, or how frequent the call.
Their names are as follows:
D. H, Reese, Victor Americen Fuel Co., Hastings, Col.
J. W. Thomas, Victor American Fuel Co., Chandler, Col.

Philip Davis, Victor Americen Fuel Ce., Chandler, Col.
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Walter Saxon, Victor American Fuel Co., Chandler, Col.

John C. Davidson, Colorado Fuel & Iron Co., Morley, Col.

George Smith, Colorado Fuel & Iron Co., Morley, Col.

John Deldeso, Colorade Fuel & Iron Co., Sopris, Col.

Thomas Warrick, Colorade Fuel & Iron Co., Starkville, Col.

Ford Cornwall, Colorade Fuel & Iron Co., Frederick, Col.

Clyde Ferris, Leyden Coal Co., Leyden, Col.

William Adamson, Leyden Cozl Co., Leyden, Col.

John Conway, Leyden Coal Co., Leyden, Cel.

Lewis Eder, Leyden Coal Co., Leyden, Col.
and the many other men who volunteered and so ably assisted in the work of brat-
ticing, ete. Out thanks are also tendered to the officisls of the Leyden com-
pany, Messrs. J., G, Perry, Fred Neumeyer, W. M, Laurie, and others, and to Mr.
James Dalrymple, Chief State mine inspector, and his able assistants, for advice,
courtesy and assistance in conducting the work.

After the work was completed and the bodies all recovered, the Leyden
company presented the helmet men with & check for $100.00 each, with the excep-
tion of course of the government men, who wers forced to decline the offer.

The deors in this mine were entirely of steel with sclid concrete
frames, end but for these steel doors the whole mine would probably have been
destroyed, and both shafts burned. The doors surrounding the shaft (No. 2) were
so hot when we entered the mine that it was impossible to bear the hand on them.
4 blueprint of these doors is given herewith. (Note: The blueprint will be
mailed you later as it is on car No. 2.)

The cause of the fire will probably never be known, but from all the

evidence that can be gotten it seems to be another case of the careless and recke
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less use of open lights, together with all the other dangere they entail.

The Leyden Mine is located in Jefferson County, Colo., Township 2 S.,
Sectien 26, R. 70 west on the D. & N. W. B. B., about 15 miles northwest from
Denver, at an altitude of 6,000 feet.

The officers are:

S. M, Perry, President, G. & E. Building, Denver, Col.

J. G. Perry, General Superintendent, G. & E. Building, Denver, Col.

Fred Neumeyer, Superintendent, Leyden, Col.

W. L. Maurie, Pitt Boss, Leyden, Col.

The coal is sold under the trade name of the Leyden Co., and largely
supplies the Moffat road, The Denver City Tramway, and the local trade of Denver
and surrounding townms.

The coal is classed as a lignite, with a thickness of 5feet to 8 foeet,
averaging about 6—1/& feet. The dip of the seam is irregular and to the east.
There are no faults, rolls or horsebacks, and no msthane has ever been discover-
ed. The mine is opened by two shafts 700 feet deep, and is worked on the double
entry room-and-pillar block system.

The entries are 10 feet by 6 feet, the main pillars 75 feet and the
slde and stub pillars 50 feet; room pillars 22 feet, barriers 75 feet. The

rooms are 22 feet by 200 feet .

The recovery of coal claimed is 80 per cent. The capacity of the mine
prior to the fire was 1500 tons, with an average production of 1000 %ons per day.
The maximum day's run was 1309 tons.

265 men were employed, 235 under ground and 30 on top.

The tipple was of wood and the cage was of steel, self-dumping; manu-

factured by the Duncan Iron Works.
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There were two boilers, capacity 160 h.p. (80 each) on No. 1 shaft, and
seven boilers, capacity 700 h.p. (100 each) on No. 2 shaft.

The fan is a Jeffrey (Capel), driven by a direct-connected steam engine,
and has a capacity of 60,000-75,000 cubic feet of air per minute, with an average
water gage of 9 inches.

Open lamps using "Miner's White"™ o0il were used exclusively in the mine,
except on the main haulage roads where electricity at 250 d.c. was used.

The mine made about 60 gallons of water per minute, and the pumps were
driven by steam and air.

Coal=-mining machines:

3 Jeffreys ; Electric 6 Sullivan

1 Sullivan ) 250-volt d.c. 1 Harrison Air-driven punchers.

1 Ingerscl

The pit cars weigh 2000 pounds, with a capacity of 4500 pounds.

Track gage 36 inches, using 20-pound rails throughout. Crossties are
of red spruce, 4 inches by 4 inches by 4 feet 6 inches, and all props are of
native pine.

All stoppings on the main entries are of concrete, and the side entries
of weod.

The mine is naturally dry except in a few places, and is sprinkled once
a week by cars and hose.

One very peculiar thing about this mine ies that as soon aw the floor be-
gins te heave the working place fills with 002 and requires a large amount of air

to clear it out.

The flcor consists of a hard fireclay and does not heave until it is

softened up by the sprinkling.
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Black powder is used in coal and 407 nitroglycerine dynamite in the
rock.

The miners load and fire when they get ready, using squibs.

The miner is allowed to carry 12-1/% pounds of powder into the mine in
& keg, but must leave same at room neck until ready to load and fire.

Maximum diameter of drill-hole is 2 inches, and maximum size of charge
30 inches, which is put in paper cartridges.

Coal-dust (drillings) was used for tamping, but I am informed that in

future operations clay will be used.
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December 15, 1910

MINE EXPLOSION,
12 MEN BURIED

Denver, December 15.An explosion in
the Leyden coal minegbwned by the Ley-
den™CHYY @eroty es west of Denver,
last night entombed at least 12 men and
vossibly more in the lower workings of
the mine. The fate of the men is un-
known, but it is feared all may have
been killed by the explosion or burned
to death in the fire which followed. The
upper workings caught fire immediately
and prevented their eseape. There is an
old connection between shafts Nos. 1 and
2, but it is believed that this has become
clogged by debris,

Rescuing parties are trying to pump air
into shaft No. 2 in the hope of keeping
the entombed miners alive if they have
survived the explosion.

The upper workings of the mine are
still on fire and efforts to extinguish the
flames are being made.




MAKES DARING DASH
OF 1,100 FEET ALONE,

At 9:30 o’clock a third helmet party
went below. These men did not get very
far. At a point about 1,100 feet from
the shaft one of the men broke the glass
front of his helmet, making it fmpossible
for him to protect himself from the bad
air in the entry. He was earried to safety
by his comrades befo>e the black damp
could get in its fatal work. v

After this trip further work on the
part of the helmet men was abandoned
for the night, to be taken up again in
earnest today.

While the helmet men had been work-
ing, however, H. Doutliwaite, a deputy
state mine inspector, went down along
and without a helmet. He made a run-
ning trip to a point 1,100 feet from the
shaft, but found nothing, Hig act wasg
regarded as especially daring. :

F. A. Perry, the purchasing agent for
the company, said yesterday that the
company was ecaring for the families of
the dead and missing miners, and would
continue to do so, providing well for the
widows.

Mr. Perry also said the company was
beginning to get some idea of the extent
of its loss. The surface loss—to the
boiler plant and heists—hs. thought would
amount to at least $100,000. The burned-
-out -shaft cost about $150,000. The ming
will be unable te operate 10 any extent
for perhaps seven wanths, which will
bring the total loss up to more than
$500,000. '



December 16, 1910

NERS MAY LIE
N FLANING PIT

Denver, Col., Dec. 16.—The ten miners
imprisoned by fire in the Moal
mine, 14 miles northwest o ere Wed-
nesday night are still in the mine. Ac-
cording to J. C. Roberts the govern-
ment expert in chavge of the rescue
work, the men have a good chance of
being found alive if they remained
where they were working when the
mine caught fire.

A party of five men from the govern-
ment mine rescue car, equipped with
oxygen helmets, 1is exploring the lower
workings, 750 feet under ground at the
bottom of shaft No. 1, but the rescuers
have been able to make little headway
because of the gas with which the mine is
filled. Twenty-seven dead mules were
found 815 feet south of the shaft.




(By HARRISON W. PHILLIPS.)

Casting aside. all considerations of personal safety, Thomas W.
Tweeddale, daring helmetman of the government mine rescue car and
hero of the Starkville. and Delagua coal mine disasters, dashed at the
head of six equally as fearless workers in the wonderful oxygen
helmets, through the new air course bratticed off to the south for a
distance of 500 fe¢t from the foot of Shaft No.1 of Leyden mine, into
the main southwest entry filled with deadly black damp, ran through
the poison-laden atmosphere for 2,600 feet, burst open the steel door
leading into the fifth west parting, at 8:30 o’clock this morning, and
found four bodies where it had all along been expected that the entire
ten missing men would be discovered.



Delay of Ten Seconds in
Opening Huge Steel Door
Is All That Saved Them.

CAUSE OF AVALANCHE SAID TO BE
INTENSE HEAT FROM FIRE AT SHAFT 2

Bodies of the Four Men Left Where They Were
Found--Theory Now Is Disaster Began
as an Immense Conflagration.

(BY HARRISON W. PHILLIPS.)

Although the bodies of Liester Jones, John Augustine, Frank Cis-
katte and Eli Devey were located in the wreeked Lieyden mine at 8:30
o’clock yesterday morning, according to official announcement from
the operating company—three hours and a half earlier; according to
the belief of people in the vicinity of the mine who have overheard
vemarks let fall by members of the rescue shift—it was stated las#
night in the office of the company at Leyden, by men possessing of-
ficial or managerial authority, that the dead would be allowed to
remaln as found until fonight, at least.

The only reason given for this deecision was that the time of the
rescue shifts would be required last niglit and probably all day today
in rigging up, by the aid of brattice cloth, a new and much shorter
way of reaching the other six imprisone¢d men than any that has been
heretofore. fried.
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Six Brave Men, lea y Thomas
W. Tweeddale, Hero of Starkville and
Delagua, Dash Through 2,600 Feet
of Deadly Gas and Burst Open Steel
Door Concealing Tomb of Victims.

MINERS EVIDENTLY HAD DONE ALL
THEY COULD TO PROLONG LIFE

Surrounded by Poisonous
Fumes and Not Daring to
QuitHaven of Refuge, They
Shout for Help Until Last

PRSI



GENERAL VIEW OF THE RUINED “NUM

Showing the entrance to the shaft, with the wreck of

the shafthouse littered
)any, photographed on the scene of the disaster.




BODIES {
VIGTIMG OF LEYDEN
MINE, BROUGHT 0UT

Search for the Other Five Is Go-
ing On, but at a Slow
Rate.

-3 MEN,

MERRICKS MAY BE SAFE

Thought to Have Fled to the
Deepest Recesses of the
Workings.

Bodies of five of the ten men impris-
oned by fire in the Leyden mine last
Wednesday evening have Tmow been
brought to the surface. Search for the
other five men is.still in progress. Those
in charge have faint hope that the two
Merrick brothers may be found alive, but
are certain that the other three entombed
men are dead.

The body of Lester Jones, night driver,
was brought to the surface early this
morning. It had been found near the
corpse of John Augustine, night foreman,
whose body was brought up Monday.

A few minutes before noon today the
podies of Frank Ciskatte, Eli Devey and
George Supanchet were brought out of
the mine, seventy-five and one-half hours
after they were first located. No excite-
ment was occasioned at sight of the bod-
jes and there were no scenes from wait-
ing relatives. The remains were deliv-
ered to Coroner Davidson at his tempo-
rary morgue in the company’s carpenter
shop, and will be prepared for burial
HIDING PLACE OF
MERRICK BOYS A MYSTHERY.

None of the rescue shifts has thug far
succeeded in finding the place to which
the Merrick brothers fled when they
found themselves menaced by smoke and
afterdamp last Wednesday night.

The explorers have now gone into such
remote parts of.the mine that, in order
to go farther, they must remain away
from the supply of good air mwore than
two hours. The oxvgen in the helmet
tanks lasts only two hours, so they have

reached their limit. They cannot explore .

mare, Atetost ~Cirkings unul the brattice
work_has been pushed forward, carrying

good air; then the men can go and return-

to the supply of fresh air without over-
stepping the two-hour period.

This work of bratticing is now being
pushed’ with all possible speed. But Prof.
J. €. Roberts, the government helmet ex-
pert who is in charge of the rescue work,
{8 very despondent.

“We have found no more than the five
bodies,” he said. “The mine employes
were certain they knew just about where
the other five men-were, but we have not
found one of them wherg we expected.
We will probably have to go all through
the remote parts of the workings before
we ¢an find them, and heaven only nows
how long that will take.

“There were several indications that the
Merrick brothers had retreated as far as
they could get when they found that the
mine ‘was filling wjth smoke. They took
their coats and lunch pails with them, as
well -as. a sheet of canvas. They were
level-headed men, and probably bratticed
themselves off -in some distant corner.
But the smoke and black damp has gone
thransh tha whala workings. nndoubtedlv.

be alive in the place. Still, we are going
to take advantage of that chance, slight
as it is. We will push forward as fast as
we can.” . ’
DEADLY BLACK DAMP

SPREADING IN SOME PARTS.

The helmet crew reported that the. deadly
black damp appeared.to be spreading:in®
some parts of the workings. Their lights
went out at a point not far beyond where
sthey found. four of the bodies two days
previous. Yesterday they penetrated to a
point much beyond this, but were not
then bothered by the damp.

Work has already been startéd toward
clearing up th¢ wreckage " about e
burned engine room and electric light
plant. Some small piles of coal" that
were placed beside the boiler house are
still smouldering, but a stream of water
is constantly being  played upon these
and -all danger of the fire spreading is
now over.

Governor Shafroth, in discussing the

Leyden disaster, said he thought
something should be done to afford
better protection to the . coal min-

ers and to expedite the work of rescue
when accidents occurred. He suggested
the division of the state intp six or
seven -districts, each having its own force
of inspectors and rescue men. He thought
there should be more mine rescue cars,
with additional foreces of expert helmet
men.

In connection with the rescue work it
was stated yesterday by a .number of

miners that the company had no blue
prints of the workings: at the mhine and
that this delayed the work. This is de=
nied by company officials, who state that
they had detailed workings of every part
of ‘the mine.

Governor Will Ask
More Inspectors and
Three Rescue Crews

.Governor Shafroth favors a tax on coal
companies of 1 cént per ton of output, the
money so collected .to be used for the
maintenance of an enlarged bureau of ceal
mine inspection and of three'rescue crews:
to be station in different parts-of the
state.

“We ought to have at least six deputy
coal mine inspectors,” said the governor,
“and the work of inspection ought to be
thoroughly done, so that enforcement of
the law should be-compelled in every
mine. I de not think it right that the
large expense attending these unfortu-
nate calamities should be borne by the
public.

“Th‘e rescue crews gught to be stationed,
one in the southern field, one in the
northern and one on the Western slope.



Merrick Bovs
May Still Be

-

Alive in Mine

Rescue Crews Have Not
Given Up Hope but
Think Miners Are in
Leyden North Work-
ings.,

That Louis and Frank Merrick, the
only two missing of the ten entombed
miners caught in the fire at the Leyden
mine a week ago last night, are in the
north workings has been definitely de-
termined, but whether dead or alive is
still an open question.

Practically every fool of the entire
south workings have been expiovrsd, ac-
sording to Genera! Manager 5. M. Perry,
who was in telephone communication
with the mine at 11 o'clock last night.
The helmet and bratti crev noiww ars
ning ' their atiention to the nortn
workings. © The [first northwest antey
was expiored yesterday for several hun-
dred feet, bui without result

The rescue crews are omnpﬂ.lled to face
the same ventilation problem in the north
workings that they had to contend with
in searching the south workings, oniy
not to the same extent. The air condi-
tions are better. 'and for this reasoun the
entire north workings should be ex-
plored by Saturday. By working ail
night, the brattice men expect to have
a much® better air current flowing
through those portions of the north en-
tries closést to the shaft. The ventila-
tion has been shut off almost eatireiy
from the south workings, showing that
the rescue parties are convinced that
the Merricks are not in those workings.

The question whether or not the Mer-
ricks are alive depends wholiv on the
percentage of. black damp in the north
workings. In the mine disaster that oc-
curred more than a year ago at Cheriy
Iil., several men were found -alive after
being entombed without food or water
for one week. The Merrick boys, it will
be remembered, tock with them full din-
ner pails when they went into the Ley-
den mine, a week ago, and they alsou
had some water. Besides, there is some
water in the north wo;‘kings that is fit
to drink. If the Merricks succeeded in
bratticing themselves off in the north
workings in fairly good air, the chances
are that they are still aliv e, but, unless
found today or tomorrow, the chances ot
their being taken out alive are againse
them.




TEN MEN ENTOMBED
IN CGLORADO MINE

Fire Rages in Depths and
Little Hope Is Held
Out.

1Y ASSQOIATED PREESS.

DENVER, Col,, Dec. 15.—Littie hope 18
heid out fur the safety of the ien miners
entombed in the lLevden mine, 16 miles
northwest of this city. They are prison-
ers as the resuit of a fire which spread
tn shaft No. 2 last night, cut off tne
ezcape of the men and destroyed the
shaft and the tipple, as +well as other
surface buildings.

Throughout the day rumbling from be-
neath indicated that the shaft was cav-
ing in. The Government rescue Car sent
from Trinidad, reached Denver, this ev-
erting. Tests were made by ivwering jtve
rabbite, When raised the rabbity were
dead.

NORTON. W. Va., Dec. 15.—The death
toils of the explosion in the Greeno mine
near here vesterday, Was ten men, «~Nine
were killed in the explosion and one dled
after being taken out. The last two
men to be rescued wers found early 1to-
day, in & semi-cons=clous condition.

.
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RESCUE PARTIES 1N
LEYOER MINE FAL
10 FIND 5 BODIES

‘Those Already Discovered to Be
Brought to the Surface
During the Day.

ONE RAY OF HOPE SEEN

Canvas Tom From Old Brat-
tice Work by Men {o
Make Barricade.

(Continuned rom Page One,)

bring them out, each man was given a
Httla sack contalning chloride of lime to
be hung about his neck to aveoid being
ovarcoms while engaged in his repulsive
oocupation.

No reascn has vet been found to ex-
plaln the action of the company In fail-
ing to get out the five bodies that had
been locateg other than the &tatement
that the oxygen helmet men were all
needed to make the search for the ether
men who might still he allve.

This declaration was made in the face
of the fact that last Saturday, after near-
Iy & thousang feet of brattleing had besn
built and the fan had been pouring a
steady, powerful column of pure air into
the mine since Thurgday evening, the
helmet men found on penetrating the
depths of the mine a deag cat with its
tongue proiruding, showing the terrible
deadly mnature of the gas that filleg the
erntire workings:

There were many signg of activity
among the rescue workers today., Here-
tofore, the wvarious details of the work
have bean carried on with exzasperating
slowness. Tach time a shift of helmetmen
would emerge from the mouth of shaft
No. 1, they were taken in tow by a com-
‘pany official, escorted to the pffice and
locked in an inner room for 4 long drawn-
out conference.

Not until after thege “conferences’” werg
finished, ang the rescue workerg had
started back to the mine again, was any
information given out to the eager rela-
tlvem of the imprisoned men. Ang then
the bare statement would be made that
“the helmetmen report the discovery ot
a body in such and such an entry; the
roadway was Tound perfectly clear, the
air gnod, and sxcellsnt progress ig being
nade,”



MINERS ADVANCE
DIFFERENT THEORY,

From another source it was learned
that the 8 o’clock shift came across the
abandoned coal cutting machine at which
Frank and Leuis Merrick were engaged
as late as 8 o'clock last Wednesday night.
It is supposed that the young men, as
soon as they detected the smell of smaoke,
fled from the menacing indication deeper
into the workings, seeking some cham-

per into which they might shut them-

selves and live upon the pure air it eon-
tained.

A number of employes of the Leyden
Coal eompany venture the
that the Merricks ran as far as the
breast of the mine—which is the utler-
most. part—and there made a galiant but

hépeless last stand against the inevit-.

ably horrible death that results from be-
ing enveloped in choking black damp.
William Laurte, mine foreman, who is
one of the most intelligent of the em-
ployes of the coal company, stated this
morning that the five bodies which have
been lacated woauld positively be broughi
above ground by noon. Mr. Laurie ad-
mitted that it is idié to entertain the

slightest hope that any human being ‘or:|
f.through still remoter parts of

animal will now be found alive in aay
part of the mine.

“We ara going to get right at the work
of bringing out those bodies this morn-
ing,” he said, ‘“‘and we also believe that
the other five will be found before to-
night. If possible, ‘the entire ten will be
above ground soon after dark.”

It was announced at the comparny's of-
fice that the body of John Augustine, the
night foreman, who was round, as he
had died, holding a handkerchief tightly
over his nose in the effort to shut out
the poisonous fumes, would be the first
to be removed from its temporary vault
tn the wrecked mine.

Augustine was found in H entry, off
the second southwest, 1,800 feet from the
foot of shaft No. 1. This is said to be

easier to reach than tne place at which’

Jones, Supanchet, Devey and Ciskatte
were discovered.

MINE VISITED BY

AUTRIAN VICE CONSUL.

Joseph Goricar, Austrian viee counsul,
whose official duties require him to at-
tend to the affairs of his fellow country-
men who die in his jurisdletion, paid his
fMrst visit to the Leyden mine yesterday.
He came direct from Trinidad, where he
has been an interested observer of the
coroney’s inquest over the remains of
seventy-nine men killed in a blow-up of
the Delagua coal mine last month.

Mr. Goricar said he would return to
Leyden today and request permission to
descend into the mine, so that he might

suggestion

see- for himself as nearly as possible the.
conditions under which five of his coun~
:;pymen met . death. after Wednesday's
ire,
- ¥, A. Perry, tressurer of the company
- operdting..the mine, declared this morn-
ing that nelther Mr, Goricar nor anybody
else not having gufficlent knowledge of
coal mines to take care of himself in the
depths of such a hazardous place would
ge allowed ta enter the Leyden mine to-
ay.
BODY OF ANOTHER
LEYDEN VICTIM FOUND.

Sunday’s work at the mine resulted In
the finding o. only one more body. This
was the remaing of John Augustine, night
foreman, The discovery of this body
leaves five men unaccounted for.

Lwone of the bodtes was removed yester-
day, The men in charge of the explora-
tion work tuought it best to push ahead
the
workings, upon the bare chance that some
oné might yet be living.

John Augustine died of suffocation
from the smoke that filled the mine. His
body was found in front ef a doorway
1.800 feet from the foot of the shaft
that is now being used. There was a
handkerchief over his face, as if he had
sought to protect himself from the bad
alr as long as possible. There were in-
dications that he had been nearer the
foot of the shaft when the clouds of
smoke began to pour through the en-,
tries, -and that he had retreated to-a:
remote part of the mine, seeking to get
beyond the reach of the smoke and get
at least one of the steel compartment
doors shut between himself-and the ad-
vancing smoke. It seemed as if he had
reached one of the doors, but had been
too overcome to get through and close tt.
He had dropped upon the floor, covering
hiz face as a last protection.

Augustine’s body was found at 12:30
o'clock by a party of four helmet men.
These men were John Davidson, Louls
Rder, George Smith and A. C. Smith.
Davidson was in charge. They went
into the mine a few minutes before noon,

Other parts of the mine were explored
yesterday, but no other bodies were
found. At night the crew of helmet men
got considerably beyond the place where
Augustine wasg found.

The party that found Augustine came
to’ the surface at 1:30 o'clock. At 3:30
another party went down, staying two
hours, These men reached the most dis-
tant polnt from the shaft yet attained.
. They went 3,200 feet to the southwest.
While going about the entries the black-
'damp put ouf the lamps of all the men,
and only one of the electric flashlights
 in the comipany could be made to work.
The men had to turn and start back for
the shaft. When only half the distance
 had been’ covered this tiny light went
qut. .iand in hand the men slowly re-
treated through the compiete darkness.
[t was a slow and dangerous trip and
was finally made in safetv.




«.rew Installing Tel-
ephone System
in Mine

A shaft No. 1, so far as preparation
cctld be made. But J. C. Roberts, in
chiurge of the rescue car, explained _the
furility of sending men, unaccustomed to
th+ use of the helmets used by the res-
£vrs, inte the mine until the manipula-
tlon of the air valves had been theorough-
!y explained. Volunteers were called tor
frum miners, ang half the men about the
shift offered their serviees, All were
eavel 1o have & hand in the rescue.

Malf & dozen men, who are thoroughly
faraillar ‘with the interior of the mine,
™. 'a sgelected and were taken into ihe
revous car, where they were given a hrie?
ta X on the construction of the helmet.
Thry were warned that.cooiness was es-
pevially essential and were {old not te
forget that they were perfectly safe =0
lo1.g as they kept the helmet on. ~'Under
no clrcumstances take “that helmet off.”
warned Mr. Robertz, “If you think some-
thing i3 wrong with youf helmet and you
hare difficulty in breathing, speak to
omne of my men, who will sccompany iou,
and he will remedy the trouhle. Take
your time .In »roceeding and remember
that if when sou reach the entombed
men vou are in an exhausted condition
vou can be of little use. T any one of
Yo i3 overcome he will be carried ont
by the rest of the party. The whole
party will stick together and wIll enter
an! leave the mine together'

Necide to Send in Three of
Crew and One Yolunteer

It was decided ta send threes members
of the rescue crew and one volunteer irtto
the mine In the first party. The rescue
car is equipped with six helmeta, which
carry oxygen sufficient to iast two hours.
Following an explanation of the manner
in -vhich the helmets are worked, four ot
the wolunteers were equinped with them,
it being desighed to let them keep the
helmets on Tor half an hour or more to
get accustomed to them. The men were
takaen outside the car and walked about
for half an hour with the helmets on,
They worked perfectly, the men experi-
encing not the slightest difficulty In
breathing.

Trese preparations took until after %
o'cl when the first rescue party was
ma.

&=



These miners ask such Dlunt guestions
as these:

“Why are those Tour bodies to be al-
1owed to remain in that mine more than
forty hours gitar they were located, In-
glead of being turned over to thelr rela-
tivesz and buried properly?”’

“Tgn't it just a trifle peculiar, to say
the least of {t. that a tremendous cave-In
should take place in a coal mine caused
merely by the heat fromr a distant Tire
Ffeeding on nothing bui timbers?”

*If this fire that wrecked the Teyden
mine started, as company officials say
it did, frem a lighted «<igar stub ¢
crossed electric wires, or a carelesely
cast-off burning lampwick. how did - it
happen that between five minutes before
g o'clock last Wednessday night, when
Renjamin Builer and T.ee Newcomb carne
awsyvy from the engiue roomr that after-
wards burst inte flame, without =oeing
or smelling fire, and {lteen minotes
after 8§ ithe same night a confiagrotion
was in progress of such magnitnde that
the whole fiehting force of the company
could not cope with 1it7"

The plain truth about the T.evdsn dis-
aster seeins to be that the fire was so
fierce jn its spreading and so dersastat-
ing in its progress, hecause il hegan as
a blg conflagration, when the voein over

the motor 7Teom, near the bottom of
Ehaft MNo. 2. which admitiediy has lLeen

hurning for the past year,
close enough to the reof of the moior
room to precinitate a eologsal cave-int
thal le: dovmn ints the stracture a veri-
tabie zvalnche of bBlazing ozl This ew-
rlanation zeems to he the only one that
npprosches anywhere neny (0 covering =
conflagration of the size of tost which
wiped out mest of ihe piant above and
below ground at Leyden.

COoOAY, TX BIINWIT NO. 2

EELIEVED ) 2% BLARING.

When the comrvany officials say, in
one hreath, that only the timbers at the
bottom of Snaft Noo 2 are oa fire. and
in the nexi that the entiries are [illed
with black damp, they ovoerlack the fact
that bilack dJdamp is not generated by
hurning wood. but I8 & gas that is freelv
ithrown off by coal that has bacome ig-
nited. Men connected with the mine
freely declare their fitm belief that the
cofl in Mina Ive. 2 of the Levden prop-
erty is abplaze. and thuat {his fire Iz eut-
ing Its way imio the farthest recesses
of the mine. They peint to the mighty
cave-in of yesterday aftornoon in sup-
port of their bhelief.

It has become Xnown that, despite tile
company's strenuous denials, the fire in
the upper vein has broken out four times
within the past month and 2s many times
has been gealed up. Alexander Sanromani,

ave HE o oway

Been on Duty Night and Day,

a miner whiie worked at Leyden during the
past three years—up 0 the time when the
wrecking of the plant threw him out of g
pogition—sayg that he personally Knows
that seven men were overcome by black
damp within the lzgt four weeks while

trving to shovel enough earth on the
smoldering vein to permit of a fresh

cement stopping being put in 1o shut off

the fire.

Sonromaniatzn deelares that the sprink-
Ving at L.evden mine did not commence
until after the occurrenge of the frightful
dimasters at Primero, HStarkville and
Delasua.



RELATIVES AND FRIiE

THE

Bodies of the Four Men

Discovered Ordered
Left Where Found.

Fire Thought to Have
Burst Into Blaze
All at Once,

(Continued From Page One))

hence the helmet men were kept in readi-
ness to make a dash to. find the buried
miners the instant they received the com-
mnand.

But there are men at Leyden who have
worked in the great mines at that place
ind who know conditions as they actu-
Uy exist down in that impressive sub-
eryanean cavern, who do not guite agree
St n ~datamante of {he experis.

P ]

TR INTOD

7AS

FATHER LEONARD HECKMAN
Of St. Elizabetl’s Church, Denver, Who

Has Been One of the Most Faithful

Men at the Mine, Counscling the Fami-

lies of the Entembed Miners. ‘He Has

s Now
Cecape Terrific Cave-In

BEZD IN THE LEYDEN MINE, GATHERED IN THE CAMP WHILE
PZEPARING TO RENEW ITS SEARCH FOR BODIES.

stoppage of wor. upon the property.

The average daily shipment of this
mine was 1000 tons of coal. All of the
fuel that was produced was promptly
hauled to Denver. No reserve was kept
at Leyden. As often as necessary a few
tons of the coal were taken from the tip-
ple and dumped beside the engine house
to keep up the fires for the operating of
the hoisting machinery and light plant.
Scarcely more than a single day’s sup-
ply was placed in this plle,

When the fire bLroke out Wednesaay
night this sma.. guantity of fuel became
ignited. It is still burning. A carload
of coal that was on a siding awaiting
shipment was run out of the fire zone
and saved. That kept the fires at ths
hoist and the fans going until Saturday
morning. Then the company eofficials
were obliged to haul out to Leyden twq
carloads of coal from one of their mines
in Routt county. This is the first time
fuel has gone into this camp instead of
out of it.



appalled at hearmng on the-other side of an inner wooden.door a sound
as of an avalanche, betokening the oecurrence of the worst cave-in
that has vet marked this most peculiar of mine disasters.

Just before the news of this great fall
leaked into the - upper air, deputy sheriffs
began, for the first time since the catas-
trophe occurred. to order all newspaper
men to keep back of a point within twen-
iy feet of the opening into shaft No. 1,

The explanation of the cave-in offered
by men representing the company was
that it was caused by the Intense heat
from the fire at the foot of shaft No. 2
penetrating into the entry and weakening
the supporting timbers so that they fell
in, bringing down with them a mass of
coal wol stone. However that may be,
the reseners made the narrowest escape
of their lives, for had they been ten Sec-
onds eurlier inn opening the steel door

they would have been entering the open- !

ing covered by the wooden door just in
time to be crushed to shapelesg pulp
beneath tons of craghing debris.

DECISION REACHED
TO CONTINUE BRATTICING.

Effectually shut off from reaching the
{rapped miners by that route, the experts
who ate gdirecting the tedious work held
anoilier protracted conference behind
closed doors last night, beginning abouj

20 and ending shortly before § o'clock,
The decision reached was to continue the
bratticing & couple of hundred feet be-
vong the point at which it wag stopped
vesterday morning, carrying it down thg
main =outh enhtry to the second cut-off,
then establish a barrier across the junc-
tion of the haulage way and the main
south entry, and open the stée]l door into

|

of fourteen bratticers,

the second cut-nff, after whick the px.
perid would obgerve whether or not the
fan working at accelerated speed could
force into the main sonth cut-off and
thience into the geeond cut-off a power-
ful enough column of pure air to drive
back the Immense volume of deadly,
heavy black damp that fills that passage-
way.

Several of the experts candidly admitted
their doubls as to the success of this ex-
DE!‘{IT‘{BHi They say if it works the re-
maining six men will in all probability
be located tonight. If it fails, then the
rescuers will he forced to take a round-
about ‘coyrse, extendiig more than a mile
and a half, in order to penetrate to the

workings sin which the entombed miners

are expegted to be Tound, This would

mean delay of days and nerhaps of weeks

in recovering the bodijes.
OLD MINERS ASK

‘SOME PUZZILIXG QUESTIONS.

Plausibllity was lent to the story given
out by the experts when 3 helmet crew
composed of John Davidson, T. C. Har-
vey, ;Louis Ebers and Martin Reese, as-
gembled at -the company’s office at 8
o’clock last. night-and started to shaft
No. 1 to make the descent with a shift
The men in charge
of the expedition said that only an hour
and a -half would he vequired, after the
bra_ttici'ng was completed, to find out
whethér the lan was ‘clearing out the
poisonous fumes from the second cut-olf:

(Continued on Page 3 —Col. 1.)



" RESCUER!

+NVER REPUBLICAN, F)

Anxious Waitchers at"

Shaft Waif for
Reporis

Continuned Mrom Fage One,

[y

the burning shaft and that sufficient air
is in the chambers which they reached to
keep them alive until the rescuers ar-
rive, which it is believed  will be early
this morning.

Started in Sonih Engine

Room Shortly After FElight

The fire started shortly after $ ‘o'clock
“"ednesday night in the south engine
TQom, 76 feet from the bottom
0-foot main shaft, knewn ag
The cause is unknown. It cannot bhave
been glarted by crossed electric wires Be-
vause there is never any current in the
ergine house at mnight. The 'fire was
first discovered by Matt Hale, stable
boss, whoge duties inciudes thae houriy
examination of return entries.

Mine Foreman W. M. Lowery was at
ouce notified at his home, and he, with
Peter Stangier, timber boss, and Hale,
rushed to the mine. In the meantime
he siren steam whistle gave the alarm,
calling every man in Camp to the mine’s
exits, .

Lowry, Stangfer and Hale went down
shaft No. 1 with a gang of six other
men. They reverged the ventilation by
opening a door at the shaft bottom and
by so doing were able to fight their way
through the dense smoke to the fire.
Four of the rescuers went inte the
north workings and rescued two iim-
bermen who were at work about 3000
feet in from the burning. shaft. TIn the
meantime the five others fought the fire
and made an effort to cut loose-the 2%
mules in the stables close to the shaft.
Sixteen were cut ioose, then the fire
and smoke drove the rescuers to the
shaft. There they were overcome and
when the cage reached the surface, most
©of the men were lying almost insensible
on the floor of the cage. In the eage
were the heroic rescuers and the two
rescued timbermen. Among those over-
ctme were Mine Foreman W. M. Lowry,
Peter Stangier, C. W. Anderson, Arthur
Walton, Martin Resse, Louis Ader and
Joe Mazzinl. All of the men were re-
suscitated.

Flames Not Visible at the
Sorface for Several Hours
Not until 1:30 o’clock Yesterday morn-
Ing were the flames visible ar the top
-of - the—buining cuutl, more than five
heurs after the fire was Tfirst discov-
ered. The ventilating fan at shaft No,

1 was kept running steadily for two
heurs afrer the fire started, This fan
sucks the air down shaft No. 2 and out

No. 1, thus having a tendency to con-
tining the fire in No. 2 shaft 1o the bot-
tem.  But, about 10:20 p. m. the vaniil.
ating fan was reversed, by whose orders
is mot known. and then, with the air
being forced up No. 2 shaft, the flames
fairly reared up that vent as 1t through
a T00-foot chimney,

Even at that, the“fire did not reach
the surface for several hours. When it
did the flames shot’ hundreds of feet
high. The tpple caught in a few min-
utes; then the shaft house, 50 feet away,
and it was only a, guestion of a few tnore
minutes until -the, wgompressor, dynamo
and boller rooms-were ablaze. B

One thing is certain. The reversing of
the veniflating fan af 10:30 p. m. caused
the destruction of the entire steam and
€lectric plant, which d{eneral Manager
Sumel Porey savs cost from §IH0w 1o
£200.006 to build.  The iotal insurance i=
65.000.

All vesterdaxv afternoon and evening,
the sides of the burned shaft kept caving

SNAPSHOTS TAKEN AT THE SCENE OF TH

Cn the left are the brother and sister

of the two Merricks who are impri

shown what is left of the engine house.

JAMES DALRYMPLE,

State mine inspector at the gcene of the
Leryden disaster.

in. Every few minutes huge masses of
drbris dislodged by burned and failing
timbers near the shaft’s month could be
heard plunging down hundreds of feet,
AT times iU sounded like mbling
&rowi, at olhers like the roar of an
avalanche. About sundown gn unusual-
1y heavy ecave-in eccurred, making the
earth trembie sround the mouth of the
smouldering Inferno, and eausing the
broken brick walls of the muin bujldings
to rock. Watehmen were jmmediateiv
stationed around o see that no one aj

proached within 200 feet of the smok

ing pit. The surface workiiiys have ber

robed off.

Afternoon Speat Preparing
’ for Rescue Work at Nis

The afternoon was spent rreparing
the rescus work at night. Axes, s

hammers, Lrattice cloths and sa
T mne o faid onr o o the
~Aval of the Taited States m, rescue

car. In order that access ecoule be had
immediately to Lthe beottom of shaft ~o.
1. carpenters in the afternoon cempleted
the partitlon in  the ghaft, wiieh g
dcuble. The fan was started ng for
twe hours air was forced down oie com-
parmeni and up the other to clear it of
ga¥ and smeke preparatory to the res-

cus W at nig}ﬁ.
The don mine Thas heen worked
continumu for eight rears and has

about 52 omilex of underground workings,
According (0 Mine Foreman Lowry, tr

eniombed men have a good ch
neing rescued alive. Thev ar in the
scuth workings and are Jn fiom 3.000 1o
5. feet from the shafi. I oall dde-
o osaid T.owry., “npon wheiher they
retreating inte the 7

succeeded In

ety

the niine where there 15 5
entilatio The men in the mine
are oxperienced miners. Tiwo of them,

the Merricks, have the reputation ot
krowing oty dnch of the .
The utmost order prevails. AL

wd four
The oniv saloon
an arned guard

W. Hrater aof Jeffer
i charge,
oned with




MERRICK
INLEYDE

BHGTHERS ALIVE

INE, 15 BELIEF

North Chambers to Be

Searched at Once for

Only Two Men Missing in the Disaster
of Last Wednesday.

Hope of finding the two Merrick broth-
ers alive In the depths of the Leyden
mine, a full week after they were forced
to flse before a Geadly advancing golumn
of smoke and gfterdamp generated by the
great conflagration of last Wednesday
night, rose afresh early this morning
when the helmet men who have been
searching through the south workings
since last Friday came to the surface
and reported that all that part sof the
mine hag been covereq without finding a
trace of the Merricks beyond evidences
that they had escaped with a small sup-
ply of food and water.

Despite the insistent declaration of of-
fielals and others who aré familiar with
the devious passageg of the vast under-
ground catacomb, that the Merricky could
not possibly have made thelr way into
the north workings without passing the
Bcene Of, the fire, the belief is strong to-
day that this is exactly what the daring
young miners succeeded in doing.

Interest in the trail of the Merricks,
which hag come to assums the appearanss
of detectives’ following a -~ haffling clue,
has reached fever heat among the ‘crowds

Seven helmeted men, all of whom be-
lieved that they might find the Merricks
alive, went down into the mine at 9:45
o’clock this morning with the purpose of

nearly if not quite as filled with after-
damp and black damp as he found the
south portion to be.

The rescue crews and those engaged In
removing the bodies from the mine gath-
ered from some mysterious source fresh
stimulation yesterday, for they worked
as they had not been known to work on
any previous day since the catastrophe of
last Wednesday night.

The remains of Frank Ciskatte, Elf
Devey and (George Supanchet wers
brought to the surface at noon yesterday—
nearly thres days and a half after they
were first located—and were hastily put in
as good condition as possible and taken
to Goldeg in the Leyaon Coal compahy’s
moter. The three bodies discovered last
night will be brought out teday, which
will bring the total of known fatalities
from last Wednesday's fire up to eight,
leaving only the two Merricks unaccount-
ed for.

The Leyden ecompany vyesterday ob-
tained three oxygen helmets from its af-
filiated company, the Oak Hill Coal com-
pany in Routt county. With these addi-
tions, Professor Roberts, who is in com-
mand of the helmet workers, will have
three separate shifts of three oxygen hel-
met men in each, under his direction,
and expeets to be able to settle definitely
some time today the question that is up-
permost in everybody’'s mind: “What bhe-
came of the Merrick boys?”’

Two Brothers Who Have Lost Their Lives in the Leyden Mine and Their Sister,
Who Hag Been Almost Constantly at the Mine Since the Fire Was Discovered.

Miss Birdie Merrick.

Eli=N
%

seek refuge. Karly this afternoon {he res-
c¢uers had not come up and nothing had
been heard from them.

exploring all those wu.xings of the mine
not yet explored in which it would be
most likely that intelligent miners would
that daily-gather about the shart through
which the rescuers make their Treguent
descents into the mine 750 feet below the
surface.

DRAMATIC STRUGGLE

BY YOUNG AMERICANS,

With the bodies of ¥Frank (ioatira, Louls
Zuber and Nicholas Milisich ltocaleq in
entry .. off the fourth southwest entry.
2.000 feet underground. aboul 10 o'clock
last night, leaving the two Merrick broth-
ers alone undiscovered, nothing is talked
of at Leyden now but the dramatic strug-
gle that must have been waged by the
sturdy, dauntless young Americans
against the most insidioug form of death
known to human beings.

The north half of Leyden mine—which,
up to last night at a late hour, bad not
been entered by the rescue party working
with the oxygén helmets—is to be thor-
oughly searched today in the hepe of
finding the Merrick brothers somewhere
In a place of safety. WMine Foreman
Laurie, who knows as mueh about Ley-
den. mine and conditions likely to exist
in its workings as any living man, said
lagt midnight that the air iy fairly good
In the north mine and that he helieved
the Merricks would be found there today
with life still in their bedies.

Professor Roberts, director of the gov-
ernment mine rescue car. who has studied
exhaustively the subjeet of mine gases
and explored many wrecked mines, de-
clares his inability to snure Mr, Laurie's
optimism. The government expert de-
duces from all that he has observed dur-
lng his many days of traveling through
tha devious entries and crosscuts of the
south mine, that the north workings are

Youis Merrick.

Frank Merzick.



LEN
LITILE HOPE
FOR OTHERS

Rescuers Say Men, Victims of
Black Damp, Died Without
Pain; Another Dash To-
day for Six Bodies.

HELMET MEN NEARLY KILLED

Relief Party Just Misses Coal
Fall; One of Dead Almost
Ready to Quit Mining.

J K Mullen Gives
$100 for Families
Of Leyden Victims

(What is heing done to relleve the
material wants of the widows and
orphana of the Leyden dinanter?”
was the guestion propounded to The
News by J. K. Mullen late last night
The question was characteristic of
the tender-hearted milier, vho i3
always foremost in every movement
to reliave distress,

#If The Newn starim a fund fer
these unfortunate women and chil-
dren,” comtinued Mr. Mullen, “plesse
put me down for $160. Wew; I you
want me te, T wili serve om a com-
mittee to sec that the money Ix
properly disiributsd.?

The News will gladly act on M

Mullen’s suggenstion and recelve enn.
tributions to the &Leyden relief
fund.” Mr. Mullen and others will
be ssked to wupervise It diniribn-
tion.

§ix of the cntombhed minern were
married and bhetween them they had
fourteen ehildren, Six widows nnd
fourteen orphans!

It 18 known that aome of the fpm-
illea nre well provided for, The
Newa will make careful inguiry tnig
the condition of the others today,

Hope of gaving the ten miners trap-
ped in the Leyaen mine dled in the
breasts of the rescuers yesterday. Four
dead men were found In the morning
2,600 feet from shaft No. 1, killed by
blackdamp. A plan to take a.short
cut through the mine to the place where
the remalning six are supposged to bs
was prevented vesterday afterncon
when a fall of coal occurred at the
head of the proposed short cut, block-
Ing the way.

The fall nearly caught the four hel-
met meh and Professor J. C. Roberts,
chlef of the mine rescue car, beneath
it. A conference was held last night to
select the best plan of clzaring the
mine ¢f blackdamp. Those directlng
operations afier the experiences of yes-
terday Zfelt reluctant to rigsk another
dash with the helmet men, because of
the small chance of finding any en-
tombed men allve, and thus risking the
lives of others udelessly.

Drive Air for Tweoe Hours.

Although none of those who have
been working in the mine will say
publicly that hope is gone, individuals
will admit it in confidence,

The fall of coal in the first south-
west entry was caused, say the rescu-
arg, by the heat from the fire. After
it happened the attempt to reach the
missing men through the short cut
formed by the first southwest was
abandoned. A conference was held at
7 o'clock by Professor Roberts, B, R.
Perry, William Lourie, pit boss, and
State Coal Mine Inspector James Dal-
rymple.

(Continued on Pange 3, Column 1,)
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RECOVER
ANOTHER
BODY IN
ENTRIES

DASH OF HELMET MEN
INTO LEYDEN DEPTHS

LEADLY FUMES PREVEWNT
REACHING PLACE WHERE
THE MERRICK BOYS WERE
KNCWN TO HAVE BEEN
SEEKING SAFETY.

ANOTHER ATTEMPT THIS MORNING
TO REACH FIVE MEN STYLL IX
THE UNEXFLORED PARTS OF
THE MINE DESTROYED BY LAST
WEREK'S FIRH.

KHNOWN DEAD:

JOHN AUGUSTINE, 355, night
foreman.

LESTER JONES, 25 driver.

ELI DEVEY, 35, miner.

FRANK CASKATTI, 40, timber.
man.

GEQORGE SUPANCHIS, 40, tim-
berman.

MISSING:

LOLIS MERRICK, 25, wmashine
rurnner.

FRANK MERRICK, 21, machine
runner.

FRANK GOTIRA, 26, miner.
I LOUIS ZUBER, 28, miner.
NITHULAS MICKSICH, miner.

Despite the ntmost exertion all
day of the helmet crew at the
Leyden mine, only one body was
recovered Festerday, that of
John Augustine, night foreman.

Saturday the body of George
Supanchls, a timberman, was
mistaken for that of Augustine,
but this error was reetified ves-
terday when the Ilatier was
feund.

Lying across the doorwayv with
a handkerchief across his face
the baody of John Augustine was
found at 1:30 o'clock yesterday
afternoon In the second south-
west entry abont 1,800 feet from
the No. 1 shaft of the Leyden
mine. Angustine™s iz the fifth
body to be lacated in the four
days since the fire.
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The discovery was made by
a party of four helmet men, head-
ed by John C. Davidson of the
mine rescue car, who entered the
mine at 11:30 a. m. preparing to
make a dash of 1,500 feet from
the first southwest entry, to
which point {1he wventilation had
been established Dby canvas
brattices. The body was left
Iying, it being decided to lend
every effort to find the five who
are still missing,

At 2:45 p. m. another helmet
crew of five men under Thomas
Truesdale went into the mine for &
another dash. They returned to &
the surface at 5;45 without find- %
ing anything. &
RO R R R N R R R R R R RO ]

SEARCHING FOR BCBIES
OF FIVE MEN YET UNFOUND

The crew penetrated to the ““J entry
In the first southwest, which is 3,200 feet
from the bhottom of the skafit. Thoy
hoped to reach *“L’" entry, which is 250
fest still further in. It is believed that
the bodies of Louis and Frank Merriek,
two machine men, will be found about 209
qr 200 feet inside “L.° entry.

‘When the last rescue party of three
helmet men worked their way at %:30
last night within 200 feet of the “L'
entry on the first southwest, where tha
Merrick brothers are belleved to be, all
but one of the rescuers’ electrie flash-
lights gave out. Their safety lamps had
been suddenly extinguished kalf an hour
befere by the deadly after damp. To
have pgone on mizht have been their
death, and there was nothing to do but
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Continuved on Pazge Two.




RECOVER ANOTHER
BODY IN ENTRIES

CTontinued From Fage One.

to turn back.

Failure to find the Merricks was due to
faulty electric ropes brought out from
Denver vesterday afternoon. Finally, but
sadly, admitting that all of the entombed
men had perished, the night foreman last
night ordered that no more searching for
the five fire victims should be begun
until 7 ¢’clock this morning, because of
the fact that the helmet men had been
worn out with their exertions. ’
Brattice Partitions to Help

in the Further Search

The brattice men worked all night try-
ing to make the canvas partitions, upon
the stability of which dJepends the sme-
cess today of the helmet men finding the
remains of the missing minars.

The last helmet crew entered the mine
at 7:20 o'clock last night and returned
to the surface at 9:45. In the party was
J. €. Davidson, George Smith and Louis,
Hder, all of whom were members of the
crew who succeeded in finding the bodies
already located.

The bodies of the other three men, it
is believed, will be found in the fourth
southwest entry, from 1360 to L7000 feet
from the shaft. The 6®-foot brattice to
the foot of thre shaft to the first south-
west entry was completed vyesterday
moraing between 8§ and 8 o'¢lock and
connection was mads with the original
air conrse, geveral hundred feet south
from the burned shaft No. 2. By means
of bulkheads the danger of smoke or
gas being drawn into the south work-
ings of the burned areae WwWas cut off.

All day the ventilating fans labored
to send the first pure air through the
south workings since the fire. The air
in tnese workings iz heing gradually
“purified and will probably be cleared fo-
day sufficiently to sustain life.

Helmet Man Panches Hole
in the Mica of Protection

Only three of the four helmets in the
government mine rescue Ccar are now
available. The mica in front of one hel-
met was broken vesterday afternooh, ths
wearer accidentally pushing the sponge
rod insife the head through tha
mica, and an additional supply was tele-
A miner named Thowmas,
was about 100

piece

graphed for.
who wore the helmet,
feet inside the mine at the time. Tn
imiminent -danger of gas an black damp
turned and ran back to the air
This is a trpieal instance of
into the workings by
bratticing. Had the man been forced 1o
run 1,000 feet, carrying the 40-pound hel-
met on his back, the chances are he
wonld have been asphyxiated.

More than 2,000 people visited the LTey-
den mine vesterday, most of them out
of euriosity. Some went to inspect the
smmouldering ruins, but the majority hung
around the immediate vicinity of the
shaft, and as soon 2% the crank of ma-
chinery indicated thar the cage was In
motion there was & rush for the big
wmouth in the hope of seeing some of the
vietims. All day the cars were crowded,
from 100 to 200 making the trip every
hour. The patience of the mine officers
is being severely taxed by the crowds
of curious, who are in the way and wha
ninder rescue operations by asking fool-
ish questions.

Tne mine officers indignantly deny yel-
low stories to the effect that the wupper
vein of coal is on fire and that rescue
«work is likely to be stopped by cave-ins

and other alleged facts of that sort. The
officers say that the upper seam has
never beea opened, and so far as the
cave-ing are concerned the resulting de-
bris could be carried out in a couple of
clothes baskets.

—_—
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Death Comes Painlessly tu]
Workers, From Black Damp,
2,600 Feet From Shaft,
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RECOVERED BODIES

Lester Jones, 30 wédrs, American, married; night driver,

Jobhn Augustine, 56 vears, American, married; night foreman,

Frank Ciskatte, 35 years, Austrien, wife and four children; timberman,
Eli Dovey, 20 years; Englishman, wife and baby; miner,

STILL MISSING

Geosge Supanchet, 41 years, Austrian, wife and seven children; timberman,
Franke Merrick, 27 years, American, single; machine cutter.

Louis Merrick, 29 years, American, wife and two children; machine cutter,
Nick Milisich, Austiian, singls; mizer,

Frauk Goatira, Austrian, single; miner,

Louls Zubker, Austrian, single; miner,

l
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Rescuers, After Narrowly Es-
caping Death, Will Make An-
other Dash Today.

below ik wes the intentlon to try the
short. ent, which jeads to the intarsses
(thm of B entry and Flrat Southweat,
where the men fre supposad to he, A
steel door and a wooden denr guard
tha heald of Firat Bouthweat from en-
trance by the tunnel the ressuars have
been nsing. The helmet mon, John Da-
vidson, Jefferson Rhodes, Goorge Smith
end Louls Eder, opened the stesl deor
azd apporached (he wooden door baliind
‘it Davidsor pluced his hand npon thiz
L door, and walted for Professor Roberts

fil alght. ElLing upon 2 box ha would riftbe op A
complale with aguiveripe elin:  and | the culifery
driven trom 4is seat by the fear at Mg | 2 *lotk and want below with the party,
Loart be would jump up wnd wendar

Seazelesily whout the dreary camy, tot-
tering [rom fatigue and griof, but rona.

cions In his wateh, Jump 1iks rabhits

e Tirst time lest nlght atter
iee, but retarned agatn at 12

Lowrls {3 a short, powerfully Hullt
| Beatchman, who says llttle, He stands
| In front of shaft No. 1, and the mon
“{s Blddine 1¢ ]

to clzan the steel door. Juat as he
atarted to open it o oryshlng sound
cameé and & thass of coel fell spaiust
the door on the other alde. The halmat
men rushed buok end slammed tr

door. The passage
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CAVE-INS IMPERIL
LEYDEN RESCUERS
AND IMPEDE WORK

Four Miners Found Dead, Overcome by
Black Damp—Bodies Not Taken
From Mine.

Helmet Men Narrowly Escape Death in Efforf to Reach Six Others
Who May Possibly Be Living—Foreman Lost Life Seeking fo
Warn Companions —Frantic Relatives Crowd About Mouth of
Shafts All Day, Waiting in Despair for Every Scrap of News.

KNOWN DEAD:
JOHN AUGUSTINE, 55, night foreman; marrled,
LESTER JONES, 25, driver; widower with two children.
EL! DEVEY, 35, miner; married.
FRANK CASKATTI, 40, timberman; married; four children.
MEN WHO MAY STILL BE ALIVE:
GEORGE SUPANCHIS, 40, timberman; married.
LOUIS MERRICK, 25, machine runner.
FRANK MERRICK, 21, machine runner,
ERANK GOTIRA, 26, miner; single.
LOUIS ZUBER, 28, mirer; single.
NICHOLAS MILKSICH, miner; single

The bodles of four of the ten miners who were trapped In the burp- ®
ing Leyden mine were discoversd by & rescuing party, vesterday, but ¢
a bad cavedn late yesterday, which pearly resulted in the loss of the @
lives of a réscuing party of five, will so impede the efforts to go fur- &
ther that there is little hope of further dlscoveries soon. , ®

The-four bodies were diseovered at 8:30 yesterday morning by & €
rescuing party of helmet men who succeeded In golng deeper into the &
mine than any of those who had tried before. They found the bodies &
about 2,600 feet-from the bottom of shaft No. 1, about &0 feot from 2 ¢
closed steel bulkhead door. The men evidently had been suffocated &
while trying to reach the door.

Prof. J. C. Roberts, in charge of the government rescue traim, and
four helmet men, narrowly escaped death in the eavedn which put a
stop to the rescus work yesterday afternoon. They were trying to open
& wooden dgor beyond the steel door which guards the oil house on the
d southwest level, when the cavedn occurred. The men rushed
back, narrowly escaping the tons of slack which fell from the roof,
Jeosened by the greal heat, according to the theory of the experts. With
& Prof. Roberts in this party were John Davidson, Louis Ehers, George @

(.‘,v

& Smith and D. H. Reese.
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BODIES CAUSES RUSH OF 1N

The report Which crépt out yestarday
that four bodies had been found by the
helmat crew early in the forenoon result-
¢d in an nflux to Leyden of relatives of
the entrapped men, and curiosity sk
ers, who erowded around the antrance to
the remaining shaft.

Tn' spite of the repeateq statements of
fhe company officlals and Professor J.
C, Roberts of the government crew that
the other six men wil bereseued, the
relatives-and friends of the men seem to
have glven them up a5 lost

The company offieials et st refused
o-100ntinm. the peport of the Hning of

Ahe-boties, ut Jatér edve out the names
of the dead men, who were Llentifed
by comrades in the resous crews. The
pescuers made no attempt to bring w
the bodles, continuinig thelr dash. into
the inner workings of the mine, 4100 feel
bevond the hottom of No. 1 shaft, in an
effort 1o find posstble survivors.

The bodies had not been brought up
Jast night. The company officials thought
it inadvisable to bring the hodies wp in
sight of the crowd,

Coroner Davidsen, of Jefferson eounty,
made arrangements to receive the bodies
83 soon a3 they wers hrought 1o the
surfece. A femporary morgue hes begn
arranged in the rear of the engine rogm
gt the surface of No. 1 shaft The
bodies later will be ¢onveyed to Golden,
whers the coroner will hold an inquest,

Men Made Terrific Struggle
to Reach {he AfnTight Chamber

The place where the men ware found
Indieates the strugele which they made
to reach & place where they knew they
could enclose themsslves in & comparts
ment ale-tight chamber, whera they
wogld have o fighting chance for 1ife
while awaiting the arrival of the reseue
party. The bodles wers found In the
fifth southwest entry soms 5 feset b
yend the chamber, enclosed by two stel
doors, which they sought to reach.

The men wers overcoms by black damp.

hody of Lester Jones, & driver, and 8
moment later found Augusting's body.
The hodies of the other two men were
found shent 0 feet away. It Is believed
Yo met hig death by golng back into the
mine I an attempt to waim bis com-
rades. Augusting was an American and
maried.

Miners, last night, expressed thelr sur-
prise that Augusting the night foreman,
who wag thoroughly familiar with the
workings of the tine, shoukl have been
found dead In the fifth south entry. Itls
declared that Augustine wag seen at the
"No. 1 shatt mouth,

Relaflves Crowded About Mouth
of Shaft Awalting Terrible News

Al day shout the shaft relatives waited
anxiouly for the hodies to be brought
fo the surface, and seenes, common
enough to coal mine disasters, but har-
rowing 10 spectators, wers engeted ot the
shaft mouth,

There was no dlsorder, Mrs. Caskattl
wife of the Austrian fimberman, whose
body was found, hovered Detween the
entrance to shaft Xo. 1 and the company
offies all afternoon and Jast night waite
ing for the body to be brought up.' fhe
hag four small children.

That the six miners who remaln In-
prisoned In the mine are ddomed was

evidenced by the plan of rescue adopted
by the rescue craw after 5 consulfation
with William Lawrie, pit boss, and Jame:
Dalrymple, state mine nspector Stops
e befng bulft which, the offieisly gay
will allow the establishment of an 4
eireulation which will clear the atmos
here {n all the south entries of the ming,

Regeus parties without helmets will be

enabled o penetrate into all th

entries and will make a systematice sgglrlgg
for the imprisoned miners. The ealey-
lated and systematic method of huid.
ing the stops aad the arrangements made
10 make 4 thorough search of this s,
tion ‘of the mine leads thoss conversant
Wilh the dltuation to beliee that the
1escue parties have glven up hope of
{inding the six men alive, 1t ls thoyeht
Hlit fometime today six bodies will join

The rescus crew first stumbled over the

Continued on Page Nine,




Assuming that the ten entowhed. men did reach the fifth w
parting, the forty-eight honrs’ supply of air in that chambev is.a
niost exhansted and must by this time be badly.vitiated.

The work of rescue was systematized

" within an hour after the arvival on the

"sotn

scene @t 7 o'clock last night of Professor
Roberts, with hig splendidly squipped car,
hig {lwo expert assistants, Thomas W.
Tweeddnle and Thomas ITarvey: three
helnret wmen from Whe Colorado fuel &
Iren colopany’g rescue car at Trinidad,
and four helmet men from the Victor-
American Fue! company's cay gt Delagna.
HOBER'YS NOT CERTAIN
JUST WHERE THE MEN ARE.
peoleaynr Roberts sald shortly before
1t this movning that about noen, or as
ug thae hrattice gang reacheg the
entranve 10 the main south workings, if
the air is not (0o deadly, he wonld seleact
forr of (o best men from the party thal
came lo Leyden with hhn, and make a
sortie into the part of the mine where
tha ten imprisoned men eve believed to
be awaiting restue.

“Tf I were certaln hoyond the shadow
aof a doubt that those wen are in the
fifeh west,” sald Professor TRaberts, I
ghouid 1ot walt a momoent but go vight
{o them, cven at flie risk of my life.
But | am not- sure just where the aven
gre, and so [ do nof propose to endan-
ger the lives of my men. Wae shall walt
until wo have. bratticed off our rmew alr

conrse and can get inte the south wark
ings._&nd then we shali set the fawn -8t
the top of Shaft No. 1 to working at
full speerl, sending ahead of our paviy
a columit of fresh air, pushing the foul
air out of tihe way.

“At Jeast, that §s what we hope to
accomplish. ‘Things may net turn out
this way, however. and wa may have
to atcernt the rescue work from a dif-
ferent angle. Thts wonld, of course,
mean o gerious sethaclh—of hiours or oven
davs—in getting to where those poor fele
ows are”

BOPDIXE OF DEAD MULES
HANWPIR ARATITVCE WORKERS,

The work of bratticing off a ucw alr
course for a distance of XN feel from
the bottom of No. { shaft this morning
was hamperad by he passages being
tocked with hodies of dead muies. For
a time it seenved that the work nyust
pause until these obnrincles were hoisted
o the surface, but the leaders of the
worlt decided agalnst this, fearing the
sight of mules coming from the mineg
aliead of the entombed miners migit
inflamse the crowd to a dangérous point,
he bodies were shoved to one side and
sprinisled lberally with chloride- of Hine
to prevent, as far as possible, the poisons

(Continued on Poge Z-Col. 1)
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Truly enocugh, Jones was the first to be
recognived as soon as the ghastly find
was made behind the steel door. For
half an hour, or until men could be sum-
moned who knew the other dead memn,
the other three bodies rempained unidenti-
tied. They were later-learned to bhe:

John Augustine, night foreman, who
tived with lils wile in the village of Ley-
den.

Frank Ciskatte, a timberman, whosde
despairing wife and four lttle children
have been objects of plty to all who wit-
nessed thélr ceaseless vigll since the de-
vastating fire bhroke out Wednesday night.

i Devey, a miner, who occupled one
of the company’'s tiny red cottages in tho
little minlng camp.

MINE OFFICIALS BAR
REPORTERS FROM TELEPHONE.

In the face of the fact that for the last
three days, mothers, fathers, daughters,
gons, sisters and brothers of the entombed
miners have remained almost continually
within sight of the wrecked mine, golng
without sleep and without food for fear
{helr dear ones might come or be brought
from the shaft in their absonce, the offi-
cials of the Leyden Coal company
adopted the policy of shutting off all in-
formation as soon as they learned of the,
finding of four dead hodies.

. A. Perry, treasurer ang purchasing
agent of the compauny, ordered that the
reporters be forbidden the use of the
company'y telephone, which is within 150
feet of the mine shaft and which they
had previously been using without the
slightest let or hindrance. As a conse-
quence the anxious walehers were delayed
for some time in getting the news.

MEN DID UTMOST 10
CONSLERVI SUPILY OF AIR

The condition of the four bodies and
the positiont in which they werg Iying
when foung showed plainly that the men
had, when noticine ~~nke in the entry,
SO LT en antr and shut

{--Relatives of Louis and Frank Merrick, entombed miners, waiting for news
of their dear ones. At the right is Miss Birflie Merrick, sister’ of the boys. Next to
her is Mts. Louis Merrick, and standing next te her is William Merrick, father of
the boys.

2.~ State Mine Inspector James Dalrymple.

3--A frio of rescuers going down with additional safety lamps for the resculng
party. On the left is Foreman William McLaurie; in the cemter is Chatles Larsonm,
and on the right is Patrick Coyle.

4 Crowd of relatives, friends of the entombed minets, around-the shaft house.

5—A party of rescuers on the cage zeady to descend to the bottom of the
ghaft. )

§.A group of officlals in the rescue party. Left to right—Prof. J. C. Roberta
of the government mine rescue car, Superintendent Frank D, Neumeyer of the
Leyden mine, and F. A Yerry, purchasing agent of the Leyden Coal company.

too small, was an alr supply that those thought, be found, dead or alive, within
who sucked it -in knew each minute wasja few hours,. ag the belmet-men who
nearing the end of its IHfe-sustaining made this morning’s thrilling dash de-

power. elared that the entrles  threugh which
POUND PITIFULLY, BUT they passed are perfectly cleay of ob-
HELPLESSLY ON STEEL DOOR. structions. The ouly thing that can de-

5 o lay the recovery of 1t of 3
Poupaing _pititully, helplassly  on the} (i p, e b aa far within the
doors, crying out In their frightful #8OnY,| o w2 ae the ereat catecomb that the

No. 2 ang
dlstance ¢
PLAN TO
FAIN NOMUIE X0 LAUK.

The gemeral plan was to bulkhead the
meain north entry from shaft No. 1,
through which the rescue party enters
the mine, seal the main north entry above
the opening from the secend southeast en-
try and then extend the brattice worlk
through the main south entry from No. %
through the second southeatt entry and
420 fest Qown the main south antry from
ghaft No. 2, later breaking through a
erosseut in the Itter entry at a polnt
near the fifth southwest entry, Into which
it 18 belleved the trapped minera retreated
when all chances for sscape were gone.

Thomas Tweeddale, foreman of the gov-
ernment rescue car; R, X Franels, J. W.
Thomaes, C. T. Harvey, assistant foreman
of the government rescue car; A. C. Smith,
D. H. Reese and T. Delgoso, formed the
party that descended into the shaft at
8:45 o’cloclk this morning. Neither the
officials nor the men who worked in the
mine during the night and early morn-
Ing hours would venture a definlte state-
ment as to the time the helmet men wers
expected to penetrate the southwest work-
{ngs and discovoer the fate of the men be-
lieved to be imprisoned there. It was the
general helief, however, that the necossity
of extending the brattice more than
feet In the main south entry would make
impossgible a sortle by the helmet men
until ‘some time’ this afternoon.

.When questioned during the night, the
officials in charge of the work maintained
that all hope of rescuing the men allve
had not been abandoned. The miners who
engaged In the rescue work, with few ex- :
ceptions, shook thelr heads and mutsely
expressed the fear which all seem to feel,
but which #o few seem possessed of the
courage to state in words.

Body of ‘Old Bob,’
Mule on a Pension,
'Found Near Stable

1014 Bob,” a flen-bitten gray mule who
ronmed In hig youth over the grassy fields
of & Missourl stock farm. is one of the
viotime of the Leyden mine disastor.

For years he bhad served the ILeyden
Coal company In Its minse, and, belng the
first mule ever taken down in the shaft,
he was several months ago retired by the
mine ‘owners and ordered brought to the
surface. On top of the ground he had
nothing to do but a llttle light work. The
ola mule seemed to take & new lease on
life after belng out In the bright sun-
shina for a while and was as frisky as a
colt.

Then winter came on_and /e mine was
crowded with orders for coa’ . ‘‘0Old Bob”
was needed and just the day before the
fire was taken down agaln Into the drear
reglons where he had spent so many
yoars, Then the fire ¢came, and just.reross

ihe stable door the remaing of the faithful
haidudiia s B .
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“We will have these explosions just so
long as the mine owmners continue to be
indifferent to the vital fact that dust in
a coal mine is a constant menace, and
likely at any time to produce disasters
such as have shocked the world in the
Colorado mines four times in the last
Yyear.”

“A law will be introduced at the next
session of the legislature which will ob-
viate mine disasters, as far as it can be
done by statute.”

This statement was made yesterday by |

Governor John F. Shafroth.
To Be Guided by Experts.

“I am not a practical miner,” he sald,
and naturally I don’t know what is neces-
sary to rectify the deplorable conditions
tHat seem to exist in the Colorado mines.
For this reason I have appointed a com-

mission composed of men who know the!

mining business practically, and I will be
guided by their recommendations in the
drafting of the law to be submitted to
the legisiature.

‘“The mine owners seem to be cooperat-
ing with me in the effort to safeguard the
lives . of the miners, and I have found
them s unit in supporting every sugges-
tion which will tend to lessen the danger
to the men.

“The mine commission which I have
appointed is using every means to collect
information which will practically tend
to safeguard the lives and property in the
mining industry ‘of the state, and a bill
embodying all these provisions will be in-
troduced at the next legislature, and it
will receive the support of both the Dem-
ocratic and Depublican members, accord-

ing to the information I have received.”
; :

Thek party
will return to the surface at 7 or.8

‘o’clock this morning and may bring

pews of the missing,

The work proceeded yesterday with
what must have seemed, to the weeping
relatives congregated.at the mine en-
trance, terrible slowness. . Yet the res-
cuers were braving danger of suffoca-
tion at every minute. The big fan
worked steadily all day, the engine
throbbing monotonously.

Four times last night flames shot
suddenly from shaft No. £ and a pillar
of fire rose to a height of seventy-five
er 100 feet. The flames were caused,.
said George C. McFarland, civil en-
gmeer of the mine, by tlmbers falling
into the shaft,

“It shows,” he said, “that all en-
tries leading from shaft No. 2 have
been closed and probably no air can
a2nter that way.”

Overcome While at Telephone.

Martin Reese, Jr., son of the man wkho
led the first rescue party into the mine
Wednesday night, was overcome by,
blackdamp while sitting at the tele-
phone at the foot of shaft No. 1 at 11:30
o'clock yesterday morning.

Martin was discovered, unconscious, by
one of tiie men working on the wood and
clay pulkhead, which was installed in the
mian north eéntry to the -shaft, which
wasg built to keep the smoke and gas in
the northern workings from getting into
the shaft. He was speedily carried to
the surface in the cage and revived, but
is still suffering from the effects ol the
blackdamp. His father was overcome
Wednesday night, but went back to work
the next day. Young Reese was sending
telephone messages to the surface.

The helmet men in the party which
left the mine at 11:15 o’clock were: Jef-
ferson Rhodes, John Davidson, George
Smith and Louis -Eder. The. brattice
men were: Al Barnett, Joe Andrules,
William Lawley, Willlam Peterson, Si-
mon Barneti. William Ferguson and Fred
Reese.

8hould the rush of air through the old
air courses, which are to be opened,
prove too strong and tear the bratticing
out, the lost miners ¢ould not be reached
for a week, and the lives of the rescuers
doubtless will be sunuffed out. FEven

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1.)



HELMET MEN

N DANGER

HOURLY, PLAN A DISH T
REACH TEN LOST MINERS

Brake Fears
More Horrors
In the Mines

Dust Is Constant Menace, He
Says; Governor Promises
Legislative Action.

“Disasters will occur at the Colerado
tuel and Iron company's inines at
Hastings, Sopris, and Hnglevilte, within
the next six months unless radical steps
ere taken to safeguard these mines.”

Thig statement was made by Labor
Cmmissioner Bdwin V. Brake yesterday
in speaking of the ‘recent mine disasters
fn Colorado.

“T base my predictions on the reports
made to me as to the condition of these
mines by my deputles, after they had
made a thorough examination,” said
Brake,

‘“Without going into any other phases
of the situation, the dust in these mines
is such an tmminent and constant source
of danger that disasters are bound ' to
occur. No adequate system of sprinkling
is practiced, and the accumulation of dust
i1s sufficfent in these mines to cause-an
explosion at any time.

Refused t¢ Work at Leyden.

“1 ,know»df one instance where a man
went to the Leyden mine for the purpoze
of relaying: & track into the mine. He'Te-
T that ha fonmd. the traclkiso’

[P

Workers Have
Been in Tomb
Thxei Nights

Rescuer Is Overcome While at
Telephone at Bottom of
Shaft in Leyden.

No trace of the ten men caught In
the Leyden coal mine was discovered
by a party of helmet men and bratti-
cers, headed by Professor J. C. Roberts,
Pit Boss W. M. Laurie and Deputy
State Mine Inspector F. N, Oberding,
whnich returned to the surface at i1:1%
o'clock last night,

The entombed men had been in the
mine fifty-two hours at 12 o'clock tast
night. Pighting desperately to reach
first southwest entry to the main south
entry, 530 feet from the shaft, the
rescuers are encountering dense smoke
and blackdamp, at this time they had
to bufld 150 feet of hrattice to reach
first southwest.

4,000 Feet From the Entrance,

Thoe ten missing men are believed to
be 4.000 feet from the entrance:r ~But’
a relief party, which entered the mine
at 12 o'clock under State Mine In_

.spectar Dalrymple, is believed to have
reached first southwest at 4 o'clock

this morning. At this- point a double
entry leads into the me’n gouth entrw



MERRICKS CARRIED
FULL DINNER PAILS

The fact was jubilantly recalled that
the two men, when they left 1. entry
where they were working, took with
them their dinner buckets, a bucket of
water.,” and the canvas cover of thsir
coal cutting machine. The buckets had
erough food for two meals, for, when
the Merricks entered the mine they. in-
tended to work a double shift.

If the Merrick brothers are not found
early this morning in the few places
still unegplored in the south workings
a determined dash into the north work-
ings from No 1 shaft will be made this
moraing. A preliminary survey of sev-
eral hundred feet into these workings
yesterday brought to light the fact that
the air conditions are surprisingly good.
“First class” was the way Pit Boss
Laurie expressed it. This first dash
into the north workings will be for a
distance of 1608 feet. Additional help
was received yesterday in the arrival of
four trained helmet men from the
Vyoming conal fields. These men will
be used in the dash into the north work-
ings.

Coroner Summoned to
Take Charge of Bod,

The body of Lesier Jones, night driv-
er, was brought to the surface at 4:1
o’clock yesterday morning. Despite its
badly decomposed condition, the body had
to be placed in an almost vertical con-
dition in the shaft because of the nar-
rowness of the cage. The body, wrapped
in white canvas was placed in g
stretcher at the foot of the shaft and
was held in position in the cage by four
miners. On arriviug at ihs surface the
body was removed to a carpenter shop
100 yards away. The course of the bear-
ers from the shaft through the still
smoking ruins to the temporary morgue
was sharply defined by the new whits
canvas almost gleaming in the moon-
light. Coroner Davidson, who had been
summoned by telephone, arrived at 5:30
a m. and foek charge.

The bodies of Frank Caskatti, Eli Davey

Continued on Page Three,



helmet-men cannot traverse such 2 dis-j

tance without retracing thelr steps to fill
their oxygen tanks.

The exact place where some of the
men. were at work is not known to the
mine officials, and, as there are more
than eighty miles of roadways in the en-
tire mine, the task of locating the men
is one of great magnitude. The expert
helmet men from the government mine
rescue car and from the Colorado Fuel
and Iron company and the Victor-Ameri-
can Fuel company’'s cars have been so
stimulated by the brilliant achievement
of their seven comrades this morning
that no difficulty will be experienced in
recruiting rescue parties whenever neces-
sary to go into the south workings, peril-
ous as the Journey undoubtedly is.

When the bodies were found Tweeddale
and Francis hastened to the top of shaft
No. 1 to report the discovery. Their
five comrades pressed  on through the
deadly atmosphere, several hundred feet
further, without coming onto any more
bodies, and were then forced to turn
back for a fresh supply of oxygen. They
sent word through the telephone that
has been installed at the foot of shaft
No. 1, that the condition of the air in
the wmine iIs dreadful.

With tears streaming down his face
ang his sobs heard by all who passed the
building, William Merrick, father of
Frank Merrick, 23 years old, and Louis
Merrick, 31, entombed in the Leyden mine,
paced the floor of the company’s office
last night and refused to be consoled by
the well meant but empty words of en-
couragement from mine officials and be-
grimed miners arriving from the black
depths that up to that time held secret the
fate of the ten men who descended into
shaft No. 2 at 8 o’clock Wednesday night.

My boys, my boys! They will never
see the sun again! They are gone and I
must wait ang wait!

The angulsa of the grief-stricken father
brought tears to the eyes of others to
whom the toll of the coal mine was an
oft repeated story. Words were futiie
and failed to express the sympathy which
witnesses of his grief felt but could not
convey by word of mouth. Merrick was
given the privacy of one of the offices,
and there, through the long hours of the
night, he paceéd the floor, stopping at
intervals to pat the shoulder of his
daughter, Birdie . Merrick, who with bowea
head resting on a high-top stool quietly
sobbed out her grief.

Every night since the fire in shaft No.
2 tmprisoned the men far below, the

Merricks, father and daughier, have gone.

ELI DAVEY,
One of the Ten Men Entombed in
the Burning Leyden Mine.

from thelr home near Arvada to wait
for word from the rescuers in the mine.
Last night, accompaniéd by a.friend, they
reached the company’s office at 9 o’clock
and remained until the change of the
7 o'clock shift.

OTHER HEARTS ACHE

IN LITTLE MINING TOWN.

There were other heartaches and fears
of impending disaster in the little mining
camp last night, but with the one excep-
tion evidences of them did not reach be-
yond the drab-colored frame houses on
tne sloping hillside to the ast of the mine
structures. Thursday m:ght there was no
time when some of the dependent ones of
the men below or their friends did not
crowd to the roped-off area around shaft
house No. 1. Last night, were it not for
the oxygen helmets worn by four of the
miners at each change ot shift, and the
glow which hung over the site of what

was once the shaft house of No. 2, the

camp presented a scene suggesting only
peace and contentment.

‘From the south of shaft No. 2 came the
orly element indicating that alt was not
wall. - Although for the greater part the
fire raging between the surface and the
bottom of the shaft.gave out but a dull
glow, there were times when the bulld-
ings, railroad cars and the high hill to
tte south stood out as if in the full light
of day. At intervals the faint glow dis-
appeared and in its stead there arose a
pillar of fire that in some instances shot
upr 150 feet. Flames, smoke and burning
coal dust were hurled skyward and then
as quickly as they came would fall as if
they, like the tlmbers they consumed, had
dropped 739 feet to the bottom of the
sh atft.

RWSH MADE FOR
MOUTH OF THE SHAFT,

At 4 o'clock Ehis morning the rescue
party, which had entered the mine at
11: 05 last night to work through until 7
this morning, suddenly signalled for the
ca ge and, ascendeq to the surface. The
un.expected return above ground of the
mon while three hours of their shift still

re:mained resuited in a rush to the mouth,

of the shaii of mine oificials ang the few

e neves was able
for good service '

Ui cuisltir MUW 418,
to realize what a pension
meant.

S————

One Entombed Man
Intended to Quit
Mining on Dec. 20

Tester Jones, ona of the imprisensd
miners, intended to stop coal mining on
the 20th of this month and change “his
business. ' He was working overtime when
the fire broke but Wednesday evening in
border to earn a little more money to
carry out his plans.

Jones is ‘a widower with two children.
e formerly worked in the mines in In-
diana, and passed through two disasters
there. In one of these he was severely
injured, and this made him realize the
danger of his calling. For some time- he
has been saving his money to make the
change.

“On Dec. 20 I will quit my place here,”
he told a number of his companions, “and.
will go to Meade, Colo., ‘where my late
wife’s folks live. I want to be there for
the holidays with the children. I am go-
{ng to take a good Test and then get into
some other sort of work.”

Wednesday Jones should have come out
of the mine at 5 o'clock, when his shift
went off duty. But he had an opportunity
to work a double shift that evening and
he embraced the chance, feeling that the
extra money would be welcome. It was
while engaged in this overtime work that
he was cut off by the fire.

Six years ago Jones was -caught in a
mine disaster near Terre Haute, Ind. ‘He
got out of the pit without the slightest :
injury, but, realizing that some of the men
that were still in the place needed help,
he went directly in again to do what he
could. He saved three men from death,
but on the third trip was caught in the
flames himself and had the flesh burned
from one side of his face, and both hands
were burned until the bones were ex-
posed. It was nearly a year before he
was entirely well again.

THE ADAMS

m——

Serves a fine table d’hote dinner Sunday
evenings for $1, 6 to 8:30. Music. A, W.

Bailey, Mgr.



1ue e 1s ole OI Tiie 1argest in the state. 'I'wo shafts descend
to the workings—shaft No. 2 where the fire started,, and shaft No.
1, through which the rescuers hope to reach the men below. The
workings spread north, south, east and west from the shafts.

The arrangements for ventiiating the mine consist of a faa
twelve by six feet, driven by an engine of 125-horsepower. The fan
drives the fresh air down shaft No. 2 and draws the exhaust up shaft
No. 1. The fire had not reached shaft No. 1 at noon, but the gas
emerging from the opening (white damp) was so poisonous that
Coal Mine Inspector James Dalrymple declared it would be suicide
to attempt a descent.

A hurried message was sent to Trinidad last night for oxygen
helmets. Tt is not believed they will reach Leyden before tomorrow
niorning and the rescue party can not start below until equipped
with the helmets. The tanks weigh fifty pounds, and only miners
experienced in their use can be of service. The oxygen supply lasts
two hours, when it has to be replenished.

(Continued on Page 5 —Col. 1.)




EIGHT RESGUERS HUN
) MEN ENTOMBED
SlRNING LEY
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FIND MULES IN MINE ARE DEAD

Fire Raging in Shaft No. 2, While Helmeted
Party From Shaft No. 1 Starts on 5-Hour
Search; Little Hope Held for
Men in the Workings.

Ten men iu the Leyden coal mine, cut off by fire in Shaft No. 2.

The government mine rescue car, manned by Professor J. C. Roberts
and volunteers from Southern coal camps, arrived at Leyden at 7:10 last
night.

Party now exploring the mine with helmets. Dead mules found every-
where.

Damage probably $200,000.

Cause unknown.

Time of discovery of fire 8:15 o’clock Wednesday night,

“If men stayed where they were working, they are safe,” says Pro-
fessor Roberts.

BULLETINS.

LEYDEN, Colo., 4 A. M.—Eight rescuers are underground and
supplies are being carried into the mine. It is believed that 500 feet
of bratticing will carry the workers past the worst gas zone. Hut
fifty feet an hour will be good progress.

Rescuers equipped with oxygen helmets are exploring twenty miles of workings
in the South half of the Leyden coal mine, fourteen miles northwest of Denver,
t~ find fen men ent off from fresh aid hv a fire which has been. ragine in. shast



No. 2 sinee 8:15 o’clock Wednesday night.

A party of five, led by Profesgor J. C. Roberts of the government mine rescua
car, brought from Trinidad yesterday, started from Shaft Ne. L at 12:30 o'dock
last night to reach the men. They expected to be gone four or five howrs. Mean-
while unhelmeted men are bratticing off the main South entry from shaft No, 1,
taking their air with, them.

It is a slow and dangerous race with death 750 feet under ground between
the helmeted rescuers, pushing southward from shaft No. 1, and the unchained de-
mon of fire, fed by coal, spreading the deadly afterdamp and smoke through all the
workings.

“If the miners kept their heads and remained where they were working,” said
Professor Roberts, “they are probably alive and safe. We found ten dead mules 315
feet south of shaft No. 1. If the men tried to get out of shaft No, 1, having been
alarmed by smoke, they also are probably dead. There are steel doors in the mine
with which they could shut themselves off. We took safety lamps on our first {rip
and they went out after a few minutes. This shows that the air is very bad.”

‘When this speech was made the ten men had been in the mine for thirty hours,
Twenty-seven dead mules, let ouf of their stable by a party which invaded the mine
Wednesday night, have been discovered.

The cause of the disaster is not known. It started in the engine room of shaft
No. 2, seventy-five feet from the shaft, and one hour and a half later the shafthouse,
boiler room and engine house had been licked to the ground. A column of dull red
flame, the light of which could be seen for miles about, drew frightened farmers
and their families to the windows Wednesday night. Whether a fire which has been
burning behind a cement wall in an unmined vein for over.a year broke out into shaft
No. 2, whether a careless miner threw a lighted cigar or match upon combustible ma-
terial, or whether the fire origindted from defective wiring is a matter for conjecture.
The officials of the mine declare that the old fire could not have broken out, as it was
located far from shaft No. 2. Some miners said that it was not more than 400 feet
distant.
Whatever the truth, the fan at Shaft
No. 1 drove an immense column of air

into the workings, which was carried Entombed Minel‘s

out of Shaft No. 2, taking the fire with

it, A blunder, which nearly cost the John Augustine, 55 yeary, Ameri-
lives of the rescue party which entered |} cam, married; night forcman.

Shaft No. 1 immediately after the fire Frank Ciskatte, 35 yvears, Austrian,
was discovered, drew the fire back into wife and four children; timberman.
the mine. Someone, said to be un- George Supanchet, 41 ¥years, Aus-
known, reversed the big fan at the in- ] ¢yjan, married, wife and seven chil-

take. It turned the air in its course |} gren; timberman,
and the draught from No. 2 to No. 1.
The roaring holacaust swept back into
the interior, carrying the smoke and
carbon monoxide generated by the
burning coal. Those who were fighting
the fire were almost suffocated. One
managed to reach the signal rope in
Shaft No, 1 and pulled it frantically,
after crawling for 150 feet on his
hands and knees. The cage descended, |§ Wite and baby; minexr.

Lester Jones, 30 years, American,
married; driver.

Frank Merrick, 23 years, Ameri-
can, single; machine cutter

Louiy Merrick, 31 years, Ameri~
can, wife and two children; machine
cutter.

Eli Devey, 30 years, Englishman,

but many of the workers had to be Nick Milisich, Austrian, single:
carried to the surface. miner.

The women of the town of Leyden Frank Goatira, Austrian, single;
whose husbands were in the mine J miner.
crowded about the biaze screaming ag Loufs Zubker, Austrian, single;

the glare spread over the country. One | § miner.
tried to leap into the blaze.
{Conttnued on Page 3, Column 1.)




Foreman Perished in Mine ¢
He Tried to Protect Himself
From Damp; Three Par-
ties Enter Workings.

TWQ THOUSAND VISIT SGEH

Pit Expected to Give Up Last
Victims Today; Company
Cares for Families.

Families Cared For

F. A. Perry, purchasing agent for
the Leyden Con! company, told The
News yesterday that there svould be
no need of heip for the relatives of
dead miners,

“The company s taking carc of tke
fomllies of the miners,” satd Perry,
“and will continue to do 80. There
will be no need of contributions from
any source. No one is suffering, and
the company will see that the wid-
ows and children are provided for.”

The body of John Augustine, night
foreman of tlie Leyden mine, was found
by a helmet party at 12:30 o’clock yester-
day afternoon at H entry, off second
southwest entry,

This makes five men found, none of
whom have been brought from the mine
Augustine was thought to have been wit!
the first four men discovered, rt
body once identified as hir
George Supaschus, whe -
seven children
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explored portions of th¢é mine.

_ At 12 o'clock a party of helmet men
headed by John Davidson and includ-
ing Louis Eder, A. . Smith and George
Smith entered the mine. First south-
west entry was found to have been
cleared of blackdamp. The men pro-
ceeded along second southwest to H
entry, 1,800 feet in.

Behind a wooden door, the explorers
found the body of a man. The door
was shut and the man, who proved to
be the foreman, John Augustine, was
holding a handkerchief to his nose as
if trying to keep out the deadly fumes
until he could reach a place of safety.
He had died almost instantly after be-
ing overtaken, it was thought.

Alone When Death Came.

The helmet party found no bodies in
close vicinity and it is believed that
Augustine was making his usual round ;
of inspection when caught. He was'
alone for that r-ason and the younger
men did not receive the benefit of his
long experiénce.

It was while this exploration was go-
ing on that H. Douthwaite, deputy
state mine inspector, made a daring
investigation .on his own account.
Without a helmet he traveled 1,100 feet
ilong the first south, or main, entry.
tiad he struck a pocket of the black-
jamp he would have been overcome.

Blackdamp holds close to the floor
>f a mine and gathers in any depres-
sion, as in a pocket. The fan had ap-
prarently done good work in clearing
the mine, however, for Douthwaite
‘ound the air good all the way.

The helmet party returned to the sur-
‘ace at 1:17 o'clock without attempt-
ng to move Augustine’s body.

At 3:45 o’clock a second helmet party
¢ith an accompanying relief entered
he mine. The men wearing helmets
irst were J, Deldossa, in charge, J. W,
‘homas, W. Adamson and Clyde Far-
is, The relief men were T. C. Harvey,
homas Tweeddale and A. C. Smith.:

The party entered the first southwest .
ntry in spite of the fall which oc-
arred there Saturday. They found the
all small and insignificant. Proceed-
ng to entry J of the first southwest
hey reached the farthest point to
vhich any person has penetrated since
he fire. It was 3,200 feet from shaft

The blackdamp here was found to
e - thick,

They could have gone on 2 few hun-
ired feet to where the Merrick bhoys
vere reported to be working, but their
yxygen was sinking fast and they had
0 hurry back to safety. The party
returned to the surface at 5:45 o'clock.
The helmeted men also reached second
antry off fourth southwest, a distance
of 1,700 feet, during the day.

Corouner Establishes Morgue,

Coroner J. Lofton Davidson of Golden
arrived in the morning with a coroner’s
jury . and established temporavy
wmorgue in the engine room on the sur-
face. He will take the bodies to Golden
as soon as possible. Those on the jury
are: W, H. Light, foreman, & A. Cun-
ningham, A. W, Doolittle, F. A. Landry,
1.. H. Morris and L. B. Harrison,

Professor Roberts gave an explana-

a

tion of the shortage of oxygen helmets
The ¢

ol ithe mine rescue car vestevday.
helmets are turned out by a factory in
Germany.
struction that only fifty can be manu-;
factured in a month. The United States
government has orders for ninety, Lut
other countries also have their orders
in and this country has .to wait it=
turn. There are three’mine rescte
cars and there were only twelve hel-
nets.

The Victor-Ameorvican and Colorade
Tuel and Iron combpanies have helmets,

¢ them

They are so difficult of con-"~

ibut cannot take the risikk of allowing
to leave their territorjes for a
moment. Tae helmet is known as the
Gradger.

Noel DeVidts, a rough rider, entercd
Leyden yesterday to offer his assist-
ance to the families of Louis and Frank
Merrick in any way thal it might be re-

quired. DeVidts and the Merrick boys
learned to ride c¢nw ponies togethor
; when all were bovs on a Larimer coun-,
,ty o ranch. peVides bhecame a rowgzhi
vider and w: a, nmember of (i Wil !
iiWest troug exhibiting in smels

Belgium, last summer when the expo-’
sition buildings hurned.



The fan was running all day yeste ay
and all last night, and the area of good
ajr is steadily increasing. By today it
is expected that safety lamps will burn
anywhere, or flash lights may be ob-
tained.

Fully 2,000 people traveled the fourteen
dusty miles to ILeyden yesterday. Each
car pulled a trailer, and all seats were
filled. Automobiles by the hundred pulled
in and circled about the mine shafts,
Many society women were among the
curious, but they were thernselves objects
of great curiosity on the patt of the Ley-
den inhabitants,

Loss More Than $500,000.

Qfficials of the company began figur-
ing thelr losses yesterday, and now foot
them up to more than $500,600. The sur-
face loss exceeds $100,000. The ruined
shaft cost $150,000. It will be seven
months before the mine can be operated
for commercial purposes again, and this
will run the total loss far above the $500,-
{00 mark.

The first helmet party which wen
into the mine, at 12 o’clock, found Au
gustine. Xe apparently had been mak
ing his round of inspection. HIs beg]
was beyond a closed wooden door at t
entry and second southwest entry. Au
gustine was trying to get back to i
and place it between himself and the
fire, but he had no chonce in the world

The second party of helmet men pene-
trated two entries farther west. ‘The3
got to entry J and first southwest en
try, where the blackdamp was very
heavy. Two safety lamps were extin.

(Continued on Page 2, Columna §.)




ANUTHER BUBY FUUND
\T LEYDEN; L0515
S500,000 DR MORE

Foreman Is Fifth Victim to Be

Discovered; Perished Trying
to Dnatcot -Himself.

THREE PARTIES ENTER MINE

Heroic Helmet-Men Cover Much
Ground, but Bad Air Drives
Them Back.

{Continued From Page One.)
guished Iong before this point was
reached, and the pariy proceeded with
 flashifght. The return then was mad2
1t 5:20 o'clock without the dlscovery ot
any additional Informatlom. - At 7:30
o'clock the last helmet party entered. 1t
was headed by Thomas Harvey, the
Starkviile hero: T. W. Tweeddale, John
Davidsan, George Smith and L. Eder. 1t
went in with the avowed purpese o0f
penatrating to entry L. second south-
wast. where the two Merrick boys are
supposed to have been at work. This
entry is 350 feet farthey than entry J,
gecond southwest, which is 3,200 Ieet
from shaft 1, the greatest distance ¥ei
razached.

After arriving at entry L, 3,500 teet,
it was the plan to go 100 feet on eitlier
gide of second scuthwest, along entry L.
It wag along here that two 0T morse
podles are believed to lie. The =safaly
lamps went cut after & short distance,
and the elsctric flash was used, »ul
whenr the party reached J entry the
flash failed to operaie and the men
were left in darkness. It was z (ong
and fearsome passage baclk In the dark,
sach holding onte another’'s hands and
feeling their way In the darkness.

¥Fan Run Rest of Night.

It was decided to run the tan for the
rest of the night and make a despevate
effort to reach entiry L this morning &ai
¥ o'c¢lock, when tht mine will probably
give up iis last sad secrets. It has been
discovered that the brattices have ve-
gun to leak bad air in a2 number ot
places and braiticing partles were kept
in the mipe all night long perfecting
thiese bratiices.

F. A. Perry, in discussing the iosses,
sald that a new shaft may have -to be
sunik. This may prove less expensive
than trying to put the one destroved
by fire into working condition. Thea
mine cannot be worked unitil a new
shaft is open because it canncot be
ventltiated LY shaft No. L. "When the
mine was first opened this was done
but the reason Ior the niew shaft was
that the area for wventilation became
too great for the one-shaft system.
Mow the remote parts of the mine can-
not be reached by the one shaft, The
cazes passing up and down with coatl
or workers, stop the e¢irculation and
make it lmpossible to accomplish any-
thing. '

Conditions in the mine hecame de-
cidedly Detter about 10 o'clock in the
morning, after the fan had been rTun-
ning all night. Bratticers reported
the air good and it was decided to send.



LIST Oy
KINOWN
DEAD IS
LONGER

THREE MORE BODIES
DISCOVERED IN MINE

TWO MERRICKS MAY HAVE
MADE WAY INTO NORTH
WORKINGS AND HOPE FOR
THEIR LIVES IS REKINDLED.

I‘-ETER)II';\'__ED DA S INTO  NOR'TH
FORMINGS OF NO. ONE SEAPT
FRIALT, ¥ RADS TODAY IN GEN-
UENE ¥CePE OF EFFECTEING RES-
ClUE-~MEN ITAD PLIENTY OF FGODI
AND WWATTIDNR.

<> The bodies of Frank Woatira, &
< Louis Zuber and Nicholas Milik- ©
@ sich. all miners. were discovered
& abont 9 o’clock last evening ly-
@ ing in H entry off southwest, in

¥

the south workings of the Ley-
(len mine about 2,000 feet froin
the shaftt. According to Super-
intendent Fred WNewmeyer. these
bodies will te bhrought to the sur-
face by daylight, making eight so
far recovererl, since the fire was
discovered one weelt ago today.

That Frank and Louis Merriclk,
the only two missing miners, sueo-
ceeded in working their way
info the norih workings, where
Lhe air is fairly good, and will
be found alive today was the
opinion expressed by Mine Fore-
man W. M. Laurie at midnight
last night. YWhen the helmet
crew came off shift about 10 p.
m. with the news that practic
ally the entire south workings
had been explored with the ex-
ception.of the exireme end of the
second southwest entry, hope
for the Merrick boys’ heing alive
was instantly rekindled, the feel-

POOROVRCOOOOORLORO OO H D G4

€ ing being that they rpust have
& escaped into the north workings
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tloned; « " it ofr 1nto ti I course
of the ma . outh and on a, d by the
long route. The fan was to be .run For
two hours, and then a helmet party was
to be sent around by the long route to
where the slx missing men were last
working.

Governor John F. Shafroth said yes-
terday that he would require Inspector
Dalyrymple to report to him in person
immediately after the clearing of the
mine, and give his version of the ori-
gin of the fire. The coal mine commis-
sion, headed by Fresident Victor C.
Alderson of the State School of Mines,
will meet early in the week to make up
its report on coal mine disasters at
Starkville, Primero and Delagua. It
will include in this report such facts
as it can gather about the Leyden fire,

HBEvery effort was made by those in
charge to keep the stricken relatives
from the mine yesterday, The women
were absent. For some time an effort
was made to keep the news of death
from the bereaved women. It finally
became known, however, who the men
were., The women of the Merrick fam-
ily are distracted, the aged mother be-
ing in siuch a condition as to need con-
stant medical attendance. W. H. Mer-
rick, the aged father, was the only one
at the mine yesterday. He was a piti-

U e
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Sarsaparilla
Will make you feel better,
losk better, eat and sleep bet.
ter, and give you the best pro

tection posmble against infec-
tious and contagious diseases.

Get it today. In usual liquid form or
chocolated tablets called Sarsatabs.

Death Fainless, Say Rescuaer
‘The dead men were found at the 1~

tergsection of fifth southwest entry
and B entry, where the twosteel doors,

so often mentioned by the workers, are. |

Tt was sald that if the men could
have gotten between these doors they
could have survived. They were on
the far side of the doors, and appar-
ently had been hurrying back towa.-d
them to seek safety. The blackdamp,
which overpowers the victim with a
great desire tn sleep, had caught them
auickly and fondled them In endless
sleep. Death had been quick and pain-
less, say the rescuers.

Those in the party that made the
dash said their safely lamps went oat
within fifty feet of the last brattice,
showing that the air is still deadly.
The four helmet men, J. W. Thomas,
T. ¢, F¥arvey, Ih. H. Reese and A. C.
Smith, proceeded by the light of flash
lamps and came upon the four dead
beyond the steel doors: John Augus-
tine, Lester Jones, Eli Devey and
f'rank Caskatte, whose wife tried sev-
eral times to throw herself into the
mine Augustine was the foreman of
tihe crew working in the mine Wedncs-
day night and was an old and e‘:pe-
rienced man.

The helmet and brattice party which
entered the mine at 12 o’clock Friday
night returned to the surface yesterday
morning at 4 o'clock, At 7 o'clock an-
other party went below. The party pro-
céeded to the end of the brattice, 700
feet, and the helmet men then made
their dash. They returned to the surface
about 11:30 o’clock, not attempling to
remove the bodies. 7This probably will
not be done until today or tonight. Cor-
oned J, L, Davidson ig at T.eyden, but
he will take the bodies to the morgue
at Golden,

At 2 o'clock another party went Dbe-
low and made the attempt to effect a
short cut, which nearly cost the rtes-
cuers their lives. Professor Roberts and
it Boss William M. T.ourie were in
charge. The later js the silent hero of
the mine. With remarkahle endurance

and devotion to duty he has been. the
active, directing Mrain of the rescue
work since Wednesday night. Hardly

off hils feet for
closed an eyelid in sleep.

a moment he has not
He quit the

G BWVLAL LLOULUAY sled MILLe AR er, e -]
knows the mine better than any other
and in the councils of the rescuers he
is always appealed to for the final in-
formation and advice,

When this party In question went
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Retallers’ Prices Almost Cut In Two

At the Big Wholesale House

1841-43 WALEE ST.

NEAR UNION DEPOT.

For a fe»xI/ days v;ze offer good Ax-
minster Rugs, size
9x12, iy forx 7 . 3'5'00
D,\tsr% fig?/ AXminster Rugs, 9x12
or b
for .4., = 9'00
Or choice of any $30.00 to 3\10 00
Axminster Rug In our 322
store for .......... e

All other Rugs in proportion.

LINDLEUMS

Tror instance, $1.75 grade English
Inlaid ILinoleums at Lhms‘ 25
bin- wholesale house.

1.40 Engllsh Inlaid (colors
through to hack):; our wholesale

Dode e $1.00
602

Choice of any 908 Printed
A big line of Amarican Linole-

Linoleum {n our store now.

ums, both printed and inlaid, at
much lower .prices than above,
This is a case of must sell, so

measures of vour
pocketbooks,
and doas

© hring

and your
talks here
things.

THE COLO.LINOLEUM

reoms
as cash
wondcful

AND RUG COMPANY

is or whether there is fire throughout
First Southwest entry is not known.
The workera say that it wag the in-
tense heat that caused the fall.

The men came to the surface and we
further attempt was made to send hel-
met men into the mine last night, al-
though the bratticers continued work,

One reason why the four dead men
found yesterday could not be be brought
to the surface was that the helmet men
each carry fifty pounds of apparatus
upon their backs and could carry bur-.
dens with difficulty, They would also
have difficulty In carrylng men down
the main south entry, where the canvas
brattice divided the narrow haulageway
in half, and this little passage way &s
strewn with dead mules. !

Priest Visits the Camp.

Father Leonard Heckman of St. Elza-
beth's church, Denver, went to Leyden
vesterday and visited Mrs. Auguatine,
who was inconsolable when she learned
that her husband was among those found
dead.

Augustine owned a farm near the coms-
pany’s property and recently stated to
friends he would be financially situated
so that he could quit mining and devote
the rest of his life to farming after
one more year of mining, Just two
monthg before Augustine's last shift hig
partner, Joseph Hink, was killed by a
falling wall in the same mine. Warned
by a friend that he might be the next
Augustine replied that he was always
very cautious and stood little chance
of ever being injured In a mine.

He and Fink had worked as hoys to-
gether in Germany and had been part-
ners since coming to America. Augus-
tine was appointed administrator of his
friend's estate and was to have ap-
peared next Monday in the county court
of Jefferson county in the adjustment
proceedings.

-Frank and ILouis Merrick long had
been residents of Jefferson county and
were nephews of County Commissioner
El} West.

L —

Different from the others.
Jewelry, 921 16th st., Denv
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Rabbit Test Shows Danger
and State Mine Inspector
Refuses to Send In Res-
cuers Without Helmets.

Little Chance of Hearing From Victims Before
Morning--Origin of the Fire a Mystery--All
Telephone Connections Destroyed--But Faint

Hope Anyone Will Be Found Alive.
Dowepare. Bude 7 / %f; o

Ten men have been entombed in the burning mines of the Leyden Coal
company, 14 miles northwest of Denver, since 9 o’clock last night. There is
little chance of rescue,

Origin of the fire is a mystery. Fire broke out in the mine a year ago.
The flames were finally walled off from the workings, but they may have
eatén through, causing last night's disaster.

One of the two shafts to the mine is completely destroyed, as are many
of the surface buildings. The other shaft is filled with deadly gas. Those who
would attempt Tescue can oniy stand and wait until oxygen helmets have at-
rived from Trinidad.

Twenty-nine. mules in the mine are prabably dead. A rabbit lowered six
feet into the unburned shaft was neatly aspliyxiated in a few minutes.

Telephone connections Have been destroyed It is impossible to learn
where the entombed men are. If they went in one direction they may yet be
alive. If they took any other route they are probably dead.

(By JOHN I. TIERNEY)

Ten lives imperiled and a large property loss are the results of a
fire which broke out at about 8:30 o’clock last night in shaft No. 2,
of the Leyden Coal company’s coal mine, at Leyden.

Some place in the labyrinth of the 750-foot level ten men are
waiting for the relief that may not start to their rescue until tomor-
row morning, or they have already succumbed to the poisonous gases
generated by the flames.

There is but one hope for their safety. If they have reached a
chamber beyond the fire zone and have closed the steel doors, re-
cently installed by the, mine management, they may be able t: live
for twenty-four or thirty-six hours. ‘The extreme limit of the cxygro
supply in the largest of the chamber is said to be forty-eight hours.

The exact cause of the fire is unknown, although many theories
are advanced. One which is generally credited is that fire in one ol
the veins, which started over a year ago, had never been extirguished.
The working in which the vein was located had heen securelv walled
up, but it is believed the fire worked its way through to the shaft
where it caused the disaster.

[ 4 31 7D SN N oo ] P Y . . - . T- -



THE DENVER

Ten Men Shut in by Walls of Flame in 1
Coal Mine and Little Chance Any Are

Rescue Work Delayed
Until Oxygen Hel-
mets Arrive.

DEADLY GAS FILLS
PATH TO VICTIMS

Entombed Men Are
750 Feet Below
the Surface,

(Coutinced From Page One.)

At 9 o'clock thig forenoon Dalrymple,
who has complete charge of the work of
rescue, directed that the cage of No. 1
shaft be brought to the surface. The
metal flcor and framework were cool,
giving evidence that the fire had not yet
reached the vicinity of the bottom of
shaft No. 1.

LABRIT TEST SHOWS
DESCEXT. IS DANGEROUS.

thain time Dalrvmple entértalned a
8. ag t.oiion of going below with the res-
euers, vt the smoke escaping from the
shaft was growing in volume and density
ang the rabbit test was applied. A little
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Map of the workings of the Leyden mine, showing also the two shafts by which they are veacked, drawn from enginevérs’ maps.
aged to go norin in the workings, toward No. 1 shaft, they may yet be alive. If t hey are toward the south there is lxttle chance of the

white rabbit wag suspended six feet be-1shaft Na. % but the smoke grew in dens-[mounted above the sireams that were tali(t.les. 1
low the collar of'the shaft in & perforated| ity so that the electric light in thé room §110t into the shaft and the spark§ alight- | vailéd, bu
box and kept there for half an hour.| wag obscured. He saw that escape was]ing on the Dbuildings twenty-five feet} ;. & Jabor
hal -+ tha wahhit was almost] cut off by way of that shaft and ré-}away speedily devoured them. J. G F

: s -mett WA 1 Thel mrROURNT CAVEINS ARE Y ot the L



‘When takull vut luo .
dead and Dr. Matt R. Root, company ph}w
sician, advised against any escent.

Although there is appatent mdct on on
the part of the crowds which aré gath-
ercd at the mouth of the shaft, the delay
at this time is not working to the injury
of the imprisoneq men. Coal mine ex-
perts give it as their judgment that the
fire may die out when the timberg in
ghaft No. 2 are all burned and conditions
will be go improved that rapig progress
can he made in the rescue work.

The first glarm to the peopié .6n top was
given by Matthew Hale, stable hoss. He
was in the harness room shortly after
8 o'clock last night when le was called
out by Frank Otonihai. a mule driver,
who poiuted out smoke in the engine foom
mevernty-... - feet away. -

Hale sfarted faward fhe aneina

[RYRVEvES

ran

1

traced his stéps towarg sSuas: ave- -

air grew so bad that he was for('ed to de-
vend upon the railing leading towards the
shaft for guidance.

ONE MAN BROUGHT
TO SURFACE UNCONSCIOUS.

When Hale stepped to safety he im-

mediately gave the alarm to Peter
Stangier, assistant pit noss.
_C. W. Anderson, a rope rider. descend«
ed after Hale's alarm and cfit loose the
twenty-nine mules ewmployed under-
ground. . In the short time permitted him
he located Arthur Walton, a miner, and
brought him to the. surface. Walton
was unconseéious.

The last cage to leave the lower work-
ingz contained K. T. Moore and John
Sardakowski, who happened to be work-
ing in a chamber close to shaft No. 2
Thev smelled the smoke and moved out
to the entrv, where they saw their dan-
ger...They m\m.ediatel_v ran for shaft No.
1 and gave the signal for ascent.

T.cé . Newcomb and. Beniamin
enginéer and assistant, bad
overtime and were underneath shortly
before the fire was discovered. Thev
had planned to go to: Deuver on the 8
o'clock car. which Is the last to leave.
and were just able to make it. The
night engineer is Willlam Tonn., but his
duties did not call for a visit to the
lower workings last night.

The .mprisoned men were working at
varving distances up to half a mile or
more from shaft No. 2. Because of their
remoteness from the origin of the fire
it was said the blaze could rage for
more than two hours before they would
get a hint of 113 existence. By that time
it uould be impossible for them to reach
the escapeway through shaft No, 1

ORIGIN OF THE FIRE
IS STILL A MYSTERY.

Various tliecries are advanced as to
the cause of the fire. It is thought that
a short circuit might have occurred on
the motor used for the electric lights, and
through defective wiring, or the pres-
ence of combustible m'ltter, started the
blaze.

Another suggestion is that the fire
might have caught from -the overturn-
ing of an oil lamp which was seen in
the engine room a short time before the
fire.

According to one of the miners, a vein
of coal three feet wide. about midway
from the top to the bottom of the shaft,
and which has never been worked, has
been on fire at different times for a
nuimber of years.

The scenes about the mine this morn-
ings were of Indescribible confusion. The
mine employs about 280 men, all work-
ing on day shift, except such as want
to work overtime in order to make up
for lost timie. None of  the employes
had heard of the fire, their knowledge
veing cunveye? ‘~ them. by the red glow
in the early 1ing darkness which
lighted up the sthern  sky.

The surface about the mouth of shaft
No. 2 was strewn with the wreckage of
the ruined buildings. Seven black smoke-
stacks, all that remalned of the boiler
house, stretched thelr twisted lengths to-
wards the sky. The heavy timbers, 16x18
inches, which had supported the gallows
frame, were charred, smouldering coals.
The gallows frame and tipple were 1In
ashes on the ground, the fluted sheet iron
sides of the tipplc being piled into shape-
less masses.

The hoisting engine, two generators and
two compressors were also destroved anad
the timber, brick and sheet fron complete-
1y covered the mouth of the shaft.

Up to late in the day the area between
the two shafts was covered with burning
and smouldering piles of tlmber ane
wreckage. When ‘the first' alarm of fire
wasg given an attempt was made to flooad
No. 2 shaft with water,”but the flames

Rutler.
worked

DlSTl‘\CTL\ HEARD A'¢ SURFAUR.

To add to the gravity of the sitiation
there are frequent cave-ins, which can
be heard distinctly on top. These begin
with a rumbling sound, continue for sev-
eral seconds and then a mighty crash.
It is the hope of the mine officials that
the faliing earth may smother the flames
and extinguish the fire.

Because of the cave-ins thexe is con-
siderable danger attached to the work
about the burned area. The officials
roped off a restricted space. and none
but those actually engaged in the work
of rescue are permitted to enter.:

The absence of wind was a most for-}

tunate circumstance. ‘The l.eyden niine
is ‘on a flat,
which the wind
great velocity.

usually .sweeps
If usual conditions had
prevailed Iast night and this forenoon
unothing could have saved - the mine
buildings and shaft No. 1.

The Teyvden mine has been regarded as

one of the bhest equipped coal mines in-

the state. The workings cover an area

of about 320 acres, and the most dpproved - ‘

appliances were but recently installed.
Last summer the fan was set up in or-
der to comply with the regulations im-
posed by the state coal mine inmspector.
In additfon the comipany installéd seven
steel doors. set in concrete and made
absolutely air tight. Thése doorg wers

to serve the double purpose of perfecting |

the system of ventilation -and to act as
protection in case of fire.

The air which was forced down shaft
No. 1 was split at the bottom, oneé cur-
vent going north and the other south.
The steel doors prevented auy short cir-
cuit of the air and aided in its proper
circulation. That the ventilating system
was effective
were connected with the mine,
pressure from the exhaust airshaft was

‘strong enough to carry considerable par-

ticles of dust and coal to the top.
ANALYSIS OF COAL
SHOWS IT FREE FROM GASES.

The lignite coal from this mine ¢arries X ‘
a water content of 20 per cent, and on’

analvsis has been shown to be free frotfi
gases generating combustible eloments.
Although there is said to be little, if .any,
danger from dust, the mine has been reg-
ularly sprinkled and was yesterday,

The emploves of the mine, about 280,

are mostly Americans or Enghsh speaking °

people. There are a number 6f foreign-
ers, but they form the smaller part.
About 100 live in Denver. The mine has
been in existence since 1903, and during
that time there have been but seven fa-

flanked by the foothills,]
which form a veritable chimney through}
with’

miné in I

(Hills,. but

aster and
this" ¢ity.
L “T can't
dion, its ¢
S. M. Per
at noon.
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RESCUERS> READY

Helmet Men Constantly Risk Death at Leyden
Trying to Reach Ten Workers,

(CONTINTCED FROM PAGE ONE.

whouid the brattice hold, it may not be
possible (o reasch the Jost men for seve
aral dave. The wives of the missing
mienh flocked to the sine yesterday, and
neither pleadings nor commands  counld
grive thiem from the vope which shiits off
the chafrs frown the town., Most of thern
sre in a state of collapsc.

The bratiice by which the resaue pariy
iz czrrying alr Inte the milie is a canvas
partition, extendiug from Iloor to roof
o3 the main south sintry from shaft No. 1,
and dividing it inte two pa

©On one side @ current of air 1

in by the fan, passes around the eond "Jf;

the canvas partition and reiarns te the
surface by ithe other passage , CAYTN-
ing the air off with It. This thin canvas

-partition is the only geparation between
life snd death.

A recond telephone stition has heen
eztablizhed 150 feet from zhart Noo 1.

) Solid Bolkhesd Is Put In.

The morning and afternoon wele
#pent in putting o sold bBulkhead in
the norith tunnel leading frowm shaft

No. 1. Gas and smoke Lave gone inta
the norithern workings as well ax into
the southern. When the brattice work
was starfed Thursday night a canvas

bulkhead was placed across tae shaft
entrance of the northr tunnel to keep
the smoke from beivy drawn inte the!

shaft by the fan, As the work pro-
aressed the revelutions of the Tan were
sradually inereased until it reached tlie
normal. Tt was feared that thae Tush
nf air into the szouith tunnel woeuld
iear out this flimsy bulkhead, so ihe
bratticing of the south tuunel was
#bandoned in the forencon ard the et-
iive gang of workers congregated in
the shaft to put in a permanent bulk-
head. )

Clay, eement anéd wood was brought
nnd lowered inte the shaft and with
this the men consiructed a new bulk-
head Zfifty feet fartlier back in the
northh tunnel so that a vacuum might
not oceur. Ag it ig there is some dan-
zer of the bulkhead tearing cut. This
work was finished shortly before 6
o'¢lock and the efferts of the rescuers
were concentrated on the bratticlng of
the south tunnel again, Greatr A4iffi-
culty haz Leen caused by the bodies
«f deas mules. They are sirewn along
the track. Chloride of lime was iaken
down in great gquantities and spread
over the bodies and in some instances
mulies had to be cut up in order to al-
Iow the braiticing to coniinue. XNone
of the pieces of the bodies vas brought
up.

A score or more of automobiles drove
to the mine during the day with loads
of curious people from Denver. Some
of these machines were manned en-
tirely by well-dressed women. They
stayed for hours. Every tramsway cal
alse brought itg string of men and
womeR. They streamed up {o the mine,
wandered abouf the guard ropes and
departed. A crowd was.in evidence the
entire day. .

Eheriff J. W. Heater of Jefferson
wounty has a complete pTatrol,

gwaore in deputies, ordered the saloon

He'

telosed and
Peonstantly,
. Ben Lutler. ene of the two men said
to bave been wiring in the mine Just
 hefore the fire occurred, is now do-
ling duty uader Hheriff Ieater as a3
| deputy.
i Butler and T.ee Newcomb, tle engi-
' near, by some, who =aid it was care-
lessness from them which huad proba-
bly caused the fire.

i Biitler was Iindignant at this rumor.
forLam a rope rider, and repair wiring
when the work is needed,” hg sald

was himself in evidence

and [ were repairing some dafective
iwiring in Fifth Southwest Entry, $£.000
feet underground. The two Merrick
iboys were working in that entry and
we talked to them just before leaving
s ihier mine. \When we goat through sith
our job we started out as fast a3 we
could beeause Newcomb wanted to
gatch the § o'cleck ear for Denver, We
had not been smoking and did ot do
80 on the way out. Neweomh never
smokes and I did not hasve e 45 we
rasde the irip 10 the engine roem. in ten
minytes,

“The engine room was dark.

1-1‘310 down st the shaft and called {o
him to turn en the lights in the engine
room 3o that we could 2o in and «hange
(our clothes, He iurned the switch
and we entered. We saw nething
wWrong in the engine room and there
were no Hghits except the incandes-
cents. We changed clothey hastily and
put our mine clothes and eXtinguished
lamps in the lovkers,
. “Then we Ieft the mine by the cage
nnmediately. When we went out of
ihe engine room the electric lights
c were stfll burning, and it is my opin-
jion that a short eireuit in the engine
froom started the fire.,” )
I Falls in Shaft Nao, continved all
Eday. Wilien one came it sounded like
& strong wingd rushing af a distance.
A heavier fall Thurgday night was ac-
companied by a sound as of an aval-
anche,

A small hoisting enzine, which was
poised upon the edge of Shafi No, 2 all

We asaw

o

cavern abeut 2 o'clock. The hole is
now ten times its original size. The
shaft iz ruiped. 1t may take a year
to put it in working order again, if
this can DLe done. Another shaft may
be a cheaper way of repalring the
damage, Meantime, the output of the
‘mine will be decreased., It was turn-
ing out 1,100 tons of coal a day, one
of the largest outputs in the state, The
mine has forty miles of workings and
elghty-five miles of trackage.

‘It has been operating since 1882 and
ts owned by the Moffat Interests, Sen-
ator Charles J. Mughes, Jr., being vice
president, and Fred Moffat secrefary-
treasurer. The loss to the company
in output due to the ruin of Shaft No.
2 will be enormous., In addition, the
beiler room and engine rocom of Shaft
No. 2 was the finest in Colorado, it is
said. :

The pity and the horror of the Leyvden

Bome suspicion was cast upou i

yesterdal. “Wednesday night Newcomh ‘

morning, toppled over into the black !

l

1
i

W. M, Lourie, Pit Boss of the Leyden
Go Home After She Had Spent Ma:
ef the Fiery Pit. Her Husband an
Refuses to Leave While There Is

fire sank deep into the conscipugness
of the spectators yesterday,

Hour after hour the only noisc
around the mine entrance was the o
notonous chug-chug of the engi
which drives the monster fan at Sh:
No. 1. It is a dreary and dread:
sound when one listens for hours
a time to 1t and reallzes that not o1
the'lives of the ten missing miners, t
those of the rescuing party., depe
upon the tnceasing whir of the blad

As the cars from Denver run ir
leyden every hour, they pass throu
the town, a pathetically barren looki
place. On the flat little valley In whi.
are the mines, and oan the low-lyin:
1tills, there is neither tree nor bus
nor sagebrush. The town looks like
child’'s toy . village-— prim; box-H!
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Mine, Appealing te Mrs, Louis Merrick to

1y Sleepless Hours Watching at the Mouth |
d His Brother Are in the Depths and She

a Chance for Them to Be Brought Out.

houges det at
vare flat.

regular intervals on 2
Thie hiouses are all painted

2 dark red, and the squars windows,
deveoid of curtains and, in many,  in-
stanees, of plants, are rimmed with a

staring whita, Irn the doorwars or'on
the flats about them women stand
shading their eyves and looking stolid-
ly at the passing cars, bringing the
curious to witness the tragedy of a few
obgeure lives. Little chilldren
agout en window sills or pfand near

the car {reck, vastly interested in the
visitors.
Even at that, the town of Leyden is

13 light i to darkness when compared
vith the faded, dusty and desalate coal
samps of the gouthern part of the state.

There are. more American winers &t
Leyden and Louisville {han a4t any
e ————

squat ;

ASH TO FIND MINERS

j . . .
‘Women, Dumb in Their Misfortune, Refuse tc
H

Be Driven Away From the

Workings.

othier camp o Colorado,  The di
ence ig af once visible in their fine
physigues, thelr intelligeni fices and
: the faces of the wonmien,

The Duman amoticns  are  nitermit-
tent, 1l the pendulum, awml  swing
backward and forward of a :

Phe bereaver wornen and children, who
vwere in a statc of frenzy duesday
night when the fire wuag at its lelghti,

-

'atayed indeers Thursdar, ihe victhus
tof dumnb despair. B
P oBut  in the fece of the marching

hours, which brought ne hope to them
and po physical indication of progress
daning throb of the enging, the wWwomen
were driven forth to tlie mine agaln.
hey came singly and groupedl them-
selves
in the wisery of others; theyv stood for
jtour after Dour outside the rope which
tesps 211 but work away from the

&

3
shafts, woalting, ptiering healen word

{low moanz and Bitter gobs from time to
timae,

It is Mes Frank
twice o jump into shalt
the fire, who affords the most pitiable
spectacle, Ble is o forelgner, with nu
slatives aod ne hope of support for
nerself aud four children

whin

o
-

Ciskatie, triel
N during

ing mine for 8i hours, The mers
Bers of the rescuing party apd the
pwEpaper reporters whe s{ood guard
oveér the mine all Thursday wight, saw

Lvurs 22 the merning.
Tt was 4:30 o'clock.

pale light

the road from the town came the zo
tary figurve of a womarl,
her steps and staggered from one side
te¢ the other of the dimly visible road;
and as she paggsed the office building it
was se that the early visitor was
Mrs, Cizkatte, driven forth from ler
children by g fear which would give her
neither sleep nor rest. Fearing that
she would repeat her attempi at self-
destrucien, several followed her, Mrs.
Ciskatte wealked, as one blind, up to
shaft Neo. 1, and thers, exhausted by
her grizf, she fell limply against the
side of the shatt and wept wretchedly,
pulling at her elothing and feebly beat-
ing the walls of the building.

Chilidren Asiesp on the Ground.

LiKe the other women, she stayed
Just outsife the guard house during the
remainder of the day., The forenoon
she spent on the itle hill slope just
| south of the yawning cavern which was
shaft Neo. 2. It was the same heaprt-
breaking speciacle all merning, for shs
wept even as lier four ehildren, Iring
upon the ground with their heads upon
heor lap or upon ohe another, slept at
last, worn out waiting for their father,

The family of the twe Merriel boyvs
pregented a hardly less painful sight
W. TI, Merrick, the father, the sigter

in the work of rescua axcepl thati mad- .

—they who can only stand and wait———i

togeilier ag if seeking comfort!

exoept Lhe '
hugband whoe has been ghut in the burn-

i spectacie which shoolt thewm as If the !
2rief wasg thelr own, during the exrly .

of the nicon in the west silvered the
shaft house and office buildings.

in

She swayed u !

brotlrer of the Thizsin:

1 wife of Lo Yerrick,

wware  preosent all dar. Ther  would
P stawd, wazing with frozen faces at the
sworking wen and then one would weop
[softly. The others would turn to com-
Tort her and sool the Trmily would he
clinging to ove anocther, the women hid-
iug thcir toces upon the breast of the

aged father, whoe wopt himeelf, and re-
weatled, ovelr and over, 0 e surround.
ing erowd; 1 tall von, vou can’t realize
what thig meun You can’'t realize it
Tuniii sowweons in vour famiiz is o)’

Wfforts wers wmade frequently to get
ihe women o go home, They all rg-
fused stubbomiy.

Women Boemiin on Guasd.

.. what woukl the bowvs §o whexn
thay came up out of the mine and
g of us here 10 welaome them?
woulld sk for our faces fivst

| Tound »
Thoey

thing anl we would not be hece.. What
I they thinky™ said Mrs. Merrie,
and it was oniy when assured that the

Teseus might not talie plsce until iate

tat

ni that she conesented 1o o home
;fo:‘ 2 tew minivies.
| Bl returned laier st nisht,
vall-the wolnen., T chung tena
Cto ope, sefuging Lo 1nlk of the mizsing
ag if th mrighit be dead,

; Mrs, Devey, wife of Bl Bever, wwith
i 19 Ty arer bl UL am in great
ilt‘uulrlc» bn* 'i Bt one  hala
! wonen,”

’KEI\JNETH MINE BURNS HOUR

P Soperinlendest and 12 Mepr Entep
Shatc and Extingaish $lage.

!

TEPIEUTAY, TO
TRINIDAD. t'uiu, e over
an hour fire raged this morning in the
Kenneth mine of the Chicigsa Fuel com-
pany st Tabzsco, eighicen miles north-
west of thiz cily, but hevole work on
the part of {he superivtendent, Kobert
‘Wichols, and a party of miners saved
the properiy from destruction. ‘i‘he
origin of the fire iy & mysiery. When
the night shift left the mine at 5:8¢
oeloclk theras no zign of {ive, Witen
the day shift started in an hour later
signs of fire were discovered and traced
ito the face of one of the remoie rooms.
Nichols first sent to Trinidad for heip
Then he corganized a parity of twelve
men, entered the mine, made his way to
the seat of the fire and forty minates
later emerged with the party and re-
ported that the danger was past.

S
TANSAS WOMAN EXCMAYOR DIES,
COTTONWOOD FALLS, Xan, Dec. 186,
—Mrg, W. A. dMorzan, widely known
fn Kausas, died at her home today.
aged 65 years. In 1885 she was elected
mayer of this tewn and with a body
o women niemw.rs eof the council did
effective work in Lceping -the town
dry.

! . — el
. Premiums of al. kindg
fNews cash want ads.

ith Sundayx
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WEATHER INDICATIONS.

For Colorado—-Fair .
of. the four founa yesterda angd
Tomorrow fair in i be conveyed from the mine, v
to central and

Only = Glimmer of Hope
That Any Are StilI Alive

Thers is a glimmer of hope held out,

however, for the relatives of the Mer-
‘rick ‘bo:Vs, who still #re awaiting news
brought up by the rescue partr.es, and
who have not left the company’'s office
since the fire was discovered, except for
& few hours. -
. Thb rescue parties will today concen-
Jfrate thefr efforts ih a dash to the sec-
tion in the south main entry, where it is
figured that Louis and ¥Frank Merrick
may have been cut off in their atiempt
to reach the main shafi.

The courses which the Merrick bhorys
might have taken, based upon the knowi-
edge of thelr foreman as to where they
were working when the fire broke out,
has been carefuily gone over. and the
woerk in building the stopes today was
carefully plapned with a view to reach-
ing them.

A stop was nearly finished between the
first and second entries on the south
malin entry at 1 o'clock this morning.
The second stop i3 being erected between
the first sotth entry and the bottem of
ghaft No. 2

The entrv stops will be finlshed early
this morning and the fan willii be worked
for two or .three hours., If:the air is
found sufficlently clear rescue parties to-
day will make a thorough search of the
entire south workings of the mine.

At midnight Jlast wnight the rescue
party, which entered the workings at 8:13,
returned to the surface and were re-
placed by a mew crew.

What Waas That Bir Boek Doing?
Asky Col. Hamp Stone.

“7¢ animals don't reason out the whys
and wherefores of things and act accord-
ﬁ" said Col. Hamp Stone of the Big
’I‘hi et coumiry, Texas, “what was that
big buck that I didn't shoot domg that
iime down Devil’'s Mountain way?

“They had put ths dogzs out, and I was
to get to a bull Hine tree on the east
bank of the river, at a place where they
said the dogs would be &pt 1o stnd & deer




Underground Worknen Are
Breathing 500 Ft. Through
Gas Zone.

RN

SUPPLIES ARE SENT DOWN
pititul Scenes at Mouth of Shaft
Where Women Watch for
Loved Ones.

(Continueii From Fagc One.)

The government resclle oAl with vol-
unteer workars from the Victm‘-Amel‘i-
Ccan company’s camp at Delagua and
from the Colorade Fuel & Iron com-
pany's camp at Starkville and Primero
w—names that spell disaster themselves
— arrived at Leyden at 7:10 last night.
it had beenh prought from Trinidad,
having started at 8:30 o’clock in the
morning. A preliminary descent was
immediately made. The air was teT-
ribie. The fan, which had been started
at 2:30 ocloek in the aftermout, grad-
ually cleared out of the air in shaft INO.
1. A heimeted party descende
shaft at 10:4% 1t found ien deasd
mulies within a short distance of the
ghaft, A first prattice was egtablished,
Men withiout helmets entered the mine
and the slow worly of forving the foul
air back by pratticing began. A tele-
phione communication was established
by the signal corps of the first nation-
al guard. The WOTKErs in the mine
conversed in this way with the surface

throughout the long night.
« i Drofeseer Fioberts in the res-

d into the |

~ MARTIN REESE,
Who Led Rescue Party Down Shaft No. 1

and Was Overcon

1
1

|
!
1
|
i
i
1

o —

were also the rgspiration and other

machines used jn rescue work.
Davidson, Thomas, Peter Stanger end
James Gilerist, the latter two workers |
at Leyden, mado the first descent inte |
{air-shaft No. 1 since Wednesday night, |
+iva R - !

wgw

i ——
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T)zirty now pushing through the
‘ious workings are: W. H. Adamson,
er Stanger, D. H. Reese of the Vic-
-American company and T. W.
‘eedale of the government rescue
‘w. They can work in helmets two
ars, but have an underground sta-
u for replenishing helmets with
vgen, :

TUnhelmeted Men at Weork.

e unhelmeted men doing the brat-
> work are: Fred Gesler, William
it and Archie Gilcrest,

e missing men are supposed to be

:ated as follows: T"wo men in room

of the Second Southwest entry, 3,600

>t from shaft No. 1; two men in Two

Five Southwest, 2,800 feet from the

aft: five men in B cut of Four South-

3t entry, 2.800 feet from the shaft,

d one driver, who may be anywhere

tie svutheca -workings, =~ =
attempt was made at rescue work
the rescue ‘car arrived yesterday.
es Dalrymple, state coal mine in-
“tor, and his assistant, F. N, Ober-
5, arrived e .rly in the morning and

:lk charge of the mine. At 8:30 o’clock

rymple had.a rabbit lowered on the

ve into shaft No. 1. t was lowered
ecen feet below the surface and al-

‘ed  to remain thirteen minutes.

en hoisted to the air it was found

be unconscious. Dalrymple forbid
entrance of anyone into the mine

»r that.

riad the fire broken out last night it
swvould nave caught 100 workers, for
Thursday night is timbering night, and
the enly one in the week upon which a
large shift of men is worked. There
wars only fourteen in the mine and four

. out,

-there on

e e Mesoiy oFCAped

thh life.

The engine TooI: off No: 1 shaft was
uninjured and ‘the c3ge xwas lowered
into the mine. “Thetlexplorers found
that the air, . wag;gobd, that a great
quantity of smoke choked the work-
ings and that theére :was no. evidence
that fire had traveled toivard shaft
No. 1. After a short stay the party re-
turned to the surface where the news
was received joyfully. The hopes of
the miners were at once raised and
help was volunteered from ali present.
This was at 9:30 o'clock and prepara-
tions were made at once for a trip of
the helmet men through the south
workings in search of the miners who
were caught in there at- 8:135 o’clock
Wednesday night.

Arrangements were made with St.
Foathofiy’s hoeSpital” “whereby any men
who were found alive might be rushed
the special tramway car,
which had been sent out to Leyden at
3 o’clock in the afternoon.

During the = afgernoon telephone
communication had been re-establish-
ed and the head officials of the com-
pany in the offices at the Gas & Elec-
tric company were kept informed of
the progress of the rescue worlk.

Men Work in Fire,
At 10:45 the second party went be-

low, established the telephone com-
munications and bratticed off the
workings. The fire grew worse as

they progressed.

It was 8:15 o’clock when fire wag dis-
covered in the engine .room of shaft No.
2 by G. M. Hale, the day barn man. At
8 ocu)ck just prevxous to the discovery,

STATE COAL MINE

caught the timber almvst irstans
the way the party picked up Arth
ton.

Almost immediately the
was forced to go down °
a.lthough flames T were

[N,
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[ FOR TEN MEN,

MRS, FRANK CISKATTE, HER FOUR CEILDREN, AND (IN THE CIRCLE) HER HUSBAND 3

1e.

F. A. PE
Purchasing Agent of

3 INSPECTOR JAMES DALR YMPLE AND HIS ASSISTANT, F. N. OBERDING.
was swallowed in one great gulp of | heavy falls which <«
ir Wal-| gshafts. Before they resached it theé menh; fire. The flames licked up the boiler | long. In additicn to
began to crawl on their hands and knees.| rocom and then climbed the high tipple, | the surface ithe heist
yarty | Doubtless they would all have perished|like some living monster. They wound | generators and two
=o. 1,| had. not Andérson displayed a remark-| fantastically in and out through the | at shaft No. 2 have
——

t-wte| abls vitality and grit. };I‘e vdrgggec} M- rramework, until it, too, tottersd and
ot amA rnan-| Lo ST i ama with the | MINEDR 1Q Kb

v, ©On] ward the steel door separating the two

ECTNE |



. st erday the silence that
hung »sall over Leyden was dis-
turbed at intervals by a low rumbling
and’'a tremble would be felt in the
ground. It was the shaft walls of No.
2 caving in and completing the devas-
tation in that section of the mine. The
timbers of the shafc,~ burned away, no
longer held the loose walls intact.

Upon the surface $100,000 damage has
been done. In the workings this fig-
ure may he exceeded. Where the tall
tipple, the boiler house and engine
house -stood, blackened timbers and
gray ashes cover the ground. The
seven tall and blackened smoke stacks
of the boiler house, like the pipes of
8 grotesque and gigantic pipe organ,
stretch their fingers toward the sky
in desolation.

There was a singular and deceptive
quiet hanging over the town yesteQday
Groups of men and women stood abow
the  little red frame houses _conversing
in Tow tones. It was the caim which
comes upon a people when a great dis
aster has occurred—an oppressive anc
menacing calm. The appearance of Sher
iff Heater and Coroner John Davidson
of Jefferson county added to the feelin;
of oppression.

Rescue Car Arvives at T:10.

The governmenut mine rescue car,
equipped by the United States Bureau
of Mines, which made its initial ap-
pearance at Delagua, arrived at Ley-
den from Trinidad at 7:10 o'clock last
night. It brought besides the regular
government crew, volunteer workers
from the Victor-American rescue crew
and the Colorado Fuel & Iron company |
-rescue car. i

Professor J. C. Roberts of the United
States Bureau of Mines was in charge.
With him were his assistants, T. W,
Twezdale and Thomas Harvey, a hero
Of the Starkville disaster.

C. Davidson., George Smith and
Jack Ladosey came from the C. F. &
I. car and J. W Thomas, D. L. Reese
and H. C. Davies from the Victor-
American rescue car.

3400 Ao wWdoons dllu Sen Butler, who had
‘been wiring on the south side of the
south main entry from shaft No. 2, had
entered the engine room and changed
their clothes preparatory to going to the
surface and taking the car for Denver.
This fact leads some to believe that the
fire might have originated from a short
circuit, defective wiring and a lghted
cigar thrown away by one of the men.

Hale entered the engine room at 8:05
o'clock and saw nothing unusual. Ten
minutes later he saw smoke issuing from
the engine room, his attention having
been attracted to it by Frank Otonihai, g
mule driver, and went there. He found
the interior on fire, Casling Peter Stang-
ier, assistant pit boss, he communicated
the news to him.

The party hurried from the mine as the
flames, drawn toward shaft No.: 2- by
th~ exhaust there swapt up the shaft and

LrVie onali NO. 2. marun ‘Reese,
ant pit boss, led the way, and Lou}:
Wiliiam Anderson, Joe Bochini anc
Stangier, assistant pit boss, folloy
Find Air Good at Bottom.
The men - sank out of sight on th
and upon arriving at the bottom
straft found the air good..: They fo
the connectihg entry between ' th
shafts, reaching the fire in shaft
For nearly an hour tney remained
trying to extmguish tne fire. The
meeting with some success, " wh
glaring error of the reversed fa
place. Instantly shaft No. o we

" verted into -an intake and shaff

became the exhaust for the air «
through the mine. The draught
versed and the smoke and gaseou
poured back upon the rescue par
ail speed they retraced their

s
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The party brought six oxygen hel-

mets, each weighing 50 pounds, anc
capable of sustaining life in a gas-
laden mine for two hours. In the car

Put a
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to Work
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Tder,| aged 10 jerk the 1 ell rope, ©
peter! ajd. The men strusi zled through to shaft
. {:\'o. i. FE. T. Mooite and John Sardak-

owski were found working in a room off]
s cage| & east entry into__r.he matn south entry
o of shatt No. 1L T 1ey were placed upon
wMthe e cage which was’ towered by the en-
Jowed iLaurie, James and

gineer. Pit Boss
e two! Archie Gilerest and others came to the
o, 2.+ 2id of the firat rescie party and had to

emyry some of the rmen from the mine.

Peter Stangier then tried a second
descent, but hadl descended oniy @
chort distance in the cage when he
signalled “hoist.” The engineer

below,

n took i
18 COm- |

brought bim 1O the surface and he
eaid the air was Loo had for any man
to live in it
Abandon Attempis to Descend.
Attempts te descend inio ihe mine
were then suppended until morning.
The surface workings occupied the
all available men. At
| the first sound of fire, while the first |
| regeue party was in the mine, those‘|
on the surface nad attempted to drown
lthe fire ¥ means of a mine hose
| turned in*?2 shaft No. 2. The water
I had no etfect. By the time the res-
:cue party had returned, the fire had
' ymounted into all the buildings. The
: i fiames coared audibly as they rusbed
e | upward in billows. Tt was a weird
i opd sonbre sight, Mingled with the
| qenge coal smoke from tlhe mine the
' y1aze was & duil red. The light was
i Cihrpwn OVer the surrounding country
i for miles, Dbringing farmers of the |
| region to iheir doors and windows in
amazement. The engine house of
| sha’t XNo. 2 eaught like tinder anag
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Fourth Fire in Year
Brings Dead to 220

————

Coloraido coal mine disasters §

~hich have occurred thils ¥ear:t

r, r, & 1. mine at Prracro, Jann-
ar7 31—75 Killed.

¢ F. & I. mine at Starkville, Oc- }!

#—06 Killed.

tohe. |
“j..or=American mine, Delagud, ]

| Nov<ber 2—79 Lkilled. ;l
Levien Coal Co. at Levden, De- 1
ecert T 1 S 10 supposed to be dend. ]
¥'al number of victims, if none §|
s reconed at Leyden, is 220. !
i Th !
i1 sion awpointed bF Goovernor John F. ||
1] sheireh 10 investigate cosl mines ‘
i

|

—

W=

mine jnvestigating commis=

| especialy and devise means of pro=

. ETINY he ifves of miners, will in-

this disaster also, i

-

L ——F

Gidoiicsd [TV I
burning of the boeller house, ‘Leyden
was suddenly 'left in darkness, for the
electrical power 'was generatod there.
The flames burned the buildings to
the ground, leaving the site covered
with cherred timber, a smoking des-
olation that greeted the eye forlornly
in the gray of the morning.

The buildings at shaft No. 3, 390
feet distani, are uninjured. The total
surtace loss Irom the Dbuildings de-
stroyed is estimated at £100,000. Wil-
liam TFerris, of the TFerris & Conaway
Fire Insurance agency, was ai the
mine vesterday. The firm has 363,000
insurance on these buildings, The
loss in the workings of the mine,
however, will probably exceed that on
the surface. Shaft No. 2 may be prac-
{ically destroyed for mine use by the
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Evany Property
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Dec. 13.—W. C.
‘s Kivans coal mine
down the shaft
v and was killed
cage.

made an investi-
3st may be held.
ht here.
wer, 43 years old,
‘qval at I'rederick.
. Cameo, Colo. He
shter, Pearl, keep-
. son, Joe, at Col-
, Hattie, at Grand

one throwing a iigntea Cigw. r Cigar - (
ette in the engine room,” gaid Dal-
rymple. “I will have to make an in-
vestigation to determine this. The
fire originated there from all that can
be learned. The men in the mine may
escape if they have gone from the
south workings fo the north. It is
a slim chance. If they are in the south
workings yet they are probably dead.
There has been no evidence that gasg
was in the mine, and no explosions.”

. A. Perry, purchasing agent and
treasurer of the Leyden Coal company,
said: :

«1f the wen Keep their heads and
travel toward the north they should
manage to keep alive until help can
reach them. .

I don’t know just what started the

DCGIL M GLiaipmy  wav o mm o e

with cement so that ‘it could not es-
cape. The place is nowhere near the
shaft.”

B ESEmmenaee ]
BILL TO CHANGE CIVIL SERVICK.
A bill will be presented to the next
legislature asking a change in the ex-
isting civil service laws to permit of
temporary appointments by the civil
service commission when examinations
cannot be held immediately, providing
Governor Shafroth gives his consent to
such action. Henry Van Kleeck, presi-
dent of the commission, asked the con-
sent of the governor yesterday. It is
said a movement has been commenced
to have a law passed abolishing the
commission.
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PRISONERS IN MINE

Screams of Woman at Mouth
Of Pit Lost in Fire’s Roar

Wife of One of Ten Entombed, Twice Pre-

vented from Leaping Into Holocaust, Goss
Back Home to Four Children.

The curious. who hurried to Leyden
to see for themselves what . features
characterized a mine disaster, were
disappointed if they expected to see
women tearing their hair and sobbing
upon the streets.  But the tragedy was
there, navertheless, behind closed
doors, wliere beredved children huddled
around the knees of some wild-eyed
woman, whese husband was among the
missing. Co .

The famiiies struck by the blow d:d
not appear among the crowds of curi-
ous after the first news of the disaster.
Then, indeed. they had rushed out into
the night, where the tower of fira
painted the sky, and wept and ecried
aloud, alternately.

Mrs, Ciskatte, wife of one of the tim-
bermen caught in the mine, frantic
with grisf, tried to leap into tlie holo-
caust that issued from the mouth of
shaft No. 2 about 10 o'clock Wednes-
day nigh:. Ready hands caught her
dress and drew her back, while She
shrieked with the fury of a maniac and
tried to tear herself from taeir grasp.
When she found that she could not end
her life, she thought of ber four chil-
dren in the tinyv red cottage which she
had quitted at the ¢ry of fire; she col-
lapsed in the hands of the rescuers,
moaning and inert, so that she had to
be carried back home. arly in the
dawn yesterday she arose once more,
just as the sky was turning white in
the east. She had not removed her
clothes. .

Slipping along unobtrusively she was
making her way toward the blackened
and devastated air-shafi, probably for
2 second attempt to join her nusband,
when one of the watchers at shaft No.
| saw her pass. He ran after her ard
she allowed herself to be lead back to
ey Fouse "withant ows adiacews oo L

| again,

walting dumbly in their stolid, foreiga
Way for the men to start the rescue work,
Or weeping occasionally when the quiet
became too oporessive. No attempt wag
made to reach those in the mines after
the first party returned to the surface.
In the morning those whose relatives
Were In the mine returned to their
homes, nor did the women venture forth
Each one of the ten desolated
homes contained a. band of women; ail
waiting  patiently with the wife and
mother, and attempting to reassure her.
Frank Ciskatte, the timberman, es-
caped death at Primero only to fall at
Leyden. On the eve of the second Pri-
mero disaster Ciskatte, carrying his din-
ner pail of blue graniteware, started
for the Primero mine. He met a neighbor
at his gate ang stopped to chat. Ten
minutes later he hurried forward toward
the mine entrance, but before e reached
the black portals the explosion whicii
hurled seventy-five into eternity had oc-
curred. Mrs. Ciskatte has four children,
the oldest 7 vears and the youngest an
8-month-old baby.
Mother of Two in Pit Seriously II1.
The  relatives of the two Merriclk
brothers, who were working together in
the mine, congregated last night at the
home af the mother, 4586 Wolff street.
Mrs, Merrick is in a serious condition
and may die as the result of the loss,
while the father. W, H. Merrick, who
owns a farm at Arapahoe crossing,
where the boys lived while ‘mining, wan-
dered in a distraught manner about the
Streets of Leyden vesterday, a. pitifui
Sight to behold. e was accompanied
by the youngest of the Merrick brothers,
Harry, a lad of about 15 years. At 5
o’clock the party, including Mrs. Loyis
Merriek, hugging her haby closely to
her bosom and weeping on the street
car, hoarded the Tevden rar far Tienvos
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about it.. The figure at the right is F. A, Perry, purchasing agent of
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TEN CUT OFF BY
THE FLAMES MAY
YET BE RESCUED

Trained Government Crew af Leyden Pene-
frates Tunnel Some Distance From
Botfom of Shaft,

Report Fire Still Burning at Bottom but Alr Comparatively Clear
—Relatives and Wotkers Awaif Anxlously at Entrance for
News—Oxygen Helmets Used fo Advantage —New System.
of Ventilation Wil Be Instzlled at Once in Hallways.

" The men confined In the mine are:
John Augustiﬁe, 55, nlght foreman: marrled.
Lester Jonss, 25, driver; widewer with two children,
Frank Cskatti, 40, timperman; married, four chlldren,
George Supanchis, 40, timberman; marrled,
Frank Merrick, 25, machine runner.
Louis Merrick, machine runner,
Elf Devey, 35, miner; married.
Frank Gotira, 26, miner; single.
Nicholag Milksich, 30, miner; single,
Louis Zuher, 28, mifer; single,

Hope fs entertained for the rescus of ten miners, who were en-
trapped in the Leyden coal mine, 14 miles northwest of Denver, whén
No, 2 shaft was destroyed by fire, Wednesday night, as excluslvely re.
ported In The Republican. The first rescue party which entered the

@
O]
@
@
&

mine late last night hopes to reach the entrapped men this morning.

2

It is believed that the men will be found ative.

> Working under the direction cf the government rescue crew, which

reached Leyden at 7:10 o'clock last night, the first rescue party pene-

trated to the hottom of No, 1 shaft late last night, L@
Conditions found in the mine indicate that the miners will be found

alive. The alr Is comparatively clear at the hottom of the shaft and as &

the rescuers are equipped with oxygen helmets they have thus far ex.

?
&
@
&
&
& “perfenced no great danger and are sending very encouraging rep 0 °

S-the-aurface by means of a telephonic communication which. has Lerﬁﬁ%g:
& tablished with the shaft bottorn; 700 feet below the surface, ¢

@ At midnight, when a rescue crew returned fo the surface affer two ¢

& hours-under ground, they rezported that the fire was still burning near ®L
@ the bottom of the burned shaft. The men succeeded in penetrating 300 &t

& feet from the No. 1 shaft. &'
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MINE FOREMAN SRYS CHAKCES
BRIGHT TO SAVE ALL OF MEN

“The chances are bright for bringing
up the men alive,”

This was the statement made at 10
o'clock last night by the mine foremen,
W. M. Lowry, following reports from the
first exploring party of four men who,
wearing oxygen helmets, went to the hot-
tom of the No. 1 shaft, ™0 feet deep, av
9 o'clock, and reported that the air for
W) feet was very good, They saw cone
siderable smoke. The indications are that
the rescuers will not be zble to reach the
entrapped men before morning.

At 10 p. m. the first rescue gang went
down, equipped to stay two honrs. They
carried with them a telephone insiru-
ment, which {8 to be fixed at the shaft
boitom to establish communication with
the surface. As the rescuers penetrata
inte the mine telephone lnes will be ex-
tended,

Three telephones will he established
with g helme! man at each instrument
At 11 o'clock last night the first tele-

phone message was received from the :

Lottom of the shaft, saying that the pros-
pect- wag encouraging,
As soon as the helmet men have been

able to penstrate seversl huadred feet,

the ‘miners will be sent down to arrange
& new system of ventilation by huilding
brattices, In this way air will he forced
into the workings and will be kept aven
with the progress of the rescuers,

The United States mine rescue car loft
Trinidad at 3:30 vesterday marning and
arrive dat 7:10 last night. The car was
, I charge of J. C. Roberts and his crew
of assistaniz. With the car came threas
helmet men of the €. F & L and four
fram the Victor American wmine
Trinidad.

After two gangs of resdiers had heen
fitted with helmets and given 15 min-
utes instruction in their use the first
rescue erew of four men in chargg of
T, Siangier, boss timberman, was %ENL
to the bottom of the shaft. Befare their
descent a code of signals was arranged
tand the men given instruetions that they
, Tnust not stay helow more than 15 min-
utes, The car descended at 9:05 ».om,
and the men returned to the surface at
942 TUntil midnight a crowd of 20 min-
rs remained near the mouth of the
shaft.

I. C. Roberts, in charge of the govern- |
ment rescue crew, is in full charge of
:the rescue work., The work iz heing

near

cprocesded with as rapidly as possible,
every step in the rescye work, however,

being carefully prepared befora it s
taken,

From the favorable repdrts received
Trom the rescue crew the anxions wateh |
ers 2t the shaft mouth felt hope revive, |
The general opinien is that the confined |
men took the right direction away from !

———

Continned on Page Five,
—
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sistance. She seemed then to Le dazed
and unconscious of her acts.

Aged Wife Among Mourncrs,

There were other scenes no less har-
rowing during the night, while the five
raged. The sight of the flames scemed
to rouse a killing fear in the breasts of
those who had relatives among the ten
lost. - They crowded close to the pit,
the women screaming 'frequently, but
their screams were hardly morve audible
than the chirrupings of birds in a
storm, because of the roar from the
fire. The €5-year-old wife of John
Augustine; the night - foreman, was in
almost the same condition as Mrs.
Ciskatte. :
as Mrs. Ciskatte. .She also rushed-toward
the blaze and might have made it hev
funeral pyre had she not been seized and
led back to her house. Some of the
women and children stood about .all night

and got off at Wolff street to remain
for the night.

.A. pathetic and ironical incident was
revealed in the story of Mrs. George
Supauchet. Only a few weeks ago Sup-
anuchet, deeciding that the lite of a miner
was too hazardous, gave up his occupa-
tion of miner at Central City, acquived
a farm-at Yoakum's crossing, northwest
of Denver, and took work in the L.ex-
den coal mines until such time as he
eould save a little money and start the
Spring plowing. He was destined never
to know his new chosen vocation.

Ili Devey, who left a wife and child,
went through four years of labor in
the Pennsylvania coal! mines hvithout
an accldent, and had to come to Colc-
rado before witnessing a mine disaster.
Then - it - was as a principal Lester
Jones, a young Americant miner, came
from Longmont to the Teyden mine only
three months ago. )

FIRE

STARTED IN ENGINE

ROOM, SAYS DALRYMPLE.

State Inspector Thinks Cigaretle or Lighted
Match May Have Been Origin.

State Coal Mine Inspector James Dal-
rymple and F. A. Perry, purchasing
agent and treasurer. of the Leyden
company, were unable to give an ex-
planation of the fire.

“1t may hLave been caused by soms

fire. 'The room in which the fire
started is the engine room, and there
are no coal workings near it. The fiva
which was burning for about a year
was cut off. There is always a littis
fire in lignite mines, but we had that
portion of the mine in which it had

tram hiusmnine put. aff and aaslad

1
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Their Sole Chance Was to
Dash for the Fifth West
Partition.

THE 48 HOURS THEY COULD LIVE THERE
WITH BARRICADED DOORS NEARLY GONE

Suspense of Hundreds Around the Roped-In
Shaft Verges on the Unbearable as Signal
to the Rescuers Is-Withheld.

(By HARRISON W. PHILLIPS.)

. As the hour of noon approached today the suspense of the hiun-
dreds of watchers just outside the roped-off Shaft No. 1 of the Ley-
den mine became almost unbearable, for that was the hour {ixed by
Prof. J. C. Roberts of the gowernment mine rescue ear, and - James
Dalrymple, state mine mspector who  are- directing the work; of
reseue, when an attempt would be ‘made to-penetrate into the south-
west workmqs and bring out the ten men who are helieved by a few
optimists to be living, shut in a chamber containing enough air to
support life forty emht hours.

Those who profebb this ‘belief. are sadly few in number. The.
majority of experienced miners and those conversant with mine eon-
ditions realize that the chaneces agair he men being alive ar :
many. In order to sive themgelvesyal hey mist; in the. first:
have retained presence of mind suffmlen“t to dash at once to:the
west parting and close the.steel: doors-at either end of the chanber:
there, cutting off the smoke and dea,dly gases. Oecasxonalb but not
often, men br ought suddenly face to face with a mine horror, grop-

‘ing around-in darkness of the blaekest ‘Jdo ot become panie:striel
A banlen thaln ceonvr $n oa £aFY T




West Working.

SUSPENSE  UNBEARABLE

Prof. Roberts Refuses to Send
Rescue Parties Until Dan-
ger Is Over.

(Cewtinued FMrom Page Oned

ing of: the air that always
work. in a coal mine diza
Lester Jones, 25 years old,
driver in the mine,
found first. e was work
shaft than any of the of Ol
Bob,”” the mule he was g av th i
‘ttme of the explosion and fire, h'lw been
found dead at the entrance to the stables,
which are about 200 feet from the shaft.
It is presumed that Jones, knowing of
the fire, cut the traces that held “Old
Bob” to the car and that the mule made
his way to the stables. Jones probably

peritous.

ster 30
w
wpects

sing

was a
to be
the ;

s

d
neaver
anst

retreated, but it is the opinion: af the
mine officials he could not have gone
far.

MINERS RECOGYIZE
MASTER NIND IY ROBERTSE.
Professor Iloberts is working diligently.

He has not stepped a moment since
reaching the mine at 7:19 last night. The
moment he arrived the actual work of
rescue commenced and. the miners

Leyden seemed to realize that a master
mind had taken charge and there were
nearly a hundred v,he volunteered fory
the rescue work.

. ‘Stangier, voss timberman,
first to volunteer. He h
but was ‘determined to go dovn
Lelp rescue his comrades,
erts allow him 1o form
one of the first party that went down the
shaft to mest the unknown conditions
that existed at the hottom.

Resides Stangier, this pavty consisted
of G. C. Davidson of the C. ¥. & I. rescue
car: J. W.-Thomas of the Vietor car, and
James Gilehrist of Leyden, whe alxo had

volunteered. The men had tried out the
helmets above ground and moments
afier were lowered into the hurning mine

with instructions that they were to stay
only Tfifteen minutes. Ti wus o\>cilv
thirty-nine minutes from the t

until - they reappeared to

watchers at ths opening o
CONDYTIONS BAD, !
SAYS PROT. ROBERTS.
“Bad, bad. very bad,”
Roberts after a star chi
been held in the office

if the men have gotten {ar
there may be a chance—t
chance.”.
None of the officials of il
speak of the conditions
party had found, bul later
up information that conflir
impressions of the governi went o\p
Professor Roberts seemed to ignor
injunction given out by the mine otticials
and talked freely of thie conditions bhelow.
This merning State Inzpecior Dal-

hn

rympie and Mine Fou an Loy ap-
peared early at the sha i geVv-
eral more gangs wWo The
force  of bratiicers and
when shaft No. & gave [ovih a vent that
wmeans much they all seemed to think

that there was hope fur &k
below.
George C. MeTarlend, en

wnfortanatas

eer at the

burned power house of the wine, donned
Yo

————————

(By W. R. COLLIER.)

In Leyden tihe miners ave treated well,
receive good pay, and those who live in
the settlement enic- :he comforts of life.
Their homes are a of the same type,
the main bunch of houses being located at
a ‘distance of less than quarter of a
mile from the main shaft. A considerable

a

numbet live in the cit Lnr‘ take the elec-i
tric car to their worlk. Good wages are
paid to the foremen of the various de-
oprtments. ‘

a

hustier at coad cing will average
albout $3a day, and the check handed

ane ordinary miner for the two weeks
enrding last pay day was $65. Nearly all
English-speaking people—Irish, Scot-
Amevicans and CGermans predomi-
t thege is quite a proporiien of
Tohemians and Stavs.  Japs

dence. Bach man works and

un by the day. If feels

moraing he can roll over

when his alarm clock rings and go to
sleen agsin, e can stay away {f he
doesn’'t want to work and nothing is

thought of it.” He can come back
day and get busy.

In the little houses in the settlement are
1w ppy families, none anting bread, and
rful children. Good health and good
rail d w2l does there cccur

the next

oM

seriou i T Sohamians and
Anstrians are 'm, mornay gavers.

on 2 on crowds of
women and ciil ¥ bhe out for
2 walk and all ed. The
voung men and ho conduct
themseives as weil ths of th
city. Hard work is the

motio of tue communiiy.
TRESS., GRASS AXND

FLOWERS ARE MISSING.
Three things are missing in Levden—
trees, grass and flowers. Low foothills

of the valley are bare of
shrubbery, vet it would appear that tress
and grass and flower would thrive were
water obfainable. There is a scarcity of
water for irrigation puposes. and an irri-
gation diteh running around the town

on either side

would be of immense advantage. There
is a goad school and the miners are an-
hitious to educate their children.

;vmpathy among the women for
the str;o“ep families was expressed- more
in deeds than by words. The wives anc

have met their afier the five
started.”
WOMAN WITH SHVEYX

CHILDREN PITIABLIT SIGHT,

One of the most pitiful of the scenes In-
cident to the disaster is a sight of Mrs.
George Supanchis, with her seven little

ones gather about her skirts weeping
silently at the entrance of the mine. Her
husband was & timber and being at

the farthesi point provably may be saved.

But the wife and her brood reveal the
terrible aspect of these disasters in its
true light. It sesms strange the manner

in which these women of the mines accept
the accidents and ths deaths; but, as a
miner said yvesterday who has seen many:

“They are born sto From the very
cradle they ave familia thh the sights
you see here today. Th
petual fear of that tev
that they ses 3 their brotiers,

fathers and sw and their fagces

tell the tale.”’
When a burst of

gtheurs,

flame came out’ of

shaft No. 2 at five minutes before
o’clock this mornin folloewing a big
chdve-in of the timbering lining the sides

of the shaft. a false hope was raised in
tha hrcasts of the inexperienced wateh-

8t
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i
i
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children of the entombed miners were
talken by their friends, housed and fed,
and given to understand that they would

not remain alone in their time of tribu-
lation. ‘

“I am
Devey,

in great trouble,”
wife of Eli Devey,

vietims, “but then I have
chiid.. Some of .the other
many children.”

Mrs. Devey carried a beautiful babe in
her arms. She was white as a sheet, hut
still she remembered ‘“‘the others.”

The various groups that assembled
about shaft house No. .1 all day Thursday
were far from cheerful, but occasionally
an animated discussion would take place.

Speaking of the “helmet men’” one of
the miners declared that some years ago
he had assisted in a rescua.

“I wore one of them helmets for forty-
eight hours in that mine,” he said.

“You didn't do it,”” said one of his hear-
ers. “In the first place, the. helmets
weigh sixty pounds, and in the second
place they were invented only recently.”

sald Mrs.
one of the
only one
women have

“Well, T did it, anyhow,” declared the
boaster.
“Well, they'll give you a chance to €o

it again as soon as the helmets get here,”
was the reply.

SALOON CLOSED BY

GFPICERS

QT THE COMPANY.
Ovrders were _issued early Thursday
morning by of(icers of the company for

the closing of the saloon. This institution
receives much patronage, not only from
the miners. but from farmers 0f the
country surrounding., The bar is forty
feet long and is located in a spacious
structure on the hill opposite the board-
ing house and restaurant.

The move was considered a wise one
and no serious objections were raised to
it by the customers. Despondency had
struck deep into the hearts of the min-
crs whose
was.feared some of them mig
too heax n drink, It was a time of
emergency ~when ciear heads were want-
ed, It was the first “dry” day in Leyden
since the mine was opened

For many hours before the breaking out
of the fire it was observed that the mules
were In a nervous condition. They ap-
neared fo be apprehensive of danger and
performed their customary work with re-
luctance and fear.

The miners beiieve the animals had
premonition of danger and some of them
remarked upon a similar state of affairs
existing previous 'to other disasters.

a

BULL TERRIER AT
OFFICL‘ SCENTED DANGER.

“And it’s a sure thing,” said Dr. Matt
loot, " “that the bull terrier that hangs

arcund the office knew that something
was coming off Wednesday. Sihe was in
and .out from morning uatil night and
aidn’t lie down for a minute as far as 1
could see. We remarized upon the shaky
condition of the dog. She sniffed around
the shaft houses, and ran here and there
about the whole and undoubtedly
was worried.” !

Tor the test of the condition of the air
in the remaining shaft It wag necessary
to secure some small animal, sach as a
mouse, a gulnea pig, a cat or 2 rabbit.
their heads over

Yaoa
rlace

The miners who thrust
thhe mouth of the shaft got whiffs of gas
and from experience they were well
aware of the ganger attending a descenf.
But it was necessary to learn the
strength of the gas; hence the experi-
ments.

Coal Mine Inspector Dalrymple who, in
case of accident, is vequired by law to
assume charge ©fFf a pdronertvw -

her




net early tis maotv
ato the mine.

- than 50¢ feet aw
4t and said there was only a thin veil
: coming toward the shaft and
near toui. e
lis are cool and that the con-
ditions whiich brought about the death of
the mules does not now exist.

Another man connected with the mine
volunteered the opinicn that there was
little chanee for the entombed men. ile
made this statement shortly after
lieard that the mules had been kili
gas. )

“If that is the case.” said !

off with the pcor feliows

Qlorg

fays tie

were caught like rats in a trap and could
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Professor Roberts, Inspector Dalrymple
and other experts, however, declared that
this incident amounted to nothing. It
simply means that the fire is still burn-
ing at the bottom of shaft No. 2,77 they
said, “and the crumbiing of the support-
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otherg who had maintained an all-night
vigil in the hope of learning definite
news of the miners entrapped for nearly i
sixty hours in the black depths of the
mine. ’
However, State Mine Inspector Dal-
rymple, who had accompanieg the rescue
party, announced that the brattice work
hagq reached a point in the second south-
east entry fifty feet from the steel door
leading into the main south entry from
the burning shaft, and that the return to
the surface wag for the purpose of al-
lowing the men to recharge their oxygen
helmets and for the officlals in charge
of the rescue work to declde upon 2 plan
of action before proceeding into the entry-
way that leads to the section of the mine
In which it is expecteq to find the im-
prisoned miners.
HASTE IN RESCUE
WORK NO LONGER NECESSARY.

It was only a comparatively few feet
beyond this steel door that the dash by
the helmet men to the fifth southwest
entry, where the ten miners are believed
to be entombed, was expected to be made.
The fact that two full hours were spent
by the state mine inspector and officials
of the company in consultation with Dr.
J. C. Roberts of the government.rescue:
car, who was hurriedly roused from his
bed, led to the belief that all hope of
finding the men alive had been aban-
doned, and for this reason the necessity
for speed in going ahead with the work
of Fescue Do longer existed. This view
of the situation was discredited by State
Inspector Dalyrymple, who stated that
the rescue party, although it had not
opened the steel door in the sec-
ond southeast entry, had made their
way through crogsscuts to the rear
of the door and there found the
air in fatrly good condition and the tem-
perature of the steel door to be normal.
He explained further that it was deemed
advisable to extend the brattice work
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Remains of Five Men
to Be Brought Up
Before Night.

LITTLE RAY OF HOPE

Canvas Torn From Old Brattice
Work by Men Fleeing
for Safety.

At fifteen minutes past noon today
the crew of oxygen helmet rescue
workers, which was sent into Leyden
-mine at 9:30 this morning to make
another search for the bodies of Frank
and Louis Merrick, Nick Milisich,
Frank Goatria and  Louis Zubkes,
came to the surface with the repott"
that no bodies had been found.

. The men afforded a slight ray of
hope to anxiously waiting relatives of.
the missing men when they said they
had found at a point about 3,500 fee

from the hottom of the main ghaft







