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fire had gone up. O Octoher 29 it was found that (here was a

barge tire above the east or long plane fevel, when it was decided to

flood the mine.  On Sunday, October 300 the water of Panther

creek was turned into the shaft, and continned untit December 5,

when the water had raised 549 feet up the shatt. Fhe hoisting of

thre water out of the shaft again began on the afternoon of Decem-
1

)

her 5, and and on December 31 had heen lowered 103 feet.

Kaska-Willinm Colliery Disaster.

On May 26, 18930 W Morgau, a loader boss, Win. Derr, o pump
runner, Martin Molochus, Peter Durkin, Vindle Proboixki and 1aul
Iatxouski, laborers, wmet their death at the Kaska-William coltiery,
operated by the Dodson Coal Company, by water breaking in from old
workings which had been abandoned many vears before. .\ tunnel
was being driven from the Seveu-foot vein on the shadt level, south.
The tunnel men were working by night, and the laborers were load-
ing the =tull by day. The tunnel men had cut the botiom of the
Orchard vein durving the night of the twenty-fifth, with the last
round of shots tired, but had not gone into the face of {he tunnel
after fiving, co that they did net know that the vein had been cut.
The fire bhoss, i making his rounds in the morning, discovered that
the vein had been cnt, wand so reported to the inside foreman, who
took some men with him and drifled a hole in the vein about six
feet Tong to tind its thickness.  During this time the laborers above
named were engaged in loading the stoff that had been cut by the
shots dred duving the night before. The colliery was idle on the
twenty-sixth, and no men were at work in the inside slope, which
is abont 360 feet deep below the shaft level, the tunnel being 100
feet west of the top of the <lope. About 11 o'cloek in the forenoon,
Wi Morgun, who was working near the top of the slope, was let
down the slope by Thomas Hawkins, the five boss, to feed the nles,
ana Wi, Derr, the pump rouner, who had been up the slope doring
the forencon, was let down hy THawkins about 12 o'clock noon, to go
to the pump. Hawkins remained at the top of the slope, expecting
thene Lo return soon, and was waiting to hoist them up. Between
12 o'clock and 1, the water broke in at the Orchard vein, which had
been cut at the face of the el Hawkins heard the water coming
and retreated toward the bottom of the shaft, and on the way met
Mro Flannigan, the inside foreman, who had been at the punp rooin
at the bottom of the shaft, getting his dinner. They altempted to
gt back to the slope, but the water was rising rapidly at the hoftom
of the shatt, and they had to retreat up the shaft. The witer rose
to the roof at the bottom of the shaft, cutting off all comnmmicaiion
vith the inside stope. and the funnel where the water had cone
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froim.  The steam pipes were broken by the rushe and the poumps
at the bottom of the shait were stopped. The water fron the shaft
was hoisted by tanks notil the 2X3th, when one of the pumps was
reached and started. the second pnmp being started the following
day.  On May 30 the shaft was clear of water and the work of
cicaring up the debris hegan. The top of the inside <lope wax closed,
also the gangway between the top of the slope and the thanel. The
timber and track in the hoisting slope had alt heen washed down the
slope. and the workings helow were filled with water to within 166
feet of the top of the slope. The pump slope which is 75 feet west of
the hoisting slope, wax filled tight with stufi that had been washed
ont from the tunnel. The hoisting slope was retimhered down to
the water. and the pumping of witer out of it began on July 22
in the meantinie, the eleaning up of the gangway from the top of
ihe slope toward ithe tuunel was bheing done and the first hody was
fonad buried in the debris on the night of <July 20 and the second
hody on July 90 The month of the tuimel was reached Joly L and
the third body tonnd on July 27 in the gangway west of the tunnel.
The face of the tunnel was reached on August 16, when it was found
that the old gangway on the Orehard vein, from which the water had
come, was about 15 feet on a piteh of 30 degreex above the top of
{Le tannel. The body of the fourth man who was in the tunnel was
not fonud and had evidently bheen washed down the slopes. along
vith o mule and three mine cars that were on the shaft fevel when
the wader broke in. The Orchard vein <lope, from which this water
Lroke in, had been abandoued many vears ago and was caved in at
the surface,  Inothe Tatter part of 1896 the company hegan to reopen
it and on 1february 10, 1897, ¢ot down to the water, which was 185
feet from the top of the slope. The water was being pumped ont,
but the slope heing full of debrisc it went down slowly and was finally
stopped. On November 130 18970 M. Thos, € Reese, snperintendent
of the colliory, ealled at my oflice in regard (o letters T had writien
fo lim on the Sthoand 1L ahont the bad condition ol the ventilation,
and hetore leaving told me they were going to drive a tunnel from the
Reven-foot vein on the shaft level to the Holmes and Primrose veins,
then deive holes np on these veins (o the tnnnel, that had been driven
from the npper e of the old énehard vein slope and tap the water
al that level, so that this Hift of the Holmes and Primrose conld
he worked, Teaving the Tower Ht ol the Oreliard unworked, T imme:
drately got ont the Geological Reetion, which was the only section
in my possession. and which showed that the Orehard vein did not
come down fo the level of the propoxed tunnel, so that it would not
he of any use to drive the tunnel any farther than the Primroxe
vein if the section was corrects and, if it wax not correct.ic wonld
he of no use, as the Orehard vein had been alveady worked. Ax (his
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plan was perfectly feasible, 1 conld raise no objections, and con-
sidered it would not need much watcehing until the Primrose vein
had been cut and the holes were being driven up the pitehy, and only
then after they had been driven up a couple of hundred feet, as
there was ground enough above that to allow for any inaceuracy in
the elevations which the Geological Rection had marked as only
extimated, and which could not be relied upon.  buring the folowing
week T noticed an advertisement in the »Daily Republican,” of Potts-
ville, inviting proposals to drive the tunnel, from the Reven-fool
vein to the Prinwose vein, and on November 20, a contractor called
at my oftice with a proposal for driving the tunnel, and wanting my
opinion as to prices. This proposal also plainly stated that the tunmel
was to be driven from the Seven-foot 1o the Primrose vein, and with
the advertisement agreed exaetly with the plan that had been talked
of in my office. 1 visited the colliery on Jannary 13, 1898 and found
the tunnel had Leen started two dayvs before, and had heen driven
in ten feet. T ovisited the colliery again on Jannary 310 but was
Lot in the tunnel on this visit. On March 23 1 again visited the col-
licry, arad was in the tunmel which had just ¢ut the botiom of a vein,
vwhich 1T supposed to be the Holmes, and which it afterwards proved
to be. During these visits, nothing was said of any change of plan
or intention to drive the tunuel farther than the Primrose vein,
Nfter the water had broken in on May 26th, 1 found that the tannel
Lad been driven hevond the Primrose vein and had cut the Orehard
vein, which had come down below the level of the tunnel, instead
of making a basin above, ax the Geological Reetion had shown,  Thad
the Geological Rection was not correct was plainly apparent after the
Holhnes vein had heen passed and when the Primrose vein had heen
reoched, and the tunnel continned, it was plain that the Orchard
could be eut on this Tevel, and the superintendent had been expeet-
g it fo be cut for several davs before. Yet, knowing this, he failed
to take the ordinary precautions which were necessary for the safety
ol the lives and property nnder his charge. On the day before the ac
cident, an ofticial of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, from
which the colliery is feased, knowing that the tunnel was heing driven,
but not knowing how far it was imended to go, wrote o the super-
intendent, Thos. ¢ Reese, telling him that there was a secetion in
that office which showed that the Orchard workings were nearly
down to the level of the tunnel, and advising him that it were best
to take no chances, but 1o keep a drill hole ahead after going in
270 feet. This letter was received by Reese in the morning, before
the accident occurred. but the tunnel was in farther than 570 feet
ind the vein had heen cnt. Reese went into the tunnel about 11 A,
AL adore with Toside Foreman Flanigan, and told him of receiving
L queer letter, but did not say what it was about. The hoss la-
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torer, it seems, had been in the habit of firing any holes left unfired
Iy the tunnel men, doring the day shift. That morning there had
Lcen o top hole left unfired. The contractor said he had put the
Llasting battery in the box and locked it before he left that morn-
ing. the bess laborer also having a Key to the box.  After the acer-
dent the blasting battery wax found washed out near the pump room
with the wires attached. The box in which it was Kept has not
been found vet, so that it is evident that after Reese and Flanigan
left the tunnel, the boss Eaborer had tired thix top hole, and no donbt
put powder in the hole that had been drilled to test the vein aud
tired that also, which Incoke the barvier of coal between the tunnel
cnd the water. This barrier had held the water back for ten or
cieven hours, after the tunnel men had fired during the night, and
Loth Reese and Flanigan testitied that when they were in the tan-
el last, an hour belore the water broke in, there was no sign of
water more than usual, and even at that late honr. after receiving
the wirning, had the men been taken ont or prevented from fiving
antil tlank holes had heen driven on both sides and up the piteh, the
aceident could have been averted, as the coal between the tunnel
ard the old gangway would have held the water, if no blasting had
hoen done. An ingquest was held on September 5thoaud the jury
rendered a verdiet that “the aceident oceurred throngh the mislead-
me maps and deafts whereby six men had Tost their lives by drown-
ive.” At this inguest, the superintendent, Thoso € Reese, stated
o the jury that he had asked the Inspector, when he had told him
<1 (he intention to start the timoel, whether it would be necessary
10 keep o deill hole in advance, and that the Inspector had said it
wis not. and that all inguiry possible had been made in regard to
finding the depth of the old Orehard workings, and from what he
could e, the slope was not as deep as the tunnel. Inoregard to
keeping o drill hole ahead from the time the fnnnel was started,
nothing wax said abont itat the time, but haed Theen asked Feertaindy
wonld have said that it was not necessary to keep a hole ahead nntil
e Primroge vein had heen reached, and had the tnmnel heen stopped
21 the Primrose vein, as b was informed it would he by the supertin:
tendent, and by the printed notices, it is plain that there would have
heen no necessity for adrill hole ahead, and the aceident would not
have ocenrred i the tinnel at Teast. That proper inguiry had not
been made as to the old Orehard vein workings was evident from the
lotter received by the snperintendent on the morning of the accident,
which proved conelusively that sueloinformation was available, also
showing thot the Orchard vein workings were near the level of the
tinnel. it it had been sought. There were also sections in posses.
Gion of other mining engineers showing the «wune thing, from whom

.

ho infermation was asxked.  Even the company’s engineer, who might
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Liave constructed a section as the veins were being cut in the tunuoel,
which would have shown the crror in the Geological Seetion and
very nearly the trune position of the old workings, was not con-
silted other than to give a line for starting the tunnel,

I send with this report a sketeh showing the ground plan of part
of the colliery from the bottom of the shaft castward to the tunnel
from the bottom split of the Mammoth vein, on which the inside
slope is sunk; also the gangway westward on the top sphit from the
top of the inside slope to the tunnel driven south to the Orchard vein
where the water broke in. The connections from the mouth of this
tunnel to the pummp rooms at each side of the shaft are also shown
v:th the tidal elevations of the bottom of the shaft, top and bottom
of the iside slope, and the south end of the tunnel and old gangway
above.  The Red Ash slope which is on the Orchard vein and the old
workings from this slope on the Orchard, Primrose and Hohmes veins,
from which the water caome, are shown by dotted lines, as taken from
the colliery maps, indicating that their position could only be shown
approximately.  Tlowever, it can be seen by this sketeh that the sup-
posed position of the tower gangways on the Orchard vein was very
cloxe to its true position, as the end of the tunnel is close 16 the
old gangway, the difference of level between the bottom of the tun-
nel and the bottom of the old gangway being less than 20 feet. 1
also send on the same sheet a eross section of the veins from the bot-
tom split of the Mammoth vein at the bottom of the shaft to the
Orchard vein as cut at the face of the south tunnel.  This section
shows in heavy lines the position of the veins as they have been
cut by the tunnei with the old Orehard vein gangway a few feet above
the south end. The dotted Tines show the position of the Orehard,
Prinmvose  and  Holmes  veins, as shown on  cross section line
No. 15 of the RSeeond  Geological  Survey, from  which it
can plainly be scen that if the Geological Rection had been correct
it would have been useless to drive the tunnel further than the Prime
rose vein, as it wonld have reached the land line before any work-
able coal of any account was eut. It can also readily be seen that
after the Holmes and Primrose veins had been cut, any person pos-
sessed of ordinary knowledge of mining and a tape line and clinom-
cter could readily have seen that the geological section was not cor-
rect, and knowing this, wonld have taken some precantionary meas-
nres for the protection of life and property.

I do not hexitate to say plainly that this disaster was caused by
the misrepresentation and incompentent management of the superin-
tendent in charge, whose previons training was not of such a char-
acter as to qualify him to take charge of a colliery of (his Kind.  The
condition of the colliery had bheen poor for two vears before this ae-
cident, ax ix evidenced hy records of my visits which have been fre-
quent, aid by correspondence relating thereto.
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