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REPORT OF MWMESSION- AT HAZEL MINE
CANONSBURG, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVARIA.

MARCH 28, 1911 - By L. M. JONES
0o

The Hezel Mine, vhich is In the Pittszburg seam, is one of the
Wﬁ in Westemm Penmaylvanie, ite daily output ranging fyom 2,500 to
§,000 tonp. It 14 opensd by two slepas of _ foot long with.a dip
of .. dogrees, which compmmicate to two main entries, Ho. 1 and Ko.

2. The butt entries are driven every BCD fest, from which in turn second
ares face entries wre driven., The eosl 13 taken out by the roem and

The eoal iz undercut at the fece by Jeffrey chaln cutters and
gshot down by 2F blgok powder. Permissible explusives have been tried
geveral times but on account of the grest amount of ﬂm coal and the
genersl dissatisfastion of the miners blasck powder always reintroduced.
My, Adams, the Buperintendent, secemed to know very little shout the
permissible explosives. He had a copy of the last cirsular issued by the
Explogives Depaptment end wanted to know whén the tests on the 1lilst of
powder given were going to be made, not knowing that these tests has been
going on for over two yesrs. Judging from his ignorance of the subjest
it would be & natural essumption that whatever tests had beem made with
permmissible explosivea had beem hslf-hearted amd not thorough. FPit cars
which heve a capaolty of 2-1/2 tons are gathered by 5-ton electric motors

and broveht to & centrzl or collecting voint. Large trivs are then hanled



by 1b-ton mobors %o a point sboud thyee-querters of & mlie from the opening,
where the esye ave deliveved to an endless rope; this repe dn tum delivers
the cars %o an endless ehain vhich heuvis them up the slepe to the tipple.
The trivs sye all handled thyough Fo. 1 main, Fo. 2 main being used =8 2
traveling way by the men. The main hsulage entry is lighted by incandescent
lighte., Open lights are used throwghoul the mine, exvept vwhere pillars are
being dreve, vhere Pittsburg safety lamps are ugsed. There is a swmell

rescue sbation in connection with the isup room which containg fwr rescue

bopete aystem of firve protechion
machinery hag boen installed. This consieke of a large two cylinder carben
dloxide exygen génoraloy on wheels, which has sufficient pressuve to ghoot
5O %o 60 feoaty 2 dystem of water lines with plugs every 500 feet at the
intorsection of tho fase &nd butl entriesy & reel of hose 450 feet long;
and two undeygiound stetions having tem Baboock hand fire extiuvguirhers
eeth, The main hanlage entry hes several water supply plates at intervals
along it. The exhsust stean is tumed inte the intake near the exhasust ghaft,
whieh is ebout one mile from the slepes. - Sysbematic watering of the entries
is oaxrried on, bodh By hose from the piugs and from hose sttached 4o e stoel
piste tenk c¢ar which i3 hanled elong the entries. That part of the mine
visited seemed %0 be woll ventilated. Thres sznemomeber readings were taken
at the bottom of the oxhaust shaft and the average reading gave 230,000 cubie
feet of alr per minubte.

A fire occurded in this mine several weeks age and a portion of
the mine was bratticed off. The brattiges, however, werc under waler whem
the mine was visited, and 80 no gas samples of the air beyond the drattices
could be eobtained,.



The sgcident of Mexch Z2 occuryed at the beginning or at the outbye
end of No. 8 double parting on No. & mein sbout & mile from the foot of the
glope. A trip consisting of five cars f1lled with miners was going into
the mine., When they reschsd this parting the firet car jumped the trmci
and was dragged about 40 feod when it orsshed into the left ridb kuceking
off chunke of coal, 4 1little beyond this point it struck the left post of
the second set of a at:z"ﬁc‘h of tlubered entry. The forwerd corner of the
car was’ splintered end the end of the brake rod bent in, which csused the
middle of it near the TLrake to bend outward. The resistance of the post to
the cars sdvante casused the second car 4o be ghunted off to the opposite
side of the ‘&raci. This car struck the center post of the same set, knock-
Ing it forward and allowing the two 40 pound rails, which acted as the
eoller of the set, to fall acxons the ear. The withdrawal of the suppert
of the roof precipitated = large fall of yook, which also fell on this ear.
One huge pilece becums canght bebtween the oubbye end of the cey ani the roof
near the next set, and thie brought the whole trip to an sbrupt stop.

There were ten men in the setond eexr end nine of them were desd vhen the
men from the other cars were &ble V¢ geb thém oub fiom wnder the rodk. The
tenth man was sitting very low in the car snd & huge plece of rock airghed
from the sen next to him to the cornor of the cer and so saved him frem
being injurode Thers are thres caussy conbtridbuting to the aceident: The
primary one wes the high spesd at which the trip was i ﬁng‘ Undex the
State lew s motor trip should not Tan at a higher speed,an hour, but it woe
sdmitted by sll that this brip was ruming mach faster then that; in fact,
1% has been the genersl practice to take the trips in beyond the limit
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allowed by law. I the miners kicked on the speed at which the trip was
moving, they were told by the motomman that they had the privilege of
gotting off and wnlicing. Znother oonmon vielabtion of the law is the
pemmitting of mon %o ride on the motor. One um was Piding on the motor
when this acoldeat occurred, It is umeerbain just whad caused the firss

car to leave the track; two possiblo saumses have been advauced. Pirst, that
the peint of the switch may have offered some obebrucition to the passage of
the wheel, seusing 1t to rise off the yeil. BSecond, that the braking of the
trip by the motomman, in oxder to slow it down while psseing over the gwiteh
emispd the yeay gurs to clese up on the et one and the

aoting on the fivet car ceused it bo rise the Grucks The first of
these causes seems the move lilmly, Tt the seoond seered to find grester
faver among the mine c¢fficlals becsusé the firet peint at vhich the trozd
of the fienge of the vhoel wes found wes chout 8 Ffeet beyond the pelnt of
the switch, However, I do pot think that dhls point mkes the Tirst theopy
any the less likely, inssmuich ap the car sould easily heove covered this
distamee before the vhecl would hit the groumd cubside the weil. The finsl
esuse, mi¢ the one on secount of which the gread lose of 1ife was duo, was
the systom of timbering. The timbering of the entry st this polat coucisted
of cets independent of suach otbey made up of Lwo posts, one sb olther ¥ib
ard a central post with a collar of twe 40 pound ralls extending from rib teo
rib. The rib posts wore partly set into the rib bub not whelly so. The fee
iron was not feetened %o the posts in any wey but simply wodged against the
top. Then the ear nit the oundaide post 1% kmocked it forword but miy not
have oaused the ralle to fall. However, the withdrawal of the senter pest
by the sefond ecar let down the rasils, which foll aowoss the end of the second



cax end the death of some of the miners was in all probability due to the
reils.

In regaurd _%’0 precautions to be Lekon to prevent similar sccidents,
the firet one is without doubt to mm the trips at less speed, for while it
might have been possible that this trip would have lefht the treok st 2 lower
speed, it might have been stopped by the motoyman in the 58 feet between the
point at which it lefb the track and whero the sccident occourred. Alse, had
the trip been rxurmming at a lewer speed, the forge with vhieh the any hit the
post would have been so dseressed by the sar hitting the rib mmd the efforts
o€ the motormsn that it might not have Imocked out the posts. Again, 2
slower speod would deerense the lishility of a sndden braking of the motox, o
eauging tho car to leave the trask, or of o maall shstroetion esusing o simi-
lar effect,.

The failure of the tinmbering was due primarily to the fact that
the rib post of thie sot was not wholly set inte the »ib, for hed it been
so sot the car could not heve kmocked it ferward. In that case the kmocking
out of the eenter post would probably mot have caused the rails to fall,
particularly as the ends of the roils extended inte the yecezses in eildor
rib,

Again, had the sebs boen tied tegether by soms mosng, the 1ik]ihoed
ef the fallure of one get would have been greatly decreased., A guard reil
along the posts set in the »4b would prevent & wild car from ¥mocking out
the posts. Similarly, a guard rail on the side of the eenter posts would
greatly deorease the lixiihdod of a single post being knocked, while it
nmight prevent 1t altogether. The some cffest could probably be obtained

even better by a conorete wall between the postes This latter method
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wouldy of course, be rather eostly, but shere the roof is o3 weak as it was
at tais pelint, so that the falluve of o single set winld cmuse 2 meat fall

of roof, the expenss of such s arrangemunt vwould beo werrated.
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Derailed Caf Wrecks SUppor:fing Posts

and Roof Reduces

®

Men to Unrecog-

‘nizable Mass--Wives and Chil-

dren of Victims Create
Scene at Pit Mouth

Canonsburg, Pa., March 22.—
The lives of nine miners were
blotted out this forenoon by a fall
of slate in the Hazel mine of the

Pittsburg and Buffalo Coal com-
pany at East Canonsburg.

A tenth man in the ill-fated
group. was so badly injured that
his recovery is doubtful.

Davig Donley was the oniy American
who met death, the others being foreign-
ers. The accident occurfed at 7 o'clock
just as the day shift was going to work.

The supports knocked out by the de-
railment of a rapidly moving motor car
on which the men were riding, many
tons of coal and slate crashed ddwn on
them, b

No opportunity for an attempted es-
cape wasg given. The mass fell with a
roar heard at the pit’s mouth. The vic-
tims died without a moan.

There were 800 miners‘at work at ths |

mine and it was shut down at once.
|

» 'The Dead
DAVID DONLEY.. aged 35, Kast Plke
street, Canonsburg.
JOSKEPH SANDONISKI, aged 146, New

Philadelphia, Pa.; married.

JOHN SAGER, aged 28, New Philadbl-

Urhia.

MICHAETL LOBOSKI, aged 23, New Phil-
adelphia.
GEORGE LOBOSKI, brother of Michael;

.aged 30, New Philadelphia; married.
WILLIAM MIGISH, aged 81, Midland.
HARRY SAPE, aged 27, South Lanons-

burg. .
TONY JERBISH, aged 28, Buffalo Fill.
WILLIAM STANDON, aged 29, New
Philadelphia: L
[ S Injured:
GEORGE ROSKI, aged 28, Buffalo Hill;
left hand cut off.

A8 the car in which the men  were rid- |
ing left the tragcks it turned on its side,
some cf the miners belng pinioned be-
tween the car and the wall. WIth the
support removed the roof caved in, crush-
ing the ‘men into an-almost unrecogniza-
ble mass.

Four of the men remained@ in the car,
but the wooden sides of the vehicle were
splintered and the tons of earth and slate
buried them,

As a result of a later investigation it
was ascertained that {t was a weak sec-
tion of the track that caused the acel-
dent. There were nine cars, with 40
miners aboard, attached to the motor car,
which was operated by Edward Sherrow.

The train was moving at about eight
miles an hour.
The second car from the motor. In

which there were 10 miners, jumped the
track at the wedk section. 7This caused
the next car to jump the track. Both of
these struck posts, suppo¥ting the roof of
the mine, and the momentum of the cars
e e e e e et e

in the rear forced these posts down. The
falllng of the foof supports and the jars
ring of the derailed cars dislodged 15 tous
of slate from the roof, which fell on the
car containing the 10 minuers.

Only two men esocaped death—the
motorman and George Roski.

The motorman was beyond the fall-
ing debris and Roski was in ‘the rear.
The latter ran to the mouth of the
mine and sounded the alarm. Quickly
g little resculng party was formed and
the men hurried back to the scenw of
the wreck.

A pile of debris, which blocked the
bassage, was encountered. ‘fhe band
Of rescuerg quickly went to work re-
moving the debris and soon the bodies
of the wunfortunate miners were un-
covered.

While this work was oing on word
of . the disaster had been spread
through the little hamlet adjoining the
mine. Wives, mothers and children of
the miners hurried to the mouth of
the pit and anxiously inquired for tid-
ings of their loved ones. It was with
difficulty that the women and rela-
tives could be restrained from rush-
inZz into the black hole,

As fast ag a hody was recovered it
was " tdken to. the entramnce and Lhe
crowd of relatives would swarm around
fn au endeavor to cateh s glimp L
the victimm, but the _pogies w
covered. AS soon as the rescuers
abuld carry the corpses to the waiting
ambulances, of which there wese four,
the bodieg wore taken to McNary’s
undertaking rooms, where they were
quickly prepared for burial.

The ‘undertakers worked rapidly and
the local corps of funeral directors was
augmented by a force of embalmers
from Washington.

The mine had resumed operation last
Mborday, after a shutdown of ten days,
during which time repairs were made.

Immediately after the accident opera-
tions were suspended and the work of
getting the big army of men out of the
mine was commericed. There were vari-
Ous ways in which the miners working
in" other sections of the mine could be
notifled and leave the pit.

The mine extends back under the hills
two and a half or three miles.

The news of the accident soon spread
among the residents of the nearby vil-
lage and in a short time there wWere nearly
1,000 men, women and children at the
entrance of the mine. When the bodies
were taken to the undertaking rooms part,
of this crowd went there. There they
were told that the dead could not be
recognized, and later the names of the
victins were announced. Six of the dead|
men were unmarried. {

In addition to having his hand cut off|
Roski received a fracture of the skuil |

At the local office of the Pittaburg
and 'Buffalo Coal company it was re-
ported that the miners were bgain
taken in the mine to work and tha
a “nigger-head,” or large piece of slaie
fell from the roof into the car, con
taining 10 men, killing nine and injur
ing one,




