DATED

January 21, 1907 - March 26, 1907

Dering Mine #7



Jan. 21,1907

¥r. Jas, Taylor,
State Mine Inspector,
Peoria, Ill.
Desr Sir:

T anm sending by accompanying mail a blue print showing
the holes in No. 3 Room, N:inth West, in Dering Coal Company's -
No. 7 mine, clinton, Ind. Also bhlue print of sketch of enfries
9 and 10 of same mine, from my remembrance, and therefore is sub-
jeet to revision. I was not able to send these Saturday as I
was in conference most all of the day.

T am in hopes that the laocal Dering officials will act
promptly in getting us maps of this portion of their mine from
actual surveys.

T am also sending by accompanying mail a blue print map of the
cardiff mine from recent survey. As sooﬁ as my assistant can get
around to it, I want him to make a new tracing which will he more
presentable than the old one. When it is made I will send you a
copy of same.

Yours very truly,

P. 8. Owing %o conference again taday, could not finigh the sketch
maps. Will send withuut fa il tomorrow.



Chicago, Jan, 22, 1907,
¥r. R. R, Hammond, President,

Dering Coal Co.,

€ld Geleny Bldg.,
chigago.,
Doaur gir:

T enclose herswith one blue print copy of sketeh map of
seene of explaosion in your ¥No., 7 Hine. Pending the ¢ampletion
0f the survey now bsing made, this may be of interaest te you.
J am sending one by accompanving mail te M, smith,

If you desire any more copies, I will heg glad to furnigh
them,

Yoursg fruly,
I/enc,



Chivego, Jan. 22, 1907.

Mr. B. 7. Bent, Becly.,
Illinois Coal Operatorg Lisbility Ina. Co.,
1318 First Natlonal Bank Bldg.,
thicago.

Dear Sir:

T enclose copy of gketeh mayp relating to Dering mine ¥o.

%, for your information.

Yours truly,
I/enc,



Jan. 22,1907,

¥r. Jas. Taylor,
gtate Mine Inspector,
Peoria, X1ll.
Dear Sir.

I enclose herewlth three blue print copies of the maps
relating tc the explosion in %&he No. 7 of the Dering Coal Co.
One point s arisen which w@(cverlooked on Friday, namely,
the condition of the top of the Box found in the middle cross~
cut of the 10th west The top of t is box, as you will recall,
was thrown againat the brattice over in the cormer, As on the
previocus day I had worked on the theory that it was a blown out shot
in No. 3 room that caused the trouble, I did not examine this
cover so carefully, but if the ocover was still badlocked to the top
of the box, and if there was no crack or opening in the taop of
the box, it would look as if the seat of the trouble ocould not
ve in the box, but external to it. Another blown out keg was
found in this vid nity, but I do not know the precise locality.
Can you give me any information about thia, or about the padlock-
ed box?

Fortunately, before I left Clinton I suggested to wr. smith
that he should secure the box as an exhibit. I have today
wired to him asking about thed padlocked box, but ha¥e not yet
had reply.

Yours truly,




Chieago, Jan. 22, 1907.

Mr, 5. K. 8mith, Divigion Manager,

Dering Coal Company,

Terre Rsute, Tnd,
Desr gir:

If I recall correctly, a second blown out powder keg was
found in the vicinity of the little erogs-cut of the l0th west.
The loeation of the powder kegs was chalked on the cang, and I
believe that fn addition you slso had & record. Wikl you please
inform me the exact location of the forr or five blewn out kegs
found.

T enclose herewith two conles of a sketch map of thae 9th
and 10th west, which may be of service to won pending the complei=
ion of your survey. T will be obliged if you will go over sume
carefully and let me know if there is anyvthing wrong, marking
on cne of the printg what is incorrect and returning 4o me.

Yours truly,
I/enc.



Jan.23,1907.

Pistrict Xorecaster,

U. S. Weather Bureau,

Indianapolias, Ind.

Dear 8ir:

For purposes of investigation intc the cause of the recent
mine explosion nexr Clinton, Ind., I should like to cobtain a
record of the barometric readings covering the following perilod;
from saturday, Jan. 12th, to Jan. 18th, inclusive. If possible, I shi
should like this by hourly periods. If this cannot be provided,
I ghould like to have the readings on Jan. 34th, from 6 A, M., to
12 P. M., and on Wednesday, Jan. 16th, between 10 A. M., and
3 P, M., and on Jan. 18th between 10 A. M., and 3 P. M. Ag
stated previously, I should like to have it consecutively from
Jan. 12th to 18th. The explosion occurred at 6:40 A. H., Jan.
14th, If there is any weather bureau station nearer to Glintaq
than Indianapolis, I should prefer the records from the nearest
station.

T trust you will see your way to giving me this information,
and as promptly as possible, as the matter is of importance,

Yours very respectively




GLENN W. TRAER, PRESIDENT. R. R. HAMMOND, Vice-PRES'T & TREAS. E. T. BENT, SecRre"

ILLINOIS COAL OPERATGRS MUTUAL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY
INSURANCE COMPANY

1312 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

TELEPHONE CENTRAL 6176

CHICAGO, ILL.. January 23, 1907,

Mr. Geo. S. Rice,
734 The Rookery,
Chicago.
Dear Sir 3
Your favor of the 22nd, enclosing copies of sketch maps relating
to accident at Dering Mine No., 7 at hand.
Thanking you for same, I am,

Respectfully,

X
& e




THIRD DISTRICT
COUNTIES:
LIVINGSTON, MARSHALL, PEORIA, PUTNAM
STARK, WOODFORD

JAMES TAYLOR. STATE INSPECTOR

STATE OF LiNnel s,

Boonsas Ja

¥r.G.S.Rice,
Svpt,C.C.Co,

Chicago,Ill.
My dear Sir:-

The top of the box in the second cr middle
cross—-cut in the 1C Vest was very badly broken,but as to
tlie condition of the padlock,yov will remember I was not
so sure,ané you then requested Mr.Smith to make suré and
secvre this box.

I picked up the second keg that had been exploded
outward,at the cross-cut bstwemn the Main South entry,and
and the mein South eir-course;the kKeg was nearer to the
Main air-course then the kain entry,end it was in a direct Aé;‘”
with the 17 West entry,as indicated on the enclosed sketch
thus-z.

Yours truly:



L.R.14; 1907, (L.H.D.)

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Climatological Service of the VWeather Bureau

INDIANA SECTION

INDIANAPOLIS January 24, 1907,

Mr. Geo. 3. Rice,
The Rookery,

Chicago, I1ll.

In accordance with your request,dated January 23, 1907,
I take pleasure in handing vou hercwith a tabulated statement show-
ing the atmosvheric pressure}at this station for each hour on Jan-
uary 12, 1907, to January 18, 1907, inclusive,

This is the nearest Weather Bureau station to Clinton, Ind,

at whieh barometer readings are recorded.

Very respectfully, - ¢
ﬂz/ ’:’7, 7/;/2”' '/// R
- S S ST v

e
Section Director.
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Barograph Record (sStation Prassure, i,e., Barometer Yeadings Cox-
rected for Temperature but not for Flevation) at Indianapolis, Ind., Jan-
uary 12 to 18, Inclusive, 1907,
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Chicago, Jan. 24, 1907.

¥r. E. T. Bent, Secoretary,
I11l. Coal Oprerators Mutual Bmp. Liability Inm. Co.,
1312 Pirst National Bank Bldg.,
Chicago.
Dear Sir:

I encloss herewith copy of letier sent te Mr. 8. K. Smith Jan.
28nd. I have not yet had reply, but I presume ¥Mr. Smith has been
extremely busy. In corresponding with Mr. Jaas. Taylor, he states
thet he did not obmerve aheut the padleck in the box mentioned, and
48 relying on the suggestion I made to Mr. Smith in nis presence, ask-
ing that he take possession of the bhox as an exhibit. ¥r. Teyvlor
writes that the second powder can he picked up and which was exploded
cutwardly, was near thae mouth of the Tenth Weat, hetween the Pirst
Cross~eut and the Main South. This would have been "outside® of
where the twoe men were found, and about fifty feet "outside® of the
oress~qut where the powder hox and other exploded keg were found.

In the event that the padlock is atill on the box and the fop was

tight, we will have fo0 look to this exploded cam picked up by Mr.

Taylor as baing the source of the explosion, theorizing that it was
carried tc the point where he found it either by ene of the visiters
after the explesion, or else by the current of the gases resulting from
the explosion subsequent to the blowing up of the kKeg itaelf. There does
not appear to be anything to locate whers this can came from, therefore,

the evidence regarding it is very unsatisfactory. As you Buggested yes-



E. . B.

terday, yovr defense will have to be(ﬁnatfuated to embrace as causes
either the explosion of one of the kegé in the Trath West, or the
poesibility of the blown out shot in Room Three, Ninth West.

Yours truly,
1/eng.



Chic'lgo, Jan. 25, 19070

Mr. R. R. Hammond, President,

Dering Coal Company,

0ld C.lony Bldg.,
Chiecago.

Dezr Sir:

I am sending herewith a2 blue print of the scene of No.
7 ¥ine accident, at Clinton, Ind., which has been revised from
some information obtained through your Mr. Smith.

Yours -truly,
I/enc.



Chieago, Jan. 25, 1907.

¥Mr. .E. T. Bent, Sec'y.,
T1linois Coal Oprs. Mutual Pmp. Liability Ins. Co.,
1312 First National Bank Bldg.,
Chieago.
Dear Sir:

T am sending herewith two copies of a report, which I
rather hurriedly made up this afternoon, with the sxpectation
that it might be nsed in connection with Mr. Epperson. HMr. Traer
informs me ﬁhat_you do not expect tb give him such written
revorts at the present time at least. I have of course given anoth—
er copy of this report to Mr. Traer. My detailed feport covering
all my notes wilingg ready until Monday. The chiaf value of it
will be to preserve the records, The report I am sending here-
with embraces my ideas of the explosion.

T am saclosing herewith twe blue print copiles of the mpp
which I prepared 2 few days age, which has been revised from some
information about the tracks, doors, etc., obtained for me by Mr.
Smith., The most important information that Mr., Smith gave 1s
with ref:rence to the broken box in the middle cross-cut being
still padlocked. You will note I have explained about this in
the sceompanying report.

Yours truly,

,I/enc.



Chieago, Jan.

Mr. S. K.Smith, Division Mgr.,
Dering Coal Compsany,
Terre Haute, Ind.
Dear Sir:
T enclose herewith a copy of revised map.

If you wigh other copies, please lot me know.

25, 1907.

Yours truly,

I/enc.



JLENN W. TRAER, PRESIDENT. R. R. HAMMOND, VICeE-PRES'T & TREAS. E. T. BENT, SECRETARY

ILLINOIS COAL OPERATORS NMUTUAL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY
INSURANCE COMPANY

1312 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

ELEPHONE CENTRAL 6176

CHICAGO, ILL., Jan. 26th 1907

Mr., Geo. S. Rice,

734 Rookery, Chicago, Illi.
Dear Sir :

I have your favor of the 25th inst with various enclosures
as stated which are favorable. I await with interest your full
report.

Yours truly,

SID fBe il



Chicsgo, Jan, 26, 1907,

¥r. W. 7. Blythe, Section Rirector,
tnited States Weather Bureau,
Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear 8ir:
T have your favor of the 24th, with enclosed tabulated statement
of atmoapharic pressure from Jan. 18th to 38th inclusive.
This is just what I desire, and I thank you very much for your

trovble.

Yours wvery respectfully,



Chicago, Jan. 26, 1907.

Mr. Jas. Taylor, State Mine IRspectoer,
Paoria, I1l.

Dear Bir:

I am sending herewith & blug print of the map which I prepared
a few dayg ago of the soene of the aceident at Dering No. 7
Mine, at CGlinton, Ind. Thia map has been revieed from some
information about fhe tracks, doors, ete., ovtained for ne by
¥r. 8. K. Smith.

Youra truly,
¥/enc.



DeErING CoaL COMPANY

OPERA HOUSE BLOCK

GENERAL OFFICES: TERRE HAUTE, IND. ZﬂVO7.
OLD COLONY BUILDING

CHICAGO

Mr. George S. Rice,, Hining Engineer,

Chicago, Ili,.

gar Sir:

Referrying to your request 1o me to Tind out whers the man whe
was blown to pieces in the explosion at our #7 Mine, at Clinton, was going
at the time of the explosion:

He was going from the 1st room on the 8th west into tho 9th west
entry to turn a room therse,

Very truly vours,
S *

SKS~Li Distriet Hanager.



March 26th,07,.

“r. B. T. Bent,
lst Wat'l. Bank Bldg.,
Chicago, I.ls.
Dear Sir:-

I a= sending you herewith two copies of my detailed report
on the explosion at the #7 lime of the Dering Coal Co., near Clinton,
Indiana. In this report I have recorded all my notations made in the
mine in a wayv to preserve them in form, so that they can be used by
your lawyers if necessary. I would like, however, 1o call your atten-
tien to the last two pages erbracing my conclusion.

Regarding the preliminary report which I made vYou on Jan.
25tn. Xr. Jenkins has asked if he shall furnish a copy of g:me to
“r. S. XK. Smith, District ¥anager of the Dering Coal Co., whiech
report should be furnished you are a hetter Judge than I.

I note in looking over my report of Jan. 25th, there are
one or two typographical errors. Page two, third line, there should
be the word (and) introducing "-ain South" (and) "Air Course" In the
twelth line from the bottom of the page, insert the word (powder)
between "exploded" (and) "ean". On the third page, tenth line from
the top, the word "and" between "Jan.l6th" (and) "two days", should
be omitted. 1In the eighth line from the bottom the wording within
the carenthesis gigns should be (M¥iners 11 and 12 Rast) .

Yours sincerly,
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@hicage, Jan. 23, 1907.

Mr. E. T, Bent, Secretary,
Illinois €oal Opsrators Mutual Emp. Liability Ins. Co.,
1%12 Pirgt National Bank Bldg.,
¢hivago.
Dear Sir:

I beg to make the following report of my trip to Clinton, Ind,,
in conneetion with the explomion which occurred 3in Mine Fe, 7, Dering
Coal Company, mear Glinton, Ind., on Jan. 1l4th, 1807, at about 6:40 A.M.

w wtmedl 7 eam Wt Rulled - ot Ho

I arrived at Clinton at 3:54 A. ¥., and went downt the mine shortly
after the arrival of your Atterney, Mr. Buokingham, of Banville, at
9:30. Mr. Buokingham, Mr. Jenkins and myself drove out to the mine,
arriving there about 10:00 A,M, We found none of the officers of the
Dering Coal Company. The Superintendent, Mr. Bd Shirkie, and the mine
Manager, Mr, Hughes, were said to be at Brazil as witnesses in a dammge
suit there. The highest man in suthority that we found was boss. traeck
layer, Phil Roberts, who accompanied ms in our trip into the mine.

We took safety lamps and lanterns and yrwwdo& rapidly down the
main pouth entry until we reacheéd s point where the first effects of
the explosion could be observed. This was at what 18 Xnown as the
second mriing. Cars ef coal were ?stm&ing on one of the tracks,
These gars had conaié-eré.ble fine coal dust énpoﬁiteﬂ over game, dut no
grit or ceke was noted,

VENTILATING CURRENT. It may here be noted that all of the workings

in Main Baﬁth and Air Course ars on one split of air, The iatake,
pasging south on the main air eom{m is deflected by a door intoc the
7th Bast, thenece coming owt the 8th sami,ngain passing sowth in the
air ecovrse, again deflected eastward into the Ninth Bast, back in the
Tenth Bast, thense south to the Elevenils Bast and into same, and out
the Tnm}i East shence to the fage of the air ooeurse, through a cross
eut into the main South, thence Berih to the Tenth West, into same and
them out the Ninth Wawk, ageln nerws in %he Nain Seuth Entry to the
Eighth West, into same and out the S#venth West, again morth in the
Main Bouth to the §ixth West, into Wamm; ut the Fiftn West, again
north, and out of the field of investigatiém., This split whenmemsured
-le



by Mr. Ja. Taylor, near the mouth of .ue Bighth West BEntry, on Jan.
18th, showed about 4000 cu..ft..per minute.

Sen f‘h mey be well to call attention to a discrepaney

in the mumbers given the east side entries. In enuvmerating the entries
above I have given the designations by the miners. The map gives the
numbers of the entries two less jin each case. That is, the last pair
on the map is Ninih and Tenth, instead of Eleveath and Twelfth, as
called by the ﬁainers. The map is more consistent, as it makes the east
sntries sorragpond in mwmbers with the <o oppppifdy; pair on the west
side, but the coromer stated at the imguest that the miners® naming
should prevail,

There is a door in the Main South between the Pifth and Sixth
West. This door opens "outwardly” in the direction of the current of
air, and in this connection, it may be noted that all of the ventilatinmg
doors open in the direction of the air current. This door between the
Fifth and Sixth West was uninjured and urmarred, btut five or six powder
tans were observed by me on the merning of Jan. 16th in a rolled up
condition on the outside of the above mentioned door. These cans had
plainly been rolled along for considerable distances. There was also
considerable fine coal dust in the vigeinity of the mouth ef the Sixth
West, such dust on the rail being compressed by a car remning over same
to about an ineh in thickness, but there were no other evidences of
any explosive force. Mr. Roberts stated that all the men in the Fifth
and Sixth West had no trouble in getting out after the explosgion; oxie
man in fact wes found loading coal,

Passing through the above mentioned door beiween the Pifth and
Sixth West, we passed the mouth of the gress cut leading directly inte
the Fifth Bast (miners' Seventh), which is about 50 feet “inmide" of
the S8ixth West and on the opposite gide.

41’. nay be well
to explain what is meant by the terms "in" and "out", and "inwardly”

Ly

and "outwardly". They are used in the miners’ aenss the former meaning
further into the mine, that is, in the direection of the face,
and the datte?, further out of the mine, that is, away from the face
and toward the shaft. ,
In the Main South, 12 feet "ingide" of the first gross cut "ingide”
of the Fifth Bast (miners Seventh), or in ethar words, about 72 feet

*ingide” of the latter, a nearly mlla_hg of powder was noted standing



at the sige, and on the middle of the road several handfulls of coarse-
grained powder were scattered in little heaps. The grains were damp and
soft from absorption of moisture, but still retained their form. It
was explained by Roberts that this soattered powder was spilled from
the powder gan shbanding at the side, but which was in the middle after
the explosion, and that in resewing & couple of men immediately “inside”
of where the powder was found, the gan liad been rolled over, thus
8pilling some of the powder, —A&ﬂbkm‘;it may be stated that the
invariable custom of the miners of this ¥n, ¥ mine in opeaing powder is
to sitrike a pick into the top of the ean. They then cork the kole with
& loose paper wad.

The above mentioned two men who were rescued were found just "inside
of the place where the full powder kég was Tound, and about 75 feet
*ingide"of the Fifth Bast (miners' Beventh), These two men were partly
suffocated, bn"qg were otherwisze uminjuwred, and were later revived.

Their dinner pails wére noted wpset, Put the food showed no effect of
the violence. Several eggs, evidently relled out of the buckets, wera
not smashed.

On the right hand side of ths Main South Entry, about 150 feet
*ingide"of the Pifth FEast (miners' Beventh), and abowt 100 feet "ocutside”
of the meaa’t-_h of the Seventh West, I noted a roll of paper such as is
uged by the miners for making cartridges or "dvmmies®. The roll, avideat

1y a new one, about four inches in aia‘mst'er and about two feet long,
had a strap passed through the eéénjtcr of safte mgr?:ntdhe outside length-
wige of the roll, evidently wsed for a handle in carrying. The outer
layem of paper were dented and somewhat brokenm, plainly showing that
the roll had étruek against various owe’cta. The outer leaf was black-
ened by fine coal dust, but it ghowsd no evidences of burning or scorch-
ing, nor were there any coke particles adhering.

Fifty feet further "in" or fifty feet "outside” of the Seventh
West, there is a oross eut to the sir course through which a track runs.
It is called the Seventh and Eighth West CUt-off, and is vsed for hauling
expties from the air gourse”into"the Seventh and Eighth west.

he system of hauling through
the‘ south entries is for the loadm eouming out of the cross entries to
run "out” (north) on the Main South Emtry, 411 emptiss going "in® (south

-5



use the ai sourse. Immediately"owtsi. of each pair of West Entr. s
there i# a track passing through a sross cut to the alr course, and
ag wbove mentioned, this is called a cut~off.Thé switch of each out-
off, being for empties passing"in™,only,points "inward". At the above
mentioned gcut-off O;,F the Seventh West in the angle bhetween the two
tracks Jjust "outside” of the frog, a place was pointed out on the
ground by Roberts where the body of a man was found, The head and
shoulder had been blown off and the body completely stripped of clothiag.
Later I was informed by one of the men said to have helped take out the
body that, while it was net badly dburnt, that the hair on the lower
part of the body was burned or seorched. I was also informed that
almost all of the bones of the body were broken, Part of the hesd was
said to have been found a little smouth of the body in the mouth of the
cut-off. While the man had besn gsubjected to tremendous violense, it
will be noted that he was not disesbowelled. While obsew}ﬁ%a place,
we plcked wp one of his shoses and the trousers-leg in the immediate
viecinity. Also, there was a rempant of a curtain on the middle of the
track. It may be here noted, that there were several curtains missing
further "imside”, notably at the Ninth and Tenth West. Several miners'
tools were scattered along the sidle for a short distance, é. charger and
tamping bar (and I think an auwger was found, but I failed to put the
latterf\;ifin in my note Book and gannot positively state about it).
Thig man was iﬁeniiried a2z ome who had been working in the second

room on the Eighth West. He had been directed by the mine Manager to

HoReY-to the 9th West emtry and turnsd a room théres At the mo-
Beit of the explosién ke Was unguestionably im thée nain sduth
entry preceedlfig south. 'As the msuth of the 8th Wabé 14 80! if-
Bide of the cutsoff whébe thé body was Found, he mmst kave been
vblown this distanse and possibly more.

Hain B0uth when the explosion voeuirud.

Al wetWeRR WS pUInTy sial

L omhabed

hé wiuld hmve been garried about 100 feet to where found.

Between the Seventh West and the Bighth West in the mine there is
a door and frame. The door opened “ontwardly® in the direetion of the
air, as usval in this mine. The door was not injured by the explosion,

it had evidently been blown wide open at the first rush of air.
-4~



The injury .o the frame was oW the west side of the door, between the
frame preper and the rib, a spsge of about 2 1/2 feet, filled by a par-
tition. This partition had been blown eut. At the time of my inspest-
ion new boards had been nalled across this 2 1/2 foot space. The side
walls were dut very little marked, even on this side of the door there
was little soarring from flying objects hitting i%. Such searring was
noticeable on prejeeting points only. No eoking or other heating was
cbserved in the immediate vicinity.

There was a doorway in the cut~off where the man was found, I
find I have failed to inquire whether this was blown out or not. At the
time of my visit a door was in place, which I think to haye been the old
doer.

In the eress-cut,leadingstraight through to the Seventh East{minera'
Ninth) there was a door which had besen blown eastward ten or tifteen
feet to the edge of the air aburn, and I am further informed that it
was too much broken wp for use, A new door had been put wp at the time
of my imspection., At the switoh from the Main South into the above
¢ross-cut loose fine pieges of coal and dust had been blown over one
or the other rail from three to four inthes deep. In going further in
the Main SBouth the next two cross-cuts had the brattices blown out
eastward, it was reported. They had been re-duilt at the time of my vis-
it. The method of building the brattices in cross-cuts in this mine 1s
to put in a wooden bratiice and then pile up dirt on either side. In
most of thoss observed,the dirt is piled up from three to four feet
high, leaving two er three fest of boards exposed,

The Third Gut-off from the Seventh Bast (Miners' Ninth) was blown
westward, I am go informed, but in the work of renewing the brattice
the evidence had been destroyed.

The next cress~cut going in,is the cut-off of the Ninth West.

The door in this had been blown #a8%t, but had been set up again at the
time of my visit, but I made notation that the frame showed the nove-
ment eastward, From this peint into the face of . the Main South all
the brattices were reported to have been blown eastward, but all had
been re-erected at the time of my visit, except the last two en the
entry. It will be noted from the foregeing that only one brattise or
door had been blown west, namsly, the third brattice®imside” of the

Seventh Hast (miners' Ninth). %here was no door betwsen the Ninth West
~B-



and the th West, but there bad bse. & curtain which had been b. sn
completely away. A new curtain had been erested, Up to the Tenth West
a1l movement of loose matsrial in the Main South had evidently hsen
"outward®, that is, nerthward. From the mouth of the Tenth West the
movement of loose material had evidently been "inward", or south, up
to the last eross-cut. As stated in connection with the doorway he-
tween the Seventh and Bighth West, there was comparatively little mark-
ings on the rivs or roof; hers and thers small projecting knobs had
been knosked off, and behind 8light projections there had heen a little
greater apcewmulation of dust. BSush markings had to be ohserved cloge-
ly to be ssen at all, and were more in the nature of faint shadews casi
by 8light projections from a light beyond. No evidence of heat was ob-
served along the Main South. MNumerovs small pieces of paper were
encountered, particularly "inaside” of the Tenth West, but which did not
show secorching. These, however, were amall and light, and might readil
have heen drawn from their resting places by the suction wroduced by
condensation of the heaxted gases after the explosion. A pair of sight
strings were observed, in the Main South between the month of the Tenth
West and the last eress-cut, which were not scorched. If there were
any plumb-weights on them or chunks of coal as ordinarily used,

these had been blown away, but the strings themselves were not injured.
There were two cross-cuts "inside® of the Tenth West without brattices
or curtaing at the time of my visit on Jan. 16th, in other words,

were open.

We procesded sautiocusly, and I tested for gas with the Davy lamp
which I sarried, but was unsble to obtain any "eap" showing fire-damp.
We progeedsd until we had reached the face of the Main South Entry,
which 18 about 60 or 70 feet "inside” of the last open cross-cut.

A new gross-cut at the regular interval of ahout fifty foot centers
has not been ranished through into the air course, but I was afterwards
informed they had a smell hole through., At the face of the Main

South loose coal from the shots on the previous Saturday night was
found. Thers was a sound of hissing and bubbling, which suggested

gas, but neither I nor ¥r. Jenkins, testing with separate Davy lamps,
were able to obtain any showing of fire-damp, even on holding the lsmp
close to one of sugh hiszsing points. This noise was due to water

bleed from the fage of thw coal. If fire-damp was given off,
it was less quantities than eonlg‘gg ohserved with



the safet, Jlamp,.

In a gross-cut baetween the Main South and the air course, "inside
of the Tenth West, and where the brattice had been blown east, as per
previousg statement, the top 3ar£ of « powder hox had heen blown 0ff, tc
the east shout three feet, leaving the bottom part of the hox with a
can of powder standing undisturbed on the hottom, This powder can was
about two~thirds full of powder with a paper stouper in same, which
showed no evidences of scorching.

TERTH WEST . After going to the face of the Main South, our
party re-traced their steps back to the mouth of the Tenth West, enter-
ing same. There is no track in the mouth of the entry, the track pass-
ing through the first cross-cut from the Ninth Went, and thence on to
the face. Between the mouth and thig first cross-cut is & distange of
about thirty feet. There were 8 number of teols sirewn ahout, which
my or may not have becn moved here by the explosion. They md ths
aypearange, however, of being thrown in different directions, Whils
not hearing directly cn the explosion, an auger was found here, which
meagured eight feet long, with the cutting edge flated to 3 1/2 inches
in diameter. A keg of powder was found here about one-third full,
with a puper sork in smme. Another,badly battered and dented open,
wag found on second visit %o contain powder. I was later informed
that one of the men who was killed, had been found in the middle of the
entry at this point. He is said to 'ave worked in rvom No, 1, He
was not mueh burned, and plainly suffocated.

At the mouth of the first cross-out, and opposite the first room,
we encountered an empty car off the track. We were afterwards informed
that this car had been found by the party erscting the brattices immed-
igtely aftor the explosion, "within" the cross cut, and butted up
against anothar empty ear, which was lodged crosswise of the cross-cut
abw t the middle of sanme, and which was there at the time of our inspec:
ion. Immediately north of it there was a curtain frame, in place and
uninjured. The curtain was said to have heen in place, but the rescue
party thought it was out and set up a temporary curtain on the south
side of the car., It is apparsent from the position of the car that the
latter did not come through the curtain frame from the north, that is,
from the Ninth West. We were later informed, on inquiry, that the

driver stated the two gars in quesfion had been left hy Hre~drirer
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Saturday afternoon, prior to shooting-time in the Tenth West-S8outh. Th
car at the mouth of the cross-cut, and which was noted hy the parties
at bothingpections, had certain interesting features, The gate, which
in this mine is always headed towards the "ingide" or fase of the work
ings, had the right~hand part of the top of the second board knocked
into the car. From certain blackening and the uresencs of cgoke partie
on the edges of the remaining boards, it was evident this had been
knocked off prior to the sxplosion. At the toy of the gate on the
right-hand corner there was a heavy band of coke particles, three-eigh
of an inch thick, several inches wide, and extending from near the top
edge down four or five ingnes to the hottom of the first hoard. The
peculiar and intsresting feature of this was that the left edge of it
extended in a perfectly straight line parallel with and half an inch
away from 8 vertical iron bar on the face of the gate, Thig iron bhar
projecied about half an inch from the face of the car, and it was
immediately apparent on inspection that it was not nescessary to fix th
position of the car, no matter where the car was at the time of the
explosion, %o see that the direction of the impinging current of pro-
ducts of explesion had struck the gate at an angle of 45°. The fore-
going two points suggest that the two cars had heen driven to the
position where found, not hy the explosion, but by the diseharge of th
heavy shots on the previous Saturday evening. The grade of the Tenth
West-3onth is slightly "outward", so that if the cars were set gtrongl
in motion by a more or less windy ghot, they wonld run out te the Tent
West, swinging around the curve, the first car jumping the track, the
second car aiding to throw it around crosswise by its impetus, and als
Jumping the track, where it was found by the men putting up brattisces
goon after the expleosion. Wr. Broek, a miner, and spokesman of the
pit commitiee, who alded in this, pointed out on the inspection the
following Priday the leocxation of the car where it ad heen found in
the ¢rossg-gut. In this position the force of the explosion passing
eastward in the Tenth West, and hranching in the eross-cut, would have
struck the end of the car at an angle of ahout 45°. The breaking of
the gate might have been done by the shot in the face of the Tenth
West-South Entry on Saturday evening, which, I conjeeture, set the
cars in motion down the entry, the force of which was possibly augment

by the other Povr shots, which the ghot firer (Larson) testified befor



the corown that he had fired in this ond the Ninth Wesi-South ent: ies
at one time. ¥He stated that he did not return after the five shotis
had been fired, so did not know the effect. Wo hesting of the roof
wag observed in the immediate vlcinity of the eross-cut, nor heyond
the coking of the corner of the gar, were there any neticeable partic-
les of coke. The car was sanewhat blackened hy dust, dut not markedly
A little inside of the first erdgs-cut, and ten feet from the corner .
of the second cross-cut, the body of one of the men who had been kille
was said to have been found. T understand his n:me was Welf,-and that
he worked at the face of the Tenth West. Roberts, wh§ accompanied us
on Jan. 16th, did not know the exact .location, but Mr. Broek, on Jdan.
18th puinteévit out; The man was salid to have been found with face
down, 1like the other, with his head toward the outside, bhut this man,
unlike tha other, was seriously burned, sc¢ badly blackened that it
was stated by the men who found him that they were not sure whether it
wag not a negro's body.

At the pecond cross-cut, which is alpo the middle one on this
vair of entries, interesting evidence was found. On the floor of the
cross-cut the lower half of a powder or tool hox was found, evidently
in its original position, with tools resting on it. A blown-out pow-
der keg was found at the outer righi-hand corner of the cross-out,
with an oil can close by it. The powder keg was flared out in the sid
seams. It had not burst the heads, indicating the sexplosion had hesn
more in the -nature «f a burning of the powder, rather than an instan-
taneous sexpiosion. The keg M d originally been opened by a pick
driven througn the top. Up to the date of writing ihis it is not Xnow
whether the powdar Xeg belonged in the box nearby or was elsewhere.

while blackened

The interior of the box, did not show buwrning. The top of the hox had
been thrown us-side down on a pile of dirt built against the brattice,
five or slx feet away from the hottom, The adjacent brattice had not
been blown out, although it had been shaken, that is, one or iwe
boards were locsened. At the time of my examination this 4op had not
been touched., T asked Mr. S, K. Smith to secure the box as an exhibit
and to see if it was still vadlocked., He states that it was padlocked
and this held the lid to the uyper part of the front side of the box.
The lid of the box did not have hinges, dut slid back inte place,
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This woul allow an open erack fhrough which it was posgible to drop
a spark.

Going further in on the Tenth West, no special evidence was
noticed until the Third and last cross-cut was reached. Gas was tested
for at the fuce of the Tenth West, but none was indicated by the Davy
lamy. A heavy shot or shots had hesn fired at the face of the
Tenth West-South, throwing soms of the coal back thirty or forty feat
to the mouth of the cross-eut. I suspect that this is what drove the
cars down the entry on Saturday night.

At the last cross-cut, which necessarily was an open one, toels
lay strewn around on the bottom, Bvident ly they had been disturbed
from the point where stored. A large powder box was feund in the
middle of the cross-cut, placed diagonally and resting on the tools,
It was not apparent where the box had been moved from: MNr, Roberts
did not know., One of the miners, then working on brattices in the
mine, was calied in, and claimed that the box belonged against the
side of the g¢ross-cut, about five fuet away, southeast of where it was
found, The two positions are indieated on the accompanying map.

The box was stiil padlocked, and not damaged, Coke particles showad
at both ends, but more on the end towards the north as it then stoed,
but there was some coke pariicles adhering all around it, I was later
informed bv Mr. Smith that on opening the box an exploded powder keg
was found within,

On the west nide of the cross-cut, in a slight recess of the
rib, a few feet away from the Ninth West, there was a powder keg vartly
filled with powder, and with a papér cork, uninjured, and showing no

signs of having been moved, and the cork showing no signs of scerching.

NINTH WEST-SOUTH. The face of the latter was tested for gas,
but none shown by the Pavy lamp., A heavy shot or ghots had hsen fired
in the facs, throwing some of the coal back thirty or forty feet, to
a point not far from the crogs-cut. Opposite the innsr eorner of the
cross~cut an empty pit car stood at the time of the examination., This
car had been thrown of £ the track. It had apparently been driven off by
being forced "inwards" towards the face, It was not apparent wﬁethgr
thia was done either from a shot in the last room neck off the Ninth
&est, which was a little"outside® of where the car stood, or from the
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explosio The gate at the west end . the g¢ar is plited on the sast,
or interior, face with particles of coke. In apparent contradictien to
this, the east end of the car is not marked or coated.

On the roof opposite the cross-cut, and at the east end of the
car, there is considerabls evidence of heating, indiecated hy the ecoke
particles adhsring to the roof. This extended for a distance of Bix
or eight feet, but it was not observable in the cross-cut itself,

Thig heating is fiftesn or twenty feet “inside” of the No. 3 room,
Abcut the same distance ontside of the mouth of No. 3 room there ig als
evidence of heating on the roof, but not so much. A very small powder
box seis alongside of the north rib, twenty feet from the "outgide® of
¥o. 3 room. It ie entirely uninjured and not moved at all. There are
very noticeable globules of coke on the west end of the hox, a little
on the front of same, but none at all on the east end.

In the Ninth West-South, opposite room No, 3, there is a wooden
track. There is no switeh into the room. A blown-out shot was found
in room No. 3., The face of room No, 3 is twenty~three feet from the
side of the entry. This blown-out shot had thrown coal south~westerliy
Pa8t the corner of the room neck, breaking one of the rails of the
track in the entry and piling over the top of the other, and some goal
wa8 thrown against the opposite rib of the entry. In the entry the
forece of this blown-ont shot had heen expended "inwardly® towards the
last oross cut.

This blown-out shot had resulted from a dead hole near the top in
the right-hand corner of the #3 room. About three feet of the hole stil
remained in the solid coml, widsned out to six inches diameter at the
mouth by the blowing-out process. Measurements of this and of other
holes in this room were taken, and a plat is submitted with this report.
Evidently another dead hole had been fired within a day or two prier
to Saturday, four feet of the hore of the hole ptill remaining, but it
did not show evidence of 80 badly a blown-out shot as the other.

It was in the bottom. Coal thet had been thrown off had gone southeast.
The man employed in Xo. 3 room, John Breslina, was said not to have
gone into the mine at all on the morning of the explosion.

In the second room no recent shots had heen fired, but the miner
who worked in same, John Bregor, had gone in on the morning of the 14th,
and had been killed. His body was(;§§d to heve besn found irmediately



"outside® .f his room, his face down, and leaded towards the east,
showing he had tried %o escave. The man who worked in the fase nf the
entry, A. Hetrick, was aleso said to have been found hetween the first
and second rooms and in a similar position. HNeither of thsse men are
said to have been noticeably hurned,

In going east in the Ninth West from a point twenty feet east of
Room 3 no evidence of force of an explosion was encountsrsd. In the
first room, the face of which is in about forty-two feet from the sntr
a couple of heavy shots had besn fired on Saturday night. These had
thrown considerable of the coal back to the mouth f the room, (One of
these shots, in the right-hand corner, I measured on Jan. l6th, and
the measurements were repeated by some of the party on Jan, 18th.
The hole, as shown by the markings along the rib, was about ten fset
long, and four inches in diasmeter., 3'-1" of the hole was still in
the solid. At the point it had a 1lift of seven feet, The hole is8 a
trifle below the middle of the seam, which is here a little over six
feet thick, No connection between this dangerous hole nor those in
Ho. 1 room with the explosion now seems probahle, but at the time of
the first. inspection on Jan. 16th, it looked as if the blown-put shot
in room ¥o. 3, which had evidently been a windy one, had possibly not
been discharged until immediately prior to the explosion, and was re-
sponsible therefor. This was supported by the statements of the shot
firers, of whom we made inquiry on the night of Jan. 1l6th, and. the
testimony of whom was brought out the follewing morning bhefore the
coroner. Ths & 0t fir«rs claimed that they had fired hut one hole in
room No. 3, and Larson, the leader, stated that it was in the bhottom,
he thought on the right-hand side, hut was not clear abhout this point.
The blown-out shot was in the top and on the right rib, so that he
either overlooked same, or else fired it and did not reecall gorregtily.

MATN B0UTH AIR COURSE. During the investigation Jan. 16th enk

attention was directed to the point a little "ouiside" of the Tenth
Bast (miners' 12th) vwhere a miner, who worked in the air course was
said to have heen found dsad, and badly burned' Thig was at the inner
corner of the first crosm-cut, “"outgide” of the entry. In the cross-

cut a keg, burst open from the indide, was found and taken out of the
mine on Jan. 18th by one of the investigators, Mr. Jas. Tayler.
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TER. 1 £AST (MINERS' 12TH). It was noted at the mough of the

Tenth Bast that the "sight strings"™, hung from the roof, had not been
burned. TIf weights were formerly tied to the strings, they had been
blown away, but there waginoticeable.diaturbance to the strings.

A8 in the case of the "sights" in the Main South, they are hung from
nailsg driven into plugs in the roof, and therefore would be thrown up
against the roof with a passing blast, There is no track laid through
the mough of the Tenth Bast, the entry track goes through the first
crosg=cut into the Ninth West. At the turn an empty pit car was stand
ing knocked off the track northeastward. Prom the position of the
car,it wonld appear to have been driven off the track by a force exert
from the west, pushing it eastward, as it was driven off on the inside
of the curve. An outward force would have clearly driven the car off
the track to the outside of the curve. The car shows coke nariicles o
both ends and within the sar, about evenly distributed. There is heat
ing on the rooef a few feet west of the ear, indicating a flaming jimmed
iately over same £ 1In the cross-cut through which the track leads 1o
the Ninth (Miners' 1ith) there is a curtain frame, which shows congide
able coke. particles on the south side, particularly on the scast pest,
none at all en the north side of the frame, indicating the heated wur-
rent was from the south. This frame was about fifteen feet Pfrom the
heat effects near the car, Further ingide the 10th Bast from the ¢ar,
with the exception of loose, empty powder cans and small pieces of coa
and dirt, there is no evidence of violence all the way to the face.

I tgsted for gas in the firat and second rooms, and at the face,
but the bDavy lamp did not show any indication at all of fire-damp, in
spite of the fact that some of the curtains had been left open so that
there was no circulation of air through this pair of entries for sev-

eral hours.

NINTH EAST (MINERS'11TH). There was no evidence of violence

found in the Ninth East, nor any heating observed. I tested the face
of the entry for gas, but found nene with the Davy lamp.

AIR COURSE. On leaving the Ninth East we went south %out® ths
air course. After passing the croos-gut where the exploded can and bo
were sald to have been found, there could be seen aleng the road more
or less pieces of coal and wood and empty powder cans in a rolled up

condition, all indipating an outw?rd)northward direction of forée.
1%



Near the sighth Bast (miners' Tenth) wwo men were said to have been
found, suffocated, vmt not burned. One of these, it was claimed hy
one of the rescue party, had been heard to groan up %0 a smhort time
before they could get to him., Considerable doubt is felt that a man
could live for two hours after the explosion, sxposed all the time to
the resulting smoks and gases.

EIGHTH BAST (MINERS' 10TH). 1In the Bighth Bast I went into the

first two open rooms, which are rooms 2 and 3, testing for gas in both,
but obtaining no showing with the pafety lamp in either case, In roonm
2 a miner named Chas. Ogden work., In an interview given in the Terre
Haute Star, Ogden mtates, "A%t the mough £ roomw 1 (which was worked out
"I kept my paper, fuse, stec., and when we came up the entry (Monday
"Morning) we found that a ‘'windy' shot Saturday night had scattered
"my paper in the entry . Jones (who worked in room 3) helped pick up
"gome of it, and then while I finished gathering 1t up Jonss went on
"to his room. Just as ¥ finished, and while I was yet stooping over; a
*roar like the wind whistling around a house or threugh the woods, only
#¢wice 28 strong, came along, and I was thrown forward on my face."

"I threw up my arm to protect my face and felt myself carried
"forward, but had no idea how far, My cap was torm off and my lamp
"extinguished, I called to Bill as soon as I got my breath, and he
"angwered and cams toward me. As sBoon as T saw his light T crawled
"toward him and found I had been blown aleng the entry, past my room,
"and up to his room, No. 3, m distancs of over 100 feet, He helped me
*into his room, where the alr was good, and aftser about fifieen minutes

“when I had regained my strength somewhat, we started to try to get out,
¥Jones lod me from room to room, through ‘'break-throughs', until
"we came 10 the laBi room, when we were obliged toc go out into the entr
"It wag very hot, and the doors being down there was no circulation of
"air, and the smoke lay like a blankey.

"We were unable to go on, and retreated to a room, where there

"was a little water, By placing my fage near the water I got a little
"fresh air and revived somewhat.

"Jones made two attempis to get out, and finally decided we phould

wtry onee morea., Empiying the tobacco out of our szecks, we wet the sacks

®
in water, and holding gnem over our mouths and noses, crawled through
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"the sco.cuing hot entry till we reacned the sir esourse.”

He adds, "7 had never noticed any gas in the mine, and had no

fthought of any, but believe it was a gas exploslion. The wind rushed
" along at & terrible rate, and the air was full of powder cans, cap

"pisces, chunks of coal, and other things, with a roaring noise, like
g hurricane, through the woods.?

Mr. Ogden has a large scalp wound, and the skin was scraped off
his back, arms and hands,

The above feature is of interest, for having rsad his account
before going into the mine, we observed that very litile violence was
in evidence in this entry heyond the powder keg and scatiered dvst and
dirt on the roads., It will be noted that Mr., Ogden spesks of "smcke",
but not of after-damp. As he was in the entry, it is evident that the
forge c=:nnot have been very great or he would have besn more severely
injured. I believe no brattices wers blown oeut in this pair of entries
I tested for gas at the face of the Seventh Eaet, as well as the
Eighth East (Miners! Ninth and Tenth) but the Davy lamp did not ghow
any "capping".

The mouth of room No, 1, where Mr. Ogden states he was pieking up
papers, is about 35 feet from the air course, and measuring around the
roads, abhout 200 feetfrom the point where the man was hlown to pleces
on the ¥ain South,

In tk® air courss hetween the mouths of these Ssventh and RBighth
(miners' 9th and 10th) entries there is8 a doorway. This door openad
"inward" with the air current, hence, when the explosive force cans
Youtward® the frame as well as the dooerway was carfied north down the
air course. It was found in the Seventh Bast (miners' ninth) opposite
the first room about 35 or 40 feet from the air course, Tt will be
recalled that the cross~cut door in line with this entry betwoan the
alir course and the Main South had been blown “"inward" or east, to the
edge of the air course. It seems evident that the air course door
above mentioned cannot have been earried around a corner into the
Seventh East at one blast. Its inertia would have garried it onward.
It therefore seems probable that the explesive force, coming down the
air gourse struck the door and garried it to the mouth of the Seventh
Bast opposite the above mentioned cross-cut, and that a meoment later,

when the door in this eross-cui w?s ?1own eaBt, the first mentionsd doo
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was also ,.cked wp again and dropped where found, about fortg feet in-
gide the Seventh Bast. This pointed to one of two alternatives, that
the explosive force came out the air course first, and followed a
moment later by that whieh came out the Main South; or that the second
effect was produced by a local explosion of a keg of powder over in

the Main South, possibly the one which blew the miner to pieces.
However, in either case, an explosive blasgt must have struck the doer in
the alr course first.

Beyona, or north of this point in the air course there are no
further evidences of explosive force, beyond the dust and small lo@se
pieces of coul on the road, The Fifth West Cut~off is where the boy
{(who was empleyed in room No., 2 in Tenth West) and was on his way in at
the time of the explosion, came through into the air course and revived
there.

On finishing the examination to the outer end of the explosive

area, we returned to the shaft and were hoested out, about 5:30 (Jan.

1l6th.

That evening we thought it advi sible to follow up the matter of
the shot firing, as the indications af the time pointed to the cause
being the blown-out shot in room No., &, Nintn West. Roberts went after
the two ghot firers, finding them at a miners'meeting, and got them to
return to the hotel, where Mr. Buckingham, Mr. Jenkirs and myself
interviewed them. Their nameg were L#arson and Johnston. Larson spoke
broken English, but Johnson could not gpeak English. Larson did all the
spveaking. He had been shot firer for three or four years Johnston
haé been en enly about & month., Larson explained his method of firing.
He put cution in his ears and carried a piece of lamp cotion im his
hand to test for gas Z He also carried a wet sponge, as it often was
necessary to use same after dad or windy shots, wye sald they occaglon-
ally had some bad ones, but he had always been able to get out all
right. He stated they examined the holes and did not fire them wunless
they thought them safe, nevertheless, they very rarely condemned heles.
He said he remembered about the shots on Saturday night; he fired
seven in the Ninth and Tenth West, of which two were in the first room.
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The latter two he fired first. HWe and Johnston went into the face in
the Tenth West until they had gone off, returned, and Johngton fired
two in the fuce of the Winth West, and Iarmn fired one in room No. 3
(there had been nobody in room 2 thet day). They then ran through into
the Tenth West, lighted one in the entry and ene in one of the rooms,
then ren over Lo the 12th East to wait until the five shots had gone of
They were sure the-e were five, beeause they counted the hlasts. Mr.
Jenkins wrote down the statement to this effeet as disctated by Mr,
Buckinghnam, The ghot firers refused to sign, but at the coroner's
inquest the following morning the same points wers brought out verbally
and finally the paper written by Jenkins waeg acoepted as Bxhibit &.

I pursued the investigation shout the men working in the Ninth
and Tenth West Entries It was claimed that a man working in room 3
Ninth West did not go in on the morning of the explosion, (Jan.14th).
The man himsslf, John Bresna, or Bercsik, as varieusly reported,
could not he found. A friend, who was a saloen kesper, stated thai he
had been intoxigated the night before and had not gone into the mine.
This was also corroborated by the mine Msnager, ¥Wm., Hughes, who said
that he had not seen him that morning; and felt very confident that
he would have seen him either entering the mine or going ou%, had he
been there, While the man at the face of the entry, who was killed,
was his fellow countryman, it wuld not seem probable that he wenld
have set off a shot in room 3, in the morning hours against the mine
rules, Therefore, the theory that the blown-out shot was fired on
the mornisg of Jan., 1l4th and caused the sxplosion was rendered much

less probable, and i% would be considered only a remote possibility,

We walted ovsr until the following day to await the doming oFf othe
to renew the investigation in the mine. While ¥Mr, Jenkins and T were
attending the inquest the suggestion msde by Mr. Broock, the gpokesman
of the minars' pit committee during the testimony of the shot firer
Larson was that we hasd endeavored to bribe the latter., The lswyars on
the miners! side threatened to ¢all us to the stand, but it was not don

The following morning, Priday, Jan. 1l8th, a party c¢onsisting of
¥r. Jas. Taylor, State Inspasctor, of Peoria, Ill,, ¥r. Baudy, Gen'l.
Supt. of the Taylorville Coal Company, ¥r. Money, of the Braszil Block
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Company, «« - Bd, Shirkey, of the Oak i,.ll Coal Company, and also wr.
Ed. Bhirkey, Supt. of the mine, and saveral other operators of Indiana,
tpgether with the pit committee, corener, and Indiana Deputy Inspector
Irving, went into the mine to make an examination. Safety lamps were
carried By a number of the party, As the party was a large one, con=-
sisting of about twenty-two, it separated more or less, Thoge that T
was with went around the south part of the mine from west to east,

We visited room 1 off the Seventh West, as the party who worked in this
room had tegtified that he had gotten out by crawling through a small
hole near the face of his room and then had gone arouwnd through old
break-throughs. This ran a comparatively short distance, 1850 feet,
around ahoeul to the Seventh West Cut-off where the man was found hlown
to pleces Tt was therefore evident that the explosion had ne forge in
this room. We visited the mouth of room No. 2 in the Righth West,

from which the man who was blown apart was said to have been moving
his tools when killed. There was a reecent fall in the mouﬁl of this
room, We also vigited room 4 off the Bighth West, as this room was
reported to have been very gassy by ane of the miners. Thers was
ingufficient gas to mzke any showlng whatever with a safety lamp, but
in the dead portion of one of the top holes on the right-hand side
sufficient gas was found to flash within the hole, but not sufficisent to
come out. This was the first sign of any gas observed by the writer.

I did not actually see the burning, but the man holding the lamp, and
who stood in frong of it, said it flashed, and I have no reason to
doubt his statement.

Céngiderable time was 8pent in examining the place at the Ssventh
West Cut-off where the man who had beenm blown apart was found, and
two powder eans which had been exploded were picked up and taken aleng.
One of thess was found in the Main South, half way hetween the Sixth
and Seventh West, flattened out. The other was found in the mouth of
the Seventh West cut-off, near where the boedy of the man who had been
killed was sald to have been found.

The party proceeded carefully along the road, noting the absgnse
of the general heating effect. It then turned into the winth West.
Room 1 was visited, and the ten foot drili‘\previougly mentioned was re-
measured. The pext peint dwelt wpon by the party which I was with
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wag in tLe iast cross-cut, where a full keg of powder, with the cor. an
same and unseorched, was found and taken along hy the party. At the
middle cross-cut in the Tenth West a further study of the situation
there geemed to make it apparent to everyone that this was the seat of
the explosion. A powder can, flattened oug at the geam, was congider-
ed to be evidence of the initial explosion, due %o the man inadvertentl:
having set off the powder, or by a spark dropped from his lamp on loose
grains of powder on the can., It would not appear likely that he wonld
be opening a keg early in the morning. The place where the man, Wolf,
who worked at the face of the Tenth West, wag found was pointed out,
He was the most hadly burned of any, and it was sald that it was at
first thought that he was a negro, The location where he was Ffound
was pointed out by Broek and others, ani was seven feet outside of the
edge of the gross-cut, or ten feet, msasured in a diagonal line, from
the exploded powder keg, although it is quite possible that the latter
was moved from its original position, either by its own force, or by
one of the rescue party. However, it was thought to be in the position
where it was found after the explosion, The broken tool hox was obsery-
ed. From the fact that the box was padlocked (as later developed), it
seems probable that the powder keg was ¢n the outside of the box when

0 Y i dpds
it exploded, although it is possiblﬁNthax a spark had dropped through
the top of the box on the keg, The latter had been opened with a pick,
like practieally all others in the mine, If no cork were in it,
the sloping shape of the hole would readily throw any spark or drep of
burning edl down into the powder.

It is quite evident that Wolf was not in his working place at the
moment of the explosion, for if he had been, he would not lhave been
burned. It seems evident that he was at the mouth of the middle gross-
cut when the explosion ogeurred, and that he had only vitality enough
to throw himself "outwardly®™ on the track.

In the next cross-cut "outside", the one in which the empty pit
cars were located, considerable time was spent in examining the coke
on the corner of the first car and in investigating the surroundings.

A German newspaper and also a Slovak paper were found immediately north
of the car, and just inside of the turn in the cross-cut. These papers
while much blackened, were not burned_. Under the car a pocket of a
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alpo some lamp cotito. .nd an enameled pin button of an order.
ime- of writing this the owner of the pin was not known. 1%
guits probable that it belonged 1o Wolf, that he had either hung
+8 ccat up at the cross~gut or that 1% was Ltorn from him.

J1u3t beyond the car at the South Rih, and only a few Ffest from
the Main Boulh, as was previously mentionsd, two dented and batierasd
powder kegs were found, partly filled with powder. One of them was
dented open, Put neither had ignited. These were taken possession of
by some of the party.

The ceurse of the explosion through the Hain South and in the
Ninth and Tenth Bast (minera' 1llth and 12th), and then sut the air
courge, was followaed, but no other points of interest were devekopad.
None of the party testing at the faces with safeity lamps wers able %o
detest fire-damp. I personally tried it at a number of points, inedund-
ing the fage of the Main South whare the bleeding of water with its
bubbling sound was noted as in thes Firsst 1napaéti@n.

I obtained from the Weather Bureau Observatory at Indianapolig the
nearest Weather Bureau to Clinton, a record of the hourly barometric re:
ing from dan. 12th to Jan. 18th inclusive. This indicates that there w:
a steady rising barometer from Jan. 12th to Jan. 15th culminating at 6 1
M. Jan. 19th.

It is fully understood and accepted with a rising barometer which
indicates an increased atmospheric pressure, gas in mipes is retarded’
With a falling harometer indicating a lowering pressure, gas comes out
from the coal, roof, the floor, and from the old workings if there is ar
gas present at all.,

The bearing of this, is that if the mine made gas naturally it woul
have been more apt to have shown on Jan. 12th than on the morning of Jar
1l4th when the barometer was il2" higher, for there was the same opportur
ity for lighting the gas on Jan. 12th had it been present.

Further the barometer had begun falling at the time of my first vis
on Jan. 16th and was still lower on the second inspection Jan. 18th, yet
neither of these inspections was gas found in quantities sufficient to
show in a Davy Lamp, which shows a lower percentage of fire damp than wc

be explosive.
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LEADING EVIDENCES OF THE EXPLOSION.

The restricted area of the explosion.

he small amount of damage done to timbering and propsriv,
2he lmek of violence expoept at a few local noints.

The swddsnness with whish it died away and on dusty roads.
The absence of heating except at g few isolated points,

The equal facility with which the explosion traveled with

and sgainst the air currents.

Ve

9-

10-

11~

13-

13-

The fact of at least 2 kegs of powder heing exploded within
& radius of one hundred yards.

THe erratic eondition by whieh some kegs of powder within
the ares were sxploded and others were not,

The ability of the rescue party to go through the affaegtad
Areéa within two hours.

The absence of coment of the respgue parties ahout "bHlagk-
darm® {carbon dioxide) and *"white damp® {earbeon monexids)},
The entire abeence of smell of bliéek damp at the time &f

my First inspection, even at the face of the Main South

#ith three cross-cuts unbratticed and open. (This was very

striking, as the smell of blaclk-damp from an explosion clings
to workings for many days).

The pick holss in the powder kegs and use of loose paper
wadl aB corks,

Thé practical abeence of fire-damp on ths saveral days
pucneesning the explosion when the barometer wasglowsy than

oh the day of the explosion (aceording to records obtained

from the weathsr burean at Indianapolis),

CONCLUSIONS.

The 2nd, 3rd, 65th; 8th, 9th, 10th, llth, and 12th peint to the

mprobability of its being a fire-damp explosion,

The 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, sth, 9th, 10th, 1llth, and 13th

point t¢ the improbability of iis being a so cnlled dust explosion.
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All of the small "featules” and particularly the 3rd, %th, 10th,
and 12th, point to the explosion of successive kegs of powder heing
"the explosion” unassisted by either fire-damp or dust.

Ra”“%ﬁ /Z |

P.S. Since writing the foregolng report I have come to the conclusi.
that the "windy" shobs on the preceeding Saturday played a part in the
explosion in this way: TVrom the kegs og powder which were found here an
there about the mine and several in the 9th and 10th west, which had evi:
dently not been placed in hoxes, in conformance with the laws of the sta
I am inclined to think that such a keg somewhere in the 10th west had be
overturned by one of the "windy" shots; the overturning occurring in the
vicinity of the middle crosscut of the 10th west, probably knocking out
the powder cork and strewing the powder and that this was lighted by Wol
within a few feet of where his body was found.

Yours very truly,
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Chicugo, Jan. 25, 1607,

Mr. E. T. Bent, Becretary,
Tilinois Coal Gperators Mutusld Emp. Liability Ins. Co.,
1512 Pirst Nefionsd Bank Bldg.,
Chica. 0.
Dear Bir: _

I veg to present the following report of my investigations into
the cause of the explosion at %the ¥o, 7 M¥ine of the Dering Goal Company,
nesr Clinton, Ind,

I conclude that the initial point of sxplosion was &t the Bacond
Cross~Cut off the Tenth ¥est-South Entry, sand thsat it was due fo the
ignition of a keg of powder, through the dropping of & spark into
game from a lamp, or rossibly from: opening a keg opréwdar'with B
pliek in the hands of ‘the miner named Wolf, who worked in the Tenth
West-Scuth Pntry. A keg burst open by an explosion within was found
at this point. Nearby was o tocl box, the top of which had been blown
off. As the lid waé still padlocksd, it seems evideni thut the
exploded keg was not in ths box, or if so, thait 2 spark had droppad
throuéh & oraek in the 1lid, igniting the powder. However, the probavil-
ity ie thst it was ouiside of the box.

Wolf, according to the evidence pressnted by the resgus party,
was the most badly dburned of any of the dead, He waé hisckenad all over
I believe that he had only vitality ennu@hkleft after the explosgion
of the keg to throw himself face down on the ground, ﬁa was but ten
feet from wherc the keg was found. His death must have been praciically
instantanecus. However; thrre is & case on record where a man had
lived after igniting a keg of powder, and of another who crawled Fifty
feet after exploding a kag.

The main evidences of ihe explosion are outward from the face of
the entry, as would be hatwal, Pieces of a man's couat, probably Wolf's
were found Tifty fest further ouvt under a car in the mouth of the naxt

erosg-gut. Ilndoubtedly inflarmable material was lighted by the
explogion of the powder, and the current of exploded gases carried

inc:ndescent particles of coal and other substances with it., In the
Main Sonth the current divided, part going in toward the face, part



going outward, geining in intensity as it went along. These two
currents burst wll the hrattices in the cross-cwks bhetween the Main
Saut}‘a:;?r conrse @aﬂtward, except one; a8 far as the Sevemth and

Bighth West. At this peint it caught up a man on the entry with his
teols and probvably s powder keg, hurling him outward, and at the sane
time exploding the keg of powder, yossibly iwo kegs. The man was hurled
to the mouth of the cut-off of the Seventh and Eighth Weat, snd which
is the first oross-cut outside of this pair of entries yeolow i,
through a door, which probably opened at the first hlast, and ap puggeste
ed by Mr. Jas. Taylor, it is probable that his head aand his arm ware

cut off by the tools he was carrying. One keg, exploded from within,
was found ocloss by him, and another keg, alsc burst from within, was
found a little further out on the Main South. There may have been,

and probebly were, othor kegs of powdsr exploded through heat or by
striking iron objects, thus making a spark, between the original start-
ing point and whare the remsins of exploded kegs were found. As an
evidencs of foree, rather than heating, a couple of kegs mesr ihe mouth
of the Tenth West ware dented and broken, but not axp?rﬁ%. In the
meantime that pari of the explosive foree which passed 1n the 3ain South
from the mouth of the Tenth wast, burst through the stappings between
there and the face. At the Third oroas-cut, inside the Tenth West,

& box ad the tor blown off, sand a keg, two-thirds full of powder,
rested on the bottom of the hox, and was net set off, although it had

& paper oork, showing no heating at this point. At a cross-out irmediste
ly oprosite the Tenth West, in which the brattice had been blown east,
an exploded L gan was fovnd. Nearby there was said to have hesn found

one of the bodies of the miners, badly burned.

In the Finth and Tenth East (miners' Tenth and HKleventh) thers

was seme mevement inward, but no particular viclence. The same is true
of the Sevenih and Bighth Bast (miners® Ninth and Tenth), where a door,
which had been in the air course, had evidently first besn hlown to

the mouth of the Seventh Rast, and & mament later, probably when the

keg which dismembered the man went off, the door in the oross-gut
leading to the Seventh East was blown east, and the door frum ithe pir
course was again picked wp and dropped Tifty feet eant. At the
mouth of the Fifth and Sixth West it is evident that the explagive force
wss not at all gerious. A man gem_gz_thraugh the doorway in the Main



South was blown down, but not injwred. A boy coming in & little
behind him testified thit he threw himself on the ground and was
rolled over three times, then got wp and got into the air course,
where he reviged. The most noticeable thing in going around the mine
is the absence of heat, except at certain isolated points, probably due
to the explesion of powder in the immediate vieinity.

There is no evidence whatever of any general flesming, such as
would come from the presence of Ffire-damp. HEvidences without number
are found with expoéed papsr, wood and other inflammable material that
ﬁ‘not secorched in the slightest. | o

The explosion died out with a suddenness that is remarkable,
except as explained by its be ing a powder explosion. A pan was blown
te ;éiecet at the Beventh and Eighth Cut-eff, and less than 100 yards
beyond in a straight line a man is not injured who was passing through
a doorway. Were it a dust' explosion, such explesion wouvld accelerate
on its way to the shaft, and almost invariably such an explesion is
more severe in traveling against the gir current than in going with it,
yat in thia.instame the most explosive foree is shown in a direction
traveling with the air current, namely, out the main south entry.

' I examined the mine very thoroughly on Jé.nuary 16th, ged two days
after the .prlo’sion, and tested with a safety lamp in thei?/faces of all
the entries, and seame of the rooms of the affected ares, :rrut did not
find sufficient indications of fire-damp to make any showing whatever
with a Davy safety lamp. I again tested on Jan. 18th, and did not
find sufficient to make any showing. No doudt there are times when
gap may be found in the drill heles, but, taken as a whole, the mine
is remarkably rraa from gas. I made a teat in the ¥inth snd Tenth
East (P -émﬁrmd 12th Faws) when the doors and curtains near
same had been open for several haura 86 there was no current within,

I also tested in the Main South when the last two break~throughs had
been open since the explosion.

With a fiew of seeing if there could have been any different
atmospheric conditions on the morming of the explosion, Jan. l4th, T

have studied the weather burean maps. I find the following for the
vicinity of Qlinton:
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Priday, Jan. 11, 30.0

Saturday, * 12 29,9
Sunday, » 13, ne report
Honday, * 14, 30.2
Teendany, * 1§, 30.25
Vadnesday . 1B, 30.2
Thursday, " 17, 30.0
Friday, * 18, 30.2
Baturday, ¥ 19, 39.75

It will be obhserved from the forsgeing that there was & rising
barometer from the 12th to the morning of the explosion, reashing its
highes$ point on the day following, Under such conditions; I have
invariably faﬁnd that the flow of gas is retarded,as the rising
barometer zeams a heavier columm of air which holds back the ga8.

On the other hand, the highest point is Tuesday. There is a alight
falling of the herometsr for ihe rest.of. the period, so that Af
gas in material quantities were present, it should have shown on
Jan, 16th and Jan. 18%h.

Furthermere, I do not think it would be posaihle to have as
much force as shown in this ease from an explosion by gas,; unless
far greater evidences of heating were found. There were but isolated
points where small coke partioles were found, and this coke was to an
insignificant degree. The wood and paper wers not soorehed, and had
there been gas, the flame would bave undowbiedly set fire to inflammable,
dry material like wood and curtains and alght strings, néne of which
showed any scorching whatever.

Respectfully submitted,







LEGISLATORS SEEKING
CAUSE OF EXPLOSIONS

QUESTION INSPECTOR EPPERSON
AS TO MINE DISASTER.

OPERATORS ARE PRESENT

The indiulry desired by the Unfted Mine
‘Workers intg e gauses of the recent ex-
plosions in Indiasa mines and into the
conduct of his office by Mine Inspector
Epperson, began this morning befora the
Joint committee of the Legislature, com-
posed of Senators Oavins, Goodwine and
Moss, and Representatives Slimp, Gar-
rard, Johnson and Plerson

Mr. Epperson was before the commit-
tee for two hours answering questions of
a general nature, for the most part with
reference to causes of explosions. Three
sorts of explosions. fire damp, smoke and
dust, were discussed by him, and his

opinion was obtained as to the share of
blame attaching, In most instances of
each kind, to the miner and the owner.

Representatives of the Vandalia and the
Deering Coal companies were present at
the hearing, as well as representatives of
the mine workers. The coal company men
made evident their intention to prove, if
possible, that the greater part of mine
accidents are due to the careless and un-
lawful actions of the men.

The committee will take up its Investi-
gatlon agaia at 10:30 a. m. onday, and
will visit the coal fie*q durlng the week.

The Inquiry Not Limited.

The hearing to-day was held in Room
29 of the State House. Senator Cavins, of
Terre Haute, pres?” =3,

Some fime was gpent in determining the
scope the investigation should take, and
it was finally decided that it should not
be lmited, but should advance as far as

developments would show to be neces-
SAry.

Attorney Charles E. Barrett, for the
Vandalia Coal Company, said he thought
the investigation should go into the ques-
tion of whether there were differences
between the company and the men as to
the method of construction of coal mines;
whether in firing shots the miners might
have been careless; whether coal com-
panies have left top coal’ for the pro-
tection of miners, and whether miners
have objected to this. The company was
willing, he said, to produce all rules and
agreements i{n i{ts possession that the
committee might desire,

President Alfred M. Ogle and Vice-
President John McFayden, of the Van-
dalia Coal Company, were present, but al-
lowed attorney Bearrett to speak for them
on this point. Ed Shirkie, superintendent
of the Dering Coal Companry, sald Mr.
Barrett's remarks would apply for his
company also. S. K. Smith, dlstrict man-
ager of the Dering Coeal Company, ar
rived later in the morning.

Mine Workers’ Statement.
Wellington O'Conner, for the Uhnited
Mlne Workers, said:

“My understanding is that we want to
find out as far as possible the ecauses of
mine disasters that have occurred and
remedies that may be obtained. We
want the office of the mine inspector
probed. We think we have not been
fairly dealt with, that the companies
have been favored.

“As to contracts, with reference to top
coal’ or anything of that nature, we are
able to take care of those ourselves and
do not think this committee should be
troubled with those questions.””

It was decided by the committee that
the scope of the Investigation should be
unlimited, and that if it was declded that
the point was essential the exhibition of
contracts between the companles and the
miners would be called for.

Senator Moss offered a resolution to have
the first day’s work of the committee be
limited to the examination of Mine In-
spector Epperson, excluding all questions
of cause and effect of the particular mine
explosions to be considered. This pro-
cedure was declded upon.

Epperson’s Report for 1903.
Senator Moss read that part of the re-
port of Imspector Epperson for 1903, re-
lating to improper use of explosives, as
follows:

‘“The increased number of casualtlies
in 1903, as indicated by this report, is at-
tributable, in some measure at least, to
the number of new mines that have been
apened, thus affording more avenues of
danger—there being more coal mined,
necessitating the employment of a greater
number of miners and other mine em-
ployes, also the use of more explosives,
all of which are tmportant factors in the
history of mine accidents. The prime
factors, however, is the use. or in a ma-
jority of cases the misuse, of these ex-
plosives.

“In making an inspection of a mine re-
cently, I overheard a miner remark that
powder was cheaper than muscle. This

Continued on Page Two.



LEGISLATURE SEEKING
CAUSE OF EXPLOSION

Continued from Page One.

seems to be the maxim of the average
miner to-day, hence the increase in the
number of mine accidents.

“In our report for the year 1901, we
made the statement that at least b0 per
cent of the mine accidents for that year
were due either directly or indirectly to
the use of powder; by smoke explosions
qaused by a number of heavy shots being
t}red simultaneously; by premature en
Golayed shots, also by windy or blown-out
shots, the latter being caused by shots
that were either misplaced or over-
charged; all of which s very destructive
to the safety of the miners and the
property of tne mine owners.

Miners Not Careful.

“It will require but a brief review of
the table of causes and the description of
casualties occurring in 1903, to substanti-
ate the fact that the above statement will
more than hold good for that year.

*“Of the thirty-four fatalitles, as shown
by the table. nineteen (19), 35.7 per cent.,
were due directly to the use of powder
and other explosives, while seventeen (17),
or nearly 38134 per cent., were due to fall-
ing slate. Conservatively speaking, at
least one-half of the latter number would
have been avoided had the most ordinary
precaution been taken In examining the
roof after shots had been fired, and by re-
setting props which had been knocked
down by coal thrown from such shots. All
of suchli precautions are incumbent upon
the miners for thelr own safety.

“While discussing this subject, it will
not be amiss to mention two other factors
that have played important parts in con-
nection with the fatal and serious acci-
dents that have occurred within the last
three years, namely., dynamite and fuse—
the former being usea in conjunction with
blasting powder, resulting in almost every
instance In an overcharged shot, while
the use of fuse in preference to squibs
has been the cause of accidents in many
ways, such as delayed or premature
shots.

“The great danger in this practice is
the fact that the shot-firer will commence
lighting shots at the head of an entry and
continue from one room to another as
long as there are amy shois to light in
that part of the mine, and the fuse on
which the shols are tamped being cut at
different lengths, will occasionally result
in a dozen or more exploding simulta-
neously, causing a severe explosion, or an
apci‘dent from tne extra heavy concus-
sion.

“Both of the above practices can not
be condemned foco severely. and there
should be laws enacted preohibiting the use

of either dynamite or fuse in blasting
coal.”

Mr. Epperson Examined.
Senator Moss then questioned Mr. Ep-
person, asking first the causes of explo-
sions in mines.
“Fire damp., smoke, coal dust and gas

or smoke powder and blownout fires,”
Mr. Epperson said, and he explained
what each term means. *“It is the duty
of the fire boss to see that mines are
free from the conditions that bring about
explosions,” he said.

“If the fire boss does his duty,” he saild,
“there is little danger of explosion from
these causes. There might be an explo-
sion in a very gaseous mine, but it is not
usual.”

“Under the laws of the State.” asked
Senator Moss, “is it the duty of the min-
ers or of the operators to detect fire damp
in 2 mine?’

‘“The company must provide a fire boss
to do it.””

Most Gasecus Mlae is at Princteon.
No. 6 coal minre, at Princeton, he sald,
probabiy carried more gas than any coal
mine in the State. In the Seeleyville dis-
trict he had never found any gas and

there is very little in the Linton district.
In the mines of these districts, he eald.
there are no filre losses, and in answer
to a question by Manager Hewitt, of the
Dering company, he said there was no
necessity for one.

Three years ago, Mr. Epperson said,
there had been a fire loss in No. 7 of the
Dering company at Seeleyville, but he
had been taken away, on request of the
company, and a showing that there was
no longer gas in the mine.

On the point of smoke explosions, and
answering a question by Senator Moss,
Mr. Epperson said that even if the charge
of powder were limited to the eight
pounds fixed by law, there would be
danger of a smoke explosion. Eight
pounds might be used whers only one
pound was necessary. he said, and there
wotild then be danger.

“Where a smoke explosion occurs, is
that presumptive evidence that a miner
has exceeded the lawiul charge of pow-
der?* Senator Moss asked.

Caused by Excessive Charge.
“It is that there has been an excessive
amount used, at least,”” Mr. Epperson
answered.

**Can conditions rise legally by which
smoke explosions may occur?” Senator
Moss asked.

“Yea."

In answering Representative Johnson's
questicn he sald a powder explosion
could not occur early in the morning, but
must be some hours after shots are fired.

Inspector Epperson said that after the
Seeleyville explosion an investigation
showed twenty-five drill holes from two
and a half to five feet beyond the solid
coal, whereas the law specifies that one
foot bevond the solid shall be the maxi-
mum depth.

“I'd like to ask vou,” said attorney Bar-
rett, ‘if nine out of ten miners do not
violate the law every tlme they fire a
shot?””

“I wouldn’t make a statement that
proad,” answered the inspector, “but vio-
lations are very frequent.”

He sald that the law governing tamp-
ing of shots was very generally dilsre-
garded by miners. “Ninety-five per cent.
of the drill holes are tamped with coal
slack and drill dust, which is in violation
of the law,” he sald. The Introduction
of pure firing, he sald, had Increased ex-
plosions 39 per cent. He went into con-
siderable detail to describe different
methods of firing shots.

No Limit to Number of Shots.
Representative Garrard’s questions
brought the siatement that 2 miner mitht
fire as many shots as he desired, each

rilth an eight-pound charge, under the
aw.

Attorney Barrett explained questions
of his own alung the same line by say-
ing he wished to bring out thxat many of
the accldents are caused by the miners
through their own carelessness In viola-
tion of the iaw.

“Ys it not a fact,” Manager Hewlitt, of
fhe Vandalta company, said, “that since
we have been using squibs In Vandalia
No. 10, the most gaseous mine owned by
pur company, there has been no explosion
and no decrease in the amount of coal
mined?”

Mr. Epperson sald this was the ecase,
and that he favors the use of squibs in
preference to fuse firing.

“If dust accumulates in a mine to the
extent of becoming dangerous is that evi-
dence of dereliction on the part of tha
mine owner?’ Senator Moss asked.

Mr. Epperson, who haéd already said it
was the duty of the mine owner to see
that the dust was sprinkied or removed,
said such an accumulation would indicate
@ereliction.
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CLINTON MINE

Explosion Causes Death, But
Is Not Heard or Felt
at Shaft.

—— e

CAGER LAUGHS WHEN BOY
TELLS HIM OF ACCIDENT

| Semeserne BN |
[

Rescuers Meet With Difficulty
in Removing Bodies of Victims
on Account of Intense Heat
in Entry.

THE DEAD.

JOE JOSEPH, 30, German,
widow and three children.

ED WOLF, 34, Slav, unmarried,
mother, sisters and brothers in
Germany. ]

HERMAN DREHMER, 30, Fin-
lander.

JOE POHADLO, 26, married.

ANTON HOTEREK, 28, Slav,
widow and two children living on
Third and North streets.

JOHN BERGER, 35, Slav, mar-
ried. )

UNIDENTIFIED MAN, supposed
to be Leopold Pajk, 32, Slav, with a
wife and four children.

The injured:

Frank Dabrovnsk, 20, Slav, mar-
ried, Hves here. May dle.

Anton Ohe., will recover.

Charles Ogborn, will recover.

CLINTON, Ind., Jan. 14.—(Spl)—
Seven men were killed, one probably
fatally and two others more cor less
seriously injured by an explosion in
the Dering Coal company’s mine, No.
7, about a mile southwest of hére =t
6:40 o’clock this morning.

It ts thought that the explosion was
causéd by one of the miners, whe, un-
knowingly, set ol a pocket of gas with
his lamp and the lighted gas, it is
thought, set fire to a keg of powder.

Over Z00 Trren were emprdved ut {ire
mine and about half of that number
hal gone down into the mine before
the explosion occurred. Several of the
men who were in the mine at the time

of the explosion were mnorth of the
shaft and knew nothing of the ex-
piwosion until they wore told to lavo.
that part of the mine so that all the
air could be forced into the south part,
where the expiosion occurfew.

The men at the shaft knew nothing
of the explosion until Orris Black, who
was working in the south part of the
mine with his father, rushed up to the
cage and said that there had been an
explosion. The cager at the bottom
of the shaft thought the boy was jok-
ing and pald no attention to the story
until Black came up to him and con-
firmed the story, saying that he had
been knocked down but was uninjured.

Resocuers Are Hindered.

The signal to lower the cage was at
once sent to the men at the top of the
shaft and the work of rescue was be-
gun. It was almost impossible for the
rescuers to go far into the mine on
account of the high temperature of the
air caused by the explosion of the gas.

The explosion occurred about a
quarter of a mile from the shaft, but
no sound or sensation was noticed
by the men working mear the shaft.
None of the dead or injured men were
in the room where the pocket of gas
is supposed to have been.

‘The body thought to be that of Pajk
with the head and one arm blown off
and the feet and the other arm broken,
was found about 500 feet from the
workings. The body of Joszph was
then found. He had been suffocated
and his body was neither bruised nor
burned. The three injured men were
the next to be removed.

Many Waiting Anxiously.

Then came a long 1wait for the
hundreds of anxious persons who had
flocked to the mouth of the mine as
soon as the report of the explosion be-
came known. The trap doors and
“bradishes” In the entries near where
the explosion occurred had been torn
out and it was necessary for the res-
cuers to use planks and canvasses to
confine the air currents to the main
entry, so that the air could be cooled
enough te permit them to go back ta
where the rest of tne bodies were lying.
Several gangs of men relieved each
other at frequent intervals for the heat
was intense and the men could work
only a few minutes at a time.

The men gained eontroi of the air
about 11 o’clock and the searcn was
then extended to the remote workings
and the bodies of the victims were re-
moved to the surface.

All the bodies were taken to Frist's
morgue where the ideatification was
slow because the men were blackened
with coal dust and their hair had been
singed.

One Not ldentified.

All but the headless body suppeosed
to be that of Leopold Pajk were finaily
identified and since Pajk is still miss-
ing, it is almost ecertain that the
seventh body Is all that remains of him.

Ii was reported here some time ago
that the mine where the explostdn oc-

Cantinued on Page 3, Column 2,



SEVEN WORKERS
(LLED IN M

Continued From Page One.

safety appliances in use did not com-
ply with the law. However. Mr. Erwin
of Cayuga. u deputy state mine in-
speotor, was here last Thursday and
after making an investigation, he pro-
nounced the mine to be safe.

It 1s sald that the matter has been
placed in the hands of Prosecuting At-
torney Irank Miller and that he has
been looking up In regard to the safety
of the mtne.

The prosecuting attorney wili hol#
an inquest here tomorrow when it .3
probable that the real cause of tho ©
plostan will be learned. The inque
probably will be held before Justice e
the Peace R. H. Guinn. R

It s clalmed thaet although it W
known that gas existed In the mi t
no fire bosg was employed to see th
proper precautions were taken to pgy
vent a1 gas exploston.

All the men who were killed w¢
torolgners, and five of them, besi(
Pajk were married.

Pajik had a wife and four chitdk-
who, together with his mother-11-1¢1
urrived here from (Germany st $tad
day. Thoy are left In destitute ed
cumstanceys. Palk borrowed §100
assist in defraying the expenses of ﬁ.—
trip to this country.

Joe Pohadlo had been in this countin
only about a week and is survived by
his widow, who Is st {n Germany,
where he married her about eight
months ago.

Joe Joseph was a member of the
local fodge of Red Men. and had re-
ocently moved into a new home which
he built on south Ninth street.

BLOWN ONE HUNDRED FEET.

Survivor of Explosion Tells What
Happened to Him.

CLINTON Ind.. Jan. 14.—(Spl)—
Charles Ogden. ene of the survivors
of the explosion at the Dering mine

No. 7 here today, told the Star corre-
spondent his experlences. He sald:

“I work on the entry No. 18, east,
south and had just reached that entry
before the explosion. I went in the
mine with Bili Jones, who works in
room 8, entry 10. My roomn is No. 2,
and room 1. or the first room on entry
10, off the main entry Is worked out
and abandoned.

“At the mouth of room 1 was an old
powder can in which [ kept my paper,
fuse, etc., and when we came up the
entry we found that a ‘windy’ shot
Baturday aight and scattered my paper

{n the entry Jones helySRTEIYEE
of it end then wiite TRNAIENSH
ing It up J- went ont N
Just as I An.sned and whife 1 vwas yHE
stooping over, a roar like the Wind
whistling around a house or through
the woods, only twice a3 strong came
along, and 1 was thrown forward on
my face.

“] threw my arm up to protect my
face and feit myself carried for-
ward but had no idea how far My
cap was torn off and my lamp extin-
guished. I catled to Bfll as soon as 1
got my breath, and he answered and
ecame toward me. As goon as 1 saw hiis
light I crawled toward him and found
[ had been blown along the entry past
my room, and up to his room, No. 3, 2
distance of over 100 feet. He helped
me Into his room, where the air was
good, and after about fifteen minutes,
when I had regained my strength
somewhat, we started to try to get out.

“Jones led me from room to room,
through break throughs. until Wwe
cante to the last room, when we were
obliged to go qui into the entty <34
was very hot and the doors being
down tliere was mno circulation of alr
and the smolre lay llke a blanket.

“We were unable to go on and re-
treated to a2 room where fthere was a
fittle water By placing my face near
the water I got a little fresh alr and
revived somewhat,

Jones made two attempts to get
out and finally declded we shouwld try
once more Emptyln ¢ the tobacce out
of our sacks, we wet the sacks In
water, and holding them over our
mouths and noses, crawled through the
scorching hot entry tHll we reached the
air course. Following this we rRoon
reached & rescue party, and were help-
ed out to the shaft.

1 was put into a car with two other
men and brought to the top, where we
were put Into a cab and taken home.
I saw no dead men, and did not know
any were dead until my friends came
to seec me and told me the news.

“I had never noticed any gas Iin the
mine, and had no thought of any, but
believe it was a gas explosion. The
wind rushed rlong at a terrible rate,
and the alr was full of powder cans,
cap pleces, chunks of coal, and other
things, with a roaring nolse, Hie a
hurrlcane through the woods.”

Mr. Ogden has a large scalp wound,
and the skin was scraped off his back,
arms and hands. His ribs are sore,
but probably not broken. He belleves
he was the only man so far in the mine
that was not killed, and thinks he was
saved by Mr. Jones belng 50 near and
able to help him into the room where
he could get good air.

1




MINE WORKERS G0
AFTEP INSPECTOR

Strong Resolutions Offered Call-
ing for Investigation of Late
Dering Catastrophe.

IS EPPERSON INCOMPETENT?

Matter is Referred; Will be
Brought Before Convention
Later---Split Averted.

INDIANAPOLIS, Jan. 16.—(SplL)—
A resolution was presented to the Unit~
ed Mine Workers’ convention today by
members of Indiana district No. 11 re-
flecting on the record of James Epper-
son as state mine inspector and ex-
pressing grave doubt of his ability to
administer the affairs of the office
The resolution was apropos of the re-

cent mine disaster at Clinton, in which
eight men lost their lives. The resolu-
tion, which is as follows, was referred
to the committee on resolutions:

Resolution In Full.

We, the undersigned committee, ap-
pointed by the president of district Na.
11. present the following:

Whereas, It has been called to our at-
tention that there has been an explosion
in mine No. 7 of the Dering Coal com-
pany, located at Clinton. Ind., and,

Whereas, Said explosion occurred on or
about §:30 o’clock in the morning, on the
14th day of January. 1307; and,

Whereas, Said explosion was caused
by igniting gas by a mirer's open lamp
according to information of the miners
that were in the mine at the time of the
explosion; and,

Whereas, BEight miners lost their lives
and two or three were seriously, if nox
fatally injured; and,

Whereas, The mine inspeclor had only
tecently inspected said mine and pro-
nounced it perfectly safe in every partic-
ular; and,

Whereas, The verdict of the mine in-
spector in other recent explosions has
given grave doubts as to his ability or ef
his honesty as an officiat of such re-
sponsibility; therefore, be il

Resolved, That we, the delegates of
the eighteenth annual coavention of the
United Mine Workers of Ainerica in con-
vention assembled, demand that the or-
ficials of our national organization use
all their power in securing a thorough
and competeht investigation, not only of
the causes of said explosions, but also of
the office of said mine inspector, that the
miners of district No. 11 may know why
the office is conducted as it is; and be tf
further

Resolved. That the national organiza-
tion donate 31,000 from the national
treasury to ald the sufferers and fam-
ilies of the victims of said explosiong
and, be it further

Resolved, That the natlonal organiza-
tion furnish attorneys (o prosecute said
coal company for damages in behalf of
the families of the victims of said ex-
plosion.”
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SEE OTHER SIDE FOR TELEGF

de Western Union
Telegraph Company

THE LARGEST TELEGRAPHIC
SYSTEM IN THE WORLD.

OYER ONE MILLION MILES
OF WIRE IN THE MNITED STATES
AND CANADA.

It has over 24,000 Telegraph
Offices, including Branch Offices.

It has also Direct Connection Hi
by Telegraph or Telephone with as l‘;
many more remote and smailer ]
stations, making a total list of i
over 50,000 in the Uaited States, }
Canada and Mexico, and this aum- i
ber is rapidly iacreasing.

. i

Seven Atlantic Cables; '
Connecting North America with all points i
ts-Europe and beyond, including Two
Cables of the American Telegraph and
{eikts Company, Foue Cables ofthe Ainglo-
Agneticin Telegraph Comipany, and Ose
€Cable of the Direct United States Cable Co.

Direct Wices to Galveston, Texas, con-
necting at that place with the Cables of thie
Mexicaa, the Centraland South American
‘Telegraph Companies for all poiats ¥
Mexico and Central and South Anerica,

Ditect Wites and Cables to Havana,
Cuba, connecting at that place with the
Cuba Submarine and West India and Pan-
ama Telegraph Compantes for all polats
tn the West Indies.

Connects at San Fraacisco with Pacific
Gables to the Sandwich Isands, Honolsly,
Guam, the Philippiaes, China, Japaa,etc.,
and at Victoria, B, C., with Pactfic Cdble
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OTHER COMPETING COMPANLES COMBINED

HHdO97IdL dOd 9dls d3FHLO d4d9s

to Australia and Neviv Zg;iand. Al 2
Connects at Seattle, Wash., | Wl ... -
with U, S. Govetament Lines R e e T
and Catles to and in 'A‘as:a-b G W.u_T. CO. UTHEN. A8’
Exclustve connection with the Great 24,634 4,888
North-Western Telegraph Co. of Canada. °F¢™ QFeioEs:

Domestic and Foreign Money Orders by Telegraph and Cable 31’



WESTERN 'Ul\'I'ION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

———— INCORPORATED ————-
.-»900 OFFICES IN AMERIOA- CAEAE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

.any TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on condicxons limitige i
40 be guarded against only by repeating amessage back to the;s' - g
,astion or delivery of Unrepeated Mesaagal, beyond theamount ol Hlis pai
m&ﬁs is filed with the Comga.n r transmission.
sisan REPEATED MESSAGE, a.nd is delivered by request of the sendery der the conditions named above.
ROBERT C. CLOWRY, President and General Manager.

Ay, which have been assented to by thesender of the following m
n, and the Company will nothold itself liable for errors er delayn
inany case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days
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Rx, Chicago, Ills Jan 22 nd
S.K.Smith Tailorins Co.
Terre-Haute, Ind
Was top of broken powder box in middle cross cut tenth west Y%I
padlocked or was it found unlocked wire answer, >2f
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