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U?LOS10ll A'" _as ~U JUIE 110. 1. ll.':JIOSVlLLE. 

AJmmOOtt OOUlWrt ,all~E, nmmrum 9, 1911 • 

. ? .. 111_1. ( .•.• it t t. F . 

~(11J. 

fMo ~ oxplofllCO OOO~ ot .,,2(.' a~a. ~ 9, Ifill. at, 

&aQtl; tb4 Mli\O ~t .. the ~t ,.ter'Vl11o ldJ10 upl~ 

on sa~f -.u 19. 1902.' -... .... 8$ raea 1» tho n\1n~Ai. $00 

'1tM 01 tba eaploat_. otwbOll M 10IIt ~l)' il ...... ,·,an4 6 OUl"'fl'fid 

'b9 osploaloa am tM ~1,1q ott;ol'diJlp bJ baft1oa41ne tbGma .. 1VGI. 

!bo __ hr .. of ,tble.-~ Wftldtooa'04. lrhNe Of too men 

_~ bam0a4t4 .he!aHl.,...·~·,n.t \0 ·the IiR11a en~ 11'1 wotr 
atter ,.,."let .... had; ·bfta ,.,. ... 1JUe1)e4 .. IUOU& WOl'~ \'1M ... 11 

UI:14G1' 1107. an4 .. ~ o\bttl' ,We) ..... 1ll*oaeht out b$t MCOUe JIIIlR "earing 

b~tb1n8 8~h8. ~ot'' .... ,,,,,....bt:In104 aboUt the taco cn4 

banda w1't<m tho UPl<ur1 an OOO~. 8D4 ono ot theoo 80 bt:IrMd v&o 

umble to leaw the bal"ri004 • ..-lebOnt u8ietanco trom th~ =en v.oer

ln~ 'bnetMtlB fl~re~. 

~ llm'.llUUrtaJ. 

:i'ho Ol-QS& ilountaln J.i1l)Ct'l'o.. 1 10 _\)Out ono;..haU ~llo "0-&\ ot 

the v1l1agoD ot llrloovl110,· An4eHcn County f ~"e. fbo lX'" t 

ottico n&l rsl1road e ~tt<m 10 Jr'1CO'f'111o. A. 'bnmobllni) or 0 

tttenc1ard {!P1l8O rallroad. about 4 m11ea long. ~rs'oo 1'Iy too SOuthOm 

Rail_,. oonnoo'e thO .ra1ne with the 50uthem flnll1f8y'e itnoxvlll& " 



.. -... Cotl1- GrMk 41aV1ol. in -..t: ........... fShSpa ooa1 to 

aU )lOlats 1D the .~, hOChG4 by the 1,lmt$ Qf tbo SOuthuc 

ftal~ 

_9!II!ittbb_ £i.U!lRaJ the m1no 1. OpeaW by tbt KnOz-t. 

111110 !ron ~. -.1-. ro:alts baa! •• tho 00-1 "lDs0w.e4 bu 

tho Coal ~.l'.m:Id. ~. ~mllo. WhiCh oo~ GW'ZtB .1.1 tM 

ooal in the .'olnt", .• '" ·1 .... It ~ tbe 'f8ftoue Ol*'SttAC ~1" 

01-0 .. ~a lb. '!to. 1. Is ",,14 to ~ boco. opent4 In 1.8&&. 

!be a4j0tnln~ mtftO .. tho".t 18 '1'14 thlaU. 1:IitM. ~ ~ tM 

Coal ~ 00a1 ~n:t. fh& Fatemllo td.zWJ, aloo 01m(td by tho 

Coal Cr~ COG1 00I!Ip00$. ac1joblD tbo fh1e"" .ne. !ho lI1a .. Of 

11b4 -~.UQO coal OOlIparq aH on a ~ uu or th4i So'ltbem 

.... ,.., ... ~ _10 _lttll ot '·he ~.8 Jl6'QtttaSn ~. 

_ .... 1. ~ 1. --'14.d·or tho ~11. 11'()1l ~ 

~.fbe ~tl<m8 a. eroee ~ta1D. !$ltM 10 .. 1 61ft in Obarp ~ 

~t~-' 1'. ,. 1.qEt.ch, 8Jld "lne VOJ'«I!lD.t ~8C Iulmor. W.A. 

~JI .. "ho lo-' Me lito in tbe ~l"loa -.. laitUo _ tOl'llllm. 

~ AJm OlWJ.aD!al\ Of OO&L. 

!be a1ao 0l*1u, it In a ema11 toown 1Ih1o.b u.tea44 b.a<* lnt()-

01'0.8 llountalc •• aput of 1ibe aombe7laJ:d ~tablel the.~ 
". ,,'-

work!. est.-rd .... 1- the. moucta1l1..Bw'lId t at 1fb1Oh 1& about ,,000 C'. ~.e tho month ot th~ m!no. b coal I, tmQIf4 ao tM 00&1 

Croft bod, but DO oon-ollatlon baa been. ma40 .1\h o\her~8 In tho 

Bae't ~ Coal f1e1,4 II ee coal 1. of POttm 110 $80., aM tho 

1lWJ'qe tbl~a 1a 46 lncbOJi. the ntnae \otns ~ 3 teet t.o 4-

t •• , '1:chea. It 11 a ra~ ha-r'd oOCll a1I4 PO"""' "11 tlettned 

..... 



faCCt •• an4. .10 •• Il1' 'ItOn when .ot'OUt by el~_10 uOhlnO#. !he 

l'latuml oo1l41tlone are (J)od atld 0041 Ie oonaequeat17 l¢04U4Gd at 

a t)l1J'1710lr .,at.. It 1fJ '1114 tbat mining eondlt~ 1n tho eraat 
3iIOUZitaln mlUo ".,.. better thaD thoae in tho nele;bbOl"1n6 ID1n~ an4 

tha, the OU'''' 0CRt14 be markO'M4 41 thln'~ ., .. or '*"t10 coal) 

tbe tatter ~llt; pft ths 111M • 001404 .s ........ the~. 

J1IJt, the root "'''-17 fftI' tho 0001 ..,. 11 ..... ha1\l • 

...,. "., abal_.oal1e4 ela .. bf the~. ~,.. ,_t 
poJtttoa ~t the atno 1IOl"kln«e ly1ng be"*- t11& driflll!lOUth IJ',Id the 

tan, dt" the roO!' t. poor. 'hi •• late 1. quito .trolS. "'~rphol' •• 

.. Hq\11Na no .".. '~rins ADd but t. PfO'PI.. Iii 1. brQhed 

t() • hel",' Of alJ<Nt 6 t .. t on'tbe I'Il!n DU':7 an4 *U' ..... rm4 

~t 15 t..t • tho 01"0H nbi ... 

I DaHl 'l'he tloor 18 ot tlreolaJ' whtcb Ie UUIll17 re"r bar4 

but 8Ottoce e114 netla when .at or .-bon ~be ad~ pllta .. Ilft 

pulled. It .,..-1 •• tn thiOlalooe. 80 tal" .8 It GOo14 .. oMfIr'rOd. 

from OM to tour te •• _ tn GCt'iC of the orooe _'$fJ. 110 __ 11 in 

thO twontr \hiM ~ .. b4, tt.ont,. fourth lett, thQ-o Q~ to M .. heaT ... 

10# of thO 1'loor tor a oO:t81dorabl0 d1t1tanoo. 

Moll!!!!;, }leithol" tM root nor the 000.1 18 -~11 mol.,. 

and al"llliQlal ftttJJlg 1e nooe8Nl7' hl ol'd&l" to rtm4er the coal 

duet 1nGt't. fhe opJn ta.oea in the 0041 b-e<1 8WU'trl.t17 ten4 to 4i"a1n 

tho coal o~ I'. _'wal mo18turo .a loon as l' 18 Opene4 bl Gnu1" 

an4 1'00IIII. fbo root 1. alao cb7 .,. llttl .......... 'f'181ble on 

1'_ 



--tv tOUl'th len _try eonse t1M ~lou.ll to 'hCt cploa1cm.. !he 

tln' .... ~ putl •• t0QD4 a QD.O.;.balt 1JlOh oa-P.' _he ft. of tb4 

_tn onb.?'.. !he mine ... .t.e1$ilat04 • O1ae. I -11M b.7 tbe 8U'. 

U1l3e InotMtOtl on -'10.. tram which the lnt.l!'Gnce 1tOt1ld be 4NW.rl t 

that the .utbontl •• 414. no' cona14el' \h& mine fl .... oat. 

1'4lI$OnXPTtm 01 anm AIrn mmn W QPWflIOI. 

~'r _ !ldA Qt SllASI, !he coG ___ .,. 00u' 

eo teat ~ ... ~ 1."..1 ~ 18 opf1!1ft4 by • utA WhtOh ,...a 
und. 'POOl' fOOf ,. tho ftn' ~.OOO toet. but aftf)r ,bat ertoouJlMft

a V8'I!T tttl'Onff .t.. root f !he ODel 1. _~ 'b, pil '1llf' 6. roo:I.. 

one _It. e.tb' _~ tr(D ,_ 4r1tt lIiOtdb. to the taoo t4 tM ad ... 

l'1InC*' 1FO~. !ho!!l!dn en.., .tD 16 lod .14.~ aa4 te ~. to 

aboUt fQ1 aft" hlt8ht of ,m teat. In pla6M ~ '"'_, 1'001 -

1_ 10 to 1= -'ee' ab<n'o tblt tloo.. &l1ems the _In ~. ~ the 

4rSft aotitb aM the tan. A Min all' OOUH. 18 4r1.. on tho ,"lgbt 

et tM _In enb7 fJ')1ft3 1.Db70= thls al%" coun~ 1& hom 10 to u 
teet tn ,,14'h &JSl COMlttteu'lv Vtulhed \\0 an aVfl1"lle:t' belltit of , 
~ -

tNt. tWo .. MeU .. 1& net· til wt4th aro Artft11 41.-'1.7 ott tbe 

_In eQl'7 ., 41.~e. ot &30 hot oc',"" to CGft'eJ'. 'P'i'OIa t lIe 
to 2 _ t.,., of at.te 18 b~ on thu" c1t'OA .111<1... Aft air C~UHO 

16 t4Mt in .14th ttl cUt.,. t>ftl"allel to tho ere.,1 ent\7. !he crocus 

alr OoU.rul are «rl'ft2116 teet wtdl) and aft not~. tho coal 

hae ... 11 4tftaea taoo. and _ the O1\.I.e are d..ri'ftft 4tteOt17 on tho 

beltts amd .. rOO1ItI 41root11 on the tao-a_ fhe rib. of 'heM et\blea 

8ft quite eftJl end present 11 ttl. l~' epaco to-r tlno coal. wl,lllct 



... .,.1 Ia __ ~ oftta' ~lt .... It. .tto,. hoe.d 0-1 thO "t .... , , 

-oWtto t. belue:......... .. tlllw of #0 , .... wl40 'i left .... 

a11, Of t.tt. .......... aM -" ...... tee titl"~. .11l. .... 

"ft tl'CQ 1 1/1. ~ 2 fit •• ·Of: .lit. ·\J\lsbGtt frJr b.l~t aM tl1t. a1.to 

1. ifPbbld to __ VI ... elt· .... "-" 1 •• 0\ .. fPIOe or o_t 
5 J: 9 t.t_ TbO ' .... _~ ... ~ ate crt .. 1& 'ret wI4_ ...... 

CQ' brulwHt. Al~"" '~4tiwtJ, .em", .14~ .'lnt-.11 

of 60 1: ...... W, ...... 1.: ~ ... tlJ, ... -*', .... .... 
aft' tot.s:~ .. at··,.. •. atJ4 ~ ........ ,.. ... . 

to ....... 01 .. to ,'"",...,"'. a:,,.. pIllar of lW •••• All 

1"001lIO ba'ft two .......... ~ _1 .t -&b1 -et- t. tM 

ai. of tM~· '~ .. 1li'" __ .".. ~ -11 at 1«' 

.tIiI4tq ......... tllleil· ............. · -. .. t41W .. .. 
'. ;.:; . . 

loft at ~k f" ......... fltl_ ... 1VOlJ _~,,,,,o.-
. .,",". . . "', '.' 

1 .... ht •. " •• :eat. _ .... ~ .... , ... ~ ... hla tet1laa .-

tho UiDO u. .... otflotal.1Ift ..., to·~ the 'vlltaftw. ,_ '1' 

1. ~ ~ .... '" to· ..... " 111 thl. 18 "'. talnf" 

etd, "" at.., ... t41.""~ '" .tM room ."n tM 1...,. ..a 
ot "- ~tll_ S ........... Ins ...... __ ,ttle. __ 

baok vhnt 10 loft ot· .. ,lller. ·tht "~ •• 8 fi~ 1Ii101q ...... 

1n \184 ~ ,.If "Q'l'~lt~ thtr •• QfJ4 to Uft4~ t.~ t)i lla.nt to 

~ lno1an .... 

1t~ ..." ~'* ,_ . .,. .1'. O:F -1' t~ 41,. 80 .. to ru111-

kt. th., !ftl8htna o~ .~ 1 __ .. out or ~~. __ ~ 

... ut". , ,eM Yl4t "''' 60 feet 01 ,011d ooal be.~ GlOb tell

of b~lu'cm"'~ 

Tho m1nA .... tift. worts:e4 O!l the 4oa'blo (tnt",. pleD -1tb ""'t' 



&00 ,.. • .,... 1m' tbl .... alHm4C1M4 -. "1m' lit 'M patt .. 'l'blob 

~ the men fAl8h1l18 the can wi; or thG~.. flw ttr ... dl 

.,.nom Ie OQtrJ and fl1r C01U'e6 pt1'lU' $11d rOOM. -ll1h J't)0IDS 4r11'Oll 

2lSO '"' 4~ 8lld ()l'U. GDtrt •• 830 t~" • part , pv1ng 60 toot fd, 

Cb. MUd coal be .. thomttltle.. ,,'0 toot 'Pl~lai 1. a1_)11 

ooun~ on 'bol,QUI theali'm\g..Ae the 'ION in the .Vie8 Mo"f8nOoa 

... romaa e ... 1'I()l'kIINl' and tbe ~Ctmt two ..... ti ~ Ir14 Ian aa 

a pillar to '" ~ em the Nt __ ,_ lto pillaI'D _n robbed. on 

tbIJ' a4'V1n084. .,. I1nt ~ os til. 4rOU -b7 on \he lut of ~ 

atn, ~ .. kept ....,l'OW aa4 ft' ~ to tbe aGt 0l1t~ all" 

., ... ut4 .. tal .~ 00UI'a'. \ithea ..... en., 18 t~ & 10114 

"'- ~ ooal1t50 tttt 1d4e 1e 1'" botw.e lUNlq \110 tlnt ... ~ 

fb$ • .,. ..... b~l_ ,U.,.. .. tht .., .. _tries aft pro ....... 
" ' 

d 4000 "Itt hoG ' ... ..sA • ., '. 10114 \loG1i'.f 00&1 1150 to aco 
I.e Vtl8 1. att_ flde Ie tM 1IiIlIe" ~l"IIdJl"'lue4 -.lae' a 

llONSlIt....... ROOIl plllua eo l'O'bbe4 Inb"ethle plltu but none 

Oltt'bJo of 1 t. 

~ in tho. tace 01 the ... tQ _1 It a1"." ~, 

'b1 .... 11ft of .leotrto chrd" .. lute IDA I1I1II7 or the ,111an al"e alao 

out! 'b,. .. ¢11nH. SUllivan eori _11. 8n4. Qoodtrn. Obatn 'breast 17 A' 

_chaos &1'9 ua4. c.4 tb4 ~i" IIIa40 tn' tho lower tmri. or the coal 

bed.' ~ •• lI1uln« mach1"8 PQll t'btrlaOl"ol aOl'OO \he _1"k~ taoe 

while aclerouttlnc the coal.. !be 0081 1. quit. h&.1'!. and be1q mined 

411'OClt17 em the hoe. uu111 taIls 1F1tboUt =oh blOAt In,. fbll 

ooooa eftIIl In IS room nCHllt wb$ro tho .. 14tb 1a on11 9 rdt" III tome 

lutenoee th~ middle of tho taoo ln a 'room tatla ao lOon at UooOI'OU' 



as thloeeal1a then loadc4 01l' exoe,t tho~' '{lid. UI\1tlll¥ 

about , JacbI. 'blOt. Qioh .. tiCkS to the root e:a4 Whtoh I. ~t 

~ by 1"1b .hot. t1n4 to loosGU thG coal 6n the ft.. boa fS to 

10 12lOhU Of m "1.- \;'lu..,US l1OR'dor on • 1 1/2 . .l.a4b ellOl( 1. uod 
~ 

to 'blaat ,be :tabt bIm4 rib. aM, abou.t one-bal$' of W. thZU»~ em 

the 1«1 bI&tl4 rib. k' t'IIO rib holes fU'6 neconel7 to b1&a' ,he 
coal ill 8111 -ftSJtC ,laO •• bo 1t lt1U7t a1r cOUlNlt 1'0_ 01' tdtl~ • 

• , ..... or .,. open eD4 OIl the oar- the ooal 10 •• 1lt ~ In 

1-. 1..... .. "'Ill _ohllwu, ,1.14 OOIWJl4ttabl. tlAo oool aa4 

tlte 0..- .a. ora'" &'ii:Q oar. allow. coa814ua1J1.. flu coal " .. 11 

Ol\ tblhiJl_...,... Xa __ pl&OQ tMro .... 1.,... of ooal 01l 

.. ',.., ..,.. lit 'hlO1meQ tI'Oll 3 to ... 1~ ... '"" 1/2 

to. to ............. ag felGbt:qu 11e14 oou14er61, ft.- .. 1 4Ui 

.,.., .... lIIoaO. floo~. _,.1811, l1t ....... ~l, 

.~Il" .... 414 not appoa:" to be _ ..... 1" .... , of tlne coal 

c1ut Sa .. fOOliI ~ at polata , .. i.-tat 1*'''. 
fill "'1 's.. 01 nOh a ()hNIl.otor that b ... flOG' (Us 1- wot'Ud 

41Not17 • the facti 1a tho JI'OOtII) tall on the ou"- l!aMi4aO( the 

ramtaa ~ 'lbU .• tho coal 10 belq a4~ au4 • dthdlaal of 

the oat,,, .!lot tho mltl1ne: maob1n8 1n I1IU.1 O&Id the ooal etA be 

loa~~"' w1'~ the uso of pw~¢. 9)1. oeotaa la .~ ~ 11.-. 
u •• 11 .,.. 1n the wl4At 1"ooa. Ueun.ll1 the ~ sboOtoae 1'1b hc)le 

Q4' leilA ~t th.· .. 1 'bUrie4 lr.t It betore tinns the otber hOle. 

!he t1~ at the Fi"atemll0 J1ine. wbo waa .. ~ of the 

lupeotl~.-. reponed thtlt a sroat mat1Y ot tM Ilt1IleW in tbat 

II1u aft ... bl .. , ,be ooa1. 'but t1ck it dewn aft_ it hal betel UD4es"

cut. O'hR's tiro OM rib bole oDl:r. the r_1A4ctr or tho taoe being 

-."-



thea 0&1117 ~ out W ~ »141t. DrUl bole. aH hom' to 6 

t .. , b. 4op. aD4 ..,.. .. ,* 1nohe. In dSamet'v. OQb14pa eft 

1 3/4 lDOb1e In 41_'_ and ~ ~ to 10 lnoMG in le.ngth.1fo 

h(tlu wen· ~t 6n the 80114. '1'he rACm were ab<JQ' 0..,.1, 41'11404 b0-

w.. tho .. or lq1tlu and tuh. 

!EJ&gtIJ.lt" ft&o $d1lO 414 not us. co..tt!ve quenttU .. or 

black 'btutu, ,.,.,.Gtt Ol' dJll8l81te. .", "laOk 'bl .. ,JDs pOW4er .... 

ea14 to 1'10 Ue4 _1utTe17. In blo#ttng \he coal aD4 40 \'U ee' 
.. 

IaUoaal ~ OcitpaDJ'. 4JDAl!lt. tor b1'\'Ulh1ng th4 l"OOt. !he lIlaolt 

bl .. tbS·,.. .. .-6"11, camed uta the a1nu In IS aDllo 

~ tt ~tt Wt ." (tile plaoo • 3 .11= 011 caa .... touaA parttallu 

tt11.14 wtllh '1Ma ·t.1U'tac~. '!he m1Mn .al11 ....,leA 111 ,hO...... ~ ltl..uns ~_ .. ml40 laW • ..,."" .. 

ttnd", · ... tt eqd.bl .. ,... Sbote wre It"' " tht 111M,. 

at DO· eta ... ts.. 1JIO'l ~ ban h4 neldl .. ".. uod I4r 

~ ... .... ~"" JU) lbo' tlftn. 

Sd:if ... 11M! eM w1:rly! On. ot the IIOtft' .... 'Ol' 

..... ....800 .•• au4 the other 100 ltW. 'l'herG W_ hO ToUe 0lI 'be 
wol107 w1ft u4 alao on the mining maohlrJAl tHCl _JHe. ftlo UChSno 

tOfJd wi ... az:4 tbe "Wrz1 cone.lIItlng of' _0 30. 0000 ~UD4 wtHa 

"" bQo. Wben .~80 w1he reaohd No. 3 814e ~ tbq bran0hed .. 

ono aolq to tho right en4 the other to the ten. ". ml1e;r wtr& 

., 50. 0000. tlcan 8 tOft! to 'Bo. 3 a14e '1'OOk, and • round wttio 

trcim tl10re to the tower end ot No. 2 8140 mack. 118\16111 ttim 

1IU 400 M-,ena on the _11 aenO'l"ator and 80mGUmeD 500 ar.&p01'G4. 

'i'hG larsor IP18rator 1n-Oko at ace- _percs. Four no. 0 'baro ,,11'0 



J 
oanf tbe oarrent.tntDthe ~n 1IOatb. 

P!9lM!t Thoro wore 6 eleotrl0 baulase aot~ 111 tho 211M, all 

$4. 'b1 the ~ l!al'1utactvlns ~t Of tbeeethreo woro 6-

'OIl moton t~ .. e on tb.e ale 1'M48. &UI4 thNe weft ~tou mo\on 

tor u. 10 haul.a&e Oft the ON ••• tdH. Beal.aeIt CD. the JIa1u en., 

...... 1 ... 11 by e1eQWto ....... oa the o:ro .. _bid l~ly lOt 

tboush __ 'I ~ ..... u.a til ,be _. to .... 0061 BtU' the 

tao. Of·~ _Wl ••• two 0-1 tINe BIllet .... \\M4 bf the oontraotoN. 

!he Idno cue boW f1toSI'11OO to !oCt) ~ or ooa1 ana wero ot the 

.". ~ tM bot_ 01 the ... Mttlna cUreo"Ja on the oar ulea. 

,lit wbnta bel111 "'.,,48 U4 N1i1tlJls aptut U10 bo41' of tlHt CU'i 

whldb bad· tlQinc et48l. au .. 01 the OU' •• -'1"17 ()'pCID uoett 
to •• '1 l/a in@. .... le l'Oat troD 11&1" It\ ~ ,hat It oou1.4 bet 

..,'tnte .,lace ho~l.oatal1,. .... 'he _ ot the .~. a;D4 •• 

lo'01ltt4 in p1aoe b¥ • !tOftS .. t. kr lammed to the 5144 01 tbe oaJ". 

VIhtIIIl tho car _e to b&. t0a4G4 .. bt. ba.' ., 10Ck0d 10 1'1-. and after

'Wal'4 meatot1 at t.M tlpple ", tl'Je ~r. fho .thf~ eCil ot the ~ 

he4 oal1 • to lndl p1.Ult to bo14 the coal In pl... the ~e ta 

co ar.ranstng tM can... to to-rce tho .-n '0 load lwnp. ooa1 an4 thus 

Hduoe the ft1!OUnt of ttn. coal... It .111 therefore be o'bvl~ 

that tile, were "l'7 ".11 oalCtilate4 to ita.,. finO OO8t on the haulaee 

_,. while ODroUte h'Om the wontq tao. to ~ ,se'l1tt1 ot the mne. 

!htrO".. 11 tt1e t~ 011 tba oars lUI tile ocal •• alaoe' "btU,

JIGObSrae m1DOd. 1324 ,~..,.. 1lO .. adn .... aD4 nO .. peelel ludltOG

lMIlt. to top tbe oarB.. '!'be 1ft ."ot f.m4 opm CHId. aIM prn""'tGd 



.LIMlML fM _In .. tri. _" 11ch'''' ., ~, "Sata 

b7 lD01m4o.eeat lampt. !be JJJ1zsen UJe4 91'*l otl an« OUb14e laapa. 

It wa. etatec.\ that thG tlre-bo •• 0I2't1«l 8 euet, lamf. nt 80M 

tiM. oamiae4 tbt Idu bllJ8CUt8 of .. OJM,m 'lIuIp. 

l'!!§Pa!1gs !he l'dne ...... tl1aW b7 seaM ot a J6lmDOZl 

4hO ~, teDt· "I t~1a in 4lea1Nr. -..4 »'1aoe4 in the ... al~ 

0»'_ ....., about 8.000 tM' ". .. bttt ~ _, the ~o'tolI of an 

atl' ebatt 18 t.'" I. dl ...... _ tM t •• , ''''. !hie fan ... l"t81 

b,:r lleot1'10 ~ at 300 ft_" •• -su",,,,~ to "'ool&t. ltU.Qe 

-t_'PtO~ ~Oh&rQ. eo bad W'f)iOW tht Ild~ twice 81M6 1_. !O. 

1'11. \11$ ttm gaTo 40.000 ~le tnt t4 .1l" P07114tlutO. with a 1/2 

in. _tor gause. $1" ~ lit tho b~ at tbe ta=.. !hen 

.... t". 1ft""', tht w:al11 -br- tht.-a7_ 01" _In atl' G01lNe. 

~ ... , etl'le.,lescept , .. .....,tifth IIJ4 blnt, .!alh 1.oft 

.V1efJ~ "eo If...... u4 tbe ~m. \be Int.... fli.rOH 

_. 8. door' aero .. the _in en'" at thit w.", S i;f:th ·18'" fA., 
.ea4 . thin 1Ip1!'_ -the atr a' thi_.SAi. !to.", I'eool'd. 'mIN totm4 

OIl tbe tea, wbloh ha4 bHn -bot ."liJlt1,. ... ", tor the .. loll •• 

1M intake air •• &pUt at .~ .... Ittth 1.,t •• e split lJN8b)g 

to tho left aa4 l'etu:rt11n.s to tbe ttiA .." 8%1 0 ...... ' OD tlM .in ant17. 

'be otool" OM paulq to the-rl&ht -' rqobtns the tan '1>1 mean. of 

th. main air CO"".. !l'h."" wee -400 .... at tbe _lithe or 1/.1.1 Gl'OM 

ot,.rl.8 aM Itoyrpil'lp at tho DIft'~ ot all ClI'ose air COln'sq. 

!!gtgI.JUZI 'ftse 111M •• quit. 417 at 'lJo tiM or ·tM· expl0.lon, 

8¥Oept tot' ... porilO!l of tbe .atn ... t17 "..tween the ,_ an4 the 

4rln II()U~ where there waa OftI' ~t of the 4ta~ troe 1 to 2 



. 1t&Gbe" ot hn1l111« wate, tlIl. ""h1" W beeo 4Mftit4 .c,...... In 

41~ •• , the, ~ ot lh. 'Pelt ,",,1~ to ,be .,lOa1-. btlt tb9 

tltabort and c1ebrll h'Oll tM uplcaton bad bee blt1rl\ 1nto ,be 4ltchee 

AtUt tlll1D8 thoQ .. torce4 tho .. , .. to l1lD. ewe}" th. ~ 

1M .tn 8114 PO. omri ...... _t&M4 "1 ..... Of • ".tar oar· 

'IIh1oh .. t111G!1 d thf)l' at tlut 'l~p'1. Ol' $' tbe 'ace f)-t tu -l~ en

t17. Wha,.. _tv tt.nallr coll~ Ci¥l then hauto4 .1tm~ ~M cain 

aa4 on .... ,," b7 th9 hml1.qe _toft. in th$~fl1" triPl' the 

iAtJ48 to--. bctlQst't\1i'i entire ~ou M '0 "'II",. cthO\ll4 be 

~etl, ROOM and a.l!? OO~tHMJ ~ not $ta'1l\k114. fhtwe 1. &n 

_'baGU~ ot l"\Wling .to'r .,...llo.b1 ct ~()l" qt'b1tlSQ. •• least ~8 

•. ,.. .. ot tbQ ~ ... re PN't!,ou~ th" late ta\l .. wtn,.'1 .. 
tt~bl ~ Mvatoc. 1'1!bt, -.tt7 ... ~t '" .... ~ .. 2 1/2 

~ ._ U. 1a1d ~ ~ ~bo '.op ~ tbtl ell','~ to tho tt" 

*".~ a htr4 ot ,,)oat lU .t49t .. I'M o~l'to.c.o lor ... ,~ 

.., .. are -'1cml#l:r tAvorablo. 

~a .& ... 11 entlellne $'0 .... ~ II16lIl -t.1l7 .tv' SJalQo 

tiM ten al14 oaUftS .. it}) 0# ~, I .".~ in ,..~ ot \H loW 

ft'Cm tbo faa to ,he d'rlft tIOUth4 hOM _ •• ~lo1"" lBp to .. fa.oe 

ot \be utn Gut.,. thero ,. flU a'fft't'e."O 411> of 2 '1/'t. 'eP.Mfl to 'be 
I4Oft.,1JJ • ~" .. nd' of tm otmFlUlOll8 .!ttl' .tatod ,".,.t .. 4ra1u 

". . 

~ "om ,hi:. old r1.~t eatrl~ JUlkt outb,.. the ten. An 0100tl'10 

1JQlOP t. ,.ttoned at the 'POtnt t!~ 011 the I!Ilp on tho 1~ or the 

_tn .-17. fhi8 11 the onl,. lJQiDp in tho~, All other -porilc;n1J 

of tbe 1d.u that .... yl.1te1 q.oept tho teoo ot the main entry erG 

41'1 .naroqdl'O no dnlD&88. or PQMP.1nS u~ ••• 

-11.-



Ell! zHttltl*- flO till' U CQ1.i14. be leamed tbor.·1nD'e 1m ..... 

tal ~ta tor tt_tng tiN within th9 mice .. 140 f'l'cV4 t11$ Ute 

ot ..at. bunls, whlOh ·ha4ttl bo 11.1101 at the Upp1e ad hatIl«l 

lAte) tho 1dAO. ft.a'e QI no ""sCUD OJ' tl" tigbU.De co~. 01' 4r:tlle. 
bu" theH ••• ~. '''lra~ watoi' p1~ to the tlpple, 

.. or hi llXPWSIOI. 

~l iftllU",' .. -athw •• oloar 84, .... '4(41 ••• 

""'1,,111 ____ .. W prem&1104 tor tho ".. a .... l.'*lJ 
p~_ .. -.litdoa. '11'14" bed 'bctn " emd~ an]) 11:1 ..... , ... 

Jut' ...... " .". .,thlGh. !aromoWc rea41nse Wl1.1 M toOl 
in the ......... tblldue 1144 DOt boet\ WOl1dns t1a11. tlJIt· ,_ 

, . 

, ...... 'sid ........ it1F pftOed_ thO ..,10.1-. _, W 01111 ...... 

• • l'Ol'flia Of ~,,,,. CJt1"~! Gt t1le ...,,.100.' •• 
t=-woa ' ... t"'" .... Bot • Rfflclm' U\mlb_ fe l'&11He4 .. 

In 1!Jh1Oh to 1014 ti. t1q" ~~ aD! &0lDe ot tM _, ___ SMA ~ 

114e ero1ttar tbo'.Sft1 ot 120re 0SU'e bo£crct eatortaa_ .... .. 

a l"elQl' of tht. oa'1T" ... ..,0," 1n tM mine. $:I4tbe ........ .. 
. . " 

the·.t1" ~ otll&'''' aUwl'ft, bGn4e ..-1*1." _1. .. '" 
ThO tan ... In OpOp.tlcn aud. all •• oon41tlo.u abm· t • .sao .. 
DOrmal eote ala CIOlli4 be :i~. \W .tow.- ad _ .. ~ 

, , 

had 00. au' ·01 ''''·1dDe tt4~ ft l-'ed vip pftviou to ~ . .,10-

a1oa& flr.-.clJ' tae, 4oublebOa4ed ou, Cd tl107 ~o1I:D4 tbe trl, ., 
. . : 

Do. 2 a14 ......... _: .... ;J" •• a ... '." .... h.h"...,.'.III"di 

• .,,.t ••• ".nl •••••• ,.. lib, otIs.r motona ....... I!dDu'I 

to 10. , .140 tzec1t" there pl~ up • lod84 trI,.,. btoll8bt It 

aI taJo al 10. I .1 .. ' track •• bo~ the ezpl0810a 0'Yft't00l£ hJa. A trip 



.\. tri.p OOltta!n1ns 111!Hi:\ 1IU l'a.~ ~D6 to IP law the Idne 'Wbtsn 

the «&'Plottoo tOOk -pl,,". 

fho tift bo •• J. it,. lfa_ltet. hsd ... 1.J1e4 tho a1u lIOrldllglJ 

on ,be mon.l1na tt isba cplol!()Il tIM bad J'eportJOd eveyihlng o.lt. 131 

th4t m1no r-opoJ't bOolt.Ra 10ft tha mlue a1l 4:230 ..... on 'he ~ of 

tbe 0,,10010'%11 MJo. PrlOl-.W.4q tNltr!neer at tM powg. plant_ H

l'Ort.t that .t tM '1M of .ilt oxplo.aton he had. the ~ ~ .. iIoJ' 

fm the '1"0110:1 Ret totrl· WiNe ~l- tho tan ad nUltt« mccblIJ01H s1l$CO 

th01M"ould .". l'W -obb:lta til ~tlon =t11 att~ the ldeere 'IfIPId. 

rteObv4 th6lr '1fOJ'ldn~ p1.Rmtt.'l the I'=Oftto%" ~l4 ltCt be (1ff-1!'1~«1 

1>1 th1n load.. !bet (t!~tt W08kIW CD tbe la~~ ~to,.. l.lllw out 

at: ~,tr , • .eo "#l. at M _t. by loOJdnr ., hte _toh. 'lProt1 '*' 
~ esperiflll100 a~ thie ~ l'1-' he .,.ted t., tb.o 41atu\'bbs 

sl:tlneoe moat have "_ 10Cllte4 neaJ.i the t800 ot'h9 matn cb7. 011 

8COO'tiIlt Of the .Jltir1BNd.ttmoe on the f'an It tIN GU8~ to 

_1. one td.m1te after tbe oircuit ~ b$d ltlO'm1 out botOM throw

lrtt: t t In a_1ft. lie "DOde4 tbat ,.. batt Juri 100ltett .6 bi •. _~ 

md no, .... tha' "6 ........ ~ .ioqe tho bJ'a1r8r bid. bIMft 

thr.oWn out When he ohauoe4to lOOk out of the 1)OWer ~400I', as 

he lOOked towar4.tM .,,It. bam ~to" to '~lt6 bbroml' 

1» · .. pin. wMn. h4 .. a ~ of leavea aM ~l CO!CO out of tn. 
, . 

OJ*lin« a4jaoent to ,be ~ houeo. tlhero the t_01"tU7 tan "" 

lator luWlecl. Be ttmnt t.n ..... Itch lQfJer dmrn on the _1tI~ 

Wt fol~1n8 We all the 1S~ "era thrOwn nt.. n. ~'ht.mlr;me 

.tated that it "Nt ouat~ tor thO machine men Md ot~ tn 'be 

mine to ~.t tboir .toboe witb bte. tdl'lOe tho am ~tp was l"\Ui in 



eooo ....... _til tht Whl.'1.e In ~bo pOWtr'Vla1l' • 

.. dpt 0DIln-' at tbe pOWC' ,lan, ... ~ to 10 hc'lr.1s 

a.tar4q ~ t _ cbaoe4. to be a ebOr' .41 .... ftiOlI 'he mdutb 

ot W. ..... abaft 1dlGn the uploetoa ~ • ~ that he 

bOard ... 0'tlD4 ~_11D8 'he Uplo8lO1'l of .. ~,. Sd .. dust 

ea4 __ ~ ,..". the "'bot tbe eb 8Iaaft to. Ml_t Of 100 

re.t • 

. "'aut-., If.DOh at JOtne ton.. ......... to th8 poqr 

houH _ .... Jbt. MOl" to atop the 1IIo01a1ftel!r .. ·"H had bOlD 

aD .,181. SA tile lItAe. 

AlkId·_f· ·laQl 'liho -, atob •• ,**1141'1 with 

tbt .1IWl ~ wltb a pillet- abcu' 50 toe' WOSl W ....... qu1'. 

4"; is .., ,lHett. at •• IIINi I!Itl4 ~ .. eater04 the lISJ1e wOntD81 

fi~ua •• _l w. &uf.t. wblab we S fir • ~ 4.., to plaMa 

... a~ wbOllJ abate 4vat. It ... ~,... that· .... , ~o.. 

otO'Cl oRb" t"- ,t •• tor. IlDIi the ~ .... ,...1.17 olW 8e • 

plaOG 1Ibue tMn ... 001'1814erable 4wst. 'fh1. _In. '1lf11i17 _. fitoo 

bOla 0"-.'1·." and •• tbe boat bFuDbod ~ __ , in ~. mlnG. 

11* IhUJ l' ft_ nllOri04 'bit NY .. l .... pNbQl, fOUl', 

~Mftct the IdM at &,254) a.m. em. tho da, 01 \he .. 1.o81OG in or4er 

to'1an Oftl tor tho 4A1e l.o#41ne. as thltli' p1 ... ba4 bMl ol&a:nc;d 

Of ~~;On the 4aJ procadJns the e:ploe Ion. !heGhO'· .11""" b, tho •• 

1fIIm" at! to hcfe relUlt.l In a wlDS¥ thO, whtOb ....... tb£t .... 

plo.lou. fhoee IIMl ~ til tho tweDt, etdh t.tn . ..,. 

_ lsIUSS!! SOII8 ot the 1.11'1101'8 &8.'" tq, the tIrmltl, f01#th 

. 10n • ., he4 'bee 1410 to" ooao Umo PN'i10U8 to tbi; oxplOi11on on 

aoooant Of ta'fcS.tle up 'ht!I bo''-- WOrk ... to be N ... d In thb anb7 



au tMlD02.iIdq of tho ap1oelon arJd tho t1" boee had roqtl(t8Md tho 

rdJlo torertal\ tonotlt1 bbt in &4'f8tiOtt ot the "~10Zl ot WOrk 1n 

oJ!\tGr that he mtabt aamlne It careMl, b_(o" allovll1g the minon 

to dor 1'. a.waa HPlt«t tl) 'be ~,ta tb18ab)r. 

BIUSt._ Ef10Um :tr.ttm! -,? r. trnoht 8V,petnten4-t en4 

Hr. GeovS' lallier, 111M tor-. U4 " nilOU moe eatu0e4 the m1n& 

1nIII4I.'.17 aft..- 1M .,loeto a4 ", ~iac tho atopplqa 
. ThGY used mostly open lie;hts 
.IHU4 .. O .. .-n a\Mrat I1OOIJ. iIf. B. J. 8uftGat ~ of th4t 

~li. tlta'tOtl of the!taztOa11 of X1ne&. aoco,.,.te4 bJ w1.unteel" 

aeel ....... I.tl.Oa'Gr1 a!l4.au-r, ~cm. reeohe4 tbe Ida at about 

11250 ~."OD tho 4a, of t110 Ql)loalO1\t .an4 1I ... 11 .... lI,..n to ~ 

,tote 'he -sn~. oar 10. f, In ObIr,. fW ttol"Olllll'ltl11_ Bulite 

... tint.4 Jidnest, 101m ,..,.11. I'eIlOho4 the 1It_ ~t thOC , ••• 

OD. .. ..,. tt tbe «I!ptoasOlh ~ l)lntctoJ' ..".1.. •• 'be Idue era 

tho tmmtne of ~ 9. A.!.Jrovmt t~ In ~ 01 the 

1111'111n ___ stat tOll. al"l'i",ea at »1'10_111. ~ 1IOrZI1D8 ~e 

10. but 414 DOt _tel' tM attne un.tll tha' 6TOU1Dc. 

/;. 4tlO ,. o'btaiM4 £FOIl the 'Black. ~ 1dfto Ilea\' b1. 'd. 

Get up at tho 014 4ril't mouth neal' the powor hou.. Steam pipe 1tel"e 

1a14 to b taD ID4 1t wu road.7 tor~poretlO1l .t mt4I11e" sa~. 

but ft8 aot atane4 until 2100 Lm.~. !hi. t • •• operated 

•• a torce t.eo aa to OonlON to the 41Hotlona • the· 'f'OftttlsUll8 

GCU"ran.t O~U1ltt at tbe '1 .. the osPlollon oGOQJ'J'act. Prov1oua to 

thU tIM alD. 0"101a 1. be4 bUIlt .. 11qIt bonfire em the evtaoe ., 

tho aouth Of tho at!' ahett In order to lil41QCM ftQUlatlO1l in tho m1n~. 

_11. of b'GrnlDS ootton ._,. weN aleo tlu:'oa 40wn tho abatt to start 

an upna.r4 Otan'ODt of alr. 



_ a' .. to~,"J aotbtC unter 'M ~ 0* 

the BQnft toN ,-,10,_ ..... wor.;: ., .. , .. lseatel ......... 

fJrilttc1al bNltM1a&t "ft'" 
• E. 'B. StlttoD, t .... ..,..".118 a.eouo staUon. 

• 1. fl.' 0Irta. ~~ Mal'.*',to .a-. sutto:1, 

• 11111lD __ .·; ~ au eatot" Oar We. f, 

a JOha ..... 1\ .• ·ftid £U Ua.. xttse eaf&ty Oar Bo. ? 

• 1>1'.3, ~ ~ro~. ~t ..... Of ..... 

• A. 14 ~'_., .. ~ ..... stP, •• 
• w. f.. ~~ •. ~: _. ROCkWOOd. ~. 

I. _3~"1&i.··· .................... Of .,.. , .. ~. ,.~... ..... . , 
• J. ·w. ·s"':.~"··l~ l'Olf4ft' ~tB1l"tlln-., ·Ala. ",1 
.. I" .~ii., •. ~!:i~ •• : .......... 1 .... ~ . • ....... ~ ......... -U- .. __ .... 

Ii ·I.:L .• ,A._.j· ........... __ ... . 
• •• 1.-"" ~d ~ ...... _'D._ ............ lIlA-SO 'I ~...,... .. ".'. : ....•. ~~ ..... v. ~ . 
• O. 0:. ......... ,&t4'JIiMit. JI!De Welt 0Qa 10. " 

• Jobc lll-"'TOl~ ... MQa sa. ~ .... 
, ' 

II 3. W. --. KlidOa'·.," .... f.O.Al.a.R.Oo. Blndaa1 .... ta. Y01. 

• .............. '1IiD. 
• t11l"to JIoOD4t. 40 · ~'~.~. 
• lto7.1"~,. .,to-

• ~ ....... '40 

• fboaU w... 40 

• 1*.....40 

• Jftlr:e DbaIm. 40 

• (lew., Jl..,~ 40 

~ 

40 

c!O 

40 

40 

40 

dO 

40 

«0 

40 

.. 
dO 

«0. 

ao 

~ 

40 

dO 

40 

40 



-~ 
z 301m JIoCl'roI7. !tHOU. IIInt .,. 0.' 61. 1.1,00. YOl=teR, 

•. It. H. Basdltoa. sale...", ~,~ Co. Jll"11f.~ Ala. YOl:~m"

a F. 0, Lozlc. Into,..,." coal OompMt. Were.u. T.7. volunteerl 

a B. W •. Pl''''' 
• W. _. '-lbM. 

,!be Poft DaM04 ~ awlft4 ."tM ... Of tbe .-14.' 
s.». ~. ott- 12& .hlOb th.l~ ... .e' ,.tt. 

~:_ll11!ft. '.!B& ..... ~ 'bnatb1ng app&ra\U 

a41."'.'1iI ... t~ dtNU_ Of 'laO 1)~1' q4 tbtl ~ of 

~ lkaftau, Id,.._ ... ot the ~ ....... enotln« battl-.. 

~l.th1IIc ""tats., ad ..wlq .. 1to4!ee_ fte eetplOJMa 01 
. . .~ . - . 

the -!ta.1lt With 1'01 .... a..s..ta1lh(*l1. .... lq ~th1q ~_ 

tn. the bed1mtorl e4van0e4 6t0#8 the _Sa etltI7 _til the. tace ... "*~. 

edt eDIt then -,1.011 U\e 01-... -.tr.t_'.:P.ttns_1l bod1". arld a4rt~ 

ID8 tbe .'Mtohel" 0I"fI1I1J Of tbetr looatloa.!Mt_ re, .... wQl'kod in 

corpS oOmpoHd ot " OJ' & lIeD. • -J'Ot'eneOOJl'p' bOlD8 _14 In ret41noea 

tor !natant ""1~ at· aU ti... Ae'~ oro •• _triel var1«td In length 

t~.a.ooo t., 8,000 teet. erd the. U .... illlottod tortbe ~~. ft'Ots' the 

maath ot the enu, to tM lace and ;,**t avoraee4 .'boUt one hour. ,he 

men had to work "'17 talJ14lJ. Ooileoquen'lJ 'he work ._ ft'q 8l"dltOU. 

MoreOTer, the' root was .,., 1_ 1ft plaoee. '11 ,he Cl"O,e ent,le,. aD4 

.e tar ... po.etble, the atf 00 ..... allOt ,. .. explored bet ... tl\e'::Vtl1-

Ulatlon ... ombUehecl. Thla ... _ doH to toea'- eD7 DtJS etlll aU.-

an4 to 418OO'fer an4 mli18tl1.h aD1' tl"_ botor. tho \'GnU taUon shO\114 



be ftOItabllabe4. ad. IUQ' Intl.t!imlabl e ". In tho lliu 1M 4awn our tbe 

tb· ... !.bat W. method of -procecluro was 9180 ... ~trate4 br the 

r." Of tbeman tOUl.14 alive, and the dteOO1'ft7 of lsttlalDable gu, end 

the:m~8bmelit· of • ..-em1 lh-••• 

IlW ftlt,tl1aUon was reeetablilthed .. tU' .s pOdl)lo in aocor4 ... 

anoe With· Ute ooua* Glob it took pl"O'fiOU. to tbe uploeton. 81nGe thle 

.....a. tb.o Wi ... " OO'ttJ:"jJe to tbe Chi.t IupcJotor. tbe IItJlfi ottlolall and 

thO" .M$Olle ... f1.rctt on tM ICOM of tho ..,lod.. fo tMe eu4 the 

~/Imn't ....... ere"ted at tho iIOUtha o.f all oro ••• td ..... atr 

~ ... aD4 the O"ftm)8#' on tho ma1n Ol'lv, at tho IIOQ.tb ot ~he thirteenth 

lot.' ea'''_ ... relrd'1t. Some of the ........ weN ot ~ o»iDtm 

\blt "Ch ~ onbl and all:' coun •• b01Sl14 he ... 'be __ lOhd am wn-

ttUtel la,t. \\un. e4wmclns tub,.. aloes tho .... _..,. and f#Uhina 

\he Ol.ltlJltUI' O1IlTOZlt fit tho mine ~ Mob ... u .• ." 'bUt it 

1f'OU14 .... 'bit ibia plan woa.ld haTe requ1ft4 ~ ,,_ than thfl one 

1.lH4t l1.aoe MI17 01 tho romu'lt •• hold tbs'ouab ~ •• CtZ'oa' ctl7 

to anothtr. _ it would haTe b.eGrl nflOONN"1 to enot a441Uonal 'brat-

ttoee at ihtt IID\lt!ul Of thea'e rooae III 01"4 .. to ooM'Q4'.tbe all' UV to the 

f'80. of tIM 0l"0_' entZ'J and out the oort'tapontlD6 aSI' OOUN$.. B,the 

lllAul a4()pte4 wbat lUlle alr 'he tentpor8l'1 tan tJ'ye .... OODluotGd to the 

tac. ot the main entry Md tbftO allowed to 8plU. on. pel"t going to the 

lett a4 81owl1 drS tUng baok tbroU&h the lett enul ... and th6u roturning 

to the upo&8' by "''1 fJt the oyorGaat.Whllo the othel" apll t went to the 

rilbt aM ODftlated through the naht entrie., U4 theftre'\U"11OC1 to ,he 
upoa .. ' br ... :; ot 'he matn a1r ooure. Or' JIIfIDIII"q. eon.14 .. 1nethe cond! tiona 

in the mine am. ,he tmtllt wlUll:lle or air given ~1 'bo tan. tho course 8dotlted 



O1'4bar1lJ \be tan at the adJOb:l!q !h1Btle i'd.u WI run ae a 

toroe tan, ., lOOn alt. the exploolou. the oftlo1a18 of the rustl. m1ne 

revere. thO·" '0 4raw out aD'3 att~ 1n Q~e1' to .". '" 1 .... of 

81\1 men·Wbo 'lillpt ,tlll be aU". in the lOU81"lsht cr. __ triM. . \'here 

... ~ 4lhot ~ t'Ht:l th. Orole l«ountaln 111" to the !h1att.mt.u. 

os1lUnc •• tbt time of tbe uploaton. .1'~ aoae ,.. ... -SO Itlob an 

otMtftlDa ,.. ,.,.,-.. .. t11. 1>\1\ It had 'bG_olom tat.. 'Phe ftneen

~ .1 ........ -..te.tb aDd .lehieeath riCht nbl .. b8cl b ... ,111a!'tt4 

baok 200 to lOOt ... ·trom tho 'bo\J.!i4617. 'btlt the !htatl. tim ~Wl1', 

pulled,~ att.-., ~~ this caftd sretm4 ... the !tal •• I. 118ft Wel"G 

4:-1.,,1'1 O\lt Of u.·w 'Pta .. 10 lOtmttev d'te1" th. tan ................ a4. 

lat.'\. rAe ... 1:Iballt to pt'Oerelle be7on4 ttl. Oft"" JAtl*fld.tlo 

mine _ .~ tit .. aftei'4atlp.. Morooftr. all tB JIlt. til 'H ~.1. 

able W«l"ttftltooate4 '" \11. ~. 

8$Ip1. •• ~ the lidJle air in ~bfI t8()G ,of tIla .id.tfllth riabt VR'G 

oo11eo\e4lftcr ,be exp1oa-101l an4 the %,,(tGulh I1H appeD4t4. 

It ... ,be. ooaocums or ()plnlbn ~ \be 1II8n 1tbOt.~ ~ 

the ... thins _ppata'- that t'126 mouth breathing tOl'm •• IIIGOh ,",~blo 

to the holmet .. oaptOlally under' tbe con41 tiona ot low rcot alIA !l#JT()W ou

triee tlutfi.,«&i". In tho arcH Uolmteln mine. One otthe .acm. •• l"lns 8 

breathil1$ 8p1U6tul tttfod w1th a holmut at OYeJiOOme b, atte1'4ac!p 'by 

l"GfUlon o~ hte helme, ~lng dl.'Plaoed 'by a1Irlk,1ne asa!n.' .he I'OOt, Be 

.. I. hotrnol'. qul~ .,...,1 ... 14 bJ' 19M8 Of the p1llmoto~. fbi. ft" the onl1 

bat,ad In.tan. of an acoidcmt to rettCtl~ men. 
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oaoloee4 bJ _.eo ~. two In ,he air ccmrM aDd 0210 Sa .ho 
b~ Pan 01 the __ tift in \he ...... Jxro.'Q8b. .. \014_ 

out betoro ,be ~ .. t that 'POW ooalti 'be built. fhO.~ 

WOl'O ma4. of OM 1Mb p1ttr-.tc:. pu441a4 mth m o~ dug; t'.r'QIi the ~ 

_in .,140 ntl'lt the 4r1.tt mouth. 4 2 lIS!. Inch _m Uno wa_ la14 trom 

a _11 ~ OD thfJ 'IJIOWltain ne8r the ~th of tM all' IheIt and alO!l8 

the ftI41n. oc,,", \() tlw tlJ"O. ru. saTO a boad or Pout U5 Ie., a4 

allowed \b$ _Hz' to 'bo ~ in&lcW tbet "ttw~ em to tho .tlft. 

!hIG t'S.rewU 110' OI:aP1otel.y'esUnsdehe4 ., tho tlJaO '\1.1& aaatnaUoa 

._ mad ... , .. , ... UtI4 .. ocatHl am appa:rent1J &1", ed~tIhM~ 

l~lou, _: the ~ . ." the· _Ie,.. Une tho 'lH .... ~'", moaa& 

of a boM _ UIfi.. wat4Q" .. btO'aeht into tbI; IJd.nci lJi ... 1.- in 

mlno G8N. whlGh ... t111ed at tba MM tipple _ the bauW to tho 

DINA of tM ••• , ••• __ Pl. fJheM the, .... _'1_ bJ __ of a 

baZI4 P"Jl9 e10b a~ m~ ·the ... lbte. ilda ~ ... _, as 

.ftee'lft .. tb9 ..... U. ... ~ ,t, 

1bP. tMoJ'.1I. a,l'908ter. Ch1~t ?Uno l~T 'OF tile state Of 

~I" 0l1d h1e ,h) 888001.'08. .ro"ph tu,ohIu\\8 am 30M DoM. os

am1n04 the r:lS.Ub vOSidD64 YOJ:'fI C$l"Gtb 1 'l7. fhtt mtl30 .a In trr. Mc.baJ"4iJ • 

dli!JtrlQt iIIld be htl4 m6de t., Im!"pGctllona or it 4iDOO hil! nppolntmGttt 

ln .1'one, 1911. tn ClMltlon to tho abovo tOOn, -:;11". Z. '1:.'. l)I.ltto", Sttp

erh.'ltal1ont ot thO -~"eo COOl O~t ouw. ~800, lir. ~. p. 

~f).Mtno lneJDcnor f$r ~f) Travoll .... I!urb$noo ~t 01' t!e.rt

ford. COnn. WbIOh ~ osrI'lGc1 the llabll1 t;y J.neuJenCf) on tho tUM 

.. Ie-



DE'" !he wen: <d nlOtlt aM. erams.natlon was 8Ori0'Q.l1,. retaJl40d bJ' 

D:t1mBl"OU8 ttres, tbe preHDOe of wh1ch ... lIIIftlteete4 sa the won ot roo. 

, oatabll~ 01 .. .u1.8Uon P"Osroaa8ll'41 A small t1re _8 tOlmd 1zl tbe 

eWeGl1th rl&bt bJ the ~ ... but it Wtl8 ou11:1 attneutehe4. ano"r 

gob flre was then 41 .... ect. 1n the e1&htoentb lett at t116 pobtl 4881saated 

on the 118.P ... ·the fiN ed1uplahe" from the can ~ uae4'!n .w.utna 
it.. It was ...,..., .,. bti'ON .. fire we. oomplete13 oztblauloi.l. 

Late • tiN ~ ~ " ~ ln tho eff'fel1'-.th lett. .!.bte 

eon fottDd hal! ~ to the Obdn pJ,llar. am hal to be 41IC ott t1u117 

br the piCk aDd ... , 4O\fIlwJ.th _tor as lt _., abo1'GICd. baOlt. A luaLt 

tin was to_ hi .. ~ til the ..... G«ltb l"1gbt at .. ~lnt 

4f)U.-W ·Oll the .,. .. W. oaued a 401a:r ot a'bout ton Opt atlt 

It oou1ct be ~17.~ ofti a l1n8 bra"loe ... ",,104 Ul) to 

isba tire ill 0l'4_ to 'brlqtho trfth air to the tire 80 that the UA 

oOQ],d. flGr'.t at the •• W1.. !hi. tiro ~ to tb4 air OOut'H 8Z14 

was, tlnall3' eaal0ae4 .. 



*"PlO1008f ar. i. J. ~ s.,.dA~- ot tho.-. two. w... 
"pre.en_U .... ot* mtun;, _.....,. h.1Mee. SQ.tt ___ JuI'D 

o~ tho Dux GaU· of JltllGtlt. 1Il84. up tbe 1r.mJotlsa'1D6 ~ .. 

!be ~1On Of'the D4no 'I'Ol'tdDf)t __ bGetn on Ja~ 8, _ 

C)Oat)lotod on Jif:IsrJe, 11. ~ 'Me timo all. of the =1ne wo~ 

tr-oal the aldOonthrlab' .~ to tho heDt;t atdI lett wer.e -t~ 

1n 4.,"1. All poe.lbU ....... 'eM stvc tlIBtaJdlllD6 -",.1l; 

tbO $0 otttc1al •• 

1dIJt_-",.-'1lU8J . !he _tin mine voridnga trora'" 
eovotiteonth I'lab' __ ~~ tott oat1'l .. 1nalulift ... I.tJbre 

to tho tClee 0' tl'ie'~1l -Wv ..... att$Oted =:-0 01' lA .. lIT \he __ 10-

.l~ t~t.- __ ... fl.o~ .. t~ in tb& ... _ th~"""T 

t~ ~\v ,,6_. ___ tfbtIl left ctJ:'1os .. the ooneQOJl4-. 

'1D«atr ...... 

..... ,atlJill'; ..... , tho tiM of tho eq1os101l the ttnt ~ 

en~" ".. tho ....... th 1Mt ead. h n1nRMIltb. J'l&'1t, 1t1 '-tAl ot 

whtoh«J.\ltl •• P1.1lot ... k1Qt woJb4 bJ pi. WOtJt. .a.11 tho I'tt;h' 

mtn. t.a'bJe .. Diu .... ftt,ht .... wo~ b, l114'blD .. , at .... all 

the •• left . ...us .. ~ .~ tIleD.· Ifcon4 left l:M111el.-o. 

h, ~._ AIthUI' adtb olJ4 1)01'1. 1l'1nh appeN$l" 
.... 

haTt , __ tho 1...,..,. I:l ~ tbe ~la.4~, WllUsu BeQ4mH>a 

wor~ in J::001?J 1.'0. " In fnM Jl1notoenth ~ on"", aM hlea e. Hilton 

lTfm40l"8C)11 won:e4 1.1l _ora WOlf 4/1 tn ,be. a.ome -"1 Artb'QJ.' sal". lI'W1n 

Srdtht bit b~t. lJo~. lne eM .Al"tbilr f",octt ~ In tM -tat, l"OCII 

In tho eIghteenth tttt -"t$7t plllarb1g the rooa.. .I..l'thur 8i\1tJh ftoW 

tho lucrlptScu OB tl» door tn the el~teeAth lett. and lett the 4o~ 

O'PGAt and then. proUb1y w1th ooopOt'aUoo ot 1lor1e trlfJh (Who 4rOYO 
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the oontractor'a _le) "leetH the baulftJ be • ..,. the alstecth and 

sO'\'G.t\tHl1thl.tt. CIlWl08. the hlp.- point! on tbat a140 ct thG miM • 

.. the moat IhCll, ploc. to bQ!14 tho- baldoado. Do:raco lliah, tatbeJo 

of :DoriO. who alJlo'lfo1!:t'C4 In tho o16bttenth lett. va. 1,nJuracl by tbe 

uploflM; ." bad. b$ea lett 01\ ...... tecmth lett enu,. all he •• 

.able to 110ft. hI.olt. 'ftdl0 tho 118ft"" coutruotlrig the ba#I'10a48 

the s.4 ..... ~ Gn4 WeN .-04 to ua1cJt b.\ ,btt ~tloa. 

~ 'S_ 'butlta _11 0" b8.'r1S084e Of Q'O'b l"OO1cS n80r 'he 81rieenth 

left en.,. '11~ Uap .. _14ft OIl tbo top ot We wall to .... 

&8 a -l'itblc- Of -. .~aob ~ tho etter4emp. When 'm IN .. toUD4 

to be OOSSaall1to t_ b#nt~. fl'Cm the ~th lett 1mO~ ..,.,1. 

0840 .. bull' 41 , .. !tab,. tD tim· OM. _ 80 teet fI'ol!i tho ..-.enM«lth 

lett~. !bll one was '*11' quit. 1011411 of;o\; the .,.oea betwea 

the 'Piece. of.lato Nltlg 1111<14 \'11th be7 from tbti *1. 0."10 on 8tgb_eon. 

loft. 'ho 0t1'- pari or ,be wall )11ne ~ried b7 an 014 400l'. !he· 

~ Wide the lMl#toad1f ... 4U teot 10!ll$. G teo.t hi. and 9 teet w14& 

U ~ ~t.J.o .. lIt1t'9 put u, at""t11o mutlw of the 91'0 •• enV1ee~ ~ air 
'~J( .. 

~ 1~ the 'balrloadO en4 tho lCWC" _11.-. DoO(tetIO&I"1. !be man insldo 

tho barr1084e re-ponect tha~ tb01 __ "he the moutha at the «aWl" we", 

being cloaed b1 tho dumge lDtht1r dl' Wltb1n t\1O barr1C&4o.Wllltam 

~l'tKIa bad _ Qll lamp, and tho othol' tour brI4 ca:rbl4e tampa. '1'.beJ 

JlGPOrtocl tba' the7 bad to ..... b- lIopa with thotr 00&" in Ozrder to 

koep theul ~ lMnfb1tb -' »011.e Inch ba4".. ln2n104 abou\- the 

taco aDd barl4a ~ the name tl'OIl the ftplotsloa, * latt .. Nth>'!!!' H.ON~ 

aM. .. hie burneI save 111m 00Q814.~lo paJn he requlre4 .tteDtJ;on. Soo" 

went thl'OUIJh the 10wn barricade hom '!me to 1:1110. Gbl brou/lht .. ter frcxt:I 

....eo... 



. the t\1ba Oft tbo Gl~t.eC!l':j'th l.ett fmtrg. whU'e ,bet nul. ~1:1 dmnk. 

A ~ fell t'toml aMWB w;t'~tt!d ~ "" anel'4lmp 41l'OO1:1, outb7G the 

dOot' on whleh Arth.'ar i:\mith b&I4 nl tten h!JJ lutruotlona to tho rea<AtO 

~.. John "tu.#f M,S a11.0 f.n th~ banlOD..de btl, l.ett l' 011 5a~ or 

~ eftru.ng. 1n (JO.~ w1 th Uih-e Smith. em th ·btrd. em axe and 1'.tilft 

• piCk. !ber bed 4et~na1 ,~ _~ tMtr., out to the ~l\ ~nb7. 

!he bo4y ot Jom tltlft _. t()Und ttl tho tlldemth 10ft _11" about U6 toot 

h-aa \be min catl7'. on ~ evtm!ug· of ~ 'bl\"~" 'betlf~ ho hoe". 

'''lt~. S. '9'IU oltt.1nr$ aan1:n.t "be rib. hte _ and -l1dl~ lamp .tnl 

on hie bM4. and. U1& piO'k abou.t ttll toet outbtC tb. bOrJT. l7ltl4 eQlltl.le' 

.. rlb& tho bOd: _6 not ~ .. bad tM a~ of Ming 4ead 

\rat • *'" t1Ge. • body at ~ _'1l was toand. 'Us tM .1)t~~b 

left $$.1' OOUHO. about 20 ttltt ft(D \he. ~, .. 40 teGtI hom 

wbe ... ~'S beq waf) 418OO'N*.. !J1e 'ba4r ... bl •• "tine -poettlG11 • 

.. tile .. Whto1l be 0UIiGd. '#lWD. ho lan f;ba banloade. _a on top of 

t. tall • 

.AhO'ilt 1$.00 p .. m. ~. ~ 11. 1. It. ~ John "ol'ftll 

ea4 Jotm ll~ 'HZ'a in a oat' 111 .. hiGh oue of ·tiw Ulven ft_ tatdng 

l"QOUG 6pptU'{&t-c.s into the mine along thG matn -t1'7; when tm car had 

Foaohod a point o1lPorJi te tllo I!)Uth 01 th,elsbteenth lott cmt17. whioh 

waa IJto'ppscl 1>1 " brattle.=. ~~. ~M ~cUDe; on the mlllio 

of tile brattioo. Q2X1 aCkinB to be lot ou(l. A .. ~J.ng tll$t th., VG.loo came 

fJ:om fiOS8 Of too mnore ~bO \'f~ tm~ in ~tUng up tllQ brBttloet. 

Jrotm m1 ltloMrd. toch n 1)ick aDd toro a \,1.,. ott the b"'ttlo~ and "1'8 
.. toli1shOO. to tiDl threo ~ tM \wo HmAM1*lO and !mu Smith bollind 

the 'bl'attloa. flU l1ats ?cdoreon _8 caoldtlf: h10 pitH': t1"l11o Still th' B 

hands and. taco wore 'burn64, b'lt thfJ ~o Rond01"SOZUI woro in faIr oO%ldl Uon. 



1M _1 ..... too1t ,be threo iIeD 011' to tho ISOdtll et the 1Idlte.· an .. 1' tbe7 

hal bt0mt4 the "80M Dn1 that th6re ..... two IIIIm ntll hi. 'hG bU1.i..CI4o 

1:rQ.~~1. to oeme wt unaf81ete4.. 0110 ot ,be moa. \be7 .14, .1I btd'l3' 

~ aDd 1D z:wto4 ot atteutton. 'B'en-ol1 ron along the _In onb:{ to too 

.... , tltth lett entJ7. wheft *"itS_ PaUl. 1M IU.tltdae am1 the reaatDlor 

0-1 tht ...... =- we" anoable4. aM. Worao4 thea tbat thero vera 11'f'b1tt 

111ft Sa the .l~'b lone A roaOt&e 001\'0 ". at 0D0\t to1'tl8d. 00\Ip0H1 

ot .,.... ~111. ,. .. 11 Im4 lom ~ .1'h !tIat 0. Boborh. 

,..... IJl4 fill 1l~. -SA« ... ~ . .".. !be NiIOtH) ~ t0UD4 

the laIorlf'lesl Oft tho o1lbt._\h len 4oer-.... Ip bouU ,oln'lDs ~ 

.. ~..... ..,.,.. the 'bani'" -. ~, Doli. IrtA aDd 

!fti-. toott .... Drown _ o. Roboft. ,1aOt4 ... ~ .... lq on Meh'e 

,.. e1I4 t .... _ ,... .. , to \b8 ........ 

~ Nth·. CIIlft. face ets4 both ~ ,.... 1IaJnfkt. tbe l"1~ one 

..... 11. Ie ..... at ... , tho to .... Of .. _to.1oa ~ecl him 

.. 4btaaoe _ 4rOppGd bi. eo that be It.dud. em hle 1teGtr. fide 

... , ......... OOft"oborata4 bu the tao, tbat Me baclC appeal'e4 '0 be 

~. Wholl tM .,1Plorl o~ be ..... tbIt he ~, !to tel, 

tu ~ tl'\'lllbl0 am b.ud 11 dina,· __ m! • t1Uh of tift tollowed, 

'Wbloh .. t ble c1.othtns en tiro. ltG "1~eht4 tM tire in ~ et the 

"'be UNd tor -tertn, the muloa. lioI8K tbat 101m 'Otttt mt4 ,.A1'thtu- 3mi th 

10ft the! ~1n4M' or tho bamClidc4 ~ ., about 8100 'P ..... turd"", 

u4 tbat thog ftre &Qbg toarard the ertdooilth 1.,... 



HtlItD 0' !VDmmJ.!be _Ina,!. of 'h~ mtne "SIG at ,be d.rtn 

2lIOuthor 18lD 0lMtnl!1s am prolftsae4 lnbro. A pl00e of e'l. •• wa. to'@d &n 

tbe tnb1'O 8140 or • 'POet at about 200 foe' f'rIOl3 the mouthl about no tOc:lt 

tl:Irthor In'b1o boo 'Pl~ ot elata were to\1n4 etloktns OIl tho Inbye .1<\0 

ot a 'POst_ M4 at tho aamc pOint the lnsul.atora on tholDb1e 814e o£ poat. 

were 00VGN4 with 4J7 duat. 

J.bO'Ot 400 teet ft01I .,. ~n UiOtlth a ~., CD t.Jw lett e14e ot 

,~ -_ Utl. vatu of aut 01l tho 107& e14 .. 'Jut tbCtte ... the ... 

q\Wltlt, o~ .... bo'h lab,. an4 011",. aldet of the l1al1$ton. At 

about (1)0 , .. , & .. 11 ,tHe .t1t ~001£ .. tound. bsi'be44ed 1n ,~ In'b1O aWe 

ol .. »Oat .. the .. Ish' 81d.o of tho entl7. I. poet 600 tee, Ia bac1 a _11 

p1000 of ~ .u~ lis tbe lDbfe814e. At 610 tori a 1'Oft had • be1n 

of dan, tai •• 1. lD 0l"0" aeo1!oD. OIl the tllbJe a14 ...... *'00.' tbe 

center of be. pod. At about IHSO t"' a po.'wa eMft • tbe in",. 814e 

ot vhtOb a _11 ,Ieee of Pon. was ~ abOut ODe 11:iJtl! en4 the root 

or tho en., .. abo'a.t 15 ~ high. At &50 toet. a po8t Oft tbe lett a14e 

01 'be ClU7 bid OIl the lnblO e14e, a min of dust 1 1/8 lDOhee wido, and 

exten41ns m. tho top to 'bottom. At th18 point flh. '''''ok ... not muddy. 

as had hol'Ototore bGim tho 0&80, ':ietttr WIt rmmlD6 alongalde o~ tbe ttaOke 

Sbale, m1:fJd 1dth coal, '"0 on tbo t-rac1t. At ''15 teet a po., that etood 

on tho left aIde OEthe entry had A trllln ot duet 1· 1/2 tnoho8 "ldo. on4 

ext<m41ng hOm tep to bottom on -the lAb" 814e ot tl'o..e pOet. At 700 teot. 

a 'Prop on tbe ft.' 8140 ot the ant17 had a train ot duet tbe eams u 

Jus' DOt_. an4 aleo _11 OGXe-UkO s'lObU" em thO lftb1e.lde.( sample 

ra1tOIl by 10'. Paal.) b11 slokl .. WON alao ... on the 19,. aldo of.' a 

prop on the lett ald. ot the en\l"1 at ?lC toot. t'beM globule. Hr. in 



8 tJre.tn of 4UIt abott, '1 t/I lDObel Will., t1lC!7"" ~ ~/16 " 1/& :lDOh 

in 41. .. _. am .... the tint h141oatlon8 01 eOltlzsa. oa the· ~ et4e 

of a _11.,. 0l'0H .. on tho len 81do 0.1 tho enh7t at 750 ted thoH 

won ,.., ... 11 ap1otobH of CO_. "lightly «10"'--. $Dl ~ NOll -au 
had a· 811"1':1 ~e. !be.tot> ~ • prot) on tbGii~t, old& had bterl 

pwIhod ou~ . ,t 'rI5 ttot COke was found more ~ tm tho outer 

eidoot a prop .. on the ber ••• ft. 0'f14eDottl b1 tbeappta~J1OI Of 

the top of "~J .It·WO ,.at th6l'G ... ro .1)1'0})8 ....... left on the 

Ott~ .... of 'fhlth ••• hDq OOk1ae. The 1'1_' baD4 1ft,. .... a'kAtt·· 

6 , ...... ~ ot tbe lett ban4 onee. At tM. pt)lat tben .. ~ 

-"I' 01l tbe....,. 
At eoo tHl_ , .... ~ .. t •• t0WS4 cUalo4ll4. .. ...... _ 0&\ 

tho out'"- .... 01 ...... 1 ... en4 rmmias _te. l1l \he .. t_ of the 

road.,.. ;. 1'0"' .. 'tile .ltht at4. ft. kII' cm~l_ • oat. ·l.fh'lc oa 

lhe tloe bI4 ....... 01 4:t1 41Ud On tbe 1n'b7t ~ at •• ,_, Up aa4 

bOttom- At 880 toe'_ • P'O'P 18 . te4t Ions had a train Of bt Aut em ... 

I11blO expo .... ___ IDs tHm the top to about 4 teet b01I tbe bottara. 

At 'blo lO=t aU ~~ were 41elo4ge4. !bon \fA no ditch hero ... 

It bfI4 ","bab11 "MD:tl1104 'bit the 4.br1a ot the Ql:Ilodou. 

... t 900 -teet t:bIrG _I a IlCOOt14 opening ~ tMrlf1it. Opposite 

this tpu.nlq tbero .... a l'O8' with a tre.1:t1 of'd'OSt OD tbt ~ ts14., • 
. , 

moodtnB troJII-t«rp to lIottom.. At 9~ there wae a .,rop 10 teet In leeth 

Which bat tho top pUbe4 It teat outb:ve. At 9OC,tteot th ..... -., an epeniq 

to the lett ,,1 tb tftCl vir. into 1., .. 11ne Of _Ole edido! Into thU 

opOnlne. but., abcnat 40 teot D tall oo,-ero!. the _ok. At 980 foot 

4181.04Se4 'bib ....... tound .. 1 th thiCk 'raw or 4\11' on the lD.bte expo-

....... 



At 1.000 teet there was an opening right and left and all timbers 

were dislodged exoept one collar; there was running water on the track 

at this point. 

At 1,100 teet there was an opening to the right; all timbers 

were dislodged, and there was water on the roadway, and the roof was about 

12 feet above the traCk. 

There was. an op~lng to the right at 1,200 feet, a~d the traok 

was wet·, but there was no running water on it. The Umbers were 'all dis

lodged.'trhere was nO' water on the track, but tho floor was tmldd)' nearby. 

At 1275 feet a oollar was marked with "t145 a.m. 12/9/1.1,11 ThiS oollar was 

puBhed outhre a'bout 12 lntshes. and on the inbye side of it Was' a train ot 

:dry dust. In the niches of 'a broken collar there W8sfinedua't about 1/8 

inoh :.deep. The rpad1tay was damp at this point. 

~e COllar Of a set ottlmbers at 1300 feet had a train ot dust, 

triangul!lt" incross section, extending across the inbye side. The eet W8S 

pushed about 9 inches outbye. At 1320 feet there was a small opening 

on the right, and the timber sets at this point were pushed out .. one leg 

3 feet from the vertical; the roadway was damp a t this point. At 1350 

teet there was a oollar still standing with a orescent shaped train of dust 

on the inbye sIde. There was also a pleve of coal stickIng on the inner 

side ot thecolla.r~ .At 1360 feet there was an opening to the right and 

Borne water standIng on the roadway. 

Froni¥~ooto 1400 feet the roof was 18 to 20 feet above the road

way, but at 1400 teet the roof was only about 5 1/2 feet trom the roadway, 

and this low roof oontinued tor 20 feet, when it again rose to 20 feet from 

the roadway. There was an opening to the right at this point, and also 
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.t8l141ns ".tor on the tl'llOk. !he inbyG edsea ot tbe 1'00t 81ate were 

\7hUeaed and .1104. At 1450 teet there wee a large o~n1tl8 to tho ~lBh~ 

w1 th .. ter nmuing on tho tl'lLClt. At 1.4&0 toot the root wa9 only 5 teet 

~ tho rondway. 

At 11500 tet'ben ,*e a gobbOd openlna to the r1sht. with the 

root but f5 t •• , (rom the floora thore • ., aleo standing water on the traOk 

at thie pcb'_ At 1675 thel'e ... re O~ ~f'Il' and 10tt, with a new 

plaU 'bRtUo. CW81' the 1.t, opeaJ."4t the 1"0--" wae lDUd4J at 'hi. ·,olnt. 

~ opoalns to ~ rl&bt •• tOUZld at 1600 ''''. _d tho boeCk ._ 

mudd,. it 16J<j te.t there .. an open1ns to t~,1ofl. not b,.t~l0e4. but 

010aod by' a tall abo\\t 20 I.e' hom ,he maln ent1'7. Tho l'OadwaJ-- damp 
" , ... 

at 1.660 'H •• a4 than .. an oP,mlns 110 tho right that/ftOal"11 c)1o.ocl 

wt'h'~. 

At 1'100 tM' thel'o ft.' an C)pIning to tM rifllt. 01.0804 brlOb, 

tho 1*004_,. was 417* a' 1'80 toot thoft W48 an oDOnlntJ to the rleht. 

rJOetl,. ",bbe4, tbe ae.as, ehalo root ".. brokOn and timbon 1I'Ore dlI1od~_ 

'At 1600 tee' tben we a BObbed. aponlfttf to 'tbe l'iJ)ht. and tho maiD 

et17 'td4enOd to 10 toe" ~18 we tho ~m'J.ns or "0. 1 s14etftlolt. tJhen 
\ett 

'fI'88 a gobbe4 opienlug to tho rl€ttt at 1050, an4 aleo an OpOtllng to the &tpi 

at 1900 too., whlo.'l wae almost full or gob. A.t 1900 toot thare was a180 

an oponina to tho 1Idi, •• ~1 on 'the risht of the main ent1'J. fborG 

was a e;obbe4 ot*rll1$ to the riflll' at 11,000 toet. 

stat10n 1,100 'flU tho stopping at tho air sMtt. The oro 88 ' eee

tlcm ot the main ont1'7 oppoeito the all' sbatt .e l500 toet "1~ 25.000 

oublo teet or air paeatng per mtuut •• on ~ece~ber ,18. 



Oontlnu1ns atOllS tbe .in mr, tn. of tM thirteenth 10ft 

tM oo1'll1Ulon.e 'INtra sa Ihowa on ,he .ketoh .-p_ fho atopphsgfs I1l'"1l 

m=beJ"t4 1nb,o ~ tho ten to tbe tw-v .bttb lett~.t a'to'Pp~S NO. 'f 

the "'cu. pl\ri1 found " bOd1 ~ '&f1 th tbe bead out'byet the bead ao 

badt,' ()t"U.tJMd Md tho right log blomt ott. Anotb&l" 'bodJ •• found at 

llo. \0 .toPping. !he o~'. whlOb .e ontl1'011 dQb-0104 had b .. 

at W. point. ..._.~ ... o. 14 and. 14 a _t01" _11i ot l0a4Od 

oarIJ" f'OtUdl thO ca ...... a\l blOlm outeK. _ 'bod!"_ 'b&tb 

'badl, lDGn81ed. Q 'Mt -"_ 'l.r1q taoe ~ .... to\Wl nHr tbe 

bip. ~ ... tbe 1IO\o~ a4 bte~. !h8.~ on tbe 
r 

ata •• wre all 0' bd*1 tM,v .... I bOhb th10k aM near17 all 

... "101m O'd taw8t4 tM. _11 au..... 4t ...... 1 polnu _11 

.pi .... Of ala .. _" toue4 .... lD1JJe al4. Of th4 ,"J4I' the bali. 

le, -sen bad. bMll_t odbJe -' the lnb1 •• taa of t~ .. inaula'on 

00 __ \1'1 til tlM'dut. 

~ III011f1h Of the n~th ton -"7 .. at the lnb7e on4 Of 

!10. 2 a140ft'a0lt. Oft the l'M4...,. ID tbtt main G!1tl'y "tweeD tho nvtDteOllth 

l1ab' end No. 3 Didotl'aOk thUG ... cosat4C4bl. sbale m1%a\ With the 

ttu ~1. '!'ho 'bod!" trod tbe .00000J1~th right baul\18y "" brou~' 

out thrOugh Wo. 40 .to,'P~i .. til ... DOt; \*I,1'b10'0 brtng them put 

the tiro on the '~~tlbth t"1ftb\. 

hom the olghteadh lett bl'ttJG to 110. :5 1140tftck thew weo 

oonel4onblo abate dust ots the ~ wltioh rendered the 0051 dust mert. 

an4 thore was eomo aoal11ng or the coal i1be. '1'b.o -/. insulators 0D4 

'roUe, ~ were bon' outb1O. !Nt 'Do81Mln3 or lfo. IS sidetrack wa_ 

.t .tow-ins 110. 47. !bo .in ontr, .. about 25 tefl \'Ilde at tfO. 3 

..ass... 



'14~ _ tbe root ._ a'tJcNt 6 1M' trom the tloo1', whl1. a"l"taa

UOInil" 9 to .. wid. and 6 teet h1cb ~ ott 'btl 814.~. Thie 

"~" ftJ \0 al1mr ,btl -..lllanl.s.mo"" to 1'888 b7 tho .14 ... 

beck on ~1it. to the orose atrlea __ the tddebaok .... Ml of loaded. 

.I. "'1. Oftlla 19J4 4-' ... ",' . .., tho ft., l"1'b of" the 
, " ~ . 

.." at atopp1ns _0. 65 .. __ tlJ. ~4.i .'1/t., to 3/4 IDS thldkt on 

the tloot-. .,. tlrctt coked , .. 1ft ~utt".. totmd Ct1 thf! tnb78 

rib ~ '1$ ~t to ,~ a,*v!.:,, ___ eWpptIltJl)l(). &l aa4 Ito. 55, 
,. 

til .. of .. ; .. a1lOti.t·~:·lao1l. ~ .. ~ q e.reo Bout S . . 

ItlObOa tn AS-tar. ~ "'l~,.ot 'W.('J()4 ... &lao 4l"1"" Into the . . . . 

O1l.t'D!'o e.~ fJt tberoot 'e1de .• '.~t. A ~ ad two 

4t1mOJ" _11 ".".~ dar ttb1'pO~t. AJx)tbeJt bOc17. bftd17 manc'1ed, 

azul trtns auose the tw.clc:8 ._ to=4 at the tool bO •• at ItOW1AS So. 

00. !!1ol'e"as a1eo a bo41 on the eMetradc O'PPOllte the twent,. 80C)(md 

rip' .,.tJ:7t tIM oao ou fib •• 1~ )o~ thCJ I\5O\\tb Of \hi. flftb7 

aM etopp1ug 10. ISS.. \be' mat~." _ O21lJ t toe' net. at ltto'W1n.c 89. 

the .-itch a' the mouth ~. tbl tweatt taoCon4 lett entJ7 W_ 
thro'= bUt. and the 400r W$.& .)loq1t04 QPOI1 ou.~ lot sto'Wine no. M 

the li&h' rib ._ awopt Olean bJ the exploslon. !otwoen -towing Xo. 

6& tiD4 ,be IA01tth of ,be twen .. to\'l1'1h rlsbt ent17 a mo1:or trtp of m.r()ty 

OlIn was to:UD4 alld. the bc41. ot .tBht men In Md IU'O\lM th& trip. !he 

"o41ea " ... nol""" bume4 DOl'~. tho _tab was thrown tor thO 

tmmt,-tourih J'ISht, tm4 the bodlell were the mOD Who .ere t1) 1IOl'k in 

that Ol'lt17. 



a. troll.,. ""1" at 'be raoo.tb Of tho ""-tJ thUd. loft had been blown 

....,. and 'he boltq 111re c1.1e1.odged h$I the~. 00r1e14e:able tt. 

o~ not ~ nth abAl., we tound on the ru.tn _tit roa4't81 betwetn 

tho brel1" thll'd alid twcntt fourth lett enti'101 • 

.... t ,he mouth or the twent, tcnwth lett a 'Pi- ot .1Adle .. 

to=4 -~ in iibo iulq'e- a14. 01 • prop on tho riFt m. D1e 4eor 

at thO ... fit the ... '" rc,Q'Hb left eat17 .... ~ 0IJ.'hIUt- into ,be 
.... .,. !he'" em tlN_ metll etlW.7 0JP0Ji1'. the Jlll)uth ot tM t--.t1 t..,_ let1 aU OOVH .. ~ br a tOI'OO wb1tih oatH O1lt or tht .11' 

the 4OOl' lIM_ torrIei'lr at tbe.,uth of tbe twtnt1 dxth riGht 

..... -~ oab ... ...., 80- tee, -tb7e 'be ... Of the cr0l8 O1ltZ'J" 

the ___ oa tho d", 1:'1"". ~ oa\bp. IJle 4001" h'ttae whlah bad 

to~ stood IU~ ~ tho raoutli of tbe ___ tlt\h left entZ7 •• 

,.... OIl tho aln en., 4;0 teot out'b7e the II011tb of the -.n. ttnh lett 

_~. !be orosi ttmkre wee ~ outb70 .. then wen email pleoea 

of.late OIl the lnbJe aldo. ot tbe ltropa. b '-1107 em tbtJ IMlin en\17 
\ 

lD'b7e tbe twentt tifth loft _8 aUll in 'Place, ""If alto tho t!'o11Of 

a~ ibe mouth of tho twct1 aMYentb rlfJlt ent1'7. It'CI'U tlOt pCGllbl$ to 

proo&ed 121 the l!oVl1n ontn bOron! thO acmth of tbe tQatt .1nh lett all' 

ooun. on aooount of' _tor t1"OtIl the tire 11M in the 6oVOI'1tooDth 1"1fJht _by. 



b!B't fJ!!OQ4 l!n.mk2:1 !ho ~l1qblM1toh at ~ mouth of 

tlt1. -t17 ft. open. IfM door at thi! month _e blOCked 01*1 "bon tomd 

b1 tho re-acao PBrlr. G tie haY1n8 b('}Gn plaoed "~on'h8 ~. whICh 

OPenod Olt ..... -.I" and the 0l1~ mll ot tbet -eli. All othOr door. at 
.~.... . ~ :t:L.4 ~ " ' 

the JtO\1tbtt of tho 1.eft on\rloo"hnd boen blmm f.DIard from ~ Main entry. 

!bt "OWl •• -blOb ftZ'O mqat17 fd SOb .... tn tho om41Uon .. Dbown 

on 'be aH0"tC*9ln« sketch .ap. aM 'be ~ a~ to b4'VO 00t*I hom 

..,. thb ".It _ boq ot J1m RObbW ... tnd In the ... " .. oond 

'lett alit .... , tho 'P01n~ •• e1saated on the t1k8\d1 map. It .. DOked 

U4'" '~ re4 b'Om the MCk to the JrlUr9. and the tue waD <mt8he4 
. J i 

116' ..... 1t ''flU ~pp1 .. bl. ftC9Pt"~ fJGri Of tM ... Obe. lloth 

,.,w ".. .. ,,~ ott. eat ODe ttoot .. Hd.-t.Dst n.ll .. the otb. one 

panla11r 001'~ bl • aookt hung b1 the sldn. • entJ.M boq bad Mf'tl 

badlv ~ '8114 aanBlodt and end_tIT had bee h1om:l 80IDt 41atenoo 

andetndk yl0l.'lT a~1nat va:'UIWJ obiia61 ... , 

bi'8 We'H two othor bodIee tound in thi. -tl7 ae eb01tn on the 

__ • !he one tc$14 ferihe8t li1b;vo bad. the ha1r alqM. 'but the clothing 

.. no' bU'l'Md. although ,he taco and banda WOM4I The other man we
bumod. ti) about the aar:se o%tont~ 

10. 2 IUlln hatl., was examined hom the-tnntj 8GOOll4 lett to 

tmentJ'tlrat lottt 814 the alr 'boxes for C&l"r11ntS the air "1'0 tou:n4 

.tl11 til po.uton on the rib. !he doo~ _8 blow.Tl tCJVal'd the lett. 

!h8 ~ CD,., exMa4G4 from 'M Went, fMOOJld to the ttreaty t1l'at 

lefta frOm ,hit _en'" til'll' let' to' 'he twen'leth lo:tts the bottom bed 

no' bee taken 'f1p. and ~ pueagowa1 was mereI,. an ab_y. on tM 



twentl eeOOD4 lett ent17 OUtb79 the haulwq cOked 1"0144-' was to1DSd. on 

the outoff .,lde ot the prOpel this 1'18.8 the first colte ob.o.ned in 

q~ti._t" and .. e~ept that on the 10.3 sidetraok, Wa! 'be t1rB.t seen. 

rho tw.'i' • .cOM lett entry e%hibi ted the (lrst trac~us or .,lo1ence and 

-7 lI. Uid to 1>'6 tho outer 11m! ts ot- the expl061 'Ye toroe. 80 tar a$ 

the lett -entl'losare aonce-n.ed. 

f!!!!b;- -thlrndtl«!!tAAtrz= On iIond8¥t ~\" 11 at l~t30 p.m. . . . . , 

Jo1m RtCb$fl8, Jet'Hl1 and Sutton explored the tw_tt th1r4 rl~t entry. 

Vet7 1It'1. 'flol~n_~ was mant,tostedon this entl'f. oae \)047 Of Q man 

anda4e,cllllt1le were found, and at the DlOuth ot room lIo. 68 " plank _:8 . 

roUild ~ 'fttOh vas written these words "Gone to 224. rlght.- 'l'he rosCJue 

.. ~~ (;1118 to tho.e in charge, but the mtl1e-t~ 11814 that the 

UtTer. oft. lett auob notioea atter &Ding !rom one ontt'tto an¢t~r. 

8D4tba' this notioe was probably one let"t by the drtvet 8M not by- men 

who ~., bave been alive att.orthe explosion. Later in the cS.e.w w-hon 

11v~ en _ ... 6 round. in the e1ghteanth lett, t.he finding Of' this sign 

_8 recal1Gd. fJll4 the twenty IMcoud ri-ghtentrj was se&robed by e. resoue 

part,. but no living II).en were fo-urid. 

!Ii'~t,r: thIrd left entrYf A.t the po,1nt shown on the sketch mat> 

an eleotrio ha~aga motor and a mining Machinewero found. Tilare w*l"e 

8 'bodies On or about the motor and ~oh1ne. One body lay tace dOV7IlW3rd 

in the mouth of a room 111'11le41ately at the tront ot the motor; . the seoond 

_e on the right hand ral1, faoing Inbye. with the head against the motor 

Wheel & the third bod1 waa on top of the l1IQtor, Cao1ng tnb1e and lying 

on the lett lide, tho fourth body was on the lett 81de, hea4ec1 1nb,-e 

and on the left side of the motor: the fifth body was headed out bye 
-36-



were alOng the tett alde or thil m8chlno. 'l'bere .. cb7' 4i24t 0.,01' tho 

mamdnt. __ motor $tld, ontl'1. but no OOD \'18' Tlal"lf", BOth, tl"()ll.q 

pol .. 'ftJ". 01'" ,dotm ott the troll., wire. Tho..wttdl Oii. the tnbfo 

eza4 '., the 1IIOt. traa ~lIae4. 4_ .. Va-'~ that ~ .. tOr .. liIHcee4.

~ ~t\,. \bit 010 •• tl7 .... topped. __ tor •• tIOt &l'Q\UJil$l. 

!be ..... ~ _s ." oowgllns ,tIM IIl1ulq _Oblllft to tIM .-tore. helloe 

,~ ., ..... 1~1. to ... th. aaohiM wl,th the .tor. .~.... the 
~. .... '. . "." .. s., .. , oft, ~ ' .... Wbiab cont"lrme tho op1ntOtt'that the motor 

._ ,~".~~ !be a44.ttloual b()41tt8 ar ... aft4 ... &v. tho-, of tho 

~,,, ~ to_ .l"&~. the tftOtior and _eh~. "" thoae Of IIOD .. _~t" .. bttac 1n plaolq t!wI '""'*~ ... '. tho... ., 
'be ... , .... 1'00II 10. SO on tho .\11 1., .... out th8u&tl1nto tho 

211«.1. ... at ... ~ the bO~m .... " olean 0ftI' '116 ctll'G "14th 

of tho OlX'Illas (abO",t 12 teet) b1' a torOt wbloh ba4 OOM from the 24th 

left 811'1'7. 'lhO.re W4 OOt1s1darable dlsturbanoe of the ~ in thiD cntl'J' 

1 t I'~ri~ .e1'~1 hours labor to olear the &hott 41a~ of l'O44-7 
c· 

)ct-" the _t.or an4 tho mouth of tho entl"1. '!'he remaln16r of tM entf7 

roq,u1zo14 VOl'7 IID.Oh morc labor bctore tlw rood1tQ1 oou14 be oleand. euf'f'io-

1~tl1tO ~t tbD peaaase ot mine can. On ~ n1&btaf ~_ber 16. 

tvolvebbdl_ wft'G J!'etrlOved 1"rom tho \went,. third lett. 

fUDU tcz.urtb 1U~ 'pt17' !his cmt1'1 WIle ~_o.'lOd by WIl7 ot tho 

twu'v third Wt, au ooura. and room No. 50 In the Mth ,1.fJtt entry. 68 

the rOOIA bad been dr11'e11 throu&b to the alr OOU1'8e of the twonty third 

lett. 'i'ho ~. or tho. twenty fourth lett entr:/ and. air course uere 

braUlcGd U&btl,. 1n accordance ,,1 th the 'Plan of bringing the IntakO air 
-3'1'-



down to the fa" of the main ent17 botoro 8p11 ttins I t. 8~ all the 

bodie., in tho twentltourth lett entr; had bee taken out tbl"oU8bthe 

twenty thtr4 lett entrr. tho ~orlt or 1nvo8t1~t1on nafnu1tlly followed 
" . 

tMe same route, fi1e romlt. of oOl\Ulderable T101Gno~ ~ obo.Gnt4 

in thts 8I1t17. 'flO SOb bctln« t~ down and tttubOrs aca\toret at various 

pOlAta. SfWda1 of lbo adne ~lo;,e. atated that p_ hG4 bec to=. in 

t111e ".17 ... U .. Pl'G'f1OQ to \lw apl0.1on. tm4 tv.,..,. *t the 

etr;" had DOt liHD pro4uoSna coal tOl" a ... or m ~ tbe ..... 

p1"1on oa e400ut ot the' 'bottom betne taDli up to inoren ... htlgbt. 

file Went, fllJb4 lett ent,., aht>#M B1QTle of tiM 'bo "om heIWln8 ad tho 

ttftnty f'~' len .~red to hAvo reoent13' J184 ~ 'boD_ lifted. !he 

~ al ... _4 that tb(, tlroboe8 bad roquosted thO ~. t'orft1ll\n 

to at-~ !lOtto-.. ''he .'17 ft8 l"OII41 rot' 0081 proAuotloa en4 he 

_111.4 ..... it ~ a\lcmns the alDen to reawr. Won there. ODe 

ot tbo maoldne ruzmeftl whO had been ott cl11t7 ro"r some "_ 011 aeoO\1l1t 

of a b1"Okel1 lee. aft4 *0 wo:r1UJ4 in tho twent~ tovth lett. stated that 

It had been 141e tor acme tluKt preoedlI\tJ T)eoe!'4ber 9. on. e1Qh clA1 It had 

rea=sed olMtratlona. Be al8:o deolarad that in hlf'1 opinion, tho I!Wm had 

walked. into riandlng SlUI at the faoo of thitt entr;yt 8* _, h«ld been found 

1n 1t prflV'1ouel1. !he etata=ent that eall hod boen foarsd in thta ontry 

was" corroborated by othor miner" l1hO had prevtoaal,. wOrked in the twenty 

tt)tlrth lett eatrr.. ?io gas "~las found here nfter the explosion. 

On .6 attel'rlOO11 Of 1')ocmDbor 17. two bodIes were remove4 trom 

tho tweat, tourih lett ont17. Thesa bo«1108 wore t0QQ4 at the plao88 

do.lpaW GIl \he _\). aDd the outbyo one 88 sttmdlnc uprtlJht. being 

held t1s'ht17 b;y COb paolmd about him tip to hit ·ebou14.... '!'hIe Ift8D b.e4 

boon standing 1me41atoty in front of the atopping wbon It waa blOlm 
~e... 



dolenfllJ into tiM eatrr fttcm the atl"' o-ourae. 

!'be atopp1a$8 vero 11.1 the ccmdl tiM sham on the GkOtch. 11_\1t 

all of tmezts boins O\\t. tho £01"00 .. 1d~t17 harr1!:iS como ~. thf atf 

coune Into the 6llU,. b 18$. ot the a1r CC\.'J2"80 waG aq,uared 'tip rm4 

thoro wac 80me 100M coal in the taoe or the $nt17. bU.t no .,,_ o.f a 

abot. Ooua14'-''''1.0 e:Otlt _I o'b,h,ned on the tloor at the toCt oftbo 

cmtrr aJl4 80mt om. til .1. OIl th'roct'. In the las' b~qb tb8 

traCk h84 b .. 'b.,.. 1lf.1O ~ ent17 tJ-01!I the air COW" ... .,." .. 

a hea'V7 tall on ~ cnttr;' at the mouth ot root'A '10.3e. .. ,:., -t1'7 

'botfton rOOJll lio. ... . ..,..:IQ, 8.3 a ~ aar _e ~ 001llputt\J 0.-

eni the OIIdfJ ~t.e4t "'*i, ehC9m b1 the coupUnaa. A 4opo'~t or 
00k0d 1'064 4uat 8 to" .... 4tCfp •• touM on the· Chat,l\ . .,ltlR op.. 

.~ . ," ", 

voe1 to tho mouth " r~ to.!. Cae o-t the 10 potmd Ittatl ~le- lJI 

tho tack on the _in emU, OPPOe1 te t~ mouth ot t\mtty fO~h kft 

... courao ft. ~ .. tl¥t anUra t~ -pushed over to the nebt rib 

ot th& _111 entl'1 ~. ",. IOfIt torca tIh10h 1'& C01CO 41root1.r O\'lt .r 
tbe aIr oou:ree. 

i!'ts~ ,Qt!b l!(t ml~a& Tho oondl tlcns in thU -'" .... 

0.8 tthO'ItU on tile ~~.Oh _1>. ~:.ot'e were 5r~ cer'bQn tllAmetlte lr1 thie 

entr, tot room uC). 13. Ana' at room Foe .. 21' the trolley wiro 11M l1t.mlf' 

OOVGl'&! vi th ~o t!1am<tutu .. \ta.171~ in longth trom 1 to 3 l~e •. 

F1Te bOdlo~ wen found .t the VOlnh de~lpt~ or. t'h~ ms.p. In room Ro. 

21 there ft.8 a pIllaI' fal111hioh bad 00110 down in tuo eaotlone.- ttl. 

tint t or low_ ~. 'belDg oonre4 with a lqer or 4r1 d .. fi. _14111\17 

the roault of iIhe aplo.10n. and ~ho upper, or _11ft" POl'tiOllt 'bat.us 



the fall Iho1ae4 a ... ,_ nrl0U1l1, "thJ:a\tr4 b7 41rt_rent Oh~" 

as troo. t/2 ~o 3/4 inCh bleb. S1mploe of this g\8 were takOn and the 

roeulte of aWl':lld are e~. 'l'ho fall extcmMc1 trcfta the )0084 beAd 

41agonatl, s~s& the J'OO!l to the piller n~. A rdMt<' a abo •• 1 tIM 

to'lmd iring a_1nst ~ fa1." Gl\fJhe roa4 bOad am all apt; mIlO oar ... 

found t\bout ao ~ .. t out," the IIboftl. bloOkei1 on the roadfltlY •• a It, it 

ba4 ~ lett lq tbe NIftQ ., 'ho ow. or ~e abUt. !he 'bo41 Of'_ 
minet' US t0un4 tael ~ 8Il4 ~ oumn 06$1' the 'Pilla¥' n.p 

.t th~ pOint ~ ott the e.kb n1Ilp. ?toMb 11 the minot" bad ro~ the ---------
raU on ent~ btlJ. _~ pl.i.C. a' tbe b~lU1tftg of tho ehU't. 6114 

hat IOl'Ul '0., on the tetl to w,.t it ~llQ daft71ag a nalled USht .. 'lith t 

tba .~_lt tlIAtt_ ... ,W bee 1pf.ted. 

!he ___ tl.tth lAIn ~ .. the laat entJ7 ,..'11&", OIL •• 

lett Of tM _11 _., .. $ .... w.m ~t to tM air Shett b, ., of 

the~. The J:'O,OlUl ott tht twe~t1 elsth left ent17 '#ft'e not 'holed 

tbrou&b to the farJGnt, t1ttlh left. aM a door &erols th& Jt!S1tl oub'r Jut 

lli'b.y_ tbe twenty fifth 1.tt "PUt tlte o.l!'. One- spl1t YfBt to tM loft 

end the ot~r to th& rtsht .. 

~Utl~,.l,t) mm1 'Pbe race &f thts Gntr;r WO' underottt 

em t1rad. Severnl tiona ot coal had "tin 1aac\04 out ot tlWl'lsb' atdo 

of the tne4. lu ,he center ot tho tl100 at the bottom or m (l1d bOlo 

is inob«t d"Vt 0;::'0 lnoh Of llb10h ene:m.ed u:p into tho root fllate. !he 

mouth of th1. bole .... ebou\ ., lnobes trOll the root. !be root waD bl'\'lShOd 

to 91.hln 25teot ot the taco, while the fPb _e back about 3.0 toettrom 

the taco. All the pt"Optl wore blown outbye from tho taoo. and the root 



... in III .dreaell 4u.cero-. ooDAltl... there •• oou14erabl. OOb 
• on the len 1'11» of th4 -117 til ,he babte expo..... A.ll the prell' "G'e 

OOftre4 wUh tine 4r.1 4'Ut. 

!he 14., cros.cut betnoD thO twenty 'sixth an4 the alrcourae 

had. m4ezatl, Jus' been holM •• a there wa. coal 171ng In the alrcourse 

oppo.1te U. !hflo. __ ... , •• tlO1l 1. the 111114. Of .ome of tbo •• in 

the explain. par'" a. to wbethv or _, thla oro.80d had. 'Do en fitted 

Oil the aondng of the extl".,.. . _..... tu ...su.tion seemed. to 

tDillaa" tbat it had b..u 1'1", a 4q 01' two .,revlo1l8, but thera wae 

no oonoluelvo evidence as all the IlIA 001'I001'lle4 .ere dead. 

-4.1-



91. taat abo' in thliibtut~ •• 'bouabt \),- aomo to btlw 

'Me rind on tbe morning ot ,he oxploaion b1 the men whOM bodies wore 
26th left ,>ntry . 

tcnmd in room No.3. / !he bo4:lu ~ #~. toerttller .., It they .ere 

tiring abot., and they would probab1¥ b$ft ,..treated to Room 8 1t thG7 

had t1N4 tbe b:reaktbtOtfab. !he,o ... no toJ.ift blto ~be ail' CO\U.'Ji4't 
trota 

but thero •• a tw1tob .. 'h. etttlate ,,6. bN .... OOko 2 to s 
lAohOe thiOlt on the oatb1o ~. ot t'he 0081 M the outbro rotb ot 

W. laet bHaktbrousb. !here •• ~k 1D the all'OOtU'fJe, but Us _a 

bI'OlraIl,Ol)PGette 6M ~~ ~ .. _ aome 1oea. coal on the 

floor ott. bl'88ld~·Where 1t ba4 b .. holed into the all' oourse. 

!btl._ ClfttUllf ah01'.11Od .., 80 .. , tbe pteolae nature Of tho 

OOm1tOtloa ceul4. be e'baG"M4. fbi ...... of tho C)baln maohlne O\1ttlns 

p101ra OO\tld bo 01"11 .. OIl thfJ _"oa. fht maoh1Dt hI4 out eta-

,1 •• 11 ~ the 0041 0Z1 the OQ.tb1O el4e of the ta4e 01' \he breek

~. 8D4 bl'O only .raa1na4 about 10 fuhu 01' coal on the lnb;re 

rib 01 tbe taoe 1n the b~. It the ad.Mre had been unaware 

of ift1e mach1M haTing ant «1Uro17 'hrOuab tbe ooa.1 and M4 blo&ted the 

00&1 88 though 1t had not bo«1 b()1G4t(pl'C)'babl1 wtth em exoessive ohar~, 

81noo it was the last out in tho brOOkthroU&b. and the;! d(ts1r~ to in-

8.\U'G it hoUng} tho~ would doubtl" bATObeen a blown O\1tebot. The 

air OO'Ur8e trook was bro!snn at .. point C>'PtJOo1iie where the breakthrough 

holed ~ thore vas about 1 1/~ tons of coal lpn« G~1n"t tho lnbyo 

rib of tho alrooumo ft8 though tb.roftrl tbor&. !'hero '1'160 Also d'1"f dust 

OOTGrtns thO 1"110. and A 61"Oo.t dOlll of COked. road dttat 1n too broak

throutlh where 1 t Jolned the ontr,o. 



Boga b. It lteDu .1gh ltO e. !hi. ,. tbe roOIIl in which 

l' ...... 14 that the IJltIl tUa4 tholr shoh ., 6.1SO 01 010011: on the morn-

1zzs of the CQ:plot1on. It ft. real~ tho tire' l-OOII on thts 0J'088 entr, 

thoush 1 t 1I&G Ilt\ti'be'rocl the DOCOnd one, l' hS4 been nm.s, as a double 

l"OOIIIt btl' la'.r na~ U'Pt. ae 1t •• 4.efltln04 _ Hn'O .. en all" COGno • 

.u IboWn b7 the ftetch attaol~d. room 110. 2 hed been 4rlven to • tQtal 

40ptb 01 ,! teet, IJk'i .... 1& teot .. 1~ at t))s,.... btaoe bad bem 

~, & ,..,. AboQt" bl4bOa of the coal ta. ~.;eo'e4. -ldlls tho 

total ~ 6 ,.., 4 Inches. !he DIOk of ~ l"QCIlt 8. 9 b1 $8 t'eet 

!!hil oet1ter or tbG 00&1 f&C)i8 had tnid.C!I1U:r ~ ... n. the \ll"tJOl" 

'f tacit ,..t'. el'~ 'tIhlle tho coal _8 be~ 'QD1C11:'01.t or when tlw cut

ter 1lOad •• Wl~. ThG lomrr S tnQho8 h$d .,1.0 dropped ~ lea,,

lac •. oPerl1tl8 2 'nob. wide be,"_ tho .4410 .. t.~ lovor tart ot 

tbO ~. wbSGh Ol*dns atoaded ontirety ~ .. the:.taoe. fMO*lter 

... of • ,.. taM _8 108404 out oM. .. bole 46 ~ 48ep _8 drUl 

odin the tOll te.Yer ot coal en tho ri..,t db. bGt In the ~, ot tho 
E.0( I 

writeI' \here held bM\ DO shot tl:r«t. 1n thts hole. fhfttO... a 8&1J ot 

Iet_twse 01\ tho _ side of the entrT. Jus' lDb7tt. the JS20Qth of ~ 

Bo. a. which ttao bad 'boon ba.m~ ev:ldentl1 trotD • llama- eom1n8 fl'Om 

out.lde thO tuao. 

Roqtg lip;; 3, tvrtmq p1DJl lott Smt ru ..... rctl,. a rOOla 

nOOk ZO teet deop and 10 tOtJt w1de. The race •• an¢erout 6 teet Dl'd 

tho 00&1 bad 4ropt>Ot1 40'M1l on t-o th • un4erouttlne."tarating trQt! tho 

f-!Doh la~r ot roof ooal at the par1Ilng.. A. 1 3/4 11\oh drll1 hol. 

29 tnohee deep bsd bee c1r111 ad C)t\ tho r18ht rib but all oblOl'YOH 

tmZ"OOd that thI., thot h8.d not boon tired. It _8 \1ml.803ae:ary. and 

moreo"for showed no ol.f;T1D or havln$ boon "1~. 8amploa ot tlho drll11.nge 



wro ta'lam. tm w. 4J'l11 hOlo to be 00IItP8N4. with the .-,11.. hom 

the. bolo In 1'Oom Jfo.. 2. ~ hole ~1nte4 allah'tv ~ the 1'l8b' rib 

and lWle .. ansle otaboa.t 10 dearoee f'rom the bOrllOtltil. \'heWIwu 

about •• 'on CJ.t maohlne O'clttlqe ,~ OftQiad thO lett rt1)~ l!1 this 

I"OOtI nOOk, about 10 teet· from tM ecVV. ~ bodS. ot 4 1!1011 " •• fowd 

qtth thotr olothbl, '*'11 barn04. ~ .. 002at In 81_ .... l'OOf. 

0'tW WheH the 'hOd!. la¥. All tbe botH .. ft1!'O ba4dle4 'OSO"" abI1 ep.;.. 

,.. .. thoGeb thor ha4 __ 4'l81tb1g tho ftptoatOft ot a ahot. or bod ~ 

bo«Q OO11voWliq with each other w2um. tho e:rq,l"lOft 0C0UI'H4. St:lpGl'lnton

dettt ~ tat4 that Ue&sra.. mt.tne RId. BlIp_ woJ1kt4 the l'OOI.Ie lq the 
, 

.. _ .1J1,b len mt17. a114 ~ B14a.our bl"t~ ..... the ...., eath 

len. em.., .. at,. 0.... th& bodloe of .. t..- ..... to'Qll4 In 

1'00II 110. ~ 



BmGWlr 0., nI~ • 

... __ Of ...,.tlcm prooee414 troa tho 4ri~ 110\\. ~ . 
.. IhtI n..t COked J'Of44wn 1n U1 qOlultl,,'" oken04 oa ttl. outb,. 

.~hHtI of tIM coel at the out'b1C end ot tlu; ntSa!'Oa4 at 10. S 0140 

. ~ bi 8100t1'10 ~ _tor wtth an oleotrlo .a-bt, 1IICIh1ne attached 

to ,t; 1.nd ott the bao1tI ... ftAm4 abou' 500 tNt 1I:lb7e the tweGb thml 

left ..,. ., u. "om' 4Hl,.w on the..,. 10th '1'011. VOlft " .. 

• "..... ..... HI .,. .. 1ft MIt .-. " .. flO d.,.. .r .. IIOtfw -s.c 
~. 8 bcKUo. ,....t0UD4 01\ OJ" MQ tfMt ............ . 

.... ptOOH Of JhMt _tat "eo toun4 __ , lIS ..... ou~ ,be 
IIOWt 1Ih1ob ,..,or.."m to bel ~. 01 the 1Iftal. bose. in wh10h OJalm.! t. 

tnotloa .. ~ t. ~ fht. box ., lUl'fO aoat6bs14 ~'"'t aM 

pro1Nlblr .. 111 the ~ .. Of .. Of the IId.Mn ~ tluJ· .1,. .. 

"' ..... of toa.r of the '0041 .. t. , __ 111 aoooaaterl m, .~ tbe .-tne 

l'UIeOl' ait4 hl. hotl'Ol" we" 4.Otlb'1 ... theft. ttl a441'1~ to the _to~ 

a1 hi. ~. but tho ~ ot the r_~ tour .. 10 DOt 00.1" 

t~1ftod. ?o~ those mn vctrO· .. laUne tho .-or aM .. 1M 0l"0W 

in rep1eolr:ac tho 118Gb! ... 01'1 tlbIt t-ra<Jk. 1'h1e. __ tAe bad in .11 t#O'babl11 'I 

bHft '0.1194 befolre \b.o eplo.10tl. !lut preHftt:MI 01 ICJ Dll111 bo4tee at 

thi. pobt .".... 81_tloan,. 

ao. .. tOUlad in t'OOlIl JSo II al aU the .... , ttftJl 1.". .t17 0"" 
• ta:ws l)11lP' tall. The tall mdod aoJ'OfII the IOoa I'Oactweu aM thOr. 

traG • m1n&1"'1 ohoTe1 at tm bAle of the tall OQ. ,he road. RUe tho miner" 

oar •• 'bloall:e4 on tho ~ 60 teet fl"Om \be tall.. A me.'I1 va toWl4 t'ace 

~ D«&t' \0 the rooaa tJ111a-, ab.out 40 tot' ontb;'e tbfl plUu ft\11. 

'l'he lower \\art or the tall ._ co'ftn"Od with. oona14a .. \lc thlO'kn08fJ of 



417 4.t. 1It:dlo the ~1" 'POnton of t~ pillar tall ... DO' so 00,....,.. 
SDUoatlng tbe. thie part of the ,lllar tall SID ha4 dnPJ04 ... time 

antbeequfllftt to the 101tfl' part. !he ps was round In 8 'POGbt directly 

over the uppal" and MW portton of the 'P1l1~ tall. 

1ft root Wo. It tweu1l7 sinh len entry, a drill bOle was t'ou1l4. 

Which 10lIlt Of . the bl8peotlon ~ ... m04 had 'tOIl t~rt4. thoqh 

otben UH.tlll from 'hit '9'lew. tbare __ no dmOke OIl tho 1'Otf, .. 

laa.nattt ..... with Wlu4r OJ" blown out aboto, .. ,. 414 tho t'&'O" 
which "" 811 SA ,1800, shOW ., ..,ldenco of a blown ., ~.. 'but 

1)1.-. o.r.,._ appare'l, canrl4uepaper 'WeN· ~ OD tho room 

road abOUt eo ,." trom tho aho'.. In \ho a4Joln1nc rooa.. _0. ·S.\hIre 

.. a Ilal~"" ,1&0_ 9111 bolo. wh1ch all qne4 W Dot , •• tired. 

Ia tbl. r.- .. 1lo41el of fO'CU'"" we" touat bG441.44 tott'her ue.r . 

tho 1"0_ meoh. ~. tot&\" JQ8D WOI'kH the !'OOlM 8Zkl em .... 8D4 doubt

le ••. were the em .. Who came In at 5cSO a ... 011 tho 4111 ot tho ft'ploelon. 

~r. va. al.~ 110M ..,id.ence of Ttoltmce at the face or the tnnty firth 

len _tr,.. the pro". bolng 410104 .. end thrown aplnet the mb 814., 

a large amount ot coal wae thrown against the II1b7e rib or th4t a~e 

opposite tho laat broakthro\t8ht whloh bad ft!it1e:ntlr SUet boen b.cled. 

Th4 door at the mouth of the ttmJ1ty lecond left ont17 whn round 

bY' tho 1"OSC'Ile tOt'C4a, wal blown otxm. '2he hea." 30 ~ ratl on th6 

_in ont1'1 o'PP081 te tho mouth of the twenty fourth 10ft entr:v wet brokO'tl 

1>1 the oxplodon. 



(1) the oro.. JIOQIlta1n KIne tio. 1 hOd 'hI fU too IIrI20h terrt to17 

~ 'tt\'llcw th. mlt'PUtO£ 600 to 600 tou ,.. daf. ad It ,_1I01"ko4 
1»11*10"" or tho pitl .. pnllec1 advanot~ t,... 'IOU14 SlOt .... blOll 

tbt .... ttt tor ~ up ~1t the WOrk whtob .. 4JM1opct4. -.... 

0'"1*, tbe,. 'IW14 bt IlION eo<IlOIItcal"-'ldoa. -.t ... u4 'lUPtottOll 

If' the atM .... tateut.,.\J' ~. • ......... loq .... _btu 

8f;lYe a l'taao of ~ tot- tM D!t'n aft4fr tbe 8.10,1«1. 

un .1.11 1II1tto world. sbott14 " caretu.llJ'a:aaln$d b7 \We of an 

e:pproved _tnt "., ~ta'e1.l" botGN tho 1I'lam ent. ~ alae. 1lO 

oue .. OOU14.~~l1JlJ haYe o.-tne! the .me world. .. III thO- Croe8 

IOIataln lIbte Xo. 1. bl tho Ume natH,. with a safety lamp. 

(Sl til such ala ... the 0110 \\tJ4GIt 41 .... 1on.. 'IfheH. tbI coal zoe,. 

qui"' DUOh _11, 0barsH ot ~.~. a perm!lJslble 011)1011 .. abeu14 b& 

used In ord. to IITOt. all poMlble 4aqtr trCD wiaq .. blon-ov.t 

.". aDd b ue Of en,J othel:' 'MEl .1eotrlcal ..... Of fldn« 1bou14. 

be problbttod. 

{4' '1'be 'CUI. of nch mine oars 6S thou 'f*1l1oh were 111 this mlno pre-

,,1ous to tho eqtltl81on, about4 be proMb1 ted on acoount Of ,,. 1a1'ae 

quantity or 11M ooal "Mob tbe-y drop C)I1 the !'08d1rG:18.. lb1e but USbt 

mine 0&l'8 ahould be uHd. in a me. in "hlob ooal ot thl. obal8oter 1. 

produoed II 

(5' Tho Ol"Otl8 tfaaDtatn Uine 50. 1 should 'be "ell waterfJ4, el thor b1 

tho \1ee ot e:Jtbaucti steam or b7 .... tor -pro". It 18 seldOm tho. t a sino 

18 t'o1.ml1 whlob can be watered aa OMa'Pl1 during tho 48nl;Or l)orlod, a8 

-w.. 



tbu mtJst. 

(6) !be .s.n. ...... 1.at4Or "fOltaO Of atl'. en4 - 80001'41DC17 ~ 

hr.l 0h00.14 be wta1.1e4 _, ,be ~th Of the ~. or nOll" the llGUthof 

thO ail' Blatt. Y4cb or .. , eu.tzi and w ooa.ree 8bo~14 be. ~'.lJ 

1'ctl1at .. 



o 0 X C L US I 0 I. 

!he tn"lW1Q1 A1lM ot the explodon 18 belte-rod t.o haft 

been M lSZl1t1a of !.J.ltl.amable .. elth.&r in tho tweAt, fifth or 

in tho WGllt1 f01l1'~ lett -tai. a8 18 !ndloat04 b1 the fol~ 

!he t1re-bou l-ett tho 1l1&ht eh1f' JHA _, 8.30 a.m. Oll tht daJ 

ot __ Upload. t_ tM ""'"" O-f .a1t1n8 ~ _IJasfliem Of th. 

wo~lal p!ao-*, " .... 14 tW he ~ OIl a IIO~ .!lile 0l'1 htl 

~. an4 oa1'K" .. Ol'G 11&ht. W. 18 "",,"'_ 'b1 the taot 

tbat the 4001' at the II01ltb of tlwt .en.,. lIGoon4 let\ ellb7.u toUftd 

blooltOd C)-pe11, outward.. dt.:r the a.pl.ollon. !he tift_ •• doubtleu, 

.-.1* only a ttllfl ot \bt wol'1C1J1B ",lao •• Qd probably rtlt1ll'RAt4 l1a.r

rie4l7 to the r .. ~ .. ot tbe i*"tt at 4,30 .... aD4 lett the 4001" 

at the l'IO'dh of ttMt •• '1 ... 114 t..n bloOltd opea bl ol'd. .. to &'fOld 

.topping to O'PfD, l' 011 00Jd;,q ft' to the IIfIln etrJ. ,. b4 the 

1111'101'8 1.tt tho lI1Deat 41l5O •• sa. He negleeteci to cloa. thla 4.001' 

8l1tl the tallve to 4080 resulted. f.l1 a Short-cIrcuiting ot all the 

ali' 1n tMil pari of the 11111'18 wol"ld1lS8 betwoen the het, aeooDd lett 

aad the tao& ot the _1n entry and on the left ot the lette!'. 10 

tlrebo.a marks .. ere to1md at the t'a~8 ot the lett tnt·rlee, RaT P 

Potera, Who.a'b04y ... to\1l1d 1n roora IG. 21, tw8D.tytl~h left ont17 

(in which room ~. was tound OTer a large pillar tall) probably walked 

up to the tall to uaaJ,no it and 1811ted the gas. '!'be explos1" area 

aboTe aentloaed had. become tilled with an exploaive ..... lr mlxture 

botwoen 2.30 a.1l. aDd 7.20 a.lll. when the o:qtlo.lon occurred. .1. 
was 19n1 te4 either by RaJ Pete" or by Sam Robbins. It 18 prObable 



that thb 861 ..... 19111ted by the tOI.'l'l't8r •• a Robbin.' bodJ a:hlbt ted 

eY1del\.oe ot haTing been flUbJeot04 to OOt1Ilderable vlo1enee. ,!hie would 

~Te boen tho cal' it ~ e~1'1I1OA bad. ~ ~rco 1Jy the timo 1\'1 

,bad. reaohed \he tftD" third. let'.' .', wbiOh 'Place hi. be47 oa t(hUl4.. 

!he broka. track at the IIAla .'17 at the 8l1th o~ the 

"'-. tou.riJt lett .'17 taU.'" oat -. tofte he4 eo_ O1I'b,. ft'OIt 

that 1'Otn,_ 'JfUwre:r.the. ~",,~ "t0a4 au • the-ill ent.., 

, ..... 'ti)e lIOu\h ol','~ ... w.:·ttttla lAtH _. 8JJ4 the face of tlW 
. .~ .', 

fte ... to'QJld. ,1Jl tke.'-..v to\U'th len -trt ... Urel, b 

bel. In the BlOb ~ ft\w::'_""~f ha4 e-t14ent1, be. kill..,. 

111 a toroe whleh ... t.,otb., fAb't ",. ~ ~'PCmll11lg &'lrCO'lU"le. 
. " . 

In the writ.I". tQtd-oe. &U '.,lOtteu llA.e __ 11,. ooCl1UTe4 at the 

'beglnsdq of th,e shit'. aa f.n the tr.e.. betaM •• 

Ookad road. 4ult ... DOt t01m4 out.ide of the area "hlah the 

-Jot portion Of the • .,loalcm OOTO'e4 •• 1~~U8h ~" ftl ooneiderall. 

tlno ooal in other par'. ot the mDl. !be body or ~bbln8 was badly 

burned. ae noted 'PreTical,.. and it had b"~,lecl about 126 teet. 

indIcatIng that he bad boa 111 the 41"ot path at the 'explosion. ThAt". 
_8 no 41reot GvldelJ.oe or the shot 'In ~el' two r~ In the twenty 

tltth 1.tt entry haTing 'beea tired. !he chemist'. ex.sination ot the 

S01'8pinga trom the uUl hot. ( ... appe41x) also b4lest. that U 

had not been tired. The _17e18 ot ~ Idne all' aatlple8 taken troII1 

IlQ1' the tao. ot the etste$llth rl &b' -trJ ctv1ag \he progress ot the 

examination, Iboweel lID o~gen detlcl~7. a. it it were the -product or 

an explosion of ll'lf'lamma"le pe. !he aJft01IIlt ot methane "al too great 



o 0 let V ~ t 0 I. . 

!he prlmsrr .... otthe exploeiOllIe kIlned to haTe 

been an lpi U(tn of Wl.aJIaa,1tl. ... either in the twMt, tifth or 

In tho tfIGllty fourth lett .nJi • •• l.a tftdloatocl \)1 the tollowlngt 

,he t1re-bo.a l.n bAt 1l1&h' ~t' IdA _t 2. SO .. m. OIl tht 4a7 

ot tlW oploatcm tor ~ ~ o-t _In<< the ft8Id.JSstl011 of the 

WOrk .... fluH, l' U .14 'Wile .,... OIl a .. ~ whil. em hi. 

l'O\lDQt an4 ~1'" .. ,.- U&flt1· tlde 1e npponK by the tact 

that the door at the IIIO'4th Of. tJ ••• t7 aacon4 lett elltrt .as t'ouad. 

'bl~ O-pen. outn.N.. .n.~ tlle "0,.101l. !he fIftltos., doubtl .... 

eDIt',*, 0111, a t_ Of the W6rJdllB ,laces and 'probably ret1U'!le4 lltlr

l'ie41J to the .... 1 ... of ... ~ at ·b30 a.a. ancl lett the 4001' 

at tbe .. th of the "'."**. lW' 'b1c01tG4 c:rpea la .1"4. to &'fOld 

.toppiRg to ope l' 011 oab&g O1lt to the BIIl1n etJoy. He n4 tdle 

mner. lett thG m1De at 4..250 ..... He neglected lo clo.e this 400r 

and the !allure to 40 80 result_ in a Sbort-clrouitlng ot all the 

ali' 1n that part; of tbe alu worklnsa b~en tlte twat, second lStt 

ud 'he face Of the- mata entiT aa4 on the tett ot tbe lattel'. 10 

ttrebolts marks were f'otm4 at the t'aoea of the lett entr1es, RaJ'? 

Pete:r •• Whose 1104, 'flU to.uad 1n .~. lfO. fl. tweaty tl~h lett ontl7 

(1n wh1ch room gs .. waf toUD4 OTer a large pIllar tall) probabl, walked 

up to the taU to aaadne it _4 t811'84 the gas. The erploslye area 

abOTe mentioned had become tilled .ith an exploliT8 gaa-alr mixture 

botween 2130 &.m. and. 7.20 a ••• when the .X'Plcttlon occurred. !h1l 

was 161llte4 either by Ra7 Petera or b7 Sam 'Robbins. It 11 probable 



.•• be Wbol~ the 'Pl'04l1Ot of the a:cJlo.ioat- then .at haft' ltea 

... 111 the mine air prnlO\1.8 to the apt_to.. 



*' w ....... llDlhd ", the to-~. as Bobbldf b04r. CIIdlt'dted 

not, .. _ ha'ISat beGl\ aubJe0N4 to aou14 ..... 1. 'ftol.... ala .. 14 

haft lJe.ta till ... it tH Ul'lo-tOil ha4 gatM4 ,... '" a. ..... it 
had ~ ..... ~ th1r4 ltn. at wblah pl60t M. ·botII .... t0ua4. 

!he ~_ tNc$ a' tho 1I41fl _\q' at .. M1Ith ot 'ho 
... ., to\Qlth left eou, lD.Ucatod tbat •• totee ba4 ooee ~ trcm 

hat JOb'_ ....,.... ... H __ 'PIri7 lOUD1 ..... the -sa ~ 
lMt ........... Of ., --b ftttb ~tt _ ...... ,.. or ,_ 
1IIda .• ., • 

.. .. foal lD '1M t1foD\1 toufth t.ft • .,. Mln11 It 

Wde4 ·10 t!Ht tILt' ~ m;a tbG CI'OIJI C\tl. ha4 ~1J bo«l killed 

" .. toJO_ whUh .. Illto that ~ fftm ,bet ~tus UfCO¢H'. 

In th.-~ta-t • .,.-teaoa .... Ul'Iloelou have .-t13,OO4 ...... at tho 
'. .~~ 

~. of. .. ·.n. CUI I. ttl. ttl" ~ .. 

..... 1'M4 duet ... net tCUDd out .... of the ana whtah the 

lIElJot pOrit. of' the cr;rplo-elon CIO'f'OJI'Od. althou8b ,heft .. 00II814 .. '10 

11. ooat la other t»m or th. mt.ne. fbfli 'bod,. or fto..,blne ... ooelly 

buftJ,44 ... zwto! "....10_11. and. tt had ~ oarrle4 ~ tQ toe'. 

la410atlM tbat ho h84 ~ Ie tbe dIrect; p&th ot the hl\tOlloa. !iw'wo 

... ftO 4{hOt fttd.e'no. of th& 8bot In ~~tIfo I'OCII til the Wet; 

tIfth lett enbt !laTin, boac tired. Tho on_at·. a:aSuUon ot the 

4~P.lrltP ~ th4 4l'1tl holo (&eo avpendlx~ aleohu.,. that n 

had DOt "om tired. '1'ho aul,.ale ot the rdDe air- eaoplte tttllt.m tro.ul 

no&:' tho taoe of the als:tolDth rl ~t on.\Z'1 dvlq tM pro ... ". of the 

omiIdneU_. ~ 1ft ossrgon 4e1'lo1ouo7. 8& it U .... the ~t of 

_ exploeloa 6f tutl .... ble tl&8. 'i'b.0 amouat 01" MtlBM .... _ too t;ree.t 



to be .1lT· ..... ~ 01 the ap1.o.1on. Im4 thoM ...... ~ ... lt
aomo In the W4iMt as •. ~ .. to thoOSl'iloaloa. 


