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Octobe lS,labout 1 :15 p. m. a ftre WllB dillovered. by an el...
tra, In the pump.huuoe iituated in a breakthrough between No.
t aDd No.2 right main,ahout 1.80 feet from the ('nlrao('e of Ihe
IIDe. All tb.. t~ml'lú.Yl-'1 (with the t'x("(lptioii of Ilix mt'D who w('re

IInK) had øa I.. 1.\, madi' thf'ir (''Sit rrHIU thp mini' ,,'hf'TI warnE\ or
the dangi'r, .\Iioiit" p, m,. while making aii oftkial \'isit in 1\'0. 5
mine of VPHta Coal Coiiipany, "'a¡.liington l'Ouiit.". I 1''('I'iH'ù ames,
øage that tlit' t'lydi' miiw wa~ on tin'. J at 0111"' IH'(H'ei'ùi'd to the

minI', aniying tlll"'I' at 10:;-0 p. in. Tili, iiiillt' forpiiiiin, with a
1'l'!:Huing parl,\. r'd\ll'HE'li froll ilit' iiiiill at 10;;)0 II. IlL., and n'pol'ti'd

thnt ihi',\ hiit! liiatJi two atll'IJIptlo 10 /''il/'j¡ tilt plai'i' Whl'l't tIll fir"
W8M fir!ot di~I'O\ï'rf'd ¡iilt! kid 11l1'1l ilri,i'ii bad.: !i,' ili'ii~i' n¡¡iiiii's of
imokp. Thi'y twit! it \\¡i~ ìlJlpol-~ìbll' to lIJ'/H'l'l"d fui'tlwl' in that
dirt'('lioli.

I If'ßrned that siiil"' t hi, 61'1' hail hei'u dii-I'IIYI'I'I'd t!ii' ('1ig-¡llt'PI' iu
rharge of fan, nud a Iilinl'l, !tail I'rltl'I''d tll(' faIl-l1olHH' during tbp
afternoon, to examiiit' Ow fan. Hnt. .tli¡it aii i'xplosion had taken
place at that point, s('ri(im..y hurning holli Ilwn.

i held a ronøultation with tlU' mini' "ftkiOlI awl aflPl l'xamining the
map of the mint' pj'odli(i'd awl cardiilly considi'dng the pump.
bouae location. in wIJidi tht, fti'i' \\,ii- :-iippol"I,") to have originated,
aad the report of thp mini' fOlt'niali awl 1'1'8niinK party, I df'cided to
eODfloe myst'lf to thp iiifol'niati01I l''I'I'Î'-I'll, togetlier with report of
the explmdon in tht. faii-lioiii'w, '111(' l;ilkl' iiipi'pssed Ilí' with the
btlief that if an t'xplosht. lIixil1't' "'(Ii' hl'illg- ('anii'd on the rt'urn
to the fan-hou¡;p in 1mi'i qiiatltitil'~ ll~ !tatl IWE'1l so rl't''ntlv dpmon-
stratf'd, thpre waR êl pOSHiliilit.'. HI aiiy II 011 II 'Il 1 , of a 1'1,l)(ititi.OIl of thi~
t'xplosion by tll(' rnixturp ('oiiing iii ('oiiiai't \\itii ilil' tÌlI' that was
raging in Xo!'. 1.:. and ~ lIinPH.

This led lit' to l'liidy .1'al'E'ully tJi(' safi'st nii'iliod of I'¡'ll'tiating
from tlIt' miTlI' if any Il'onlili' shoiild al'i:-i' diiririg fUI'tlii'l \'i!'its for'
tliP pUI'p08P or 1'1'('oyi'l'iiig tlll hotli('s.

I was fully :1",;11'1' tliat woodl'Tl stop¡ijl1g~ had bi't'll tlll' pn'yaiJing'
nu4hod of f'oiidiil"iiig' tili' ;iii' along tll( main plitrIi'!' lirini' 10 this
date. Hntl that Iii'iiig thf' 1,1:-1' it woulrt giyp tlii' tii'(' :idilitional
powt'l to Rpr('ail fJ'Olll (III( niaiu to anotlwr.

'\Vith the aho\"' in yip\\ ;inti tIlE' l'yiill'IH'l' gi,'I'll h,\ 1\11. l'i,_-wiiiiig
party-that thp!,t' wai: not :1 iiii~siiiiliiy iif ¡¡ li\'iiig' 1H'J'~0I11 iii~id(' of
the mine-,,~_~~idf'.! to .1_liL'iL¡lwil' ;111 i "i-l,(~~.i+i-r'---"'('rhlT'aTtn-i--i-ï1nïr

-morning. I gan' "triil ¡,('d. 111;11 IIIL Ilpl'll li:.li!'" ")I'1I11¡J I,,, :11

iow~d at or D(&ar the rOD-bouie or Duliii 4'lilrlllll't' to tllt minei that
fh..faniihniikt bt. IU'V. run,.lnl at Iht~,,~IUl' _ "l,i:'lll",HP4Il,.tri~t

~b kI_JtY~,-beh.,v,lB"'; 111l1'l!nouM Iii) nl..ilft'iuni'f. g:,"'notifec-'-
lu untlt! nìt'lt On('i', Jt~url,. In tb,. mornln~ I fouud iliat Ilntliini ua.
uiuul had lnkt'n piIH~r, I lbl'1l df'dth'u to niakf' unotlH't' ,'laminatioD
of tilt uiilH' lllHI ..iet'riaiii wbut COUl't' to pur.ue, with a 'I~W Or
..""'..rlii~ ti", bOdl.., aiid to P"'Vllit till' fir.. rrom ipr,'ndlng Into
olb.r pirl. of 11.. ~i111". With u r.....1111111 i",rly J pr...r..d.d 10 ti

polat thai had !wll r,'1i1'h... by 1''','1''11. rr..'uliig I'ArIl... nd th_
dI'ldod thot, IIWIIiIl to thp d..1i11 ",hiliit iir .miik,' at that polat.

II wa. hiimailhle tii "r'K''''.. IllY 'nrH..r Iii ihnt dlrectlon of the
iiaia. W. returned ind i m..t Inlp"('lor. I. ll Roby, A, McCach
nd lbnry .",nUII, who had CODl" to my ...I.lan.,.. by reqlieBt.

We uimlned the miiie mAp. IOII.'('I.d the fan, nlr "'811 and
entrab('. And then urderll Dlor. Bliipplngi to lw buill with Biid~ door

attacbment. After thl' otppnll had lwen eompl.h'd w. eat...
the mine by openlai the ilIde dor. doiing it when throuih. We then
(I(lDt'd the ot'il ODf 00 thp Iniiidt-, and upon t"xaminatioD by la-
ipecton lAmttlt, Ml'Caul'h, RohJ and lJ)'wlt WI' fouiid large quan-
tltii'ii of iiruoke and g8l', iumdt'nt, if ijiiiitl'd, to ('/lURe iwrloua re-

imlti. \\'l' wait('d Rome timp to aef' if tbl" BtrnolpllPre wai per-

8iltt'Dt ßR to iti mixturt'. Noticing no IK'r('pivabh' ditft'rence, W',""

returned to the outlideand held a ronimltalÎon with tIll mine otnclala.
"'"c 8U~g-I.Att'd that l'\'~ry preraution ihoultl lw l'xl'rf'lwtl ftnd out-

liot-d :i method for tlghting the fire liy fordnJ( w:itt'r into the mine,
thuA It'ßying it in the haiids or tlll mine oftkiall', i routinued to

make frequl'nt "iBih to thp mine, keei)in~ t'\'t'rythiog UDder clOl
obierriilion. Nuvemlwr 29, 1. O. Holly InOIK,(.tor of the Fifth Dla.
trict, accompanied me, and we again t"ntered tht: mine, proee4
nlong the maio, aDd upon the examination of No. 11 butt we di.
('overed the oill minen. lyiog iide by iide. appArently aal""p. i
would "ay. that owing to the poiition of the boi.. and the peacefi
countenancei of tbe meo they had lain dowo to ret, aad the pI
duet" of eomblHtion had do De their deadly work while tbe v1ctlma

peacefully awaitng relief fro tbe reiiulng party that had made
thiee attemptB to reach them. Enclose ftnd report of the Coronera
¡run....-l ..hl..h 'nlln"4,p¡i II fpw IIJlv. IiftiPl' thp rProvPrt of thp hni..


