
No. 10. BUREAU OF MINES.

In view of the large increase in the number of mines in the coke
regions which are very gaseous, I would here recommend that the
Bituminous region be re-districted, and that twelve districts be made
of the present ten.

What has been said in reference to the Anthracite Inspectors is
equally applicable to the Bituminous ones, but I wish to add that my
relations with the Inspectors of both regions have been harmonious
during the year. I also take great pleasure in stating that the
Bureau lias had no friction with either operators or superintendents.
Of course we have not always agreed on matters pertaining to mining,
but no disputes of a serious nature have occurred.
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EXPLOSIONS OF FIRE DAMP.

A most distressing accident occurred in the Braznell mine, on De-
cember 23d, 1899, by which 20 persons lost their lives by an explosion
of gas. This was one of the most unjustifiable accidents that I have
ever known or heard of . If the mine foreman and lire boss had used
ou!y ordinary precautions ( his accidents could not have happened, as
( he mine was new, being opened for only a few hundred feet in each
direction from the shaft. The quantity of gas generated in the mine
was small, and a small, steady curreut of air would have kept the
place safe and free from explosive gases in dangerous quantities, as
it had done heretofore. After making a close personal inspection of
this mine in company with several Inspectors, a few days after the
accident occurred, and before the inquest was held, I came to the con-
clusion that either one of two men was directly accountable for the
catastrophe, viz: The fire boss or water hauler. One of these two men
must have left a door open some time before half past four A. M., the
day of the accident, as they ascended the shaft together at that time.
The door being left open, the gas had accumulated in great quantity
during the preceding hours, and up to the time that Andy Yamunski
entered tin* chamber in which he worked and fired the gas, at about
six A. M.

If mv conclusions are not correct, the only other wav to account for
the large quantity of gas in the mine upon this morning, is that the
fan on the surface must have been stopped for a period of time, or
slowed to such an extent that the volume of air passing was not strong
enough ( o keep the mine clear of gas. Even if the mistake of not
closing one of the doors had been made, or the slow ing or stopping of
the fan had occurred , if the fire boss had performed his duty as re-
quired by lawa the accident would not have happened, as he would
have detected the large body of gas. and w’ould have prevented any
person from entering the shaft. I claim that either the Ruperinten-
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to see whether any weak points or laxi ty in the management there
may not a lso be present a t your own mine. Enough, I th ink, is now
known to indicate the usual causes—O]A-II l ights in gas, neglect to pro
por ly fence oi l' danger, when discovered, by the t i re boss, unlocked
safe ty lamps, and, perhaps, i i i su l l ic ient vent i la t ion. 1 wish you would
again go over these mat ters careful ly wi th your mine ol'l ic ia ls. Look
wel l to your vent i la t ion—not a lone the volume, but i t s dis t r ibut ion
as wel l. I f your vent i la t ing appl iances are i i i su l l ic ient, they wil l bo
s t rengthened. Is your sys tem such as to render defect ive or unlocked
safe ty lamps in the mine imposs ib le ? Do you know lhat the l i re
bosses complete thei r examinat ions as near ly as poss ib le to the t ime
of s tar t ing the pi t ? The presence of danger for any length of t ime is
l iable to breed care lessness-— we become accustomed to i t. l »e sure
that your vigi lance is constant , and not spasmodic.

“If you know of any safe ty appl iances that are not now a par t of
your equipment , and w hich , in your judgment , would tend to improve
the condi t ions a t your mine, or add to the safe ly of those employed
there in, we wil l not hes i ta te to supply the same. One explos ion such
as i i raznel l would pay ten t imes over for a l l the appl iances and pre-
caut ions that could poss ib ly be required.

Very t ru ly yours,"

The inquest by the coroner of Fayet te county cont inued for three
days, in endea \ or ing to f ind the par t ies who were responsible for
th is ter r ib le accident. This impies t brought out a mass of valuable
tes t imony, which should ha \ e been kept as a mat ter of record,

th is in view the Inspector of the I > i s l r ic t was ins t ructed to have a good
stenographer present to take down al l the evidence submit ted ,

s tenographer was there, and the evidence was taken down, but to this
date I have ta i led to get a typewri t ten copy of the same. The In -
spector and myself have both made effor ts to get th is typewri t ten
copy, but have fa i led. Why the s tenographer fa i l s to reduce his notes
to manuscr ip t , I am unable to expla in. The excuse given by him Wits

s ickness. The tes t imony taken at t in1 inques t was a revela t ion,

showing gross genera l neglect on the par t of the foreman and l i re
boss, incompetence on the par t of the super in tendent , and a genera l
tendency on the par t of the opera tor ( who had been the act ing super -

in tendent to wi th in a few months of the accident ) to have as cheap
labor as poss ib le in every capaci ty , i r respect ive of qual i f ica t ions, es-
pecia l ly in the hir ing of engineers, f i remen and fan runners.

The evidence taken before the jury that inves t iga ted the accident
tha t occurred a t ( I r inds tone. dnlv l! l , ISO!), bv which l ive men los t
the i r l ives by an explos ion of gas. shows equal care lessness and lack
of sys tem on the par t of the mine foreman and t i re boss.

The t i re boss tes t i t ied Indore the coroner’s jury that he had repor ted

With
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11K* condi t ion of the mine* to t in * mine foreman every morning except
on i l ia t of the accident .

The fol lowing i.s the tes t imony of the two ot t ic ia ls a t the coroners
imiues t :

The l i re boss was t i rs t sworn. He had been at th is mine near ly

two years and had a cer t i f ica te, l ie made a regular examinat ion of
t in * mine Monday morning, and put up danger boards a t rooms where
gas was Unown to exis t , l ie found gas in rooms 35 and 3(1, on entry !).
and 23 and 30 and 31. on 10 entry , and a l i t t le in 13 and 14. on entry 11
The men had worked in ent ry Xo. 23 two or three days las t week .
Ti le danger board was wri t ten in Engl ish , ( las in Xo. 23 raised in a
volume, but was too high up to pass through out in to room 22. l ie
permit ted t in * men to use open lamps in room 22, because he never
found gas there, and considered i t safe. Witness had been l i re boss
a t th is mine two years and repor ted al l danger a t a l l t imes to the

t »

mine foreman, except Monday morning.
“The mine foreman was next sworn, l ie sa id he received no repor t

f rom the t i re boss .Monday morning, a l though it was his cus tom to do
so, but In * was in a hurry to get the work s tar ted. *1 did not go to the
lamp shanty for a repor t and did not examine the l i re boss’ repor t
book before going down into t lu* p i t. I s igned the repor t about e ight
o’clock , af ter the accident had occurred. 1 did not know the amount
of gas in room

< 1

The danger board was up. I i meant ( ha t any
men outs ide should s tay outs ide. I had found gas in room 23 about
a week ago, 10 inches deep on t in * face, and would not have al low *d

* > • »
L

the men to work in 22 with open lamps had I known there was so
much gas. I fa i led to receive a repor t f rom the l i re boss on that
morning. I went pas t ihe lamp house, but did not s top, and the l i re
boss did not s top me to give me t in* repor t .

I’l lE EKOIHTT'. OX OF < ’( ) KK .

The coke t rade of ISO!) was by long odds the greates t in t in * h is tory
of the < ’omiel lsvi l le coke region. The trade of ISOS, to Ipioto The
< ’onr ier’s annual review at that l ime, was “ the bigges t and best year’s
business the region ever knew ,” yet the output of ISO! ) exceeded i t
20 per cent . Pr ices, loo, were much bet ter, t in * average being above
any previous year, and the aggregate gross income of the Fonnel ls-
v i l le opera tors was ful ly 50 per rent , grea ter than ( he greates t year
on record. In shor t , a l l previous records have been broken and far
outc lassed .

The The Four ierresul t , however, was not whol ly unexpected ,

advised i ts readers that the coke nut put for ISO!) would reach 11 n * enor
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