
March 18. 1839; Black Heath Mine. Neca Rich
mond. Va.; 53 Killed

(From Henry Howes, Virginia, Its History and
I Anti(]1tities, publislled 1845 (10, p. 120)}

Some years since, when ventilation was less under
stood than at present, an explosion took place-of the
most fearful character. Of the fifty-four men in the
mine, only two who happened to be in some crevices
near the mouth of the shaft, escaped with life. Nearly
aU the Internal works of the mine were blown to atoms.
Such was the force of the explosion, that a basket then
descending, containing three men was blown nearly
one hundred feet into the air. Two fell out, and were
crushed to death, and the third remained in, and with
the basket, was thrown some seventy or eighty feet
from the shaft, breaking both his legs and arms. He
recovered. It is believed, from the number of bodies
found grouped together in the higher parts of the
mine, that many survived the explosion of the Inflam
mable gas, and were destroyed by inhaling the car
bonic acid gas Which succeeds it.
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