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July 3. 1872; Atwater Slope Mine. Atwater Town
ship. Ohio; 10 Killed

(From "Til e D emocrat" (lceck lll), Ravenna, Ohio,
J uly 10, 1872)

Th e most extensive coal min e horror that ever
transpi red in Ohio occurre d between one and two
o'cl ock w ednesdnr afternoon , July 3, 1872, In At
wa ter town ship, Portage County.

In th e cons tr uction and preparation of the min e for
working, the compa ny we re [si c] lib eral in all their
plans an d expendit ures. seek ing to do everything tha t
would ensure th e comfort of the miners. using only
the most suitable mater ia l a nd employing th e most
competent men to direct the work. Up to the da te
of the acc ident , which sent ten employees to eternity,
th ere had been very lit tle embarrassme nt in prose
cuti ng the work . 739 squa re ya rds of entry work bas
been put , and th e miners were just ready to t ur n the
rooms, an d would by the present week have empl oyed
50 to 60 miners an d tu rned 150 tons of coal a day .

T he coal mine is entered by a slope 170 feet long,
running down an average, say of 33 degr ees. This
slope wa s divided into two secti ons-a ca r -wa y an d a
man-way. At th e bottom of the slope was loca ted th e
ventilating furnace, the fire in wh ich from some ca use,
not now satisfactory known, made the mine a death 
trap. Divergin g fr om the foot of th e slope arc the
ent ries in which the men were at work wh en the
ex plosion ca me, and f rom which t hey sprang at the
sounded alarm a nd ru shed in to th e sm oke filled slope
to die of s utroca tio n.

At the ti me of the ca tastrophe , there we re alxteen
men a nd a boy In the min e. Of these seven escap ed
allve (tbrough heav y smoke ) and ten per ished. Th e
mule which drew out the coal ca rs from th e ent ry ,
wa s a lso on d uty and of course d ied-those wh o es
ca ped, getting out of the mine fift een minutes af te r th e
ala rm wa s raised-were mor e or less cut, bruised, and
prostrated. The last ma n sa ved (near ly suffocated ) .
states that in coming out he pas sed over th e prost rate
bodi es of several men near the top of the slope, but
who they we re be did not k now.

A steam fire engi ne and two hose car ts were
transporte d by ra il f rom Ravenna on Thurs
day, and afte r considera ble difficulty , th e fire
was extinguished about 10 :00 p.m. Seven of
the bodies were recovered along the slope by
9 :00 p.m" F riday, and the final three were
found under severa l feet of water in by th e
foot of the slope.

The verdict of the coroner's jury is stated in
part as follows :

After having hea rd the evidence an d seen the bodies.
we lind t hat th e decea sed ca me to their dea th b:r
suffoca tion from fire a nd smoke in the slopes of sa id
mine, comm unicated to the timbers of the slope f rom
II fire arch or furnace loca ted near th e foot of the
slope. for the purpose of ven til ating the mine. T he
furnace wa s cons tr ucted by one ot the deceased. who
wa s "Pit Boss" of th e mine. Prom the evidence we
a re unable to say whether fire was communicated to
th e wood-work by gas , or th e furnace being in too
close proximity of th e timbers of th e slop e.
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