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July 3, 1872; Atwater Slope Mine, Atwater Town-
ship, Ohio; 10 Killed

(From “The Democrat” (weekly), Ravenna, Ohio,
July 10, 1872)

The most extensive coal mine horror that ever
transpired in Ohio occurred between one and two
o'clock Wednesday afternoon, July 3, 1872, in At-
water township, Portage County.

In the construction and preparation of the mine for
working, the company were [sic] liberal in all their
plans and expenditures, seeking to do everything that
would ensure the comfort of the miners, using only
the most suitable material and employing the most
competent men to direct the work. Up to the date
of the accident, which sent ten employees to eternity,
there had been very little embarrassment in prose-
cuting the work. 739 square yards of entry work has
been put, and the miners were just ready to turn the
rooms, and would by the present week have employed
50 to 60 miners and turned 150 tons of coal a day.

The coal mine is entered by a slope 170 feet long,
running down an average, say of 33 degrees. This
slope was divided into two sections—a car-way and a
man-way. At the bottom of the slope was located the
ventilating furnace, the fire in which from some cause,
not now satisfactory known, made the mine a death-
trap. Diverging from the foot of the slope are the
entries in which the men were at work when the
explosion came, and from which they sprang at the
sounded alarm and rushed into the smoke filled slope
to die of suffocation.

At the time of the catastrophe, there were sixteen
men and a boy in the mine. Of these seven escaped
alive (through heavy smoke) and ten perished. The
mule which drew out the coal cars from the entry,
was also on duty and of course died—those who es-
caped, getting out of the mine fifteen minutes after the
alarm was raised—were more or less cut, bruised, and
prostrated. The last man saved (nearly suffocated),
states that in coming out he passed over the prostrate
bodies of several men near the top of the slope, but
who they were he did not know.

A steam fire engine and two hose carts were
transported by rail from Ravenna on Thurs-
day, and after considerable difficulty, the fire
was extinguished about 10:00 p.m. Seven of
the bodies were recovered along the slope by
9:00 p.m., Friday, and the final three were
found under several feet of water in by the
foot of the slope.

The verdict of the coroner’s jury is stated in
part as follows:

After having heard the evidence and seen the bodies,
we find that the deceased came to their death l_)y
suffocation from fire and smoke in the slopes of said
mine, communicated to the timbers of the slope from
a fire arch or furnace located near the foot of the
slope, for the purpose of ventilating the mine. The
furnace was constructed by one of the deceased, who
was “Pit Boss” of the mine. From the evidence we
are unable to say whether fire was communicated to
the wood-work by gas, or the furnace being in too
close proximity of the timbers of the slope.
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THE OHIO MINE DISASTER.

Firh at 1bhe Atwater Uoml Cesmpany’s
New Mioing Slspe—Escmpe of the
Himers Tnt sf@-"Tem FMiem Bmeihdred
to Deoath, and NFomr Others Hadly
HBaraed.

From the Oleveland Heald. July 6.

The Atwater Coal Company 128 & Cleveland
corparation, whieh has recantly oponed a new
mine In Atwater township, two aod ooe-balf
mitea trom Lime, on the Pittabarg IRallroad. to
which statlon it bsa bullt a private rail-
woy for transpertasion of 1ta coal. The

oonl Is reacbed by a **slope,’” which pepno-
trates the “‘bonk ' for 160 feor, and which
Is protocted from * caving'™ by wooden sup-
ports and roaf, like the great mojority of «och
minrs. HRotween one ood two o'cluok oo
Woednesday afternoon, whila fourieon moo and
one mnle wors at work in tho minne, the enp-
traoes to the alope wae discovored 10 bo on Ao
Four of tho plarmod men 10 the mine rushed
nut throogh the slope. wetling ooumderably
burped in so doing, but all of them will rocovoer
1o Lmo. The romoeioder of tha men
could not effect thelr oscapa, onod  wero
amothgred o the  slops. A telegram
wnA 8cpe o Ravenusn for asslstnnco
in extinpuahing tho nmos, nnd tho epntire Firo
Departwont of Lthat placo. neccomponled by Lthe
Muvor, promptly responded to the summoos
Tho Proaldent of the Compun¥ wos on tho way
to Clovolanda Irom tho mines whon tho tire broke
out, but wos rcealled by o telcgrow which
reaoliedd bim st Revenon. o hos bron oon-
tinuously at the scone cver aiuece, and has henn
dolog evorvthing withio the lrmita of possibliity
which duty mud bumavly demanndod n Lhe
promiscs, The people of the aotiro sorronmling
conntry flocked to (ho sccue by reorcs nod by
bundreds, nnd also roodered omely oand ener-
gotio weslatopes Ju such direoiloos os 1L wWos
oecded,

Argoon na the enso would admit, offoris wero
reaolntely made to resol tho Loprisoped vic-
timg, bt so mueh migchnr had besen siooght
by tha flames, whick were not fully anbdued
until Thorsduy aftornoon. thnl the progress was
pecorgnly Alow pud di-coursginz, naul It woe
potunil Yharsdoy noon that the firat body waos
reached. By Thuradoay might six more wero re-
covorod, IRichord Itoverts, Dosm mincr, Was in
the alopa, ol nlsa Ins two brolhers, and these
opnd T homas Naioes are the only victims whobo
nUmes aro yot kuown (o ue.
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From the Minerva Commercial.

SHOCKING CALAMITY.

Fire in a Coal DMine in Stark Co., 0.
—Fifteen Persons Perish--lntense
Excitement.

We are indebted to H. 1. McKenzie
of Alliance for information concerning
a terrible accident which happened at a
coal mine st Limaville, Sta1k county,on
July 3d. 1tseems that the mineis an
extenzive one, in which, at the time of
the fire, there were Lwenly Ppersous.—
The entrance to the mine was, forsome
little distance, a vertical shaft, from
which an fncline ran several hundred
yards. Thisentrance was lined with
heavy plank and timbers. Mr. Mcken-
gic saye there are several stories as to
show the fire originated, one (and what
seemed to him the most probable) be-
ing thata fire had been etarted at the
bottom of the vertical. shaft to creale a
currant of air to purify the airin the
mine; and from this the woodwork
lining of the mine canght fire. A boy
(son of one of the men in the mine) saw
the fire, and ran In to tell his father—
this being the first intimatlon that those
in the mine had of thelr danger. The
father, with five others, started at once
to make thelr eseape, and almost lost
their lives, in doing 8o, as they had to
ernwl a long distance on their hands
and knees through the roaring and
crackling flames which were eating out
the woodwork. They presented a hor-
1ible epectacle, the severe burning hav-
ing drawn their eountenances so that

their nearest friends could hardly rec-
ognize them. The little boy and fifieen
others did not escape. Nine bodies,
burned out of all recognition, have been
taken-out. One of the partiesin the
mine was & young man cngaged to be
married on the 4th inst,, (the day after
the fire). It is bevond the power of pen
to portray, or tongue to tell the scene
at the gite of this terrible disaster.—
Fatliers, mothers, brothers, sisters, sons,
daughters and friends of the unfortu-
nate ones swallowed up inthe fiery
grave; people who lived in the neigh-.
borhood, and strangers from a distance,
all crowded there and made it a scene
of the wildest excitement. The eries of
the bereaved ones was heartrending in
the extreme. The aflianced bride of the
young man nbove spoken of was incon-
solable ;shie wasalmost a raving manine,
and had to be forced torleave the spot
to save herreason and heulth, Ifite en-
sines were gent for, and every exertion
was made to put ont the fire and if pos-
sible, get out the bodies of the filteen
who had fallen a sacrifice to the flames.
As we have already stated, nine have,
so far, been taken out. After the wood-
work burned out, the earth eaved in
and clesed up the mouth of the mine,
&0 that even if the fire had not reached
to the innermost recesses of the nine.
those who might have ercaped the
flames conld not escape suflocation,
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Limaville Disaster.
Avviance, Onre, July 7, 1872,

The following ave further particnlars
of the mine disaster near Limaville :—
The mine is n new one, and  the shafi
slopes towaids the vein, striking it at »
depth of seventy-live feet and tollow-
ing the vein as it slizhitly nseends for o
ghort distnnee.  In o depression neny
the junction of the slope and shaft isn
farnaece, used for cxpelling foul air—
On Wednesday the foul airand gas
canght fire from the furnnce, il the
flarces communieated with the wooden
gupports 1o the roef. The boy, nged
about nine years, who was attending
the furnace, ran info the ming  to alarm
Lis tather, nnd nineteen miners inside
and ten in the outer shiaft  escaped, bul
the boy and ten men further in were cnt
off, A fire engine was brought from
Ravenne ns soon ns possible and the
flames extinguished,

A portion of the roof of the mine fell
in, owing to the bnraing of suppots,
which made the work of recovery glow
and tedions.  Yesterday evening seven
hodies hid heen recoveregd, when a fresh
fire o cnrred, and this was finnlly pene-
trated ot three o'elock thia morning, and
the remnining three bodics, ineluding
that of the vrave boy, were brovght onl.
They were found a8 Tar back a8 they
could get in the rooms of the mine.—
They were buried foon after  their re-
moval. Their corpses were blackened
and nlmost indistinguishuble,

The excitement is intense and erows
from all parts of the conntry  arve flock-
ing to the seene of the disaster,

The following is the list of the vic-
tims: Joseph Evans, John Wellz, for-
ghrners ; Thomas Mann, Jumes Oaty, of
Limaville, Ohio; George ITuiford, the
boy, of Atwater, Oling Willizm Rob-
erts, Richard Inberts and Lobeit Lcb-
erts, of Salinaville, Ohio.

The Coal Mine Disaster at Lima-
ville, Stark County.

We are permitted to publish the fol-
lowing letter from Mrs, ApLaRD, for-
merly a rsident of Canal Dover, to M.
Joseph Moore of Goshen township :

TamaviLLg, July 5, 1572,
AMr. Joskrn Mooke:

Deur Sir:=-1 am =zarry to inform vou
of the sead and painful death of Mr. An-
thony T. Maines, He has been work-
ing in a new bank. On the 3d the bank
took fire. Al made their escape b
eleven. They worked to put the fire
out, and still had hopes the men had
not worked forward, butitnppears they
had, for last evening seven bodies were
found, all very much mangled and burn-
cd. You ecannot imogine what a sor-
row ful sight it wus 1o see among the
bodies that of Mr, Muaines, althovgh he
is not as badly burped as some others.
Mra, Maines' son, James Oley, waz, al
g0, in the bank, but has not been found
vet. Mrs. M, takes it very hard, and js
now laid npon a bed of afiliction.  The
bodies will not Le brought home (o
Dover,) now, but will be burield at the
Lank until cold weather, whea they will
he taken np and buried where their
friends wish to have them. . . .
It iz n ead nflliction for all, and we
grontly evmpathise with them in their
grief.” 1low little we know what a day
or an hour may bring forth.

Write by return mail.

JKATE ADLARD.
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