
Bureau of Mines Bulletin 586:
Historical Summary of Mine

Disasters in the United States
Volume - 1 - Coal Mines

1810-1958

March 4, 1881; Almy Mine, Almy, Wyo.;
38 Killed

(From the Cheyenne We ekly L ead er , M ar.lO, 1881)

A t errific explos ion occu rred last ni ght between 9
a nd 10 o'clock in the Cent ral Pa cific min e, ki lIln g 35
China men and 3 whit e men . T he min e wa s opened in
1869 and Is nearly worked out. It is min e No. 3,
Nos. 1 and 2 having-been worked out. About 200
men worked in th e mine by day and 8 S many as 75
at ni ght . Nearly the Whole for ce was Chinamen. A
fire had been raging In th e min e for 5 years, bu t it
had been hemmed In by s tone walls. T he suppos it ion
Is that gas accumula ted a nd in some way com muni
cated with the fire . T he ex plos ion burned the su rfa ce
work s, ami the mine slope was se t 011 fire . Fifteen
men wer e rescued alive from the four th level. and
1 wa s badly Injured from the no r th a ir cours e.



Bismarck Tribune
Bismarck, Dakota
March 6, 1881

    A terrible explosion occurred in the 
Central Pacific coal mine at Almy in 
Wyoming Territory, killing thirty five 
Chinamen and three white men. 
There has been a fire raging in the 
mine for five years, but it had been 
walled in by a stone wall. The suppo-
sition is that gas had accumulated sition is that gas had accumulated 
and in some way communicated with 
the fire, thus causing an explosion.

Defiance Democrat
Defiance, Ohio

Thursday, March 10, 1881

The Evening Gazette
Port Jervis, N. Y.

Saturday, March 5, 1881

Butte Daily Miner
Tuesday, March 8, 1881
   The bodies of all the white men 
and all but three of the Chinamen 
who were in the Almy mine, Wyo-
ming at the time of the explosion, 
have been recovered.

An explosion of gas in the Central Pa-
cific coal mine at Almy, Wyoming, on 
Thursday evening, killing 35 Chinamen 
and three whites. Fire has raged in the 
mine for five yeas but it has been iso-
lated by stone walls.
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