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6-800
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BU~REAU OF' MINES

PR.ELUnNA.Y REPOR.TS ON MINE DISASTERS.

In preliminary reports on mine disasters a statemènt as to the activity of employees of the Bureau and I1 to l'$Mê or 1'Cò'Ve1y
operations is desired.

Some of the important points on whieh information is desil'ett are as føllows: .

1, Name of mine-n'~"'!!'Y-'_"___h..n_._2. Ope.rator h~~__~!.!."__~"n.~~ .

oca . ~~..l....~,_______.........m____n 4. Dateof~ilnLk.~"l-le,,Z~ Ð-.~,ß.,~~.

: :indÜ= :d,"L~___.m a Kiio...._~.'t'm._....._ i._........":...m
7. B. ofM. repreoontatives present__m.#.d4.~ N-..~.(~.)__d, ~, g ~ 7
8. B. of M. car prent~_~..M::-:c...____..____ 9. Date and time of arrival-Meii ...__n._______ Qar .,eL2i.__,PV'

~'~...~.~.'~¡-__~nll,~ ~___.M:_..?~~~".,______
10. Names of pel-QllS (lomposing rescue r)aitiei " ..~_.c_~--:"~'''m/'~,~'1.''::--i.m ~._______m________m_______.__m.

__ _ __~.. ______ __.L ___ ___.___ __~__ _____ ~_ ____.. ~ ___.. ___ __~ _~~~__ ~__~~_ __.._ _,,____ __ __4_~~. ___~_ _ _______ ____.. _____ _ ¿_.__._~ ~_.. ___ ________ ____ _ __ ___ ~ __~.. ~ __ ___ _ _..i;.~ ~_ ____

lL.:=::O::¡"~~::~:::~-~~~~~.i;_¡;.,;.~~~d
~.--¿ý")f~...t-~'I-'~'~'~~~-"~'r....t~,..;Z~-~/--

~~!____. ____._ ___ .n____..._. "n. _ n____--n ,. .nn__.__.____nn__________. .n...____.. ___no '...-- .__.____. ____ nn__ __.. ..__..____n.__ .___.__..

1,2. Names 0.1 State inapectors preiient._.__1t ._~__.__.___..mm..'.n_____.... ___m.m__m.__m..nnm__..___.n.

13. Rescue at\~OmPli~bmellts.____~..._..~.~m~.--~.
~--~--4-~l.L.~Æ#.--~--~.g'~ ,~J.m.~_~ -~,:
~...~__l!~~__..... "'. _ ____ __ n. __nn. __..n .__.__.. n__~_. 'nn., n...'n n._ __. __., _ _..__. n.. n.__. ,_..__ __.__. __..__ .n__.

14. Investigations conducted and by whom ~!-_m"~.~.~.!._?!!~/L:-~....:.k~ -J.i,.ì:~ f

~~t_.9.t_~_L~._~~~-~.~,_1K.-~...--..n-~'-~&Ú~
le.~)Jdt~--.~--..&:~-i-~..~--1.~.--.--..--------..nm.--L--.'~--... .-,

)5. Probable cnnse øf the twdent (if tlnknown or unoorti, il t$tide) '~h~__~':_'~__' '!~__'____h'"

1ft If b~thil1g llrattl was Uied, or is beii Wld, in therecue or tecovery work, us atched sheet "'Report on Mine --e orRecovery Work.'" ~



Rlll.f ~~ ,.Uli¡ Wt!tl. ril\ i;t.t:n\'t:ty W(t~'
. /1 - -- :: ;'/ '. ;. ., k. 2l .' ! f( ,.

1. NlUllè wI Jltwc.__ .,~~_._. __.~... M' "" ..-- fIre (' Ð3"plù,"l(m. ..,..._. ~-d:vi'lLtl, ..!Ý, . ""I.....

2. Nam~\iClI,*r~t.'--i~.~.!_.;i..-l.. l"l£lÜi;il1t~íl!i¡¡e "n_"""'o" ._,..~ ..... --'. ......'
3. ~mutl(!r ..f Il\tll 1.11 mi!li nt. tllW oi dì'liat.tr .. .'U .. _?- .9. . ___._. .. .. __." '"'''''' . ... .. , - .' - . ,., ,. ...., .... __--.-.

ol, ~l1rn~~r(ii in~n k.~llè'¡j by ,'lvl~I)C(~ -l,---. . 1-;:..-------_. .---.---..--.. ---...

5. N tmjli~r or IlWtl IUUt~l tf,. hm:M_ . . J,." 0 -' ---..,,_. ..., -- - -- .. ,. - .,. - '.. . . ---.... ., - .. - --.

6. Num~r of meu "kmt~d b;- ijift)(1ltkm ....... ,.J.t ',.,.. ''''. --'-..' . -- - .... --.-

1. 'fotliJ uuux.llf.. üimeu kìlød ____ .____.. _...., .. ?:~.. "n____. ___ .... .... .u ........, . ,-.... ..,... -.... ..........__,___

8, Tot.a.I.:'lr\'H'(Wl._....___.____.___..______..... .-...--....., . ---.., ..-..'...."....... ' ...--,-.. .....-...... "---"'--''''---

9. ~'hmlllOr(¡rt(fmiøJ\tf(.dnOllílit~lI) bybut'"!_ .. . _"',.n"'....__ ,..,__."...____.__.._____ ___... ._..._.___

i(t NUl1i~i' oi men injured JllJnJühtHy ti:r "j(tIM\C" ._.._ ---- -" . ---, .... ---- -- ... -. --... ....-- ---. .. ..-. .....-,.-.--

11. NUUlll(n~f J:~1l illju'r(l11UofutaHJ hy ~¡U!;~...... ,.... ~.,..- .... ----.-------.. -- ........ ----..- ....,..'

12. Nunilò!r(Jr 1Sl(!ue!'lt:!tpoo Ui"'L-.Ìl'iI..............,.., 4:___ ..._d.' ......' ...... ......., ...... ......--.,.. ----.

13. :KlJill~i' f¡t rot¡ rl,'touëo. by It 01 ;.f. melt w~ianng iipp:1ratu;,,_ _____ __ .___.. .0.__ ,.. ....... __ _H'_ -- .-..-..--

H. 8umlll.s (~t men ~~ii,,,:1 h)' (ftlt~ ~kt¡tal-!;nitiJj¡...., .-.---. -. ..-~, .-........___ ...-.-- - ,- .....

lb~,'ß1lbæ o£~ti i~.Ui.lhiL1r..b mi;ll '\t-!~riii:tul'.P:~rntJ.i.. ._ .H_ ._. O. --- ...----..-.. ......_.. ,.._-.-.. .

HI., Xll)j1~i o( ti~fll'ntl". i-\'Ðfl:-ìtm' nl. W!:ltdtl~p~_I'plirtl.u..L,... __.. .._.._.' ____ a _ -.--.. --- . .. ..., ., ,,'; ,,,.,,,..,....,,...

1" t\utl1n,.i: l)r rtii,~i~l' '.miirig IH~' n(lt~.Mril1ft aJ1.i:." .;¡t,o:, --'.. ,"m',,"'__ a. ..~-q..-?"j'--'--"" ..,.... ,--.,

18. Nûmlwr ril ~llt!rii o\"ím;:oin~nH,~rmR apf.iJmttie _,._.". . ~,..., .........' ... --..... -- . . -- .... .. --..1.-'~~ -~.-=_.
19. NUUIII4I¡; ()rrel!iw~ lueiIl"t lill wt~riiig appili:i:i... _'" '_.. __." ... -- ...,Ct ...'--"''''- ,..-.,. ..... .--. . .. ....... __ ... .. . ""_'"

20, Nuuilwn.if ~l'.lliHL'1ivl?d hy re\-it-ill;tIIPl~.ar.ii!l!;-. ...., .___._.._____..l__..__~..__ ---.- - .. . . - .. .... ...... .__.

~1. Nlli.hcf l)f f"-rsus; N!..'h"~ by urtÛdSlJ i'¡$"il.~dlltt¡')!-.---..-. ---:-----.. ,O',:C/J:' ~... . .- ,. .. ----.....,

22. .NllUiJx~r of U. of ~f. ~i~1h.'i'H:nl!Î'\¥.i;-i-,----,...--._,. .. ,-. -..--.-.ï~t-.. ""j '/" --ß--i-:;tJ...C~

:i3. N"umbiir of otli-m e-(l\l~~L_. '-." ---'~" ._.._, ..__...___..___._____.,.h__ S' 4-l-.... i-... ~J,-'-,..'l... ....- !a~... ."..-. -"- --.---

24. NUtOOo(.a or M. breiithlngapim-mtus uiC__'''___'___'_hh~_~_-_. -..,..... ..-..-..,.-,----.-...-__.___.. ...__...____ __..._
25. )ìumlier of hrmthin~ iipiiatlltia used. own"- hy Qiben_____ _...._ ,'..___ ./l-?.__ ._0.....'. ,_.._ -." ._,....., ......, ......._._. __.. .

2t). Maximom dìlotAiii~~ ¡ro.vf,l.. iti noxiOl.H l,~ '1i"'"iriUg apl1Iirati¡;.- ..~~~~..-!.lt.!-~,,-.:t,1;... "" '_"'"'''' __ ...

27. Nuril.~r ,-if sWppiil~ .-if btllkh,~~ oollEõ.riicied. m-.in.. lljiamt!lf'_ _ __ __ . Q ..., __ _... - .. _ .. __ __. '_".. . __ ..., _...

2"$. :Numbe tit .-ooH-H.~ted (,r ¡).i~lI(:(ii wtnrì.l1~ ¡¡prr¡n'~II¡" __." __ .________ 0". _. .. -- .- ----.. -..- --- .-- . -- -- ...__...___..._.

29. Fett ()11,iJ.~ (St ùoil.iò. weting äplJatàtIlL. . _ ....., ., ., - - . --- . ,. ......l) ----.-.-- ., . ..... .,-- --. ,_..._____.. _..

SO, Tota h')üni llti~~.d. tl$ugiippiiratlW_.._.._."...____.......,. ,--~~.~~ ............-.- .n......._.._....

31. Was I:l¡e fite ltitt! oontrolld, extingnahc, Uf iIld~cfl !llr\:+llgh the ~tfor~ (If mwi weaing áN~tHa1_____...._::,__..___.....
32. Wø. t1le tire areiHiixtied :m e~pl.Qrehy u~ òÍ appiuiilu$? _......______.__.....__._...__ __.__.' _.':... .:,. _.....__..........._ ....... ._......__.

fflATE .'-:!D COMP.~"ii- OFF.iU.i.S i'RESENT.

Na!Gt~~.__..¿__W~ .___ Tltle_,Ø~,~~!-__d~._..,~.....____....._.._
,~,~..2.,~~..~:....~i~:... ~,~__.v~....t~,~ .._..'.... _. ,. ~..'.
'Nt.lnlJ..Jlj...~, _._________ ..'''__ ............ _______.__. Title__., ___.. .." ____.....'..._. . ,...... .__. _____.. ______..______

Niue.__ ~__..._..._______....._____.____... TitJe..~..~-..,~-:-.....-.
Riiiu,u...-C1-lve it~.tn..l of Ilpeial int~ti ùiàltding l\a.i!í iu.ul addf\OO (~f. llofS'l wolrlng iippa~Wl.

lkUSSr8.. A. R. llrown., J. W. Groves, ;1. 7. Kea.er, 3'. ll. liHug, Jas.
:Brown, Hi. Lyh, J. A. Rigney, l4ke Duan. :m1g B:randt. John Sìlth
AJex Gore) Franois Brawley, ltei :Brown, Thomas Y1llamon. a.nd 'roa.
W$y wore ap~atu8 of the æ_nn. Ooal, Iron Be Ry. 00. lIøsre'. Jr. H.
Ha.1ton, i" W. B'ewby. am E. :a. Sutton .reprøsented the bteau. Mr.
¡no. 1'. Ke&cer 1nbaled ø\lf101ent afterdap to OAuse him to 10.. the
usa ot h1e limpe and Th". WiJ.":~in_wae -i~~i:.........

Ink..... ..'.~',.N-;T.al.~. ,""" .-..-~--------_..,-fl-i
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IauCl4_Uon.

Oall..~.:r ls. 1913, a1' about 3.21 p. 11 (\h. n..

oo...a oC a _"11 Who.h h& .top", at W. hOU, ..t.II'bl1.h..
th1. q 1'ho pio_bly hou) &n øpio.hii ooouiod at. Actoll IIne
#a of iha Albu 7u.l &: Iron C... .t Actoa, Shelby Oou_i

Ai'b. At lIbe tl_ of the oxpl..ha ...iity..raae (29) _a
...n lIS tho lIne, of tf.h -ln ....øty..'our (24) ...r. 10_.

(th1rhea of w. nWler ouotalu' inJur or w.o bt.. I\hit-
tlohl'Uy to .aWl. death, and .1eVoa eU) met il~th by .ido-

.&111011). fi",e (5) men e1'1'eoted -teU enape, one of thU mø-

ber Med:. "..løtance whtlh ßl riui4ered b7 the .e.r1y n..u.
party, \UQ\1pped wl th brea.1ih:ng &pplatuli.

On the d.~y of this e.plosiOB. the wr:ier had goii to

the ".sr& J,iie of the Pratt CoøoUdeteci Coa 00. to mio Uw....
Ugathn of oori1t1oii and to lMe note. on fih1s Dlne. lI. R.
R. Ramltoø. of the Dupoll Po1Jer OOJlPIUl.'. .nowraq iq .0Jr.-

a'bout. got 1n touiih with me at about 5.30 p. lI. '10 the be.t .t

1b. R_UOIlI. reoolleotion, he reo.i"," the 1nfor_tionoo..i-Il"
log the e:p1oll1oa at about 5.15 P." iie _ngsed a ta.ab a.8v'u---- ,.-ú ~ 0-6 P tt a. ~
left lll_~ tor theii'lest En4 at about 5.10 p. lI. and had r."vr J- 1\
tiiøe"to \he Brownoorx iU4l. B1:r~ whuo iie p1eiied up;:~Olll. I. Y. B..y at about 6.2'1 P. .. l l-i.uatily ... . .t.

Actoii, W1Uire he ar;rlve4 at 8.22 p. a. !he orneiai. of the

-1..



i.iw.... ....1. IroD. &: ~lrol\ Ooiipeny were lUviaed of tho 00'"

OUli-OMO of tho ø¡l.ahn at ø.blut the iia. Uu .~i _. Ha11oa.

n. at,o .. tllo:la '" lK. Ora_ of thia OOJlPiIV tht they

ha4 ho~ tø at&tt tl7: -Atoti li $.00 P. 1f. but were del&yed liy~ u- ~.~-g
a...bl1il thei~_n uit:l about 7.00 p. m. 'fe/\hoøp1tt'.J OM of

thi. .~~ it:C1vl4 at Aeton at aili&\lt 8.50 p. 1\.

At abut '.to p. .. lb. lIa.Uon rOllporihd to a .aU

tro.Q wUhin the l'_ tht . _n ( JIl1J Y1111mi) had bcuui fOtuid

aU... an4 hQtli:ud to the fouth 4th :mpt with a :Bureau of: Ktne-i

pulMtlUl'. ~ø _n Wl.loGated 'tlá. IN. RUSbaM, of 1iU:l!,

Ala. (W1thout api-a\u) at .. point about two hwi:nd fe.t t-iom

the a19pe. It was Jttl.'geci beet by those in onari' of the naGu'
work at th1s 1;1_ to t-ive 1:Ms imn to the IJUlao. lifor. p.,-

1ii him Jløal iittcu,tiø:l, Me oontt:!on bo!ng that he wi eoa-

SO.O\llJ but .. IUllil.ble to walk, and he w" plaeed ,. n the li-i1p thi¡

brought :i. H&lIUton into th. ildno. lh. W11Ua:,. was tÙ:.n to

the \far tlt the 'l.~"e O.a1. Iron, &: JJlioad OOl'j.s.a¡ ..1'_ he

was C~e4 tor ~ti¡ ~h ti~ a. he wa able to ~o to hie home.

Xr. RariUt~U'l utiøned 1n th_ saa trip, belli DOUtt" that he

ft WiUte4 on top. Br. A. B._own deii!.-" the iuui ot OM of the
J!\Ul! ot .nee ap¡;atu$ iin:waø fitteci out in iipplIS1¡Ul! '6046.

lb. i. Y. OJ/ove. 4.0f/li:ed the \1" of one of' the apparatus of the

bVellll .. _Il .1..n 16042. lb. lohn Jircr also worn buøu afl"

paratWl .

...



tht uU.. &lr11'" .., th IIM at ...... I.JO ,. .. _.

iøa ll"" ft_ :iød1l"" U If. ..' l. ..-. ... .. ..,....
ftWU'" of -i. 'f._.... C-i. Ift8, , _in.. C..,., ....
....il tM li.. .." ...l 1.10 ,. .. a.. D. Hu:L"a .. lhi ..,..
.. .nt,S'" . f. __ti. la'd, _11 iu¡tU. _.¥Wi .he ..
d.l)' ."\1", _ Kr. Ol. 1". ~i._.ltl, ol' -l' U ..

elt:r .1 _.. .lttl_U iie ..li th :r..... puy ha r.tøall. Att..
¡.tu.,. lit ".\lh .Uh JI. He., 't. ~1'4.1.a.. .i-.. ..
_.... ... _. 'I_ItOIt .... :JC.:r "psit.l ... taii _Utr
1"1....

B, Ws 1;_ fl". -ia (I) ha ....~ ti- .....,

one of .e ~, lerzy W1.11.., ueü". ...i.1I1I.. 'liu..
li ....4 .. the 4th lltt a._ t.. i-. ."'i_at hi .. tU"1

(i) 0"., :L. htte:.oa, 1l :B~C, eu¥i lJ. i-t... l-

eta:t-a t. ii..UI... whi. at thl iJ$. .ii of 1b. "'4...,...

b_, 1Iui-i, :i_ll..4 hi _"14 C. .. tv..S'. 'fi ,the' _.

loft. hi. .. ...1 toull 4ø4 Oil tl .ùpc a.t the tat.a., 0'
'he 4th _pt. !h.. ii,CbiUi ~~_. _ !too.__....

:Bra. ...1."" 1I ha work.. oa .. 6th ~ U4 _t ... ..

eipi.sloa ha "oue4 a. .. u... 161el' .. th-i 1li:e 1....
the ... at'lr theU lly's .ork .......,... Nli ., .. pl'd..ii 1...
bJ .. -ÐT. 'f.y I'ltVi- \. tht1i- .ou1ri pi... a- ....
...4.04 Uitf..tlii their ...." .... two ØJ ii:r. JlOV. ;lt-.

....



.... i-iu. wh woi-ke4 U the 'th i.", ota"o4 that he ¡.it h1.

wor.ll! pi.. aii p:i..eM.M. towaÑ the --i .om 41.... be-

tou ..eUl' the aft_r4&. He _aM a...wam .'at84 _t :b
i.4 40_ ani .i"p tor .everal ho._. lAto" h 118p1_' ....

lio1ousno.. ai prooeeded up the IiM'Y too the 5th Left *._ he

waas r*lo,*I.e4 .. :luoue paty ani Miltated to the \ep by bel.M~plaed 1n .. triP. Ths lln stated that he M. pase4 .we -l 1n
;he llnwy at tn. dt. Lett, who Wer8 &ftUW-idø 1c1enti:thtl N U..

"r1; 01.0)1,". .. lIone Hewi tt who worked iJ. the 8th ai$l1i. AU

of' tb. i-n tht e"aped froJn th. mlne 414 80 befon th. a:¡tiÑ
of a.p~a"Wl _11 aa Mt.ei of 1iè. Wlti-e &inn first..d t:iean-m.

before 1;:bey ooulù b. ullnd from ili. mlne. 1Ine (9) boMes 11

beljn riiUliVM.. or .ore blt1i. remv'l4 at. tnlt tiii t.he u1hi- ent....

od __. the f1rst body llt waii that 01 J.... Taylor wh10h 1&,. a'i

the lil\lth 4! the 'iUi Left.
..leu:. enhr1ii t.he llne tbe res.tle puty kn.- that I.

u"J.oi:iithn i-e4 "be mae o:l enhi.øiiii. 2nd. iini 3rd 1Uiiht ...

Left a.ii th... ..l.:i:hø wan not nrld.i.. It Wt1l aleo lUl.owa 1ò,

toui lIfl had .oi-ed. on the 4th :rf-i. one of Whom ha4 been t.~.

(U 1s lI \ll\iweta.uc not I1ØQoMOhua) lly the oai17 ii."~

pllY aii the otli:i lle. ..lire fouri on the 910p_.ll1l the en...

tra-iie to 1IMe entry, dea4. Th... mOD a.m on. othiui. H,,1\ Ohi...

dU., pW, l3 been rellved from the lltl. Four (4) i.ri.
lhuM iuttS'eU. W14.1 iiOiellen, Jesse Pat.". and :Bon ~ho~. it. ..""~
ta.. we:i. -ir"-ii..t ti 5th Left rep&l'li. traok an th.,1i'

...



"ti.. "'re fOUM near thiø Pl1lit and 1'....84 troll the lliu.
Ori miui wa.e lUlacoounted tor on the 40th :Bsht. but We .atry

..1I. 1'....4 .. 1t WAS thoiit that -.n _1' e1111 be aU., 1n
the cie,peX' wOI'.k1QC., tle lle1-i '\lpOl'tM "by the rut that 11'11

Il1a.& had escaiiod :from the 7th Left ~-i~~,,/l, haVl ii ~. bj8 ft

up the __ay to the 6th i.tt Where he _. Nt li early resou.r..
'l'hø _11 W&8 not 1ii need of 1'irøt-id bea1¡¡'lllll aii he _. .:rteot-~
1ng Me ...,..pe. he beinø recocm.a" by a UGhtied l&m f1 hi6 hea4.

Hi. 1'..QU8 was et'teot84 by men i:t we~1n¡ r...ue appaatus.

JJri:de. 5th Len and 6th lliht .ere 1418. Adl.... 6ft --e ltk

.i.fl .i~.ö AUlltUìl~1i t/)I/. llA,isi 14fll 'In 11.1\_ \..u. 1i~ -l...U

"L.n. AJl ll11 on th~ 7th Right and 7th Left were 64oounted 1'0'1.

the li;tan hilrf1ii e1'fttted his eøca.pe to il point of tho 5tli

L.:t Wh..ro the lZlUy oi:080lle and here Wl iit by the ealy r....

cu.e :¡ty. JfUk D1t1a.. Who had eaoaped tro1l the 7th Left r...

porte4 tht he hl p&sed t¡wa bø4ie. in thlt l-wa.y just Qutby.bo4..
thCl 6th Left. These _i- ..re 1deiitU:ted ae those o.f A1bqot¡

Clopton a¡; :aoi.. lleWi'lt who 1' worked in the 8th IUiht. AU
¡¡.en '~ere atH\lOtU!,1¡e4 for in thf. 6th Left, the.;y havtl1 etfscted

their esoape unasisted 80me tim$ after the ~plo.ioa. ltve (5)

¡¡.en were known to have 'I(u~1ied :1. the 5th IU¡ht and two (2) in

the 9th R1ih".

fhe resoue work. tlierefore. narowed 1 teel! dowh to

enl;.t.. 4th R:¡ll. 5th lliht. 8th wit. 8th R:iht. a.n4 9th !lpt.
..5-



the o:¡ew 0'£ the teiieeee Goa.l, 1.on, &; RaUroM Oo:ii.ny _i....

I! th. l1lh JlCh1l fint 1i(l a. lW1. whre the bodleìS of Ceph

to., 3'ohn 1'rJd.. 1'. i.. PerUM, i1cihn Horton, .._ 6as. "ono.

were feu. fa. 4U1lar.u of a.b01lt 1;1\e. l3) hUMre" r..t tir.. _.

dop.. On the lf1epe &11 thl lllth or 'th tett the \04\,. of ,....

ta.riOJ .. ,..ii. 'bui,. _iilM. Taylor hù wcrJe.i on the ..

Left aM flom 1iioi-tlon nlUl1'1l wae eii~.d at the U_ .f

the upl.t"'n tn lolicUii ooal fX'om the ride traok of the aaW\. ..
_.." ~ ath Left .ntir ._¡ålore14 to a 41.tanøe of ..,

tht.. (3l h~.4 fe.t from the dope wt,e:i the boU.. of I..

.UlJiwt_. 0, -lonu, CDl1e Wall.riine, il Wilton ~
"2:. fou. be1 miu'lled. litIiloration was nSlt _de of .. all
:Mght .~ to a point Mar the fan whue thll body of Cl..&.

._i:lJrø w.. :tòui, burne. :U.~ in tl".1" entry tÌùt tile .....
oue ,a.ty of thii fenrieaiie Coal, !:on, &; ll1lroa.d Cloiipiu,, .11

".Uh .ome4LffoUitYl )i. YUU...n being onrooml an\ !/~

fohn 1'. g_po..... $u1fi ø1 erily ei'telltf~ as to oii,uie hi.,,".
ll" .t bU l_Ctt.It -ippear. tht on the retw:n t.tip Mr. !h...

Y11U.iion l'eaUal4 that he wii bec€lmng weù am .igna.le4 '"
ll. .... tht ii 4..ired to ròt;tall. 'fe paty Iltut.4 r..

the 'lo,p. bat -.111..oa .oon '\elaJ helpl.ss am thek 1'.....

!li- of tht ~ lIft__ ....4 U. &..111\1 ri hi... 'l. putT ..

oCal.el .f fl... _ft. ll. .... etatù tht 4urac the l4-

... ...... .f th. pat,- t 1 t .. .'''lI t,X' lu& __ tJA1ate

...



tl. fadal oushiorio1' hiS ¡,ppan.tuii friqMI\U;r ftOO whii. a...s,..-

:i~ in the u!l.oval ot M:. 11111i:on, he Wll. I.~bb to li01iP th.
cU$hS,.øn ti¡¡ht ~-iOtlt hUl taoe, l?il! h¡¡Am. beltl .I'~$d 'lth ;i~.

a-i: í rt èilrrYi l' :i. TJ 1;11,1_ n. Ur. M..¡:h.r :i~U l'..U¡, hi ø eon..

dìtlQiÏ Mstened to haiUri d!ate.iice of the $lop$ to til-n the a,-

larm 1;00 there 'be",ii hislltl-e$e. r;r. A. R. :irewn, 1ú. ;r. w.

(Ua,.e., aM lfr. 30hn i3own, ¡.ll waari. n¡ bU:1êj\i a-pparl\i¡¡iø, no"

O'ieded dowl,- am. .uoo~..d.ed in "bdr..l~ ll;r:. Wi1U~on to tn.
ai:r. !he writer rrade :i" exlinatio!l of the appal"'-ituB worA by

l:íi. WUlianson, put whiin Mr. w.ii1~&n Wai returned to thll.l.pe

l/j.$ heliet had e'Tory i.pi¡iai:¡¡me ot høili v(:i;y irw$",u;ie¡y attlhe4

to his f'loø and i-. WilUallBon at'terw~d stated tli.t he Wl!8 oom..

¡ieU..a. -to keep the taeial oi;sh,on eoii!;! î'W/1ly i r.tlllted. At the

inntaMl! of 1i. liim¡J1B1"S tint alar1l,the ilnr,rel/sIon was thl

threø (3) of the pa.rt.y wei.e dOlfn. Tl.is ol'\llJed _'lh oontuøion

1:ut a ralief parti' waS!!OOil ¡¡s,¡e¡1bbd an4 $t4te4 iato the iiii¥1.

'1hey met the ,¡iaty ct!x¡,yl~ MX. W1111I'~on \'t a. .w.ort distai:)G-

fi:o~ri the f!l0l)1l and .-issi 1jtall :li bi1 n¡;j(.g both ii. 911Ua.olQ ami

bt:. Ml$ic;hex h thGl dop$. 1æ. H. H. Hil111tol- a.iiøcixied a Grew

aiJd bee~"l$ erlg-iged :ln er¡¡øt1llj a. b:i:att1oG &OJ:I'$ the elope wi

the wri hr \1¡6n'l to t.'ie ()t1i .RGhl to;: .. llv.l:mi:rlior left there u.t th.

time of the explo:tation ot that -¡nib,-. li. wii.i1i:oii was :i:..

rtvad w1t.lún ti shot'\¡ ti¡r"" J!:. Ä. R. Bxown and M.. J. W. Groveii

..7-



a;¡¡JJ"ying thii jlUJJtlí.:. Yr. Jú¡;liGi:, i¡ho "a.n ¡)\,l-iiQusw-at riM

O-YIlI.H, from a pltly uae' i:yli Mer. All ¡¡pp;u;:ttu."' i..ef. b1 tlu

orilW 0:1 the r.ruIß/iliUie 00a.1, !.rori. (G il.ilro¡;d (Jompany, axe.ptl

those of the :Biwüu of .Mnes, ir Dxiaageì' of thi. L~O? t~r¡;0.

1.1; t;h1s junrti on. -thi! orff. of tLi. 1:enll~6fH,e Co..l.

1-ro1"., J.'l Th'Ùlrlli-,¡ ClI,¡;¡:iH,;¡ Ô-ElGÜdedto &\0 to tho top. The wr1\U,

i n "oJl¡i~riu wl th .M. al"i.s. I.",.¡-,¡g:af. ,,,1 ne foi:¡m.aii, and Mr. a,z-

w,int intot.he 9th Rit;ht íomd- ¡oo..tI'Ù 1¡'I;0 (2) botliee. TIier. 1U.ri

J:i:r""i..,,d onø 1ln ur.aliliHuit",d foy ar.d f.; 01"(iW froT/' ,the 'l'enn.....

C(i~i, ¡:ron, & Riilioad C(i:~ny ¡'Ehiúterltd the l'- f,e to explol". tll.

4th 1'i¡1.t, f.\cit, howtiver. unti 1 ¿,!.tar Ili:. )~d Hunb¡;¡¡d &nd o. 9il..

h&d ¡oa~tGd th~ bo~y, wi thout ~v~~r~tU$1 ~" a point ne~r th f...

of the (lnt¡~y tu:in"d(;() thtl left of' the ,1\;h Ri.¡¡¡;. l.l. 'fullbaå'.

report M'lt ths DGlày #"'.1) gt111wa;¡"!(, vli"X'i'eiited a Qi:ey¡'s go1O¡ ".

Ìúm, hut it w.., :roan,! ~hjj.i.. h.,.rd,$ ur¡J,(¡,..bts(Uy (Ì(¡i.,.\ ali he ia,. 1.

t\ body of water, his faoe ¡;l¡¡¡t Goltoplfitely blU";\ød. The wi1'..

joinsè; the paty to wi-¡l1in siicr¡¡¡l hUMJl6d f¡;et ot the tl1. 1111_

out appiilt,w:.
J¡J ii i'!i:i:ct",r of ,pr"o,au-G.1Qrl . l~. HaL:.i~on, :ir. :it'ly,

and. the ifr;1õ\lr joiWid a p¡i;ty the¡ i:e,1; d.i;:,- ini;he retJovl!1ty of

tNO (2) bod1es, øl1e In the Hth rU¡oht ¡uid one in the 4th Ript.
Appaiit¡¡i¡ 'llIi; uSed l¡;t:ùa wo.i 'to ;¡i¡mlOva the b(H1y in .the 8\J

Ri€:t t.. .. point whøre ventilation Ìld bee:: restored.

.peela1 lIl\on .holld be .ui. ot the va.lu&bb work

-8-



Qt ii. :1 Hull:.i Qt J¡cU, .l. as the :røoue of ¡.-,cry l'UUlU

wii. ac\\QlA:u-iie\Í by b1iu 'I.ll.1iit~.

~ ..n OQJna.i thl ¡¡.eWíl of the :ieim$liiJ6G OQ~i.. ¡ron,

. WUQa. CQ¡¡ri we:i. ~....t.. A. n.. :Bown, ;¡. Vi. Q;¡OV$IÕ, John

'8. ~t\i.i-, ;. _. ~H\.lt ;1'. ß. Brown, J..;¡¡¡ Biarwii, lJi.., ¡"ymh,

J. Ä. E1¡i.¡¡, ~Ji ~ii:i _1, BI'iUt., John Sà tj. Aiø. Cion,

'8:iaui:i B:tati.;¡oy, hd :Bi:Oll~ :io-l 'illll.ô\QA, ¡¡ thos. .yne.
In ii4\d1t1on :On. C. :ä. Ow;iiiway .:rA. W. S. -RI.Uldt;;¡.i.. 11... on 1i

a.n4 i:e-lerI$4 i:ò.oal "li1ø1iaile wr.ll.tØ r4edeø.. fhere oi;her moa

attacheil to \he pa'by ot thii ':onnealhl& Coal, 1.(111., &; ßaiJ.oiW eo.

"whQ aa¡d,Ø~eø. lnì;c t.riai.pi;-tiiihn of appaa.tua aii $u,¡¡,es.

~he ~.$eaQ a~ ~.QQv.r'/ wor~ '~e under ~h. ~.60t IlU~

pe:tYhion of .I. J. a. ¡¡"bitt, Gliet .lns iupe01;o;i a. the ¡:n

of th~ ti.nniuia"e (,o..l, ii:oii Ci ~iioad CO¡;p;~ i-po..te4 1;0 1i.

J. W. Groves a.lJ J\. E. .:owii. On i-.$ wli.ole tho woi' was vei:y

S,..tJlliut.i.a.¡i. QlU~j..d on.

So í:i; ~l$!fç w.t1.t~r :;noWtl li. :£í, Hi,l"aoo MIS not n~

i:e:iveiJ aAf ti;~,.;nini t'l';;the lìureau of lIr.es ;In i:eaoac or :tii:.t~

a:ldWQrlf, .w,d ôlll 1'J1g work ~t .At.on wia per1\;i;med wi then.t "'Iíi-i:a.~

iii.. r. t "eilJ J .i.O"-iINli;, ¡¡l;teli ò;y .:. A. 1'.. .ßi-own -W;.t. lí. Ul1 ~

r.J lAd LAd ;iil5~nøt.ion :lii t1rii-í..tlwor.ì ;ill '¡l~la.ad- ;:i: \ii-a ¡¡

(¡eiib~;¡ of i,itltu' $t.. ÄweW$ or St. Johiia oo;i.¡.



Report of R..oue aM 1I1I'st-a.4 Work in' OOlUot1on
with lIpl.elonat ÅOton Jlne #3.,

1b. :i. R. RaiiiUto ii of the Dapont Po...r OOlipany,

in abe... of the write.., lirove lfne a..OU8 auto-tl'l1k from

BiX'ningam to Auton on the i'ght ot November 18, 1913, &1-
oT-d

riv1ng,,1!\tter po.lnt a.t 8.a'1 P. i~., and haVing W1~ him ll. I.

'I. ll0Wby ot.the Jefferson 'owlÌ_i- Compar~v. Both these ii,el' are

trained rescue men, h.i-nng taken the tra.ining under Dr. J. J.

Rutledge and ha,i ng served 1 n si.oh oapaoi ty 1 n Banner an4

Briceville exploeions. Mr. Henry DeBl!rtleben, in hie oar aM

Ol'X'l'yir'C :M. O. H. Nesbitt, Chief' Mine liupeotori aotid, a8 p1-

lot for )J. HMllton.

At 8.50 p. m. the H08fli!;al i)1\1' of the irennEls.e. CoaJ,

Iron, Be Rilroad eOlipl!ny ar1'ivei1.

At 9.10 p. m. Mr. HaultoD reSponded to .. oall trom

within the ll,tne that.. fJn had been tounl allve and hastened

to the 5th Left wl~h e. Bureau of :w nee :pulmtor. However, 1 t

Wal ~udge4 best by thoe" in charge of the S'eøøu.. wOS'M: at tbi.

t!i!'e to reirieve the nan to the suS':taoe betore g1 v1 ii him any

artificial nepi:rthll and he 'l8 plaei in the trip W'ah had

taken Ji. Ha:milton into the llne. )f. Hamilton S'etUSii with

the trip, being notitiei that the oar ot the 'fenn.e.. 00111,

Iron, I: 11ail:ioad Oompa!1 h3d a1'1'i ven and that he waii wanted

on toP. it. A. R. B:rown desired the use of one of the Burea.u

of )(1:e8 appaatWl all he wa tUted up 1lti appaatu. *.040.

/



lå. 11. Y. _.v.. ale:o '"1.'' the ... of one of the ::øeaii'.

ap~t'llI aiid wes .¡1ven fÎSQ2. Mr. John bown &18. won ep"

paratWl of this b~eau.

Th. ,"5t.r anlved- at the Q.M ~t 9.20 p. ma, bel,.

oarried t1:QJ:,E1rm1i-h. In ii. Sa'1. .iUUid's oar. 'rhe ~.nn"

esne Coal, Ii:on, & RiUO&lÌ OO-i11lOr$111 enh:iod the _De

ut ß-bout v. 30 Po ii ~~rid:M. Han.i lton ~.. the wrl ter iintered tl

,,;.n!; a. few n¡;ti--tes iútenards. net un:t11, however, after so_
'i;

(.lfJla~Y Oa\lfH!I by :M. Charles DePa.ilebenA order that roO one "

~ilo'ied to enter i:mtil- he e.Mthe re8Cue paty h-. ret\lne.
After. get t1rig i r" t.ouch with Mr. Henr Dertleben, thi s order

'Nal VIM Ted, ll:i. HiiJ¡j,lton tak1i: G1:&eßft lIM the virl ter neue

appa.ratus.

!:efo:re entering tIle mne, th. x..oue part,. knew that

ne exploration need be Ile of enul.. 1.t, 2nd, anc 3r4 ripl.

a,:nd left a. these ent:des were not workli1. It 1'&8 also knowa

that four (41 lIen worked on the 4th left, one of these l:;í; hi.

e;~;~t""'..nc the others Were tGull 4_ 00 the elope ..t i t.a e... 
3

trance, theretore :n exploration need be made of this entry.

One an wa. M.øø1ii on the 4th :right am thiis entry 'Nae pa..e4'f

as it wa. thought that 11 T' iin may .1111 bo 1 n sou of the

lower el'triee, thil beiii øupp01ted by the t&lt that 8. iii'1 hal

.io hîs .øoapt from the seventh left and 1f8 :ieøcued by the

volunteer miners at the 5th left. lInti:1es 5th left and ~th

riãth.t were id.le. .All men on the 5th left w.ere aooounted tor,

~
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haT.IQ ieft iie .JU betere the Iip1.081GB. All _n on the 7th

right .. 7th left ...1'$ IlO\UliHld tor, the i..t ii having .f-

f_tod hi. .-a.pe an was reseu.61cl a.t the 3th ¡e:h. It _8 klW
that tour (4) _n worked on ~. 8th left a.ní tJ.. (3) ~ the

8th rlpt. ~h.;R wno li .rr.cted ,hi. .lI(.H\pe trom the 7th
'6" I.,Jlett reporte4 that he ha. paa. two__ 1,. 'ie -lI a.t 1l!i "--~

6t.h left and tiiese were ident:ified at t..o (2) of' the ll\eli WÖg-~
1ng in the 8th right. Two (2) IlliUl.A:i\:l.OWll to have worked. in the

9th :i1ght.

entri es

The re¡¡cue 'Xi)xk, therefore,. Mrrowed.1tee1: down i; clf-~ ~\~f1fr- if "r- 6 _~4-t(
'Hl1 left, G1;; i,~, 8th left, 8t1" rigId;, anit Seth right..'

....".,.c.."""._.

The orew of -t::ce 'lfUlneSr!C,1i (loa.l, Iron, & Rai1rO_~~j~;l~ny e1l_-

plorød. the 6th iOight tiT.st to the point where the ,i; were

fout1d, a distanoe of ~l~ut three (3) hundred feet from the slope. ,
~1 L.:,-':

They next went to the 6th left. and here found fe.¡ men fl~t fl .u... L¡

¡,..-,.;

'lanos of about three (3) hundred feet frem the eiope. Eext 6th

right Wb,S $x¡;lored to the faoe and. ons !rAn n.g :found nealy to /

.the face. It was in tlis entry thiit the ressue party met with

tremble, and oiie of i t9 nuber beowt,s overoome. An a.la.rm 1Ia8

g1 ven ari tho 'Ir1 ter ):t\stenea. to the 6th right for a 'pulmotor

whioh had been left there at the ti~a of the exploration of ths

entr:r. M:. Thoi:as W1111aiia was resu$1 tateci w:i;.nn a short time,

Mr. Ao R. Bl'own and Ifr. J. W. Groves apply1n¡ the pulmtor. it.

John Maeglør, who had. a.lso i iiled iiot/le a.terlÙp du.e to a 49-

feoti ~elit, '.l'fa.Ø fed froe o:xgen from.. puti., u.e4 eyl1ndu

;3



j.~'
..rod 100Jl was a.ll'î.ßh1. O\li:r iiøi.iø ot the pNly .,81'0 øiia¡e4

in ereot:ic a. brl!t-tøe &Orl).. the slope inDye tho 8th lr1a:t ,.

dire.,t thii fuii o\1rent into this ent1:.
At thø Junction, the or.. of ih !.~.... o;.~t

Iron, &: RiiUoad Coii;a.a deo:ide4 to S. o. top. ~h. .it.1' 1a~
oompan~' Wi t1¡ Mr. Cha. i:..l'rat l m1M fo~a a.ii J(. .AUl w.'"~,~
into th.. gth i:ighl; ar.d looa.ted two (2) mea. 'lOl'tl then remùa..

ed OM lIl1 IUiaCloount~i for l!nd a or" trom the 'lem;¡ìîøøea Coa.l.

1¡(on, & Rilroad Colla.P~ entered the ll:ne to .xplore th. 4th~
:igh1¡ not, !,OWIiV;::i'AMr. Ed. HUlJbiu.l ,-i.d one other mtn had 10. I

'1¿-

",-",;,,,1 t1'(j ¡',,:n 2ìl,hj!' an-cry. 1-is !'''port th".t D thHi ;nn was~
gi.U.l 'Nò.r!'¡(;~r,'ent;¡d ¡; JhUl"lW going to l".i:m. T"ii\l writer jo;lpj

pft:;ca:CUfJ .
l " ,.

of -th.e !IMJ,1i \'1 thou' ..p.
/ /C'

(~t /?t-1"1~'''r ". /" ~
the .i,,::t;y to Wi -eIL1l' sev's:...i hu.:n:I.'eJ. ttl$'.

Aa " ¡æ"1;COl: (,;f preoau.t1Qn, :M:i. lTaird-ltoii, Mr. newby,

and the \.ritex Joined $" crew of men.thll next day in gettil' the

'bOdj,Elfl of two (2) men, one in the nth right aDd one in thli 4th..

:d ght. Appa.rf~tUi' "maa used in tlu. a work by representat11'sa of

the burin.u.

ßpecial meint101' aho-ild be IW.de of' the valuable work

of ,Ir. Ed. Rusl)and of :Jureka, Ala., as the resoue of the one

man, who ¡iaB iimible to leave th.e i-iine wi thout a.s li1 sta.ii e is
d1r$otly du.e to Kr. Husba.nds w~rk.

''',i \./ .,,r

Thei men o O¡"i'Oei ng the orewa of the i-øii.s.,e. 00&1,

Iron, & Ra lroi~ ComFai~ ware ~essr$ A. R. Brown, 3. W. GroTe*,

L- If,



John 1'. Meager, J. M. MoHug, J. R. Br&Wl, l&mø Browa, ..

~h, i. A. R1p$)', lllt Duan. Ila Bini.ndt, John Sm Mt.

Au:i (lo:iIl. Jir¡¡ui.1e Driiwley, bel 13rown.Thol' Y1i.l1ul!on, ani

'.O$. 'lirne. In add1t1ol' Dr.. O. Y. Ouraw~ a.m W. S. Ro\U-
tree were on ham and r.ei-ie:ied ir.ed1cal a3S1stai-ie where need..

ed. 7here were other men att~hød to tho ienn.see Coal, IrO$,

& nalroad Compay's p",rty who asa1gted in the trar~portation

of appa~a1;us ar~ 6UPPl1 as.

The J'esoue and :recovery work was ànd.e:r the direot

e;;,!,erlf"liofl of' Ohief lUne InspeetoX', i1. O. R. :ieab1tt a.r.d

the i-i~n of the '1troe.aee CoaJ, Iron, &; Rauoad OO.lpiitl~" wen

wo:tk:íq u.iier t.he Ol'dutl of Jr. J. M. Grovea and Mx. A. R.

:Brown. Rowever, ""tthe '~im$ Ñii. 'lhoß:is Wi1liauon bllea.

ilV$loOme Ur. G:to'1e and Mr. Jh'01Ul were in the 6th entry witb

Ml. W1iu.USl1l an when the al.rni wa. Sl..n the ~ilaorv. ooJ.p$
\Va.. 'lbrQIIi. Ilre ot less, 1nh a s1;a.t. of confusi.oa. 1'h$

wrHil:i aM ll. Railâ Uon lA1-id1a.t.iy "beoi& en¡a¡ed 1. 1' a.llllabl..

ing a. ri.;i;1t ci:rew and they 'proii"eded to the aøsietaiie of 1;h.

¡filut en¡i.d in r~ondng Yr. Wi111amon. Mr. lt1toii 001-
lec-ld a foro. of men 1n the l¡¡edia.te vto1 ni.y a.nd \treated a

oan-a.s. bra.tt:loe airoøl3 the .lope to d1reot thll a.i: in.to 'G.

ßth Løtt a.nd the wr1 ter batenod to the dth Left for a pulmtor.

On a -.ole -iheiIuk was ,.ary ßyet.mat1oly oarrled on.

~~-- '. .
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IN ANSWERI NQ REFER TO No... n"U".'_'___'__U

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF M I N ES

WASHINGTON

Novemba r 19 l 1913.

Engineer in Charge:

The following telegrams have been race ivad by this office
in the order given:

At 10:43 P..M..-
"ExplQ6 ion Act on No. Z mine near Helena; Pittsburgh

notified, wiii advise. Sutton."

At 10: 55 P .U.-
"Explosion Alabama Fuel Company Acton Alabam

40 men entombed; car has gone in charge of Hamil ton
Webb and Sutton notified. Wi18on.P

Please advise this office trom whom you received the informa-
tion regarding this explosion. It appears from your telegram that in-
formation was obtained from other SQU~OeB than trom Sutton. You state
in your telegram that the car has gone to the scene of the disaster.
Please inform me it this _as not the automobile truck; also advise me
who Hamilton Webb is. I assume that he is probably ono of the men train-
ed by Sutton or ~. W. Webb at Birmingham.

Full detailed report should b, race i ved from Sutton as to the
,. time and source trom which he received information regarding the 8~ ~ .N. _n

plesion, the time consumed in going to the disaster, and the time ~~
~~~~ in ue Ing the true k instead ot the car i and in tact any intorma-
tiob that would be or interest to the Secretary of the Interior, Mr.
Und~ood or Dr. Holmes regarding the use or the truck at the Birming-ham station.i /

Very truly yours.~
-L~I



REFER TO

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
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WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIREOTOR

No~a~ber 19. 1913.

Chief lUning EnRineer:

I am encloslI1g a clipping f'rcm the front page of this
!!aming's WaøhingtolJ Post giving an account of the Alabam mine
disaster of leet i:ightl Yea will notice the third news heading
''Rescue Parties Ilt Work~; aleÐ that there is De mention o£ the
Biireau of Mines.

! em not finding tStlt with anybody becaiise there is
no ment;ion e.f the Bnrean ot Mines; m¡ thGght in read1.g the news
colnm was that I would like to bow how may,1:r anYJ Qf"the men
ccmr1&lngthese rescue 'Parties were men whO ha recel'Ved training
from the Bunø of UIDes.

Do you not think that thereporta ot the engineers of
the Bureau should contain a record which WO\ld show .the names
and addresses of all persons engaged in re&cie aid first aid work
at each disaster.. distinguishing' the helmet men who went down into
the mine fran those who served above-ground, aid stating in the
oas e of each pers cn Where and under whose direct!oi he rece! vad hh
mine resCtie or first ald training.

It seem. to me that this information would be of vnlue
in various ways. It wonld affo.rd a. more aCClirate index in many
easee of the real value of the Bureau tework at a pratioular dieaster;
aid with thie inf'onntion with regard to a :particular di8aeter in hand
a. better ..ta.tement could be made, iay. to the Secretar.. in answer
to any euery from him regarding the work we ha acoømplished at suoh
disaster.

At the end or a. year a. tabulation of this d.tawould be
puite likely, Iehou1d think, to make a. very creditable showing for
the .Breau ot lUnes.. end it so. coi:tld be ,ieed to good advantage.

Very triily yours,~ f

~
~~-,~..-. T' '~~
1lth.", g.~-l

r~' ,:-~",,H"",);A,,~.,~,,,,~~;,,,, _ _~ ...,~.r
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1fovoir 20, 1913.

SUBCf:- ll1ne disaster, Aoton, Alab-,
l'O"er 18.

Tho Dlretori

.. the a.boft:

I r8oe1ved atolepii at 1l' res1doeat about 9.l! l).!l,
lJovembp ia, the follow in! telegi trom ,be ~ watoh.iu

Blimi~ Al., no.,. lS. 191-';.
:Bu. of' !ans. Plttebugb.

Exiosion 1n mia .Alaba i'l an Il" Oor.pany . Aotoi,
.unba. .A on nw VAV wi tb i'OSOUO oa. (;'111 a.vlso latit1".

H.H.Ra1 ton.

I beTo no !"lir1~onrtlon røp.nUng tbe reou oar
re1'errd ",0. The Bureu has no roeoue oar tbero other thm an aut
truok:. I hnvo not heard that the auto trJ. va u.Ø8aa It ba Just
zrbed Blrmn~ and I doubt Whthr it wa in 88nloe. r bollove
the abo11 ref'aii to th reaouo oar of tbe Tamesi" Ooal IrOD &:
Rel1wç Oo~, ",blah oar 18 alwa available tor dlaastera tor
othr operators an by th& i:au..

B. H. 1l1 ton is lL miner an 6 eales agnt ot explosives,
has been trained biJ tlw Dal"&Uao a resoue mø. .0D 18 OAi-led on
our reord as e. :rllot resoue mI at :81rm1i~ 1n abaoMe ot our
to l".

I 1mdlately oalled the AssoolatedPres. Pltt8busb. and
they ha the followin on~i viae, Explosion 1n m1 Alabai Pul
&: Iron Coi~.. Aoton, Alba. nea Helen, 40 men entombed.

withi f, tew minutes, about 9.41 P.L!., I i-ooelved the
folloWing:

lUrmngh, Ji.a., Nov.1B, 1913.
Bure of' ;,lines, Plttoburh.

Explosion J~oton no.2 noa. Helena, 40 -i in mine at t1i
of o:loalon. 's:11 adviue lator. W6shlngon notifiod.

Sutton.

I believe tlW'b ':r. Button's tole~ mut have been filod
nearly aa (lu1oklyas the others and mut have follovmd th 1mdiato1y,
tb 1.lttlo (lqlay baIng dUiJ to lW having the telephone in scrvloe
afer :roeipt ot tho first mF.8Ga0 tra Uailton.



1:ho Direotor. ..-2....

Imdiately on reoeipt of tho Hamilton and Assooiated
Press messages and before givine up my wire to the Bureau for the
Sutton messa.ge I Bent the following at 9.30 Or 9.40 P.M.:

Webb. Bureau of Minea" Jellico, Tenn.

Exlosion. Alabam Fuel 00.. Loton, Alabam. Prooeed
lmidia t ely. lT ot i.fy Sutton. Report nov oint s .

Wilson.

Bureau of Mines"
'Va.ahington. D.O.

E:losion Ala.bai Fuel 00., Aoton,
entombed. Car gone in oharge Hail ton..
notified.

Alabam, 40 men
Sutton and Webb

Wilson.

.Ater oonferring by telophone with Mr.Bioe I notified
the Forem at the Bureau, Mr. Raudenbush, to be propal"Gd and get
in tou.oh by 'phone with Uesars.. ik~ ~ii(l oth.ors in O(~S(j of
neoes 8 i ty. ii';,rther act ioii ae amsi.l mileo CS t,ai:r in j1.l.(lcmnt of
Mr.. RiCG aml myself, p6::ding furtlio:r info!'i:ition t'rom 6'1.tton This
was eBpeoiully trtw iii view of our knowlodge of \7011 orgaized
forco of resoue men availa.ble in Bir.ngham, througì tr~l.inine of'
this Bureau, inoluding Cl13peoiallythe rlJg'iùar ri)soue forao of the
T .0 . I . &: R. 00 .., undo r ..1. ',1 Grova U l :ll 6X- er:plo¡ro of' the :Bureau.,
and the ,further fact tr..t \Yooana id.,n'où. OUr Distriot 'liiginep-r,

E. Sutton, fully oor;:e".iallt to hand. e r~~scue o.rl1~ntionn of' 'the
proportions i.u(iioatød.

1Tø:xt morning, 1lovenbm.' 19 t at ~1.00 A.M.. l the following

reoeived:

:Bil"lin€:'h~æi. lLl,lbam.
:Bu.roau. of Uiiies l Pi ttsDurgli.

Six live men, twenty-three dead loa~ted. About forty
in mine.. Exloration a.bout oomp16te. lio a.ai:latano& needed.

Sutton.

the eveuing of the 19th G. B. iUoa. Chief !linlng
Engineer, proooeded to Dinningham to partioipate in th~ Investlga-
t ion.

00 G. S. Rioe
00 E. B. Sutton
? Files.

Very truly yours,

i/Jl11GtJ!j,;;
(
\"""".
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Posta

H. ii Wiløon ~oiner InObrge

.Ptt8burgb Fa. November 20. 1913.

Bureu Mines, Waehngon, D. G.

sutton wires Allbod1ea t¥Jent~toi reoovere

;reterda indoation point to Wind sht cons1demble

violenoe.

WILSON.

,\\ ,
\'~.' .,
\. /-/
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November 24, 1913.

SUECTi A.otli, Ala.afl. Mine Dløater.

The D ireotori

Re the above, an s1lplemt1i IÇ prev10us repor't

on the subjeot of hO' advloe at this 4.aater was received

an acted upo,

I have tbe tollOW111 todaytr Forem 3.14. Webb,

JelliGo. Tam.. who ver¡ pToperly did not P1eed to Aeton

per mf' telegrphic Inatrotlanai

ilIAns dlstp..:rae telerihone:-easag reoel1'ed
frm LIT- sutton.thro~ig Mr. 'is.lor of tho Alabein
:Fel Co.. at Acton. Ala.. statlnsthat I would not be
needed at Aoton. l1øroe rr reasons tor not eomplylng
with the 1nstruc-tlona in your telegram. it

Ver truly yours,

t .,'
l~yli LtJ

eo J. M. Webb
co Fil e



IN ANSWEJ:NQ REFER TO No. """.,"_...u.... -- .....

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

WASH NGTON llovebor 24, 1913.

Mr. George S. Rice,
Hillman H.otel J

13 ir. lngha'I, Ala ba'lÕ!.

1'I dear Mr. Rice:

Inclosel harewi th please find CC?y

of letter addressed to r,Ir. Paul, whie:h is

aelfe:rplanatory.

As r stated in former letter the

Director desires you to return to Plttsbur.gh

via Washington. Upon the complet ion of the

invest icat ion by Mr. Willial"lS, he will return

to Urbana, via7i'ashlngton.. The Direotor

des ires to see both of you..

VeXJ7 truly yours,~l'd¿;~~

Ine 1.



IN ANSWERING REFER TO NO.. ,r---: L; i"".' ., - .
r
\

"

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF M i NES .'

. I

WASH I NGTON Nove.mbe-r 24, 1913.

Mr. . W. Paul,
Burea.uof Mines,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania..

My dear Lr. Paul:

Th Director requests me to inform

you that it is his desire that you should proceed

immediately upon your return to :Pittsburgh, to

Birmingha, .Alabama. and relieve Mr. Rice in the

ìnveatieation of the recent disaster at the Acton

No. 2 mine near Birmlngha'!. Mr. Williams will

remain at Biroinghai to aid you in this investiga-

tion.

Very truly yours,//¿¿J ~AÆ~



1N ANSWERINO REFER TO NO.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

WASH 1 NGTON
November 24, 1913.

/
f

\

l~ "r--..
.. "-. .. ¿'"-..

t-, '-;~- 't- '~.'''~) V ',,-, ' ,l. .l j .. . ,"'
-:;0 'y.. 15.\! .I-'..; f' 'u .' I,. .
~ \. 1-; I) /'--- --

Engineer in Charge:

Please see that Mr. Paul gets the

attaohed letter imediately upon his re'trn to

Pittsbl1rgh. an inorm this offioe by wire when he

returns and wheR. he le~ve. for Birmingha.

Very truly yours,'/a-ø?t~O
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B1 ri ngam, Ai. NOT. 27, 1913.

Di.reotor, Bureau of 1ineø, Washington, D. C.

Inaocordanoe with request of Ur. H. M. W11son
of Bov. 20. 1913.

On Nov. 18, 1913, I went to W'eg:ra., Aia. to e
investigation ot the Pratt OOMolid¡;;.ted iü1ne a.t the place.

Kr. Dea.da ieben, Vi oe Pre. . and Ge nil. 1i(g. ot
the M.abB Fuel &: Iron Oo.pls.ed himself in touoh W1 th
Mr. R. H. HiI.:1ton of the Duon1; Powder Oompany as .oon .8
he heard or the explosion a.t hie mit'le6 and Mr. Hwr4lton,
who knew tha.t I had. gone to ...gra.,Pltd me at this pain".

lI. DeBardeleben aleo a.sked the Ten.Deøø.e Ooal.
Iron &; Railroad Oompany for s.ss1etame and. it i. eat. to
ea.y that the hospital oar ot this oo.ma got under way be-
torll thetruok ot the l3ureau of U1nes.

r.1J18 auto truk of th1e b"l.ireau was a tooked a.nd lir.
Hamlton, who reo.i T.d the 1111'. and had ooinn1oated wi th me.
lef'G Bir:qring at f5.l5 P. ll. for the Vleet :Bnd. He'lett. fo~
Aotoii, Al. at 6.27 p. a. and arrlTed at Aoton at 8.22 P. m.
in advalle ot the oar ot the ienn.....Oompal1. The trip
was mae over very ba road the greater pat of the way anA
the delay of' iiear.ly t1."e hours in getting to the 80ene of the
explo.ion oooured. in trallin ttlng the n... fro. them1ne to
B1rni1ng. I regrettha.t I was out ot the 01 ty but returned
ae .oon a. it waø poBS! ble to do 80, there bel ng a wreck on
the J'risco which delay the regular train øeveral hour.. I i
howevei., arrfuedi tor having the I1Uno1ø Oentral- tas!;, train
eto p Sot Dora, Ala . and a.rrl ved a. t :81 rrri1 ngam at 8.00 p. m.
Kr. Sa'l. Rand ot the Jefferson Powder Compa.ny met me at the
eittio-n a. oarried me to Aoton in hi. uah1 ne, a.rr1 vi ng a.~
9.15 p. m.

There 1s no doubt that, ha the i:åne notified B1rm-
1ii of the explosion a.ø soon a8 it oooured,~ the auto-
trk of th18 bureau oould have reaohed the m:ne bY' e1x o-olook.



I aaec Jb. Bam1ton \0 not11' Pi tt.b~sh of the 00-
ourenoeof the explosion wh1ch h. did. am I upon reah1n¡ 'te
01 ty euppl1mentec hie wire wi th wire. to both P1 ttsburgh anA
Wuhnston. I oan not explain ~. dola7 in tranatt1ng the..
telegrwn &.8 1 t APi)eara .from lå. wii.on letter tht both 1&.
Ha.i41ton's and ii Wix. rea.hecl ii. Wi 180n at the øe time"
and an hour ha elapeed from -te Ume I plaed the W1re unt1 i
1 t was reo~1 ved at P1 tteburGh.

Upon un val at the mine appaatu8 -l in ree.ne..
ani two p100es ot a.ppaa.tV.8 wa a.ea4y in 8erva. bY' :neer.
ot the'renneøs.e CnmpaD¥ or... Kr. Uam1ton, .lå. Bewy. a.r:
lIeit 1.id1ate17 em.red t.e _iw and beam enged in the
woù and 8.180 asøis tad 1 n bi:1 nc l1 to freøh air aø1 ro11 vi ii
two loon of the Tertssoe Ooi:n: ~t had been overoo:i wluio
waa1ne ApparAtus of this conipa.

All bodies were looated by m1driSht an4 I r.ot,1f1.e4
:u. ;r.. l~. Webb, ,¡nO 1100 pi.ed a 1008 distAnce telephone 0&11.
trAt h1s ass1øta.e would not be needed.

The tacta in thie 08.8 have ..tabUøhed the tut that
the auto-truokl pat1o\lJ. in the l3ringam d1øti:ioi. w:ii
serve the m1 n: ng 1 nterest.s to a far bet ter advantage that a
oiu of the railroa. type. The road oyer wh0h the car traveled
1s one of the worso out of 131rmngam and 18 looated twenty.flve
(25) :~le8 ~ro~ the 01 ty.

So tar as the truok bei Jl .1 n 00 nd t1 0 n to mao the
trip, I z!1e 1 t nn buølnees 'to plae it 1 n oond tion tor iUl...
1ate sorvice 1.izd1a.telyupon its arrival lnB1rm11l and Ute
oaly th1ng that prevonted 1 t from reahins the nine sooner 1s'
the fact tht the news d1d not reah Ur. ß'wrdlton sooner. Jå.
R&riton 18 a valuable friend of the bureau ø. 80me reoogn1-
t10n should be nte oth1s valuable aøs1øta.noe. li. Han 1 ton 1.
a oompetent driTer a.nd 18 alwa.ys at the 418polll of th1a bureau
in tluì8 of oiargen:Y, as well 0.8 one of the be8i a.pparatus mer:
in ths distriot. Rowever, he :rinds tht d.1nnsthe Oal at
speeel necessary and tho nervous tension of the exper1enoe. ren-
dered him unt1 t to v:eø a.ppaatui tor a period. ot p08s1.bly haii
an how:. In t-'ie future.. I sha.ll eng8.s a dr1 ver tor eiergenoy
serv08 BO that both ll. träm1ton a.nd nwelf will be in a con-
d1 t10n to beoome ongaged 1ui:.d1ately in resoue eernoe.

.

) 041 J4. H. 1l.Y11sotl.

__---.c~



Jlonmr as, 1913.

l! dear Hr. Suttoii,

(:å
Ae 7O w1111le fro attaGhed OOPl or letter.. 1!. iti:Iti,

1t 11 48s1red that 1n the cae. or the Aotb. ellaaeter, a8 well .1 other

41eate1" lis Jou 41.'r1ot, t.hat IOU g1.. t-he na. ot the me who use ¿(

brethlDg e:p.rat:u, 'aD wh pye tlret ald; a180 the chlet leaer. in

the pnoR1 wom or 1"0,0.817. 1a '\ie 10U had 'bet.ter coniult with Hr.

G i'e..

In "few or ,he de1&)' thre wl11 be in maing up the l1ua1 re.ort

on the .A'OD aI..eter thtUUh wa t1ii for an~.lBrøpo!'t8 ot ant an &1r;

an a180 to eale a comilation or the notes gathered 01 ,-ou, lIre William_

and me, to "eaade, pl... mae up a eeparate repol"t of the rescu an :r..

OOY817 wOi1,U1 ioalS as poeil'ble. This oan subsequently be inoorporated

in the lbial !'Jl".

c.o. lri". p'aUi,

lir. Wl1eoa.

iSaurs "fer; trul¡¡./
..t

~t(...~~



~f/~/Jr

1lovember .æ, 191~.

ACTØN , ALl~A1~ DISASTER.

;)l"ctor~

1 recel1's4 your letter of NO"fember 19, with c:l1pplng regarding t.ho
exploiiion at Aoton, labam. The local ¡¡apere did full Juatloe \0 tho In-
"teltlgitlone ot' the bureau, Be you will notet'rom the attached ol1ppinl-'.
lia:turll)', ae the T. c. &: 1. tunifi hEld two complete rei cue COrp8 or 5 men
each, their "ork' .a. 1mportant. SocJO of tholr fin weTe origlnallytralnod
by the burenu; ~'¡..erii. GroTesbnd Eng6 Town, (now i\oeletr.i.t Sup(Jr1ntAri-
d"r:t of the T. C. êc 1.1 ware to 'f"lH' enrloY6oS of the DU!"881. t1r. ()V&SMe
'been lnøtriot1ng T. C. & I. nln Bii10e tl~6t t.ime. I thInk there were 6Er.,erii.l
othl)r !%n in the .arloue ìiarties vrho hAd bolm trained bytheburoeu. I am
writing to !!r. Sut.ton aelilng' ttii't he ob'Walnt.fie in.for!lt"tlon thet ~Oit øugßeet

gnttlnft, &nd which! think 18 a ver¡i wise pre'aution, at l$fst eo tar 88 1 t
relatø6 to the helmt men. I thInk it WOUld be alroo tlrntlsl ble to obtain
a 1st ot all imged in the rescue work, I!uch ae.brattiolng, beoaæe eoi:.e-
t.lmeo there we-r as man¡i Ele 40 or 50 01' Qvon 1':)0 me ti~G'd in zriieh 1fJ"1i:,
some or ~om were in tor a day or eo, and are gone the next da:¡. On tho
other hand, there- should 00 no tlliZ'"Uculii!" 11i!ficult¡ Ingett1ng a list of
th& men who ueed breathltl ap:pTatuß, or. ',mo rni.e llret aid tothelnJui-ed.

With 1';1". Paul's aeehtanoe I annll prepare a oircular letter to
send to the oara a.dlltat1oiie on thi6 subject.

0.0. ...,:r.
Hr.
Hr.

Paul. ..1
ftl&Ofi, I
sutton.

Your. v.~ trn~.:. //J I

-A%rßl j;~;

ii.S. 'fr.. I-'aul brln~. tQ my attent10n trl't
printed fo:i to b~ U£(iè. in reecui; ;'Y.
th0 points l"e.leedby ~'ou.

e hf\8 e,!l-ad:d ti!'GP:'U"OQ a

r:h wo1Üã cover

i

'I

!
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Deoember S. 1913.

lf. H. H. Hail ton.
))ont Powder Co..

B 1 ri1nah i Ala.

Dear Sir:

MY attention has been oalled by Hr. R. B. Sutton

to the splendid oooperation an4 as.i.tano. you rendered on

the oooa.ion or the mine disaster at Acton. November 18. I

have also been liiormd previousl)' otyour assistanoe and

oooperation on other occaaione, and håv. been aware ot the

Dame from personal informtion, and t&le, therefore, thie

opp rtun 1 t)" to express to you. on behalf ot tbe Bureau and

tor my.eit 1n partioular, our heart7 a.ppreolatlon otthe
splendid assistAoe you have rendered. It 1s a rare thine

that 8. man engaeed In anot,her puraul t. al you&re. trains

himBelt tor emergenoy work with breatbing apparatus at

mIne disasters and voluntarilY' rune the :-lû8 InwlvecS in

.uoh work.. as youhaT8 done on eevereil oooasion. durlns

the paø i t ew year..

Wi th beat reglirdø. I am.

Very truy yours.

'-~ Director.
"'1

"-- 0.0. E.B. Bu.tton
o.o._.t 11ee.



IN ANSWERING REFER TO NO......______________.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES

:Birmingam. Ala. Deo. ô) 1913.

l.:y dear ll. Rioe:

Yes~erday afternoon, Dec. 5 J I called at the of-
fice of Mr. Chas. F. DeBi:,rdeleben to secure of him a oopY
of the la-at report n:de by the- Line Inspector concernir.:
t::e coridi tion of Acton ://:2 lLne. 'He \Vas indeed ver-:i courteOitS
to n£ ai~ stated that he was goir~ t~at evening to attend
a meeting of his Sì.iperintendents, irdne foren.en, and f1re-
bosses at iW:rgatetJ Ala. He. ex'ter.ded .me an 1nvi tation to
j 01 n him whioh I did. The trip wh1cJ1 was rnade in his Ir-
oh1118 over th:rty miles of excellent roads ai1d on a fine
afternoon, seeuied to relieve him of rfAny of the worries of
the past few weeks and he talked very Ii berally of most
everJrthing. He was elated over the fact thEi,t he has eettl-

all his ola:i:m except two and I think he is to be con-
atulated upon his liberality. He gave all negro widows
50.00. the parents of all single whites ~i500.00) all
i te widows' with one or no ohildres $2000.00 and all other
dows $2500.00.

Xi
:'

In the course of theoonversi.ti;)1: Mr. .DeBardeleèen
volunteered the inforn-ition that he vias greatly surprised
to fi nd -clie other day am ng 0 ther ohecks r your oheck) lea v-
ir~ the in:,pression tha.t he thought ;.rou were not prepared the
af'ternoon ~'ou left Adton to wri te a oheck and that he thought
the pla.n of ohargi ng .Ux .Fi as with this amount would be the
most convenient to you'. Later w!:.en ~rou l1tn'e ag,,::1n settled
you could reemburse Mr. Fies. This seems to be a logica.l
argwilnt in. explaination Qf the way this satter was handled,
for if he had given these instruct,ions to his. offioe m:n,
this man would not have dared to' do otherwise. This is
whali I learn of li. DeJe.xde lebe n. I thought thi s i nf 0 rir:a-
tion 1m:, interest you.

Ten men sat down at an ellgant dinner served in the
home of 1ú. I. C. DeLoney whicn W'dsfoilÙlowed by discussion
of policies for grea.ter safety in the mines of the company.
Mr. DeBardelaben devoted most of hi 5 talking to matter he
'pi.~oJ.osed to carry OU'G in the future i ohief among which viere
no more craoker shots, no more solid shooting, and no fur-
tnsr use of blaok powder. He further exoressed. the desire
that all his men take the training gi ven.by .the Bureau. of



¡anes ;-r-.d 'tha.-t he prOæsed to ,pl.aoe a.t :rrga.e't six pieces
of some approved typ.,appara~usl so ~bAtl as he expressed it
=i.a oould ba of assistance to himself and iieig.'i'bors.

I proEisß\,1 Ì1:ii tha.t I would come to ¡jga.et 'the
firs ¡; two weeks a.fter~he first of the year and also s.pend one
weak .a:t AcrDa la-;er. I believe tha.t, it' c1frie:n oan be
lk1.de of Mr. De'delebent Xk he Will be a vi:1uablefrieii to
-;hs bured.u and. I would. asJt ül¡at: jl"ou c:rX'~r:gßthat .euft'i.oient
:rney be set aside, if 'th.: '~-i.f)ro'priation is .runnng low. to
fill this pro~8e.

I aiå addreseir.. '~h1s ie~ter "arsonal dS I think
'tliere e.re son.e i~tt,er9 in 1 t ,thd.t clxe of a. pu.el~r fiei:eo::l
:i.¡' t'i.r e ..

Very t:J'JS. . .'.~-



IN ANSWERING REFER TO No.........__....._..._

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES

EXPERIMENT STATION. PITTSBURGH, PA. Deosnber 6, 1913..

ACTON MINE RET..

!!r.. R.. Y.. Wl1Uama,

I recei'Vedyour notes on the Acton mine, for which I thak you.

I presum t.hat you sen~,~py to !rr. sutton. It' not, please advise.

Do not r~t to visit Gillespie on Decaober 9..

-_/ /'
.I

Yours very truly t

I /,-
_/'//,,/"//

l

///

i-S . 1.3 J. ~.' A,/".'~ ~
. r( / ./1'--"' I.""~

¡;£. f..... (0 n i /, L'):'~/."t. \~'f,.Á

6., (~ ~ ¡lA'A-A! / ltl.'ul/O/- i. C -~ 7

mvl~



IN ANSWERIMORE'ER TO No .........._..._..n._.

BUREAU OF MINES
Eirnù n~~ÐJi, Ala. Deo. 7, 1913.

C~U!t:?Va.(~.
." '.. '8. Otc ~ &"G.. ~¥I

., . J1 . ,...~ ..l:\,,'..$. . Ill' '(j\\~ 'J 'J .~'!.. .1,., /'-,__" J. n..--__ .

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Mr. Gee. S. Bioe:

On ~,fndã.Y Dec. 1, 1913, I went to Acton and gath-

ered sam.ples of road dirt J rib duet, and caked ooke as sug-

astiaå. by ¡iOU. Du.eto the .fa.ct that the supply of ¡'eport

oards of this offioe been completel:! exhausted or else

tilere never had been any Bent here) I could not inee report

of these samples until Cl:da oould be sent from Pi ttBburgh.

Howave:r, these cards went forward on. Dec. 5, 1913.

On Nov. 28, 1913, I colleoted samples of mine air

in the :roo-m at the .faoe of' 8th Left and in the rooms mining

vertiole coal in 9th right. These were ir.e1led and oardsto

CO.Il'espor.L 110 v .. 29) 1913. Tb.eae air samples were atatiarJiy
samples as jrOit augges'ted..

Normal ventilatior.l had not been .restored at the

rcdne on Friday Deo. 5 1:1 the lower entri as) but I propose to

go to Acton Monday Dec. 8 to colleot return samples from 8th

Left) 9th Right, and the ira.in retui'n.

4#7
Very l1UXSO..,~- ~

~
--

l'. ~-44. -



G~l(-:R..

Deemer 10, 1913.

Direotor;

I am transmittin, berewith, report of rescue wi lirst-ald

work in oonneotion with explosion at Acton ia.ne lio. .2 b-¡ Mr. EoO .

Sutton.

\~ery tk. Y ... tts t.' 1
íJ¿A-



Deoemr 10, 1913.

AC'OE Ja5E :RPOMS.

'-. suton.

i traU'mft here~ 1ib le'bn.to,r' r6¡.ona 4809 and 4510 oov~l'lq:

ail18t. of silneal-r am:pl$B taken. b¡ lOU at. 'he Acton Iln.e,

!her 9.!' ~v1dmitl; .1ul'liontetl. I camot account tor iour not

bann?; !nre th?ltl );, enp, ;:6 a:p¡;rentl:¡ 'tho m1x:tiu.. wae explo.1Y',. 1 t would

lM thnt :iou l!llSt b.~,.e obtf\1ni:d the '&ml~16 higher tlu the rolnt tit whlob

you teeted ,"!lt~. ~'l)i: lamp. iA.l~'1 rer:b-er t-b&\ the ?Il! lai'- dr. it.

.11" t!"OIi the bo1;Lom. '&b8l ..8 the 8ale takent

It would be .er-.¡ 4..1rab10 he1"alt_., to al,ifJ atate th6 tl.i ot

lamr1tng, al~houç t.be.ie 11 be .v..ce- rot" it. on the tom.

I .. eealri theae np". ill 4upUoate 10 tha\ Jau -i tl'ai-t

copt.. to the operutor w1 th p:rper o&u.løn. GeMl'17 weaend the= d1.ieot

wbeNthei- &re dagef'ua col.ltlon. but Li 'thi. ca.. 'hie øif ha~G òeen

on;; .. teiøcrl"J7 oondl tlon.

! \\'Cd like to mow wh.tbei- \bP8 wai . OOlllde,.bl. bod1 ot this

ge. or oili a l1ttle. YO\1 do not. sin aiv 01.. Alwa;t8 .t.\. bOw tiw tr

the l"ootihe Male wa taken. wb.th,u. tbeft .. ani air 1DD8. 8! Whe\er

'tbaN .. ..y cOll4erale 'bod or 8$- w!uoh ioi ...n aam11ri. li .aeh oae..

it~e tobe gef!ral dlme1 oiie . 11lc, tor expl., · Salle pthen4 1 toot fro

rooti a larg b041 uteDdlag up the raia. full w1dth or J', 20 teet wide

.neDlJl 'back 1D t..t. tJ' laoe; oi- ...iir. detal1.

0.0. tliill. '!ou8..eri t r'i~.



DeJ' 10. liia.

ACfO UIIE~lS&TEB.

D!rectori -

I tb* 1 _de a ..rul 1'quee\ t_ti0'l tbe ii. H. it. 8..1 ton
of Bll"lqhã. tor h1s k1ndnesG in taking ohage of the ado tl'k. and Iii

40111 .1Uble 8."108 at tbe Acton miii onbehltof' the llu...

!hls 16 1181"11 a 1'ar4er-.

Y OUl very t!' l

./ A l. 11 d ./~t..



OO!l1AH

Deoember 10. 1913.

ACTO!l ?ll~ !iIEJ.S'!ER fEftm~'!.

1)1 rec OJ""

1 Incloee bei-th 0017 of e letter l'081.,84 tro i!r. SUtWll. with
t.he excei/tioD or one t'l'ra)) -mlob reten to som per.onal caah t.raac
tlone.

You rill note the t.err of ..t.tl;;m,,¡u' whob haft ben ade with
the røliitl TaB 0/ 'the viotlme. I IU tre to 8tq that 1 am astonished at the
llbeioallt:i of the oompe7.

?uthel' retel"rluf( t,o the BubJeot of compenaa.tlon.about whOh lOU
asked mo wheD bere a short tlmB ag, I overlooked t.elllng lOU tbat. in tormr
da,ø ~ne Qcwp;le8 With whioh. I "'f\.e conrioot&d \1664 to expet t.o pay about
~600 to a widow, and \0 aiiløths!" u fA"! at! tlçslb16 uil.ll ib. m.ight re-!'ni_
i1euall~r the Cosai.tano. toOk tbe tom, it .he oped a b09.1"d1n.~ bouse. of .en-
Ingher boe rden, and leelBt tha ~be bOll1"er8 paid her the1 r billa" e1;o,.
Thea. CClp1los neyer ha the.1 )rtuiai of h8~1:c 8 'fer: laJ" dl.Bater, 10
that, &1 tal' ai I eo'W tber" we" no '!~i oaeeii of want. the oom exrc1s-
ing e. pate-rnal 8up0M'lalon. 1dtler on the e.1ttlellDte were geneJ"1:r mte OD
a 8omewt hlBher buts, or about ~.lOOO. !'iB.' up to 1908.

I hoPB 7011 will be iible to got aoree gocl inro:rt.lon from ~rl".. E.1.
B:t. It )'GU do not have 8D1one to lLqulre from in COlorld.o,. ",e can ea.i~
~t the intonatIon, I titl''k.throuc ,.!". ':elbom and pr. 1.(" .osgood.

You~ '1&!' tl'l:.

incl..
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ueEter 12. 1913.

'tl
AC'K inn DlSAS!E RlfOR~

3.1:-. B. B. 8\ton,

Reterrri to lOll!' report orreeoue &id ttret &14 woñ 1n ooiot.loa
w1th the exløeloi at Acton m1ne !to. 2, thie repor\la or cr lntere.t, ar
Ii g8eralJ nllwr1ttc, but I wa' to polaf. 013 a tew thl21 whioh -i If
it d8Iralo to re'fN. 01" clarg tbe "POnt

(1) It. 1& adY1eable to 'Pt 111 .. abort statemt a1Y1ng the date ott.he
exloele. an th. boui Or t.be daf. t.he nller ot -i who were in the mine.
th n~.r of i- ño n:r loat. and t.he mir or me whO 1n)'r$ "00":14. b:r
the i-.icue p&:ie. lai unqalpp; (b) eqlppid w1th breathing apt:rtua.

(2) a\8to 1f the notloe nached iou, where ~ou wore &1; the time. ai
the pa.I"S6 ot iou Hlii tbe!'., Whloh 1n thl.... .. at __ one or 'the
adnee or the Pi-tit Oonol1daiød Ooal 00. 1011 Inye.tlg1tlY8 pur.... I do
not rell t.he tI or t.h1. .w mine.

(a) Wh. Hr. neilton reelved word a'bout, the d11a.t.r, aid tho time of
leaY1ii tbe etatlon. !Ou. idCht itate .whtb Tan.eee Ooal. Iron &- R.B.OO.
c& len 1 ts station at r rat' 01 t)' ('t)

Ia t.he third J*raph or pa i of iour ro" it would be well
to gl.1 the MI or th i- who .. toud all.... Iì lIat. wht bA:ppc to
th1e i- attar :m. H-il1ton lett him to retunlllto t.he i:ne.

011 pe 2.. alter tbe eeooiid paph, 11; mtp' i.e well to mae a
.ta\-lt ab(Nt the imr 01" men wh ha4 oo1M out of them1ne aU.. at tbat
time. the n1be'P and I'I or the ID *0 bad b.en bl"Ollt o\ñ by the J"acu
¡.n!.. at! reñTe4 (1t70G oaD get tbe __8); and the D\1Gl" or bodl..
lli't out.

ilf tbe "bird JIJl1J Of pa a. JO atatei "It wu alo 1ithat
4 ID "rked on th 4th lGttl .. or thee -de hIe ..oap. ai4 .th ot.hen
we1" t01 d..d on the elo at 1ti eit...'. It I u4iitaJt the OøatlODG
risb\ll oii th11 en\.,.. thl11 ihould. red allt .1 (..110"'8'

"1 i WM allO Ji tlbat fi .. we,. em tbe 4th i.n. n.e or wh .. t'o'U
"1Iiiolou bi OM ot the 8&1"lJ (?, ".018 panl.., aD b'r ~o the
"BU:ftaC. where he l"o.,.'H. '!e other 3 bad been tound dø near t-hø
"mutb ofthb &itJ7. Thlr 'bedi.. ba (or ba Dot) 'ben broiib't out,n

lath1. ... y,rai-ph ,nNWI "O'D -Ð .. me.1ft on \he 4th
nlb1;. and 'hi. eirr ... pae4 .. it wa 'tb~h' tbli 11ft me iiirt 8"111
be in &OM øt the lower h'trll!'. '" Do 1 tl...Ui4 'b tllS.. tba" it was

tb.1; "bat t.h-i .. a cl-iie otnoOfrlii . ia1'u D.er otaia b7 :plbf



E.!.8uttOD -2- 12/12/13

the WOrk tGltr dO l:ilo'be adD.?
ApD liitbla .. ransph 1- eta_ tlt.". -i hAd. i-de Me ..oa

tre \h 7t.h 1et\ aD .. NI b~ the V-llm"8~ Ian.re at, tbo 5t.h lett."
It i -i...t.and wMNM _ to-i. 1'-_ in -l --i ne..1" \he Jæo,t.loJl of'
the 5ih left. !t idt be _11 to spe or \1e. I thlii ~t he did not.
Me tint. ~d ti-\i-t. It wold lUO be wl.. to But.,_\ he ha b..
foun an brot out lnto the IIne b7 ODe or tbe tint røao pan1.. prior
'0 the 61"1"1 n. of the orws w1 ih 'bi-t-h1ng ap-prat.u.

In ,be ùt pU:8ßrah 01 ,he 3ri pa ¡ou atate"!bD -i l'o ba
etteoted his ..cai; fr the 7th 1en; i-rted that he ha puie.d two 'me iii
to!i .' a'l the 6th left." weN 'bu. .. dc at the tl_ he pauea tli
It the7 we" It m1glt be well to .\6t- tl-t b.epuiied "'I boie." 0'1" "2 .-
01'81'1I. ..

In th 2i pansraph 'there ère 8""1"1 -i..leaa an erroi- I iiiû..
YOU .t.tet "!b "ioue work. thftror. nS!"d 1 t.elr down 'to entne.
"tb left, 6th lstt, 8th lert. Sth rip' aD ith i1g!." "6'b i.fi 18 n14e-
1i in error.. Shul"''W Dot a110 ad "4th :dlh-l &4 'th t1Cht?"

In tb. neo" aeD.-tlllle 1O ap.o! the oi"ot the T.O.&: 1.. .J'.CO.
.xplO1"lng the 6th risht t11"8 t to . pol Dt. whe'\bri -i ..re found (1'1 .1_
~e "11 t.o .'ate. 'weN 5- bo!_ "~e roun. l ) You theD go OI ie 119 ~
Den .., \0 tbe 8ib left.. It would appar that 1ft iat ban OY.l"looe4
t.he ""h lett. whl" acording to t! Dotfle a bod: wa foun ner the entro

I \luDk )1 ba bett.er --rs a 11 tt1. Of th ...- _ '~.. onreoehic
of the 1'ece pal in the 8th right. aru 'bi 'b.... whN a -i .. .to-1I
0014 1ii deatb It ialght bQ nll to .\..t. ,.. bo-d~ was foun" !'ther tha a -i
a. that al'9'' a _'1 detlnl1io nilnc. 8M une ezv1allatlOD aa to \V tiftt
aid was lint Ued. ~r:r. a!'y.. toW '-fl". WL111ãi snd ~a.lt that t. plni
had be_ 111 \0 ..eN 'he bo~ wu toa. sa wa coming out 'W !!r. \fl111am
.. oveJ'me. In that coictlon 1\ algb\ 'b. ,,&11\0 ei:la1n tl.at t2'..ø 'r..e.&: I
Co.. tried to 11 5 in eah pan.,_ '!e1 caRted: 1!l". Willie. tor a dletai.
or a couple o!o. hudl" t..t ôr &0, Md then while reeting l~r. ;.7eag.!" stated
ihat he wOj.ld ha to ha1"f? &Ut. When he _den.re w1th tha iiñl be ha
tDunthat 'the' taolal e-on would DOt .tç ¡: up, 80 that. bo hM to keep

ptlii 1t up wti-h the iart bad. rerh1' b6 _)' luTO rorçott.e 'to do ;hia.
ud the OubOD -7 ba.,fJ "eoom detle"ad. UP. X:eagi- told. tbe othen in \h
)'l'i tbat he .., gclll out. tor ..etataee, rnd6nl1 thinkag \eha' tho otb&n
..1"8 lo.wbAt. G._nom. Wb0h !!r. Gft... .tated ft." Dot the 0&8. !' itr."
31"1'.. and the two Qth&" aa1'1'84 ii. rl1U.. \a talD€ hold ot hie le.
-8d 8aoh 114.eo! hi. ~. ca"7Dßb1iu ou to (J po!llt a ooule of lire tee
tro iii ent!'Me. whe-i thll7 were _t b:¡ ma who had been notified Òj Yr.
1!eor. v.I'. Høaer hId 0011 out iii quite bad conM tlou. &.d had 198t ihe
uee othle 11.. I 1IefttaD4 tht be bad 1'1...11 the lmruet on to \h o'tei
,bat the tini wu all 111 bad conlt1oa. wb!' y,.. (;1'0.98 &\ated that thia
was not th cu.. and ,bat tba were elap1iwoitng aloDl;' elo17 tl" pt1Jt
to point w1\h !!r. 11111_. *-0 .. helpi.... t~r. lll"ll did not h. to
gift ar .. good l"..on tor !tr. 111111._ ..lag '"1'... ll tbal he ..

I
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:B.B.8Utton.

-prbpe DOt-1n good eOllt:ton, .. he thougt hi. aypal"atue 'W ln good ~.
It' l' be.. an)' turlher facts In thla ..tt81"I th1. 1\ '\ be 4ealJ'le
tl' the atanpolnt. of the bu.!'a1l '0' repor' them

~l". ¡JI'Y88 1nt'01'd _ ,bet &11 of 'he ~. o. & I. apyan:tua wa of
the ü1"es:er 1901 hel_\: t¡r.o. It ap-pre a1eo that the '!.O. &: 1. 'Uen do not
tr6111 relarlywlth bre&thit1 a:pz:eratua,mdob he. th. Geo'YI do.. not ..
av.r to Deml del' lmrti. Cl1" ela 11 11mp11 deteDi: a e1 tuat10ti wh0h l-..
caimt re.

In the Zl pvegrahot pAge 4io1l "a'\e itA (second!) tinn or the
or.o.&: I. ent.red the mne to ezpla-:re the 4th nt)t. not. h(m8r, utll Hr.
Ed tnbim and or: other ID ba located the DI Iii tb1e eit17-" ã' this
explo:rtl0i., Wi(le."i th the burau breath1n¡ ,a.:pratWl_ m,,, ret, that 'th1e
mawaa atill warm W8!"!'ted a OJ' going it 111m. The wr 'bit!' jol~fld the
yerty to wit.hin M,8'llrnl h\Uidre~'- tMt of' the .race wl"..out arl'1"t.w.,."

.It would be &(iT1ea.ble to ."pla1fl .t!'ber. '! bO'l)' 'f8 fo-lI halt ~
In. W& it not? I\ m1gbt be well to itc~ 'ovl''b ettorts we!"€! :'.ie t.c rortft
the i- uy rln t s.d, &81n \he pre'fou ioitenoe 1 \ 1e&.'9ie8 1 t imeørtM n.

l,U Qie !lett to the 1u\. I*rfph l)D pi,S$ 4: :(111 state: 1~f:l'o!fti
,'af3ntll.ll iobould De æd& or thG .. yaluabllt wo!" of 1~!". Ed F.uebf.. G,('' E're.
Ai. 8e- the :roue of tha ODe .i wh _. ..bllJ \0 leavl) the m1no without
ae81et,fU06 1ft dlreetl;: to ~!". Ri.Ulbi:,,d' ~ '1i1." Whch ~ 'l8 thl&:
'tatlon bis na and etat. hoe-¡ he wa. taken out, either at 1íble point, or 01
r8terr1.~ to hlkl b~ n. par~p5 in th;,) !'l,rit. tart ot the t:~Il¡)i-. naG t",1
F.bø.d any exp&rlezofl with breathing Si.1"~U8. an did he ue It at aDitlme

In c()1UdlD1~ in reilæ. i iaght. mont1on that. 1 t wQuad b.e "tll to
arilty ahoat the 5 bodes, mDlii up the 24; ono waii !"00VOl"~d in ths man
elope near the Srd right" and thø o\ær 4, near the 4't le!t. ! t. might. be
well to mention theøs "hen yo ai-~yGld(tni;:~ Cfr th'1 wol' that h.:td 'hGen ¡lone by
t.he &z,l"lorat.ory p¡i:i¡_

'fO'PB Yftry t.ra,./tt1f'
?£-:. Ae fl')On 118 30U cnn ¡ w!l!h ;10\1 'to\Üd e~i me a GOPJ at the øaIt ot Ao~n
m1ne eo thAt I 00 propeiol)" work up m¡ nGtell.

e.o. ::tretOl' irY'lf\
~~2". Paul 0' '1 '11 ~

~"- \)i I 4 l-.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

EXPERIMENT STATION. PITTSBURGH. PA.

IN ANSWERl NO REFER TO

No. December lZ t 1913.

Ill... ...,.1e. f roa Acton No.2 inine .j
.llaba.a ruel lIron Co t near .-
H.l..a. Ala..

~
/0"lyPl,"~;' 1í.£:,~(J

,Chief Ohemi.t

The tollowlng 18 & report ot an Bx&ination of m!ntl sample.
21'73\1 and 215.99 taken by )II'. ~.. B.. Sutton on NoyømhElr 2a. 1911 at
ActCln llo 2- mine of th.e Alabama 'u.l &Jtd %roll Company, 1oca:tød a
idlls nDrtneaøt f) f Hailen.. Shølbyc Gunt,., All:'bi&a.

Sample 21739 was d.eeSgnated: "Reaid\l& resuitl... from e.x-
ploøi'in of kag ot 'Powder In bo'l at rooio 15 ,3th left i saïnpl.¡d by
soraping J'oaidlJtJ tro. .id... of boiq te d.tlJrmhiø higr.die.t. of re.S-
due.. ·

Thla aample appeared to con.1at la.rgely ot coal and OOi'1-
taiiied spllriters of "oDd. etc.. "blah -were plcted out before the ...-
plii ground. The e9.lIpJ.e was air-drIed i ground. to paa. ;;n 8U-:iÐSh
sieve, a.nd J.S gram.ø extracted ..ith cold ...ter. then with etheri then
with dilute hydrochloric acid, and finally burned to detsrmhia iâsh

Results Water-soluble mat9rialAcld-" "
Ash

i...18 ;per-oant

3. l'i .1
11..'19 11

Analysis of the water ext raot _howed tho prQSÐnCe or the !0110w-
i iig :

So¡j 1 um ca.rbonate
lt sulpnats
" nl trate

Small &iQUl1t of Dod lum
catarial.

16.49 pldrúer.:lt
9..'1
0.48

thlornilpbatl' and crgtinic
ll

Tn. ether axtraøt .-. øall &114 .... found to ~orit.in tree
8ulphul' .

The a.cid .a:itraetwßs tìde1'ly iron $uJ.phids l'",nd oi:idia

These reÐui.J~. Are what would be- expeet~d frort thaires1due
collected after the explosion of ø. keg of bl.ck blaetlng powder.
The wa.tør-uQlv.b19 po.M,ion 9.ppar'errtly o(m,lets allllHd¡.eni.lrø1ir (if 'i-lì:6
.olu.ble tlrodu.ct. of combustion ot blaek blaitlng poW'dllr. The GQal
in -the s~r-'Ple probai,.!"~r ~",11 Î!'itci tha beY. fJ'Clii the root QI' walls of
the room at the tla. of th. e:xploilt-n.
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nie pre.sene. of a -.11 aaut of .odlum iiltra't. &ad tree ..1-
plul" incHoate. a em1 ..aunt .f unburned powdor.

Bale 21S.9 _. cI..ii..t..: -Duettakeii trlJ .il... h.i. ... 2,
reOl 17, 8th l.ftj~-em.plng. tre)' blown-out shot h~l.¡ to determine pre-
..... of bunieò p..der.-

Thla ea.pleappeired to oonøl.t or clean coal l. partlel..
r&Dgh11 from abeQl l/l-inch .1.. to IhiO dU8t. There..a.e .1.Ibls
..14.n08 of tor.lin _ter1111. .l nter ..tract of tb. .1 r-dri.. and
powdered iupla was ..4e ..4 t&.t.d 'ol th the fo110..I.i F..vlt.:

Totai _ter-øoluble at.rial la ..,1. 0.48 percent

.4iilyøla ot water-..lubl. .tll'lal:

Sod 1 um carbonate
· øulphat.

l';irc el1taie ot
..t.er-ioliibl. lion toa.

49.16
19 .9()

'erceat_ie of
t.i"..i" ,apl.i.

0.24
0.10

These results are Buffletiat to Ju.ettty the IOD-C1UII... t1it
the eaaple contain. proø4uøt. or combu.tlon. ot black powder,ud ,hat
therefore a blo1f-out illot harlbeen fi.radtroll. the ..blrt hoi. I.... whiola
the ..ple ..a. taken. Sodlutl cQ.rbonate and .\llphato 18 8",8a th...
..11 qwnitttlee de) net occur nODally lncÐa.i, _ncl are eba.ra-ct.ri.tl0
p roduøt. of oombuai i on 0 t blaet bla.t lag pori. r.

'1'0 cenri:r these result.. howe-TeT. a. sa.ple of coa.l tak.a
tnDl the same _Ine. --labol"tory 10. 18224. marked -fîii..t ooal .It.t
from face of 8th left ~ letren He. S- ...__. obtalDed Ir.. Mr. '1.1e1..r
ad t..ted. in the £iillei manner ..e the &1:01'0 ",iipl.

Reaiilt.: Total watar-eoliibl. _ter!al
Badia earbona.t. (tcta.i

alkal lalt,.)80dl_ .alp_t. i... thaa

0.10 per.ent

0.02 ·
0.01 ..

Coaell,81... :

Sa..le 21'139 coatalns la.rge amount. of ro.1Aue fro: the ...-
hu.tl.. .,. ..plo.loD of black p.wder. aDd a _11 ..OWlt .f aabu,."
blaok p.rier.

Sal. 21599 oODtal.. _11 ..."lit.Ot ,..04..ta .t o_lnøtl..
.r 'blaokp.."".

i eu&i..t that lJl tho future ..k.. -.1.. .r..raplai. aN
takeii trom ilrUl-holl. tG '0 .unltt.d t. t..t tor the pr...... ot pn-
d\let:. .r c.mtnllitlG!l of explollT... a. ad.ditional .ampl.af' ..rap1.1.
.houl. .1.. \t. taken froa a t"..hlydrl11e4 Itole ..t tal" fl'." tlte h.i.
t 1! Cl.O.t 1 011. 1n 0 rier tbat ._.., i-y. tor' oo.parle.aa _,1. kiio.. to
ooatalø no produeta ~piCalOft.

"~II. li.. 1I...~ T..... nry tnl,. 11_,1, P- ... . . lA.... ........ ¥( ~ )~~L~
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1M ANl!RI NO ftR TO NO. n" ---..-.-----

DEPARTMEN'T OF THE INTER,IOR
eu REAU OF MINES

CHIE MINIlIG ElGlNRi

.&e917111 to you note Qa,llin
a.ttention to the verbal promise of Dr. HGlms to
write to .M. H. H. Hailton.

YO"i1 a.re referref. to his letter of
December :id, prepared:by Mr. Wilson, addressed
to Mr. Hiil ton, thain hi for th ass lstaoê
which he rendered at the .fton min disaster.

Very truly jOurs,/l~ ..

~~ 1¿¿7~--~'#~~

1r ~



IN A.NSWE~ I NG REFER TO NO...._.._.__h.~__.___*..

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES

13irm1 ng. .A. Dec. 15. 1913.

Mr. Geo. S. B1oe:

In reply to your letter of Deo.12:

I hav.rewitten the report of resoue and first-
a.id work performed at Aoton. Al. am have tried to oorreot
the errors an iDOlude the omnssions pointed out by you.
In other words, I know more noy¡ how it is expeoted these"
reports should be mae out and the net time, I am sure.
I will render a. more ored! ta.ble report.

I have iit been a.ble to secure a. map of the en-
tire mine, With reoent sureys. However, I exeot to re-
oeive a map of this ohaa.ter soon and will sendyau one.
I enolose you herewith a :np of the' exploded area. whoh I
hope wi 11 .Iet your 1miedia te needs.

A doubt arises in m: mind trom your p,ost soript
to your letter. I understood you to state when I left you
on the even1ii of' llov. 26 that you expeoted me to mae a
full report ot this explosion.

Ur.R1oe, 1 am exceedinglylproud ot Zlelf to be
ranked as a distriot en¡ineer in the bureau, more patie..
u.lysos1noe the other engineers are whom they are. I
want everyb1 t 04 assistance from P1 ttsburgh that will. en..
able me to mae ¡ood, tor I am so ari0us to nae ,¡ood, am
to conduot theatta.rø of ths distriot in a way that will
Q ompae favora.bly wi th others.

-- .1., ..i/
/'-¡ ¡ / II.(/~I' /'~ , Il ./~. V'

l-+. '::.'::Lj-/ ~..' , .-/ \'/" ~11),/.. ..,l

l/ /'¡
) LL .'7'" ,r ~,;1 l",J//-"i. .. ..-'7n~
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BlnD PBLlaRY lIpæ't .&1 IUD DIlUft.
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D1,.iorl-
I .. lii1tt1i- Ml"-l\. & ..'Il..a ..pen.' tie 1i01 aad nJ!'

&14 woJ' at the ..C\ØD miiie. iuàaitieci It 1lr. E.I.81'tGa. fte ..'1.1_ 18

th ..t or ., en iiat. OI lhe tliist npol" nl"\e4 lIi Ð. 81"".....

I \hlåk i. ao ill. inh ll.tter ahpe.
Tn" Te17 tnl7.

/.. --- 1lß~~. ~

o .,lh Mr. Pa1l. V
YP. 'W\1.011,



GSRiAH

~ tteburh., ~eoember 17. 1913.

!.!r. ¡a ul,

Referrl1' to "J:".Suttout s report, I have r:e a !ew minor oorreo-

tions l 'but in ger.eral i think the -re'tort if very GOOd.. If' l however, ~TOU have

any further l:nqnlr1:êB ~to' nike, please let niknow.

o.s .Rlce,



&8BiA!

De4l_er 1T. 19l3

Yr. E. B. fhton.

I 1"oel'Y io rn..4 "POI" or the .&oton ezloalcm. an haft

tOJlrded oopy '0 WUh1qton. 'lbere hae a180 oo1D to th111 ottto. a pre-

l1miia I'nort on the is.. tOJ" (6-) I pre.. )"011 bayø alBo ient a co1'

to the WUhtqtor ottlce. It not 1'1...8 adYl...

YOWl YeI'J t ruli.

On rage 1 or reYiietl reprt I haT,. mae th.e '01101111 luel'l0iii

Near bottom of i; it nl1 :'ad: "~. ~ a taxoab aD4 left Blim~.
"tor- tbe bureau reioue .'ation at we.t En at about 5:50 p.m. to get the
"auto truk. and ha returnd wIth it to the 'Al"-!fn Blcl."

Or. rag 2-. 4t h e. 5th Una:
'.but were delayed bi aøBemllns thelr relCU8 oorps men un\11 a.bout 7; OOp...
"The r8l1oue an h31pltal O&I","eto.



BUREAU OF MINES
:Birming, Al. Dee. 18, 1913.

~~ ~~~~~!J
.' '(i olll U);..-.. ..
\.. ,. 'G.. .~~. ~'.e ..~r- 4 -i
"'~~i # ~J' ~~)~

INANSWERII\Q ReFER TO NO ..u. .................

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Mr. H. M. Wilson:

Replying to your aircular letter 54.3-26:
In the in-øtarie of the Acton explosion, 1 t

wa. iq unerstandng tht li. R1ae wou1d mae prelimin-
ary report 'to the Direotor in perso,n. Ths no doubt was
done a.nd. lL. Rioesubsequently asked tor a preliminay
report oOl1ernin¡ rescue and f1rst-ad work to be prepa-
ed. Ths I did a.ii forwrded tour copies to Mr. Rioe.
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IN ANSWeRING REFER TO NO .._______...__........_.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI-'"

BUREAU OF MINES

Bi rn ngha, Ala. Deo. 30 , 1913.

Subject: Aoton MlneReport.

Mr. Geo. S. Rioe:

In reply to your letter of Deo. 10 just re-
oei ved:

I reoei ved , letters today whioh were mak-
ed by post offioe employee WNot in ~reotoryw. Ths,
no doubt expla. ns the delay in reoel t of this letter
a.nd a.lso the one with referrenae to translat'ion of
Miners' 8iroulars into foreign la.nguas:es.

Unless I am mistaken, altha I am not sure,
I pled on report oards in the upper right ha.nd 001'-
ner the date on whioh the samples were taken. These
samples were taken, as you suggested, in the h1¡h
vertiole 00801 and in the la.st oross out, between rooII ?/a.¡ !J
on the left side of the 9th B1¡htentry. It has been
my understa.odn¡ that no oompison between the len¡th
of oap-and the ultimate analysis were made, but that
the length of oap was simply information for the anly-
st so that he would know the probable oontent of the
sample. I stated a.n observa.tion of a half' 1rih cap
so that some idea of the oontent may be expeoted. My
~oertainly showed a muoh larger oap for it was at
times completely fi'lled with flam, not, however, re-
os1 v1ng a knoak-out.

These s&mplee "Be taken on Deo. 1, 1913.

You will reoall, at the instance ot your
exnation of that portion of the mine working the
vertiole ooal in the rooms to the left of the 9th
Right entry, that but 11 ttle gas was enoountered. At
the time of taking these samples l a oonsiderable quan-
t1.ty ha aoou.lated, I would say fully ten feet a.bove

my head and ot oonside;.ql~¡t area of oross sect! on. Ven-
tilation was just be1~ored, men bei ng thus en¡a.g-

~whie eamples were being taSen'l~.' ~



IN AN8I!IMG RUb TO No_________._____

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES

:s ~l1hA.lnJ Ala. )(. 16,

~. Geo. s. R1oe~

In reply to your letter of !la 14:

I am banding you hereWith tht portion of the

Acton report tht I have typewritten, hav1n¡ prepaed four

copies. 'ls1s Ilttersot a general ohaacter aii I thouat

tht you oould ori t1øi:8.~i t an return sam before any iire
b. wr tten. I n the men time i oan be prepaing the ba-

s.nae for your inspeotion.

There 1s a. great d.eal of drawing to go nth ths

report and I would rather iæe these than saM rou¡ sketoh-
es a.s possibly I oould perform this better th try to ex-

plain to a draftsman. l4reover 1 t will mae a better look1n¡

report when finished.verY~

ANSWE.RED
MAR 19 1914

\.. t). k...e.



Gll'

.rob. 1'. 1914.

AO~ lUIE KKION RERf.

SIr. R. Ð. SvtØBt

1 reoelved your letter of llmb. 16 with 61l108ed JtJ"1on of
the Acton report. "bloh. I am retumiDl' berê1lth ..ltll a few nonmt.,.

In L-cral, I think it 18 quite good. Aa I wnte to youithe
e tber day. i find ttit i can net do 1I b. w1 till tft. Acton report an.
therefore, 1"el;rlng en ¡O, i lU leu41ag toyGu by re&lateJ"Q. _11 -l
tleU notes of the Acton. explQsion, aâd dlreøt yo:q atteatlønto BOlMl
'tentative eQnelusloii6 en pa 40. t &180 Séllt a. aui-!7 01 the mine
air aaleawt.1øb. I think aD JIob. mrt aatlsf'aatoJ" preHntatiø
tli the anly\lcal reports wllebare ratb.er a.wil2Ru-d to oompre ono
with. another. I alaO-Am iening a ..t of cop1.. .t tli lutl..."lUty
reports by- Dotor Cletaut: cmtl a 8mil"1 whioh i have iie or tbe
results et the testa. ¡ am 8endiii 10lt flye or 8U oople8 of the..,
eo a8 to ...Yll yèU the trouble or tla.'flnr tltetD rewritten. 'he 1.'.1'-
pretalileu i. .a fol1"81

The freø,b cQal dust t'-i the ra08 811". Inll-ibl11t¡
pl:etloall" equal to that o.t the ste.ucl Pittsburgh c$e d11t. 'le
.amllB gathered Dear Ii pan of tbe 8th Len eat)')' all Ib.O. b.gli
Inflambl11t¡. Tho samples in the 6th and 7th Letts sboy either De
lntlaubll1t7 or YtU-y 811gbt Inflamal11ty. pl"ÐDlllJly Dot bough te
propgl to an Ø:."Ples 1 on .

i bave roun in atud)'in¡ttic lntlaiabl11ty rès\1t.tbat the
neare.t relation tbat CM be 8.tAòll.b.edto the anlTtlc&l I'onlt. 1.
tlieratle with tno B.t.u. of ooal or coal mßllJ!fJ .a rae.inc.
Generall)', whn tbeB.t.u. fell. bel.. 10,00 it baa l1ttl. 1nne.b11ity.
At tne _me time, t do BOt mean to bi41eate that tbis 18 tlie loweit limit
wUøre . ti u.t mltur 18 u.o ...t. a .trong preI 1JuJ" exlo a lOll , slii 8

i tøim at tbe Eçrl-itai m1ii tbat ,,"hen we baye ItaZ"fN a ..17 i-DC
:pioaiOD g:lylii 50 l-UDI and apwrd8. .. cum elltal1l a propatl.cm

tb.roi a1.Jture oOJlta1al:"- i:1C -'ll" Gent ..b. Tblø.. a .- -"ter of £Teet
eur: ,0 U8 an j _i1 dust iautures t. l'lt8r ooal duet lur't,
..e bl:'lv t- to oba~ our 14..; a."ennel.".. ...--~-- -l"b60 )NU' c.nt
aib appear. almoat 1_øø.lbi. to ignite. &8 t.. ___.~ he.,. 11len,
direct from the blaatbut it the .1me 11 sa..o.. an tbere i. 11ke17 to
be a stroD& igniting uplo81on GUCb aiiagbt be giT_ by 300 te.t Qr flu
dry 0061 duet or 81 pa, tbe l'r8pat::tl.oli alght eneue 1iUG1tCMutth8
mtxture up te on.. aontaining '70 per ent or asb.



IIr. Su to12 . 3-19-14.

Neprdlng the 8fle8 0011e4t84.. 1 called your e.ttp.ntlØl that
yw weft & lrttle ieant 11' th.e namer of ealea or duet; it would i:Te
balm better It" ba tbam l'rotl both sldes or the mine 1n order to 'lke
1t more comrebenølT'. tbat 18 apparently tare wtTèdim17 .",Ten aales
of dua' aol1ected atl :b 111 caBeS or exploi1eus or tl1e iæi tu4e l1ke
Aetoa. 1t would have been Detter it you ba tø.lum at leBat a 40iea
aleng the border l1iwhre tbe ex.løalon à.led. &E) in tbereqieetJ.ve
entrleø.

In rega.t te tbe -.tter ot fl!',.. I think)Fur etate-it a
good cme altliough 1lbe you state iti 8Iunta 14 pure metbace. 110 iieem
80 ønll tbat 1 tbhik 1t 18 generally l-etter te mutlpl¡ by abcrt 18 to
o'bt.ln a m1turt which wold ~l"e 'be lOftst apl.iilye 111Jt 8e tbie ls"
a crltleal oond.ltloD.. Iii the of.nielUlllou8. I think it w111be well to
eiwbaslze the _tt~r of gaB .ø-ltlil~ like th.e rellewll1. wbleb. I wIll
no'\ at'tempt to 'Put in exact l&nr.g9 ..hiob. will fit in ;Y01U' reprti

.r.;lbUe this 1!nels not to be term a maaeøus mine aid

in C'~neTai the qual'tl of gas it iukes 18 very __11. 18t. UDer
tile D8tural oendlt1onl or worldnt. tbeN are great eleIlta of
danger dul' to theee causes: 118:-11. the wQrldiig feces are going
to the raise 89 that an~r gas 1. apt to &Qaual&telnpookete.
and unles8 the r,reatest. oare ta used a small qU8tl't ør gas i-
aooumila1re V.ll;.. Jlu.; then as the eeal appea-iJ;Jl,~ aeuraly
d.l". as wor:teò In places ping to tbe ratae, tliere Ii 8 larp
amt of fine duet l'reuced ~rtleii1ar17 alnce tbe coal 1s
.iidli: alon the floor and tb.18 abraldlng prou,P08 tine fiat
dust. Aa ..lature that tbero01 _., _ke runs ef"r qulekl7
owing to th. pitch. In general.. it wa. to1m tMtttie roOW
WeN vor¡ d.1' and the eandl tiona .117ra?Ore:ble '0 prøpfttlon
0' an &%Pl0.1oa "nee started, even by a .-i peket ot tal but
palaulal'ly by a abot firing. Stah mne iibnld, 1f tbout
question, uee only peiil8tble uploalve..

l' 18 Vp.ry .a.;t~ to misJudge. m1n-e or this ohareter
as regard. it. aafety .s ene _lite along the levela: these
level. a.re api to eølleet more or les8 moisture el' appear
qtl te d.. but 1 twill b 8 t'out from '1_ t9 tIme there 1s a
Bitting out of tine E1uøt treiatlie roo. tr a strong biutoceur~ eri
\)y the actl0D ot a nier or shots this tIne d.Ult .lips dow on the
SJIotb. floor an toaoaie extent OM. Gut 011 tb.e fJtri.e~ It
t!ier. 18 a prelll1n& e-%))1081øa, 'he e.tiGiil1 lIf'tø1eit to
brlll up tht,s flue dust lnto in8pealOD alOD tbeent17 an a
protlG-l -ir eU81e thr01ll tba\ portion or ttie abie that
appead. befere tb.e upi..i.. to be Tery wet aal ate. 1n

J .. ~.J. 0, ther words, ttie otmt" pil1 to the ra1a. preient ..rtoua,i" gv vO~. d1t1CUlliie:;n -iii the alne ..te ad tne ony aelutloa
" "'-;prea:r8 to o-l,. t'. ... ". ~iok tal. .".:r e-i èa¡A0¡l.i-17

. ii~1~ in . wle.. the State la.. r"'ul.. tbat tbe,:roms. . e waati iÌøwr with boee ~ ~ìiere are ti-T7 pitetilii~~~ ~Í1~



Ur. Sutton. -3 Z-lt-14.

sea in Utah: like at tb.. 11ft.. 51noetb.8 baa been reqired
ii Utøli" tbe. hu bee DO explosion_; but prevlou8 to it" there
was a d1..etl"u8 e:loe1oi at Wlnterquarters in _lob 500 ll were
loat. ~ther l'l1 '\le-h ebøu1d be aåoptedln an,. can 1. ,.
emloy J'rmeBi1Jle uplosh&8. A \tiirdiæasur& or preo~utl8D
WOuld be to emlo: ))1'.llle eleetrh lai" ,he inuea rælll88
that it is :Htf'iotit to i-qui re 8aret,. 1818 In Alaba_ an other
i-l"te of t'le eowitry whre the men are nottra1id to theJr V.18.
an ¡:n ieularly d i tl1-ml t in t be pI ten! t1ft SeAfI" but the
l'eMlssl aleetrie eap lamp !fflta t~ie objections raised against
the ànnP.r~ or f)araty lamp. The use or 'Soh i,lectri.: li¡i- would.
not do away..i th tho 1l8Ces 81 ty of requirlDt closll lnsptlon by
fire b&øø but th a mine which maes oømpaiaU..ely iittle ß'8 aDd
:,ret. dançernull in yilaess e, reJ=y1ar oaref'.1, 1 1nsr'ectlØl wOuld. ap.l ar . . ~to De au!"! nl.. ~ t4 ~ 4-~ ~.- ~

I li0J'e you lI1l be IÙ- 'to ltet up this l"port 11 geori ßl
and !JUJlGul.Bnt It ."1 th IDpa wblch w11 i ùiø:lay t be oil081on lnprGpr
-l..r I &1 lnol1ned. to th1nk. ttvt. 1 t ml be a ß'Cl pl_ to ind!cate
on 'ne .pa "bere f're wa nGted, end 1t __: be .. £ØOc. 'thing \:0 ba.
a eupple~tlil"_p whieh ..111 dbe the O%tent at the ~loø181 bi re
linn or re wab..

Var- tnily ,ours.~ \.

et Atnlnr Engineer..



Arrll 6, 1914.

Dear 'trr. futton,

'Retore Hr. Rice loft the offioe tor the mine, he requ88ted that

1 return your notes on the .Act6n explosion, on which he Me mado some hurried

augi:eetlons, 8E he hEl been too buey to devote: as mucb time to 1 t as ho would.

like to. !!e etated that he thought i t well for ~ou to watch in YOUl' wr! t-

ingv to mak.e the aentetlOe8 short and .oon011:8, 191 th aB simplo Et1-tliøn aD

110Ðf1ble, Utilb?~ pa.ragratñe troel~t w1 th etdc hoadln~, 80 that en index oen

b e me de .

Yours ver~' trul~t



IN ..NSWEFlI NQ FIE FEFI TO NO._ __ .un_. ......._.nn. ri

lb__-Sfr-- . i DEP:RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
, r -. -l r' 1. \__~~J.~.-- BU R EAU OF M 1 N ES .

,. J. ,_ ~.~.- i j
0-- (/Y í \. B1:md ng.., Aia. A prll 24 i 1914.

~. Geo. S. Rice:

Undp.r separate cover I am sending ~rou drawing for the

Acton report ar~ these Wi th n¿p of the effected area will com-

pri Be the drawi ng for tr~ s report. Figures 6 to 9 are i ntroduc-

ed to show condtions Ðn the neighborhood of the origin of the

explosion and the manner in whioh the holes were placed. I hope

that these represent your ideas ooncernir~ this area.

I would like six prinýs made. one for each of the five

copies of the re)ort and one, With your permission.for Dr. J. J.
the

Rutledge who is interested in kE natter of llsplaoed holes. If

''; ou Wi 11 ha va them Di.i led to ";me at Knoxvi lIe i Tenn. i wi th a nota.-

tion on the outside "Hold till called for". I will appreciate it.

I will be in Knoxville l:sy 1 and 2.

I have not rec 81 ved from you the last porti on of the

report mailed you April 12. Not having received a reply to ~

inquiry of t~at date wi th referrer£e to how you desired the map

of the mine prepared. I have about finished a map, 50' to the

inch, d.nd thi B wi 11 make a drawi ng 24 "x34 " . .Tl-..a wi 11 be ra ti..~er

:rean to bi nd and it ræi.:r be thEl~t a photograph L:'2iY be made of 1 t

/'-., on a.n 8"xIOlI plate.

it Very t-~-
..



IN ANSWRING REFER TO No....__.__.___....._____

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MIl'ES

Birmingham, Ala. April 12, 1914. _ø'" ..--/ S l) Ji' (:"
',-, 0, :.,¡~':~! ¿.~,,... ~i ,.,t :a. - 'W,,_'.J~, g ~", "j I'., "", /. '\'; \ ..t~

'.., ' '\~ "Ie Á,' ,"";~' ,

\', '. .tv' "'if 1,."--. , ';',\oJ." .. ('.~ "i, "1/,11' (;'1
"'" ~,", r ...'1
..1'"-' ,. '-....) ,~~---,/Mr. Geo. S. Rioe:

Herew1 th last port1 on of the Aoton report.

Under detail of evidence, 1 t vÜii be noted tha.t aome
of the paragraphs are rather long. This 1s merely a statement
of faat and a dl vision 1 nto paragraPhs may be made almost any
plaoe so a.s to n:ie the report J.e-sa tiresoin. This I will do
when I prepare the final report.

Will 1 t be neoessary for me to send traoings to Pi tts-
burgh in that blue prints may be made or Itiay I have ths work
done here?

To mae a map showing all the workings effected by
this explosion and all the evidence, on a scale of fifty feet
to the inch) will necessitate a very large blue print and this
will not bind neatly in a report. I' had in mind of preparine
smaller drawings of two entries each. Ths caii be done on a
pieoe of paper the width of the ordinayletter head and altho'
it will be longer than a. letter sheet,. it van be' neatly folded.
ThaS8 drawings oan be designated "A) :8', C ete" with re:ferrenoe
to a small plot of the entire mine. The only objeotion to this
will be tha.t a coinposi te map of the mine from whioh, at a glance,
the direotion of ventilating ourrents J ~ravei of the explosion,
and the extent of the sam will not be ava.ilable.

I shall be pleased to know what you8think in this
connection.

I shall be pleasedtir you will let me have these note.
as soon at.ryou have looked them over as possible.

.



HD 9. 1914.

~'r. 'E. '9. Sutton,

T 8l sanling ~'Ou herewith G cortee or prints in connection With

the A.cton err1o$iou, at. rollow6:

E. 34, 40, 41, 42, 43 am A.91

i h£veretblned Ont. sct, sndoolleve youas1ed tor s setta be

sent to eor..pti;c, 'but thC' cieJilO Bt",iiir-i( to 'hVI) boon l('ct.. r.hf3t".

it. .it root.

you rui:t Bond

YOUN; vOlj ti.l;,.,



1!i 2 1, i~u.

lor. æFWBIOI RBRl.

1!. 8Qttoa.

i Ja JU\ re1ie4 t!Or. the '101.. at_.".. løel8a\loa.
azt1nd iOUt llØge--" let\eri. I w111 be _able to go ovar ibe

.latoD NpOJt tol' a tew da;,. t!8Itll, b0'ftr. eo 0'81' It ro

aelt Iò n.Dllh uI' all the ot.hor "al' &!l tar 88 .'OU OI. ):.ou ~t

real1se t.&tl have be. yRri lit ti. In lDroff1ce durinG' \"0 i:o..t

.rib an a hii t.
!ou re 'Yf) 1' trul;l.

i It.iiew. the Acton bliie p-røtli wrø iei au a t.. 4ei i "0.



GSR: JJil

Jul¥ 21. 1914..

!.~r. E. B. Sutton.

1 an returning to you horewith the ba.lance or :iour menU8o~lpt

on tho Aotlir expl')elon. r great 1y regret the delay Ln return1 ne tbl e

but ! he va been eo orowded that 1 hnve not been able to give 1 t earlier

at tent! on.

I pnrtlcnlErly rcoor:nd thet- you use as 8ho:" tentencee Sf' yon

oan. and I'ke them as crief. ae pO! 01 ble~ nloo thnt a.s far as possi"le

you use the correot synonym. For ezan-ple. I notice that you have

frequ out ly use d the word "moved" ~ ftl" e it seemB to ria 1 t 'IaB r&. thar

ambiguous. or at least not 6Ur! 10 lently do fin! te; that Is. in 08ses

who re vi 0 lane e was cone erned you roi ght use the word "thrown" "forced "

or f1blO\¥D" ae the caec r:iay be.

It is possible th~t owing to the delay that has taken place

that I hn va ove rlooked Bome oe rtal u m&t t orB t but i n that case I tru8 t

you will bring them to 0:' attention. I.B f(l~ as ~ou oan, oomplete

this report youreelf, 28 ~ time 18 80 very 11m1 tad.

Your e ver:¡ t ru l:i' ,



G~r1...rii

Juy 25, 1914.

1q dea li. Sutton'

1 am very IIcb ob.agined to real1se bow lon i have delayec
the Aaton report. Tne work ba8 been quite o"erwb81miDg. I t1n1lr
Be". b.an ovar it and ks you Dote wi \n 8 gØOÒ deal of oare, in tact,
perhaps atter you. have reviewed ra oorreotion. and obeoked where 1 put
que8 t lon mI:rb l 1 t will tit' rEla.y for rewrl t1 ng. I want to call your
attention to B n~er of thing whiab really mae MJ reYløwng very
mob slower tban nOT1Il ~

PiT¡:t. to the use or tliEi tf:rinø "outhi'e" !ind'înhye". A:preitly
you tlaTe used thesft in a double lienee as tlie meaning wbioh tbo buruu
has adopted troil them 1a that .,berever yon. are proceøclng along 6D entry
or room towards tbp. haM Or taoo, outbYÐ me6ns to'Wrå.s you and Inb;V8
away froi: ;,rot 1n tb.a .:lrArit!on to ?'hiöli ~Oti f4re going. Tb.h 111 witbout
regarù to the 'Posl tion or tne 8Dtry or rooa t!irougri wb.icti you. are
travelllne. ~'ou ,,111 find th& tIt -,Ol):S out oonii Bte¡.tl7Md the mnute
you divert tTm it, ai yl)U have done !U used it 110 indioate toe pod t10J1
witb referenae to th.8 :Dutl' of the IIne or outorop, it Inlöroå.Q3eø oom-

.. ~~~__.RlalLtion. and amigultlel.. I WOulfi never baTe been able to work this

~r' out' ba I not been !'ui1l&:r with the mine ii the explollon. In Ily caBe
it will be naoen.'ry ror you to CO OTer a.ll the cOTJ"&01;101' oarefulj.:r
ai, in ma iniitane.es. 1 bave been unoertain about tbeee 8,zi other
featurea.

You use the term "eng6.te". It is eomethlng whioh 1 never heard
betore &no. al ttiougli it 1V)' be 'he term tor "end gate'. or"end.-gtell lii tbe

81 rnngba d18 trtot, it 1" not ge.'lere.lly uurrent i; ai our r sport. are
tor 811 the c.htrlctø 1l8stiould avo1d any local "ecullo.rlt;r.

I note tb.t you use the term '1.8itu8" whiob 18 evidently
intended "in øltuU; wh.ile tlits miy or -7 not bo good Frenoh, it 111
wbat baa been utled in 80me prevlou8 publioat1on. of the burau. Perøonally,
I do not carG very much tor it, altbough it 11 a phrase MUch used by
Ji. Rutledge; the _gi\ati pliøe 18 "oop In place" but i bave no ler10ui
obJection., 1f 10U. l1læ it use tte tf'rt "in ii tu".

1 notioe you use the werd Iltile" 'le1" utenBively tor "break
tb.ughtl. It 18 t:re tbat everyne speak. or tti hoUng through but
wUTe 1 t 18 rererred to a8 a oros 80Ut i think it la not a good term .1
oruinarily the hole means 1I0lDtbing elBe than a break-through for air.
Oro,iot 11 used 1n -i parts of' tlie country where tbfl break-through.
18 out b7 bad or mahine alttioug, a8you are aware, b. metal m1D1:
1t means sometbing quite d1fterent, 1tl'lfl'f) _'bin tft. eialii-Ucn, tbat~,~~~~,



.rA
~¡v/

t/. -2-
hi U ..... "U..~t tn. term 10
obJeot lone to 1 t 1 l\ud livlng lid
\Vest t I use it mo re freely ~8f31t.

'1-25-14.~. Sutton.

--~,~
80 ilii .4alo.ed 1 have JUno

ra iiarlleat £IJCrlenee iu tl1e

I notioe that you URé the word "plsete;r' oOke, whlch
think i8 good term. It 1a becoitung th(' custom of thf! bllTf'tni
tbe following terms in relation to eokings

Coke in ni tu
Oak-a (~MU~t8

GOko p,loùules
Granular coke

I do not
to use

an where the aust 1s el1gttly t4usei
00 lr..i.l. cærred ;;us t.

or COk'~rt1"le. c:".n it", 19 very~ l.ue. ._
on the edges and. it 18 only incipient

/I

There are other festurea whlcb. have ooi'reetod or t.ii.ged
wbie will be e-rpal'orit to you. ae you go through the munusorlpt. 1 do not
want you to think ttw.t 1 nrn lnr.alllb-la 1n nng1iah end if thoro is a.ny
qU6stionswhi\ih you wialt to raise, i WQuld be glaò to give them furtner
oonaiÙ6lutlon ~.ni. tHke tli(\m up 1 th oth~rs

There are SO!le fl'rms of c7.prf!f'eion thntyon Uf'B ('ç;nsidei-f,hly
whioh 1 dO not think: are lrood. Ilsmely, "burned dustll. Nov.' if dust is
biuneù. !l i.t 18 ti\t.niJ"tlBt!) ..l.ò.... t.ha dul: r~ould not be seen. .Another
is wbel'o :i'oi: use thO torm "reó,ogi1zo't. It Üoes not 8eem to me thP.t tl:ie
has the right ahada, 0 r foomi1ng "¡hen l!:ppli ~~tÇ._09.k(~_C!l;l!. lwouldl,!J.. _....1

it would be better to usa the '\oro foundt Ar,ln, ~ 70~~,
frequen tly useù the wo:rd "COTe()'1 which, whUa ln flOmE ))1a.o6ø is all right,

'1
wbert' violenoe 1s shown i think th.e t(~rm. abould be 'Ithrol\'l ~o;:p ,"hI.. ./all as tho casE' ræy be. , T~ny~'

Uow as regards to tlip. dr~wings wlilch you E\ubinl t. These are very
neli,tly made imd, in general, very l,"OOd. I po.rt iculariy 11 ke f1 f:'re 6;
but figures '1, S and 9 bave some features which 1 do not csr(l for: First.
always put the name of the room or entry InÜicated 88 the ease nay be;
second. in making a di awing like the upper left bad one in figure ?,
do not show any linee wilen are not existent like x y rather continue
the outline or the tace. Further. 1 ttilnk 1 t is best to mark on each
detail Just what tb~ Tlew ls, that ls, figure (a) 1s evidently a plan ot
shots; figure (b) is evidently s. vertical view or the face. In thh viow,
by the way. tho hole (z) itivi 1. tlg-ure (8) is not indicated. I think
tns hole (z) was in tho lower part; if 80, there should be a line oon-
necting across same in figure (a) - a dotted line or otherwise. Figure
(0) does not appeer to me to be one that sh.Oll'" anyUiing and it is oertainly
not a correct intlioc. or representation. It might have been sbown by the
hoinetrie drawing but, as tliere is nothing shown in (0) whioti is not shown
in hd an (b) t it tnnds to be .. oonfus1.ng rattler than otherwise. 'llie
saine remarks apply to f1t~ureB 8 and 9 but in each case drawings (0) would

-2-
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1I. Sutton. J -3- '7-25-14.

:)Y
perbape be all right it t~~.8um -p081 tieD of tlie faoe .-ore Bti,
not perhaps as I have ~- but In Bome other wa'l. I have not tim
to work it out but 1 wl1l put tb.e problem up to 1Ou.

111 fl&"Ure 1, wb1oli abow. a typL_l a.otlon, it uight be well
to aute 'th.e ran ot tb.lclm"i-i or tbe _in ooa1, tbe 81at. or m1dle-i
a. the bot tom ooal Qø they wera qui te varla'gle &ocOrclngi.o !D
:rmemrae.

VerJ tnùi :foun,

co Bent to Knoxville.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES

:B1 rin ng, AJa. Aug. 6, 1914.

My dear lá. Rioe:

Herewi th I hand you map of the Aoton :Mne,

Wi th detailed evideooe thereon. The entire workings of

the mine a.re not sl() here for, as 1 tis, it was quite a

job to iw.ea nap to the sca.le of fifty (50) feet to the
inch from one one hundred (IOO) feet to the inch. Iii the

lower light hand corner, you Will find the oontinua.tion of

the slope from the 3rd Right entry in that evidence of the

exlosion may be shown.

I reoei ved your le'tter some days ago with re..

gard to this repoxt and have inade note of everythi,ng. If'

you will have this map photographed on e"xrO" ,plate and have

these prints ioounted on oanva.ss 8"XIO 1/2" for bindng in the

re,Qort, I will have tri..e text of the report typewritten by the
time you return it to me. I have about two thirds of the re-

port wri .~ten.

I have given close attention to detail in pre-

paring tl1is map and I ho:oe you \'111 fi nd it correot.

. ;rer~~.
~~e.ht~ ./i~/~ ~~~4-



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

Birmiiia.j .A. Aug. 15,

~-a~

\ _~:' '-1(,.,

lú. .... '"'-". ,,' -J ~,
'/ .,. " ..v .' ~'Ir' -i~" """~""'"

i ,- . '" -i
i914 . ~ ',. ~ /".7 t'\

~'..L .' 2i'/? !lI
I., f.

-- --,:'

J.J dear ~. Rio e :

Under date of .Aug. ô I Jr\iled you cl nl.f of the
Aoton lio. 2 mine '\ t.lt the reqi.test th?-t it be photograp.1ied and

six prints be ret'Ltrned to ii. ~J1-: Xß1-,oJ:-c is, a.nd has been for

eeye.ral da~TS J rea.ò.y for transLÖ ttctl to you und I will glad if

you will find it convenient to forward me the prints of' tl1is
lti'1,P at à.il 6Llrly date.

Very ~ :!urs.0.~~
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Mr. .&. l. fi.ld... lfta.fd .. ii Ø8 :I...l

pi-. ÑA1l1 _ l. reta: -.1 .OPJ of Z'..o:d of

~. ,. lan."a -l 18. lfe øal. .. lu-i
., _ ., .lto _.. Bo.I an -ii-l 7011i __ .0. 21'11.

i 11_ to li-orp..'. tie reooù 1ft the n-i re-

po of th Attoa ap1.etoll . . ... a1l rae,..

V.r7 t:n Y08a.__ f..
--_.~j?. .

_ K'. Cl. s. iu...



DEPA,RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ~l:~~.~'tJ ,~
'''li 'J · ~BUREAU OF M'INE8 . '( .l"., ~~~'l
"-, '" 0:.'

Bi.r~i'l~, Al. Aug. 22, i91.4.~.~..~. '11,:__'t. !-,

1i. .a..o. S. :Bc e;:

~,~-, .,. .."..V()Un.

',' "", ,~.:. ",' . ,rt~.. ... --

,(!-~: ,.~



AUgust 2.. 191.f.

Mr. E. lì. :5uttoni

I ai forwrding :(0'.2, herewith, alt per :iou :rquest of

.åligtst 6. ølx prntie of the JiC"ton mine roa:p wi tb det~),11ed evlAA..e8

of the explosion thereon.

Very tru 1ours.

,tj , l:)~/:7
~"-;~/,I' tfÙ~I!-f, 0



GSlhAB

Pg. September 1, 1914.

Dr.C lament,

It the Aoton aelee (18223. 18224. 18225, 18267, 1825 to 64,
182921") aNet 111 on haD! would lUte to ha'f Di. L8eioe re-nm the

urertho new iiistbod otoxyeii inJection. Some or theee a: no-la-
tlable uner the old method b¡it i am l' 9d to th1ii eevel' ot
tb8D would be lnflaiabla b:. the Dew methw.

G.. S.. Dtce.



MJRI !B

Septllber i, 1914.

l! daa Mr. Sutton,

i r.oll'9e4. the tour oopioe Or ,report on the ezploBlo11 at the
AotOD liD. 2. mine, B'oveee:r 1St 191.. i have be OI oyer sae hur: ed1:r,
but 88 1 bad preñoua1r been OYer the first dl"o&.e!Ulq, 1 have not
attempted to read th1e oloeel.y. !le report 1s in ezellent shape,
and I oongtulte ¡au upn 1 t. As)"OU øtate"810 'te r t1me it would be
ad'laable to get report out more pTOptl¡.

It 18 cuetoml" tor 'UE to s13m1 t coutidentl81lJ through th
Director a COP¡ ot the report to th mine operator, with a view to pre-
vention of d18Q;ti"s 1n the tuture. 18 there 8n ~ on .a tbat mould
not be do1i8 1n this case, t:d to lIom \111 1t be moat politic to iend it'
I p:rsuø to Mr. C. F. De9ardeleben. Vice Freøl deBt.

!1hol-e 1 s only O!1e adyerøe eoment 1llob t haY 8 to make, 1. 8.
that aeit_r hi th tex, I1r on tbe title OOTeI" a1"C ackawledgeite mae
a8 to the data collected bvoo-lnveøtleatorci. 'IM e 111 i-t 8. matter ot
lent1ment, but it 18 im.portant to a.1:: detine Juut how a reort wa
gotten u"l', an who WB r8Ðponølble, Inaøob as 1n \.lie tuture when it
18 rood b~ othn those toaturea w11l have been torgotten. thats there-
to re c haged.the t 1 t 1 ø ra bi ø. 'fa;; whl oh t bope 18 Ðat 18 tat 01' t 0 ~ou
. as per OOW berew th. It not satllt'act.or7 please adYie-e.

YO'layery t I'ly.

P1eaae retur m: mine notei.



GSBi !B

Septenber 2, 1914.

SPRT ON DlßAB'tBJ; AurOIMlo, ALA.

181'. Maig.

I liiloee æreltb 1'&91" on the irloelon at the Acton mlue

Ho. 2, 110ftmòer 16, 1913.

Thie 18 a repo~' prepareil ò¡ ~~r. SittOl, a.nd in the ..entia1

featurii by l2e ll. .. I øhøwed h 1m On the gl our me thdi 0 t lil''ieatl-

gating explosions, aDd tiirrlf.øhd h1m 'w1th tbe note8 of Hr. Roo Y. Wllllam

øz m.8ølt, outlln1ng the mth04 or preøentlng tho ma erial, am reniing

pi-or ..

1 _ aaking Mr. 8'1ton it there Ie ~ real!D 1I;y oøp~ ebDuld

not be ien to the mine operator.

Y oure 1t 17 trulSf



IN ANWERI NQ REFER TO No. ..~. ._U.__~n__....

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF M i NES

EX~ERI MENT STATI:ON. PJirURGH,.PA.

J3irmii, Al. Sept. 3, i.9U.
'P \J n ;:-~. " ':. '" -. ...~ .-, v-.. ' u'~"If ..::

. .' ,¡ . . .-"1' -:À,.., .. i n" ..~...I 1.9

'. 1, (\.- l'i l.. '''1-,.' . ,. .''' . ~~
'- ¡, l.~

Hr. Geo. S. B1oe:

I han you herew th t1eJ.ri'te8 gathered bY' you at

the Acton m:ne incident to the exlosion of 11os. 18. 1914.

I ha intended iiilo81ns these notes with the re-

port last Saturday but negleoted to do 80.

By this time. I suppose you have received the finish-

e4 report. I was rather slow wi th ths rer""rt and there were

t.t:iø when other i-tterø, that requiring the most time _ the
saml1i:ot a cargo of' ooal -ror the DaV', and the delay inci-
dent to gett1ii blue prints and prnts of the photograph of

the iine map. delayed the oompletion ot ths report 8omet.

ver~~._ ~



IN ANSWERiNIi REFER TO NO._,____~_h~._.n_.m

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ..~
BUREAU OF MINES (-cl"~. "t;"'D .

:~ .j 'J,' ~'''',..~"~ ( ~EXPERIMENT STATION. PITTSBURGH, PA. \ ';;~
..\~ I. ..) -- (~'!\

Birmngam, Al. Sept.. 6, 1914.'", ..~~:)
-'- '/=.--;~""J

Subject: Acton Report..

Mr. Geo. S. Eice:

6.

In reply to you: letter of Sept. 1:

I did not reoeive your. letter until yestertly Sept.

I thnk Ji. C. F. DeEardeleben.would a.ppreciate a.
of the report or a.t least such part as would interest

W1 th regard to the maner 1 n wh ah the mapot the
as prepared, I might say tht I ha in nxnd nang 1 t
t, mention, but when I cam to trace it, I foun that the
ii cloth I requested of Pittsburgh was sent to me too
in one dimension. I requested cloth 60 "x60. . A role
tUn:ehed the width of whioh would not cover the draft of
I: ha prepared.

Under date of Sept. 4, 1914, I naled you your mine
an it ha been myintent10n to send them with the re-
but overlooked it.

Wi th regard to the chae of the ti tie page t I am
ashed that I attemted to olaim al;i the cred1 t of' th1s
tigation, altha it was entlreiy un1n~Bntloril. I certain..

-01 _ve no objection to the ohae. . In tact I feel that th1s
report, of which I am qui te proud, 1s 1n a very lage meure
the result of your or1 tio1sm and that I have learned sonmh
that in the future I will be better able to conduct such an
investigation. I feel gra.tified that you are disposed to have
you na a.ppear on the report.

V:~.t~,S. .- .'~
_ _....u~. _ ,_... .~u._,...

.?tlN ç~
" ~ " -



llØI

ll-... Jl. 1914.

Alab_ P\ll &, !Jon Ooa.
1! lrm li. A 1aluUfa.

Att.UOf ltr. C. P. Dearl...

1.... ::1"\-

i 8D 8ID11i¡ J01 b. \h !f:r. Suttin'. ftn on tbe a:1oen

at J' "tOI 50. I ml_. r.o~ber 18. i9-13i Whtoh ioG -i fled ot

..a1,,& 1 a l't\ll1~iqt_ th 048 0 t pl':'Y 1.10a of 11.11a1' up loø1 hi.

1 .. gll to b~ In!cnuEM tl L iiöW1 or th i-1'."'. bøe

elrQ( bGcrr:¡¡e at Ä4t.on ftlii.

You .UL u¡:pr.iiatt; "tt tl repot. 11' belll .ont 't iou 0_-

tlêeDt1all: _ù. .It. i:~ bü UØd 1r. li# llln. f:.rooesiiBtt-

YOUla Yt17 t¡rul:;.

.Atlll D1eo'o",.

c. c. SUtton
Pal,

,-9 "l;I,

4i, fLy
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NOTES o N T 'H E ACT 0 11 if2 M I N E

wherein occurred an eXFl~sien in Nivember 20, '13

* * :o: * * * *

The felløwing netes include only these which were taken independently ef Messrs.
G. S. Rice and E. B. Suttøn, and are fer their use in the wre~arati.n ef the
final report en the explosiin.

* *-*-*-*-*-*-

S1'F.R LEF ENTRY:-
At entrance, 6 wrecked cars; ene l&aded car iff track, standing upright; ene

leaded car overturned. ~~ch dust; no coke.
1st r0øm in the 8th left entry had been holed thru te 7th left entry; the

beards of the brattice closing this hele-thru had been b1ewn Gut dewn the
pitch; but en the u,per side ef this ho1e-thru the riGf and ribs were
plastered with road dust, 1/4 inch thiok.

3rd ohute; cresscut brattice blown out Clean, beards found up the pitch.
4th chute; brattice blewn up the ~iièh.
5th chute; brattice uninjured.
6th chute; brattice blewn up the pitchl sceuring ~n inby ribs.
7th chute; there is an undercast in the aircaurse in this Chute; the floør of

the undercast was net disturbed, but the inby timber wall was blown inby;
seme sc~uring shiwing ferce in this entry.

8th chute; brattice blø\v. up the pitch; en entry rib inby this chute, a piece
øf curtain was "plastered" in outby face ef projecting r$ck, shewing an
inby møtion.

9th chute; Brattice bløvm up the pitch. A mule's harness lay just inby t~is
cbnte en the entry. Mr. Steel claimed that the harness had been pulled
eff the mule befere the explesi0n and that the driver was taking the mule
mule Qut of the mine.

10th chute; intact; sceuring becæmes less prGneunced~
11th chute; an electric air drill en a car eff the track; $litby end of car ce-

vered with debris; brattice intact except for one b~ard which was blewn
uF the pitch.

12th chute; because ef a flat place in the seam, a cress entry had been driven
tø the left ef the 7th left' entry about the bcatiøn (lf this chute; the
curtain across this cress entry was intact and not scorched. There were
4 or 5 chutes inside this curtain; ne evidence Qf ferce ~r heat; water was
running en the lewer part of this cress entry, but it was dry at the face;
the brattice in the cr0sscut between this cress entry and the 7th left entry
was net disturbed;

13th chute; at about the lGcati0n Gf this chute, but in thfl 7th If'ft entry, the
c0iiar Iif the mule's harness mentioned abQve was feund; the straw frøm the
collar ~_s strewn alGng the entry Gutby.

17th chute; the man who had been working in this r0em walked with other miners t.
the sidetrack at the entrance of the 7th left, he felt tGQ weak t. pr0ceed
farther Ðnd sst døwn and wer,'! tø sleep; the ether miners walked farther into
the afterdamps and were øverc~me; he woke up later, walked up the sle:pe t.
the 6th left where he met the rescuers and was saved.

14th chute; inside above curtain; this rø0m is connected thru t. the 6th left
entry .

Face of 7th left entry is in fault. Nt ga.s here, accørding t., test bjT G. S. Rice..



Notes en ActQn ~2 Mine, Cøntinued.

NINTII RIGHT ENTRY~-
At entrance, 4 cars wrecked; on inby side Gf last car, mule' 8 hair ~n rib in

such a way as tEl indicate inby mlltiGln; claimed by slime th!'.t the mule was
dragged frim here and that in twisting him about tG get him between the
cars and the rib the!"" must have been a certain turning mCltion that w0uló.
plaster the hair in such a way as to make it appear that he was blown inby.
Harness of mule was lying en the entry near the cars. Minerst b~xes were
blo\'I liutby; curtain was plastered against inby end ef inby car.

The aircourse had struck a vert ical ~ault and lost the cGlal.
On the rig~t side of the entry, at the nese formed by the turning of the 1st

rQløm tQ the right and frøm where the miners' boxes were ble\"m, ctke was
føund in cracks nl.ar the reøf en 0utby faces.

1st reom on left side; coke ~n ribs e.nd pr~ps, especially lying en hGriuntal
projections and em the floQr.

2nd rOQm on left side; Much coke en prøFs, roof and ribs, a. l¡:,rge a1iumnt of
cQke in place; preFs are charred and aFFear te h~ve been en fire; the cress-
cut between rooms 1 and 2 had much plastered coke en the ri be I less heat in
the face of reem #2; at this face there were 4 cartridges each about 36 inches
long of black pewder which lay unfired; the tw~ miners whø were in this room
apparently heard the explisÍ\lin and were running l\ut when the fiørce and f1anie
~vertøok them at the switch øf the #1 room; the men were btirned. A car was
standing Gn the track a.t the entrance íìf røom #2; little c6lke on car. 'Mest
heat develøped in room #2 .FPosite crosscut int~ rQom #1.

3rd r~om in left side; the ent~J seems to split here due to faulty coali there
was some ceke in the entry iFPosite this rQ~m, but the coke is mlich less
after passing inby from room #2.

Gas found in rooms Nes. 1 and 2 on the left side.
A bløwn 25_1b keg of blaCk-powder was found in the entry between the slope and

the ~l røom ~n the left side.
1st room on right side; this room was not hø1ed thru to the 8th right entrv.
2nd reom on riglit side; scouring at rOQm neck showing Ðutby metien; this r~om

was h01ed thru ti the 8th %i~ right entry, and was net bratticed. Ne ceke.
3rd reem on rig,ht side; this room wa.s holed through tG the 8th right entry and

the board stopping was blown down the pitch; scouring in this Tøom showing
direct ion down the pitch just inby the hole-thru.

4th rø~n on right side; holed through into the 8th right entry with epening 3 ft
by 4 ft; evidence of metien d0~m the pitch thrv. this hole; seme coke ~n the
re.e just on the r~om-side of this hole-thru. This hole was not closed at
the time of the explosiGn.

EIGHTH RIGHTENTRY:-
The overcast to this ent~T ~~s blown up the slope;
Inby from the hole-thru te the 9th right entry, the scouring shQWS Qutby inGti~n

and no heat; 75 it inby hole-thru to 9th right ent~r was blewn pÐwder keß.
At entrance, 7 mine cars bl~'\ sGme-lat inby; heavy daub1e ED curtain Qln entry

blown inby
Room #14; miner feunel lying s,cr(lss traCkS, headillUtward, face døwnward; a blei'n

keg øf powder where the miner was, a piece of canvas was wrarped ar€lund prep.
Rum #15; coke.



Notes on Acton ,#2 Mine, continued.

SEVENH RIGHT ENTRYi-
No one was working in this entry at the time of the explosion.
The overcast was blo~~ out to the slope.
At entrance there were 5 mine cars which had been moved somewhat outby.
The brattice at the hole-thru from room 11'2 on the 8th right entry was blown

up the pitch and found out on the slope.
The curtain between rooms Nos.. :3 and 4 was blown outby.
The coe.l on the ribs of the hole-thru from roona 11=3 from the 8th right entry

seemed to h~ive been somewhat fused by heat and wore polished by scouring.
Room :/9, scouring showing outb~r movement.
Room #10, considerable dust, and less scouring.
Room #14, holed thru to the 6th right entry; brattice at entrance blown up

t1ie pitch.
Room ~16, one board of the brattice blown up the pitch.
Room l17, holed thru to the 6th right entry; curtain brattice intact and

hanging down the slope as though the final movement at this room-neck
had been down the pitch.

At face of entry, 5 el'ty powder kegs.
In room ~3, fire was discovered on Nov 23rd and extinguished. It appeared

as though a prop had been set on fire and that coal had fallen on top of
the still burning prop; the coal was burning when the fire was discovered.

There was a large ~nount of water standing on the entry floor for practically
its entire length. Considerable dust was floating on this water. It
is probably true that a large amount of this ,"ateI' had collected subsequent
to the explosion. The floating dust and the dust on the ribs showed that
while the floor was very wet there ,vas available consideri;~ble dry dust.

The electric cable which ran from the surface to the electric pump on the
slope near the 9th right entry was broken at the location of the Overcast
on this entr;!.

SIXTH RIGHT E!TTRY:-
The overcast showed signs of farce having come thru it and swelled it.
On the siding :?t entrance there was coke on ou.tby faces; also a large plaster

of coke in a crevace pointing outby.
3 men were found on the entry between rooms 5 and 6, and 2 men between rooms

6 alid 7'. ' These 5 men were not burned nor mutilated.
Room #6, the only one holed-thru to the 5th right entry.
Stoppings at room-necks 10 to 14 intact. Also, stoppings from room #17 to the

1 ine bratt ice in the entTjT intact.
At the hole-thru from room #17 on the 7th right entry; a plowed furrow indicat-

ed movement up the pitch through this hole-thri; miich :rib-and-road dust
plastered on the entry ribs immediately opposite and somewhat inby this
hole-thru.

Much ste.nding water on the floor of this entry inby from room 4f7, and the
floor was very moist outby from this roæn ff7.



Notes on Àcton #2 Mine, continued.

FIFTH RIGHT 1mlTRY:-
The overcast was wrecked, it being reported that pot'tions went some up and

some down the pitch.
The board brattice in the first room was blown out, direction disputed.
Globules of coke on entry between rooms 3 and 4.
The aircourse for this heading i~S dovm the pitch from the entry; room *6

from the 6th right entry holed-thru. into the aircourse of the :i 5th right
entry; this hole-thru was not opposite any cross-cut between the 5th entry
and its aircou.rse; the force coming up the pitch thru this hole-thru had
a choice therefore of passing thru the first crosscut inby and the first
one outby with considerable voilence; coke was found plastered on the rib
of the outby crosscut near the 5th right entry. A wooden door on the 5th
right entry between the abOve mentioned inby 8nd out by crosscuts was wreck-

ed; the door had been just inby room 8 off the 5th right entry, the post
which had been on the low side (down the pitCh) of the entry and about half
the door were blown 20 ft inby along the entry, and coke was found on the
roof near where it was lying; the fra~awork which had been on the high side
of the entry and the balance of the door vms blo?m outby 33 ft.

Room 14; plastered coke at neck.
Room 15; heavy plastering of coke; coal fused on edges.
Room 16; in the crosscut opposite this room neck there was plastered coke.
Room 17; no coke at neck.
Room 19; coke plastered, thick in crevaces.

EIGHTH LEF ENTRY:-

Fall of roof on slope opposite entrance to this entry; also extended to the
mouth of the entry.

5 cars wrecked on the siding at entrance; mule killed just inby the cars.
Scouring shows outby motion.
~ooden brattices and curtain brattices, Nos. 1 to 5, and No. 14 blown out ~d

down the pitch; the balance of the brattices were blo~~ up the ~itch.

fì rnby room l9 on entry, there was a.n exploded powder can.
A few globules of coke on entry ribs between rooms Nos 10 and 11.
An isolated s~lash of coke in roof projection opposite room 12.
Coke on inby faces opposite room #13.
Chute to room 14; the outby rib of thi.s room neck shows coke blisters and coke

in place; coke in place (not quite so thick) on inby rib which becomes
much less around on the entry. On the entry there are coke splashes on
inby faces.

Room-neck to No. 15; coke in place on outby 1'1 b, very miich less on inby 1'1 b.
VeI"J little coke on the entry between rooms 14 and 15.
An exploded powder keg found inby entrance room 15, along upper rib of entry;

this keg had probably been in the miner's box which was found here with
the top blown off; in this box there were 3-1/2 sticks of monobel which
was not ignited, although fuse in the box had been burned, 10 ft inby the

powder box in crevaces in the roof there were COke splastes on outby faces;
also coke on the f100rof the entry.



No~es on Acton *2 Mine. cant inued.

EIGHTH LEFT miTRYl- (Continued)
Room *16; on outby rib of room neck, a few large globules of coke near the

roof; at the time of the inspect ion, an explosive mixture of gas showed
in a safety lamp 12 ft from the face of this room; it is reported that
a man was required after the noon shooting to brush the gas from the
faces of this room, room *17, the aircourse and the entry, it is also
reported too t the miners refused to take his word for the fact that he
had brushed out the gas unt 11 he had taken a naked lamp and gone all
the Wåy to the face, a colored miner worked in this room and was found
on the entry decapitated.

Room *17; between room 16 and 17 along the entry some coke splashes on outby
faces; in the room-neck, there was a small amount of coke on the outby
rib near the roof and on inby faces; this room is reported to have made
explosive gas.

Room 18; from this room neck to the face of the entry there were thick fila-
ments of coke hanging from all faces. At the room neck, there were splashes
of COke on the outby rib on inby faces.

Room *15; at the time of the inspection there was marsh gas in the last room-
crosscut about 25 it down from the face. 14

Room *11; at the time of the inspection, this room/contained about the same
amount of gas as did room 1To. 15.

Room :f19; this was the ls,st on the entry; at the neck there were filaments fro m
all faces.

36 ft back from the face of the entry 'l!S an exploded pOwder can; it ai'pea.red
as though this can had not contained much powder when it exploded.

The entry miners tools were in order 30 ft from the face. .
The 4 shots at the face were examined minutely, as were also those in the air-

course and rooms 16 and 17; sketches ete being in the hands of Rice and Sut-
ton.

The mine usually shoots "on turntf; but the day of the explosion the mine was
"quartering", and the miners shot when they pleased.? !1a:q had shot and
left the mine before the explosion occurred. ~e .! was over at 2:30.

There was a little v~ter on the floor of thin entry near room #8, and at the
siding; but all the rest of the entry and the rooms were very dry and dusty.

~
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SEVEN DEAD ARE

TAKEN FROM MINE

Between Twenty-five and For..
ty Entombed by Explosion at
Acton, Ala.~ Three Brought

Out Alíve by Rescue Party.

. Acton, Ala., -November is.-An ex-
plosion ,In X'ü. .? mine Of the ¡Acton

Fuel and lronCumpany here at 3: 45
this afternoon entombed beb\'een
twenty-five and forty miners, accord-

ing to estimates of company officials.
At 9 o'clock lonîghtseven dead had
been removed from the mInes and
three other mines had been rescued

alive.
Of the vietims some are white and

some are negroes, as the mine employs
both races. The normal quota ot" em~
ployes wa;: seventy men, but yesterday
'íva,', pay day at this mine and some
did not report fqr work toäa;y. Twen-
ty-three digg'crs -enteTed the worlm
this morning and early tonight it was
notkuO\vnhow many others re¡Jorted
during the day.
The first reSCUe parties who en-

tered. the mine this e'mning seuf"di
ing for anl \vho might be alive, re-
ported ,that they had passed several
dead bodies lying beside the tramvwy
of the sloping entrance shaft. These
liad not been bro-ught out.

i\lline offieials hurried here from
Birmingham, t-\'enty-four miles away,
immediately after they learned of the
explosion. They brought State Mine
Ins'peC'or C.' H. Xel;õ,bit and an auto-
mobile lo,ad of snrgeons,

Acme mine No, 2-ivhich ìies in Shel-
by c-ount:r. on a branch line of the
Louisvile and Nashvile railway, has
been considered one of the ibest equip-
ped-in the district. So far as Rscer-
ta,ined the mine's working~, were not
much damag-ed by the explosion, the
cause of which has not been deter-
mined, and -i is expected that the work
OJ removing the living, if any, and the
dead wil be speedily: accomplished.



RAY INVESTIGATES

EXPLOSION CAUSE

fORMINE BUREAU

Chíef StateMlhe lnsptctörWHi

Report "TotheGovernor

Next Week,

A::s¡:.~~~,_ ut Stnte ?i1 ~r~:.~: í fô~p-2,~t:)ì' \\.... .l~,"

'Ea~,' i:=: .B:.:.. A(~t(inN(:L :3 -l,'Ün,,:~ (ir ÜJ~ A.i:;..
baYfj~.t t\t~:l ftiid: lr(aii~\~n~)1.Ò'Ð_r:y~_!:n3,~h1*,

p:!'~¡i.:nIH,D.rj' ~;rvp.~tIg'~::tF!H Ü;tfl" (:b~ "øX'"

)ßU:::;.I)n thùt '~H':~;:\n'n:(; 'TU$sd~t:/ _ ßJt~ta);;t:.rj!'
r';).n~:~.L:~ tJ:~ Üe;xth pf t:\\'l-:tá:..'".fo~l' nn":TL

("fdtd~tr.;t.;~ :l\:!Jne Ir:,sp~~t.:)l' C. H.Ser:i~
bitt t\;::ìt:'(41jxn tf; At::'(~:T?,~)\.)t1t-t;~iÜH:

~tHY~,J:::;;l ...;11 J~'.Rj~.:" :? thl.~'~.n~jgh in t.N;sti~

r;atk:rj~ ::-in~l. 'b~r r:rÜf'~.da?/: (t~~ \)\"eû~-:.:,~~~e:(:t~i:'r;.t
th~ c;on1.ing'\\:'!,,~'k, t.I,/IH YnHk~ :if ;~:JI ~'f::p()~~t:
l:n G'¡)'..~~,rnøf' '))'No(~.r~L l-'oop1;::~(:~.s_ l::~:x.:-

Pt.e?S;'.:~::áb~~i\"U.ae In:'J~~~:t..:n~~ ~:=:?-lt:t as t'o
th.i: .(~;;"'~H!~ of rh~: ~i(~.;;:!ê.::~nt: -:hc _' ~jftjd~Ü
~~e;)Ort t¡jbe l:i1S first$ta tèbl~.rJt.

3:¡"J-;~:~.~.v.et~1 Uh: CIÜ~,f Ifjj::pç:....tö!'-hG,S n(i,.,
t.Hif:l: AiH.han;,;:i. ,.Fw:::l and. 1"'";;H1' (\)l:t..

p;:ix:~d tli;*t thi:: in'...'esUe~,\tJon \o\;'Hl be u~()(.
rmgh.

Thl) -í;-n~¡.::r:'-t.l.t ,A H(~y Vl0.!'::rr:x: W'ë:'.ç~. bf~.:;
tl;E V~: ~~-h.,t::::d.;.\.~~ afi:fjj:Úoc.n. c'~ :_Hl 'b~:-r~)l'i~ ;;n"
.::,tt-:.ç.J' t-"',:t'i:ty""t(ltH' -IHEjj't: 'it h~ r:Tz'l:)t~hl(ja,il
tlò:';2. (l":~l) \;;..l:: h\,:i....;"!h-',:\~~ t:iu~i:-,~::L Th~,Abt..
1:~:¡r:-iR r"'"'~¡t'J ::~:nÜJ-lon ÜG.inos~::lY g'a\~i~ìn..
idr:J(;U:..n~£: ¡.n~ -th...~;x~..d~.:l'.t-.~:.Ú:-¡~~:t~.:n t:: (h:. (~;i..;re
:.;;h(ni-~~~j ~)..;,. sp::ned' ~n gi""3ngtl:(; u.nf.::r~
t;,~~::M:.~~: .!l~(:r: i.h:S' ti(-:.:;t :hur:;5-~l t"~:.s:~flJl¡:,

~~ü BTiJ.;:d daf;;.RlF:. "1~':f:'8 Ü:-.ne t":.th?.
H~in,,,..r.-i The- i"':.;,n~ ....;(~h.¡ jiüt :H.d't~V~.::'Yt~.w
~~~,:~t.¡.~~~~~:.¡ ~::'~.;~:(;;.r~:L~~.~:' (~~,~ :':~~l~:(? .t-~~:'~\~:~:~~~~lâ

l5J:n tt~:C::'3 . H.r:: .b1:~h,gri:~r.;,(~t:f~\t r-h~,.-z" n:iu&t
l~~. H :,;3Q%~ i:XH.:rnh'Hl.tiúÚ i~,f ~H l~,TH.h~f:t;3.

'Th~nÜr~.es-.;.tin ht: r~ädy ÜJ~' ~'p~r.t:.ni:n
f)ri(~j' '~~:f""1t'oL~;\~~.fJm.h='L~,nd. 1i\'\";:Hb~ up
~~;.~~;~~ ;(:,~,~~~:~r;~r! ,~;~,/'e~~~~~~~;:, : ~ii~~ e~\~i~~~~;~.l~~:

~ ~.;~t.:;tt :;'3.~ .fìrá$hlfdht~ .oí:fÜ:Ü~.h.r(est~g3.~
w(I~.:,

~fh:, ~x:P:()50¡:)l'ht~Æ-; h'~~-fJ t~:rTf.~d. (-;!ig'l'l"t
;;'_\:P:¡:")1k:r~, tl~~~ugh. tlÚ~~'~-'l?.;S 3. ter;.':bi€
r.üd (~L ht?:..rn~~,t ~\':er~,.r:ird"l ia th~ $18ia~s
~..:=~ 1V~~t ~~~!b-)d d.;:n1.0n:.L~'::~~s that. tht' . ~.:,x..

~!~~ï;~:;,:;:f~~:'\£i~~X)Y '~I~,a~:.~~~~~ ~~~~

RAY INVESTIGATES
EXPLOSION CAUSE

FOR MINE BUREAU

lYW;iy'Ùt tbi: :rer;(~u.inK:.l;.rU.;:.f. güt. inud.
OJ¡ th~:1J' s,h()i:?

1:: (i~lC o:qit:rythcr\::~~"'H~ a. v~cttrli.vi;.i!.,St.
t:'i1P ,n.nÙ atÚj(.HH.hisithlÜ'I:h'f.tH1 . \i:f~~
~ndR-":'H.~:"1te-"; Tl;e hdi(:fbeiug t!);nr'~~SSr~()

~,h(tt~':i(j JÚH;ht (:Hhei~h$.v(:, b~:,e:o.rn~ fdght~
":HBd u,'!. ()\~f:,.cc::no: tJ.'y th~~ a.ft~Ld.ftrnp .~tnù.
1"h(-:n~,,,.Ji.en hÜì') th(~ "??r-t(~r:1nll\-l(ß:~
dTOV\.T!t~å~ There b bu~'htth~3n~lif;:.*,Üon tif

du~t .h~'\Y:1"!e t"t:H~~:dni,.:! a(:(J.çh~nL tÚelfz~(Jt is IJ('f~:-HJ;~~ .,
Fßu('telin W~"e A~I~l1y,dated.

~rhe .;-onditiùn í;n~ b,~dlüf'(iitlH" in:i:n~~-

i:l3.t't . "\'li.U;:tl$ f~f- th~~, êxr..hj~i\'j:n (H.:1. r,':J(
;-:h('t"¡ Hi t~r-e . wS,s: V'ßJ'~' rl1ueh dust, F'tHn~~.
t:e(~.r. ~:~!. th~ . ,"icthus'v.':ijrÒaMi-,h,vxtr:.(..~:d..
li.:cùr".1iH~~ tü t1H'; ~nf..n'tn~.t:øn .in ~hi~~tHl.p.
J\H!~~ ln3rn;,':t~.,t"'~ f..f11c(-~ th~ (If.het ten
n¡~rJ hêing kHlt'cJ uutxjght ))r the-t'xr;l:o"
~LOU.

. .At.,othl.:.rfa..:'i' ah.çi.,t the eXPšQ~kia th~lt
iS learned hi! Hw.t:xhBeltìs b(:~Ht:\'~d UÙ~
)l1t..i.n..~s.Ü~.~nr' i!hu.tl:-f tJli~ ~Kpk)::)onwas
Sn the .;:tg~Üh ür~f:ver.t:~ rlght~Hì:¡¿n 'On
h()~'rj :-;jd~'::i)f r.:i.:.,se t:t~tth~~(;ü.,fne i:~ut~)f
OV! nttr:t::- afÜH' tlH.~df:XPl(1~1(Jn£l!1drVt'l'e

:int JnfOl'HWd~.i.q to ,,".h4tlH~d h~ppi:zie(.l
Bur-n~; J.c\ttrBl~,3. "~"dJ..kno""vÙ !~':.úH

1:'ìT!;'8i.', .wa.~ktBp.d. tOg'.¡:,,thm' \vi th~:t n~gl'íJ.
au f'nt.r~~ 0:' t~"o lJBJO:'V th~ . i~t:~eÐ.. ~),'hl'1"~

t.hc~:Xr;~0Riü'(~i~ g~Jd J-o h::.-Ve~ iJ:-i'tr;~nf.c.,
Th~y \\'r:l"~(:Ie:liÜnl:; Q"t"'=:,r. the tr:.(:kin th)~
¿!i):p-e, Thlslf$\V0t'knÙtt t€ 30r'(;t:.tJrr:~'~
(lone by l;o~$ "Ü'h'i;J:s afte~~ the';:ùHJ Ií)i~ the
.;h~,Yhr:i$ 1:H:.r~n:H:!Ü t.;) !:hetøp,

'l..hrl:.c Ür~~k~v.tr\øcaulr: .l.)~it. .i:fthfj
l\itl,,~ iitel' n°,,, "xpk,~i(H:. nJ"t r~sGu¡¡¡;i

;ì~(~~N~r: go!') ng 1~"'ti.nd t';Jldüf~lt~t~tnk; t\\'u

Or tl-,-r.~:~~~ d.r:ßdn"(~JI or~ th~~ t~'B')';l hÜt l-h~)r
dirJ,aut t~rr~'loug..~.r!(i~~gh to ÜiakeÜj..
I',u:ry- n~ to \VÜ3.t ll3,d hBl)fH:~.t(ò,~;J. n: lr.i ~t
j'~Jl-: S;~. 1'n.h~t..5 thii.t .\,\ihen thl:'n: ì'S thf: 1(::(1$l.
in.iíC:3t.îo~i of ti',:~ub1~: hftYir:g h.i~JfJI:Hlt:d.

f~:"~J"yl-;nrJy: ~l)r):J.td g\.~.t o:.it. ~:tS qutcl.;b' i;,s
p((i$FSlble.

E. J:t SUt.fJl;tÜ~,: f,':..hi:r:=l J.f:::.;~no ~i~l'"

i:\'n ::¡;O,t h"rc, to;WtlwT with E. H.
H~HnH~(;I1i of tiH! DUP";JntP:x\''(:fH'C(JI,n...
p:J.n,ri ..vhofja.nH~1J~î tü th+ (,ay \.\.ednt.s..

d::i.yevt:t~¡ng', H'U.~rnt',,d to A,Ct."'jD T:nur~da.y
l'n~H"nl.ng::t¡Fl ''''iBübt\.~Jn of) i~ta thl1,t~':in l.w.
furn~~"ÜH:d O,i"f~~hilly to the n~r(,~l.~i .:)f
:\Hneg ~d" thà GO..f:ù..nln~~lH,Rl\Y~t~hJn~tíJn.

A l"N.r..,,,t tit'" boss l~ "mplor,',èl in th"
Ae:'fJil rn~nt's. "rÌH~ r~,.~(''.d::.. n.n~ s::dd -t,()

$h.)~N t~~,;.\t th-é"":nli:es h~;l.d!)~Ðti h:9;Vf.-('f.-t~d

:J~:I l''i,qu.Ü'eu fir .1ú.\'-.~ and n.:i $1:i,S n:.p~:ilh'd.

I"'-Mral'l of Victims,
rFh~ ttJ:n(~r~..h::,,:lth.; ylt~thsi~ of thf~,;:X'.

P;Qs::)hate t:?k1n~.;p)a..~1: j:xst ~.t$ qu.icidy
a~ t.h~ hur1t9.2 n~ni:,h the ph"t('B:.s ti) ~yhkh
t h0-:'; ,...(-:rf~ l'I~r-lgn~~::.

11uJ'n~KH.tl"~:n WQ. 13urh~d ~n Bir-rß~nfl-
Ù~tr.:,:: Ti""1Jr;:..-1J~."y' ;:iH.(_r.;:o:.'iri.

Thf' ,'(-,ruaJns (ifl::uv.r:n:f~ Il'..:.'v~dtt hdve
b'€N"'_ ~,Üi:. t~). ~!:i.iÜlg:Jrø'Íjl'~.. .

n..:n 'Thr~rnp$Ol). '~:-'Ht.(i)~: V;'''a:k,4;.r-, \VUl
H~~,i;,pt()n. ;,..n() A)h(~rt f~br~t.Qn-l'r:rt:. burJ-ed
ÜT th~~ l,,¡~'ü.:hJ'ofAchÌl~,

Thn: fem.::iil":~) _01 .Je$f:~J Patf; W(:~(ít tü
S~~u:3,Ebury ,j,;. (t

...:rl~,;1':~~~~(V' .~)t .1 ~s~~ Tßy!n!' 't.,l1H b"jbvi-"
h..1 ,\1 ,_,a.el,t_

VlEl l¡9-~::on"i..hat'1( wã.-iburio?,d n.t. f'r",t~
ton'~Chü¡.el, K :.'c,,"~rnttt~~. tf'ÜHl ,A,,).:øu.

.1- C. Ü-,(jk, Wili,i.r. ~l,,(::l-:I"n ;i,,,,/t
(~;;'.là1'~e:? .);.t;:lf; rr::":i; \'\- ~:r~ l;uri-~dÜ~ t:nÜ .€'i(,.-'
U!~n aj:~.;i,

l'L ,3. Chj_id~f'" body wmi seut to At,
ti,lla.

!;~,:1 Bi:a"t;t'"J. -;y, :r..gn~lit-on::i.ni: L. C,
PHi.N:~'f:ü!j hav~ b(?e~ hÜd tn n~:;t neRr
ih.::\i,t.:tt~.\n\")l'l-:H 'vn. n~d i,1Óunt.~~.i~1,

,;. \V. l'r:rldn~¡ -~'::. rj"r"ßJ.'ldl1~ lHJ(1 .r~ l).
Hl).n.(in:~n,'\'(:.. ~)~¥'l1.. b';~l~~,..~~J. at. t;a¡~ra~.

.1A~f-) \\ ~t!3,:l;.(~(~n;'s bi;.d:,' wasbri~.ught r.(1
Pi:aJt (:~tv \vhH;:- (:,h~j.rl.d:;. (:ùHuru :-l..W.l JÜt~
)-iUfJîtV~~'~¡~j;J.w r~!'t~ n.isi:. b~L~l~d!...t. .;\.\..tor;:~

"\VliN1 t~~~~ked. r.;t;istí!.tß.n.H~nt . a~ . to thi:
;i..¡,,'dd~rit. Thursday.. Chsii.t :\IÜi¿.(sj~:¡j~~tøJ'
N,e3b¡tt ~?~lï.:":\-iy úffidüll.";:pûrt .;':1 tìE~

af~-dd.t~nt Vt"illhi-"' $t~:nt LÙ Ov.~ G~;Vrj~'nor's
.,ffice '1:,)"S,.Ül.\ M- -W..'ZnM"lsS, pOMih,:-
bl.:f1Jtí:: l.h..~r titrlt?: L do Hot -::r:.rr:. tQrri3.k.~
;Úi\-;câfidàt ~:t,,~~.',:ulh~nt ~'¡;ient th~(H$:u;;-

l::~: l-UJti~ Ü!:e f..fHd"il -:rt"p.:q't l'e.soe0tl sent.
(Ji r':(iursft..,.'?l(:. alllJ.eph,)Yt: th~~. ii,,:,-;;,hJB:nt:~

"1'h~ mInes am li9t p:~nt)" -,taii",!;'l\,l, ,'t1Hl
wHJi.li- anùi.h'\r d&y or tw,. wm be Ü, cnv..
-:H ('kUi . t,) r~;;u m.~ oJ~t":'lltti()r;.¡ \V ß::'fÜ-(a~j;
a.re l:.:~~ng :)~nt (:'(,i.Ht~utH'sH:y. tOt¡"Si:1~J~'3anQ
mirH; ~~r-rk"lt tl1Nu¡¡'h(J';t tt,., M~t1id to
-irx:i::j'ci~e th~~ S'n~L\..t:est, ~:.re 1n th:-tJr'?)()-l~~
'1'Ut~~'" w3-tl)ll)ß~ wil r,(; (~tlr,t\rJU"d Milt ;)~..
3~~l,::\'nt_.Ú'J$vect(~~ wIH :a.i:httK~ BVt:~'yh-l)~tv~
1 ¡""1St ex~'~,~t,-",i tr(¡ubl" Lt\ the - Aci.,'n

n~lgl)~w'hccd.
"r W~$ d t.hf; oplnicm '.hM ,midlti'm"

t:hi~1'~1t~e-t~ ~J:~ v~!'y tR~$it~ I~ut..~,.ia tlHs'
tni~¡t.)""'R otH:, c,miwt leìl wj'tli hÙi)bl.~ ¡,:

rH~~Ü:r .to . f);.;;\.~ur~ ...T. €:&ti!';i:t.. tá . get b~Æ~k ,'D)
Acl.tin on Ot ):,.it¡,r$ ~::Li,,.,t~)' Ml(\ imi);,e
Üì" cWc1a.í \a"'''Jll.giÜlc1'. t . ",ñ:.n ("ill ¡i

¡;P",tl\ .,. SPM"', h~xÜ'lg m:i C"£CU"'" tü ren-
(\,~r atl,itìfjl,' M$ktng whiit i:::n h'l "Me'!-
mir,.id be$'(,i-Hl duubt. h~ ,.(i:iliir to :¡lMS
th,- hl$'.m" whet''' it MIM;~."



SCORE HIE lNMJNI

Sixteen Bodies Taken From
Shaft After Explosjon~

RESCUEP.AR11SAT WORK

Three Greeks Found Alìve in W~rk.
lng's a.t Acton, Alahama.

&. DT-rrKitm-.U and Ftu. Oter

A:erÏtatl8 Among t!e :Kown Dead,
Sem:a1 Addi-Qn,l M'miill Mi~i'Ug
and .Have Prßbai-ly 13""n rNled,
Cø.ioos ~ Lying: .Amig Tramwas',

butNvt -Coo(P:t-tr R;s¡a.irs

ÁfJtQ::, Ala., ~()v,i.$. '--L.xt~.n :iu-m!l i¡r~

known to h~vab~'.H kJU€ld, and seveI'M.
(.thetSl wt.te stm mtsslnK iit a !aU! how
tonlgli.lUJd at"! 1.cle\"",, tøb-a MM,
as the re¡¡lt or an ex¡ilo:s.îon tlia iiH"i--
ii,x,nln tÌl" .Aia1:'o.ma.l"1.1e¡~\lil Iron-Coin-

1;àny~¡:rrdnf~:N'(J.2,: :tt(!8r".ller(\
Å's:ltotrr..g theA.!n~i:3ca!:S ltJ1tXpni 1.0: .1Ù~.;vi:

heen ,i,ilh:d. their 1-",-H'i~1¡elJJii amQl1$

thos~ .$Si) .tat'.X'(~0";~~~~ n,e;:
L. r:. PAT'l'CB1Bl"ON. .

li, mUG1--:t'.

J-OHN I.iN'G~'rrj;"-.
:Him'¡RY Ci:Ir-iDER5.

HQ¡;a DriVel' BGHNSKr'lTR:rLL.

.All but Onj) Mamed.
AH l'F:et ar!gh-t W(""~m:Mrioo. RJt.

'~('';n ;;t~~rtf into the iuLY1e~nlJ."í1ve' ::nt!)~;ites
l(~fo1"tJthÐd~Xt:~¡(;ßkAs .to dÖNome -cie::irdnl;:.
Three ;, th",nt:,~ l'~~~)lòld iil.vl!''~ Gr...,k1l.

'l'he firm l"e."i~ue:pa.t!~1l w.!.U! "Ùtfmx:! the.
li:ie 1;f)¡-iwht ,se2.1...1,!rlg tot' a-i3-' Que wlx,
l'-i.lg1t be ,,,U-vo t'epllrwd that. t""'YW:"l
PfJß%edMVèl'fl. f1..i;~ 1x;d.I"" ,l~'tag- b~NM$
the tr.-iiciwi;s ':JJ' t:''-iilf;¡iin¡;eiit.''.ii''''Sh'aft.
T1HlÆl:( li~-.: '.t1't~t b.;:~n hr..()11ght f,HJ.t

Mtne nfflaißh~lrMed hørehùm Elrii-:h;¡;"
,h~Ün~.il. . in1l~g ,.an"~lt.S~ 1n~t1~!f~di::t.tß1Y. -att.e-:r
tl1f\~' 10::rMd ùf. th'3 e:q,1'.-l'3n. Tcl.."
ln,nigh t !Hate lIt-n" h'~iiecoi' (:. 1L ::es-,
~ìtt~d :-a,nautam:u"tilø!úaC: üt ZU:t~orus.

Mm~ Is WeUEgniI\píJd,
, A'Ctr. win eJ'i-o, 2, wl,l¡'h lti' fi o':Mii:."

MU-Jiy. Qll a -l~ra,'Jli ::t t.h~ r",'\Üs\ill" "-'"l
'NMih~.m,~ _ Ra!1ro..-û, h..ts ';~;',Ni _"",'n3id~1'''':;.
01:;" of t1i~:t,,::iLeqnJ¡ii~!l' .th",dlsÜkL

It ÍlM€'_ ~1!'J'¡ii'ttiiCk ,~hme. aud tiß'-s ll n
lS,-t-,,,)t ,fan.. WHh.th~""'¡¡t"ßj,"5t~'m;(-m~. 5,~
i!'J~_.~~~"'t~$te-rtåfrJ:~fi ,t.?:,_e. !L:in'ç,'~(-f)X~~n~ W-ê:r~ .

not ri,~MJd'&-ma.it"d .by the explw,løH, t;~"

Cf~liii~()t'Wl1~h. Îl"" Ylft be,md,.t",xmbmì,.
e.id it t~., c,'tp*,ct:ê(, th.iit the Wt,rlc of rc'.
Ulù,t.ing th"ll;,'iii~, tffl,.Ý mOi- r"m-adn,
ß.l1d Hio. ü..'ädw!l bes::;i4lìy ii~(jm.

tÍHsnw.
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SIXTEEN;,ÄRB DEAD

IN ALABAMA MINE

ExpJosion Entombs Forty
Gf'eek and r~egfo

Laborers.

ACTO;'. cJ\la.. No\r. l~.~An OXpl(l¡;í¡m
!n f:, !nì n(~ of the ..\la.tHtma FUt~l & ¡¡on
Con¡pa"ny thhi aften1o.m ~nt.omiH'd be-
tween ~¡; a.nd ,to mírim':¡.
lJp to 1:1 l)'d,ock lt¡ hodi()$ h;Úl bE~¡W

r€móv(id fi'Oll the mine,
At ml,Ünìght the f()$cuíng party tonk

out on€ nÜn~r aliv(\ mit1Üng six r..~s(~,u('d,
All ¡)"¡)(~M Bright .v~re rtttrrlcd.

I\:¡tti'eli wti:nt. ínt(i th(; mine onl.r five
mínti te-s bufoni the explosion, to' do ~Oin~
Cieaning. ThtuÐ of thi: r~scuüd ar€
Gr~d~s, ~ind a. ni1mbèr of th" deihI in th;;

i:nín~ are thought to be Greeks,
Of the v-ktìm:¡ ~oim' arc wl)lte ;'I,nd i:()!Ue

ar~ negr¡J¡:$, as th(; mi nt, mn-plr;Ylid Ja.hor-
~rs of hoth ra(wz. TlH; iWrtn:i.1 qimta .)f.
èmploy~s i$ 7\1 men, hut Y0stenla:;' ,vat;
pay da:r, at. th\ti mine, iind 6om~ did. m't
ruport fùr wtJrk t¡:iday, Tw€!lt.:;'-thTE"t~
d.igg€l:g ent~red the ,vúlkìrigs this trwrn-
ì.:ng, and Nli'y tc-nlght it Wus nN kn'y'ivJl
hüw- many others rÐported during tlw
dâY~

'lh~ first rescue pa,rtìN, who entered tl),:~
mine th!;: èvenlng $i??in,hing f¡u any who
might be alive, reported th¡~t they haii
pa-"M~d sever'a,l dèRdhodies,lrlng het,Ìù~
th~ '. tramway of thÐi,'-opìrig' entran~'J
Shi*-ft. The~:ie had notb~€n hn:iugtit (¡tit.

Mi:ne otfkìaJis hur-kd here !tom Bl r"
iilngña:m, 24 'mih:$ ,a,was..' ìmmedlateb'
afi:er tkwx hm.rn~~d o-t Hie è:;rhWlt)l1. 'lIH::Y
bNught BtlÜe Mine rnéSp(~ctüt C, H. Nils-
h;It ,ind (in a:tIt~)J1ob¡¡(: loil,i:! of ~urgeiml3,
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DUST, POWDER AND METHANE
CAUSED MINE EXPLOSION AT
ACTON-INSPECTOR NESBITT

" i....--.ø."'..._................."'......CHIEf' MINE iNS~~~ll MAKES . r~,~~ct~1/èl~"..Al1 thi.~ shots, w~r,.i bad-:. ... v.iv" It pia,(:e(l and it is my opin1òn that
OFFICIAL REPORT OF :DISAS.. one, and possibly all thr%. w~re blowll-
TER TO GOVERNOR-DETAILS ØU~!:t~:I~';-ng. :irr, Nesbitt $Q.YS: "The
OF INVESTIGATION t:~plosil)n traveling out of this eighth

Wtt' entry ~xploded keg$ of p(iwd~r în
its path at No. 15 rl)om and another

M()ntgorn~i'l, D~énIber 1t_-(8pè- at No, ~ rßóm. Here it was t'e1nforcl'tl
da.1.~In hi,s official l'PQl't to. the go"~ hy a iamall am.(H.tt of methane (ga.'i!
(1tnot' on hh~ investigatio.n of th~ mibl? tying' in tli~ faciis (,f one or :iò$sn:il~'
~xpl()$i(in at Acton on NoV'cmb(\l J,l..lri (wl)wot"ked~(lut rooms,"
"¡-hìeh 24 pets,llbs. were kiled, dticf The chl('f mine inl!peetor then gOé~
:Mine Inspector Oharles H. Nesbitt (l+J. mÓi'~ into detail in deacrjb1ng th~t
dares that tIH'N~ -el~m~nts fl,giil'ed In cau~s of' the explQf.íon and places the
tíie eXVl01iion,dullt, l:lack pO'l"dei- 8.1ld. bla.m~ on dust, bla.t~k powdiir and mè-methane, thanø, However, he d~lat'ea that th,;i

The report Wáa fUE'd -in the otflce of amou'nt of :nì~thane was always un.
the g(lvetnor- t(lda.y. U51,a.Uy iuall- in the mL.nc, amI tha~

, Tht~ mine ìnsp~ctor pia.~s the gl~a.t. l'e!)(:U'.s had l.ndìeated that then wal.
t;st hlame, how(!ver, on bla(:k J)(.wdftr, never an~r grea,t: danger from dUist.

and calh¡ att~nHon to thii fact tha.t lHs Us.a of Powder a Custom
depa,rtment h.iS endt'Avored to. indueA "As to th~ use of black pøwdèr;" hi:
mine operators to dis(:ontinue thf~ U$Ø Õeclá-MS, "it h~iS b~n th~ cuatOl'l in
Q! that e:q.llosivj~. Alabama, as Wj~tl as in oth(:1' l!tat~s.

ThE! rep()t't of Mi\ Nezbitt gives a f(.ir ~'~a.l'ß to shoot Mal oU the solJd
t1etall~d a.CCÓUtit of hi$inve,gtiga.U~fll ""u.n: tilii.ck powder and Uil:r custom
t\nd the c$.uaes wll1di.- in ht$ öpinfoñ; (lu.nIlotb-e too ationgly condemned, The
caUl!l?(lthe mln(i dIsaster. Uniteù'Síates bui-eau of minèl9 is. dem-
Mr. Ncsbltt tH~g~n his ÜlvesUgaUot1 onstr&"~;n~ from tHM to ttme the daii-

as soon 0 as h~ helll.d news ()! the èXplo- s-er$ ~r uiiitig black PQwd~l. in coal
$I t.n , but ()n aCêòunt of the bad \'~l(¡- mitt-d. Tbhi lnu'øi.lU has shown by
Ulation In th~-min:e.wa.B unable to ex- ~uccèa$tul den:wni:tratloll that on~

lilore its int.;dol: uhtll NoY~_inbel' l.t poundo! dust pj~r lineal toot wll pn~-
,-wheti he wali M~!)mt.anied. by mstriet óípi,táte. an eXJ)loshm when ignitèd b~'
Mille In~p-ecton¡ HHlman, \Vd)h an'. ¡ a biown~oiit Rhot Ü'om hlack 'powd~!':'In cQMlud.ing hiÆl report, Mr, NesbHt.Kelso. $a)'~:Trace Course of Explosion "It it! the opinion of this depal.tment

"The to.\U'of us iopent the 24th and that this e:lplosl0l1 was due to blown~
~5tb In th~ mine tra.ctng the è"uri;.~ o.ut sli~t.s tl'Oll' black po\,,'der (one to
of th~ explosion a.n~i en,deavodng h) three' ~b6ts) wtich wore fired in tbe
iooatë,,' the ottgtri and cause (,f isatm. t.!lghth left ccntry. air couns~ and No.:7 l'OOli, In c-on(:uaion lWOtlld $ay 0l5
Aftt!t' a. tliorQtlgh invmrigati'Qri Wt~ to b!Qw~l.Q'Ut or wind)' shôta, that; th~
(:amø tø thø eonclu$ion that th~ C);- iinmeh.ìa1.e dtêct would d(1)èiid Ui)on
plosiøn odirìi-a.ttid i~ the etghth _left the ê'ctidlÚøn øt the working place$; ~n
cntr¥: and was l3l~U~Ù by one tw'ò (Lr tither w~H'd$. a bi~)wn'out shot dN~d m'"." " , ,the aÒ$Rllèè of dust. bla(~k powderl)Oasibl~ t hren blown~(Hlt shob fit':d stored â1(lng the entries. (H' gas. Vl'di..
ln th(' fMe of the entry i:ae~ 01' AU I narHy would- not i'estllt in any aef'l-
COUl"ISC and a slab shot in No. i 7 l'OOtn OUS h¡l.r)ü."
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EXPLOSION CAUSED

BY CARELESS WORK
.

Acton Disaster Result of Badly
.

praced Shots, Aocording to

Report of Chief Mine In-
spector

Ti\1'ee bad!)' placed blow'out shot~,
in which blacl( powd~r wa.'l 'Used. :re-
inforced b1i' ~xptostons ot gas and (loal
dust, caused the terrible mi.ne disaiiter-
at Acton No, 2 lUne in Jeftet'Ron Coun-
ti-'~ "rhîcti Q.Cl'lt'l"id Novembe~' 18, and
in which t:w~nt~Y.t(iiH' pè:rsor'S wer~
kiled, 'aceQfdíng to an offclal rel)ort
fi-l~d in tho offce (If Governor O'Neal
by C. H. Xesblt. Chief ~nno Inspecto!'.
ilJ'. N~bft. assl9h"!Q by lnstlem:ot' ,\reibb,
Kelso, Rai-' and Hilman, made a.n ax-
hauitive examlnath:in ot the mine dur-
lng the lattêr pal't ()f NO'l.embei- and
the rtrst part of Decembet.

Orìginating in the e.ighth left entry
ot the mine, the explosion si:t'~ad to
$~vßral other compartm~nt$ and ßntl'leSl
and in its paU\ Elcxplodlng s~vøl'ai kegs
(If' rOWd4U' which tnct'~3.ed Us ltit~n-
$ity. 'rh~ three shot$ We.rß: Ar~d by
three mln~r$, all of. whom 1\'el'ß kiHéd,
Twenty-four perSóllS W~te kUled and
ñve were rescued, accordlng to tbe r~-
port. A list of those k1led and those
t"e$cu$(, waii a.ttach~~ to tlie, report.
Neai'ly..a-H of the mellW6i'e Italian$ and
Greeks.

!n his J"1)ort Mr. Nésbit stronglY
condemns the use of black powder in
the míii~is. He tlt?elares HUt.1: there is
no .la.w to prohibit th~ use of black
powde:r but thÌlt he has urged aU mine
opéJ'atorSl to d1æcoritillui) it$ 1.¡Sl? Whéte-
é':er- pO¡'$lbI~, Mr. Nubit decl."'~$
that the Unît~d States BUt~u of Mh\c$
has ~nduetèd experiments wbl.(lb
shoW' that the mm ot bia~k powder in
coa.l mï!J~s ~s E'xt'lemEil~' dangeroU$.

~ri.. N'e$íb1t d~lS~!rnH~$ in hi$; r(lJ)oi:t the

wo:dt Q- resoulng Uie miners. and of th~
prompt rëSPQnS-è of the :mine- rescue
()lll"$ helougln¡; to aeventl big ~oai eor-
J)Qr.attons In the Birmingham district.
The Cliet Inspector declares th-.t the
mine was irif¡tècti¡il t.wenty~fl"ilda).'s
beti:r~ the dhiaster by Asgnè1At~ In-
$pector Ra:-", "'no rendered a report In
whieh he decla.red that në tound noth~
lngOf 0 t.anS'&lU6 :ftl'ttUte.
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(, Sr' g tJaJ~ ).""..-lv.ìen.thone: (_gas) .~,coa 1 d us\;
an(l bla(*li. pOt\l(Ìer \Vf;:,re lèsptlhßlble
.ø ". .t l-¡., ""'.1~ 1, ~'u' ,','. t.. Ll'1,A 'H'\; i,,\ ~n. '. (ft:Qrú e eX:J,¡O_L.n tt. L .~: cva.i n~-ieJ,
tnf) ~\ja.b,ama l,'tH:l and Iron (tonltlanY~
24 rnUt!~ t'rornBirrnìng'harnt on Nov,.
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to Governor l)"NøaJ hy (:h1t:~f :\ijn~;~ In""
ßDecto-r(.~" lLN~~sbitt.. ~rhe inspec.tor
made a .(;.()rnplpt'ø 1n\,"estJgath'Ht irnnip""
dlatelyfoHo\\"lng the dìsa,ster and he

~.l..-g. .'t';o.s t' t)". ..~ "". ..~.~ni 'ns ì) At".f t h h tV i", t ,b h k ~").gt.-n ,~,"". ,.,~-,-(~ t- ~,-t.-ko\tl('*"J' t.'..' ~_ .'V'ii ',*, Iktt-. t~. 1.1""
n:dë '~.;) days priÜY to thø üxplosi0:n
was favora.blc.

in hAs r(7port~ ~:lr" ¡"eshitt condernng
~h. -K) ¥,1~, f)P l"'l. ,-,1", '''.. ,.,--1 ':''" 1,. 1-,"""-' - th .tl. ,'J L ~,.n ._.L.J~iC.. t~ O\\H;,ü."l ~ JUt, Ba~ s .. at-
AJaba,rna if; \v'ithou t a lH\vlùquìrJl1g
:ithi*' .t'.indo 4~ r nÜvtdur t"...,,, -ht:\ PQ_i:'\/',\'. In,. - Nt%-, -A.'H....,--~~ v... l,:7 -- /~u.__" -~ -u~. ?l~..'\.l.._l ;l,.;..~:
~:"t in PH ,t:,.: b, U.' 'rQ' '. ''', n'l ; 'n, t hiT,''' n 't',\'"'. n . .' . ~ 6~'.H.~;tv""'" J.:lv -l ,~es' J:1H ,1.ug(Lq:ui-.ani~",.':)

J) d.ispensé-t~iith the uSe of blaek i)OW-
Ier as I1)uch as X..)$sible 9.11tÌ he be""
i~ves thtfr\vili accept hiE; GuggestiolL

#'i~\" A ~ k 'l ö~ ~ ~an..n l"1'* "t~n~, _:'.:i ~..-t , --;". " l i ~vlf.:h:-,L~ .us¡ ,~.., 'ç "-" t L f. :M .a ø" it! U ~,-Ll' ¡ n i j¡ s $;
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BOOlfS Of VICTIMS AT

ACTONMINf INTfRRfO

State Inspector Nesbitt Will

Conduct an Offcial
Investigation

State' Mine Inspector Charles ::esbitt
wil leave for Acton either Friday or-
Saturday to conduct an investigation into
the cause of the mine explosion '.uesda,y,
which Æiiuffed out the lives of twenty~
four men. The investigation wil proba-
bly occupy two days. The testimony ü':
officials of the company and of miners
who were underground '"h~n the ex-
plo.ion took place l"il be heard, and aneffort wii be made to ascertain the
cause.

No changes in the list of dead, as com-
piled b~' the timekèepel' of the Alabama
Fuel and Iron company imhH,ùiately afte!'
the disaster has been mad.:, 'rhe last
body, that of a Greek, w no wa, found
far In the mine, was removcd about j
o'clock \Vednesday morning. ;\ bout an
hour later the mine rescue car returned
tó Birmingha.n.

nisposal of Bodies.
The disposal of. the bodies of the

victims was arranged by officials of the
company on \Vednesday. Rclatlve,s ot
every man Idlled were noiified and ar-
rangements ",'ere made to hold the fu-
nerals. The bodies of Ed Bragg, J. V"-.
Langton and L. C. Patterson were buried.
\Vednesday afternoon at \\'aterworks, a
i;ma,1I camp on the Cahaba river. The
bodies ~ f J. 'N. Porkins and K. L. Pe r-
kins. his brother, were ,sent to Calera for
Interment Thursday morning. '.rhe re-
mains of H. J. Childers were interred In
Attalla Thursday morning. The remains
of Burns Kittrell, the boss driver, were
brought to BirmIngham 1'01' interment.
The .bodies of J. A. Honan and his
brother. J. D. Horton, were sent to HeleJla
VI'ednesdav afternoon. '.rhe bodies of Joe
Bushvarin'o and Lee \Vallantine will be
sent to Pratt City for interment Thurs-
day .afternoon. Funeral ,services o;le1' the
other white bodies, \Vîll1am M. Clellan,
;Toe Cook, the Rev, "-Til HolsombacJ(,
Charles Colun1 and Charles Falomas will
take place in Acton rrhursda:r. The com.
pany is paying all the funeral expenses
and is also paying passage of the rela-
tives of the deceased mtners to Birming.
ham from their homes, Charles F. De-
Bar(leleben and Henry DeBardeleben are
remaining at Acton to care for the strick.
en familes.
Chief XeshiH ,says he is sure that It

was not a dust explosion, 'but further
than this he wil not ~¡enture an opinion.
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THIRTY MEN ENTOMBED

IN MINE IN ALABAMA

Explosion Traps Operatives

No. 2 of Alabama Fuel &
Company N ear Acton.

In Mine

Iron

LARGE NUMBER OF THE DEAD ARE GREEKS

OFFICIALS. ACCOMl ANIEn BY :RESCUERS ANn SURGEONS,
HURRY TO THE SCENE-E VERAL BODIES WlRE RECOV.

ERE AND IDENTIFIED-BELIEVED THAT DEBRIS WILL BE
CLEARED AWAY BEFORE THIS MORNING.

Acton, Ala" Nov. 18_-Nine miners are known to have been kiled and
at least a dozen others were stil missing at a late hour tonIght as the re-
sult of an explosion this afternoon in the A laba-ma Fuel and Iron Com-

pany's mine Jlo.2 neB£' i'eu,
The exa.ct number stin entombed js uncertain, as mine offcials hen:'

are unable to say how many men wer" at work in the mine when the ex-
plosion occurred. Estimates uf miners employed near the scene of the dis-
aster place .the total number who entered the mine today at from twenty-
fiye to forty.

Systematic reSCue work has been in progress s.ince S o'clock tonìght
and those in charge believe that the great mass of rock and coal ianed
loose by the explosion will be penetrated before morning_

Up to shortly before midnight only five miners had been taken ou t
alive_ They expressed the belief that many of those stm entombed had
been kiled by the force of th~ e:iplosion.

The 11ames of the dead brought to the surface by 9 o'clock included:

L. L. Patterson.

E, Bright,

John Langston.
Henry Childers.
Boss Driver Burns Kittrell.
Two negroes.
All except Brìght were married. Kittrell went into- the mine only

fiye minut.,~ before the explosion to do BOile cleaning.

Three of the rescued are Greeks and a numb'r of dead in the mine
are thought to be Greeks.

Th-e usual quota of men employed in mine No.2 is seventy, but the
exact number at work when the explosion occurred is not eertain,l\line
offcials saId tonight that a checking up of the mine reports would be
necessary before it could be learned definitely hoW many are st1l entombed.

The cause of the explosion has not been learned. That many of thoBe
entombed were killed by ìts force .seems certain, as two men wQi'king
nea-l the surface at the time \VÐl"e blown several feet from the mine cn~
trance.

Cliarle.~ eatman, ''íhite. CJlJ'\ l':~'i
Thomas and .Jessie Pnte. negroes.

The following are not accounted 1'0'
and mav bß dead in the mine:

Will .¥CCIt2:11e.-l ~-,o.pu HDT-ton.. :J-a.nit:
H-orL-on; J, 1;. Perkins, K. L. Pei''l,d\ ri;,
Cephos CGok. ChaelFis. Pucareno. Char-
les i\1aloney. .John Pa.per.glnc, Charle
Coluro.and Grant Holsumbach.

Re.cuer' at -tYol'k.
Officials of the mine, accompanied

rescue workers and surgeons, wet'e ìlUl
l'ed here from Birmìngham, and ton~gli
every effort was being made to i-eacl
the -entomb-d men.

l\fine Xo. 2. whieh is known à3 .-\Cl.!
Miné. is compal'.ativèlY new, and 12' oni
úf the most productive in this disti'ie:',
Jt has a daily output of 30: tòn~'5. Offkia:
of the company said that aU -equipm€lJ
was first class.

Acton mine No. 2 is twenty-four nlÌh.'
south of Birmingham on th-e Acto!
brañch of the Louisvile and Xa~h\'îlli
railway six miles from Hel¡;ma in Shel~).'
county. The mine has a single tra('l
slope and used 118-foot fan '...ltb. tlk
split air system. .r G. 'Steel, is sl1peTiii-
tendent of the Acton br-anch.

While officials would make nQ é",U:iìiM-e
of thi, n1Jmli€J" of men fh -the mine min-
3I'Sat work near the scene of the ,disa~-
ter insisted that at least twenty men
must have been cut off by the eXÒ10sion.
Some estima.tes ran a.s hiigh as 40. It
waS said. however, that the number ~er-
tainly 't'o1ild not exceed this figure. a!'
yesterday was pay- dayanó many of the
seventy men usuan~7 empl0J--ed in tile
mine did not: go to work to-day.

Jlaj ori ty '\Vere White.
ñròst of the minerS ih number:: were

white, although several neg-roeB are
known io nave been among those caught
by the great .mass of coal and rock tha:
was jarred lo-ose by the €x¡òlos1on.

Many of the men, it is kn-o",-i, wen;
foreigners.
Re~uep~~;~h~~eri~;~¡tI;~l! O;;re¿~~;

that -the work of dearing away d)-! de-
brisand bnnging the miners to the ::,\11"-
face wil ,he ac-complished before morn-
ing,
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bø. S. R!C(Jf 'bier Mining ~l*

Pltttburgh. Novsber 19. 1913.

B-Umu.t nme. WAsnlnGwOlt. D.O.

Q'ng to ba.~ ànd pree:&lng 'ntut'e .my wøl" "i11 it 'besatißtaøtory $eid

W'111ieJ.n l.li£b~ in mg. plaee.. Paul leaving saaté?e ... today !'orPltts'bU?gh.

Rioe..
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OW-INO TO VILLI!\lS eOtlTl~A"rD RESIGNATI()'N

IT t$ tMptn?AN~ aii SHOULn COUPLET ltIß WORK.. YOU

W!L1TI~mREFORE PROOEED TO AhA£AMA WI1Ø nJRTHm
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Birmingham Al~J.. ~rov 19 1913.

Buileau vf Minas

'P 1 ttisbugh. "Pa..

Patll six 11 'ie men t.wAnty t.hree dead loce.ted "het:w!3en em :fort.y

in mines. ex~iorat1on añout ao~leted no ass1stanoe needed.

:in t. t.on. i'HlS TEL.EGRArvl

-L,~", .~".,J ¡,Ç,T~,.,,L, EPHONED

i ¡; ~., ¡ ".~" .-
TO \~~'v' \/' v ;t'". . '.....'._.~..~...., ..--~.., , ,
BY '~"612(lrtttf;tÁT



mt-Jmr.

tlov-ier so. 1915.

ih 13. Suttoni

1llat1ve to milQaed reprt. th. Dlreøtoi- asks

ror a full dtitl(:11od rçon from :fU &$ to the tim $ad

source front Whioh he reosi".d Intomaticnregaing ~ ~

p1.osløil. the ti'f o()nå-tim(Hl in going to the diøit.r. an th

~i.mo aaved 11' u.sing th~ trnk in1a,ad of the oar, an 1n fact

ai' 1nfotmtlon t~t would be of' 1nt~re8t to tbe S&øretai

Of tho !ntel'l-or. Hr. Unde'ld or Dr. llu!mes t*~1n8 tbe

\l$~ of tbè truk at th~ :iUrmingli stat1on.

VØl7 truly yóum.

j)dAA9-L-fd
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PITTSBURGH PENNA~

EX'ECT TO COMPLETE INVESTIGATION . ACTON UINE TOMORROW NOTADVlSABLE fOR

YOU TO COME

R1CE

NOV2.5TH 1913 815AM /¿'
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I. A. Holmes Dlt..to#,. Biu..au
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lhlorg. S. lU... Riii.llot.i. BlraiftihÛl. Alaha..

Paul lea.... llitt..b~rch tomQrrow toi-31rmlnghAt to ,ate ap

inveøt.tgatløn. th$l-. relining ieu. After hL:. arrival f,,;nd ytili

l'~"t. $xplab1.d to h.la ~..ulU of rCi;r cbseriation. 'to d~.t.

glatt h4VÐ you 1"ßtu.rn .,10. t!uhingtoii.. If rou cene ide,. fR;UP.

coming unneeesfHiry.vir-e him Pitt.bin"$h tonight.. Glad havo

Wi lliaw_$ aecornp$ny or follow you h$i"e.

.Holm~G ..

co Mr. Pauli Pittsburgh. ¡.
ec Files



GSRi Am1 .

March 4, 1914.

ACtor! ~nNE DI~j)'TER RlSOET.

"M,, dear gr, Sut;.on,

I have been teo bue:r to Froperi~, take up matt-era with you, b-.t

desire to find out thÐ s.1tuat1on Is regrding Jour 8%ploelol' reports.

¡ would notsper.d too muoh tlin in mer drawing, as long &8 there are ex-

plot1on report6 to be made: up.

1 haù fully mGant to work up the Aoton explosion røport no'tse

.
as fiir as Jq8'; about it, biit I now deepai of doing thii:, and! am go1!ll,

to send JOu oy nQteß ao the:, are so that you may inoorporate. Baro and 'c'lrlt

up the re!,ort. It lI be that you sre alrea.dy well ¡st.e.!t ed on same. but

we soouldnot del~' an' longor in -~~""lng it out.

Yuurs very tTU1~',~I l,


