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BRAVE MINE FOREMAN.
TOOK HIS LIFE IN HIS HANDSAND- SAVED FORTY MEN FROM

CERTAIN DEATH.
Scranton, July 28.—Forty men at work

In the Richmond No. 3 shaft were saved
from certain death this afternoon by
the bravery of Hugh McCutcheon, an
inside foreman. JHre broke out in the
engine and fan Houses at the head of
the shaft. McCutcheon was lowered in
the carriage 505 feet to the third and
bottom vein, where the men were work-ing, and gave them warning. He had
only left the carriage at the foot when
the fan house collapsed and* fell down
the shaft. Withim five minutes gas
filled the workings, but the men had
reached the surface via a slope to the
second ^nd first veins and thence to
the second opening, 1,800 feet from the
main shaft.

To-nighl the gas is pouring from the
openings and extreme care is being used
to prevent ignition, which would blow
the mine into a hopeless wreck. The
Joss by fire, which did not reach the
breaker, is $15,000.
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t in* second out le t l ias been rendered unava i lab le by reason of the
f ina l robbing of the pi l la rs, prev ious to abandonment, so long: as
not more than twenty persons are employed there in a t any one t ime,
and the working’ of any mine in which any person is employed or
permi t ted to be for the purpose of work ing in cont ravent ion of these
piovis ions, wi l l be prohib i ted by in junc t ion or o therwise.

NARROW ESCAPE AT RICHMOND MINE.

A Second Opening Saves the Miner's Lives Yes te rday.

The t i re a t t in* Richmond No. !i shaf t of the Elk Hi l l Coal and
Iron Company yes te rday af te rnoon, exc lus ive ment ion of which was
made in the ext ra edi t ion of las t evening's Times, d id not prove to
be as ser ious as was a t l i r s t expec ted , owing to ihe prompt ac t ion
of those who were engaged in looking af te r the* wel fa re of the seem-

ingly entombed miners.
The men al l made the i r escape through the new second opening,

which is l .S( lt ) fee t f rom the main shaf t . The t in * o r ig ina ted f rom

a locomot ive spark which igni ted the fan house. In less than hal f

an hour the place was reduced to ashes and went tumbl ing down the
shaf t. Smoke t i l l ed the gangways and only for the prompt not i f ica -
t ion which the miners rece ived they would a l l have been suf fo-
ca ted before they could have escaped through the second opening.
The engine house quick ly succumbed to the ( l ames and the only

por t ion of the s t ruc ture saved was the f ramework around the open -

ing of the shaf t . The Nor th End l i re depar tment quick ly responded

to the a la rm , but the combined hose of the three companies was
not enough to reach the neares t hydran t . Ry the l ime the l i re com-
panies were ready both s t ruc tures were a mass of burn ing ru ins.
Some of Ihe men in charge refused to permi t Chief l l i ckey to turn

a s t ream of water on the embers, and as the l i re had ea ten up al l i t
( mi ld except the bunt ing and beams around the shaf t , the chief was

not par t icu la r ly anxious to ignoie the command, but when Mr. Rod

cr ick came he found Ihe shaf t so lu l l of gas tha t i l was up wi th in
a foot of t in * sur face. A spark f rom t in * embers could l ly in to the

opening and then 1 would lx* an upheava l which would br ing grea t

des t ruc t ion. There was a crowd around the month of t in* shaf t

tha t numbered f rom 100 to 200 persons. Noth ing could save the
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major i ty of them if t lx* gas ever exploded, and i t needed only a
spark of any kind to do i t. Consequent ly Chief l l i ekey was not i f ied
to conn * up aga in. The chief go t permiss ion to use some ext ra hose,

l i e took 500 fee t f rom the Centurys, l i l t) f rom t lx * Crys ta l s, dot ) f rom
the Niagaras and 4 ( H ) f rom the Liber tys, and brought the Centurys
up wi th the i r wagon in order not to depr ive the Nor th End of pro-

tec t ion i i i case of t i re. At 11 o'c lock he had the las t spark quenched.
As soon as t lx * l i re broke out Foreman McCutcheon went in to

the mines and cla ims he had but l i t t l e d i l l i cu l ty in ge t t ing the men
toge ther. The mules ba lked when the smoke came down the shaf t
and they had to be lef t to the i r fa te. Af te r t lx * men were resuc.ed.
Foreman McCutcheon and his ass i s tan t , M. Eckers ley, went down
ihe second opening to make an examina t ion. They could not en te r
t lx* Clark ve in on account of gas. The fan and a i r passages wi l l
lmve to be rebui l t before another a t tempt can be made to ente r the

• workings.
Tlx * men ins ide when the l i re broke out were John Donnel ly, of

Oak s t ree t , a bra ( t in* man ; John Dougher ty, of Marvine s t ree t , a
miner ; Dennis Cal lagher and John l .ibbes, miners ; Jan ies Hawley,

a dr iver boy and IS Pol i sh laborers whose names could not be as
cer ta ined. Al l except two wore in the bot tom vein. They didn ' t
haw* a minute to spare.

Indi rec t ly a l l of them owe the i r l ives to Mine Inspec tor Roder ick.
At h is ins tance the mines were c losed down las t win te r because )

there was not a second opening f rom the bot tom vein, as requi red by
law. The main shaf t i s s i tua ted in t lx * ang le formed by the Lacka -

wanna r iver and the Ontar io and Western Rai l road , a few hundred
loot nor th of Parker s t ree t , i t s depth is 505 fee t . Mr. Roder ick
had to go to cour t about i t . 1 ty h is a t to rneys, Wi l la rd, Warren A
Knapp, lx * appl ied for an in junc t ion to res t ra in opera t ions unt i l a
second opening la id been dr iven to t lx * bo t tom vein, and also tha t t lx *

company be requi red to keep s team up at the second opening a lways
when men were in t lx * shaf t. At torney \V. J. Hand appeared for
W. II. Richmond, pres ident of the company and the larges t s tock -
ho lder in i t. Judge Hnns te r gran ted an in junc t ion as prayed for by
Mr. Roder ick and t lx * mine suspended opera t ions. The company
proceeded then to comple te t lx* opening between the Clarke and Dun -

more ve ins. A s lope was dr iven to connec t them. On June Kith
las t Mr. Richmond's a t torney pet i t ioned cour t to d isso lve the in junc-

t ion on t lx * g round tha t t lx * second opening had been comple ted.
The pers i s ten t ef for t of Mine Inspec tor Roder ick a few months

ago is the only th ing tha t saved t lx * l ives of the miners yes te rday, w ho.
to say t lx* leas t , had a nar row escape.

March 15. ( 'a i l ed by Mini * Inspec tor Char les Connor to Fuion
town. Paye t te county, to consul t wi th h im regard ing a t i re in t lx*
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