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5 VICTIMS OF BLAST
ATDAWSONKILEDIN
SAVING FEW MINUTES

GOING TO THER WORK

Jo E. Sheridan, State Mine In-
- spector; Makes Report to
! Jmting Governor,

BODY OF FIFTH'MAN NOT
FOUND YET, HE STATES

Jo F. Sheridian, state mine inspec
H tor, has made a preliminary report to
f the governor on the Dawson mins
e disaster on the night of April 14, Five
{.wn were killed at that time and mine
i badly wrecked. It will require
st a week hefore it wili e pog
1o get into the workings of the
imine itself
The coroner's inquest will not he
! finished until such time as the mine
r can he entered and explo It will
l he its purpose to  determine  what
od the explosion as far as pos
The purpose of the state mine
learn e HO8-

e

o taken to. prevent
rs in te future,

Eaery possible  known precaution
has been taken in the operation of the
® mines at Dawson. An expensive elec-
5 m has been installed
of prevent all loss of
P % when the shots in the mine are
fired. The mines are wired. At the
south is a cutoff box and a second
cut-oif box 1s located further in The
[ rleciric current is cut off here as well
| it the firers cubin sowe dista
| from the mouth of the iifines
During the day the miners drill
[ tiiir holes and place beside them one
and a half pounds of approved pow
der and adobe tamping. At night
r overy miner must check Should
Lany mhier Tail to Cheek ont, search s
made for him at his working place in

i the mine and his hoarding house s
lovated.  In other words, the board
muxt, show thut eve miner is out
of the mine.
k. The mine firers thereupon go on
duty,  They procesd into the mine
and load every hole that is properly
drilled and cénnect up  the firin
wires. Imperfect  hol are con
demned. This done the mine firer
open the lower cut-off box and throw
. the switch, and next theghox at the
L mouth of the mine. They proceed to
the mine firers cabin where they
| reglster thelr names and hour. Wher
all have reported the man at the
* cabin throws the switch and fires the
mings. This done, the switch d¢
turned off. b+

When the mines have been exploded
the mine firers again go to the ming
and cut off the two electric boxes, r¢
moving the wires in the mine, Thi
process |8 a nightly proceeding,

On this particular night mine No
6 exploded und it was wrecked. The
upper part of mine No. 1 was elso af
fected where It wus connected with
No. 6. Two mine firers were killed it
mine No. 1 and two others in the con
gecting tunnel with No. & A labore
so supposed 1o heve beel
od hough, at the time Mr. Sherl
rnn eft, his body had notl been |

at the coroner's inquest, had gotten
|into the habit of starting foto the
mine before the shooting was com-
| pleted to save a little time and be able
|to return home & few minutes sooner
| The men killed had evidently lefl
their quarteFs ahead of time and were
on thelr way into the mine when the
disaster occurred. - It would  appear
from the regulations in force ut the
mine for the protection of the men, n
this case were disregarded

| The cause of the explosion is not
known al this time and It may neve
be ftully determined. It will be at
leust a week before the mine can be
lexplored. . Mine: No. 6 extends more
than & mile und a quarter. After the
mine has been explored, Mr. Sheridan
will make a full report Lo the gov-
#rnor

Mine firers, jaccording to testimony |
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