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with 3 shurry machine used 1o cool
a burning coal seam with foam
and water, Emery Mining Co
spokesman Bob Henrie said
Bul crews got the malfunction
cleared up and the effort resumed
The foam machine wasn't

By JANICE PERRY
ORANGEVILLE. Utah (UP1
A rescue team discovered the
bodies of nine coal miners deep
inside & mine today and pushed
ahead through smoke and poison
gas looking for 18 other victims

trapped by a fire in a deadend Working pro Henrie said
tunnel 1t s now working again

Crews contsined the fire that Henrie said the 18 missing vic
broke ou ¥ might ana lims were believed to have re-

treated into a safety pockel 1 hall
mile from the fire He projecied
the tesm could reach the pocket in
three tofive hours

Another crew identified the nine
dead mivers
the tunnel just beyond the fire
Next of kin were being notified

Sy rqmm rescue teams
tethered together by ropes inched
past ibe smokdering cual o dis

bodies in the Wilberg
Wi incastern Utah

exploring the tunme:

beyond the deadly fire had to
because of trouble

retreat later

Iy
Aulyeﬂym-hlr-larrkpn—mmmwubcth-
photo taken in the fall of 1963

Miner Cries, Waits
For Word of Friends ©

By PAT CHRISTIAN
Herald Staff Writer

Tough and seasoned Wilberg miner Ann Byerly spent part of

‘Thursday just crying
g {he -year-od grandmotier retumed to the mine 1o
ey i -m the disaster in Grangevilte. Exmery Count
iose friend Na Vhecier, 13, was one ofthe T7 trapped by
mwnm—. ine disaster and the small mnmgmof-mnmnu
the Wilburg Ilmeurrrru\dw!‘
oee snd we abvuys exchange

east somewhere
o family out here. She was & njlgnoﬂ!nrndin!nrl'relpeﬂm
and her boyfriend each gave §100 o needy families for Christmas. I've
been crying off and on all day,”" she said
S e i crYiog et mekir trnppad (rend Tom Hersh, 0
“Tom was about 1o retire. He had enough years o have retired
earer bt m—m o wait 3 bt * Byerly sad
d been in the Wilberg Mine on the day shift before the fire
e iy working hard to set
recart

She said record attempts were nat uncommon in the mine and said
that a while back sbe won a jacket for being part of & record-setting

crew

Byerly said miners oo her shift had cleaned up coal that had fallen
from the conveyar belt heavily ladden with coal in the latest record-
setting attempt that was cut short by the fire that trapped 26 men and
Nannette

She was surprised by the fire
A couple of years ago we were about the first in the nation for
accidents. but for the last year it had been going pretty well It just
oy
e b g i the Wikherg Mine shout.2 e agn. B
K s e I i e o
was quickly ertings nd o one was hurt Am
conveyor bell caught on fire. ““The belt produces cyanide £

s
“The Desbee Dove Mine right next 1o our Wilberg is still burning
she said "t started abost spring of this year and they pumped water
out of the Wilberg 10 try to put it oul

But she said 1t still kept burning even after all man-made openings
were sealed in an atiemp 1o sulfocate the fire

Byerly said there is a geological {ault that runs through the Wilberg
and Desbee Dove Mine that apparently feeds air 1o the fire and she
fears if the Wilberg fire in't quenched soon it could be shul down
permanently like the Desbee

Andersos Phote

More Stories,
Photos, Page 35

bedare the names were released

underground. trapping 3 men and
a woman Wednesday night

Henry said the bodies were
found in the first third of the 3,000
‘oot long tunnel beyond the fire

They were apparently trving ts
Henrie

carbon monoxide gas by lowering
heavy canvas curtains
Henrie said the rescue workers

follow the same
route out W( the mine

trapped victims included sx
top company officials including
James mlin, Emery's vice
president of operations. and David

Rave survived. He maid the safety

chamber was away from the maim
ventilation system and the cur.
tauns could have prevented smoke
from engulfing them

ocook. manager of the Wi five-man teams clad in
e Ove of the missing miners  bulky protective suits slowly
womman moved alos unnel groping

There was still some hope tha
others had fled deeper mio the
mine into a satety chamber where
they Sous lve protecint e

selives the smoke and deadly

and feeling for safety hazards and
damage

They have to travel very very
slowly_They have to sweep the
area They all stick logether

Mine Rescuers Recover Nine Bodies

rath

said John Me spokesman
o e Federl s Sovty wod
Health Administration

lake, a section foreman, €5
caped from the tunnel by feeling
his way through ihick smake past
the fire He said other workers
wearing breathing apparatus wer
right behind him, bt he lost t
in the black cloud

Henrie said the dead miners
were apparently overcome by the
smake

The intense heat had kep the
rescue feam out of the tumnel for
more than 31 hours. Bul workers
finally cooled the barning coal
with a slurry mixture of foam and
waler early today

HITH YEAR, NO. 1

Safety
Statistics
Had Been
Improving

By PAT THORNE
erald Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON —
the Wilberg Mine disaster has
become one of the worst acci-
dents al a Utah mine according
1o federal statistics, 3 major
federal health and safety fspee-

Mine Tues-
b only
minor violations and turned up

Although

bealth and ventilation. They are
corrected quickly
So far during this first quarter

of fiscal year 1965, mine inspec-
tions have been conduct at
the Emery Mining Co. mine. In
sddilion to major inspections.
all violations are subjected to

ey oyl

orman said statistics for the
ac ey steady improve-
ment in its safety record. In
1981, 240 violations were as
sessed al the mine. In 1982, 14
violations were found, in 1983,
in 1984, ¥

‘The company has correcied
them all” Gorman said. “1f

Improvement was also noted

in the rate of accidents with

injuries at the central Utah
ine.

mi

In 1982 there were 3723 acer
dent.injuries repurted per each
20 man hours. That compared
with 2 nations average of 1221
accident injuries per 200 man
hours

Figures for 1983 indic s
sceident injuries per
hours. compared to 3

e 17,01

Fate of 104

In 1984 11 48 accident injuries
per 200-man-hours were
recorded against a national &

0 Guram aid agenc
records beginaing i 1957 ind,
that Wilberg Mine disaster
be the worst in the state

cate
el
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“It was like going into bell,”

said an unidentified rescoer

after a failed attempt to find
miners.
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Assistant City Editor
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The Wilberg Mine Fire
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Touted Rescue Teams Join Mine Fire Effort

ORANGEVILLE, Utah (UPI) —
Rescue squads from four Utah coal
mining firms, backed by college
instructors, today joined in the
dangerous effort to save 27 miners
trapped by fire In Emery Mining
Corp s Wilberg mi

federa] Tise safety official
atd e rescue teams do not rush
in their work but, instead, care-
fully and deliberately advance to
trouble spots, se\llr\! g air sta-
tions every 300 to 1 000

The rescue activity at the sout:
central Utah mine involved teams
from Emery Mining, which in 1879
1981 claimed top honors in the

National Coal Mine Rescue Con-

lest, a spokesman for the US.
Mine Health and Safety Adminis-
tration said Thursday

Another mine with & team at the
Wilbert is the Soldier Creek Coal
Cu whase vice president and gen-

Ross, is the

S p——

S,

Scott Johnson decided dangers of mining wasn't for him.

Local Man Quit
Mine Dangers

By TOM CHRISTENSEN
g eF2M Correspondent

operater
o e Dnl(_-, S Bk spent % throe
ears working as a coal miner in
Ttah. But the dangers and unheal
thy_conditions Inﬂumﬂd him to
seek zmplwymmll e ground.

“1 worked in the mines for three

ear 'n-:y are dark, dirty, and
wld It was dangerous and not a
very healthy place to work,” said
Johnson.

The work in the mine " mu:Lly
done by machinery, but an acci
dent on the conveyor wc would
mean a lot of coal would have to
be shoveled by hand.
eling coal s definit
hardest work,” added Johnson

The threat of an accident is a
major concern in the life of a coal
miner, even with a lot of safety
precautions.

Most mines have first-aid kits
located al_strategic areas within
the mine. They are equipped with
oxygen tanks, picks, shovels, res.
piraters and other convenience
materials

‘The miners must wear steel-toed
shoes and hard hats with lam|

e mines go through daily in-
spection for dangerous gasses, and

the

tin he mine.
lectric mo
{istead of cambustion engies 1|
help reduce a lot of the fire risks

yrt. areas, and have a f

electric motors are heavily
insulated to prevent any dangerous
sparks from occur

«chairman of the coal liaison com-
mittee of the Utah Mining Associa
tion

Ross also was a member of a
rescue feam at the Texas Gull
Sulpher Co. Cane Creek mine di-
gasier thal Kiled 18 werkers pear

In 1981, the Emery team won the
one-hour first aid contest and the
two-hour problem solving contest
in competition aguinat 8 oher top
teams from across the country

Also three years ago the Emery

Mining rescue Leam and the Price

River Coal Co. team joined in

rescue efforts at the Dutch Creek

| Coul Mine disaster at Redsione.
Colo., 15 miners died

Sam Stafford of the Mine Health
and Safety agency said rescue
team members are “brave men

“They are all volunteers. he
said “They frequently train on
their own lime at their own ex
pense

The first rule is to preserve the
team and to control the trouble
They have to move carefully to
make sure they won't do anything
1o worsen conditions.” said Staf

ord

As a backup for the rescue work
ers, two instructors {rom the Col
lege of Eastern Utah's mining de-

| partment took their mobile rescue
station 1o Orangeville Thursday

Gary Grubbs and Jay Fairsanks

manaed the rescue van, which car

ries. breathing 4

ety

"l\gw\ bottles, medical supplies,
telephones, waer, wnhlu Taci:

o (e e ik v

| equipment right on site " said
partiment chairman Rickard Robin-
son. “There also are several mines
near here where we are their only
rescue operation

:]y VICKI BARKER
erald Staff Writer

The Wilberg coal mine fire
was a topic of solemn contem-
plation over lunch Thursday af-
ternoon for 74-year-old Sam

An old-timer IM* l‘ﬂll min-
ing career began
when it was done umn p:rk and
vel, Sam could only shake
hia head and hape for the best
for the 28 men whose ti
running. out miles heneath the
th's surface
think it's terrible, Me and
my wife were ust talking abont

it. Those men — if they can't
get through aml et o them,
they'll choke to death, and ii

there's any gas up there it'll
explode,”” the veteran coal
miner worried.

Sparse on_words, the raspy-
voiced grandfather remembered
what turned out to be a minor
cave-in in a Fiunting rea
mine long ago that left an uner-
asable scar on the memory vein
of his 3-year min;

“There's feelin

getting out. "1 thought about get-
ting out and living and breath-

Luckily for Sam, the lights
stayed on, the burial was brief,
and he had two other experi-
enced misers for co

«coal miners that know
el usocan, e swhile they
don't have no fear of anythin

““We would have to walk our It never stayed with me
Ell‘l&: \f:vs once every three contivously h"' a lot of people
d m ree different think al time. 1

ways out,” never did.
Eren wih ol the ety precan Retired since 1677, Sam says

tions taken in coal mines, it is still

a very hazardous profession.
“A”guy got killed in the same

mine | was working in," said John-

son
“It scared me so bad I didn't go
back to work for three weeks.

A coal miner can make a lot of
money, and even more if they were
willing Lo work in certain areas o

e mine nson was em-
ployes he could make 108 dollars a
da)

They paid you for where you
were al, and not for whal you were
doing.” said Johnson

Joinson has a good idea of what
the miners are going through in the
accident at the Emery Mine

“If they can get to it. They may
be able to find an air pocket for 46-
hours

A lot of coal miners are high
school drop outs, and people who
can’t find other work, they can
make good money at the mines,
said Jonson

1 had worked on the Herald
Press before, and 1 decided to go
back after my experiences in the
mine.” said Johnson

Spanish Fork Man
First Spotted Trouble

By PATRICK CHRISTIAN
Herald Staff Wrlter

What he saw on one trip 10 the
entrance of the Wilkerg Mine
93 pm. Wednesday has

An orange glow down the black || SE3¥ e i sk

tunnel spotted by a Spanish Fork
man was the firsi Upoff trouble
was alool in the Wilberg coal
mine — trouble which al press
time Friday led tired rescue
trews fo nine bodies by tired
rescue cres

erews, atll search for 17 other
miners somewhere inside the
Emery, mir? Co. mine Orange-
vile b iy

Mxrnrm of Spanish
Fork says et Digoust P, &
parts runner for Emery Mining
was the | san outside the
mine to detect trouble

Paul called me about 1:30

(Thursday morning) to make sure
I didn't hear of the fire on TV
Mra. Salsbury said

‘She said her husband's Job calls
for him to run paris from a
warehouse located outside the

e L0 the entrance of the mine.

Paul told me he saw an or
ange glow in the tunnel and could
see the shadows of men and saw
sections of tunnel roof comming
down,” Mrs. Salsbury said

“He ran to report the fire and
then returned to go in an help but
couldn't get in [ hate to-say I,
but I'm glad he couldn't get in
Heghiliiibstybe 16 Woud ive
been trapped loo. We just had a
baby recently.”

Mrs. Salsbury said her husband
was o have come home Thurs.

bt was called back to the
mine 1o belp with rescue efforts

The Spanish Fork woman's
law also
Mine, but
ned fo 8
different shift and m'r brother-in-
law wai working 0 a dife
ares ire. ign

ent
ited and
trapped the miners

a coal miner in the business
long enough knows the company
canrot Im totally blamed for a
ﬂlﬂ

“There's many accideas
caused in & mine that nobody
can control. It just hazardous

alt.
“Anything could have caused
that belt to get on fire. It
idn't be the company's fault

necessaril
Sam recalled “one or two

Retired coal miner Sam Conover of Provo remembers life inside a mountain,

cases” at the Clear Creek Mine
Scofi

Vrile he aong with everyone
else hoped the Willberg aceident
would not turn out a pre-Christ
mas death toll. Sam maintained
0o illusions. The victims must
have air. or they would suffo-
cate. “1If there’s gas and smoke

in there, it's ho Without
air, they can't last long," he
said

Mine Accidents Solemn Times,
Says Veteran Miner in Provo

‘Narally. the oaly bapes |
have for the men is if
ould g close o an alr [
l t bring the smoke In
b -hm they're al If the
e, they have

ver) tile clunne

irty years in the coal mines
of Wyoming, Colorado and Utah
gifted Sam with another hazard
a miner comes to expect as his
due — “black lung '

“Nobody, and | mean nobody
unless they've worked in coal
mine, knows what a life it is
until it's dome with I worked

Pl Shuriletf Phots

there 30 years and I'm glad It's
over,”
And yet, says Sam, if he had

it to do over again, he'd be a
coal miner. His son is now, in

oming

“It's always been
1 get pension. I di
extra well,
miner,
fa

" 1 had my e o tve over
agan, hal's the thing 1 would

By PAUL ROLLY
ORANGEVILLE, Utah (UP1) —
Thl- 26 men and one woman
by a fire de in a central
Uih coal mine underwent rigorous
training where Lhey learned how to
ir lives In case of acci-
dent, a federaloficial saye
ch Kulzewski, of the U S
\.alll\ and Health Aﬂ.mlnlllr-hzm
said Thursday night the govern
ment bars miners {rom working
underground until they have passed
| 2 40-hour mlen course.

If the trapped miners followed
he prescribed procedures and
helped each other, their chances of
surviving would Increase, be sai

Emery County Sheri

By NANCY BRINGHURST
Herald Staff Writer

CASTLE DALE— Capt David
Owens of the Emery County Sher-
ifT's Dept. pulled out all the stops
as soon as he heard 27 minars
were trapped in the Wilberg
Mine.

Every olficer in the department
rushed 1o the scene where dis
traught relatives and members of
the community were gathered
Media representatives descended
en mass o try and learn of the
miners (ate something svervone

“This is just speculation on my
part, but if they stick together and
can create a safe pocket of air by
using the ventilation system prop-
erly their chances will be greatly
increased,” Kulzewski told UPI in
a telephone interview from his
office n Lakewood, Colo

A firm allowing workers to enter
a mine without the extensive train- |
ing would be in violation of federal
law, Kulzewski said

They must pass this course
under federal law befure they can
ever work in a mine,” Kulzewski
sald. “The training course will
vary depending on the type of
minie,” he said, adding that a hor

everywhere wanted to know
Jeep posse members were also
in (o aid with crowd con

trol. Peace officers from other
lowns provided backup 1o cover

operation today. The Emery

ing office In Humtingion, ut the
medical c and in
Castle Dale and along the Toad
| leading o the mise. Police et up
| & road: three milos before

fhe enrance tn tha mine

zontal shaft such as the Wilberg
Mine's would, require different
safety techniques than for 2 verti
cal mine

A fire Wednesday night in the
mine 115 miles southeast of Salt
Lake City ‘rapped 21 workers, two
top ofticials Trom Emety Mining

perates the mine for

Utah Power & Light Co. and four
other Emery executives

The Wilberg Mine. 4l the 7500
foot-level on East Mountain, 8
miles north of Orangeville, goes
straight into the hillside. At the
Five East shaft working area, the
rapped miners were aboul 1400
feet under the mountainside

Trapped Miners Extensively Trained
For Keeping Alive Under Mountains

About 75 other miners escaped
before deadly carbon monoxide
fumes and dense smoke filled the
mine’s tunnels and prevented res-
cue crews from leading the
trapped workers to safety

Rulzewski said the safety tra
ing_includes use of small self.
contained rescuers — emergency
air supplies with an xrgen capac
ity of about two hour:

Each miner is required to wear
the rescuers, and extra units must
be scattered throughout the mine
Each mine also must have its own
iraining plan approved by the fed-

ral agency, said Kulzewsk|

ff Feels Pressure

Cars_are stopped at_intervals
along that road, where families
| and “neighbors wait. They are
walting {0 find out If their rels
tive or friend will be & casualty in
what may well be Utah's worst
mining disaster.
s awiol hard on ther.” aid
| Owens o ihe ned people
| from going up
Right now. the hardest hing for
the deputys is handling the pub
lic's reaction. It eats on them as
much as the public, they know
hese people, they live here 100
(hwane «ald nifirare ars irainad

| to handle this kind of situation,
although 1t is still diffieult
There's an awful lot of crying,
of course,” he said. "Some peaple
get totally mad because they
can't go up 1 the mine to find out
what's. going on, and some of
those guys might be some of our
best friends 1t's just adrenaiin
pumping
Owens said a femporary medlr
cal examiners office has
up at the mine. Police will llﬂ In
transfering casualtiés 1o either
|| the morgue or medical center in
Frautla Piala
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