News

The Birmingham Post (Birmingham, Alabama) - Sat, Oct 16, 1937 - Page

by <Dl ancest(gf'

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1002381207/

1

Downloaded on Aug 3, 2025

.

5

HOME

EDITION

Price Three Cents

EATER mimstivaHAN

The Birmingham Post

VOL. 17—NO. 232 Eory fo Resd and Wortk Resding’ BIRMINGHAM, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16,

33 KILLED IN MULGA MINE BLAST:
PANIC SENDS 10 RUSHING TO DOOM

THEY MIGHT HAVE = " ';;;'§ DEADLY GAS

LIVED IF THEY HAD
REMAINED AT POST ROCKS SHAFT

Explosion Survives; He's Badly Injured,
Unable To Talk, Given Even Chance

12 WHITE MEN AND 21 NEGROES DEAD

Mot SURVIVOR HAS
Killed Them suDDEN BR“SH

DISCARD LAMPS

g it ot NITH TRAGEDY

Upon Each Other
In The Shafts

300 Diggers At Work On Other Levels Escape;
One Tells Of Terrific Shock, Entire Lack 1
Of Air, Rushing Smoke; Probe Starts

Miner Describes Horror Of
Moment When Heavy |
Blast Occurred |

By lrving Beiman
| A terrific explosion rocked the bowels of the earth at tha
Mulga Coal mine of Woodward lron Co., northwest of Birmag-
ham, early today, leaving 33 men dead and one critically ine
jure

Awm-mnuly 300 other men who were working at dife
ferent levels in the coal mine escaped to the surface without
injury,

A rescue crew of the U. S, Bureau of Mines, sided by
miners, comprising a party of 50 men, went into the mine ta
bring out the bodies.

At 10 a. m. the rescue party had brought 31 bodies to the
surface, and went back for more.

OF those killed in the blast, 12 were white men and the

g wait frantically ot the mouth of the gaping Mulga Mine . . . whece down .4.., n

thers were Negrocs.
e in & gas explosion. e o 4
bt lopbhes The explosion, although unoffically explained, is believed

to have been caused by gas which was ignited by a cutting mae |

‘THEY KNOW GRIEF NOW—THESE =iz ciymein

Grammer, a shot foreman, was the first to give o raphic de=
scription of what happencd deep down in the

WHOSE LIVING WAS IN MINE - .::;rgfam:m:a-:f-.::m::-.:::' s e

and then branches off into slanting shafts, like

N Coaldn’t = e knhxle- octupus. y
(o (St | BULLETIN [rm That Dwells Constantly In The Hearts Of KILLER CARRIES The gl bappeod n the st 13 ks deen
Bootleg;He'dBe Those Whose Men Go Down To Dig Coal “RR S Survivor Gives First Eyewitness Account
SUTPERY ROCK, Pa. oct
Only Customer |n,<..r.."l:|.1¢ s doraitry Is A Reality In 33 Bayview Homes BnmES ALONG Grammer, who was working on Flisht No. 11, told his story
—— 5 Siupery Reck Teachers Cae after he reached the top with other workers
ved by fiee M”"\ By Jean Mover 'We were working when suddenly we heard a ex=
nge Lills of Ba wh k¥ Youth med With His Two ph—mn " he ..-d “The wind rushed in, hitting us in the face. |
e Vict A clapped my s to my cars. | felt fike my ear drums had
=, ictims In AUO Far | brokian and were bleeding, The air stopped, Smoke staried soeme
Lt gert sk by : St g From Crime Scene ing into our shaft.
Syt - - “We knew something terrible had happened. We rushed
it E y | ' r out and started down to the No. 13 level
¥ NORTH ARLINGTON. N J. Oct en we got 1o the entrance of Level No. 13 the door
v 4 2 20 ulonoble pad been blown in by the blast. We dug a new entrance,” he

.. BODIES, BODIES - -

Red And Black—Blood And 5o P
Soot—That's  What o

s men g % continued.

“We could see the dead men all about us. One man was
still alive. His name is Fan Fox,  track helper. He was badly
" bumed. I took one look at him and it secemed that his eye balls

were burned out. .
There were 24 men in the No. 13 shaft when the epplosion’

FUNSELLE HAS FUN AT

EXPENSE OF HER AID Reporter Sees g e o occurred. There were 10 more working an the level above,
: o oxitig i + They all were suffocated. The 300 other men were working
By Marsld Helfer P . sie. on different levels

’ e [ i Shiondalra Only One Survivor From No. 13 Shaft

A few minutes after the explosion—at 11 p, m.—families
1+ of the miners started gathering in the darkness at the mouth of
the mine.

A . Ambulances from Birmingham rushed to the scene as news
t i ke cxpriisive selhn pasind of the blast was flashed into the city. T. C. L Hospital at

Al suddenily . u | EUTD ul 445 AT a7 &1t 5 Fanfield made ready lo receive any injured.
o But ironically there was only ane
¢ GRS He was taken to the Bessemer General Hospital, Doct
mation, said he had an even chance to live, bul

SIATE 10 BUILD mmGEsS
MONTGOMERY,

Fox,

after e

he was in & critical condition. He was unable to talk to anyone,
uid @owsi 10 R g S Dr. C. G. Colquitt, surgeon for Woodward Iron Co., was
il it at the scene with attaches to render what aid he coul
Through the hours of darkness until dawn members of the
families of the men who had tone down into the deep cavern
s, They k e ! in the earth, stoad by waiting frantically for the bodies to bu
e couk sl o brought up i
b When the rescuers reached the surface, bearing their tragia
™ . « cargo, a silence fell over those at the mine entrance. Sobs broke
aie the (o - - out among the women.
e : b - Some of those Muu:hl out were burned 5adly, others aps
i . e Blast, Page Two)
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