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Earth shift kills

four coal miners

GARY, W. Va, Feb. 17— —An
earth shift with the force of an ex-
plosion took the lives of four coal
miners and injured seven others
near Gary Friday. "

The mishap occurred as the men
worked or ate lunch one mile from'
the entrance to the U. S. Steel
Company No. 6 mine. Walter H:
Steen, manager and industrial re-
lations officer for the firm, said
the shift was caused by a “moun-
tain bump,” which is not unusual
in the area. .

In such a shifting of the moun-
tainside—Friday's could be heard
for two miles — miners may ' be
caught by in-rushing air which
thrusts them against the sides of
the mine, or by coal fallhng from
the roof and sides.




Mine Mishap
Kills 4 Men

‘Seven-Others Hurt
.In Gary Area Pit

GARY, W, Va,, Feb. 17 (f.—An
earth shift which had the eifect of
81 _explosive blast' took the lives of
{four men and injured seven others,
four sertously, in a cosl mine near
here yesterday,

The mishap occurred as the men,
along- with six additional miners,
worked or ate Junches one miile
back in the .U, .8, Steel Co's. No.
{8 mine. .

The dead, all residenis of thix

. southern west Virginla area, are

‘Matthew ~ Houck, 53, assistant

mine foreman; Mood Church, 41,

& cutting machine operator;

| Brakeman JYoe Boner, 23, snd

Andy Kish, 30, a loading machine
helper,

Walier H, Sieen,. manager and
industrial relatiens officer for the
company's cosl dlvision, sajd the
disaster wns ceused by a ‘“‘moun-
taln bump.””

Although the victims suffered
crushing injuries it was not known
immediately whether they were
struck by felling rock and coal, or
were caught in the concussion
caused by an onslaught of alr,

E. L. CHATFIELD, inspecior at
large for the state mines depart-
ment, sald such a “bump’ is not
unusual in the Pocahontag No. 4
seam of coal mined here, but he
described yesterday’s earth shlfi
as of ““unusual severity.”

In such = mountasin rumble~—
yesterday’s could be heard for
twe miles—miners may fall vic-
m cfther fo in-rushing alr
which thrusts them against the
sides of the mine, or by falling
conl from the roof and sides,

Steen: reported that the sldes and
;odp of the mine passage were
yished in slightly, but that none
f the miners had to be dug from
dengnth large amounts of coal,
‘ock or timbers, ,

Steen set the time of the acel-
ient al 12:18 p, m, (EST), John
VMierguez, 31, & lording machine
perator who escaped unhurt, said
g and several others among 17
miners were eating -lunches ‘when
‘we heard it coming.” J

“One of the men had {ime to
turn off the elaciriclty,”” he told
A mewsman, I was knocked
down, but X saw the stwf fall
on Houck and Church whe were
working ncar the digging wma-
chine,”

Part of the passageway from the

fected session was blocked, but’
b still was passible for a man to’

et out, Mergucz explained.
See MINE TRAGEDY
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He cnrried Joe Boner and his
brother, Andrew Bonecr, about 4,-
000 feet up ihe passagoway to the

mine face, Merguez conlinued. Joe!

Boner died before he could be:
brought to the surfrce, however,

Mergucz relaled that most of
Lthe coal which {fell landed in or
aboul the digglng machine, which

was badly crushed. Mesl of thel

seriously injured miners were in
that vicinlty, ke said,

THEE SERIOUSLY huri were
James Garalek, 20, of Gary, who
faced puossible loss of both legs; |

Andrew Bover, 26, and Winfred '}

Prazier, 25, boill of nenrby Elbcrl,

and Grant Akers, 33, of Gary.
Injured, but apparently not.bad-

ly, were Sam  Thompson of|i
Therpe, Andy Lustle of Elbert and |

James Cox, Grry.

State and Federal mine inspect-
ors were to enler the eperation to-
dny. Chatfleld snid their in-
specblon would lake most of ihe

AN LA

day, and possibly longer,
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