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December 18, 1885
No. 1 Slope
Nanticoke, Pa.
26 Killed

(From Reports of the Inspectors of Coal Mines of the Anthracite Coal Regions of Pennsylvania,
1885, pp. 75-78)

At about 10 o'clock in the morning a large body of quicksand and water broke
through the roof into the Ross vein workings causing the death of twenty-six persons.
The cave broke in near the solid face of a counter gangway on the apex of an anticlinal or
saddle. The bodies of the entombed men were never recovered.

The No. 1 slope was sunk on the lowest, or Red Ash seam, and this seam is nearly
all worked out, so far as it can be mined from this slope. In 1881, a tunnel was driven
from the third lift at a distance of about 120 feet west of the slope to Ross seam, the next
one above. This tunnel reached the vein at a distance of 487 feet horizontally. For the first
2,000 feet the average dip of the seam is about 18 degrees. Here the gangway curves
sharply around the synclinal of a basin, and back on the strike of another dip, and again
around the saddle of a small anticlinal. Most of the persons lost were working in breasts
on this saddle, and within a short distance of the point where the sand broke in. There
were four persons working in the basin, at the foot of places driven up to the counter-
gangway on top of the saddle. One of these escaped and said that he saw the other three
struggling in the mud behind him. Those three are among the lost. The two drivers, the
runner, and door boy, had gone in with the cars about half an hour before the sand broke
in, and it is supposed that they had reached the miners who were working on the
anticlinal before the accident happened. In less than one hour from the time it broke in,
the gangways were completely filled from floor to roof, all the way out to the slope, and
up part of the way into the breasts. All the men who worked the breasts on the right of the
straight gangway escaped through the faces of the breasts and out through the air shaft.
Upon exploring the workings above the sand level, a mistake was made in the location of
the cave, and, while laboring under this mistake, it was generally believed that the men
who worked on the saddle described were on higher ground than that which the sand had
filled, and, consequently, were probably all alive. A large gang of men were at once set to
work to effect a passage through the sand down a breast at a distance of about 2,000 feet
from the air shaft, and by Monday evening, December 21, they had reached the bottom of
the basin, right opposite a hole which had been driven on the opposite side or other pitch, to
the counter-gangway on top of the saddle. As far as they could see with the light of a
Clanny safety-lamp, this hole was clear of sand, and they were greatly elated and



encouraged by the prospect, believing that they could rescue the entombed men in a few
hours. The said hole was rising about 45 degrees, too steep to climb up without ladders or
steps, and orders were promptly sent out for ladders. While waiting for them, an old battery
was cut out of the way at the bottom of the hole, and occasionally, while doing that, small
quantities of dirt were noticed to fall from above, which caused them to be watchful and
ready to retreat in case a rush should come.

Shortly after cutting the battery away a large quantity rushed down and drove them
all back. The pas-sage made through the sand was only three and a half feet high and about
the same width, and it was made a distance of about two hundred and fifty feet. The debris
had to be carried away in buckets, and at this time there were about sixty men employed,
one behind the other, handing the buckets back and forth. It was thought difficult for so
many to escape in case water and sand rushed in again, therefore seven or eight only
returned to see what fell, and while they were at the bottom it rushed down again, and filled
the passage all the way up to about twenty feet higher than when they started to make it,
and the men escaped only by the greatest exertion. If the whole number had returned, there
is no doubt that most of them would have been caught, and added to the number already
entombed, but, fortunately, the few that had returned were not so much in one another's
way, and they escaped. With this unexpected occurrence, all hopes of rescuing the
entombed men alive were dispelled. This also caused the officials to think that probably the
sand bar broke at the top of the anticlinal or saddle, and the engineers were set to work to
locate the hole. This hole was a deep cone-shaped depression on the culm bank, and was
about three hundred feet diameter on top. When the survey was done, it proved that the
cave broke in near the solid at the face of the counter-gangway on the apex of the anticlinal,
and that all the entombed men were very probably caught and killed soon after the sand
broke into the mine. It also showed that the only way to recover them would be by clearing
the gangway from the slope in until they were found, and this work was commenced at
once and pushed vigorously up to the date of this writing, February 25, 1886. The sand was
found to be packed tight from the floor to the roof in the two gangways, and although they
have cleared the main gangway to a point within two hundred feet of the curve, not one
body has yet been recovered. The officers of the company fear another rush of quick sand
when the gangway is cleaned to the curve, and the probabilities at present are that that will
take place. If it does, the bodies can never be recovered, and it is doubtful, also, whether the
workmen who are clearing the gangway can escape if it should rush in under the great
pressure supposed to be behind it. The danger apprehended has been fully explained to
them, and it is their will, at present, to work on and see whether the bodies can be
recovered or not, but the officers, apprehending danger to those working in other lifts as
well as to them, may conclude to abandon the work.

This accident is a remarkable one, nothing like it having occurred before in the
anthracite coal regions of this State. Any one visiting the mine prior to the accident would
have pronounced it one of the safest mines in the region. The pillars were large and regu-
lar, the roof strong and safe throughout, as far as appearance indicated. There was no
crush, nor any-thing to create alarm, or to give the least sign of danger. No one suspected
that it was possible for danger to exist from quick sand. The No. 4 tunnel workings were
in the same vein, and higher on the pitch, between this and the outcrop, and had mined



nearly one and a half miles further without encountering trouble of this nature. The
levelings showed that there were two hundred and sixty-two feet of strata right over the
vein at the point where the sand broke in, and it was supposed that about two hundred
feet of it was rock. The surface where it broke in was covered by a culm-bank, forty-
seven feet high, and this was up on the side of a dry sand-hill, somewhere about sixty or
seventy feet above the level of a creek. The rock is seen on the surface above the culm-
bank, and also below it at the creek, but between these two points the rock seems to have
been washed away to a depth approaching closely to the vein, and again re-placed by
sand and water. The appearances of the surface are such that no one suspected that such a
depth of sand existed there, and, therefore, no one could have foreseen the possibility of
such a calamity as that which happened. It was such that no blame can be attached to any
one, for every practical pre-caution was taken to mine the coal so as to insure safety of
the mine and the workmen employed.



She Baily Republican,

TUESDAY EVE. DEU, 22, 1888

DEAD OR DOOMED.

The Fates Against the Impris-
oned Miners in the Nan-
ticoke Slope.

The Heroie Efforts of the Hohle Band of
Beeouers Rewarded by Biguals
From Within,

Only to be Overwhehned by a Second and
Greater Cave-In—Universal Mourns
ing and Desolation.

WiLkesparrg, Fa., December 21—
Last night at midoight ic was given om
by the bosses in charge of the ill-faded
glope al Nantleoke that the men impris-
oned in the mine would be reseued before
morning, but the men are still in the
mines with no bopes of immediate relief.
‘The rescning party now consists of 100
men. The relatives of the imprisoned
rmen have still hopes that they may be res-
cued alive,

The ministers in all the churches re-
ferred to the torrible calamity yesterday
morning and asked their people to pray
that the unfortnnate meo wizht  be
broagzht oot alive.

At six o'clock last night the rescuers
knocked on the pipe which ruos throogh
the zangway, bhut received no response.
This 15 4 bad omen. Had the imprisoned
ipeu heard the soands, they would have
responded by striking the pipe. It i
possible that they mmy be cut off from
the pipe, or may be too weak to get to it,

At elght o'clock the roscning party
strock o mass ol wet sand and forty-five
aildicieul men were sefit in to rewove Y
with buckets as fast as it was thrown out,
At nine o’clock an official report was rel
ceived ul the company’s office here thal
the rescning party were within twenl)
{eet of the fatal chamber and were hoping
to reach the imprisoned men by eleves
o'clock. There was still no response ti
knocks nn the pipe.

1 a. m—The rescuera have just reach
ed the place where the men were sup
poged to be, but they are not there
The rescoers are now pushing their waj
to another part of the mine, Great ex
citement prevails. Tt s feared all hawi
perished,

Later.

WILKESBARRE, Pa., Decomber 21.—Th
reseueing party in the Nanticoke Mine
have not renched their unfortunate eom
rades, who are iroprisoned in the slope
and but little hope {8 now entertained o
finding any of them alive. ‘Phe rescuer
are still at work labo vigoronsly t
get an cntrance to the ﬁhm‘ whuli i
5 thought the imprisoned men will b
foand, Work will be continued anceasing
Iy until spme discovery la made. Thy
sxcitement in the vicinity of the mines #
onabated, and anxiety of relatives am
[riends of the missleg men Mas Lecom.
onhounded.

Btill Later—Hope Yot—Enooking on the
Pipe Heard.

WiL.KCSBARRE, Pa., December 2i.=
There is hope yet, The rescucrs say thal
they liear kmocking at the pipes. Thy
rescuers are now but twenty feet fron
where the men are. The crowd aro
the mine Is grenter thuan ever, and grea

excitement prevalls., The saperintendent
suys the men will be taken out allve yot.

The Latest—Dead or Doomed.

WILERSDARRE, PA.,, December 22,—At
nine o'clock Iast uight, while the resciing
purly were within a few feat of where tho
imprisoned mincrs were supposed to be,
u second eave occurred. Thoussuds ol
lons of quicksand and culm again filled
the gangwny, making the conditlon of
affairs even worse than it was
on Friday moming. Two of the
rescoing  party were eaoght in
the huge mass of falling sand, and it was
with mach diMculty that they were
brought cul ave. The work of cleaning
awny the debris has been abandoned for
the present, and everyone appears to be
discourngud., The men who were at work
arc now ofcald to ra-enter the mine. It

I8 mow considercd absolulely cer-
tain  that the tuwcoty-four men
aud hays entombel in  the

nine will not he rescocd alive. They
have hzen imprisoned since Friday morn-
g, and even thongh they mny have
lived for a time in the breasiworks, they
mnst now dle from starvation If from no
other eanse. Tt will take two weeks Lo
penetmte the mass of enrth now obstruel-
ing the pussnees,

The excitemnent aronnd the mine iz in-
describable. Women and chiidren, who
:ru'u hardly Ii:lusmlltlmtr urg aI:u;ri?ﬂ-

are mmle ncarly crazy the it-
tl:ﬂ-.nltmlt_v. E-Em:mn nnd fvaile u!“:m-
#nish from Whe women rend the alr, while
the disheartened und exhansted miners sit
eround the mouth of the wive lu sullen
de=palr.  Lange crowds of people are
coming [rom miles arcund 1o view the
seene of desolutlon. The town of Nantl-
cuhe is u pluce of nniversal mourning and
Aesolution.




Fort Wayne Sentinel
Fort Wayne, IN
December 19, 1885

Twenty-nine Men Imprisoned to Die in a Coal Mine

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. Dec. 19 — The outlook at No. 1 slope this morning is frightful.
Mine Inspector Williams says that men can be reached in forty-eight hours if they
will be found alive. A total exhaustion of air will probably occur before then and
the chances of rescue are small. There are sixty-seven feet of quick sand that must
be dug away. This is wedged in. An extreme authority says it will require five or
six days to dig through it. This ends all hope of the twenty-nine men imprisoned,
who it is believed died within twelve hours after the imprisonment. This mine
was closed by water from the Susquehanna River mention of which was made in
yesterday’s dispatches.

Newark Daily Advocate
Newark, New Jersey
December 22, 1885

ALL HOPE IS LOST

Another Cave-in at Nanticoke
-Twenty-four Souls Must Perish-

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. -, Dec. 22 — At 9 o’clock while the rescuing party was
within a few feet of where the imprisoned miners were supposed to be, a second
cave-in occurred. Thousands of tons of quick sand and coal again filled the
gangway, making the condition of affairs even worse than it was on Friday
morning. Two of the rescuing party was caught in the huge mass of falling sand,
and it was with much difficulty that they were brought out alive.

The work of clearing away the debris has been abandoned for the present,
and everyone appears to be discouraged. The men who were at work are now
afraid to re-enter the mine. It is now considered absolutely certain that the
twenty-four men and boys entombed in the mine will not be rescued alive. They
have been imprisoned since Friday morning, and even though they may have



lived for a time in the breastworks, they must now die of starvation if from no
other cause.

It will take two weeks to penetrate the mass of earth now obstructing the
passages. The excitement around the mine is indescribable. Women and children
who have hardly closed their eyes since Friday are made nearly crazy by the
frightful calamity. Screams and wails of anguish from the women rend the air,
while the disheartened miners sit around the mouth of the mine in sullen
despair. Large crowds of people are coming from miles around to view the scene
of desolation. The town of Nanticoke is a place of universal mourning and
desolation.



The Trenton Times
Trenton, NJ
Saturday Afternoon,
December 10, 1885

DIPRISONED IN A MINE.

1WENTY LIVES BELIEVED TO HAVE
BEEN LOST

The Hoof Coves in and the Mine, Be.
comes Flonded ‘Fhe Mouth Closed
hy Timbers and Broken Cars.
Danger [ronr Gas.

Naxticoxe, P, Dec. 18, Nanticoke was
thrown fuo o terrible consteruation by a ve-
port 1hat the mines of the Swsguehnona Coal
compty ware being flooded by water from
the river, and that several lives had been
lost.

Thoe brenk was in No. 1 slope, and the
vo'lume of water pouring in was 50 gleat
that Lefore the miners and laborers contd get
awny from the breasts in which they wers
workinz tho water was more than a foot
deep on the gangwaoy, and rising rapidly.
Tools were $absndoned, driver boys left
their mules in the gengway, sod ol
fied for points of safety. Before the
worlimen + ere ol out the water was
bresst higl, Several imen are reported iniss-
ing, and iz i fearsd they bavebeen drownad.
An nlarm wns s read to the other workings,
Moz 1ewl 2 -hafts and No, 9 slops, all of
which are conneeted with the slope and ara
lower and of gieater depth  The alarns was
proost'y acted wpon and the workmen wera
boisted ton at a tiioe to the sarlace.

Thg working - now affected by the inflow
emp'ny upwarsd of 1,500 men and boys, all of
whow witl be thrown out of eployinent.

The excitement was sreatly incrensed over
the report that obout forty men employed
on rock work and a half dozen slope men are
impri-oned in an o'd working, the mouth of
which 1 clused by mine timbers and broken
cars that wers foreed against it by the sush-
ing vaters. Twenty-nine wen and boyx
were rescued through the air shaft by wesns
of ropes, which were lowered and fastened
ghout their bodies, and one at a tiwe they
were drawn to the surfaco. As cach one
wos safely Ianded terrific shouts of rejoicing
arose from the bundreds of people present
It is belioved that there remains yet in the
abnudnoed breast ot the slope the following
named iners and Iaborers: Oliver, Will and
F. Wilver, brothers, miners; Uhomas Cliflord,
dﬂﬂl"].ul_'l.': Willinm D&h&ﬂﬂj’1 d.ri\'er; Wﬂ]il'llll
Eiie, driver; Louis Tarbey, company nn;
Tspar Sarber, laborer; Harry Howe, hiiner;
John ®hutt, miner:; Joim Hawk, Inborer;
Julin Barber, laborer; Augnst Mitul, winer,
nml s veral others whose pames cannot be
learned. The first resculng party have just
entercd the mine. The greatest danger
fenred is from foul gas which is rapidley ac-
cumulating, and which the fan cannot drive
out, owing to the air wiys being cloged up.
The disaster is now believed to have beon
eansedl by the caving in of a large swamp,
covering several acrea, npon which culm was
being dumnped, the accumulating weight of
which is supposad to bava foreed the bottom
ount

Tiatere  Intracing the water it was dis-
covered that it flowed from apool on the
surface, in which it had collected frou gome
gprings near by. The water had then fol-
Jowed the rock to a fault in the senen, which
wns the first outlet for it. It then 1an into
the gongway and slopes, and theoce to the
lower working of No. 1slope. At 10 o'clock
it is belioved that there are mo lrss than
thirly men altogether in the slope, but ap
other nmuges can be given, ‘lhe conpany
are making every possible effort to reach the
imprisoned men. The pumps are now at
work, ond new ones are baing rapidly pat
up. Annther forae of men have been sent
down the oir sbaft, who will endeavor to cut
through to the spot where the fwprisoned
men ave believed to be: This work will be
kupt up pight smd day wntil the fate of the
oien is kuow.




Sorf Wapne Sunday Gazeffe,

FORT WAYNE, IND,, SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 20, 1535

ENTOMBED.

The Miners at Nanticoke, Penn-
asylvania, Ooal Bhaft, Btill
S8hat In.

Belief that that from 24 to 29
Men are Already
Dead.

The BSinger Sewing Machine
Works at Eligabth-
port N. J.,

Bhut Down Throwing Some
8,600 Operatives out of
Bmployment.

A Typhoon Makes Terrible Des-
truction in the Phillipine
Islands.

THH NANTICOKE HORROR.

Twenty-four o Twenly-nioe Unferiunatas
Entombed in the Coal Mins— A Bare
Pomibllity that They are Yet Alive,
but the Better Oplnion 1s, That
All Are Suffueated.

By Telegraph tothe Gazetse.
WiLKEsSBARRE, Pa., December 19.—
The outlook at No. 1 slope this morn-

ing is frightful. Mine Inspector Wil-
liams says the men can be reached in
forty-eight hours if they will be alive.
A total exhaustion of air will
probably occur before then and
the chances of rescue are very small.
There are sixty-seven fest of
quick sand that must be dug away.
T'his is wetged in. An extreme au-
thority says it w 1l require five or six
days to dig through it. This ends all
hopo of the twenty-nine men imprison-
ed, who it is believed died within
twelve hours after the imprisonment.
[This mine was closed by water from
the Susquehanna river, mention of
which was made fn yesterday's dis-
patches.—Eb.]

The exact number of men imprison-
ed in the mine cannot even now be ex-
actly told, but at6 o’clock thisevoning,
it was believed that twenty-nine per-
sons were in the mine. Of these
eighteen are Welsh, Irish or American
and the rest Polish or Hungarian
pborers. Whether they are alive or
dead cannot be told. If they bave
been enabled to abtain fresh air they
are undouhtedly still alive and there is
good hope of rescuing them. Muny ex-

erienced miners e, howeyer,that
n their position they cannot get any
new supply of air aud that having ex-
bhansted what little there was in the
workiogs, they must now be perishing
from suffocation. The people of Nan-
ticoke are in the greatest excitement
and nothing is thought of or talked
of but the  disaster. Bnsiness
is  partially suspended and
the colliery  is surroundead
by hundreds of persons, among whom
are many relatives of the imprisoned
men, eager to learn how the work
goes on below and to gain a hope that
that their friends may be rescoed.
The ofticials of the company atate this
evoning that there are twenuy-four
men in the fatal slope, not tweniy-
nine, a8 is generally understood.




Mitchell Daily Telegraph
December 20, 1885

THE MINING DISASTER.

HOHRRIBLE FATE OF SOXE THIRTY
OUAL NINERS,

BURIED ALIVE WITHIN 80UND OF
THEIR RESCUUERS,

THE WiILKBEARRE IHOHREOK.

‘I'wenty-Kine Tmprisoned # ith No Jlupe
of Reseue.

Winkessanne, Pa., Den, 10.—Theout-
look at No. 1 Siops this norning Iy
frightiul. Line inspector Willlnnis pays
it the men con be reached In 30
hours they will o found alive. ‘Che
total exhaustion of air will not occurr
helore than but their chanece of rosoue
is this morning vory sllm [rom the fast
that the nir olrele hes Lecn Lrokem
This was uscortalned by the second
rescuing party working at the opposite
sud rom the lirst party lo slope No. 1,
Superinlendent Morgan jinds that Lhere
are 67 Teol of qulek sand, enlin and
garth b0 be dug awey. ‘This is aedgeddn
hotwuen the mine tlnbers which have
sprung mnwanl and. erossed, presenting
an Blnusl  Insurmountuble  harrder.
Shifts are vwow changed overy two
hones bt Lhe culm sud gk sand by
its very natore {ills in the place taken
ont before, 1t will reynire lve or gis
days Lo <lg throvgh Wils, which endaall
hopes for the 20 uen hnprlsoned whe
It Is belleved died during thoe ticst 12
hpprs  {rpin snifpeation. Hixtmm
English and  Wheish, and thirteen
Poles win? Hungarians are known tu he
antombed in the chwmber of death,

A purty ol sixty rescners catne ontof
the slupe at 3:15 and report that ull are
hard at work. They have sent calls in
gyery dirselion and in every manner
passible, bnt are unabls to ellcit any re-
sponse Tram the entowbed men as to
thielr DLeing sbill olive. Lt stull rvesta
wholly upon conjecluro. Ol and ro-
linhle miners, who understant the situ-
ntiou, say tho men are surely ded,

1t has now beendeilnitely deciided the
dlisasier wad eansed by L eaving in of
the rool und rushing in of o lurge
body of waler, which had acerwnnlated
on the surface from natural lainage.
This woter hrought with It o wvast
quantity of cilm “or soal dirl which
Ilocked the gangpways ol paeuages,
and cut off the eseape of a number of
nen in tho npper i, The cave-in was
cpused Ly o binst by Oliver Viveler,
one of Lhe men now in the wine. Ak
first hiltlo evuld Lo dune Tor Lthe water
was Ove feel decp, IE was Lnpossililo
to Login Jigglng away the guick saand
and cubin which blocked up the gang-
wayd. Lask evening tho waler subsil-
od, having run off Lo the lower Jevels of
tho mndiee, aml (ieetive work was con-
meneod in carnest.  Two gungs of 1ien
were set to work oxecavabting from the
dilfereal poinls bo where it §s helievel
thi men are. One parfy, sixty sLrong,
caammenced work {rom the foot of the
olr shaft. Phis (s ihe peurest poink tu
ihe place where tho inen ore, hub greal
diMlcullios are  enconnteral. ‘Thero ls
no hoisting apparalis at the air shait.
Alen and tools are seat down hy o der-
rick, The workers o obliyod tu Lhrow
bohind thon tho wnaterisl Lhey havo ex-
cavaled amd this himdng them, The
gangwuoy belng Llockedl up ab one enil
they conlil goet oo ehrealation ol ofr un-
tll the Ltubes were hrought, wul air
Tforgm] throngh them from the comn-
pregabon nsed for ruek drills o places
wlere Lthe men wera ot work. Thoroy-
vuers are worklng with the grealest
pousilile onorgy Lo-nlght. Th: thoaght
Lhat their comruies are perishing on
the oLlher sido of Mo imoss ol rock, satl
und (irt, nerves overy arn with courage
wnd strongth. Gangs are relloved every
fonr hours, aml s8ixty men havo bousn
rotsluntly ut work sinee last evenlog.
1t wis Lelleved thoy hove penclezted
Lo withio lirty or slxty feol of whero
tha Imprisoned men are. Another porty
ure working I'roms the direction of the
slupe lowernts saue peint. ‘I'hoy hove
Tfurthor to go hut Lavo hotter |acilities,
There is Httle ground for hope hut of-
forts will not be ubandonsed until fate
of Lthe imprisoned men is detorninmd.

i —



The Trenton Times.

TRENTON, MONDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 1, 1835,

I'HE IMPRISONED MINERS,

Iv IS NOW FEARED THAT THEY
HAVE ALL PERISHED.

A Chamber In the Mine Supposed to
be Their Refuge Found to be
Empty The Rescuers Stlll
Pushing Forward.

NaxTicOks, Pa, Dec. 21. At jnidnight
Batorday it was given ont by the bosses in
charge of the ill-fated slope at Nanticoke
that the ulien imprisoned in the mine would
be rescued before morning, but at 7 o'clock
the men were still in the niine, with no hopes
of immediate relief. An iiporlant discovery
was made, bowever, The further the res
cuers Went on with the work of removing
the debris which blocks the passage wuy, it
was found that the coal and quickrand which
accompanied the water into the mine were
easier to remove, Thia allowed the men
to make good proggess, and inside of one
hour they cleared away twenty-seven
foot, As the guicksand Is not piled
up to the roof, the nair has froo
cireulation, which lends additional strength
to the belief that the wen may still
be alive. Aunother iuporlant fact estab-
lished is that the men must certainly have
cacaped to the highest part of the mine in
safaly, for bad they been caught in the flood,
which cavried everything before it, they
wonld have been drowued, and their dead
bodies ‘woull bave been dizcoveced Ly the
rescuers, who are now making a passage
way through the gangway. Tha supposition
is that the men were tsken by surprise
when the danger came, and thab they did
not have timeto get out of the chambers
where they were at work to run to the gang
way to make their escape by way of the ai
shaft. Finding tha main gangway blocked,
the men sought the highest g:ound.

All day grast wowds collected in the viein-
ily of the accident The superintendent of
the Busquehanna Coal company telegraphed
to the oMelals to spare neither pains nor
money to get the mising men, The rescu-
ing party now consists of 100 msn as many
as can work in the place, The relativesof
the imprisoned men bave still hopes that
they may be resened alive. The ministers
in all the churches referred to the teirible
cnlamity Sunday. and asked their people to
pray that the unfortunate men might be
brought out alive,

At i o’clock the rescuers kuocked om the
pipe which runs through the gangway, but
received no responze. This & bad omen.
Had the imprisoned men heard the sonmds
they wonld bt ve responded by striking the
pipe. It is possible that they may be cut off
frosu the pipe, or they may be too weak to

to it

At 8 o'clock the rescuing pasly stauck a
wiass of wet sand, and forty-five additional
nien were sent in to remove it with buckets
as fast as it was thrown out,

At 9 o'clock an official report was received
&t the company's offlce here to the effect that
the rescuwng j arly were then within twenty
feet of the fatal chamber, and were bhoping
to reach the imprisoned msn by 11 o'clock.
"here wns still no responss to kuocks on the
pipe.

1 A M. The rescuers have just reached the
place where the men were supposed to be,
bat they are not there,

T'ba rascusrs are now pnshing their way ta
another part of the mine. Greataxcitamant
prevails. [t is feared all have perished.



Galveston Daily
Galveston, Texas
December 21,1885

THE GREAT MINE DISASTER
HOW THE DIRE CALAMITY HAPPENED

Twenty-four Miners Entombed in the Fatal Slope, with No Hope
of Rescuing the Victims Alive

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. — December 20

It has now been definitely decided that the disaster at slope of the
Susquehanna Coal company at Nanticoke was caused by the caving in of the roof
and the rushing in of a large body of water, which had accumulated on the
surface from natural drainage. This water brought with it a vast quantity of coal
dirt, which blocked the gangways and passages and cut off the escape of a
number of men in the upper lift. The caving-in was started by Oliver Winter, one
of the men now in the mines. The exact number of men imprisoned in the mine
cannot now be told but at 6 o’clock last evening it was believe twenty-nine
persons were in the mine. Of these, eighteen are Welsh, Irish or American and
the rest Polish or Hungarian Laborers.

Whether they are alive or dead can not be told. If they have been able to
obtain fresh air, they are undoubtedly alive, and there is good hope of rescuing
them Many experienced miners believed, however, that in their position they can
not get a new supply of air and that having exhausted that little was in the
workings they mush now be perishing from suffocation. Measures for the relief
of those still in the mine were begun as son as the other men had been brought to
the surface. At first little could be done, for the water was five feet deep and it
was impossible to commence digging away the sand and culm that blocked up
the gangway.

Last evening the water subsided, having all run off to the lower levels of
the mine, and effective work was commenced. Two gangs of men were set to
work excavating from different points toward which it is believed the men are.
One party, sixty strong, commenced work from the foot of the air shaft. This is
the nearest point to the men but great difficulties are encountered. There is not
hoisting apparatus at the air shaft and men and tools are sent down by a derrick.
Workers are obligated to throw behind them the material they excavate and this
hinders them, the gangway being blocked up at one end. They could get no



circulation of air until tubes were brought and air forced through them from a
compressor used for rock drills, to the place where the men are at work.

The rescuers were working with the greatest possible energy all night. The
thought that their comrades were perishing on the other side of the mass or rock,
sand and dirt, nerves every arm with giant strength. Gangs are relieved every
four hours and sixty men have been constantly at work since Saturday at 6 p.m.
Last evening it was believed they had penetrated to within fifty or sixty feet
from where the imprisoned men are. Another party is working from the
direction of the slope toward the same point. They have further to go, but have
better facilities, as the air is pure and they have powerful hoisting engines to
carry out the excavated materials. Whether the men can be reached in time to
save any lives can not be told. There is little ground for hope, but the efforts will
not be abandoned until the fate of the imprisoned men are determined. The
people of Nanticoke are now in the greatest excitement and nothing is thought of
or talked of but the disaster. Business is partially suspended and the colliery is
surrounded by hundreds of persons, among who are many relatives of the
imprisoned men eager to learn who the work goes on below and to gain hope
that their friends may be rescued.

Officials of the company make the statement that there are twenty-four
men in the fatal slope, not twenty-nine, as was generally understood. They state
further that the disaster was precipitated by the collapse of the passage way of a
tunnel to the extent of five feet, causing a depression, which brought down in the
tunnel a twenty ton vein of lake quicksand. The vacuum created by this break
caused an arch and through a heavy fissure in the roof a mass of culm estimated
at 5000 tons with the contents of a pond of water overhead, containing over
20,000,000 gallons, poured in, flooding both No. 1 and 2 slopes and choking up
the tunnel and carrying with it fifty-two miners who were at work there. Of these
men, twenty-four were in all probability caught before they could gain the
chambers and they are supposed to be in this quicksand.

At 11:30 a message was brought from the pit in which the relief party
were at work. The messenger reported to General Superintendent Irving A.
Sterns that the men were still working vigorously, but that they had not yet
reached the imprisoned miners. From the present outlook it is doubtful if they
can gain an entrance to the fatal slope chamber before tomorrow. Almost as fast
as the sand is removed, it fills in again, and the men are now laboring under
great difficulties.



Morning Oregonian
December 20, 1885

LITTLE HOPE OF SAVING
THE IMPRISONED MINERS

WILKES-BARRE, DEC. 19 —

The outlook at No. 1 slope this morning is frightful. Mine Inspector Williams
says that if the men can be reached in eighteen hours, they will be found alive. Total
excavation will not occur before then. The chance of rescue this morning is very slim
from the fact that the air circle has been broken. This was ascertained by the second
rescuing party working at the opposite end from the first party in Slope No. 1.

Superintendent Morgan finds that there are sixty-seven feet of quicksand, culm,
and earth to be dug away. This is wedged between the mine timbers, which have
sprung inward and crossed presenting an almost insurmountable barrier. The shifts are
now changed every two hours but the culm and quicksand by its very nature fills in the
places of that which were taken out before. It is feared it will require five of six days to
dig through. This ends all hope of rescuing the twenty-nine men imprisoned, who it is
believed died within the first twelve hours of suffocation. Sixteen English, Irish, and
Welshmen, thirteen Polanders and Hungarians are now known to be entombed in the
chamber of death.

CAUSE OF THE DISASTER

It has been definitely decided that the disaster at Slope No. 1 of the Susquehanna
Coal Company, Nanticoke was caused by the caving in of the roof and the rushing in of
a large body of water which had accumulated on the section from natural drainage. The
water brought with it a vast quantity of coal dirt, which blocked the gangways and
passages and cut off the escape on a number of men in the upper lift. The cave-in was
caused by a blast of one of the men now in the mine. The exact number of men
imprisoned cannot even now be exactly told but at 6 o’clock this evening it was
believed on what seemed good grounds that twenty-nine persons were in the mine. Of
these, eighteen are Welsh, Irish, or American, and the rest are Polish or Hungarian
laborers. Whether they are alive or dead cannot be told. If they have been enabled to
obtain fresh air they are undoubtedly still alive and there is good hope of recovering
them. Many experienced miners believe however, that in their position, they cannot get
any new supply of air and that having exhausted what little was in the workings they
must now be perishing from suffocation.



RELIEF WORK

Measures for the relief of those still in the mine were begun as soon as the other
men had been brought to the surface. At first little could be done for the water was five
feet deep, and it was impossible to begin digging away the quicksand and culm which
blocked up the gangway. Last evening, however, the water subsided, having run off to
the lower levels of the mine and relief work was commenced in earnest.

Two gangs of men were set to work excavating from different points, to where it
is believed the men are. One party, sixty strong, commenced work from the foot of the
air shaft. This is the nearest point to the place where the men are, and great difficulties
are encountered. There is no hoisting apparatus at the air shaft, and men and tools are
sent down by derrick. The workers are obliged to throw behind them the material they
excavated and this hinders them. The gangway being blocked up at one end, they could
get no circulation of air until tubes were brought up and air forced through them from
the compressor used for rock drills to the place where the men are at work.

The workers are working with the greatest possible energy tonight. The thought
that their comrades are perishing on the other side of the mass of rock and dirt nerves
every arm with grand strength. The gangs are relieved every four hours and sixty men
have been constantly at work since last evening. At 6 o’clock last evening it was
believed they had penetrated the within fifty or sixty feet of where the imprisoned men
are.

Another party was working from the direction of the slope towards the same
point. They have further to go but have better facilities. There is ground for hope, but
efforts will not be abandoned until the fate of the imprisoned men is determined.

GREAT EXCITEMENT

The people or Nanticoke are in the greatest excitement and nothing is thought of
or talked of but the disaster. Business is partially suspended and the colliery is
surrounded by hundreds of persons, among whom are many relatives of the
imprisoned men, eager to learn how the work goes on below and to gain hope that their
friends may be rescued.

Officials of the company state this evening that there are twenty-four men in the
fatal slope, not twenty-nine as generally understood. They state further that the disaster
was precipitated by collapse of the passageway of the tunnel to the extent of five feet,
causing a depression which brought down into the tunnel a twenty foot vein of lake
quicksand. The vacuum created by this break created an arch and through a heavy
fissure in the roof, a mass of culm, estimated at 6,000 tons with the contents of a pond of
water overhead, containing over 20,000,000 gallons, pouring in, flooding both No. 1
and No. 2 slopes, and breaking up the tunnel and carrying with it fifty-two miners who
were are work there. Of these men twenty-four were in all probability caught before
they could gain the chambers that pitched upwards and they are supposed to be in this
quicksand and culm.
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Three O’clock, A.M

December 19 1885.

APPALLING CALAMITY

Thirty Men Entombed in a Flooded Mine

The Disaster Occurs at Nanticoke Yesterday
It is Caused by an Opened Seams Allowing the Water to
Run in the Slope

THE WORK OF RESCUE

Heroic Efforts Being Made to Save the Victims

Their Fate Not Yet Decided, but it is Believed they may be Reached
Alive - Great Excitement Prevailing

Dispatch to the Gazette and Bulletin

WILKES-BARRE, Dec. 18. - Later advices from Nanticoke state that the men
employed on the rock work in the No. 1 shaft are reported to have been imprisoned in
the upper lifts of the rapid rising of the water. Several miners entered the slope at three
o’clock with boats and will use every *** to reach the men. There is considerable
excitement among those at the mouth of the slope, who are anxiously awaiting the
return of the rescuing party.

LATER PARTICULARS

The disaster at Nanticoke is more appalling than was at first anticipated. The
theory that the water broke through the bed of the river has been dispelled by the fact
that the place whence the water came is over 4000 feet from the Susquehanna. In tracing
the water, it was discovered that it flowed from a pool on the surface in which it had
collected from some springs near by. The water had then followed the rock to a fault in
the seam which was the first outlet for it. It then ran into the gangway and the slopes
and then to the lower working of No. 1 slope. When the water was discovered rushing
into the slope there were nearly 1000 men and boys at work up the various openings,
but at the particular spot where the water first appeared there were not over 30 persons
at work at the time. It is reported that there are now about 20 men in the face of one of
the gangways who are shut in by the water and rubbish that have accumulated in the



west gangway of the second lift of the seam. It is impossible to say what their fate will
be. Rescuing parties are now following the face of the chambers of that part of the
gangway which is filled with water and rubbish with the hopes of reaching the men
some time during the night. Officials say there is no danger of suffocation, as they will
get plenty of air from the faces of the chambers that are not filled with water and
rubbish. Pumps were put into operation this evening. They have a capacity of removing
3000 gallons of water per minute, and it is expected that the mine will be clear by
Monday next. Old miners are of the opinion that the men who are shut up will be
rescued alive.

THE IMPRISONED MINERS

The names of the entombed men as far as can be learned are Oliver, Frank, and William
Rivler (brothers), William Clifford, William Donahue, William Eiga, Isaac Sharps, Daniel
Lanarty, John Shutt, John Hawks, John Labar, August Vitual, Edward Hargraves, John
Shinsky, Abram Lewis, and Edward Mathias.

At ten o’clock this evening, it is believed that there are fully thirty men in the slope but
no other names can be given. The company is making every possible effort to reach the
imprisoned men. The pumps are now at work and new ones are being rapidly put up.
Another force of men has been sent down the air shaft that will endeavor to cut through
to the spot where the imprisoned men are believed to be. This work will be kept up all
night and day until the fate of the men is known.
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