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Accident at the Lance Colliery of the Lehigh and Wilkes-Rarre ( 'oal
Company

On May 5th at 11.4 ( 1 A. M. in the Hillman vein seam, 14 tunnel,
shaft level, Lance Colliery, an explosion of dynamite occurred by
which the foUowing persons were instantly killed :

Edward Gallagher, Irish, miner ; John Phillips, Polish , laborer ; the
following persons fatally injured : Thomas Cummings, American, run -
ner ; Edward Thomas, Welsh, driver ; Felix Smith, Polish , laborer.

Gallagher and his two laborers were back a considerable distance
from the face of the gangway. Gallagher stood at the entrance of
the gangway, or at the terminus of the tunnel ; Phillips, his laborer,
was at the box, where dynamite and caps were stored ; Smith was
inside, a distance of about 35 feet, when a terrific explosion occurred .
Gallagher was killed by shock. Phillips’ body was badly mutilated .
Smith was burned on the face, arms and body, and received a punc-
tured wound in the pectoral region, and a fracture of thigh and
elbow, lie died at Mercy Hospital May 7. Cummings died at the
Hospital May (5. Edward Thomas died at the City Hospital May 5.

No one who was in tin * immediate vicinity could give a positive
statement how the accident occurred. At the inquest held in the
town hall in Plymouth borough. May !), the following persons testi-
fied :

Thomas Davis, being sworn, and examined by Mine Inspector
I tavis:

Q. Where do you work, Mr. Davis ?
A . I work in No. 11.
Q. Company work or miner ?
A . Miner.
Q. What part of the Hillman vein do you work in ?
A . In the Outlet .
Q. How soon after the explosion did you arrive on the scene ?
A. Just as ( ] uick as I could run down, three minutes or something

like that.
Q. Did you have any conversation with any of those men who w e r e

hurt ?
A. No.
Q. Did they say anything to you ?
A . No ; only Cummings asked me for help, to let him know where

lie was, and I told him lie was in the tunnel by the gangway,

him to be quiet there a little bit . and 1 went to see what I could do.
Q. Did you get into the gangway at all ?
A . No, sir ; I did not go any further in .

What do you think ( lx * cause of the disaster was ?
A . f don’t know.

Told

Q. Haven't you any idea ?
A . J was working in t h e f a c e. The laborer said. "Tom , t h e r e is

something wrong, let us go down to sec what is the matter.”
Q. How long have you worked in the mim s. Mr. Davis ?
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A. Wel l ; 1 am working ' a the mines s ince I was about e igh t years
o ld.

Q. I low old are von now ?
A. 1- i f tv-seven ( he f i r s t of las t March.

t

Q. How many years have yon worked in gaseous mines ?
A. Eighteen years in ( he old count ry, wi th a safe ty lamp.
Q. And how many years in caseous mines in th i s count ry ?
A. Wel l I am in Plymouth , and I only worked in Not t ingham and

No. 11 s ince 'SO. 1 worked s ix years in Not t ingham and the res t
in No. 11.

Q. Then yon worked JG years in gaseous mines. Can yon te l l us
in your opin ion, whether or not, th i s was a gas or dynami te explo-
s ion ?

A. No ; I cannot te l l you exac t ly, because I don' t know. 1 have not
worked so much wi th the gian t powder, un t i l here la te ly.

Q. Where you ever in an explos ion ?
A. I was not in an explos ion, bu t I have seen the ef fec t s of ex-

p los ions.
Q. I Iow did the ef fec t s of th i s d isas te r compare wi th the disas te r

of an explos ion of gas ?
A. I t was noth ing to compare.
Q. Wel l jus t te l l us the di f fe rence be tween an explos ion of gas and

the explos ion tha t occur red t in1 o ther day.
A. Wel l ; the rea l explos ion of gas, you can smel l the ef fec t of

i t fo r some t ime af te r, bu t in th i s one, there was noth ing hard ly
wi th in an hour af te r i t.

Q. Wel l , was there any ?
A . I could not smel l any.

t

Mr. Joseph Lewis sworn. Examined by Mine Inspec tor Davis.
Q. Where do you work, Mr. Lewis?
A . In t in * Out le t .
Q. Whore were you on t in * day of the acc ident ?
A. In the Out le t , s i t t ing down in heading.
Q. Did you fee l the shock ?
A . Yes, s i r.
Q. Now soon af te r the shock did you appear a t the scene?
A . I was down there in less than f ive minutes.
Q. Did you hold conversa t ion wi th any of the men ?
A. Wel l ; Mr. McIntyre was hold ing Tom Cummings, and the head

dr iver boss went to speak to him. I went there in p lace of Mr. Mc-
In tyre, and I asked him if he knew what happened, and he sa id he
didn’t know.

Q. I Iow many persons were there to do rescue work a t tha t t ime?
I Iow many bes ide Mr. McIntyre and yourse l f ?

* • *
A . Only my laborer and Mr. Davis' laborer. When we were

coming down wo were fa l l ing over one th ing and another. Evan
Jenkins hol lowed “ I l ave you any l igh ts?" “Yes ;’’ and he sa id “for
Hod’s sake put them out ." So \ smothered my lamp.

Q. Did you ask Mr. Cummings what was the cause of the acc ident ?
A. I Hid when I went to change Mr. McIntyre.
( ). What did he say?
A . He didn’t know. Asked him if he saw any f i re. l i e sa id no.
Q. I Iow long have you worked in gaseous mines, Mr. Lewis ?
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A. Nine years in No. 11.

i'

Q. Do you know the after-effects of an explosion ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How (lid this compare with tile after effects, which you have

already experienced.
A . It was different altogether.
Q. What in your opinion was the cause of this accident ?
A. From the time it first went oil it puzzled me. It didn’t go off

like an explosion of gas.
Q. Do you think the dynamite exploded ?
A . Yes ; I do think the dynamite exploded.
Q. Mr. Lewis, you stated you have a knowledge of gas. If there

was 130 feet or 50 feet, as Mr. Gallagher said, of gas in the place
that he was working, what would be the effect of it in the Outlet
where you were working?

A. I don’t think it would go down that far. I am sure the bovs
out there would have been roasted.

Q. Suppose there was an accumulation of gas in that section,
where would the gas have been in all probability ?

A. In the face I should think.

By Juror Gallagher :
Q. Do you think it would make two reports?
A. I think the way the thing went olf , that if gas exploded it would

surely make another explosion.
Q. You know if the gas exploded there would be a concussion.
A. It would not go so quick.
Mr. Samuel Mdntvre sworn. Examined bv All*. Berge:
Q. Do vou work in the Lance Colliery, Mr. Mdntvre ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What position do you fill ?
A. Brattieeman.
Q. Were you working the day these men were killed ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where you into the place ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you there the day before the accident ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long previous to the accident ?
A. I was just coming out when the boys were eating their dinner.
Q. How long before it occurred ?
A. The boys were eating their dinner when I came down, and they

wanted me to eat dinner with them.
Q. Then you were in there the day before the accident occurred ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You think about five minutes before?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were in this particular place where these men were work-

ing ?
A. No, sir ; I just passed the place.
Q. Did you see these men ?
A. I saw three of them. I think that Gallagher was down with us

in the morning.
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Examined In Mine 1 aspec tor Davis :
Q. Did vou a ] > ] > c*a i- o i l t in * scene immedia te ly af te r explos ion ?
A . Ves, s i r : I was the f i r s t f rom the outs ide.
Q. Did von have a t iv conversa t ion wi th a t iv of the men tha t were

in jured ?
A . Yes, s i r.
Q. Did von ask them how it occur red ?
A . I d id a dozen t imes. I asked Thomas Cummings. 1 la id under

tha t hoy a l l the t ime ami held him up.
D. And what was his rep ly ?
A . l i e to ld me when t in * ca rs came down thev s t ruck r i"l i t in the• O

door. He sa id tha t when the dr iver went to pul l the spra t s out,
tha t was a l l he knew. 1 asked him if he saw any f i re. l i e knew
noth in".

Q. Did he compla in about be iu" burned ?
A. Xo, s i r.
< 2. Was he burned accord ing to your idea ?
A . Xo, s i r ; no t tha t 1 could see ; there was not a ha i r on him

singed .
O. Have you ever fe l t the af te r-e f fec t s of an explos ion in any col -

l i e ry in your exper ience ?
A . Yes, s i r ; 1 have* been there 22 years. I sen t my but ty to "et

safe ty lamps to the shanty for fear. A "rent many tha t unders tand
"as do not unders tand dump.

Q. Mr. McIntyre, accord ing to your idea , what do you suppose the
cause of the explos ion was ?

A . I be l ieve i t was powder, because* f rom t in * t ime I went down
there I could fee l no ef fec t s of a f te r -damp at a l l. 1 was sa t i s f ied
when I "ot down there tha t there was no af te r-damp, and I s tuck
to t in * boy. I never went fur ther ; never passed where t in * boy was.

Other wi tnesses tes t i f ied tha t the box whore t in * dynami te was
s tored was smashed to kiudl in" wood , and the manure heap in c lose
proximi ty, which conta ined dynami te to be thawed out. was
sca t te red in every di rec t ion. St icks of dynami te tha t d id not ex -
p lode were ly in" promiscuous ly about t in * "an"way. Upon an in -
ves t iga t ion of the acc ident and in the examina t ion of the wi tnesses,

who worked close to t in * scene of the disas te r, and others who ar-
r ived a t the scene of the d isas te r immedia te ly af te r i t s occur rence,
I came to the conclus ion tha t f lu * acc ident was caused by an explo-
s ion of dynami te, bu t by whom and in what manner, could not be
ascer ta ined.

The verd ic t of the jury af te r meet ing in t in * town hal l on the Dth
and 22d days of May, A . D. 1004 : “ Upon view of the body of Edward
Gal layher then and there ly in" dead , and upon t in * oa ths of ( '. D.
Ual la"her. Michae l F inn. James McFadden , John Don ,"her ty, James
O'Donnel l , David T. Ur i l l i lhs, "ood and lawful men of the county of
Luzerne, who bei i i" sworn on the par t of t in * Commonweal th , how,
when and af te r what manner the sa id Edward Gal lagher came'to his
dea th , do say tha t the sa id Edward Gal lagher, ca i rn * to h is dea th and
we t in * ju ry do fur ther say tha t f rom the c i rcumstances connec ted
wi th f lu * case and the evidence tha t f lu* a foresa id Edward Gal la"her
came to his dea th f rom shock and burns, f rom an explos ion of "as, in
t in * Hi l lman vein , Lance Xo. I I mine, of the Lehi"h and Wilkes- Harre
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( I o n 1 ; t l I M y n l o u t h , l*;i M u % 5t l i . 1!)!) 4 , n n d w e t h r j m y < l o f u r t h e r
s u y j h u l t I n * d e n t i l o f t l u * a f o r e s n i d E d w a r d ( iallu^luT* w o u l d n o t h a v e
o c c u r r e d i u s u o i i m a n n e r i f ( l i t * L e h i g h a n d W i l k e s- B a r r e C o a l C o.
l i a d e o n i ] d i e d w i t h S e c t i o n l o. A r t i c l e 1 0 o f t l i e A n t h r n c i t e M i n e
L a w s, J u n o 2 n d , 1S!) 1 , a n d a m e n d m e n t t o S e c l i o n 1 0, A r t i c l e 1 0, o f
t i n* 1 2 0 1 l i o f A p r i l , 1 S!1!I.

( ’n r o n e r, \Y . I I . B E B C E.
•I u r o r s :

dames ( )' l t unne l ] ,
dames F. MeFudden,
Michae l F i l in ,

< '. 1 > . Ca l l a j jhe r,

Jtdin 1 lonelier I v.
! > . T. Br i l i i ths.''

C O X D I T I O N O F F O L L I F B I E S

L E H J C I I A N D W I L K E S- R A R R E C O A L C O M P A N Y

X o l t i n u l i a n i c o l l i e r y. L a n c e c o l l i e r y, R e y n o l d s c o l l i e r y , W a n i n i i e
N o. 1 8 a n d W a n a m i e X o. I 'd, c o n d i t i o n e o o d a s t o s a f e t y, d r a i n a g e
a m l v e i l1 i l a t i o n.

D E L A W A R E A N D H E D S O N C O M P A N Y

P l y m o u t h X o. 2, P l y m o u t h N o.
a n d P o s t o n , c o n d i t i o n <i o o d a s t o s a f e t y , d r a i n a g e a n d v e n t i l a t i o n .

P l y m o u t h X o. 4, P l y m o u t h X o.» >
» )

W E S T E N D ( 'H A L C O M P A N Y

W e s t K n d , i n s a f r r o n d i t i o n , d r a i n a g e j^o o d , v e n t i l a t i o n f a i r .

P L Y M O U T H C O A L C O M P A N Y

U o d s o n , c o n d i t i o n i »*ood a s t o s a f e t y, d r a i n a g e a n d v e n t i l a t i o n .

D E L A W A U K , L A C K A W A N N A A N D W E S T E R N U A I L U U A I ) I ’O M P A N Y

W o o d w a r d a n d A v o n d a l e , c o n d i t i o n ^U D I I a s t o s a f e t y , d r a i n a g e
a n d v r n t i l a t i o n .

P A R R I S H C O A L C O M P A N Y

P a r r i s h a n d l > n ( ( o n w o o d. c o n d i t i o n "*ood a s ( o s a f e t y, d r a i n a g e
a n d v e n t i l a t i o n.

K 1 N OS TO N C O A L C O M P A N Y

K i n g s t o n X o. 2 a n d K i n g s t o n X o.

j^ o o d , v e n t i l a t i o n f a i r.
( J a y l o r d , i n s a l V c o n d i i i o n , d r a i n a g e a n d v e n t i l a t i o n f a i r.

, i n s a f e r e n d i t i o n, d r a i n a g e• >
* >


