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Accident at the Lance Collicry of the Lehigh and Wilkes-Barre Coal
Company

On May 5th at 11.40 A. M. in the Hillman vein seam, 14 tunnel,
shaft level, Lance Colliery, an explosion of dynamite occurred by
which the following persons were instantly killed:

Edward Gallagher, Ivish, miner; John Phillips, Polish, laborer; the
following persons fatally injured: Thomas Cununings, American, run-
ner; Edward Thomas, Welsh, driver; Felix Smith, Polish, laborer.

Gallagher and his two laborers were back a considerable distance
from the face of the gangway. Gallagher stood at the entrance of
the gangway, or at the terminus of the tunnel; Philtips, his laborer,
was at the box, where dynamite and caps were stored; Smith was
inside, a distance of about 35 feet, when a terrific explosion occurred.
Gallagher was killed by shock. Phillips’ body was badly mutilated.
Smith was burned on the face, arms and body, and received a pune-
tured wound in the pectoral region, and a fracture of thigh and
elbow. He died at Mervey Hospital May 7. Cummings died at the
Hospital May 6. Edward Thomas died at the City Hospital May 5.

No one who was in the immediate vicinity could give a positive
statement how the accident occurred. At the inquest held in the
town hall in Plymonth borough, May 9, the following persons testi-
fied:

Thomas Davis, being sworn, and examined by Mine Inspector
Davis:

Q. Where do yvou work, Mr. Davis?

AL T work in No. 11,

Q. Company work or miner?

AL Miner.

Q. What part of the Tillman vein do you work in?

AL In the Outlet.

Q. How soon after the explosion did you arrive on the scene?

AL Just as quick as T eould run down, three minutes or something
like that.

Q. Did you have any conversation with any of those men who were
et ?

A. No.

Q. Did they say anvthing to vou?

AL Noj only Cummings asked me for hielp, to tet him know where
he was, and 1 told him he was in the tunoel by the gangway.  Told
him to be quict there a little bit, and T went to sce what T conld do.

Q. Did you get into the gangway at all?

AL No, sirs I did not go any fuarther in.

Q. What do you think the canse of the disasier was?

AL T'don't know.

Q. Haven't you any idea?

AT was working in the face. The laborer said, “Tom, there is
something wrong, let us go down to sce what is the matter.”

Q. ITow long have you worked in the mincs, Mr. Davis?


Rob
Highlight


264 REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MINES Off. Doc.

A. Well; T am working "n the mines since I was about eight years
old.

Q. How old are you now?

AL Lifty-seven the first of last March.

(¢. HHow many years have yon worked in gascous mines?

AL Eighteen years in the old country, with a satety lamp.

Q. And how many years in gascous mines in this country?

A. Well T am in Plymouth, and I only worked in Nottingham and
No. 11 since 'S6. 1 worked six years in Nottingham and the rest
in No. 11.

Q. Then you worked 36 vears in gaseons mines. Can yvou tell us
in your opinion, whether or not, this was a gas or dynamite explo-
sion?

AL Noj Ieannot tell you exactly, because I don’t know. I have not
worked so much with the giant powder, nntil here lately.

Q. Where you ever in an explosion?

A. 1T was not in an explosion, but I have seen the effects of ex-
plosions.

Q. How did the effeets of this disaster compare with the disaster
of an explosion of gas?

A It was nothing to compare.

Q. Well just tell us the ditference between an explosion of gas and
the explosion that occurred the other day.

AL Welly the real explosion of gas, yvou can smell the effect of
it for some time after, but in this one, there was nothing hardly
within an hour after it.

Q. Well, was there any?

AL T could not smell any.

Mr. Joseph Lewis sworn.  Examined by Mine Inspector Davis.

Q. Where do yvou work, Mr. Lewis?

A. In the Outlet.

Q. Where were you on the day of the accident?

AL In the Outlet, sitting down in heading.

Q. Did you feel the shock?

AL Yes, sir.

Q. TTow soon after the shock did yvon appear at the scene?

A T was down there in less than five minutes.

Q). Did you hold conversation with any of the men?

A Welly Mec Melntyre was holding Tom Cummings, and the head
driver hoss went to speak to him. 1 went there in place of Mr. Me-
Intyre, and T asked him if he knew what happened, and he said he
didn’t know.

Q. How many persons were there to do rescue work at that time?
How many beside Mr. Melntyre and yourself?

AL Only my Iaborer and Mr., Davis® taborer.  When we were
coming down we were falling over one thing and another.  Evan
Jenkins hollowed ~Have vou any Hghts?” “Yes;” and he said “for
Yod's sake put them out.”  No T smothered my Lamp.

Q. Did yvou ask Mr. Cummings what was the cause of the accident?

Ao T did when T went to change Mr. Melntyvre.

). What did he say?

AL He didn’t know.  Asked him if he saw any fire. e said no.

Q. How long have vou worked in gascous mines, Mr. Lewis?
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A. Nine years in No. 11.

Q. Do you know the after-effects of an explosion?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did this compare with the after effects, which you have
already experienced.

A. It was ditferent altogether.

Q. What in your opinion was the cause of this accident?

A. From the time it first went olf it puzzled me. It didn’t go oft
like an explosion of gas.

Q. Do you think the dynamite exploded?

A. Yes; I do think the dynamite exploded.

Q. Mr. Lewis, vou stated vou have a knowledge of gas. If there
was 130 feet or 30 feet, as Mr. Gallagher said, of gas in the place
that he was working, what would be the effeet of it in the Outlet
where vou were working?

A. 1 don’t think it would go down that far. I am sure the boys
out there would have been roasted.

Q. Suppose there was an accumulation of gas in that section,
where would the gas have been in all probability?

A. In the face I should think.

By Juror Gallagher:

Q. Do you think it would make two reports?

A. I think the way the thing went off, that if gas exploded it would
surely make another explosion.

Q. You know if the gas exploded there would be a concussion.

A. It would not go so quick.

Mr. Samuel MeIntyre sworn.  Examined by Mr. Berge:

Q. Do you work in the Lance Colliery, Mr. McIntyre?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What position do you fill?

A. Bratticeman.

Q. Were yvou working the day these men were killed?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where you into the place?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were vou there the day before the accident?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long previous to the accident?

A. I was just coming out when the boyvs were cating their dinner.

Q. How long before it occurred?

A. The boys were eating their dinner when I came down, and they
wanted me to eat dinner with them.

Q. Then you were in there the day before the aceident occurred?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You think about five minutes before?

AL Yes, sir.

Q. You were in this particular place where thiese men were work-
ing?

A. No, sir; I just passed the place.

Q. Did you see these men?

A. I'saw three of them. T think that Gallagher was down with us
in the morning.
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Examined hy Mine Tnspector Davis:

Q. Did you appear on the scene immediately after explosion?
- Yescsivo I was the first from the outside.

Q. Did yon have any conversation with any of the men that were
injured?

AL Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ask them how it ocenrred?

AL Ldid a dozen times. T asked Thomas Cuommings. 1 laid under
that hoyv all the time and held him up.

Q. And what wax his reply?

AL ITe told me when the cars came down they struck right in the
door. Tle said that when the driver went to pull the sprags out,
that was all he knew. T asked him it he saw any fire.  He knew
nothing.

Q. Did he complain abount being burned?

A. No, sir.

Q. Was he burned according to yvour idea?

Ao No, sir: not that T could see:; there was not a hair on him
singed.

Q. TLave you ever felt the after-effects of an explosion in any col-
liery in your experience?

AL Yes, sir; U have been there 32 vears. 1 sent my butty to get
safety lamips to the shanty for fear. A great many that understand
cas do not understand damp.

Q. Mr. McIntyre, according to vour idea, what do yvou snppose the
canse of the explosion was?

AL T believe it was powder, because from the time T went down
there T could feel no effects of after-damp at all. T was satisfied
when I got down there that there was no after-damp, and T stuck
to the boy. T never went further; never passed where the boy was.

Other witnesses testified that the box where the dynamite was
stored was smashed to kindling wood, and the manure heap in close
proximity, which contained dynamite to be  thawed out, was
scattered in every divection.  Sticks of dyvnamite that did not ex-
plode were Iyving promiscuounsly about the gangway.  Upon an in-
vestigation of the aceident and in the examination of the witnesses,
who worked close to the scene of the disaster, and others who ar-
rived at the scene of the disaster immediately after its oceurrence,
[ came to the conclusion that the accident was caused by an explo-
ston of dynamite, but by whom and in what manner, could not be
ascertained.

The verdiet of the jury after meeting in the town hall on the 9th
and 223d days of May, .\ DL 1904: = Upon view of the body of Edward
Gallagher then and there lving dead, and upon the oaths of . D.
Gallagher. Michael Finu, JJames MeFadden, John Dougherty, James
O Donnell, David T, Grifliths, good and lawful men of the county of
Luzerne, who heing sworn on the part of the Commonwealth, how,
when and after what manner the said Edward Gallagher came™to his
death, do say that the said Edward Gallagher, came to his death and
we the jury do further say that from the circomstances connected
with the cage and the evidenee that the aforesaid Kdward Gallagher
came to his death from shoek and burng, from an explosion of gas, in
the illman vein, Lanee No, 1 mine, of {he Lehieh and Wilkes-Bapre
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Coal Co.at Plymouth, Pa, May Sth, 1964, and we the jury do further
saythat the death of the aforesaid Edward Gatlagher would not have
ocenrred in suel manner it the Lehigh and Wilkes-Barre Coal Co.
ad complied with Section 15, Article 10 of the Anthracite Mine
Laws, June 2ud, 1891, and amendment to Seetion 10, Arlicle 10, of
the 20th of April, 18949,
Coroner, WU Il BERGI.
Jurors:

James O'Donnell,

James 10 Melfadden,

Michael Finn,

. D Gallagher,

John Dougherty,

DT Grithihs”

CONDITION OF COLLIERTES

LEHIGH AND WILKES-BARRE COAL COMPANY
Nottingham colliery, Lance colliery, Reynolds colliery, Waniniie
No. I8 and Wanamie No. 19, condition good as to safety, drainage
and ventilation.
DELAWARIEI AND HUDSON COMPANY

Plymonth No. 2, Plvimouth No. 3, Plymenth No. 4, Plyvinouth No. 5
and Boston, condition good as 1o safety. drainage and ventilation,

WEST END COAL COMPANY

West End, in safe condition, drainage good, ventilaiion fair.

PLYMOUTII COAL COMPANY

Podson, condition cood as to satfetyv, dirainage and ventilation,

DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA AND WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY
Woodward and Avondale, condition good as to safety, drainage
and ventilation.
PARRISI COAL COMPANY
P:avish and Battonwood. condition good asx {o safefy, drainage
and ventilation.
KINGSTON COAL COMPANY

Kingston No. 2 and Ningston No. 30 in safe condition, drainage
vood, ventilation fair.
Gavlord, in safe condition, drainage and ventilation fair.



