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3tlreau of IUnes Car 7.

lIr. J.J. ,o:r'-.'•.SUp&J"f1 ••• ·~r<f'~S.
U. 3. B1n"_ ot'JlI •••••••. 'Por•• Stree'_
PUts'blu'&'t; . Pi~ . ,.' .

In Ti_ of the above oirowu_ance., we would. like to BUggeS'
that 10'1 wi'hold the prelim1Da17 report until we 0&1lgive J'OU a note 01l the
loroner. find"" a' the blqu••t, whioh a. }'OIl len-, 1s to be conducted1l"i":
FeHaaQ' l.tt ..



-
Bureauof MlnesCar 7,

Dear llr. Forbes:

Mr. J.J. Forbes, SuparvislDgEngineer I.S.
U.S. Bureauof Mines, 4800 'orbes Street,
il ttsburgb, Pa.

Regarding the inquest relatiye to the Xingaw.OSrebOnta,
mlne e:zplosion, wish to adyise that the Coroner's JurJ!whlc was condncted
before Justlce-of-the-Peaoe G.R. 'J'right, at Klngatcm.71e."Va. Frlda7, Feb-
1"118171st, exonerated t~ c~ of all re,pouiba.l1t7 in. ConnectiODwith the
e:zpl08ion. .

ne Jury findings were that the esploaion .••• cause" from III
ignltlOD of ga•• whieb r8sultecl in a 88s and coal dult explo.ion •. But they
were unable to de'el'llline, frcIa the eYidencegiv81lat the inque.t, the origin
of the explo.loa. Hawver, 1t was brought out in the inquelt that there were
34 atius ot ,a,( Gelatin exploliyee use" in shootiD« the rock, of whichwe
_tiol18d ill 01U' letter to 7- of J8DI181'7 30, anetU .e. to be the pJl8nl
OpilliODthat the .hot .••• fired about tbe ti_ .tbe e%p10810noocurn4; q4 cUd
ha.e somethingto do "i th pro~t1Dg the explaaiOll.

Aa 701l will recall, in our letter to 1ft of JaJIJ1ar7 30, we
expre••ed the opl1lioJlthat from our oba.nationa, the e%plo.lOlloriginated at
the place where the .hotw_ fired on the .rock, and that it ft_ plre17 a dust
e%p10sion. But now, in vi•• of tile •• idence that wa. given at the inque.t, aDd
tbe finding- of the Jo.J07._ aight auae.t, fo.• 70Ur couideration. in writiD«
the prelim1U17 report, UJlderh.adiDS "Ifatun ot 4i••• t.1"" a p. &D4 ooal dust
&%plo.ia, strea.iDS the faot, that in 0Ul' opiniOll, the ahot 414 pla7 Ul im-
portant pan iJl the e:z.plos~OD,and such praotioea Ihould.be d!8contiDUed.

In mal11ugthe prelimiD8l'7 report to 70U the other da7 we
left out the name. of the State and COIDll8lQ'offioials whotook part ill the re-
covery opera.ion., and whowere .0 oourteOllsto '1018 duriDlrthe iDYest1gationof
the explo.lon. So we are ino1uding them.1n this letter.

Mr. R.JI:i r.mbie, Chief of the ::Ieat Virginia Departmentof Mines,
Yr. ZackEvana, D1strict Inspector, " " "
Robert Lil17, " . " " "
Charles Forrester, " " " "
C.O.Uorria, Satet7 Director ~ " "
Mr. R.H. ~ile7, General Supt. Kingston pocahontas Coal Co.
Mr. F.R. Morton, Division" " " ""
JIr. W.D. lfuDn. !line Supt.
J4r. B.':I. Tygert. MineForenan.

CJlJf-. 'rh8 pre1111liJl&l7report t. be _1184 Ii.1Ir. Wl.1lari. Gen'l. I!gl". f,
. of the Kingston Pocahcntas Coal Co. NewYork, or Mr. Holle7, Alst. Gen'l ••••

Mgr. sameaddress•. I mention lIr. Holle7 because he wa_ preaent and in the min.
during our 1DYestigation, and I explained tOmhl1.1JIlthat a COW0 the eport would
be mailed to their general office. "J.4A,.)-

Ve!'7t1"l117yours, esa. ae.rd,

"
"
"
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~GBTQ...~~W, Y~/."Jan. 26 (A. P.)-
;TW;ive miners were known to be dead
and two were unaccounted for to-night
~fOllOWing'an explosion In the. mine of
the'r.Kl.ngston: Pocahontas ..CoaF Com-
,p4wt¥ere early tOday:-"Siity-n1ne-m~ii

r 1~~~~,t.4ewo~~Jngs'lU1d fiftY-f1ve of
•..~j:~ped';, ". . . . . . ," .
I' .··;~p.&'Wlll'ket.!l who foun~ the bpd1t!!1.i
I.....o~:~ .....~'-:tWeliVe.....men-. belie.Vf!4;th.e.,..two '. .
-1im1Ssi~': \vOr,ke~~.' hlld \ lIeT1shed, ...The !'.'

;.~~.;~~ted·,!~I)l!lCQrChe¢. and 'in; ...
~." • ~anoes:ba.<U'· bur,ned.' .: ..~~··t; ~~~~~:::=;:~<~~,,~.~•

·."S1d.'.cW.~'J!1(}unta1n ..\
~wa ~Ftwo" '.':<'.(;:,'::' -,
.~,:~}tl'



: The fillDgtiIM ••••• i1LFW !iDe QIl full.:l:t.t& and dQ' letterII. ud t!letlme ~~phtd' •••.•• Ol'l all

'.&eCeivedat~" ~., Cor.7th Ave." SuritJdield:;St ••, " : '. !Pa. ' "

~JHNA43 29 COLLECT GOVT=W! LL!AM~~Wy\rft~ k ,~'9l- "_,,.m'F!5~Y~.Mx
:~--~",,~..'. . ,--"~ r-,Ji~~!:28 vi..•...'· J

G H MCCAA= ".. \" ". "; .. .
"U; BUREAU OF MINES 4800 F6~¥tTTSBURGH PEN~:o;,f~~.

INED CAR SEVEN THIS MORNjNG DELORME KY'ENROUTE
NUMBER FIVE MINE KINGSTON POCAHONTAS COAL COMPANY KINGSTQ.;~t - b~~ ..__ ~ ..__ m m •• __ ~_ •• •• m 1ft' - __:'. ,,<.~~.'

~::,WVIR STOP PROBABLE ~HR1VA.L TWO OCLOC~< THIS AFTEHNOON 3}":0'+fi»)1_
~_~~f>, .._,_,~,_,_ .._,~. .-, f-' j

~-..-- WASHINGTON NOTIF1ED=

, 

WE'STER 
"UNIO 

J. 

; The 

~i.ed at UIIJ~"ef \j....ercadYdlt.;\ .­

JHNA43 29 COLLECT 

\ G H MCCAA=.... 
~S BUREAU OF MINES 

INED CAR SEVEN THIS MORNlNG DELORME KY-ENROUTE EXPLOSI 

NUMBER FIVE M!N£ KINGSTON POCAHONTAS COAL COMPANY KINGST 

~:-WVl R STOP PROBABLE AHR 1VA.L TWO OCLOC~< THIS AFT EH NOON SJO'+lIJJIJ 
~_#1:f>, -. ..___.~__._.._.~. .- , fq- '--, j 

WASHINGTON NOTIFiED= 

FOR BES •• .; 



NEWCO •• lleARLTC!N. .• " ••••_HT J. C. WlLLEVER. PI"

~.~. TIre~ time "Ib()~ in •••• dMe lin6 Oll.to:I1-r&te __ and day lettes. ~ ~ iime of l'ElIleipt lit.delltination Ib~ .

•. ..~eaat~c;AtJl)DelCe Bhlg., tor. 7thAve. &: SmitLfieltiSt., Pitbhvrh.
~ HNA 15 WC'dt'lE CT GOVT =WELCHWV 1R 26 816A :_I. "... .' ·-~·--·I--·~··· __ ·~--~-_· __ ·__ ·_··

·us BURE:.a.u OF M1NES=!.
\J.U.J~·· .-' . .".' .'
?d·:?,l!·iI.f~i..~4800 FORBES ST PITT SBllRGH PE NN=i

~.~.~--~_.~-~_._~.~-_._. -~.~ ..~.~ ..~-_. -~.
~"'~ -',-

EXPLOSION KiNGSTON POCAHONTAS MINE NUMBER FJVE
~..... .. __ .-

'WESTVIRGINJA STOP SiXTY MEN REPORTED ENTOMBED STOP CAR
-

, •.• SEVEN LEAVING WELCHWESTVIRGIN&A siX AM SPECIAL TRAiN.

0~, 'c'ENROUT E KJ NGSTON WESTV· j RGIN J A STOP WASH 1NGTOr~ ADV J SE D;""~~~;"'~

~:REDYAHD.

T., SUREST AND SAFEST WAYTQ. MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

~.~. . . '" timU"b()~in.. '.' I'ElCeipt.t 
_ ..eaat~C;A-1IDItfCeBhlg., tor. 7t11Ave. SmitL&eId St., Pittshurgh, 
......~ HNA 15 WM'lECT GOVT =WELCH WV IR 26 816A : 
_If ". .. . .~.--.---.-.-.--.---~--.--.--.--< 
. . I 

US BURE:.a.u OF M1NES=!. 
\J.].J~' -' . ", > 

7d:;rl'Jf~i,,~480Q FORBES ST PITTSBURGHPENN=t 
-.~.~-~~-.~-~-.-~.~--.-'-~.~..~.~.~--'----" 

~...~ ,"";""";""'-

EXPLOSlON ~(H4GSTON POCAHONTAS tvllNE NUMBER FJVE 
~,,,,, ,--.----~- , ­

KINGSTO l"_~ 

WESTVIRGINJA STOP SiXTY MEN REPORTED ENTOMBED STOP CAR 
-

SEVEN LE AV 1NG WELCHWESTV 1 RG l N' A S I X AM SPEC I AL TR Al N <:,,",i,~ltll.. 

, 

~ .... ,t,., "'. 
-.-~~-~~--.-~--.~--~~.~~~.-.~--.~.--.~-.-~.~-.--. ­

KJNGSTON WESTV'1RGINJA STOP
ENROUTE 

f3 . 

REDYAHD., 


~ QUreK '~;SUREST - ..2..'~A~TU 

,~--,-,--:::,~ ifQ(T-'~'-=1~~ ~Ifj 
MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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.. ' _;c".>:.~.>~~,...'..~~ . ,- J,::. WiiLI£Vllll. PI•••TVlC"._ •••• T .'
",,,",,,...,.1:. ~'-'.' . " _" 'alllin xn--aea.llI8TA

~. t.iae of IeClllPtIIt4letinat,ionaa _own
date:1iDe _~. . ..... '-. ----...,.- ~':.-.

· ••.ii~e~~ ••. K1l.GSTOtt WV'R~ .. V

L • '.<;0, B.a •••• s ~ __fllM_~s-!!~D.' 3'7-\JAii .
.c' .~~., JtttBttRCK P£MI* . 8:B' '~~
.~".,;,..)'i. " . .' . .... ~.~ , I II1m . )I ~< • •• • . <

- -.0"-'_ .,-' . :.:;;qgi.*_.>.,j..-7 ••..•• ::::;...•..•..."'~::--<.~~.~•.~~ __~J __ _~. ~'::"-'------.'"- -":_~;;c;:~tf_lII~ ~':.~~"'~.

~,,'M£~•• MIU· •• £1 Flft KIIfGS!O" POCAHONTAS COA~c"

~iiYtoBPLtfIO-·.ttJ.1UT SATURDAY STOPS'XTV FIVE 16 r·:,."i.'·1' ••• MOIlo." FOtJllTE1IK.LLEO TIO ~~P€il~r'~
, . ~ltflf1:,fiiifftlvlLU'r E.TRYE IGtlT ~~~R;--;·~.c'-d~~~~ft::=~~~..=:.~~_.._
,_·.'·tSTtD···~y-·~b~eXPLOtUOH.~ '«'GilT' STti oji~:
,cillIE,:2.AFF£cT£D afOP nfJLOlJtOtt"oCCURR£D ABOUT ONE' FO_

. __ __ r:'- _~ ., ;;:.\ -~-'(::-<,~~:;::~_.- "- _-~,.\--__ ~-_<': ~-rT!', ~-# "":'. "-'

_'l¥lAI JAtt8Altf ""'IT'( S tXtH ON FOUR LEfT PILLER WORKIIII~~':-- __ ~ __ ~,..-- ._. _~_. -.:r_ ..~!,
-:!'er:-'" r~- "', " .'.::-~:.,,, r ; -. -"',::

.-IE GAS H1f11t·ION BY o,e••L lQHT STOP -eXpl.OS 10M PROPAiIt"
'-.' .'.',,~::-. -~. ,:"'~~:-:'~;:<".;.. ' ':'{. .~."--' .' '-..~

LIT COIL 'lMIST,llTfC COIStIERABL&:,v,tt(£NCE AMll' DESTRICf""

tI Qft!ATEft PGR1'lOti Of ••11£ MOTOR BARN COMBINATION BLACK.
{,;:".iP'''A iD)littf, .ES1IbP ltEA8 POfl.TAl. o~ MI H£ DEM~L rS;'"ST~

. '_-:-~:fr"-:~~~~-;-'M' "~.:--'~'~:~l'~':;;;~,.,~;:e-~~-~,,"::,,~~~,,...~'" .~~,,--- .__.....---~-,~,-_..:---~..:...~/1: ..:-:~',;.., -~" ,- -'x

.GIlt :t1ts,etl'tOtlwtTH ST~Tt AaD COM~AMY OFF ic tALS AJU).
.'~~'+f.'-':'~';.~P:1~_~-1:~,- ,~,-"~":;-----;:,,"'~--,~~-::;::""-~.~'M .•• ,...~-'_. ,-;:~--:...;:-- -";1;_ ,·'·""::::->"'4:S''.:.. <; .~. -~' •.• -~ ~~. '~_": ;"""~-- -'~~..,..~.~, ':4<' ••-:;;, - .~":"':i~~~-,
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J&A:HEtff ... MIH· ••£. Ftn KIIfGS:O'" POCAHONTAS COAL 

fliiPlftyCOllPLtilD --.ttl.1U, SATURDAv STO~S t XTV F f V£ . 
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TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED

.. TOMS WITH A'Bovt TKRfE HUNDR
"-~ ..·"C"='''~:.. - --- .~--~~~~

STOP CAR SEVEN I"T-.. REDYARD AND GRIFFITH REMAINING KIN

WESTVIRGIIiIA TO SELECT DUST AND A f-R SAMPLES".ND ATTEND

lNQUEST fEBRUARY FlaST STOP FORBES CARE LAMBIE MONDAY
~"" -~.... . ..._~------_ ..._-~.~ ..._ ....--~-,~_ ..,----_._~---_.---~---_ .._~--_.---

FTERIOOti PITTSBURGH SJOP WASHINGTON NOTIF1ED-=

fORBES., ..

--
UNDERGROuI'H.:J:.'1Iitiil 

TED'-JlON GASSY 
.
IIORUAt DAILy OUTPUT 

. TOIS W'TH A'BOVT TKRfE MUNDS fiFTY EMPLOYEES 

.STOP CAR SEVEN I"TK REDYARD AND GRIFFITH RIMA IN ING Kt 

WESTVIRGINIA Ttl SELECT DUST AND A f-R SAMPLES".ND ATTEND 

NQUEST FEBRUARY FlaST STOP FORBES CARE LAMBIE 

S'fOP WASHINGTON NOTIF1ED-= .~-

,"<:",*",-"".--..",,-:,~ ­

., 

http:SAMPLES".ND


CLAsS Oll SERVICE

:~:~~~~~NS ARE REQUES'nD TO FAVOR ~E CQMPAf)Y ORmaSM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

WESTERN ,_--J;~~~~='

ION
DL-DIl,.~.

-r. This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless its de,
ferred character ill in-

, dicatedby a sUitable
.Ign above or preced-
ing the addIeSS.

J, C. WILLEVER. P'1f/tSTVICt.P" •.SIDeNT

"_Wi=~'R:i:.:i~~~ilOfj£'1:line, egramaandd&ylettera,andthetimeofreceiptat destinationMshowno~all m_es. isSTANDARD Tl~.

~-·4B~l.,· , &i' <LECT~:a_;ct'.t;1TOH"•. 'tlR .2' '30 P 1929J~ 26 (PM 7 r.
Q-F_~tj.A,ijS WR£AU 9'4U'ES~"'/ ~. f/r/?:,i-l. ..29 l;;(j"\

j:~8QQ~aQ£s. ..u., , PEN)t~ ~~. ~"
...•. ~ !T'r'!lJ?) "'f'~Y--- .•.. _~'- ' .. '",~,- - '

~.'!UiI'V£DJ(t1l$STOtlPo¢AtJOITAS..-E NUMBER' F tVE W I'TH CAR
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~~"-t-_~";,>,;,~_,,--_:_ -~2;:-;-"';-~_-~. ,-~.. ~, , ';-- 'L' ~:~;-t~~·.c--"--~.._- ~--,_._ ..~-~ ..~- . ~,'-" - ,'cc,---.".-----.-. __ '~,tr~' I UHKIO'tt STOP Q1tEll L tGMT MUlE NOT ROCK DttSTED
~~' ..;;~---~ '. . . .... '

~~.r.t·:X"' tilE ." •• lItiE ATTtME OF EXPLOS tON FIFTY',
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'E8e"A'PED Uttt""URED EXCEPT 1.0 WHOweRE PARftAlJ ..Y ~~,
----=-~~. ,~~~_~-~,~__:.- "-,,~'-_~_:~~~-~.:.~_~~::::::::;~_.:~.-,_~_'_,->;~~~:::--,' .'~; 4Z: ~...~ i - .~

~~. ftfHA'T£fl'O"M' STOP FGURBOD 1£$ 8ROUGliT OUT ~<>

'~l ,9itt" 6T.ftS~c/MM'·BE~1L~AX.£~ AKDTWO ytT
d

UNACCOUNTED"
~. 'STVd 'AS.I~JTO;-.or 'Fd-ieb~ _C~,~~~d~ ~d'~-

~.O~"£S~

NM = Night Messa

NL = Night Letter"·,
LeO ,., J;>eferredeable "

",

.
THE QUICKEsT, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

'£8e<A:PED UtttN~URED EXCEPT 1.0 WHO WEae PARftAl:i.. Y~""""'.' "-. . 
-,;':J"""_;" "-•.","__.,;,,~~.;;::.-:c:;~_:~.~.-:--.~ '.' p, ..... , - ... , ..-------" i - -~ 

ilfHA'TEfl'OAM' STOP FGUR BODlE'S BROUGHT OUT ~ "'<> 
.L~.·_~..~_~..~_~.~___~._~.~__.~.._ ... ___.__.___~_~..___~.~._---" ..-- .....-.~---:::""Y'___ ~_".,~.:.:". 

~~<~t •trl'ftlft~~~~ ,'!E£tI. l~A~'(~ ~DTW~E~IJ"-AC~OUNTED L.~ .......,,~.,..:__ 
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