PRELIVINARY o™ ®? F SCLOSION
KINGSPON POCARONTAS QOML (0., MINE NO. B,
KINGEPON, FPAYEZPR COUNTY,

YEF? VIRGINIA.

By
J. 3. Vorves, Jesse Redyerd and F. %. QGriffith.

3 of Disnwtor: Oas and iust explosion with strong probability
of strai st coal dmﬁ axplosion.
Neme. of Mine: ¥ingeton “vcahontes Conl Company mine M. u. Kingeton,
Fayette County, west ?irginn.‘
'ﬂm of Zeplosion: Mplosiom occurred aboul 1idd men., Jarmary 28,
1929, while thu night shift wos in tho mine. |
Wma (R11108, sffoctod with afterdamn, acupd‘
unaided). ét:ty-tin men were in the ntr.c_ at the tine of the explo=
eion, 14 of vhom were killed outright by violence axd ume, B u—
caped fromisl® left off No. 1 main ndout sight hours after the exple-
sion affected Ly afterdmsp. Those m mant ware &t work irn tho 12
left aircourse st Yo, ¢ room angwml ii moving rock whon the explo-
sion cocurred¢. They wore knocked dowa in‘t; s pool of watey amd

romined at thie nlace prosumably in » somiwconscious cordition



wntil the ventilstion was partially Mord, Forty-aine miners, vhe
matmhnthmiuwﬁmrimuh.immﬁ- |
assisted and wrm.t shortly aﬁn the explosion.
W: ¥o nen were resomod by the use of protective ape
paratus. 3o oxygen whm‘_mmm“. Gumim'ov
used 40 & limited extent in the exploration work sad i{n the recovery

of one bady im éth lefS off Ne. 1 main.

Rmbey of Nop Parriceded: One barrioads wee partinlly esnstructed ui_

-

W 2 main Just ixdy 154k risht Wt it wae fount $0 be WmesSWNRy
ummm. These mex ceme ocut of the mine wmsseirted.
Xiag of ¥ine: his 18 o bivuminows coal mine. The bed is praptieally
Mumaﬁtvulmnmm.

Soeningys Mm-mmmnmunumims %ol
mmmathmmulmmqb.amm
the left amd right perallels (return sirecurses) of ¥eo 1 min, ALl
throe of these epeningd are situated en the nertd side of the M1l

on shat {8 known as tho main fork of the NMilburm bresnche Tho Noe 1



main s driven through the mountsein to the crop line on the south ride
of tha hiil "’50 what 18 knovm as ihe left fork of the Thite Onk Croek,
which is o teibutary of Clia: Fork of Coal ziver. The second right

fs driven out throuzh the hill to thu crop 1ine on the main right fork
of the Mlburn "ar&rec_h. "ha 3rd riht fn drift la él g0 eitusted on
the rain right fork of the ¢ilburn brench in line with roovs Mo. 1,

off \xn ri:ht off m right. Room Yoo 2 off lst richt off 3rd right
is nleo drivem cut to the crop Jine, about 150 foet east of sm

rizht fam drift. ™o Hoe 3 main heading iz dviven cut $o the crop
Im. The mais; hesding of 12 left iz driven out to the crep lime.
There are clsc threc rooms off 15 lefy driven ot to the crop lire.
Hetiod of Mintng: Roaw axd piliar TP —
w: Throe mm:ea Ap f17ty men are employod under-
ground spd nbout 20 mem ure employed Above ground.

“rodugtion: The dally u;m;c nroduction i 2600 tone.

anes ax Nopefagry: “hir nine in roatod o8 TODegnesy by the ."taie T

partnont of Mines of test 7irginia.



Lightings All underground eaployses use évem flame {earbide) lampe.
%o firebosses are employed, vlunﬁnutu:miuuﬁ.
w:mmmuumxymuzm Dry cas) dust wes
m@mriu. crossbars apd floor nretty gmeranlly throughout
\he mins. Large quostities of dry romdecleanings, which sonsist
Motn@MnnMpﬂddmr&Mdm.
Coa), Cutbing? mmnmnﬁum-mm-mg
machines in developmemt work. a-cctmpnhtmthw'_
nined and soms piok mined, mgmmmmuotﬂw
peanireible Yype. |

Jenlage: A3l heulsge 1 dome by Vrelley lecemotives om main and butd
entries. mmumnmumn@wzm. m
of the an 1s of ‘he pemmissible Sype.

ploaivess ¥he conl iz shet with ef\her Jomsbal Red § pezmiseible
sxpiosive or with pellet‘pewdor. Forty per cent gelatin dymsaxite
ummwmmt, Mﬂ.uhumwn. mmmm

sre used in dlasting. mmmmmammnsma



amﬁmmﬁmnummumrmsn4mu'
the plase, ut.czz'm in widthe Clay iv used for stemming.
aoéh-natgg :ummumu:mm@mn.
ms ¥o watoring swihods are used to allay coal dust.
Yemtilation: ¥he mine 13 ventilatad by the axhamst rystem by means
of twe Jeffrey "Straight Yiew” fans T feat in disseter. Ioth fure
muzvnwumnmuiumm.mmmuw
aating eurremt motorse The vemtilating system is atvided into splite
u-ur«nw-tbxnmw'mumm.mm%

mczwamm.xuﬂmummm

opt It was aiffi-
muummunpm}rmumi- explosion, There
mtwnuim wimaaﬂmu mws

le uﬂ.umenmxono:rn.xmam
orevw was menged in eleaging yoek preperstory to .mtm poets.
mmmmnammm in this mmmm,

50 feet from the emiramce to the room. he room was drivem to the



rise at avproximatoly a ten ner cent grade and s in the piilax
workings of this -ictzpu._ It was poseible for a fall ia the pile
mnrkimum'm”w.crﬁnm.u@hmwtn@
men at wvork setiing posts and therady mu-.w_sg the axplosion.

It shﬂldhsﬁtd;mtmNMttmrgmm
of the live workings axcept the timber crew in No. 12 roem off
«hx.mmmm-mmmawnwuexmm
in 1248 lefv. mmmnznnzanmmm{u:mm
umssizted oizht hours after the explesion, Emmee the IW
that she explosion origimted st this point is remctes

2. ™e next point of prebabls erigin of the oxplosiom
ugan.xmm.imaummmormuam
m'mmulmmn.xm’nthupmm-
strong evidese thet 3 shots of 40 per ceut gelatin dymmmite were
used in braaking & neh b4 1? poesidle fot_uoxplul_ea %t Ye
ermmumm-mmmummmermwu

which ovent the sxplosion wouid have boen originated prisarily



by coal duste

 Hogardless of the polut of erigin of the emplesion, whether
it arigimtkbyminlﬂ._zzmoﬂ 4% left or whether 1% wae
oﬁg&mt«»eéﬂ@tutumsotmmmmmﬁ.i
main indy 13th loft, the explosion was propagated by coal dust, which
extended along the first meim and through a large portiom ef the pil-
lnnrkinatottnrimmalmezm.lmn@imulm
ﬂmar\n.xnuwAugnsowmum.sm e stop-
pupacﬁnuuma.xummmmw«umv
were Blowm omle

Mmawmumumﬂumm
@mm:@mmxmmm,wmuu.s
mm.mzﬁgmnumxmn. There was promncunced evi-
dence of coking on the ialy and cutby wvides of timber in 48k left
cuthy room 12 aleng Noe 1 shin sad into 12 left off No. 1 mainm,
The explosion wave showed moed violonoe cuthy 4th lefS om Jo. )

main, It vonted with terrifie viclence to the surface through No. 1



ain dentroying the motor barn o the right side of ibe heulage
track situated about ¥S foet from the mine pertal. A oombinatiom
mechire and blsckemith shop located at apnroximately the same
u§WMMwM«b. 5 aine tuat on the loft side of
the track was wvrecked.

The fan and fam housing that vemtilated the right side
of Kos 1 main was cempletely vresksd. This fun wee sivusted direct.
17 Sn 1ine with the right airecurse of B¥i 1 matne

Ia order 1e prevent the reesrrenes of &

disaster, It is heped V2at eareful consideration will be givem
thé following reccamondations:

1o In the fwterest of sufety, the Buresa of iines resam-
menis thet peraissible explesives fired T
1y uset in a}l ceal mines.

2, In bresking large pieces of rock, & hole should be
drilled apd charged with nermirsible cxplosives temped with ine

combustidle stemming snd fired slestrically with semiesidle blast-



ing machines.

3¢ It 1o recormented thet all shooting be dore by shot-
firevs at the and of tho ehif% whea}au ren are out of the mine
excesting ehotfirers rathor than by shotfirers through tho working
shift, |

¢. Terniesible electrie oap mev‘t.hnld be installed
in this mine for use of W workers.

8. Cordified firebosses should he employed te make regular
inepections with permiceible flmew safety lampe before the &iﬁ
enters the mine. In -@xmu exmminations should be made by the
use of maun;ﬂ- flame safwty lempe during the working shife,
seesially ia plilar werkings snd before smt after blasting coel.

$+ Careful mmmua-v'-m be given te supplasting
thmlﬁiﬂs eqiipment for thoes of the bulitaibl; typae

7. This nine should de thorwghly &ewm. The
ribe, reof and roadways of all ontries, sirecursés and roome shmld
e coated with M'u within 30 or 40 foet of working faces.
The incombustible content of the mixod dust should de meintained

- 9 -



at not lese than “"}6' cant. All roedwaye, including rooms, should
e claaned as thorcughly as possidle before rochedust is sppliet.
In addftion, ribs, roof and tizders shomld be cleaned of dust priorl
to roskedusting.

8. 1% is recommended that all undereatting er overcuttirg
in cool be done uy the use of water apnifed to ctter ohaine of mime.
ing meshires. The tm combinasion for explosion prevemtion ;c
tho widespread use q::mm'wnn the liberal wse of water st
the face of workings. 7he reluction of ool dust @t iis ssares-
leugthaus the life of rockednst appiication snd nesessarily retucss
the rosk-dust recewals.

| In sadition s aplring water on outter chaine of wine
ing wechines, each miner should be furnished with s hose for waehe
ing down faoe vegiom and waturing losded oars before lesving work-
ing plages.

9e If it is e'outumplstd tc ropiase the Jo. 5 fan o
ot uﬁl right ajroourse; it would be sdvisadle 1o offuet this fan

ahout 25 fout to efther nide sf thie refurn.



10« A ehaecking system should bHe tmﬂ at this mine
without delaye A system ahould be worked out whercby tha mimer
onrries a life chock on his person to facilitate idemtification.

While we renliss that some of the changes suggested mey
sommz 4iffioult to Lo mria‘ oud under the W Wwsiness sondi-
tlons, you they ms the Baremu’s 14.;..:..“..:«,.;“
respect to similar disasters.

mmtmuau“m-mw:uu
Nossre. B Mollay, sesistent gemeral mamagery Be Ho Buileyy geaersl
superintendent) Re He Wagee, safoty inspeetor; F. K. Merton, divie |
sion mperintendests W, D m. mine mperintondest and e Ve
Wmﬁm‘metmmmiﬁﬁk for the muy.
courtesies and asristance remdered during the recovery operstions

and while the Srvestigot fom wan being eonductet.




Sureeun of Mines Car 7,

Eingston, Test Va,
Janmuary 30th, 192%

¥r. J.J. Forbes, Supervising Engimt Y.3.
Ues S. Burean of Mines, 480& rorhéi 3treet,
Pittsburgh, . PRe

Dout Mr, !erbusv

' W sre herewith édlosing Preliminary ) parz ~in the Ruffe
on the Kingston Pocshontas: qxphlim ter any, ;wum ‘ 'oematia& that
ycums« ﬁto $0 MAke, - . '

- jondny; the rock on Which ‘e sink
p." < ;- shoSsy which were mentionsd while yom
on the Ist m&u af a point about £ifty feet indy
dense at this point Shad thisre: had been at. least:
ef csv;&; Y mﬁ‘_ Wse aboud 18 inches- Ieng M
ll&!m on top of. the- L

s cosl daiy mﬂoﬁsu M
anrtmni of mh alae. nm to fo.vor thi.a

In view of tho abovo cironmtancoo, we mld liko to suegost :
that you withodd the preliminary report until we ocan give you 2 note on the
Goroners findings at the inquest, which as you mow, is to be conducted Frida;

February. Isc, o




W

4 de- K "‘WM |

Bureau of Mines Car 7,

Jelch, West Va,
Pebruary 2, 1929,

Mr. J«J. Forbes, Suﬁervising Bngineer 1.5,
U.S. Buresu of Mines, 4800 Forbes Street,
#ittsburgh, Pa.

Desr Mr, Forbes:
Regarding the inquest relative to the Kingw

mine explosion, wish to advise that the Coroner's Jury which was conducted

vefore Justice-of-the-=Peace G.R. Wright, at Kingsten, Jest Va, Friday, Feb-

ruary lst, exonerated the company of all respomsibality in comnection with the
explosion. *

The Jury findings were that the explosion was caused from an
ignition of gas, which resulted in a gas and coal dust explosion, But they
were unable to determine, from the evidence given at the inquest, the origin
of the explosion., However, it was brought out in the inguest that there were
34 sticks of 40% Gelatin explosives used in shooting the rock, of which we
mentioned in cur letter to you of Jamuary 30, and it seem to be the genersl
opinion that the shot was fired about the time the explosion occurred; and did
hsve something to de with propagating the explosion,

As you will recsll, in ocur letter to you of Jamuary 30, we
expressed the opinion that from our observations, the explesion originated at
the place where the shot was fired on the rock, and that it was purely a dust
explosion, But now, in view of the evidence that was given at the inquest, and
the findings of the Jury, we might suggest, for your consideration, in writing
the preliminary repors, under heading "Nature of disaster” a gas and coal dust
explosion, stressing the faot, that in our opinion, the shot did pday an ime-
portant part in the explosjom, and such practices should de di{scontimed,

In mailing the preliminary report to you the other day we
left out the names of the State and Compeny officials who took pert in the re-
covery operations, and who were 80 courteocus to ws during the investigation of
the explosion. S6 we are including them in this letter,

My, RJ7 Lambie, Chief of the Jest Virginia Department of Hines,
My, Zack Evans, District Inspector, " " "

Robert Lilly, " " " ‘ " "
Charles Forrester, ™ " " n "
C.0. Morris, Safety Director 2 " " "
Mr, B.H. Bailey, General Supt. Kingston Pocshontas Coal Co.
¥Mr. P.H. Morton, Division " b " s "
Mre 7.D. Nunn, Mine Supt. *

Mr, B.7. Tygert, Mine Poreman,

. The preliminary repert to be mailed to Ur. Willard, Gen'l, Mgr. %
of the Kingston Pocshontas Coal Co. New York, or Mr, Holley, Asst. Gen'l. ¥z

" Mgr. same address. I mention Mr. Holley because he was present and in the mine

AN
Very truly yours,/Jesse Redya man Car 7,

during our investigation, and I explained torhim that a copy of the report would
be mailed to their general offioce.
rd, re ’



Fedbruary 5, 1989, J3Piime

¥r. D. Barringson,
U. 8. Daresm of m'

"m‘, D. C.
" Dear Mr. Barringtoat

Herewith attached are four copies of a preliminary re-
port of exploeiom which occuwrred in No. 5 mine, Kingston oGbc .

hontas Coal Company, Kingston, ¥. Va. the morning of Jammary 26,
1929. " :

You will nete there are twe probable points of origin
of this explosieon, namely, the possibility of ignition of gas
by opea lightcin ¥o. 12 room off 4th left and the ignitionm of
dust csused by a mud cap shot on No. 1 maim imby 13 left. I
fes]l pretiy sure that this company is going te roeh-dust the mine
and instal)l closed lighte and I womld appreciate your expediting
the report to the following officials withouwt say further &elsy:

¥r. B. lolley, sesistant general mamager, Kingston
Pocahontas Coal Company, 61 Brcedway, New York, N.Y. and Nr. K. H.
IMailey, general supsrintendent, Kingston Pocahontas Coal Company,
Bemphill, V. Va. .

Yours

« JORBEB,
e Supervising Ingineer,
Encls. ) Instraction Sectiom.
/ - '

cc Files /



Pistaburgh, ™. mam ‘
Yebruary 5, 1929,

¥r. Jesse Redyard, _ "
U.S.Burcam of Mines Car #7, ..
Genaral Delivery, ' “V
“lﬂh. Te Yoo N /"m
Deny Mr, m! . \

Mthmﬁiuofwdmm“m
explesiom of Kingsten Fosnhomtas Coal Company mime M. 5.

u:uhnmmmn,plmud.not
your semples s Pittsturgh without farther delaye e nattier
ormqmpm«mun.nmm&uxm
untquhud:mmu-px-o:mmammxm-
od. nnphuobnﬂ«uymtmuﬂnmuhnm
mmmﬁummw-m;fnmmm.
' gemd 18 to me and I will put 1% inte shape.

xmn“mtnmtmuamm
eof work for me te do as 1 have mere tham I cam hamdle here mow.
mwmumuuzqm final report. I womld
Wumptunhquwun‘umdu_o.

| 1.,upmtmw1numhtupmnm
ropert maet with your approval.

. xmn—unuuawmnmmm
& copy of the Coromer’s verdiet and 1if you can get & cepy of

the testizgny thie would De zeod informatiom bt if you have
te pay for the testimeny forget about it and embody as far as
mbxnmmmnm-«urmmmnm
fiml repori. ‘ '
Yours very Struly,
% J; YORBES,

Supervising Sngineer,

Znsls. Instruction Section.

¢s D. Barrington
Files \/



Felruary 14, 19, CuC1Lp,

,/"/ SN RS
¥r. E. Holley, asat, Ceneral Wi ’/ E‘P 1 £ 4G F.
¥in;ston Poeshontas Coal Cowpeny, _ R o2y
61 Breadwey, S .

Row York Clty,

| | yb‘/
Deax ¥r. Helley: ' : Q.\

Is the ocourse of the Burean of Vimes' stuly of nine explosions
its representetives, Hosere. J. J. Vurbes, J. Redyard, and ¥, I, mma,
mm.mmmﬁa the explosion which ooeurred i 4

P
%
i
£
if J
{
i
:
1

: giﬁf
i’}i}
E'!"a.
4
fhs ! _
il

T
el
(il

| HM~mwm-aMmu of fact in the repors, 4%
will be appresfated if yos will esll them %0 1y sttantiom,
' L 2 .

et Yy ". va. °* Qe Pa m. Mﬂlc aww,

e ‘ . 7. Forbes, mtmm. Px, Fo¥ sm TUTNER, Direstar.
' mel. Moot 1@R

¥. E. Griftﬁl. Pittdmrgh
Safety Divi
g iammme—



mNGBme Va. Jan. 28 (A P)—
M

“Twelvé miners were known to be dead
“and two wére unaccounted for to-night

'following an explosion in the mine of} .. '
. Bingston: Pocahontas, Coal” Com=-{ -

Sedibuprat)

'3ere ear: I oday Slxty-mne men




mm SERV!CE

s e
"Telegram: or e
unless

 ferred character i3 in-.
dicated by a suitable
. sign above or preced-

~The Sling A mmm%mv Teteare, mdthetimn:r;d:;:::w?' T
«’kmzvedatWamemBldg Cor. 7th Ave.&Smthﬁeld‘jt tihurgh. P
HNA43 29 COLLECT GOVT= waanmsgﬁ/wvta

S 1 52

$fG H CCAA—;

- R R ST T

;&JQINED CAR SEVEN THl“ MORNI NG DtLO%NE KY;FNROUTF EXPLOS | ON




2 T ; ,i‘ﬁ.zw/;f.:-—-s@ . “ . “,:’V%;;,:.},.;_‘V . N N "/ B ; EUR 1"”4 LR IR , o - R
FE R nﬂyﬁﬁs\%mmsmm FAVOR- THE COMPANY- BY URITICIEM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE .

CLASS OF SERVICE

P 'I'his fs a full-rate

s Ttkg:m or Cable-
: unless its de-
) character is in- .
. dicated by a suitable
S aign above or preced'

NE‘WCOMB ﬁlﬂk‘fﬂ& PRESIDENT

. sy mﬁnutmeu‘hownin&eduehneonfunnnte the time of receipt at destination g sho

lahmd atw Bidg,Cor 7thAve.&Smthﬁe!d St., Pittsburgh,
HNM‘) E(‘T GOVT=WELCH WVIR 26 816!\

| Us BURﬁAU OF M&NEb~z

,{«480() FORBES "ST PITTbBURGH ?ENN:;“

EXPLOS&ON KlNGbTON POCAHONTAB MINE NUMBER FIVF KtNG%TQN}%'

;1;§,wsbrv&R51N1A STOP SIXTY HEN REPORTED ENTOMBED STOP CAR
f?;“viVFN LEAVING WELCH WESTVIRGINIA SIX AM SPECIAL TRAIN .

‘ OM' ﬂJ : %‘ﬁ

THE QUICK| FS'E, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY 10, ,SENJ' MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

J




1‘ Wl.&wum R L = P
BT - P

oL 4.C. wu.u:vln vma-c VICE- m‘iﬁ’um
mned receipt atdnhnaﬁanmohownon nllmesu‘ee is STANDAR

B AR

f?wﬁf?€ TiuE oF t%?tesléu rasarsﬁs stLen WO ?sgapea_

‘"isfﬁﬁ Fﬁéﬁ fﬁfLVﬁ LEFT Enrav EIGHT HOURS AF?ii%

ds)bf‘a

SHOP AW
¥D aacataz SHOP WEAR PoaIAL OF MINE BEMOLISﬂ sréﬁi

“Aﬁ_.,,m

N e g

ta? ;asree?tau §17a‘srzr; Aun couaasv GFF!C!ALS AEB




mmm«ammwmmmmdmmu mmonuahownonanmmm.msmmm'



http:SAMPLES".ND

E' PATBONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE comPA” )Y CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE S .

. . vff : P %
: CLASSOF SERVICE SIGNS
7| This is & fullrate DL=Duylensr N7
‘ Cable- NM = Night Messagg, o5 058

" g

Telegram or >
NL = Night Letter

unless its de-

LCO = Deferred Cable
NLT = Cable Letter
kWLT = Week-End Letter -

ferred character 1§ in-
« | dicated by a suitable
sign above or preced-
Ling the address.

HNO!—‘JS FL I ¥ "'VO?'Y

'z-,:Lgsr ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ?&ﬂ’ﬁ%&ﬂ zs 65OP 5m§?6.ﬁL7

“ ’*4*‘,

!kﬁ%! D
"ﬁ K!%STOR PWAHGQT£8 ME &HJMBEQ’ FWE WITH CAR

e —— T

rf s£¥£a Tte Foarv 51?5 rﬁts AFY&RHOOK srop CAUSE 0&

S T T < 4

?xxt'sseapan UNINJURED EXCEPT T8O wao WERE PARTIALLY

"“",*""M ) . 4%*""’“:@“}' B it

‘ ﬁt?a ﬁF?Eﬁ aan? STOP Faaﬂ BOBIES Baousﬂr onr

T

”fﬁtna? efaaas n&st seau Locamsa axs TWO YET UNAccouarea o

.

’ i B L
F« THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE )
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