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Inspecto

and Clinchfield Coal corporzati

| here Thursday night in which

DanteMine Mishap

Tragedy Termed Worst Disaster
Seay :

In Past 46 Years Operation

Dante, Va.—(Spl.)—Federal Burean of Mines inspectors

| Friday night on an accident at Clinchfield’s No. 2 operation

‘The canference followed a routine check of the site by the
inspectors, completed late Friday afterncon. One of their|

rs Probe

on officials held a conference

six miners lost their lives.

Court Ends
First Week

120 Cases Clear
Circuit Session

Blountville—{8pl.)—In the final
case of the firat week of Moy Cir-
cuit Court, M. M. Frazler of Kings-
port was fournd guilty on a chnrge
of operating & house of ill fame
and was fined $230. Mary Roe,
alins Ada Harris, a co-defendant
in: the case involving cperation of
Circle Court Cottages, was found
not guilty.

Approximately 120 cases have
been disposed of during Lthe wealk
and the remninder of the docRet,
Including  several drunik. driving
charges has been passed till Mon-
day.

Earlier Friday, O, R. Huber, allas|
Bill Huker, a f{ormer resident of
Kingsport was found guilty of non-
support hut was cleared of addi-
tional chnrges of abandonment and
lenving the state, Sentence was
not pessed pending o motion for
new trial,

Bruee Gosnell of Chureh Hill!
charged with transporiing,” and
possessing llquor and public drunk-
enness was fined §10 and costs for:
posdessing. hut was cleared of the
other counts. =

In five school attendance law
cases apainst Joan Blackwel
Frank Simerly, and Herman Rosen-|
baum of the Big Creek arca, three
charges were combined and dis-|
missed or payment of costs and!
the olher two were nolled. An|
appeal in a sixth case by Fuller|
Mocre was withdrawn, and |
charge of d driving against!
the same man was nalled due iz
absence nf i gtnte's witnesa,

The cases of Charlie Lae, nasnult
and hettery; aod Noah Carter,
felonious nssault were cenlinued Lo
the next term. |

After reporting themselves
able 1o agree. and hopalosaly dend
locked five timos, n jury fiaally|
returned a verdict of gulity Friday|
in a felonious assault case against
Clarence Wilson, of Bristel, and
fixed his punishment at $2 and|
costs, Judge Shreiburne Farguson|

(See COURT, I"nge #) [

Police Probe
Theft Reports

Thefts of vwo bicyeles and §25
worth of athletic equipment were
reported to rity police Friday and
Friday night.

Losers of the bieydles were Lynn
Wilson, 721 Fairview Avenue, who
reparted his red and blue bike
nissing at Droaa and Market
treets at #:31 pm. and Aihert
Eliis, Long Island, who reported
his red bicycle stolen from in front
of a bowling alley &( ¥ p.m.

Kenncth Pitls, Dobyns.Bennett
High Scheol principal, reported a
§15 foothall and a dozen pairs of
athletic secks valued at $9.90 stolen
carller in the day in a locker
break-in at the school,

Harold Doctor-;
mnan, said there would be nmo public
announcement fer the time being,

Meenwhile, one company official
wio aslked that he not be guoted
said the mine where tons of conl
and ecerth suddenly breke over six
members of a 10-man crew about
8:30 p.m. Thursday only recently
undarwent a thorough federal check
and no defects were found in the
section where the mishap cceurred.

Sundey funcral scrvices have
heen arranged for twe of the vie-
tims, James Darrell Rasnick, 21,
and Troy J. Phillips, 25.

Washington— 7P —The United
Mine Workers Unlon suid ¥riday
that it sent a warning April 18
to the Clinchfield Coal Corp.
about safety conditions at its
Dante, Vi, mine where six men
weve Killed 'in n disaster Thurs-
lay night. A union spokesman told
reporters federal mine safety In-
spectors visited the mine. f-om
¥eh. 26 te March 3 and reported
that the manngement hnd failed
to correct 31 out of 73 safety vin-
lations found in n prioc inspec-
tion,

Others killed were Urls Artrip,|]

Dante, Routa 1, 42-yeac-oid [nthor
of four children; Arnnld Viecrs, 36,

Dantn, who leaves two children; |

end Harold Parks, 23, of Dente,
and Oakley Creger, 38, of Aram-
mell, each tha.father of onec child,

Two other men suficred Lruises||

and cuts in the accident, bul nel-
ther registered for hospital treat-

ment.

(Sec Picture Page 8)

The mishap wes the worst from
the fetality standpoint in the 46

years since the Dawsaon Coul and|d
Coke Company began its cperations |

here in 1002,

The tragedy was brought on byi

what miners call & "hump.” Tt tooi
four hours for rescue squads Lo re-
lease the brolen bedles nnd bring
them to the surface. Dispatcher J,
BL. Smith, at Nn, 2 tipple, said thero
.? no cxplosion and no “real cave

Wi
in

He and compnny Presldenat A, R.
Mutthews expluined the large mass
of coal npparently was forced from
the sides of the room In which the
men were werking by tremendous
combined pressure from the hard
ter nnd boitem bounding the coal
senm,

The six vietims wera werking Lo-
gether in corridor 19-L, about four
miles undergreund when the conl
upheaval claimezd thelr lives, Six

otirer miners were also working a
few hundred yards awoy and the
ccncussion of the “bump” knocked
them oft their fect, Only two of
the men, Maxwell Powers and
Woedrow Phillips, reguired first
aid for cuts and bruises. -
Amory _the men win survived
was Joe Rasnick, foreman of the
12-man unit working in the 19-L
section.  His .son, James Darrall
Resnick, and brother-in-law, Troy
Phiilips, both were killed in the
disastér. p
The eller Rasnick joined hastily-,
assembled rescue squads in the
frantic search for the entombed
miners. However, IL wny after
I npm. Friday before the be-
grimed crews, working with picks
and shevels, locsened the debris in-
(See PROBE, Paye 8)
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PROBE

From Puge 1

side the shaft and cxtricated the
boclles,

The sheck of the tragedy caused|
the elder Rusnick to collapse, as he
came upon the bodies of his son
and brother-in-lnw. He weas taken
home in u state of nervous collapse.

WWord of the mine disester quickly
spreed throughout the entire dis.
trick. By midnlght, hundreds had
tathered et the entrance of the
mine, "including the wives, sisters
and brothers, parents-and chlldren
of those trapped under the tons of
displaced coel

As rescue efforts comtinued Into
the night, hope slowly waned among
the waiting throngy, And then cume
the stretchers, bearing the lifeless
forms of the miners.

A mine affielal, who took part in
the rescue operations, sald that the
bodies were found almost in & heap
under the tons of coal. Their load-
ing cars and “cutting” equipment
also wes wrecked by the force of
the “bump,” which hurled the
machinery hundreds of feet down
the tunnel,

The six victims had entered the
mine at & p. m, Thursdey, when
they started their ghift. The “bump”
came shaorily before they .were tc
take o recess of a few minutes.

After the bodics were removed,
even clearance of the wreckage and
debrls inslde corridor 10-I. was
suspended untll a complete exam-
ination was made by mins inspec-|
tors. . -

Hercld Doctorman, of Norien,
district federa) mine inspector, ar-
rived on the scene carly in the
morning and made preparatione for
entering No. 2 mine,

He stated that the periodic in-
spection of the Clinchfield coal min-
ing operations had been carried
out last week, and that recom-
mendetions hed been mmade to the
mine owners for a series of timber
installatlon within the No. 2 shaft.

Daztorman enid that a “bump”
is 7ot necessarlly oceasioned by
negligence In providing sufficlent
strengthening to the interlor, where
coal is being dislodged mnd moved
out in loading cars. .

Unexpected Elements

A mine ecompany spokesman
termed the mishap as “very Tre-
grettadle.”

“The bump wes entirely unfore-

seen,”. he asserted. “The tunneis
reach miles under the mountains,
and while we make allowances for
certain pressures in the rock and
earth formations where the conl
soam Is locunted, there are sudden
elements thst ¢come unexpectedly.”

IL was also reported that a
minor "bump" occurred in the 19-L
section earvlier Thursdny when the
day shift was on duty. The miners
working adjacent, however, were
aoniy slightly jarred as the coal
flew out. »
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Funerals Announced

"The becdies of Vickers, Parks and
Cregar were removed to the Huff-
Cook Funeral Home at St. Paul,

Vickers is survived by his widow,
Dell Vickers; four children, Erma,
Phyllis, Douglas and Robert; three
brothers, Russell of Dante; Gearge
of Castlewood and Warren of ' Rad-
forc, Va. ;

Funeral eservices will be held
Monday at 2 p. m. at one of Dante's
churches, with burial to fellew at
Temple Hill Cemetery near Castle-
wood.

Parks 1 survived by a son, Billy;
hla mother; and tho [following,
brothers and  disters, Bramblo,
Parks, St. Paul; Orland, Lee and
Clifforéd Parks, Mrs. James L. Wat-
son, Mre. Roy Bariee and Miss;
Claudette Parks, 2l of Castlewoond,:
Funeral arrangements are (ncome-
plete. _

Cregar is survived by two sons,
Gene and Charles Xdward:, a
brother, Woodrow, Prestonsburg,
Ki.; #md a sister, Mra. Fontaine
Banks, Hardy, Ky. Funeral ar-
reangements will be completed Jater.

1lips and the younger Rtasnlcl, |
who were related tco ench other,|
were removed {o the Clintwood Fu-|
neral Home at Clintweod. Rasnlck
is survived by his father, Joe Ras-|
nick; his mother Hattle FPhillips|
Rasnick, of Trammell; and two{!
brothers and three sisters. :

Phillips is survived by hils par-|!
ents, . N. and Fosie Emith Phil-
lips, of Nora. Funeraleservices for|!
both #hillips end Rasnick arei!
schedulzd to be held Sunday, with!!
burial in the Leck, Va., cemelery,i]
Thillips served fcur years in the).
U. S. Army In the Paclfic war the-|i
ater, whlle Rasnick had been dis-
charged recently after serving 24
months in military scrcvice.

The sixth vietim of the mine dis-
aster, Uris Artrip, is resting at the
Estes Funerzl Home at Coeburn.
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