Jed Mine disaster Documents
Jed Mine
Jed Coal & Coke Company
Jed, WV
Accident date: March 26, 1912
Number of items: 34 correspondence, 2 maps, 13 newspaper clippings, 3 reports,
20 telegrams
Material types: letters, telegrams, reports, maps, newspaper clippings

Important persons mentioned: George Garwood, Sturgill, Pleasant, Cox, Charley

Haynes, Stokes Bradley, Judge Perry, HP Collier, Fleur Deuhaun, John Norton,

Joe Whittaker, JW Cameron
Historical note: An explosion occurred at 7:25 am when 91 men were in the mine
when methane gas was ignited by an open lamp light. The mine was gassy and
ventilation did not keep the gas below the danger point. The explosion fed by
dust and gas traveled toward the shaft but died out on damp ground. Within
half an hour men with flame safety lamps began erecting temporary stoppings,
soon after, rescue crews and cars arrived and worked on the ventilation system.
In total, 81 men were killed. The list of names in this file is incomplete.
Special note: Inspectors notes and maps were not added to Digital Library due to
their fragile nature but are available for viewing in hard copy only
Scanned into digital library: July 19t, 2010
Document ID: 20419

Correspondence
Date To/from Subject Size
3/28/1912 Norton coal Thank you for 1 page
company/ director responding
quickly to appeal
for help at mine
3/28/1912 Stonega Colliery Thank you for 1 page
Company/director responding
of BOM quickly to appeal
for help at mine
4/9/1912 James Paul/William Thank you for 1 page
Leckie excellent recovery
efforts at mine
4/12/1912 James Paul/William | List of names of 2 pages
Buche rescue workers
4/13/1912 William Thanks for the 1 page
Leckie/mining letter
engineer
4/13/1912 Director/mining Forward of thank 1 page
engineer you note




4/15/1912 Stonegap collieries Detailed 1 page
company,/ engineer statement
in charge showing amounts
due
4/15/1912 AG Letter
Edwards/Director accompanying
preliminary
report of accident
3/28/1912 WD Mabher/Director Thanks for 1 page
prompt assistance
4/16/1912 Webb Willits/ Regarding the 1 page
Engineer in charge payment of
messrs. Norton,
Whittaker,
Denham, Collier
and Camerson
4/16/1912 George Correction on 1 page
Rice/unknown preliminary
report
4/16/1912 Observer/chief Request for 1 page
mining engineer record of
barometric
changes
4/18/1912 BOM/ General Request for 1 page
superintendent address of Mr.
Burke in exchange
for forwarding
information
4/20/1912 JS Dates in which 2 pages
Cheyney/engineer | rescue men were
in charge employed
4/20/1912 George Reply stating that 1 page
Rice/Superintendent | no barometer was
of Norfolk & in use at the times
western railway requested
company
4/22/1912 William Request for 1 page
McCarthy /Chief barometric
mining engineer readings
4/22/1912 Director/chief Fan relief doors 1 page
mining engineer observation




4/23/1912 BOM/ general Concerning the 1 page
superintendent payment of rescue
workers
4/24/1912 Willie Request for 1 page
Moore/Director barometric
readings
4/27/1912 JS Letter 1 page
Cheyney/engineer | accompanying 8
in charge sets of
employment
agreements for
rescue workers
5/3/1912 Director/chief Referring to the 1 page
mining engineer May issue of
Mines and
Minerals
5/3/1912 George No barometric 2 pages
Price/McCarthy records, only a
mercury column
5/7/1912 HM Wilson/ general Employment 1 page
superintendent sheets from
rescue workers
5/10/1912 Willis Correction on 1 page
Moore/Director request date for
barometric
readings and
update on
findings
5/11/1912 HM Wilson/General | Neglect to send 1 page
superintendent expense account
5/18/1912 A H Storrs/Director Submission of 2 pages
accounts
presented to BOM
for payment
5/20/1912 Holmes/A H Storrs | Regarding bills 1 page
for labor and
railroad fares
5/24/1912 Chief of US Weather | Enclosing copy of 2 pages
Bureau/director barometric
records
7/9/1912 William Miner claims 1 page

Burke/engineer in
charge

balance due to
him




6/28/1912 Holmes/Cameron Concerning 2 pages
balance paid
7/9/1912 Wilson/William Never told relief 2 pages
Burke workers what
they would be
paid
7/16/1912 JW Refusal to pay 1 page
Cameron/engineer | claimed balance
in charge
3/27/1912 Engineer in Sending 5 men to 1 page
charge/Norton Coal | help with rescue
Company efforts
Reports
Date Type Filed by Subject Size
3/26/1912 Inspectors Bureau of Inspectors 2 notebooks
notes Mines notes on
accident
3/26/1912 Preliminary Bureau of Preliminary 7 pages
report Mines report on the
explosion at
Jed mine
3/26/1912 Abstract Bureau of Abstract of 4 pages
Mines Report of
explosion at
Jed mine
Maps
Map number Subject
1 Jed mine
2 Area of explosion
Newspaper Clippings
Date Paper Author Title/Subject
3/27/1912 n/a n/a 83 Men Killed by
Explosion
4/5/1912 Bluefield n/a State Ends Inquiry
into Jed Disaster
3/29/1912 Bluefield n/a Broken Bodies
Pinned Under
Tons of Slate
3/27/1912 Bluefield n/a 83 lives lost in coal




mine explosion
5/6/1912 Gazette-Times, n/a President Storrs
Pittsburgh Appointed at his
own request
3/30/1912 Bluefield n/a The Jed Mine
Yields Up 14 More
Bodies
n/a n/a n/a Criticism of
Rescue Car Brings
Reply
4/6/1912 n/a n/a $473.50 added to
Jed Miners[ Relief
Fund
n/a Bluefield n/a 3 bodies taken
from under the
slate
4/2/1012 n/a n/a Paull Replies to
Criticism
n/a n/a n/a Movement for
Relief of Mine
Victims
4/3/1912 n/a n/a 7 bodies still
remain in Jed
mine
n/a n/a n/a Jed relief fund
awards are made
Telegrams
Date To/from Subject Size
3/26/1912 Engineer in Notification of 1 page
charge/Norton receipt of
Coal Company telegram, sending
5 men to help
3/26/1912 Stone Gap Colliery | Please authorize 1 page
Company/Engineer expenses
in charge
3/26/1912 Norton Coal Please authorize 1 page
Company expenses
/Engineer in
Charge
3/26/1912 Engineer in Car 7 enroute 1 page
charge/ND Maher




3/26/1912 Wilson/Manning Rice and Paul 1 page
leave at 5 for mine
disaster
3/26/1912 Engineer in 6 or 8 men will 1 page
charge/Stonega reach Welch 2
Colliery Co olclock
Wednesday
3/26/1912 Bureau of Rush help at once 1 page
Mines/Burke answer.
3/26/1912 Bureau of Mine explosion 1 page
Mines/Burke near Welch
reported 80
entombed
3/26/1912 Bureau of 93 men entered 11 1 page
mines/burke came out
3/26/1912 Bureau of Reported 1 page
Mines/Sutten explosion; wire
instructions
3/26/1912 Vice President Authorization 1 page
Maher/Engineer in
Charge
3/26/1912 Bureau of Car 6 leave Irwin 1 page
Mines/Wilson and arrives at Jed
in the morning
carrying people
and supplies
3/26/1912 Sutton/Wilson Do not go to 1 page
Welch; cars 6 and
7 due there
tonight
3/26/1912 Paul/Wilson Burrell suggests 1 page
collect samples
afterdamp at
every opportunity
3/27/1912 Wilson/Holmes Send first aid 1 page
3/28/1912 Bureau of 45 bodies 1 page
Mines/Rice discovered so far
3/30/1912 Bureau of Mine explored 69 1 page
Mines/Rice bodies
4/2/1912 Bureau of All but 5 bodies 1 page
Mines/Rice discovered
4/5/1912 Bureau of Expect to 1 page




Mines/Paul complete
investigation
Saturday
4/4/1912 Government Safety Take full face 1 page

Car/Rice

section sample in
one of butt entries
off second main
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dAnsry report o wadee of the
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As & resull of the ewplosion 81 man lost thelr lives;
91 men wera eg&ld %o have been in the mime % the tluws of ths explo-
eion; 11 men esesped, bui one s subsoguently dled From the
effects; b or & ware on the ktom nesr the ghafy, snd 4 or B
¢n the sscond and ‘Ei-éﬁ right B tes not iravorsed by the ex~
ﬁluii%ﬁ WEAYE. Tl = .

{ iﬁ *Q‘aﬁe aﬁﬁ 1% %jag net %@3 fﬂllf iﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁfé&n' ﬁﬁar 511 *%ﬁ Eiﬁ’%&&
heve ?ﬁﬁf’z ::éﬁ?ailﬁ rietted 1t =&y be po:slbls Lo dotermine sore ax-
estlyl, Trom thooe left buit es%ﬁa; ark of the sxplosion tr&t&iﬁ%{i
e'a?.?&rﬁ towsrd the shaft, bul died meey on da rount froe fyos lase
gszl duel, on the dlaponsl ~ead lesding %o in in bottom; and *«*:ss
the livor of thy gproup of mem 8% or near the botiozm §fF the encft wovre
savel,

™he siher branch of the axplosion rent inwnrd froo the
18Pt butt sutries on the sssond mals hesdor, snd epresd through the
& rursilel sntries, ad thon peesad InrOweh = "alr of euwt off entrles
intq 5L 1 main besdine snbries., It ren $0 the hesde snd epread throuh
tha 4th, Sth smd 6%h right enirles, in whieh the méarﬂ*’ af the nga
wars workins, The gzploelon pssesd eutwardly on Zo. 1 msln hesdine,
but diad sway on the desp ground nes? the mouth of stems:  shal ls,
Balars it :‘eaabsa the dlssonnl hending whlch lende %o the wadn botion.

fma of the most siriking thinge about “he ouplosion wse
tho dyln sway before 1% renched the ghall by renson 87 the swap
coniisien of the antries. Had 1t net been fop thils ri‘,._ @p conditic
af the reof, ribe sud flasr it 1e probsbls t sha o
Rave wreoked both the holsbine snd sl ehaf™e, ‘o 1* **g..,, 43
nn vislssce shoen at the noletine shaft:y thore wos 2 caﬁvdaziﬁr st
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the sir shaft, slightly demselpg ths fan, but not sufficlently to in~-
torferw with iie werkin: sfier some reysirs had boen mads,

The mein hoisting shafé is the intske, snd the alr ehafd
the returs. There is £ Guibal fan, cspsble of produsing s volwe of
snout 125,000 ouble feet of alr per miruts 2t spproximsfely a ons inch
WRLOr FRUTe.

*re Pellowing sve ihe ohlef festurss netlosd:

“ne fnct thet che holsting ehaft =nd =maln botiom was v the Inlske
nsved the men who ware worklag on ths botiom from bhelng overvome by
fivsdery, The wen who weye ln the sesond sod tadrd right buss sytvies
were H1E0 On tha Inteke, henos wore eble to spoepe.

111 the men ¥l wore in the aren travereed by the @yploelen were
¥illed, snd showed bure, 80 probobly they dled limedlstely and ihere
wae 1o opportenity of asvizme bthee afizr bhe sipinelon.

The follovine ware the ohisf fenkures notliged lr the acusso
of the tmvisiigntiom }
(13 shat tha explosion died sway upen the wet groundy

{2) That the workings were lryregulerly leld out:

3 whet the hemlsge rotds wers $oo wide, as well 2 lvvesuler
%o b= Bept olesn; '

{4} #rat Lhe sirocuress werc stih Yoo wide In wiew of She heswy
fells that could not de simamad up '

{5} “hat whils the voof ned he reputetion of Lelng bad, 1%
was syparently in she wide roome end wide suirvles that
thin wms nost mepifent, the snarrow work etanding very welly

{63 that while the conseption ie excellent of hoving two sels
of saln hendings meparstel by & wide pillsr, that the
sdysnsegs of thls Intanded leoletion wae eullirsly lost by
vavine ten cross somhectioms oat Sheoesh ¥hie ;1lloee if
these oroce oornmaeatisns had not boon driven 1V is jmre
than probable that the 40 or more sen who were worklng
on the right elde of the mine =304 not have inas their
1ivep.

{7 *he vortlilpsing currente of Ghe nine were not sulllolently
s5plit to keep the zue below the dsnger Tolni. For 6z~
nxple, in tho T Lloft buit sotrise me well as ths meln
headings thave wos & continmous current sliboush tha
wonds 57 omoh of the antries made more or less OR.

Gooms were tursed In sdvance of $he last open crossont
tna veotilstine surrente bLulng condueted o the heade
of the entries sznd roowe by brottices: while turning
the rooms in ndwarnce of the lnst erossout ls not fovbidden
by ihe Yeet Virrinls lews gush Twsstles ls forblddowm in
mtay osher shtates: nd in eny cose It cesnot bo eonslder-
od 2 pafo prastice, & semll Zall =ay entlrsiy destroy
tha offook of bratiiciue ond cause & doprordue soowmiloe-
tion of mep, euch op hos voeohk tho ouse sivce Lhe oxplos
sion wnils the investir=sion hase bSoek polny on.
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The stoppings Tor wentilstion erpesr 1o heve bsen mainly
Inose dirt or rock walle, eenlly dlavlsesd by sn explosion
svnd sleo offering svportunlifg or lesakege of the alr under
noraml sondltione.

Undereuiting wue dona by sleotyrie breast aschines. The
voursyr vas obtsined from the trelley =irs by hooliing &
Hoe 6 or So. 8 bure wire osble to msaoe sud sareglng it
into the fads of the entry., Thess pover cobles wars
strung slong the prope, arperenily, ipenlotors eeliom
belng employed: 1o some cssss wo foumd $he bars wirs
nalled to ths props fo ewltcnsr were expleyed so thet
when the cuprent wae on ot all 1t wse on throughout the
mire, hence Af & guseous condlition exieted in suy of ihs
entries snd with & sdort clrenls, which wie entirely
Uxely to ococur, 1t =2ight fgnite the cme. The proc—
tice is therefore reprehensibls in mod having yproperiy
inzuloted pover onble, sl in noi hewine switohoes mwh
would oubt out the pover ocubles or the trolley w=ires vhen
ihe lines were noi 1n use.

#uile learge aspunte of {aflewessble s-.m [methana lvere nok
given off fi;il‘iﬁg thﬂ whme of the lonspecotion, thers wae
suffioient =2 b hepde of the 1efd dutt sntrion
and the medn @a&rﬁau. %2 201l mp the &ih sad 6h vigh
butt entries sdd-meden stoone tapsin & enfely lavp,
snd in & pusher of oneer proverie! suleviny the hesds of
the antries =ontlomsd or the lael rooms 02f sase with

s pafoly lsesp om soeomt of ite Fillisy with flowe, ve-
gui rizg the use of an elsotrice lmap
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Ans made sove gas when workine zotively due o breaking

ur the sosl. Ip view of such condltlons 1t would noen
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the mine. Open lespe, tip %0 the 4ime of She gxpmﬁm
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ipedtlon but snsble &4 min@m npd effisliels Lo obrarve

if‘ thare wns any :n.k%?rfém% 8% thet vomer lipes ooanld he

en,,* offy Bare pover linsy conpitlituts n weneoe in minee
e;t ' 6.

There were lares masniitles of conl dust w}m;w%-f

em‘i, tas wine; oawml swoepd nany the asin wotiom the Auay

wos very flosly divided sed dry, ood sasily stirrad wy
into the sir. The dust wus zﬂ:@ from Lwo sourges:

{6} Prom bhe bug duets or meching dust;

{B) Trom vhe eosl growmd vy alomy tha heulage
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Thore wers lovgs qusntitiee of cool duet in ‘i;hf;z Lomay
wvovcines, Indisetlng ths. the ssohins dust was nod w8ll
shoveled up befors shooting, or even aftny shodtling

AT

Uaohing dupd oulting slould be shovelet uyp baf
to provest dencer from ite j‘-,,;.;*a;saéma In caee of o Bl
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HEMING T Ol L Y 0 zathode of humldlfylng wore
azployed and shs only methed of wotting ths conl duet waa
aiﬁg ths main heulere entries by seene of wator oarts.
Thiz is sntiroly insdequats to take cars of the soal Just,
In view 6f the fsol thut thore 1s 5 large flow of wated
inte the shaft end wideh now heg %0 Lo pusred out, 1t
would aypear » fittinz thlny to lsy & pipe line systen
threughout the odne and enploy thils water under its nnturel
prevoure from tha welar ring for systemctlcelly woiting
the rosde snd wortins viseos.  In lion of this 2 shesm
a4l fying plant s,,g}m B Instslled. This 1z not eo,
well adapted where the holsitloe shaft 48 the intaks on
rastuat af the stonr fopgling $he alpe 16 1n 2ot sdvisadis
12 reverse the voertilation in this ming slocs ths returne
are #old, by anslyste, Lo gorey ot times ne ouch ns 4730
of 1 gi‘i? pant of ﬂwzmm, sod which mleht be oxcwsedes
st » tlme of low Daromaisy, or if o agavy fall wuee on-
ﬁa%ﬁmm&. I updevetond 14 heap Boaun provosed & e
wuaiiletion be eaversed, but Tor the foresniny reusong 7
advigoy thot §1 chould wot be Jone,
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The explosives wead ipn Ho3h cosl ang f'ﬁf Yegenlas
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datembors =nd a bs-uﬂk & f*.‘m—s@ W
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ﬂiﬁars in pendlng detonstors o6 looce detonatore vars
foard in vlaoes whare they were axpoesd Lo fs ilg of ool
: x‘;ﬁ har bnd peac ; frats : .
cusl eubtings for
cusog fron the ghote
oy J.*:O’ei.:,,« Lhat Lhars
flore stteny i§§i WEE TH
eibility of sxrlosiys
. 20 ooneinaive proof was f’am~
"Zﬁf‘ ¥ umi‘i

wor w160 in coom
~rapsried ready

g aoguant of Smeplie.
rE OWRE LUy 08

sy is;aion

nt "!*ﬂﬁ?‘fr@,’if 1% £ire

&
e ke |

wat sdsousie
Lhers ghoulad
holst #itn =




dad e

OUECLUZION: ¢ It would arpesr that the fgnition of fire dsor by an
open lazp or sleotric ehort olrccit was the privsry couss
*hﬁ% the ane may hove sgomcmilztad in o pot hols oo throwh
brasiine dovn of & brsttice.
Thet ihe prissry e@plosion whleh moy howe bsen o Wory
#rall ome wae combinned by coul dust throusbout the sine:
the dust bedns more &mgﬁ;ws in the rrowencs 0F & eamll
quantity of methane sush sr probadly existed thore theousd
the apveas Lvaversod by the ewnlosion.

Tary yoereetfully,
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Mlel Minln: “neincor.
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Yeatern Union

H, H. Wilson Pngineer in Charge,

Harch 26, 1912,
Btone CGap Colliery Company, Glen Mergan, Va.

Please authorize following Join Bureau Mines
Rescue Car, our expense, salaries and travel, attached
Yorfolk and Vestern train four leaving Kenove midnight
for disaster near VWelch, eighty men entombed, namely:

J. C. Sturgill; Valker Cex; 7. D, Fannon; Geo. W,
Ganwood; L. B. Kelgore; Stokes Bradley; A. T. Blevins;
P, H. Sturgill; Chas. R. Haines; H. P, Collier; Judge
TETTY . Wire how mally #£0.

Engineer in Charge,
RBureau Y¥ines.



Westorn Union Telegraph

H. 1I. Wilson Mngineer in Charpe,

¥arch 26, 1912,

Horton Coal Company, Norton, Va.

Please authorize following join Bureau Vines

Regoue Car, our expense, salariee and travel, attached

Worfolk and Vestern train four leaving ¥enova midnight
Tor disaster near Welch, eighty mon entombed, namely:
%. T. Hopkins; R. Barrowman; R. 7. Bolton; 8. I,

lioney; Flem Denham; T. P. Justice; ' John Pruitt; 7.

. rs man
%, Cameron; J. ¥. Horton. Yire how mygc.

Tngineer in Charge,

Bureau lincs.



Form No. 16S.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

—— INCORP™RATED ———
24,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. ' C LE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liabilit; i asse
X 1 ¥, which have been i essage,
Errors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for compz;rison. and the Oompaxil;egilul)n%yt &?ﬁéﬁ&’ﬁﬁ&"ff;’f 3:35 (x)lrl- delays

In transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages. ’ i i A T 2 i
attortho mess%ge telve gywim theegom s fo: ages, b_]:gi%lllld the a.mountoi tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the clalm is not presented in writing within sixty days

This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.
ROBERT C. CLOWRY, President and General Manager.
RECEIVED 8452 PENN AVT PiTveryURe

at

28G., WR, 15 DH DH

Roanoke, Va,, Mar26th-1912,
Engineer in Charge; Bureau Mines,
Pittsburgh, Pa,.
Mesgsage received Car seven now enroute Jed mines wili move car six
there from Columbus,

No Do Maher, S P s

5 :1OPM [ ) oy . R

i

i
i . Mﬂp, 26 oL

# AN i i
| i {r A

Form 1

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

INCORPOR

25,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability. which have been assented to by the sender of the following message.

Errors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison, and the Company will not holad itself lable for errors or delays in trans-
mission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case beyond the sum of Fifty Dollars, at which, unless otherwise stated below, this
message has been'valued by the sender thereof. nor in any case where the claim s not presented in writing within sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission.

This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.
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THEO. N. VAIL, PRESIDENT | if.,‘( A s EELvmzag"énooxs, GENERAL MANAGER
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ReceiveDp AT No. 249 5th Ave., near Woad St., Pittshurg, Pa. ~su2rs
- TELEGRAM
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1zseed\15j<ﬁ7\ DUPLICATE OF TEL PrEyL,
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eer in oherge Bureau of mines .
Fnginee 8 = Pittsburgh, “Pe.

Six or eight men frow here will reach Welch two oclock wednesday
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THEO. N. VAIL, PRESIDENT : . i BELVIDERE BROOKS, GENERAL MANAGER

RECEIVED AT No. 249 5th Ave., near Wood St., Pittshurg, Pa. “s42®

172 cod=0"RUSH{—L £ ?7(/0» DUPLIGATE OF TELEMHONE S ToL U GRAW

Welch WYa. Mar 26, 12,
Burean of Mines,

Pittsburgh. Fhoned to_',.-* ..... GRS At
Time __ ¥ __|

Rush help at once answer. By ________ __;T. bet_,,.,_yiﬁ.;,; o




Form No. 168,

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

—————— INCORPORATED ———
24,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CAI E SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by thesenderof the following message,
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This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.
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: —————— INCORPORATED —————
24,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CAB! " SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender of the following message,
Errors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison. and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or delays
_ In transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of: yolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days
after the me; e is filed with the Company for transmission. .
This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.

’ ROBERT C. CLOWRY, President and General Manager.
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PORATED:
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This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only or conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by thesender of the following message.

Errors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sanding station for comparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errorsor delays
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ROBERT C. CLOWRY, President and Gegeral Manager.
J i A

152 PENN AVE. PITTSEY
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¥3: Knoexville, Tenn,, Mar26th-1912,
Paul; Burcau Mines;
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Reported explosion at Welsh WVA wire instructdens,
sutten.

1211 Pm.



¥Yestern Unicon

H, Y. Wilson nginesr in Charge,

March 26, 1912:

Vice Freasident laher, Norfolk & VWestern,
Roanoke, Virginia.

Your authorization November {ifteenth, nineteen
ten, Bureau Mines car seven enroute ﬁt; Paul, Virginia,
t0 disaster Jed Mine between WVelch and Gary. Please
handle. Carries annual pass A-eleven ninetyseven. In
addition Bureau Mines car six will arrive Columbus Ohio
geven fifteen Pennaylvania lLines Please ¥t order
Colurbus Superiniendent atiach train fcu:/i?ght forty-
five and hnul to Yielch and Jed Tlease acknorledre.

FHGINIFR I CHARGT,

BURNAU MINTS,



Postal Telegraph

H. li. Wilson ¥ngineer in Charge,

tarch 26, 1912.

Bureau Yines, Washington, D. C,

Car six leaves Irwin twelve-forty, Pittsburgh one-
thirty, today. Arrive Jed eight tomorrow morning, carrying
Deike, Raudenbush, Roberts, Davis, and extra Westphalia
Draeger and Fleuss supplies and apparatus. Will wire
ten trained men to join party in addition to ten you will

have PBurke ocollect.

Wilson.



Weatern Union Telegraph

He H. Wilson Engineer in Chafge.

Pittsburgh, Fa., Harceh 26, 1912.

Sutton, Bursan “ines, ¥noxville, Tenn.

Do not go to Veleh oars six and seven due there tomight.

Filson.

B A 108



Postal Telerraph

. 1. Vélson “ngineer in Charge.

March 26, 1912.
Paul, Bureeu liires, Washington, D. C.

Burrell mugpests collect sampleg afterdamp Jed mine at

every opportunity Lo obbtain complete series. Please cormunicate

#ice or ISurke.

Wilson.



Pittsburgh, Pa., March 25, 1912.

Associated Press Report on Jed, W. Va.,

Mine Disaster.

Welch, W. Ya., 1:30 P.M.: - An explosion in the mine of the Jed
Coal & Coke Company at :}edT éix miles south ¢f here today in=
prisoned 79 men of whom, up to noon, 10 had been taken out alive
and one dead. Rescue parties are making frantic efforts to reach
the other miners, and there are high hopes that, witl z few ex-
ceptions, the remaining 68 may be recovered alive., The cause of
the explosion is not yet known. The state mine inspector is

already on the scene.



Received from 1 2

Associated Press at 3:30 P UM liareh £6, 1912.

The bodies of four miners have been token from the Jed cosl
company mine unm to 3 o'clock this afternoon, end ten men have been
rescued alive. It was rerorted at this hour that there were

93 men in the mine at the time of tle explosion. Government
rescue men arrived here late today. 3elieved that few of the

remnaining men in the mine are now live.
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THEO. N. VAIL, PRESIDENT
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ROBERT C. CLOWRY, President and General Manager.
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ROBERT C. CLOWRY, President and General Manager.

RECEIVEDat 3152 pUnin ave, prre -
22G, YR, 35 GOVT,

Pty

Welch WVA., Mar30th-12, . 161 0 € dVAN i
Of ) ©a “‘ :
Bureau/ﬁines, , 3-;1;1_J;ﬁgd
\ . % - ‘-“ﬁ - "&"‘r‘F‘) .
Pittsburgh, Pa, e ,

Mine explored 59 hodies out 11l missing probatly under fall we wiil

not finish examination till Tuesday and return via Waghington nctify

cur people have wired Waghington,

Rice,
232PM,
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“eleh, 7. Ta. April 2. 1912

Bureau of *ines,

Titteburgh,

A1l but 5 bodies reewovered. 1 leave tonicnt for ashingstor.

Pitteburch Triday mormins. Faul and oihers rencin for few dajs.

Rice.



To Managér of Tclegraph Co.: G-t 3 OFFICIAL TELEGRAM
This message should be sent ““Paid :

Gov’t?’ Rate and forwarded with your

monthly report as voucher for your credit. Charge :

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
BUREAU OF MINES

The FesPAE- . LT Company

WILL SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE RATES FIXED BY THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL

Geo. ©. Rice, 1 _ Chief Mining Wngr

111 h ]

WOFCI PAE D Governme..t Rates, at. (

o April 4, 31922 191
To. . _Govermment Safety Care . e e e
62300
¥elech, 7. Va.
Take full foce section semrle g in one of butt entries off second

mein. When will Fsul and Delke reach Fittsdurgh.

Rice.



Y T/?? 5

Hareh 28, 1912.

lorton Coal Comvany,

Norton, Va.

T rave just been informed by the Pitteburgh
office of the bureaun, of ths promptness with whigh
you responded to their appeal for help at the Jed
mine disaster,

Plense meoept my thanks for the nssistance
you rendsred. tt 18 largely by such oooperation
that the buresu is able to sucsescfully cerry on its
worke

Youra very sinocerely,

Tirector.



TS YR
RS Eifﬁiw

March 28, 1912,

Stonega Colliery Company,

Zlamorgean, Va.
Dear “irs:

1 rave just been informed by the Fitishburgh
office of the hureau, of the prompiness with which
you resnonded to their appeal for help at the Jed
mine Adisaster.

vlease acoent my thanks for the assistance
you renderad. It is largely by such cooperation
that the bureau is able to sucoessfully ocarry on its

WOrK,

Yours very sincerely,

Tirector.



JED CCAL and CCOET COLPANY.

Welch, . Va. Avril 9, 1912.

r. James Paul,
United 3States Bureau of ilines,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Yy Dear 3ir:

Premit me to heartily thanlr yo. and your corps of
efficient and conscientious insmectors for the very great
ald and assistance readered by you and your inspectors
following the disaster in the mines of the Jed Coal and
Coke Comrany, Larch 26%th.

The prompt and efficlent work done by you and your
inspectors aided greatly in the recovering of the bodies
of those killed and in making conditions in 4the nine such
that the work of recovering the bodies could go on speedily
and safely and work in the mine for restoring normal condi-
tions could pregress end I esmecially a-vreciate and +thank
you and your men for your sympathy to me and your syapathet-
ic co-cperation with me following the Aisaster.

Again thanking you for your ¥ind and most material aid

and ascis

ot
g
[
o
»
—
®
=1
-

Tery respectfully yours,

(Cen. Igr.)
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Jvr /B-4/13/12,

April 13, 1912,

Mr. William Leckie, (eneral Manager,
Jed Coal & Coke Conpany,

Welch, W. Va.
Wy dear Mr. Taokie:

Pleasa parmit me to aclknowledne the rseceipt of your
very kind letter of April 9,

I have forwarded your letter to Dr. J. A. Holmes,
Direator of the Bureau of Mines, Washington, B. C., for his

{information.

Yours very truly,

N{ning Engineer.



Jvp/B-4/12/12

April 13, 1912.

Director:

Herewith fina letter received from william Leclkis,
General Hanager, Jed Cozl & Coke Company, Velch, ¥. Va., in
which he acknowledgeas the work done by the employees of the
Bureau of Minas at the recent Jod mine disaster.

Yours very truly,

»

thlng Engineer.

1 Enel.



GAB 1

Aprii 10, 1912.

lessrs. Wilscn
Rice
Paul
Regarding twoe samples of blood submitted to this laboratery
by Hr. J. W, Paul and tuken from men killed at the Jed minc where an

explusion recently occurred:

Sample 1, llike J. Patt, 4tk butt right, No. 1Z room
n 2, Tony Harendol, "

These two samples were submitied to the colorimetric test
for carbon menoxide and showed unmistskable evidence of the mern have-
irg breathed an atmosphere centziring carben wmonoxide. The blood

N

sawples, upon comparisor with a sample of nermal bleod saturated with
carbon nmonoxide, showed but siight aiffoerence in color. At a rough
estimstion ‘he bleood was prohably £5 per cent saturated with carhon
meroxide.
Very truly veurs,
S , o d
» e e . /(/
/ .2%;:71227@¢415 ,

Assiastent Chemist.



Thenegap Collieries Compuny,

Tear Dire:

statoment showins the amountc due cach of the eight

men gent by your company to

tion with

Glamorgan, Yirginia.

Maease subnit to thi

the mine digashor at

Jed,

o ¢ffice n detalled

. & . Tl &
that place. his

atatenent to include noth salnry md exventesg.

“attiemcnt of this acocount vwilil be made

Toun

tihig negesgary into

»rntion 15 receiveil.
g vory trul-,

Moy g7

Trgrineer in Chafpc.

e 7a., in connec~



Hr, Lo (. Gdwards, Seoralary,
Jod Conl and Uoke Companyy
916 ¥hite Uall Bullding,
Tew York 21ty.
DeLr Gire
Reforring to the recent explosion st your Jad wire, it is
the ocustom of the Buresu to submit & conflidential statement to the
orerator of the mine after investigation hie baen made of such &
dissster, polnting out the probable csuge or cnuses, and other danger-
ous practices disclosed by the investlration, with o viev to thelr
Miture gorsection or prevention. 1 therefore submit herewith such
o preliminary revort from the Chief Uinming Imglnecr, who, topether
with Tre Jo 7. Paul ant Ve, Twike, made & thorough fnvestigation of
the mine.
The reyort is belwr submitted In duplicete, as you may
desire to submit & cony of same $0 the locwl repspeuncni.

vary respoctfully,

Yﬁfv . sireator.
1 @MT _—
R RE X ey




¥R SEK 4-16-12

5720 April 16, 1918.

Mr. ¥ebb J. Willits, Vice Fresident,
Norton Coal Company,
Norton, Virginia.

Dear Sir;-

Referring to youwr letter of March 2%,
advising thet Messrs. Korton, Whittaker, Denham, Colliey
and Cemerson of your company, had been sent to the scene
of the kine disaster at Jed, West Virginia:

It is understood thet these men were retained
on your payroll durirg the time spent at Jed, and that
remittanoces to cover emounts due for their services
should thereiore be made to the company. As the Govern-
ment can only make payment to the men who rendercd the
service, it will be mnecensary to formslly employ each of
these men and have checke made ont in their favor.

Eindly submit to this office & statement of the
emount due ecch for salery and expenses during the period
0f thelr employment &t Jed. Remittances 1o cover will
be sent direct to your office in order thket the proper
endorsemente on the checks may be sscured and the funds
thue transferred to the Norton Coal Compeny.

Yours very truly,

A

Engineer %E, herge.




JED COAL AND COKE COMPANY

MINERS AND SHIPPERS OF

PocAaAHONTAS CoaL. AND COKE

W. A, LATHROP, PRESIDENT
487 CHESTNUT STREBT, PHILADELPITIA

A G. HDWARIDS, Suc. AND TREAS, T, . I S
NO. 17, BATTERY PLACE, NEW YORT, e A S R A A N

fed

o T B ™
J e JCO.{"E& e All‘?:’e’

. e v s T e o] ey P R CE TR g e e
the rourth page, cluumge 18, you states V"There was 70

Mmires

w
o
o
[¢)
<
f"
bte
B
[}
pe
[$]
.‘_‘:}
4y
Fd
ol
38
—d
L::,
g
¢33
s
O
=
ot
o
(

T

gtand it was so 11i7tes

@id 0 ~rating device such as




GER: AHE

fpril 18, 1912,
10.87

Observar,
United Ststes ¥emther RBureau,
3Inefield, 7. Va.
Dear Bir: -
It will be of great sselstance ir mekineg up report sa to
the Jed mine explosion 1f you will be kind enouch to furnish me with a
record of the bsrometric chenpes which cocurred about ons week prior
and ono week subsequent Lo the exploeion. It occourred at asbout 7:40 Bems
arch 26. I would like to huve the figures af sbout 1 hour intervils
teos anAl )
or as frequently as you mey neve them during the few hours prior to
AC
the time of the explosion, so that I ean plat the curves.
1f you desire that it should be taken upr forrmally 1
will zsk that reguest be sudbmitied by tho Director of the Puresu of
Mines. 1 thousnt, however, that it mirhi be handled directly and save

tire.

Yourse very truly,

Chief inine Fngineer.



Statenent of Tmerpency Imploynment of liners
Jed, ... Va., .iine Disastcr.

Mar 26, 1912, “urty from Norton “oal

27 " Sarty reported for duty at Jed, Y. Va.
’
John Torton, ~eft Jed at £ p. @m. larch 28 for U

Sodayo ot

Sompany left Iorton, Va.,

ab

B8 pem.

orton,
L8.50 per day,

« 750

O

Joe Whilttaker Teft Ted at € p. nm. ‘larch 28, 3 cws @ 2.00- 7.50
™lem Ternhanm Teft Jed at 2 p. m. urch 28, 3 daje & 2.50- 7.50
e s Collier Teft Ted at B p. m. ddsrch 28, 3 cars @ £.50- 7.560
Je e Cameron Left Jed at 6 p. m. darch 27, 2 daye & 7.C00- £.00

flar 27, 1912, larty from [tonepan Tellicrice Co., 01
k]

arrived at Jed 8 u. m.
;?u ‘"t ﬂturgill LGf‘J :(Jﬁ }.t :3 Tie Ila :Tul‘d‘h ?:8, 3 da}'B
Teorse Garvood b " TR Pe e " 28, 3 "
3. Ty lezsant " " "2 Pe e " g8, 3 1
Je. Ce Tturpsill " " T L P Tle " 28, 3 "¢
We He CoOX L R P PO - DA T
Charles 2. Haynes " " "B Pe U " &8, 3 7
Ctokes Sradley " " T e e " 28, & 7
Judre Zerry " i "R pe I i 8, 3 "
fubsistence of 13 men enrcuits el nd return, 3

each, 39 mecales at J0.75 each, = - = = = = - - - - -

“dleape: llorton to Crabham, 100 milcs
OCrahan to elich, 33
welch to Ted, 3 N

At 3 cente

u
byl

Tound trirx

- ——,

Tumber of men

anorean, Va.,

7,50
7.60
7. 50
7.50
7.50
7.50
’?.50
750
be

G .50~
& B.EO-
= 2.50~

mesls
- -29.25

Total - - - -

Totnl

— e e

106.08 1506.33
- 23033

Fares

- — e e owe e e

Tuperintendent

iccount subnittcd by J. . Cheymey, Tonceral
Ttonemay Tollicries Sonmmany, Tlasorran, Virpiniua.
Railroad Tare, MNeorton te Ted, L 27.50

eals enroute
Jourd nd Todeing
Tai road fare, elch %o
Tailrond fare,

at Jed,

€

4.50
1[1.“5

luefield?.27
“lue<ield %o
Zorton,

2.4l

$71.93
$302. 26



J.S. CHEYNEY,
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

i ines,

STONEGAP CO IERY COMPANY,
GLAMORGAN, VIRGINIA

ayril

Lyreriment ~tation,

Tithsonry,
Mentblemen -

“erlying Lo yours ol the 15th, &L ber to advise
tont our .ine foreman turned in to wr. Surle, Lncincer in
charze of ecar —o. 7, at Jed, We Vao, the 4ime of himself

seven men wilto nin drom our rlsnt. e did not keey
a ra2cord ano o cannot oive it from this yoint. If vou will
rive me lr. Surre's address, or gk him 50 send me
cory of the staterent, L will be zlad to forwsrd the infor-
tours very truly,

7
wtoneeay Colliery vorTany, #
SR <o é“f‘//l\ﬂ/‘/l ,,,,,, s
Fenera inbenieft.

Y 7/



April 20, 191Z2.

&,

Adre Jo °. Cheyney, General Tupt.,
Stonepap Colliery Conmpany,

Glamorgan, Virsinias.
Dear “ir:

In reply %o your letter of “pril 18y
concernine the nmatter of redmbursenent for ser-
vices rendered by men fronm four compuny in con-
rection with the nmine dicaster =t Jod. W. Va.:

I have secured fronm lr. Zurke, who ie
in ?ittebursh today, a svatement of the dates on
which these men vers employed. I am obliged %o
trouble you further, hovever, for informuiion as
to the anount of egal ary drawn by these nen, inas-
much as it ie undersiood that “hey were retained
on the payrolls of %the eomyaﬂj; alco for a ghate-
ment of the émpenses incurred by cach man for travel
and esubsistence in connection with the trip %o Jed

and return.

/

\/,,.év/m 0

Inpincer in Charee.

Youre very traly,
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GSR: AHE

April 22, 191Z.

Yr. ¥illiam "cCarthy, Supt.,
Bluefield Water Works & Improvement (Co.,
Bluefield, W. Va.

Dear S8ir -

1 have been endeavoringe to get a record of the barometric
changres which occurred sbout the time of the Jod expicsion. Iir. 7. .
Becksr advises me that you kmmes made some records at thet time. 1
would be very nmch pleased to kmow if you can give us zome positive 1in-
,'formetion sovering & few days prior and a few days subsequent to the

time of the explosion. Also whet the mature of the records are that

you have.

Yours very truly,

e ] Ce

Chief Yining Englneer.



GBR: ANE

April 22, 1912.

JED BXTIOSIOY - Pan Rellef Toors.
Director: -

Regzarding letter from 'r. /. ¥. Storrs sbout relief door for
the fen at Jed, I noticed on one of the side plates thst some rivets had
been cut. I did not look to see whether any of the plates on the top had
been similarly loosened. However, even i1f this had bsen done ! do not
consider that there wag eufficient provision to take sare of = violent
explosion if it reached the top of the sir shaft. The fan condult wae
rlaced on top of a platform extending over the shaft, but the srrangement
wae such that had a violent rressure resched the top of the shaft it would
have blown zway the conduit. "he only satisfactory arrancement is to have
the relief doors of the full ares of the sheft, with no projections that
may be carried away.

The conclusion is tret the statement in my rerort would re-
guite esome modification, but the fact remeins that the arran-ement at the
top of the shaft wes not such as toc have saved the fanr conduit if the
force of the explosion had resched it instead of dylnc awey on the wet
ground.

Very regrectfully,

s

-




STONEGAP CO ERY COMPANY,
GLAMORGAN, VIRGINIA

J. S. CHEYNEY,
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

APR 25 1919

R RN I S

Jureoann of Linesy

6

[N S P -
XYY ivien s Ylanion,

Sitosuure, fa.
werntlemen -

I ohave yours ol thne 20th, by Lre .. s Wilson,
Lasineer ln Yharse, and ber to advise tiat we did nob oF: Nah i

roll while they were wbsent. L do not

Jou jay, but LI they are to be 7paid at the

rates they received nere, 1t will be necessary to pay ther

N T 16 T el O ET e R e ©on

Irom s«uesa&y, 0,580 oo i, warch 20th, to #riday, 4 . oo,

Tarer 20th. whern e vl el her 28 we would nave b

aila o v bin, Wllell sl reswc..ea nere , @ We WoulLd N&Ve Deocn
- -y i b e N ' E A oy T . A 3 [ R y

comye Ll L0 e Vier Iy Life ninaer tie clrcumsiurnces.

fours very

~»tonesan Yolllery Commany,

<
’ﬁener¢¢ Mureris

~r

T !
BYVIVISY,
i

/



I 38
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ﬁpril 24' 1&12-

“r. 7411lis L. Yoore,
Chief, Unlted States Weather Buresu,
Teashington, M. C.
Desgy Sip: -

The Chief inin, “neineer of the “ureau of Mines is snxious
to obialn barometric records showine the conditions et or near the Jed
mine, which is lucoted about 3 miles south of Weich, ¥. Va. immedlately
prior to the explosion, which ocourred on Varsh 27, ot 7.95 germe in
which 85 men lost their livee.

It was olalmed locaily that there had been a deop in the
barometer of over one Inoh on the ni~hy rreceding the ezrlosion. Ve
hewe been unabls to obleln confirmetion of thie. Save you any roosord~
Ing Instruments loczted sufficiently nemr thie point thnt conld be
oconsidercd izdicutive of barometric condivion: st Jeas

fours very Lraly,

i rectors



dr. J. £. Cheyney, General Du.erintendent,
Ctoneprap Colliery Company,
Glamorgan, Va.
Dear Dir:

Hemewith please find cight cets of enploy-
nent apreements issued to cover the employment of the
elrht men Zrom your company in connecetion with the
mine disaster at Jed, vest Virginia.

¥indly have theee men cirn cach of the four
copies bearing their name and return the vcane to this
o’fice in the enclosed ranked envelope which requires
no postage.

Yourst very truly,

Inclosurets




GSR: AHE

¥ay 3, 1912.
Mines & Minerale, on Jed Disaster.

Director: -

Referring to the May iesue of MMinee & !linerals just received
the srticle on the Jad mins was evidently written by the Editor, Xr,
E. B. Tileon from other descriptions and not from personal knowledge.

It hes probsbly been brought to your asttention that on page
£80 he guotes & statement from the public press attributed to you, evi-
dently a carbled quotation,(that is if it was iesued by you at all.
The matber iz not relsted to the explosion. At the end of the arti-
¢cle,/on nasce 583)thera is & very mean statement with reference to the
Tadarsl Bureaw 0of YMines. The charge ls sg direct that I question
if it should pot be answered by a brief, dignified letter.

1 particularly feel that the following sfatemest is harmful:
"None of the crews as far as we are &ble to learn, have saved a
"single person” .
Do yow not think thet a letter shoudd be prepared, possibly over 'r.
Poul's cignature, which womld state thst the chief purpose of ihe
buresu had been to encoursge & systemetic exploration after an explo-
gicn, the recovery of the living tefore time was lost in recovering
bodlee (which has been éne of the chief contentions at Jed and else-
where) Thern the buresu entersd ou ithe work there were only & fow
sets of breathing apparatue in uee, whereas now there are zbout 1,000(?)
Mt reccue oa’ fire fighting corps have been estublished throuphcout
the eountry; such rescue corpe are called on many times at mine fires
whlch 1o ot rosous work; finally o give & list of the men who have
been rescued by the bureau men, sbout which there could be no contro-
Versy.

T will, of course, take no action in the nstiter uniess I re-
ceive some word from you.

1 wes very much interested in seaing that there was a very
fairly worded article onm the lcCurtsin exploslon, written by Trofessor
L.t.Bteel, who I understand was with you at St. Louis.

Fery resvectfully,

Chief Mining Engineer.



Bluefield Water Works and MTmprovement Company

BLUEFIELD, W. vajilay 3, 1912,

Geo. 3, Price, Esy.,
Chief Mining Engineer,
40 and Butler Streets,
Pittaburg, Pa.
Dear 3irte

I hare your esteemed favor of the 22nde. ult., and
in reply beg to say thait I have no bharometric records and,
in fact, do not keep any. I have a mercury column in ny
ofice which 1s usually obgerved daily by me, In this
connection, however, I might say that on Saturday evening
preceeding the Jed explosion I noted that my mercury column
stood at 26,1 incheas, a drop of 1,1 inches below normal, the
greategt amount of drop that I have noted in three or four
years, 1 considered it very significant as almost irmediate-
ly precee:ing the two exploglons at the Lick Branch Collery
of the Pocahontas Consolidated Company I noted a drop in the
nercury of about 1 inch.

I think possibly that Mr. Becker's reference to
this matter grew out of my conversation with him along the
above lines, That is the only information that I am able
to give at this time not 1.ving a recording barometer in use,

Regretting that I have not had such an instrument

and that I am unable to glve you data along the lines you



Geo. S. Price,
page 2nd.

guggest but hoping that this memorandum may serve you, I beg

to be,

Very resgpectiully yours,

WMcC/N



STONEGAP C . JERY COMPANY,
GLAMORGAN, VIRGINIA

Ley 7th, 1912.

J.S. CHEYNEY,
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

CCUREAL OF MinvE |
i PITTSRBURG. FA. i
FECENTN T

|

‘

lir. 1. . Wilson, “nzineer in Charsge,

Bureau of kines,

Fittsburg, Pa.
Dear ®ir:-

Complying with yours of 4#pril 27th, I hand you here-
with employment sheets signed by the men who went from here to
Jed, W. Va., gt the call of your Bureau.

They left here iarch 26th at 6;30 . . and reached
here llarch 29th at 4;30 TF. k. Under such circumstances we
would pay them for the entire time they were away from the plant,
and I believe it will be wise for your Bureau to do the same
thing, so as to have men who are satisfied to go if another call
should come.
Yours very truly,

Stonegap Colliery “ompany, Vs
///yeneral ﬁuperiy{endent.

Jhu/D
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10, 191&.

E.‘,‘r. Jilliﬁ ‘J' ,IOGN
Ghief of U. 8. Weather Jursau,
Jashington, D. C.

eer Sirs -

e W1llilsms letter of April 27 reeveived in reforence to
barogravh record& from ;lkiug, and IFsraiersbuars, Y. Voe Lexington, e
snd Tyethville, Va. for the 24 hours preceding arch &7, 191, at 7.5
ByMie It is now noticed that there was = tyrographic error in the first
lettar sent you, dsted April 24.  The explosion occurred ol 72D G

iarch &6.

Since writing you ureviously there hap boeen & letier regelived
from r. Wme VeCerthy, Supsrintendent Rluefield Jater orke and Irmrove-
ment Momnany, dated Rlusfield, ¥. Vo. "y B o ptotes: -

"I huve mo barometric recorde, and in Pfact, U0 not keep any.
I have s meroury columm in my office which ie¢ usunlly obzerved
duily by me. In this connestlon, however, 1 misht gay that on Yetur-
day evening preceding the Jed sxrnlosion ! noted thst my mercwry col-
wm sL00d at 26.1 Inchee, & drop of 1.1 inchse below normal, the
~roatest smount of dror that I have noted in three or four yeurs.
I comeldered 1t very simmiflicant zs almoet immedistely rrecedin:
the two oxrlocione st the “lok Brsnch Colliory of the Tocohortus

E = It}

Coneolidated Compeny I noted s drov in the moreury of sbout 1 ingl..”
oF

Cne of our alnins ewsineers war I1nformed that on that evonlug
therg was & hich wind {n the vicioity of Rluefield and Velch which blew
down telererarh and televhone wires, snd that thers was & enow ctorms uwh
Bluefield. Thig would have been 60 hours rreviovs to the exmlosion.

In view of the error in date 48 the vrevious letter 1 will
be pleassd to have you inoulre 10 there sy rears to hove besn ony atoog-
rheric dlsturbance euch ag indiented st %lueficld on Talurdsy evening,
Uarch £3, or between that time and Tuesdsy wmoraing, “sreh Z&.

In view of thse imporiunce of ithe Tocoh:rize conl Pleld, ond
the fact that zany of the minee are puseous, | puyrest thet 1t night be
& wiss vlan for the Yeather Turesu Lo furnish someore live “r, Yedarthy
with & barogreph on condlition thub he would keey in toueh with the ro-
cords, and rerort unfovorable eomditions Lo the opuratars i the vicinits
through the delly prece or throurh the wsency of the telerhone or tele-
SrErh Coupany. I hove no doubt bul thai such an srrencecnt woull bDe

neartily srproved, and sgcorded suprorh by the mins omarstors in ibo

“neohontas Tleld.

\ Mrector.




STONEGAP C/ - "1ERY COMPANY,
GLAMORGAN, VIRGINIA

nay 11th, 191Z2.

J. S. CHEYNEY,
GENERAL SUPERINTENOENT

BUREAL OF MINES |

PITT ST URG. FA,

R it n
| i
|

ar r

Mr. E. L. Wileon, Engineer in Chsrge, ‘ SR

Bureau of Nines,
Pittsburs, Ta.

Vegr #ir:

In writing you on the 7th, I neglected to send
you our expense account in connection with the eight nen
who went from here to Jed after the accident at thet place.

The otonegar Lolliery “ompany advanced this money,
and I will thank you to draw the check to our order.

Yours very truly,

Jtonegap Colliery Vomrany, //

//i7ﬁeneral Sureri
JsC/o

. end en u;l

LF? %




STONEGAP Cf JERY COMPANY,
GLAMORGAN, VIRGINIA

J. S. CHEYNEY,
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

“tatenent of exyenses of the eight men who went from

[¥1

Ulamorgan to Jed, W. Va., after the accident at the latter

rlace.
Rgilroad fare Forton to Jed ¥27.50
leale enroute 4.50
Board and Lodging at Jed 12.25
dailroad fare Welch to Bluefield 7.27
" " Bluefield to Norton 20.41

71.93
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= ve e e THorrsy, LeecivVer, 5/i6/is.

L1l be glad to mow whetlor you feel that
sour company is dn a periticn to nase setlanent of thepe
aceounte, in view of the nervice rendered 'nd af a nsortion
o the expoate involved in uonnection with the recovery
operationu. 17 for any rosten you Tint 1% darasticable
to do 8o, plests do not hepitule Yoo own rosord in order thab
1 wmay conclder what funde way be wvallsvle rou the appro-

priation fownrd the meinienunce of Thit Lureau Loy the pur-

pote of settling the buave.

Cnowing the trecendous lote and empenne $0
souy comuany hag poen pub by this disaster, L have nesdtated
berore bringing $ris watter o your attentien and only &o 8O

-

in bhe belief that you mey desire Lo acknovwledre In thie sy

%)

5

the sevyice rondered by thooe men,

.
¥ e 7‘»*»‘1. FOGNITE,

TAreator.

IncloB ro.



CoPI
JED COAL & COKE COLPANY, Jed, W. Va.,

Moy 20, lBLRC Y v vngn g

¥y dear Holres:

Fave vour faver of the 18th inst., regarding bilié
for lubor & railroud fares for the men that were bro:ght to the
Jed from oither mines by your rescue Cars.

This being a bill previous to the receivership, I cannot
pay it as suches I will however treazt it all as lebor, putting it
on the April roll and will send chsecks direct to the two compenies.

We very greatly appreciate the work which these men did
for the Jed and their readiness to volunteer for such dangerous work.

I think I huve already expressed to you my persoral appre-
ciation of the work of vour Buresu men at that time but if not desire
now to do so.

The émergency was great and your Devartment and employees
rose to it in a very fine mann.r. I sincerelvy trust that it may re-
sult in convincing some of the doubting Thorzses of this region of
the necessity of concerted action and the establishment of a number of
stations and the systematic training thereat of men frorm all of the
collieries in rescue work. If so, the lesson, while a dear onem
will not huve been in vain,

Yhat success hes the laske cogl lend bill tad in Congress?
1 have been so stezdily on the move und outkof touch with the nuvers
that I have not seen any refercnce to it. we are waking good headway
here with cleaning up the mine & hope soon te produce sore coal apain,.
Eerly next month hope to get a duy in Vash, & trust 71 mey have pleasure

of seeing vyou.

{SIGNED) A, H. STORERS.
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Chlef,
U. 8, Weather Buresm,
washington, 7. O,

Degr Bir. 2

I an in receipt of your letier of 'y 1i, emclosing copy of
barograph recormis in the vielnity of 3luefleld, V. ¥a. March 20 to 27,
inciusive. Thess huve been roferred to the Chief Mining Rugine:r who
says that it would noi epresr that the conditions were abnormal immed-~
lstely preceding the Jed explosion.

1 thank you very nmoch for ihe information contained.

Very respectfully,

Sirector.
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Jdre Willianm 3urke,
405-19th Street,
Asnliand, Xentucky.

Sgudenr re Burkes
Inclosad nerewibth iu o lotter foom . J. .
duriecron, Yorton, Voe, who oleduns a Dalunce due hinm of

o - - - B ey e RN L e A s S O R P =
211,00 on account of sorvicer ronacred a% tho Jed ming

Y i~ s K A oo 7 o, & el P M S s e ey e -
Zloabe AUVIEG 1N rosar we une x;‘si,ff“‘-.‘éz.iﬁvﬂ'i; eoforred to

D T W I o I 2l : e
e bween yoursell and L. Uadgeron
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w000 ner day and expentafie
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BE JEM

July 16, 1912

who Mp-rtinrumcwwm#médm in
Shew, however, of the faot that set®leiint wes scoepted
at the lesser rete by sll others Gomparned, I regret thet
1% does not seem practicasdle to make w exgeption in yow
osse,

Hoping that this explanation is satisfastory, I
am,

Yery truly yours,




July 16, 1912.

Mr, J. ¥. Cameron,
Box 361,
Horton, Va,

Dear Sir:

In further reply to your letter of June 28, ad-
dressed to the Juresn of Hines, VYashington, D. C., in
which you claim 2 balsnee of $11.00, due you on account of
services rendered at theJed, W. Va., mine disaster:

Your statement that you were to receive 58.0C
per day was referred to Xr, Williem Purke who states that
he rmade no mention of the rate that would be paid by the
burean for mine rescue work, However, the sottlement made
you wus at the same rate ae was tendercd and accepted by
the other men who rendered assistance at the Jed disaster,

I assure you that the bureasu thoroughly appre-
ciates the service you remiered 28 along with 21l others
who took part in rescue operetions at the Jed mine. In
fdew, however, of the fact that settlement wazs sccepted
at the lesser rate by zll others concerned, I regret thut
it does not seem practicable to meke any exception in your
oczse,

Hoping that this explanation is satisfactory, I
any

Very truly jours,

M7

Enginecr in Char
A




WARREN J.WILLITS, PRES.

J.FEBOHANNAN,GENL .M
WEBB J. WILLITS, VICE PRES.

E.H.HENDERSON, secy.

]

NorToN CoalL CoMPANY,
MINERS & SHIPPERS oF Norton Coal & CoKE,

NoRrTON, VA.

Yareh

27, ik, -
! L;' JR".,L‘. ' (\ b 0/ -
i EIT"SEURC & A,
Ingineer in Chnrge FosdUE g
Bureau of lLincs, MAR 2 9 1912
Pittshurgh, Pua. | ] .
Gentlemer:
i - ¥ message yesterday navising us of the
Ve roccived your meESsage yesierday avilsing
mine dismsier nenr Welch and asking us o send from here sone
mer: who rad taven instructions ir mineé rescue work ana woe wired
3 ; FPre 3 3 13 e Y arps et e
vou last nignt stating that we were sendiry five from our
: speration and that eight were leaving at the same tize from
j ; : ndyuice vouw P Ve TR
i Storegan Colliery Comnany. we wish Lo adviese you that the 1&W
N, : e
& § Raiiway waived tneir ruling in reference 10 pASSEngers on
: nilway
133 y ity from their Superintenaent Mr.
freight trains and by.authority T
- DY o 4 P
| W. S. Berker we were able to get these men started dust night
1 - - v Y a

! 3 gl " 4 -] Al q
At H100 otelock and they alse teh oNn & PASSENZEr coacil So
| 1 s -3 P s ol . v {
thna+t thne men cauld be more €as8ily ACTOMIO Ry €d. They should
snke nlose conrecticns at Uraham and should arrive at the
] . LR RN y R ey b
| sceneg of the disuaster enrly thils morning. he men who wen?t
| CENE L€
| {rom nhere were =g follows:
s o - s
| John liorion. JFT.P.Collier,
‘ Joe ¥Whittaxer. Jeweslamersgn,
Flem Dernnam.
Had it not been for ihe L&W Ry. these men could not huve
5  owp s S ~ iyt 11
left until this morning and nould net have polten o Velch urtil
3 -y TR 3y 3 e (oS
shaortly afternocon ) ought the action of the I&W Offleinls
J A4 :_ o g Al -
3 P p =, '(‘ - T I e YV
in =zllowing these men to travel on = freighl was ve
] th.at your office should be advisced of their solior
and thoughti thal your ofiice =0dld BE AGVISC
, t ohl th
and believe that they should ve given a vote of +thh Ly your
YAurs ve r-\r + ru
art Lo T0URYrS / f
He o trant PoTnol bl Cot SAEY
L Vice-Presi,
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Yewoh 28, 1912,

ir. ¥ D. Faher,
2nd Vies Preaidsnt and Gonorsl Hansger,
Horfolk & Yectarn Railwy (o.,
Roancke, Ya.
Xy Do My. Maher:

The Pitiebargh offloe of the buresu has just
informed me of yowr prompt sssistance in the movements
of safety cars Nus. 6 and 7, to the ncend of the Jed
mine dieaster.

Pleane acoept the thanks of the Ybureau for
the asslstance you heve rondered, as well &s my owm,
porsonsl, deop appreciation of youwr yrompt cooperation.
It 15 in s larce measure duc t0 such sseimtance thet
the hurean is sble 0 successfully cearry on ite work.

Yours very sincerely,

Director,




DERARTMSNT OF THE INTERIOR
BURSAU OF RINEE
pitbadm g, ¥,

AB3PTRACT OF REPORT
- ot
Explosion
A%
Jod Qasl and Soke Company's Mine,
Jed, West Virginia,
March 12th, 1912,

Report by O.0.Rice and | J. ¥, Paul
Abatrast by WeJaFons.

' Em} 68&0

Operators Jod tSoal and Joke Oonpany.

Loestion: Jud, MeDowell County, West Yirginia, on the Horfolk and Western
Bailrvad. ‘

Tate of Disaster: Marsh 264n,10)12, abont 8:30 ALl

Investigatéra: Geo. 5. Rice sud J. W, Paul.

* £ . [

 Bwsber killeds; Bignty Two. Zloven @acapsd uninjured.

Ignition due to; Probably to opem light.

Propeg: tion due tos Gas and conl dust.’

Ixtens of propagation: Throughout No,l and Ho.2 main headings and btatt
ontries,

Goel Bed; Pocshontas No. & ssem aversges about 83 inches in thicknoss.
The roof cousists of abeut 18 inches of draw slale, 2 inches
of coal, above which 's 6 inches of black slate; them a good

 gandgtons recf, In the entries tje sniire 7% feet of coal and
roof material is removed, dbut in the rooms the roof material
is hold in place by props.

An averags analysis of ths coal is es Folloas:

HOISLAXD =~ = o = = = = @ = = = =~ ~ 101
Volatile katter- « « - = « w = = ~ ~18.8%¥
PIXod 087HOR - - ~ = = = = = = = = = = 74,99
R e 2 &
BULPEREw = = =~ m = = - = .- 0,78

upln



Holsture: The mine, in gencral, is quite dry, howsver, sone perts
of the mine ars qulte woet, due to moarage frem Yug Fork River
which fiows over thw property.

Gas: Phie 1a distinctly s gaseous mine, the gas boing lidarated
from the ncoal.

Developoent and Einlog: Yoo mine is develoved fyom g shatty 36 feet
deeyp, and is worked by ths psnel system. Two msin heading
entries No.1 aod Fe.2 are soppezts by & pillar 200 feet
thiock, dividing ths mine inlto w0 ravels, ZneXI0L the main
heading entries are composed of four entries 20" x 7.5!, the
wainways and hanlegewsys being intakes and the other
Wwo entries return alrways. Uross entries are twrnsd on the dutt
10 the right frowm Ho.l heading and o the left from No, 2
hesding at intervals of 400 feed. From those hutt entries
roons are turnod sud worked o the rise wwiil they dresk
through to the naxt pair of butt ontries,

A1l coal iz underont dy Jeffrey and Jovdmem mining machines.

Bxplozives: Permissible explosives are uesd throughout the mins,

Holee are chargod and tamped with clay by the mirer under
the dirsction of the shot fivers. Three shot firers are
employed who fire the shots with eleotric battery while
the men ara in the mine,

Hanlage; 3By mules snd olectrie locomotives.

Yentilations Vantilation is ianduced by 2 8' x 24' eteel GAlbal fan
which is equipped with a steal aim and suitable explosion doorsp,.
The fan produces 126,000 cudic feet of air per minute with
2 wator gauge of 1} Inchas. The alr ourrent was split tharwe
tises, oug shlit going to the dip entries, one to tie No,)
¥ain hoading and the third to the Bo. 2 Main heading,

Lignting: Open lighte are used by the niner.

Bumidifying Methods: Considerable dust was found in the mine and in
rlaces was guite dry. Vater cars wers uged to dampen the duat
bat the aystam was 3sld to be inmeffective,

Drainage: To take care of the water in the mine, two Jesnesville pumps
have bheen instelled, one having » capscity of 500 gallons
por ainste and the other 1000 gallovs ~eor mimate. These are
at the Ddottom of the upoast shaft, the smmller one delng
nsed as an suxiliary. In the mine there are two gathering
pamps which deliver water to the shaft pumps, In the
wpeast shaft thers is a water ring and a puwp of 250 gallon
canasity which supplies the towm with water,

As a result of the oxplosion, 81 wsa lost tholr lives;
91 nen wero sald to have beon in the mine at the tips of the explosiony
1l men esocaped but one of them subsequently dled frog the effscts.

g



The explosios is allsgod to have originated in one
of the left butt entries off the Bo.2 heading by an acourmlation
of gas being ignited by a miner's open light. ¥ron these left butt
entries part of the explosien traveled toward the shaft hut diad
out on damp pround, free from loose coal dust, on the diagonal road
leading to the shaft bottomsy and thae the lives of the gromp of men
at or near the bottom of the Bhalt wore saved.

: The other branch of the explosion went inward from the
laft butt ontries on No. 2 hoading and spread through the four
parallel entries and then passed through & cut-off to the No.l heading
from where it spread to the dth, 5th end 6th right buit entries,

rush of air and smoke from the mine openings. Materisl for srecting tem-
porary brattices was quickly assembled and in sbout one-hslf honr

mon with safety lamps begen eresting temporary stoppings, They reached
the door at the first main entry and found tho door boy allve, but

e died shortly after reaching the surfage,

In the meantime, word of the disaster wos sent to the
UaSe Coml awd Coke Company, the Stiate mive inspectors, the U,S.Bureau of
Hines and neiphboring coll iories.

The work of restoring ventilation was carried on in g
systematic manner and by the following day the entire mine hag been
explorsd and many of the bodiss recovered, but quite a number were
located that could not be easily removed on account of roof falls,

{1) That the haulage rosds wers oo wide, asz well as
irregular tec be kept clean.

{2) That the aircourses wera too wide in view of the
heavy falls thas could not be cleaned AP

{3} Wnile it is excellent Practice of having two sstas
of main headings separated by a wide pillar, the advantage of thig
intended isolation was entirely lost by having two eross connections
cut through the pillmr: if these oross conmsetions had not bdeen
driven it is mors tham probable that the 40 or more men who were
working on the right side of the mine would mot have lost their lives,.

{4) The ventilating currents of the mine wera not
sufficiently split to keep the gas below the danger point,

{5] Rooms ware turned in advance of the last opem cross
cat, the ventilating being conducted %o the face of the entries and

rooms by brattices, Thiz i1s very dangerous practies, especially



in gasecus mined.

{6} Host of the stoppings wero made of loose dirt
in stons wslls, #hich are easily displaced by an explosion and also
offer opportunity for loskage under normal conditions.

. {7) Power for operating mining machinas was obtained from
the trolley wire by hooking & bare wire eable to same and carrying

it into ile fsos of the working plsce. No swiloches were enployed,

so that whon the current was on at all it was on throughout the

mine; honcs, if a gaseous condition existed and with a short cirenit,

it might ignite the gas,

{8} It is recommended that the open lamps Bow being
weed by the miners be replafed with approved safely lamps.

(9] The meshine cuttings should de removed before shooting
bo provent danger frou 1tz presence in onse of a blowm out sjob.

| {10} An efficient sprinkling system should be installed.
{11) The oecape arvangecents at the air shaft are in-

adequate for handling mexn at tiges of nacesslity; there shouald either be
& good holst with a cage or & good stalrway.
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83 WEN HILED
BY EAPLOSIN

Terrible Disaster in a West
Virginia Mine

. .
Victims{ Succumbed ' to . thie ‘D.em]ly

~ Gases . ’B_etorg Rescuers  Coullp .

Reach .Them‘aipd Only Eleven Men
"Who Happened to Be at the Foog
of the Shaft Maunaged to Escape,

L e —— :

Welch, W. Va., . Msareh 26.—Eightvy
two men were- killed to-day by a gawi
explosion in thé Jek Coal & Coke Co.'sl
mine at Jed,. W. Va,, ‘a half dozen
miles from: here. Only elevan men
escaped alive ‘and one cf .those died
within an hour after being brought to
the surface, - - : ) :

To-night ' thirty-three, bodies had.’

Deen located and.the resduers hoved- t
have:them out shortly.fEXplor‘imr paps

expect to have all the hodies ut by
noon. o :

‘When - the explosion eccurred probhw
ably only the eleven . .ien working. a;
the foot of the shaft had 2-chance fom
their lives, . They- readily made thel 1
way up the - cages, which were‘nog
dama.ged. Though some of the blade
of the fang were shattered, they Conwt
tinued to. eperate, with the fortunatel
result that. enough air was present ‘tay
admit searching parties immediately.

Less ‘than Half an hour after th
news of the explosion had been comwe
municated to thig place “reltef meas-,‘
ures- were in order: Oxygen  helmstg,
and cther appliances .were rushed
from the Plant -of the United States
Ceal & Coke Co., a United State,
Steel Corporation “mine ‘near by,
government . mine Tescue: car - emn, . rout
to Huntington, W, “Val,. was turned| -
back- on telegraphic ‘orders fmm‘Wa.sh---f
ington and - ancther car was - started:
from - Pittsburg. - The first ‘car. reachad:
here sherily ‘after noon.: The .experts’
immediately 'cpncededwtha; 2]l In the
mine. were déad. |

S’tate'm‘ine inspectors Promptly or.-
.Fanized “rescue bartiesg and. began the
@xploration -of lavels.: - As the: gages
‘were " -cleare ut atid . they hegan
Bearches of - tHe lower: levelg they i -

‘Mediately ‘began /0 ‘com@-upon miners,
Killed" almog ;

nearby-: sen
D]

t. instantly. Other, minés

. r
grief and’ distraction, :
The mine was inspected nst Kriday
&and bronrounced: safe; - Preliminary in.
vestigations to-day ‘hayve not divnlged,
el explogion. ‘Some

it as a physical. pré romenon. . Baroma ¢
oters in this vicinity have, heen show-.
ing vnvsvally: Iow readings for thqz
last week.  without the usual atmog-t
pheric changes: :

The families of “the: ‘deng men; find
themselves i $Ore’ straits, Work has .
been very sl ck-dt {he niine, Ortsida
aid will he ¢ 2SS sl

The State Department of Mines was”
notified to-night: by the “digtrict mine
Inspectors,®who dre. . hets, that no ef-
fort to ascertdin. the initial point - of
the . explosion- ar the ‘cdise would be
made hefore gH of: the: hodles have
beén recovered.

The Jed mine is ordinarily worked
by 125 men o the-day’ shift. . Tha
fact that the Cmine "has  not heen
worked regulai‘flyjaccounted for ninety-
three. men only. being in:the mine at
the. time of ‘the: "explosion, the other
thirty-two not having put in an. ap-
bearance for 4work this ‘morning, .

~Chief State: Mine Insypector Taing:
accompanied ™ by District Inspectors
Martin, Muir' and Holiday are - ex~
pcected to - arrive rduring . the night
CFrom Charloctmem 5 oa g o




STATE ENDS
NQURY INTE
JED DISHSTER

Evidence Adduced Not Suffi-
cient to Fix the Blame for
Death Dealing Explosion.

ACCUMULATION OF GAS IN

Cause of Ignition Not Ascertained,
-Examination Conducted Iy Chief
Laing, Who Placed Five District
inspectors on the Stand.

WORK OF SEARCHING MINE

‘ Tlle state has completed its investi-
gation into the cause of the Jed mine
‘explosion. The evidence submitted to
ithe coroner’s jury was not suflicient

‘to place the blame, but the cause is “--

attributed to a gas explosion, which'
\lgmted the dust. The original explos-
ion was found to have occurred in
'room No. 8, off No. 1 butt entry, on
No. 2 main, as was predicted in the
Daily Telegraph several days ago.
The examination was conducted by
lChlet John Laing, of the department
of mines, who placed Inspectors
\NlChOlSOll Grady, Henry, Martin,
'Holl: day and Muir on the stand and
‘questioned. them regarding their find-
ings. Prosecuting Attorney R. R.
Smith represented the state, while

Strother, Anderson & Hughes appear.
ed for the mining company, and

Stokes & Sale for the Fidelity and Cas-
ualty Company.

Guido de Vincenzo, sc—cretary of the
legal bureau of the royal Italian em-
bassy, with headquarters at Philadel~
-phia, was present to. represent his
countrymen who were killed in the
expTosion. - He had affidavits and wit-

r

el PR g i b A B &

ROOM NO. 8 FOUND 4§

FOR BODIES CONTINUES |

‘nesses, but if appears his witnesses,

, W. Va,, Fri

| Bluefield

|,

& I0tneat; which  was’ Conelaea:
about 11 o’cloek on Wednesday night,
commenced about 10 o’clock in the
morning and stenographers took dewn
the entire testimony. Chief Laing and
inspectors left yesterday for their
homes.

The Jed Coal and Coke Company is
now clearing up the mine, under the
direction of a special man sent to the
mine by the state mine department.
it is’ expected by the company
that work can be resumed with-
in a comparatively short time, but
men who have "been in  the
mine and examined the workings do
not believe it will be possible to com-
mence work for three or four weeks.
The work of looking for bodies still
continues, but progress is necessarily
very slow because of the slate in the
mine.

The verdict of the coroner’s jury
was as follows:

State of West Virginia,

McDowell county, to-wit:’

An - inquisition takenh at Weich, in
tlre -county of McDowell, on the 3rd
day of ‘April, 1912, betore Dr. J. H.
McCulloeh, coroner of said county,
upon the view of body of Frank Hill,
there lying dead, and others killed at
the same time, same place and by
same means, towit:

George Smith, James Haynes Steve
S. Szatmari, R. E. Pendington, Jacob
Sowsolski, Samue]l B. Jefferson, Steve
Howat, Berta Selidia, Robert Gilles-
pie, Adam Mimsick, Steve Motto,
Giovanni Sovanni, Alec Solaski, Mario
Guidolotti, Steve Sosnowski Guiseppe
Caparali, Steve Yankevich, Annibale
Giargi, Remeo Giargi, Andrew Zavoc-
F. Hilton, Jno. Motto. Chas. Chandler,
Wm. Chandler, Jas. Leoper, Sam
ski, Frank Golya, Alissandra Taran-
tella, Bruno Chriicosta, James 8. Par-
sons, William Bell, Lee Giinrer Victor
Steele, Volley Lash, Frank Rice, 1. C.
Gilman; E. D. McClure Will Harris,
William Greene, Jack Chandler, Wm.
iam Chandler, Janies Leeper, Sam
Hampton Henry Harris, Greent Terry,
P. D. Saunders, W. J. Woodward sal
Angew, Houston Jones, Willie Den-
ton, Alec Sabl, Sterling Martin, Ed.
Johnson, Kalman Papp, John Agach,’
Em dis Flex, Rinaldl Flex, Paul Mar-
tee, Nick Golya, sr., Mattel Petta,
Domenico Perri, Settimil Flex; Mike
Galia, ‘Alex Kissavick Frank Malner,
Ted Swabey, Joh# Gregly, Joe Buroazi,:
Francisco | Spaghuocla, Garmelo ~Spa-
gunola, Peter Sowlaski, Mike - Wil-
liams,. Paul Bodis, Alex Solaski, Em-
mett Tegry, James Cipory, Mike
Lynytor, Mike Gogosky, Mercu, Ag-
new, Wilson Terryal® there lying dead.
The jurors sworn to inquire when,
how and by what means the said
Frank Hill and those numerated above
came to their death, upon their oaths’
zay that the above named - parties
came to their deaths at about 8 o"clock
a. s, on March 26, 1912 in the mine
operated hy the Jed Coal and Coke
Co., at ‘Jed, W. Va., as a result of a
gas and 'dust explosion, ‘the origin of
which was an accumulation of gas
near the face c¢f No. 8 room off No. 1
butt left entry, No. 2 main, the cause
of ignition of said gas we are unable
to ascertdin from the evidence sub-

mitted.

In testimony whereof, the said coron-
or and jurors hereto set their hands.

GIEORGE WOLFE, juror.
H. H. PINKNEY, juror.

W. DIXON, juror.

D. BREWSTER, juror.

. HUFFMAN, juror.
~F. HENTRITZE, juror.
H. M'CULLOCH, Coroner.

SHAgne



Jaily

e e =~

AEN B0
NED UN
JNa OF aLATE

inued From Page One).

id  wooden blades put in
ere were none, with the re-
130,000 feet of air is now
0 the mine, instead of 60,000
s been all the rescue crews
to work with. The fan was
p about 5:30 o’clock and
ng headed a party of men
t into the mine about. 7

ng said it was useless to ex-
any men could be found
he mine, as ir is positive all
- and it was risky business
lances with so. many rescue
1¢ mine, when the fan might
get out of commission, with
5 results,
ief said the explosion seem-
ve the greaiest force at the
the entries and at the faces
yoms¥ This condition was
exist throughouwt the mine,
that it could not have been
tfor men to have existed in
long after the explosion.
Vo Funeral Services.
nen spent yes:erday digging
nd many of the bodies were
1ortly after they were taken
mine. This was made neces-
ause of their condition, brought
laying in the hot mine since
The relakives and friends(

ren followed the corpses toA

ing grounds and they were
into their last resting places
iny of the usual ceremonies.
ble have hardly recovered:
shock of the expiosion and.
e advice and guidance of,
who have directed the res-

‘offins  Await Trains.
at the little waiting sfation,
e is no railroad statlon at
imber of coffins await the ar-
trains. Nearly every . pas-
rain which stops, and all
‘e low because of the crowds
2t on and off, takes some of
s roward Weleh, from. which
y are sent out into the great
where, only the men who di-
shipping and the relatives
At Welch an exira force of
, been put on to handle the
hich go out on every train.
cannot stop long, as a sched-
be maintained and these men
hurry. As soon as a train
from Jed a truck is pushed up
ggage car door and the boxes
raded. The trucks contain- |
bound coffins are pushed to
- while the trucks with bodies:
d to westbound points are
- another convenient point, so

Ythe plants of the Unite

‘tunate men who  lost

side the ‘mine unde
the mine inspectors.
On the previous  nt

and Coke Company;:.
Consolidated Collieries’
Powhatan (Coal and -
the King Coal Com:
Eckman worked unde
thur Mitchell @and -0
Today men from ‘the
United States Coal:

pany, the West Virgj
Coal Company and th
Company will push, h
covering bodies. .
Falls of Slate: Gelis
Before going into th
Chief Laing said he 't
would be impeded to
the reported heavy. f
the No. 1, 2, 3 and 4-
the rooms leadmg oﬂf

ork 'of ‘re-

,lai‘éi night
progress
xtent by

covery of them may bQ
some days.

Odors Make Work Bistasteful. -

Because of the' heat
before ventilation was:
of the bodies are throw
which make it easy fo
to locate them., but make
much more distasteful,;
rats in the mine haVe b
the surface as. yet.’

Spend Day Diggi
During the afternoei
sent to help by - the. -
Coal and Coke Comph:

=
&
w0
]
@&
=4

were not needed at:
the day digging grave

e
=4
o©

]

=4
=]
k4

These men went at;j

as is the case in many
throughout the counti'y

of rehabilitation wall commence ‘The'
work under the state ‘ming depart-
ment will be prosecuied ith the idea:
of learning the cause of
and for the purpese of-
dence ito present to::
jury, and for special £
made for the departme

now employing men wh
to work cleamng up amd

with safety It is unli’k
ive mﬂnmg will ‘be ¢

iAfter the state .

e saved when the through

pletes its work the+fe

oot i1l catrdd | e Mo

people die,

y jler

1Al

_{the Unite

train schedules must be
maintained and that means hurry. In
distant railroad stations people are
waiting for trains and if a delay of
a momen: occurs complaints are made.
These people are only satisfied with
reading the harrowing details of an
explosion. They do not want to suf-
a moment’s inconvenience. To
them a mine explosion is but an in-
cideni of their day’s work. It means
but lictle more. How many of them
will respond to the appeal for aid for
the widows and orphans remains to be
seeln.
Many Killed by After Damp.

Some of the bodies recovered yes-
terday showed that the men had been
killed by after damp. There was not
a bruise or a scraich on them. They
had talien down while they were at
work or while {rying to get out. Ten
men were found on the No. 1 main en-
try yesterday by the rescue forces.
It is believed these men were {rying
o work <heir way out when over-

L jcome.

The rescue crew which went into
the mine Wednesday night was in
charge of Inspector Arthur Mitchell,
who wasg accompanied by Inspectors
Holliday and Muir, who spent the night
in the mine. Inspectors Nicholson and
Martin remained in dhe mine until
10 o’clock. This crew of men located
eight becdies which were sgent up.
They experienced considerable trouble
in working through the mine and had
to move carefully . They went out
from the No. 2 main to the No. 1 main
and past <be No. 6 butt entry, which
has no rooms on it. Two bodies were
found in that section and the men
worked on to No. 5 butt, discovering
five more bodies which were also
sent to the surface. Before the crew
completed its work for the night it
had bratticed ali the way to No. 5
butt and when the air had bheen car-
ried to that point they quit for ithe
night. Before leaving, however, the
air was directed into the No. 5 butt
so tha: it could bhe partially venti-
lated by the time the day force went
into the mine.

Ten Bodies Picked Up.

The day force, headed by Chief
Laing, Inspectors Nicholson, Martin,
Grady and Earl Henry and Manager

. Leckie, Superintendent Kunuff, of the

Jed Company and Robert Wallace,
inspector for the Pocahontas Consoli-
dated Collieries Company, entered the

mine with forty-eight men - shortly
after the mnight force had fin-
:lished work and  after  discus-
|sing the conditions found by
‘t'tthe night force decided to push
sheir way down the No. 1 main entry.
Al‘Along this entry no less than ten

bodies were picked up within a short
distanice from where the night force
stopped work, and these mmen were
sent bhack, a distance of about a mile

dland a half through the mine, over all
1kinds of debris.
<[then bratticed along, completing the
o, |air circuit shortly after moon.
+]then that Mr.
ol |NECessary to have a greafer and more

The force of men

It was
Laing decided it was

«7lsatisfactory  volume of air and
.‘lordered the fan to he stopped
.| until it could be repaired.

the men left the mine and

remained out until this work was com-

A pleted.

The Resene Workers,
Lagi night men from ihe plants of
States Coal and Coke Com-

pany, the New River and Pocahontas

. Consolidated Coal Company, the Davy-

Pooahontas Company, and the Buck-

,j the name. ‘itney wip collect data and !

take a repor: which cannot be made]
public. They will determine the cause
of - the explosion and it is possible;
that some of the features may he em-]
bedied in data sent out to  various
mine owners and superintenden.s from
time to time so they may guard
against danger in their mines.
Few About Mines,

There were very few men about the
mines yesterday. Inu fact, the Jed ex-
plosion has presented features which
no other explesion in this tield has
ever brought out. As g usual thing the
people from the entire fiecld flock to!
the gcene of an explosion and remuini
there for days. Heretofore explosions ]
have occurred in the coldest andi
most disagreeable weather, but in
spite of this the people have remain-
ed at the mine, waiting to see some-
thing.

In the present case the usual large
crowd did appear on the first day.
They went to Jed on every train and
crowded around the workings. There
were none of the usual scenes of dis-
tress. The women remained at home;
the men were cool, sober, and inclin- |
ed to depend entirely on the mine in-
spectors and watch the men with the
oxygen helmets as they went to and
from the cars, or to and from the
cages leading into the mines. On the
morning of the second day a crowd
collected but it dispersed and during
the afternoon of the second day there
were but few people at the mine, while
vesterday the crowd dwindled down
to the hundreds who came in on one
train, only to leave on the next. Very
few were at the mine in the after-
noon and even the fan house, inside
which the fan was Deing repaired,
did not draw a large crowd.

It may have been, thiat contrary to
past praciice, the people depended en-
tirely on the newspapers for their re-
ports of the exploston. The paper
sales were unusually heavy at any
rate, the Daily Telegraph alone send-
ing out between 8,000 and 9,000 papers
each day.

MAKE THIS TEST.
How to Tell if Your Hair is Diseased.

Even if you have a luxuriant head
of hair you may want to know whether
it is in a healthy condition or not.
98 per cent of the people need a hair
tonic.

Pull a hair out of your head; if the
bulb at the end of the root is white
and shrunken, it proves that the hair
is diseased, and requires prompt
treatment if jts loss would be avoid-
ed. If the bulb is pink and full, the’
hair is healthy. i

We want every one whose hair re-'
quires treatment to try Rexall “93”
Hair Tonic. We promise that it shall
not cost anything if it does not give
satistactory results. It is designed to
overcome dandruff, relieve scalp irri-
tation, to stimulate the hair roots,
tighten the hair already in the head,
grow hair and prevent baldness.

It is becauge of what Rexall “93”
Hair Tonic has done and our sincere
faith in its goodness that we want you
to try it at our risk. Two sizes, 50c.

and $1.00. Sold only at our stires—
The Rexail Stores. C. H. Gocdykoontz
Drug Co.,, operating the ast End

Pharmacy and Blueﬁelg_Pglarmaey.

Auction sale ¥riday, March 29th,
at 121 Campbell avenue, Roanoke,
Va. Six pool. tables and fixtrures;
four-chair barber shop, all complete.
Also cigar and tobacco show cases. J.

B. Greenaway, auctioneer. 3-26-3t,
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examinel as it is taken from the mine
and a record of all finds made so they
can be presented hefore the jury. How
long the inquest will wake cannot be
foretold. it is likely that it will last
days, as a great deal of evidence will
have to be presented. The mine de-
partment will take  spcial pains wih
its Invstigation, as it may be neces-
sary to make an exhaustive investi- |
gation into the causes leading to ihe |

Dangeronsly Duasty in Jannary.
In this connection the department,
Inzpectors Nicholson and

,on January 29. Ai that time the mine

. by Explosion, One. lwas found to be dangerousiy disty
‘m ieft Dependents,

|
I
‘and traces of gas were found. The
general safety of the mine was re-
ported as voor owing to dusty con-
ditions. Over 100 men were order to
cease work until the workings had
been wet down thoroughly so as Lo
make the conditions more safe. The
inspectors made an inspection on
e second or third of February, at
which tinie it was found the mine had
been wet down and the men were per-
miited to go hack to work, as the
dangerous condition had been remov-
ed.
Gas Collected in No, 2 Main.
As far as can be learned at this time
the explosion was due to a liberation ;
collection of gas in No 2 main,:
near No. 1 butt entry. How this gas
was ignited ig nc: known, hiit the he- |
lief is that the =as caused an explo-
gion which in turn ignited and ex—i
ploded the coal dust and a generat |
combinaticn gas-dust explosion wag
the result. |
Sunday the barometer in this ci‘ry|
showed a drep of over an inch andl
a quarter, anyl within an hour (lqwgea‘vy
snow storm visited the city. n‘day|

|the barometer was still low and Tues- ‘

day morning it stood over a quarter
¢f an ineh below normal. Some-of the
operaiore commented on thig fact in
connection with tne mine- expldgion.
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EIGHTY-THAEE
VES LOST IN
EAPLOGION

(Continued From Page One.)

from the United States Coal and Coke
Company mines. These men forty
strong, led by General O'Toole, H. N.
Favenson, chief engineer; C. M. Gates,
company mine inspédctor, of Gary, and
Superintendent Kunuff. of Jed, went
into +he mines to work. Among them
were trained rescue crews, first aid
men, superintendents, mine [oremen,
and the piclk ot the huskiset miners
who were ready and willing to do
hard work. They were also alded by
J. M. Vest, of the Standard-Pocahon-
tas Company’s mines, which were
closed down s as o lend all the
salety lamps possible to the stricleun
mine.  Some ol the United Staies men
hiad oxypgen helinels and rhey worlerl
i the lead, making tests of dhe air.
Other prominent wine lforemen  and
superintendents, from all pavis ol the
field, went fo give aid, among them
being Risbert Wallace, inspecior {ov
the TPocahontas Coilieries Company,
William Williams, ol Bluefield, in.
spector for the Pocahontas Coal and
Coke Company, and R. W. Parqubar-
son, of Landgrat,

lExpert eleciricians, linemen, track-
men, and other skilled mechanics
fvom all parts of the field rushed to
give assisiance and many of the mines
were closed down by reason of the
great outflow of workers, all of whom
wanted to get to the mine where the
explosion had taken place.

Will'am  Leckie, general super-
intendent ©of the Jed Coal and Coke
Company, was at Williamson the pre-
vious night and could not be located
until 11 o'clock, vesterday 1orning
when he was found at Borderland. He
rushed to the mine ag zwiftly as pos-
sible, taking freight trains, and final-
ly arvrvived at Jed about 6:15 o'clock.

1Te was hurriedly acquainted with
developments a0 the mine of which
hre had not heard. A Daily Telegraph
man wis antong the first to meet hint
npon his arrival, alter he had talked
the  sitaation wover bhriellv.  He ap-
peared duwmfounded and his lirst ex-
pression showed how he was feeling,
when he told a frellow operator .hat
he had been working in the mines for
forty-seven years and this is the
worsl thing that lie has ever been in.

To the Daily Telegraph man he

<aijd the worst parc of the blow would

lall wpon those who were dependent
upon the miners. Mr. Leckie knows
what these people will have to go
through hecause work has heen slack
at the mines, due to car shortage, and
as @ result thev  have been  living
hand (o mouth in many cases.

Mr. Leckie gave vrders that the
store furnish them everything they
need untii sume other atrangemenis
cari be made. He said the Dlow
wouud fal] heavily on vhe company,
which has been mining «¢oal since
1907, but which has never paid a
dividend, becanse all money made has
been pur hack inw  the plant  for
safcty devicesg and improvements, MMy,
f.eckie was asked if fhe families of
the eigitiv-three miners would need
help and he said he was suve they
would.

from
mine

he rushied to the
work had Dbeen carried
on all day by men {rom aeighboring
mines, Jed by the miue inspectors.
e soid he owed a debt to these men
witiel it would bhe hard for him to re-
pay if such a rthing could be possible.

At the mines he took charge of the
night forces and organized them pre-
liminary to their visit to the depths
ol the mine where all men, even the
governiient rescue men, cake orders
from the mine iuspctors in charge.
Last night Mr. Grady was in charge,
aided by Arthur  Mitchell. William
Nicholson wasg still asieep from the
effects of the after damp which had
overcotne him in the afternoon.

Several thousand wmen f{rom
parts ol vhe field ruzhed on foot, by

the slore

where

passenger trains and by freight trains

o the Jed "mine.  All day yesterday
every path was dofted with men going
lo the scene of the disaster. Many
were carried there by curiostiy, all hy
eugorness to see the bizarre, although
Ihe majority of *hem have had so
much  experience  at explosions that
there is liltle to vee and much less to
hear, except wlhen  occasionally a

PN B ~F A waccna eraw cQINE

all

ally some man broke throught ithe cor-
don thrown around the pit mouth and
shook the hand of one ot the mine in-
spectors and then went back satisfied
that he could not have done better if
e Dhad met a presidential zardidate.
Williamy Burke, of the mine rescue
car, came in for his share of the at-
tention, but he sypent a gowd part of
hig thue Irom 4 o'clock until alter
10 o’clock in the mine. The federal
mine rescue car spelled confidence.
Somehow the miners have the feeling

that iLhere help in sight  when
oxygen helmets and other apparaius

arrive on the scene and they all seem
to have faith in the government to do
many things for then.

The car itselt was visited by some
of the curiots, Foreman Burke said
tha. when the car was at Bricevilie,
Tenn., men would visit the car, get
something to eat, a pair of overalls,
several electric flashlights and other
things, but the car experienced no
such  brigandage yesterday. At 1
o'cloek when Mr. Burke was reached
over whe ’'phone, his car having heen
connected up with )hoth electricity
and telephone wires, he said ihe res-
ciie work was progressing satisfac-
torily and vhar he furended to o back
ttto the mine again,

Mr. Burke said vesterday ihat car
No. 1T had been dinc Jdehed from Pilis-
Imrg, and that he expected the ehief
or the mines bureawu, Dr. J. A Haliies,
from Washington, and James W, Paul,
lormerly chiet m'ne inspector of the
state of West Virginia, who is now
in the government mine service and
stationed at Pittsburg, and Washing.
ton. The arvival of another car will
not assist matters at the mine as ihe
men will all have heen recovered by
the time it arrives.

Chief Mine Inspector John Laing
left Charleston yesterday for Jed and
is expected to wring more district mine
ingpectors with him. Upon his arri-
val Mr. Laing will have full chuarge of
all the work, and will take complete
charge of the m'ne until after the of-
ficial examination has been made. He
and his men will collect evidence and
the various inspectors will file either
separate or combined reports.

[Evidence will be taken t{o deter-
mina the cause of the explosion and
all will be presented Liefore the coron-
e1’s inquest, which probably cannot
he held helore tomworrow.

Dr. ). H. MceCuolloch, coroner [lor
the distr'el in which Jed is located,
was ar the niine yesterday and made
examinations of the men as they were
taken from the miue for the purpose
of securing information. Lr. Kell, the
company surgeon, was also preselit,
but he had but little opportunity to
render any assistance. It was a place
for undertakers, instead of doctors.

Undertakers f(rom nearby towns
were rushed to the scenc of the dis-
aster and prepared the bodies raken
from the mine during the day fo1
burial.  Last night they spent the en-
tire n'ght in  the dynamo
where the hodies iay, preparing them
so they can hg sent to the bomes of
relatives on the hillsgide today. Thurs-
day and Friday will be the days for
funerals and there will bhe some har-
rowing sights as rhe eighty-threoe fan-
erals wend their way, cither Lo the vil-
lage cemetery or the railroad station
where trains will be boarded to carry
back the dead wody of” some mofher's
prou’sing hoy.

J. M. Vest, with forty men, was one

of the first to arrive on the sceng
of the explosion in ihe morning. Gv-
ery man with him cacvrled a safety

tamp and AMr. Vest {ook his men ingo
Lhe mine as their services were re-
guired. They (i excellont worls, many
of them having had recent experience
noa gas explosion.
PForfunale Change ol Plans,

State Mine Ingpectors Nicholson
annd Grady narrowly escaped being in
the m'ne al the time of the explosion.
They had arranged to inspect the Jed
mine yestevrday morning, but My,
Grady asked that Mr., Nicholson, who
is inspector in the eleventh district,
change his plans, so as to permit of
the Middlestates mine being examined
vesterday and the Jed tnine on the
following day, bhecause the Jed mine
workings are not so extensive by com.
parison with other mines and it would
be impossible to get through earlier
thereby permitting Mr. Grady to re-
turn to Williamson, the lheadquarters
of his district. The changed plans
toolk the two men to Huger and they
were about to descend the Middle.
states shalt when news of the Jed ex-
plosion was carried to them,

Securing horses Dloth rushed for
Jed over the Dills and they arrived
there about an houv later (o tale
charge of the rescue worlk. Although
hoth ave experienced men it can be
seen that thley know mines arc dan-
gerous unless eternal viligance is the
watchword and satety the ftirsl con-

widaratinmg,

Sded

station,’

{I{avold Bell Wright’s hook, the Shep-
herd of the Hills, one might well look
at these men and say,” Oh, what
men!” Oh powerful build, hardened
muscles and hardy appearance the
men who comprised the rescue clews
would compare with the gladiators of
old.

The value
| vemative for
[Treaspasgzers

ol good Mwads as o pre-
vatlroail  aeccidenis  to
was proven,  Compara-
dtively few mmen walked from Welch to
!Jc—d along the railvoad track, prefer-
rather 1o take (e macy dam road.
last tiine there was trouble &
the people crowded the railvoad
itpacks, bhut this time there were Dhui
féw track walkers. With good roads
all over DMceDowell and adjoining
counties it would be possible to have
auntomobile relief stations from which
Tescue apparaus and trained men
csuld be rushed by auwtomobiles to
scenes of such disasters as that of
vesterday, which it appears cannot
be nrevented, in spite of increased
vigilance on the part of the mine in-
gpectors and an increased interess in
the prevention of accidents on the
parc of the men und operators.
Vietima Has Brother Here.

J. H. Bowling and his Srother, of
this eity, came to (he Daily Telegraph
last  night, inguiring  abhoul (heir
brother, Rochavd O, Bowling, who was
Jo laver in the Jed wmine. 1 s
thiat My Bowling is one ol
viclis, amd his brothers will go
Jed today. He formwerty worled
ar the vound housge in this city, and
is well known herve. His home is at
Chatham Hill, Smith counly, Va.

Thirteen Caskets Sent to Jed.

The Hawkins Undertaking estab-
lishment in this city shipped thirteen
caskets and fitty burial robes to Jed
yesterday afternoon.

Shipped Virst Coal in 1907,

The Jed mine shipped its first coal
in 1907, the shipments for that year
be'ng 1,368 tons. In 1911 it shipped
128,806 tons. The mine was named
in honor of the late Jed Hotchkiss, of
Staunton, Va., who was the original
discoverer and exploiter of the field.
He was an engineer and gave his best
efforts to the development of the nat-
ural resources of the Virginiuas.

Well Equipped Operation,

The Jed mine operates the No. 3
scam, and has always been a gaseous
mine, but good care has been taken
to couform to the rules and regula-
tions of the department and the su-
nervintendent, W. M. Leckie, who is
one of the most competent men in the
regicn, has personally given it his at-
tenlion. It is also a well equipped
operation, there being concrete stop-
pings all along the main entries, and
the ventilation is on what is known
a3 separate splits, large tfans eing
uscd to force fresh air into the work-
ings, and the mine reports show that
the ventilation was good, that no gas
could be detected on the working
faces in the safety lamps when the
tests were miade.  Safety powder is
used, and rules and mining laws in
several language are posted and dis-
tributed among the men to keep them
acquainted with condit ons.

Regarding a shaft mine a well
krown and experienced operator in
wh- 7 o
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D. SANDERS:

The above list brings'the total nume
ber < men taken out and iden:ified
to fifty-five. Identificalion is comgara-
tively easy, Dbecause the  company
used a checking_system. Tn  some
cases, however, .the checks had Deen
lost ani some time had to be spent
before identification could be  posi-
tively made.

Number of Bedies Loeated

At 2:30 o’clock a number of Lodies
ftad becen located and the rescue crews
were carrying them to the foot of the
wine shut! where they will remain
wntil 6 o’clock when Dr. MeCulloch,
‘he coroner, will arrive at Jed from
Weleh, where he spent the night. Af-
ter the coroner examines the bhodies
they will be turned over to the un-
dertaker for buriai. It now appears
“1tat the prediction cf Chief Laing
i hat all bodies above the slate would
ibe brought cut before morning will
come true. It is likely that Mr. Laing
will return to Charleston and remain
there until the inspeciors have ex-
amined the mine, and are really to
make a report. He will return to Jed
in time to attend ihe hearings before
the coroner’s jury.

Pinneill beneaih tons of slate the
bodies of a number of men are still
in the Jed mine. REighieen were taken
cut  yesterday, leaving twenty-five
still entombed. Fifty-five have been
taken out altoge her. The force _of
men who went into the mine last
night under the leadership of Chief
John i.aing and William Nichoison
expected to recover ail the Dhodies
absve the slate by 'thig morning, and
as soon as the coroner arrives from
Welch they will be taken out and ex-
antined bhefore being placed in caskets
and buried.

RED CROSS OFFERS SERVIC

 Governor Glasseeek (dsks Coroner 1f
Ald is Needed—DMay be Used
Later.

Governor Glaszepck yesterday tele-
phoned to Dr. McCulloeh, the coroner,
asking if any aid was needed. He said
the National Red Crogs bureau had
tendered ifs services it . they were
needed, but Dr. McCulloch said every-
thing that couid be doxy\ . this time
was being do but-” @ igested that
the National Red C1r0s 'might laier
(be of assiztance in extending a help-
o hand te the widows and orphans
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necessary to speed up Tans
to wope with barometrie conditions,
and to keep econtinually cerain of
such barometric changes it will be
necesgsary tc nlace a  barometer in
cach fan house g0 weather changes
can be watched and eternal viligane
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[ Canse Not Determined.
The chief of the state department
of m.ines, John laing, said yesterday
afterncon :hat he had not been able
as yet to determine the cause of the
explosion at the Jed mine. It ap-
{pears that it will take a week or
more hefore the cause can he d‘.eter-
mined, because from the generai ap-
parance of the mine detailed qxarm-
nation will he necessary, apd ‘FhlS can
only be made after ventilation has
been thoroughly restored a.:nd the
lworkings put in such —cz‘,wnditlon. t'hat
all paris of .he mine can be visited
"with zafety. ) 7
: 1n order to assist in restorving the
., best circulation Chief laing ordered
the mine fan stopped yesterday after-
nocn at 1:30 o’clock. Two . blades,
which it was known were ifamaged
a: the time of the exploysion,ﬁyvggggzi
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.
A. Pharo Gagge, of Pocahontas, was
re on business yesterday. -
Virs. W. W. Hamilton has been in-
posed for several days.

C. Pack is in Lynchburg on busi-,
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Cause Not Determined, h

Of’l‘l}l}? f:‘hmt ‘cf th(_e state department
of -ines, Jonn lLaing, said yesterday
afterncon that hie had not been able
as yet. to delermine the causé of the
explosion at the Jed mine. It a -
pears that it will take a week g)l‘
more before the cause can be deter-
niined, because from ¢he generai ap-
parance of the mine detailed ekarnri—
nation will be necessary, and this can
only be made after ventilation has
been'tl" roughly restored ahd th;}
v{v](lnqullls p;‘.t in such —é::wn(litfon that
a arts of ol e’ ) isited
withl ey be niine- can he visited

tit o}'der to assist in restoring ihe
best (_-,11"<-ulutmu Chief l.aing ()I'derpd
the mine fan stopped yesterday nftejr--

U(]m_u ut' 1:30 o’clock. Two blades
which it was known were "xamaf)‘e(i
g

@ t!lﬁe”{jﬂireg._rwtlle explosion, were re-

(Contivued on Fage Six.)

mpany Will Spend

expected tol
Tenn., | Baptist
for a few days,
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Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Brown Dies
at Williamson—Funeral Here.

The very sad death occurred Mon-

"day in Williamson of Robert, the lit-

tle son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C.
Brown, who was taken girk about three
weeks ago with pneumonia. The

remains were brought to this city for
interment.

Little Robert was three years old:
He, like his twin brother whom he
leaves behind, was a very bright and
affectionace child. The two had
grown to an age where they were so0
interesting and now they are separat-
el.

PReside his little twin Dbrother he
leaves an older Dbroiher, and his
stricken father and mother to mourn
their loss. The sympathy of their
many friends and acquaintances goes
out to them in this their sad bereave-
nent. Funeral services were con-
ducted from the houte of Mrs. Brown’s
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. Tanner, of
Allen street, by J. L. MadKinney of the
Christian church, assisted at the grave
by -Rev. H. S. Mabie, of the First
church, interment taking

place in Walnut Grove cemetery.

WHO WILL IT BE?

Probably a Division Superintendent
May bo Promotod to Succeed
George P. Johnson,

Speculation is already rife as to
who will succeed George P. Johnson
as general superintendent of the
Norfolk and Western Railway.

Some officials ibelieve that one of
the present division superintendents
will be-promoted to the vacancy while
others think that the office will be
abolished -and but one general super-
intendent retained for the entire sys-
tem as in former years.

Mr. Johmnson’s coming appointment
as receiver of the Dayton, Toledo and
Ironton Railway is \regarded as indi-
cative of the road some day passing
into the hands of the Norfolk and
Western. At any rate it will be used
by the Norfolk and Western as an out-
let to the lakes at Toledo and will
also give a good Chicago connection
via the Erie road from Lima. The
Norfolk and Western for many years
has sought such an outlet for its coal
and coke trade—Portsmouth Times.

BISHOP GRAVATT COMING.

Will Conduet Service at Christ Epis.
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SED GO CONPAY EgE e

Own Request.

ROANOKE, VA, May 5—The Jed Coal
and Coke Company of McDowell, W, Va.,
where 73 miners and the former president
were Killed recently, is in the hands of
A. H. Storrs as receiver, the new presi-
dent of the concern having been appointed
to that position vesterday. The action
of the court in appointing the receiver
was due to the request of President
Storrs, The receivership was opposed by
William Lookie, formerly general man-
ager and a stockholder. The mines are
capitalized at $600,000 and have never paid

la dividend.

|
|'
!
i
i
I
|

The company’s stock is mostly owned
by Pennsvlvania people.

CHATER 10 1 G

State Issues Permits to FirmiZ

Clarion River Power Proy; .
S

e
HARRISBURG, PA., May 5.—hje /
have been issued to 13 companigrra.
are embraced in the Clarvinn Riva?
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MINE YIELDS
UP FOURTEEN

(Continued From Page Oue.)

URE BOUIES

even in  Bluefield. One northerner
was surprised to find thas hodies were
buried within twenty-four and forty-
eight hours after their recovery. He
expressed surprise when told that in
nearly every case in this section peo-
,’ple are Dburied within foriy-eizht
| hours of their death. 1n the northern
states funerals are rarely held until
the third or fourth day foilowing =
death. It is merely the difference in
custom in the two sections.

Like Sister of Charity.

under an unusual strain since the ex-
plosion occurred has been Miss Baker,
\who is employed in the Jed store.
| This pretty girl was at all times pleas-
ant, kind, obliging, and ready to do
every. hing she could #oc help every-
one. It was undoubtedly the hLiggest
undertaking she had ever witnessed,
ut no one would have known it.

Yesterday and on the previons day
Miss Baker went among the homes
and talked to the families of #he dead
miners, found out their wants, minis-
tered to them like a sister of charity,
comtforted them as they cried and
wern, held their little ones and sympa-
thized in every way possible. She was
a messenger of mercy and when her
kind sweet face was seen at the door-
way of the homes the faces of those
women who had been weeping bright-
ened up a little, just hecause this girl
had called and been kind and sweet
L0 them,

The children watched her. To the
men at the office she was an assistant,
but to the people back on the hills
she was an angel of «charity and her
name will long be reniembered by
those on whom she ecalled. Miss
Paker’s kindly visit of yes.erday
would make it appear that in addi-
tion to the mine rescue <rews and
other methods for getting lLodies out
after an explosion, an auxiliary band
of women who could visit ihese wives
and mothers in  their time of need
would be a good thing, Their own
neighbors help them and comfort
them but these people appreciate the
calls of kind hearted women like Miss
Paker who visit them 10 sce if there
isn’t something that can be done.

Sixteen Italians Dead.

Yesterday Guido du Vinecenzo, secre-
tary to the legal bureau of the Ital-
ian consulate, wi.h offices at Phila-
delphia, passed through thig eity, en
’l’out,e to Jed, where he will do wha:
lhe can for his counirymen. The secre-
Ltary of the legation gaid the informa-
tion at the legaiion was to the cifect
’tha‘; sixteen Italians had lost their
lives in the disaster, and he was on
his way-to the mine to see what az-
sistance the legation «could offer ihe
bfamiiies of the tep The dansratavy 3

3

Anong those who have had to work

Clineh Valley and Wise county coal
delds.

The sentiment in favor of a car is
52 gtrong that  if  the government
would offer a car or equip a car the

-al coal operators would not only
keep up the eguipment and mainiain
the car. but also employ all the as-
istance needed to carry outf the work
of the mtine hureau in this section.

Benefit for Mine Suiferers,
The Arcadians, a cluh which suc-

<essfully presented, *“Qur New Minis-
ter” a: the Klks opera house on two
cizcasions, and once at the Pocahontas .
spera house for the benefit of the!l
James O Litz Ohildrens Hamao winl
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RITICISM OF
HEaGUE AR
BAINGS REPLY

J. W. Paul Tells of the Purposes
and Benefits of Bureau
ol Mines.

DEATH RATE LOWERED
BY THE NEW SERIVCE

Says the Criticism Arose From a Re-
fusal to Carry Dead Bodies From
the Mine, Which is Not the Pur-
rose of the Rescue (rews,

GREAT GOOD ACCOMPLISHED
BY EDUCATING MINERS

| James W. Paul, in charge of the
]
rescue work of the federal bureau of
imln(u and formerly chief state mine
mqpectcr of  West Virginia, takes
serious exception o the statements
maﬂe in yesterday’s Daily Telegraph
ontlclumo the bureaw of mines res-
cuers in their work at Jed. Said Mr.
Paul last night:

“This is not a time for controversy
when an entire community .is deep in
sorrow over the unfortuna.e (disaster
at Jed, but it is opportune at any
time fo ceme to the defenge of a body

of brave men who are maligned while )

performing faithfully: 1heir most haz-
ardous duty. The g atement in today’s

Telegraph to the ffect that the mine
rescine men of the TUnited States
bureau ¢f mines, through overcai-
tion, would not gp into places in the
mine where other miners went with-
gut helmets, is entirely unwarranted
and is an mjustice, ‘not only to the
nien of the bureau of mines, bw: also
to thoze brave volunteer rescuers,
fifteen in number, who ' cdame from
;hfwmme_s_,,%" “ton. and (e oo

sid, 4ike dhi sedn o auues geme
cvers, are experiemced miners, train-
el in restue work, and wear helmets.
They worked in entire harmony wilh
the burecau ‘of mines rescuers aml
displayed as much bravery. Any criti-
cism Jeveled against the burean's res-
cuerg fally in the same manner upon
the men from Norton, Glamorgan and
Gary—men who did nct have to re-
spoud to <the call for aid, but who
did =0 from purely humani arian mo-
tives. The criticism likewise reflects
upon the whole body of miners
throuzhout the United States, for
the bureau c¢f mines men are practi-
cal miners of years expericnce and
men who were sclected for Lhese dif-
ffcalt  positicns  Dbecause of  their
cepecial fitniess.

“Undoubtedly the criticism of the
trained miners engaged in rescue
work arises from a rtcisconception of
‘he aims and purposed of the bureau
¢f mines anl the proneness of those
who do not take rart in rescue work,
to criticise it. Every new movement
is misunderstood and of course such
criticism is to he expected. The
wvureau of mines, in its endeavors to
reduce the loss of life in the mines,
is engaged first of ail in atten:pting
to prevent such disasters as this most
recent one at Jed. At the zame time
it reglizes that coal mining is a
hazardous occupation and tha’ under
the safest conditions men will be Kkill-
ed in the mines. The bureau has
therefore made the rescue of men a
part of its work. In carrying out
tiiis work, the bureau found a chaotie
condition & many 1mines following
dizaszters with an extremely heavy
iloss -of life among the volunteer res-
cuers. The most notable instance of
this w at Hanna, Wyo., two years
ago, when fory men rushei into the
mine to rescue sixteen entombed men,
The forty rescuers were killed. In a
'less dezree this has heen the situa-
:‘ti’n at a great many mine disasters.
[The burean felt 'hat if the resguers’
could he properiy sateguarded, their
Ihves migzht be spared and thst en-
tombed men might also be rescued,
‘tor a dead rescuer isn’t of any value
in life saving.
| “It wag determined, at any rate,
tha. the death rol} of rescuers must
be redquced. The bureau began to in-
trcduce system into rescue work and
furnished such aids as the oxygen
helme:, which permits the rescuer to
breathe artificially in an a mosphere
of mine gases that would kill within
a few moments. Resuscitation appar-
aitus for restoring miners to conscious-
ness was alzo introduced. The resul.
has been the organization of mine
regcue corps and first aid corps in
hundreds of mines throughout the
country. These corps, entirely inde-
pendent cf the bureau of mines, have
already saved many lives. A further
resu:. is itbat the work of saving life
following an explosion has been sys-
tematized; the rcckless bravery of the
miner has Dbeen turned into bravery
that counts in lives actually saved.

“The most recent disas.ers in the
United States attest the great value of
intelligent rescue work. Five en-
rombed men were saved at Briceville,
Tenn., and no rescuers were lost. At
the explosion at MoxCurtain, Okla,,
tw2 weeks ago, twenty-five men were
saved out of 100.in the mine. 1 have
not yet received a reporni on the sav-
ing of these men, but the bureau’s
rescuers were there and undoubtedly
did their gart. No rescuers were loat.

At the disaster at Jed, the buruu

; ((‘ontmued on Page. 3)




ISM OF
ESCUE CAR
BRINGS REP

(Continued From Page One.)

of fines 1men reported immediately
upon arrival to District Mine Inspec-
tors Nicholson and Grady, who had
charge of the work. This was follow-
ling out the usual custom of the hu-
‘rean which simply offers its service
to the state authorities. Whatever the
burean has done hys been under rhe
general direction of the state inspec-
tors, who appreciate the aid given
them and who work in entite harmony
with the burean’s men. In passing,
| cannor refrain from expressing my
conimendation of the Dbravery and
ability shown by the district inspec-
tors in the wonduct of the recovery
work. Under their wise direciion the
wolk proceeded rapidly and system-
atically and if there had ever been
any chance to save a single life it
would have been accomplished by just
such methods. The district inspec-
tors deserve the greatest possible
¢redit for their generalship in  this
fight. to save life,

| <At this disaster, ten men escaped
from the mine foliowing :he explosion
and Lefore the bureau’s rescuers ar-
rived. No man since has been
brought from the mine alive. No res-
cuers have been killed. The first
examination of the mine, as soon as
out first car arrcived, made it quite
appareni that all the men in the
mine had been Kkilled almost instant-
ly. However, we never allow such an
opinion to be conclusive until we have
seent everybody in the mine and have
in this manner satisfied ourselves
that life is extinet. The bureau’s res-
cuers and the helmeted miners froni

GAIT

Norton, ‘Glamorgan and (Gary have
pushed ahead nighi and day and have
penetrated every part of the mine in
the hope that some one might be sav-
ed. At this time there is practically
no hope that any miner will be brought
cut alive. @ am satisfied that had
there been a rescue corps right on
the ground when the accident happen-
ed, the situation would not have been
different, as the Dbodies already re-
covered give every evidence of in-
juries which weculd have caused death.

“Fortunately these extreme condi-
tions do not obtain at every mine dis-
asler. For instance, at the Cherry
mine fire in 1lincis, twenty men were
rescued after’having been in the mine
for seven days. The five men saved
at Briceville had bheen entombed two
days., At evéry disaster it is neces-
sary to explain that the rescuers of
the bureau are not present for the
purpose of carrying dead bodies from
the mine, but. for redcuing live men.
I am told there was some little mis-

S RPTETTUROARET TLURAYT MMV R LTV U RS
men and the other volunteer raescuers
on this point and that this jed fo
criticizm.
| ‘And Wt me say, the primary ob-
e lescie erews of the bureau
tae wvarious mining com-
1 teach the miners the use

i ae apparatus, with
s3ing upon everyomne
of  apaintaining corps
dous wt the mines. It can

v Le scen that a rescue corps on
e sp.t is of much more value in
gaving human life than one, 100, 200,
or 500 miiles away. Neveriheless, no
matter where we are, we are willing
to respond to any disaster and give
our best etforts toward rescue.

“The rescuers of the Dbureau of
mines need no encomiums from me.
If any fair minded man questions their
bravery, he only needs to know thar
in a little more than one year’s time,
two out of the twenty-four rescuers
employed hy the bureau have given
up their lives to the cause—J. K.
Evans, a. the Pancoast disaster,
Throop, Pa.,, and John Ferrell, at the
Cherry Valley mine in Pennsylvania.

“The averagé number of deaths in

the mines of the United States each
year is between three and four in
every 1,000 men employed. The death |
rate among the bureaw of mines res-
cuers, on the same basis, would be
eighty ow: of 1,000, which makes res-
cue work the most hazardous of all
occupations known to man.”
" [The Daily Telggraph made no
i eriticism of the work of the rescuers
with the federal mines bureau car. It
rsimiply stated the fact that their al.
leged “overcaution” was the subject
of criticism by other rescuers who
worked in the ill-fated mine on Wed-
nesday.]

| Lasd




$473.50 ADDED TO JED
MINERS’ RELIEF FUND

Cash on Hand Has Reached Total of
$4,258-—Meetiny  of Committes
Held at Weleh,

A meetng of the Jed Relief Fund
Committee was held at Welch yes-
terday morning. ‘There were present
W, D, Oxd 1. ¢, Herndon, D. J. F.
Strothes, v, O, Peery, Harry Olinsted,
H. N. Eavenson, W, J. McClaren and
J. F. Johnson.

After a discussion, and upon motion
duly seconded, the following gentle-
men were appointed members of the
executive committee which was em-
powered to act for the general coni.
mittee and to have the.power to fill
any vacancies which may occur in
i

[.. B. Tierney, Harry Olmsted, I, C.
Herndon, James Elwood Jones, W. O.
Peery, Joln J. Lincoln and H. N.
Kavenson.

Upoun motion, Harry Olmsted was
made vice chairman of the general
committee.

Afier a discussion of the work being
done and to be done, and urging upon
all members of the committee and of
the community the necessity for fur-
ther and liheral contributions, the
general committee adjourned.

The executive committee is to meet
in the directors’ rooam of the First
National Bank building at Welch on
Monday alternoon at 2 o’clock.

The eash on hand in the relief fund
has now reached a toral of $4,208.560
(ash on hand, previously

acknowledged ............$3.785.20

Contributions since last report:

J. F. HBanner, Gary, W. Va. ..§ 2.00
Smith-Briscoe Shoe (lo., Lynch-

burg, Va. ..icacivevineieenns 10.00

Watts Bros. (0 Lynchbure .. 5.00

Henry Howell, Welch a 1.00
V. 0. Stuart ............ Od 11000
Welch Theatre ......... o= | 37
T, J. Elliott ........... — 1.99
Joe Memo L..........n - R
l&. C. Bralley ........... & 10,00
W. J. McClaren ........ —_ | 15.00
J. Walton Thomas ...... = 5.00
1. McG. Phelps, Pocahont: - 5.00
Clithert - Grocery Co. .... 10.00
G. H. Kent, New York ....... 250,00
Thomson & Burton, Chicago. 50.00
W. Va. Rail Co. ... 25.00
Daniels and Hall, Welch ..... 10.00
R. R. Smith ................. 25.00
Queen City Supply Co., Cincin-

nati, Ohio ....... . covnnn 25.00
flfenry C. Werner o, Colum-

bus, Ohio ...o.ciiiiineens 10.00

I
TOLAL oo esvrennaeeceniiass $473.3

In the Daily Telegraph of Thmsdav
acknowledgement was made of a con-
(ribution of $50 from the Pocahontas
Consolidated Collieries Co. This was
a4 mistake. The contribution should
have been credited to Wiliiam Leckie,
manager of the ill-fated mine.
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(Continued from Jage 1.)

Welch, W. Va., March 26.—FEighty-
three men were entombed in the mine
of the United States Coal and Coke
company at Jed, three miles from here,
by an explogion of gas. Eighty-six
men were at work. Only three of the
number escaped.

Following the explosion afterdamp
pervaded the entire workings, and it
was impossible for any immediate res-
cue work to be begun.

Deputy State Mine Inspector Arthur
Mitchell arrived from BRluefield an hour
after the crash. Miners who had
worked during the night and were
then in their homes were brought to
the mine and organized inte rescue
parties.

Because of the deadly afterdamp, in

; which no human being can live for an
. instant,

it was impossible for the
would be rescuers to get farther than a
few hundred feet from the opening.
Wives of the buried miners wept bit-
terly near the mouth of the pit, urging
the rescuers on,

An appeal for help to the TUnited
Btates bureau of mines is to be sent.
It is expected that Chief Holmes of
the bureau of mines will be rushed
here with the government rescue crew,
which is equipped with an apparatus
to enable men to enter all parts of the

: workings.

‘Whether auy of the eighty- thtee mexn
is allve is problematical. Experienc-

ed miners say that there is a chance |

that some may have escaped the ex-
plosion and reached a part of the mine
not penetrated by the afterdamp.

‘Washington, March 2¢.—Director J.
A. Holmes of the bureau of mines im-
mediately upon learning of the explo-
sion in the Jed mine took steps to have
rescue cars rushed to Jed. Mine res-
cue car No. 7, located at St, Paul, Va.,
on the Norfolk and Western railroad,
not more than 150 miles away, was or-
dered to Jed. It carries four expert
mine rescue men, headed by Foreman
William Burke. Mine rescue car No.
5, at Irwin, Pa., slso was yordered to
proceed immediately to Jed,

cuat 1€

1ne real miners did
bf being led by a ma
pd to have heen a s
yesult, it is said, tha
10 piay practical joh . ,u sun
‘ears ithat the men passed the
hlong to have some tun out of the f
bral man and judging from the repc
lvhich have icome to the surface
fhen did send the men on various
kands.
8 The report which was circulated .
Yarding the foreman of No. 7 carj
orked against the other federal men'
E'hen they arrived owm the scene, that,
¥ all except Mr. Paul, Chief Engineer
hice and Assistant Engineer Deike.,
Bhese men andgthe knowledge they |
jave of mining are highly regarded;
hy the mining ecommunity, and thel
1iners themselves. |
It is likely that there would have
een a different story to tell if it
.ould have been possible to rescue any
yodies alive. 1t was known, practi-
Laily from the stari, thal none could
he alive, because Doth air courses
were filled with funies, and the work-
ngs were so small that there was lit-
¥1e chance of anyone being alive in-
ide. ©On this account the men of the
rescne crews took advantage of the
federal mine men.

Pemand For Loecal Mine Car.
The presence of the federal 1men
has, however, created a demand for a
11deal mine icar. The opportunity
created by the emergency should give

the mine bureau a chance to place
itself on a firm foundation among the
[Tocal men if a car could be placed in
Bluefield, from which poing it could
conveniently reach ihe Pocahontas,
‘fug River, Thacker, Winding Gulf,
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THREE AODIES
[AKEN A

UNDER SLATE

One Unknown to Rescuers and
Identity May Never he
Discovered,

r——————n,

SPECIAL PRAYERS TO BE
READ IN CHURCHES TODAY

Finding of Mutilated Corpse in Room
No. 8 on No. 1 Butt Entry of No, 2
Main Indicates Where Original
Explosion Oceurred,

FEDERAL RESCUE CAR TO
LEAYE JED THIS MORNING

Three bhodies were recovered yoes-
terlay from the Jed mine. The re-
mains of two of the men—Mike Wil-
liams, a Slav, and Paul Bodas-—were
identified. while the other stili remaing
uniden ified and perblaps the identity
will nevor be disctvered.  The men
were found under the slate which is
being removed so the bodies can be
taken out and turned over to relatives
and friends for burial,

Many of tue bodies in the mine are
50 covered with siate and debris that
it will be scme time before they are
taken out. The company has 2 force
Cf nien at work clearing out the mine
and pushing the work of recovering
bodies but the obstacles which are
bresented are so great that consider-
able delay will be experienced before
all are taken ou-. Yesterday the
funiils of those talken from the mine
weie beld and the last of the Hodies
which have heen recovered will huve
been buried by today.

In all Catholic churehes  through-
ou: the field today special prayvers
will be read for the repese of the 0nis
of %he dead en, who were given no
warning of the fate which ove TOOK
then. ’ |

There appears to be but Ittle doubt
Chutothhl this original - explogion oc-
curred iy rosm- 8 op.due. Lobuty eniev;

————

its investigation into the causes 1.

U5 ap to the explosion,

(hief ¥ngineer Riee. J. w. =
in  c¢harge of ihe  re
Assisiant  Engineon (D
Toreman Burike, chdenbush, r

and their assistants, Messrs Rcyn‘

and Reherts spent Iriday and yer
@y in the mine pursuing an inv
silion for ‘he federal mine by
The work brogiressed so rapidly
Mr. Panl was certain last night
investigation will have heen con
el on Monday, :
The ventilation in the utine hag 1
restored {o lhe condition it  wag -
previous to ihe explosion  and
working phaces re being cleared
A8 fust as the gases can be torced
of the warkings by the pure air.

Rszine SUSETDE T I this roomn ithe
0y of a man was found, the clo‘hes
xn {rom his body and burned by
e fire which was ecaused by the ex-
losion. Nothing bt the man's shoes
‘ere left on his feet and his hody
‘as houribly burned. No other Dbod-
's showed gcigns of having come in
mtact with swel a fierce flame a«n@

is quile certain the explosion origi-
ated in the rocn: into which this mian
ad gone with an open lamp. The
aopearances indicate a gas explosion.

The fire boss reporied the mine, ex-
cept for slight traces of gas, whs safe
for working on the morning of the
expiosion. It is Delieved tha! after
Le left the woom where the explo-
sion must Nave originated a fall of
siate occurred which short civeuited
“hie air by tearing down brattices and
permitted the gas to hang in the o0, “
in swh a quantity that an explcsion |
creurred as socn as ib came in con-
tict with 2 flame. it is also bLelicved
tiat there must have heen consider-
sile gas in the mine on the morning
Gt the explosion, as the face of the
cuvies and rooms apepared {o have
heen most affected hy the explosion,
which wcnld be natural if gag was |
present.  In very few places  was
there any sign of coking. The zeueral
appearance of the mine would whke
it appear that there wight have Deen
considerable dust in the mine,

The mine dopartment  wil)
mence its investiga‘ion the st part
of the week and will cover all he
points which will be of value in deter- |
miming the cause of the oxp ion und,‘
the fixing of the responsibili v. Chief
Laing, who returned to (',lrn'lﬂt,‘—smln,i
will return in tme to conduct tlte ox-:
amination of witnesses before  the:
coroner’s jury, which  will hardly
convene for several days,

Interest in the Tivcvey humidifier,
which is giving satisfoction at the
Powhatan Coal and Coke Company
mines, has increased since the expio-
slon at Jed. The theireicul primei-
ple on which this humidifier works
has shown in practice that it is cor-
rect. The mine department recently
made a report on the humidifier and
Chief ‘Laing said it was the best ap-
raratus for moistening inines that he
has ever investigated and said Le
wished there was one in every mine !
in the state. The principle, on which *
‘he humidifier works was explained
in detail in the Daily Telegrapl some
timie ago, aud the report  of  Chief
Laing on the working of the hamidifier
was also printed. It is possible thé,
the- mine bureau officials who are in
the field may visit the Powhaian wine
and investigate the worki 25 of ihe
huniidifier, which was invented by Col.
L. E. Tietney, general manager of
several mines in the field, and who
has been fortunate encugh to so far
escape an explosion in any of his
mines, although all are dusty if pre-
ican.dons are not talken to keep the dust
down, (ol, Tierney has great confi-
dence in the ability ot the humidifier
t2 do this.

This. norning  feteral mine rescie
car No. 6 will leave Jed lor Pittshuorg.
With  ihe car will 80 Assistant
i“pgineer Deike, Foreman Roudenbush,
Foreman Davis, ang Assistant Roberis.
Car Ne. 7, wih W, M. Burke in charge,
will remain untii Monday night or
Tuesday, at which time it is bejieved
the mine bureau will have completed

COm- |




PAULL REPLIES
T0 CRITICISH

Pittsburgher Defines the Posi-
tion of the Federal Bureau of
Mines in Work of Rescue.

PREVENTION FIRST OBJECT

Organization Seeks to Avert Such
Disasters as That at Jed, and Sav-
ing of Lives Is Only Part of Work.,

A - HAZARDOUS PROFESSION

Bluefield, W. Va., April 1.—James W.
Paull, in charge of the rescue work of
the Federal Bureau of Mines, of Pitts-
purgh, PPa., and formerly chief state mine
inspector of this state, made answer,
' here, to the criticism made against the
| government rescuers in their work at
| dJed, where 8} miners lost their lives last
Cweek. It wag charged the rescue inen of
the Uniterdl States Bureau of Mines,
through over caution, would not gobintr)
places in thie mine where other miners
went without helmets. :

“Thig criticizm,” said Paull, *reflects
von the whole body of miners throughout
the United States, for the Bureau 0?
i Mincs men are practical miners \ot years
i experience and men who were' selected
i for these difficult positions because of
i their special fitness .
X The Duiveutef aoi i s endenvor torres
| duce  the loss of in L!xe_ mines is enh-
paged first of all in attempting to preye_nt
such disasters as this one at Jed. The critics
have a misconception of the aimg and. pur-
poses of the buresu of mine The bursau
realizes that coal mining is a hazardous occu-
pation and that under safest conditions men
will be killed in the mines. The bureau has,
therefore, made the rescue of men part of the
work.

“In carrying out the work, the bureau of
mines found a chaotic condition at many
niines following disasters with an extremely
heavy loss of life among the rescuers. The

t notable instance was at Hanna, Wyo.,
two  vears ago, when 40 men rushed into
the mine to save 16 entombed miners. The
40 were Killed. In a less degree this has
heen a situation at a great many mine dis-
asters, 'The bureau felt that if the rescuers
could be properly safeguarded, their lives
might be saved and the ontombed men alsg
rescued. for a dead rescuer is not of any
value in life-saving.

“It was determined at any rate that the
death roll of rescuers must be reduced. The
hureau began to introduce system into rescue
work and furnished such aids as the oxvgen
Gelmet. which permils the rescuer to breathe
artificially in an atmosphere of mine gas that
would kill within a few .minutes. Resuscita-
tion apparatus for restoring miners to con-
sclousness also was introduced. The result
has been the organization of mine rescue
cordps and first aid corps in hundreds of mines
throughout the country. "These corps, entirely
independent of the bureau of mines, have al-
ready saved many lives. A further result is
that ihe work of saving life following an
explasion has been systematized: the reckless
hravery of the miner has heen turned inte
bravery that counts in lves actually saved,

““The most recent disasters in the United
States attest to the great value of intelligent
rescue work. Five entombed men were saved
a4t Briceville, Tenn., and no rescuers were lost.
At the explosion at McCurtain, Okla., 25 men
were saved oui of 100 in the mine.

“The vprimary object of the rescue crews
of the bureau is to visit the various mining
communities and teach the miners the use
of the modern rescue apparatus, with the idea
of impressing on' evervone the necessity  of
maintaining corps and stations at the mines.
It can easily be scen that a rescue corps on
the spat is of much more value than one from
100 to 300 miles away. Nevertheless, no mat-
ter where they are, we are willing to respond
to any disaster and give out the best effort to-
ward rescue.

“The rescuers of the Bureau of Mines need
1o encomiums {rom me. If any fair-minded
man questions their bravery he only needs to
know that in a little more than a year's time
two out of 24 rescuers employed by the bureau
have glven up their lives to the cause—J, F.
Iivans at the Pancoast disaster, Throop, Pa.,
and John TFerrell at the Cherry Valley mine
in Illing

“The average number of deaths in the mines
in the TUnited States each year is between
three and Jour in every 1,000 men emplo
The sath rate among the Burean of Mines
OSOT on the same basgis, would be {9 out
eV 1.000, which makes ne work the
zardous  of all oceupations known to
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EIGHTY-TWD MEN

CET DEATH
N I

A Mysterious Explosion
Catches All But 11 Work-
men at Jed, W. Va,

MANY BODIES FOUND

[BY AsSOCIATED PRESS TO GAZETTE TEs.] .

WELCH, W. VA., March 26.—IZighty-
two men were killed today by a gas ex-
plosion in the Jed Coal and Coke Com-
pany’s mine at Jed, W. Va., a half dozen
miles from here. Only 11 men escaped
alive and one of those died within an
hour after being brought to the surface.

Tonight 33 bodies had been located and
the rescuers hoped to get them out short-
ly. Exploring parties will have covered
all of the mine by 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing and expect to have all the bodies out
by noon tomorrow.

When the explosion took place probably
only the Il men working at the foot of
the shaft had a chance for their lives.
They readily made their way up in the
cages, which were not damaged. Though
some of the blades of the fans were shat-
tered, they continued to operate, with the
fortunate result that enough air was pres-
ent to admit searching parties imme-
diately.

Less than half an hour after the news
of the explosion had been communicated
to this place relief measures were in
order. ¢ !

Rescue Work Starts.

Oxygen helmets and other appliances
were rushed from the plant of the United
States Coal and Coke Company, a United
States Steel Corporation mine nearby. A
government mine rescue car en route to
Huntington, W. Va., wasg turned baclt on
telegraphic orders from Washington, and
another car was started from Pittsburgh.
The first car reached here shortly after
noon. The experts immediately conceded
that all in the mine were dead.

State mine inspectors promptly organ-
ized rescue parties and began the ex-
ploration of levels.

As the gases were cleared out and they
began to search lower levels they came
upon miners killed almost instantly.
Other mines nearby sent experienced fore-
men to lead hundreds of volunteer res-
cuers, who flocked to the scene as the
news spread about the countryside,

The usual scenes of horror and, grief
which attend mine disasters were lack-
ing here today. No families of the min-
ers crowded about the mouth of the
shaft. Women have kept within their
homes, overcome with grief and distrac-
tion. ’

Cause Is a Muystery.

The mine was inspected last Friday
and pronounced ' safe. Preliminary in-
vestigations today have not divulged the
cause of the explosion. Some local mine
men are inclined to regard it as a physi-
cal phenomenon. Barometers in this vi-

+

MEN HELPING TO BOO
INDUSTRI

J. ROGERS FLANNERY.
+

cinity have been showing unusually low
readings for the last week, without the
usual atmospheric changes.

The families of the dead men find them-
selves in sore straits. Work has been
very slack at the mine. Outside aid wilt
be asked.

The Jed mine is 150 feet deep. It is
owned by the Jed Coal and Coke Com-
pany, of which Willlam Leckie is gen-
eral manager. The mine is on the Gary
branch of the Norfolk & Western Rail-
road.

Mine rescue car No. 7, the first to ar-
rive carried four expert mine rescue men
headed by Foreman Wiliiam Burke. Car
No. 1, from Pittsburgh, is in charge of
Foreman D. D. Davis and Engineer G. H.
Deike.
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MOVEMENT
FOR RELIEF OF
NE VIETIMG

Contributions Being Made to
Fund in Aid of Widows and
Orphans.

B0TH WELCH BANKS
RECEIVE CONTRIBUTIONS

(ommittee of Coeallicld People Sug.
gested and Announcement of Board
of Trade ommittee Personnel
Made to Aid Good Work.

SHOULD ADVISE WITH
HEAD OF CARNEGIE FUND

Ag suggested in the Daily Telegraph
the morning fcllowing the explosion,

veral. mnvpmigts are.. ou- foot to
'rmu S iy ¢ ineedy-families
of the victimg oi" tue ded  disaster.

There are wmany - widows and
orphans left destitute, the num-
Ler  bheing  estimiatel  at  twenty-
five widows and thirty or forty
small childeen, all of whom were
dependent upon the hushands  and
Tfathers killed in this disaster, aund
most ol thew are in consideral'le pres-
etk need of the necessaries of life
and because of the very great loss
and (i(\stnuti\m, the wompany will
rolably it be able o care for the
ailic od ,uu),lo in  the manner in
which 1t would like to. !

The need is inmenediate and to that
end the Daily Telegraph apneals to
its readers and the public generally to®
sthseribe to a reiief fund. w

It .s hoped that the movement will !
Lecome field-wide, The follewing
committee is suggested, and a nieet-
ing urged for 10 2. m. Saturday:

John J. Ldincoln, H. N. Kavenson,
Father Gllsenan, Judge I. C. Herndon,
J. I8 Jones, Harry Olinstead, Mrs. L.
K. Ticrney, Mrs. W. D. Ord, Mrs. T.
J. F. Strother, Mrs. 1. J. Rhodes, Mrs.
I.. C. Anderson, Mrs. Herm Josephy,
Mrs. B. . Swope.

The Firgt Nationa! Bank at Welch
will receive contributions.

Assurances were made yestarday
that two subscriptions of $1,000 each
and two of $500 each would be made
by non-vesgident parties interested in
the field. x

The following subseriptions were
reported yesierday: |
First Na'ional Bank of Welch $i60.00

Daily Telegraph ............. 25.00
D. J. . Strother ............ 25.00
K. R, Smith ... ... ... 25.00

A message {rom Welch last night
conveyed the pleasant information
that steps had been taken immedi-
ately after the explosion to render
relief to the sufferers, and that many
contributions were being received. A
committee was appointed several days
age by the Welch hoard of trade, con-:
s gting of W. J. McLaren, J. . John-'
gon, Jogseph Herzbrun, F. D. Cook, S.
G. Walker, P. D. Brewster, F'. W. Hut-
son and othersg, who are endeavoring
to raige subscriptions, and who are
confident a large amount will be con-
tributed. The McDowell County Na-
tional Bank will rzaceive subscrip-
tions.

The Daily Telegraph invites the
committees to report the contributions
so that they may be published, and
also desires to publish any matter of
interest in connection with the rais-
ing of the fund. |

In union there is strength, and it
would be well if all those interested
in thig good work would combine, and
take the matter up with F. M. Wilmot,
secretary of the Cgrnegie fund. 1t is
understood that the offic’als of the
Jed Company are in hearty accord
with the relief movement.



CORPSE OF \i\! lTA JAN
H'dﬂ‘xfﬁ ED- Y’E TERDAY

Siate Mine Dop..l'mwnﬁ is Expoecteil

L]

to Begin Ny in\'m&iigﬁti?(m Todity

Adter Conelasion of kel Corou-

- er'y fogquest '\‘v’iﬂvf‘énumncm

VENTILATION WILL N@W PERMIT
SEPLDRATION OF ALL PARTS

» hody was vcmuve@”’" m the Jed
nrine yesterday, the ins being
those 0‘ an Italian. - Thg last cf the
mules were taken irom ‘mine yes.
terday  afternoon, ./ Leen. nales
wera in the mine at the time of the
explosion,

'l'he—., ederal mine bureau men weve
ne yesterday making in
Ly .le, on No. 1 g It is bol.uv—
ml they \"ill complete their work to-
i and (\""e for Pittsburg.
i'he work of recovering the seven
bodies still inside the mine is pro-
gressing slowly becange of the siate
falls whitch impede the work., The
bodies have becen in the mune . for a
weell now and the flesh has decayed
to such an extent that considerable’
slate hiag (o be removed :',)ej“uzn 2
atod, During the
work was made
seent ol the de
iy wmede Laown the pres
the body. The scont lias become s0
gereral now that it is difficulty to
vet at Lhe exact location of the dead.

ft 15 expected the state mine de-
partment will commence ifs investi.

rtion today, and Cheef Laing is ex-
pected to be present and take charge:
of the work.

The wventilation is now of such
1 character that the mine can
e o explored in every section
without any danger. It is thought the
mne sartment will take twe or
more ays to complete its investiga-
tious, after which the ccroner’s in-
Juest info the cause of the disaster
will commence,

The night and day forces of lab-
rers toe company has had cleaning
ap the mine have cleared the No. 1
nain to the fourty butt and the track
n botlh mains is pretty weli cleared.
This work iz being pushed along so
sat sfactorily that trips of mine cars
:an be run in gomoe scctions as soon
18 the trolley wires cun be revlaced.
e troek in tho mine was damaged
sery little by the explosion, St the
rolley wires wers  torn down  all
‘hrough the workings.

The company is putting in a four-
neh line of pipe which is connccted
0 the exhaust from the stean pump.
[he steam will be ‘njected inte the
ntake air course and it is expected
his will assist matevially in mois-
» the mine so as to make it sajer
e future. By the time the mois-
ening  apparatus iz completed and
he dust wel down 't is belicved the
nine wili be ready for operation, at
eust  in gome sections. No date for
he xoop(nll ¢ of the mine has as yeot

een 8

o
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Ratio Upon Which &
tribution Will be - §iz
termined at {

A meeting of the exediffve commit-
tee dt the-Fed Reéliet Fugu’ Cotnitetee
was held at Weleh Thursday, there
being present Harry Olmsted, W. O.
} Perry, J. J. Lincoln and H. N. Kaven-
{con.

The gecretary showed the following
letter received from T M. Wilmot,
,manager, Carnegie Hero Fund Com-
'mission, under date of July 2, and
stated that it had been accepted by
the committee under date of July 6:

Pittsburg, Pa., July:3, 1812,
Mr. Howard N. FEavenson, Secretary
and -Treasurer, Jed Relief I"und
Committee, Gary, West Virginia.
My dear Mr. Eavenson: |

1 have much pleasure in informing
you that at a meeting of the Carnegie
i Hero Fund Commission lhield yesterday
afternoon, the sum of $10,000 was’
awarded to the sufferers from the Jed
mine disaster of March 26, 1912, such
amount toe be paid to the Jed Relief
| Fund Comm.ittee, to be distributed by
it in such manner, and upon such
{basis as it may finally determine.

Tpon receipt of your committee's
acceptance of the commission’s award,
IT shall he pleased to send you a
;voucher in payment thereof.

1‘ It T can be of any further service
'to your com:mittee, I shall be only too
!gla‘d to do whatever I «can, and I
\thank you and your colleagues for
all the courtesies extended to me on
the occasion of my visit to Welch last
week., I remain,

Yours very truly,
(Signed) F. M. WILMOT,
Manager.

The treasurer reported receipts to
date of $26,739.79, of which amount
$226.99 rad been expended, divided as
follows:

Traveling expenses investigat-
ing dependents of victims
and securing information

about them ................ 3 75.24
Stationary “(at cost) for per-

maneint records ....ee.io.... 18.75
Advances to dependants ..... 133.00

Total ... e $226.99

The following resolutions wer:
ladopted =

I Regnlved, That the final distribution
.of the fund be made in the ratio of
Ithe following amounts:
Widow (each) ......oiinioennn $200
Childrea, under sixteen years of
age, average amount (eackd.. $150
This amount being that gpayable
to «c¢hildren of  the average afe
{six vears), amounts for child
vounger than this, to be increased
i $10 for each year’s difference in
| age and for children older than
" the average, the amounts to be
I decreased $10 for each year’s dif-
I ference in age.
|

‘Widowed mother .............. $200
‘Other dependents, whose depend-
‘, aricy is total .............. .. $150
"Other dependents, whose depend-
‘ ancy is partial ...........:.. $75

| The total amount to be paid each
person will be in the ratio of these
figures and will depend upon the final
lamou‘nt collected.

i Resolved, That the amounts assign-
"ed to each of the dependants may be
paid to them either in a lump sum or
in monthly installments, covering a
p<riod of three years, it Deing the
jopinion of the executive committee,
|however, that in all domestic cases
"(unless the amount is to be used to
establish a home) the installment plan
should br adopted, and that in cases
where (he dependents live in foreign’
countiries, the lump sum moethod he
adopted. Tie chairman and cecretary,
however, ave anthorized to make the
paynents in such manner as s in
their judgment. best suited to the ine
dividual case.

Resolved, That the chalvman and,
secretary are aulboriz.d te make an
agreement with the McDowell County
Naticnal Bank and tee First National
Bank of Welch covering the paymen®
of such moaey as may be deposizcs
with them to the dependents of the
vietims  of  the explogion, on such
tering as will he satisfactory and will
mreet the approval of Judge 1. . Hern-
don and Mr. D. J. K. Strother. Sczi
a2recnient must include the payment
of the nioney in monthly instaltments
over a period of three years and 1us’y
include the payment ol iaterest at the
frate of three per cent. por annum,
compounded semi-annually, on rthe
‘averagze balance in each bank,

i The tist ol all domestic cascy was
then taken up and the awards of tho
cominiltee nrade. The final papers for
the foreign cases have unot yelt becn
received, and no final distrisution of
the fund ¢an be made until these have
been retvrned. For all dependants in
thiz country, however, the payment
of cne Tundred and ten per cent. of
the base rateg was dirccted as uan
initial distribution, the remainder to
be divided when all information and
all coutributions have been received.

Howard N. Itavenson, of Gary, is

gseerctary of the committee.
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Three Brothers Killed.

The bodies of JTrek Chandler,
{Charles Chandler and Will Chandler,
lthree brothers, who were killed in
tthe expiosion at Jed, were carried
through this city yesterday en route
to Coeburn, Va., where they will be

buried. Bowed down with grief the
aged father of the boys wen: back
|home with them.  While here Mr.

|Chandler said he had lost his thiee
boys in this explogion, and his two
ldﬂngvhter.:—‘. both married io minersa,
recently lost their hushands in an ex-
Iplosion, thereby wiping out the entire
(male line of the Chandler family,
§with the exception of the aged father.
‘;The father said yesterday that his
iname would disappear with him, and
‘he seemed overwhelmed with pain
land grief. The Chandlers are Ameri-
cans. .

Mine Bureaw Doing Good Work
Commenting on the federal mine
rescue service and *he federa! mine
bureau, operators and oihrs who are
in the coal business appear to regret
exceedingly the differences which
arose between the men in the mines

nee until the gt
ompletes ity
Every

depﬂrtment ¢
Of the mine,

examination
body g

| bresent the play ‘at thé” Welcl “opera

nouse on :the night of Thursday, April
11. The proceeds of the entertain-
went wiil be contributed to the fund
for the benefit of the widows and or-
phans, left destitute by the explosion
=t the Jed Coal and Coke Company. It
way be said for the company, which
is composed of Bluefield people, that
its work is of a very high order and
unusually good for amateurs.
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