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Undertaker Denies Men Who
Died At Hawk’s Nest Buried
In Cornfield; None Of Bodies
Claimed, Declares

Summefaville, W. Va., Jan, 14. ()
— An undertaker pointed to 331
graves marked by wooden slabe on
the side of a bleak hill today and
vigorously denled the declaration of
a congressman that some who died
at Hawk's Nest were “dumped into
a cornlield i

H. C. White, the undertaker, as-
uerled “the death certificates all
showed causes other than silicoels,
a Jung diseaso which Rerresentative
Vito Marcantino (R-NY) said killed
476 of the workers In a tunnel drilled
as part of the $10,000.000 Hawk's
Nest hydro-electric plant,

‘White stood in the little graveyard
on hig father's farm and pointed to-
ward the nearest cornfield, a few
hundred feet away but out of eight
over the crest of the hill,

“There wus nu other place Lo bury
them,” he said.

“Rhinebart and Dennis, the con-
tractors who dug the tunnel, pald me
for the funerals, and the cost cov-
ered burlal clothes as well as graves.

“Some of the bodies we kept for a
long -time. Nobody knew who thelr
survlvors were. No one ever claimed
@ single one of the bodles.”

He declared .that cu'. um 33 graves,
thres were thosg of women.

“One-of the drumen wu killed - 4n
a fight with knives, another ‘'one was
killed when & tree fell on her shack.
5 don’t recall how the other one

"Bnt none of the death certificates
glvea slilicosis as the cause. Pneu-
monfa Is the reason glven on most
of the certificates.”

In Washington today, the house of
representatives projected an Investi.
gation of working conditions in the
tunne], Marcantonio having asked
that a board of Ingulry be created.
The New Yorker asserted 1,500 men
are suffering silicosls—caused by in-
haling powdered silica sand—and
that 169 bodles were “dumped Into
& corntield and thelr only grave-
sljm:!ea are cornstélks waving in the

The little cemetery, whose wooden
grave markers are bare of markings,
and whose mounds are covered by
briars, ia 27 miles from Hawk's Nest,
where the tunnel was drilled to dl-
vert watar from the New river Into
the ‘zlaw Kanawha-Power company's
Broal

wmu nld there ls another ceme-
tery near the dam.

“Rinehart and Dennls paid me alen
to prepare soma bodies for shipment
home; that {s, when ‘they could find
out where their homes Wﬁru. 1 don't
remember how many of those hodies
we handled. Most of those people

"dled of pneumonia,

“I didn't have a contract with the
company but we aggeed on a price
for the burials,

“I used. to have a map wmn the
graves plotted on it, and every time
we had a funeral, I'd write (he nama
of the person on the plot, Lut the
map's 108t now.' Of course, I have &
racord of the people, though.”

“He sald the first man burled here
was Roosevelt Singleton, on May 15,
1931, Elghteen were buried butwsan
May 15 and October 17, 1931, Of
those, 16 were recorded as. wictims
of ‘pneumonia and two were killed
in nncidanu

he last grave was dug March @,
1938. for the body of Jaohn™ Strong,
e death was recorded as caused

by nneumonu

Charleston, W. Va. 14. ()
George B. Couch, nll.omey for the
Hrm that dug the Hawk's Nest tun-
nel, declared today that “nobody on
carth will ever know how many per-
sons contracted allicosla” from the
silica sand in the tube.

Couch represented Rinehart and
Pennls, Charlotteaville, Va., contrae-

rs who were sued by hundreds nf

reone claiming to have contracted

e lung digease from breathing par-
Mcles of sllica ea

He asserted lhat after the contrac-
tor pald @ number of men who
vaad they suffered the affects
“everybody in snnthcrn West Vir-
a seemed to have sllicosis,

@ handi.ed lhout 450 @ulits
since the first case was filed. Sluce
then, between 4, an and 5,000 'panwu
have tried to sue the -contractors,
Clniwln: they lud oontrlclod the dl-
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