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GHARGE 475 MEN
DIE OF SILIGOLS

INTUNNEL PROJECT

‘Hawk’s Nest’ Amed of
Grave Disregard of Ltfe

Washington, Feb. 7. (#)—Charging
the builder of the Hawk’s Nest tun-
I nel in Southern West Virginia with

“grave and inhuman disregard” of
the lives of workmen, a house la-
cor subcommittee asked today for
funds to complete its inquiry.

The report was made to the full
labor committee by Representative
Griswold (D-Ind.) sub-committee
chairman. Besides an appropriation
power was asked to compel officials
of Rinehart and Dennis company,
of Charloitesville, Va., the tunnel

builder to appear at the house in-

quiry.
Tragedy of Long Ago

The sub-committee said condi-
tions prevailing during the funnel
construction in 1930 and 1931 re-
sembled “a tragedy of the Middle
Ages” which was “hardly conceiv-
able in a democratic government in
ths present century.”

The report was submitted to
Chairman Connery (D-Mass), of
the full labor committee, after sev-

eral weeks of hearings on a resolu-
Iution by Representative Marcan-
tonio (R-NY).

The New Yorker charged 476 men
died of silicosis and 1500 others
are dying as a result of breathing
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CHRRBE 476 M
DIE OF SLICESE
NTUNNEL PRDECT

~(Continued from Fage &E)

dust caused by drilling through
sllica rock during the tunnelling
operations. He said safety equip- L

ment was not given the workmen.
Charges Denied

While P. H. Faulconer, presi-
dent, and E. J. Perkins, vice presi-
dent of the Rinehart and Dennis
company declined to appear before
the sub-committee, Faulconer has
branded the charges of wholesale
deaths as “gross misrepresentation
and flasehood.” He said only 48
men died of various diseases dur-
ing the tunnel construction and
suggested the committee make a
monal inspection of the tunnel

'I'.he tunnel was built for the
New-Kanawha Power company, and
later .the tube, a dam and power
nouses were turned over to the Elec-
tro-Metallurgical company, a sub-
sidiary of Union Carbide and Car-
son company of New York in 1934
for generation of hydro-electric
puwer in the New river.

Griswold termed silicosis “one of
the greatest menaces” in occupa-
tional diseases and said evidence
disclosed in the hearings laid the
groundwork for broader injuries in-
to silicosis deaths in other opera-

tions.
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