‘Wyoming man saved

from death

‘ROCK  SPRINGS, Wyo.
(AP)--"You don’t know what
life is until you almost lose it,”
said 28-year-old Jue Beaucamp
frome a haospilal bed Thursday
afler sorviving 23%  hours
trapped up e -/his neck in
sludgge in an underground mine.

“Whea ¥ was in the mine,
lhey kept lelling me [ was go-
ing Lo be all righl,” he said.
“When 1 gol Lo Lhe hospital and
asked Them whal ihey really
thanght, They said they didn't
think 1T was going lo come aut
of thal shaft alive,”

Beaneamp  was  rescoed
Wednesday evening [tom a new
truna mine shafl being dug at
the Allied Chemical Co. plant
west of Green River, Wyo. He
was rapped ‘T'uesday cvening
when he feil 80 feel fram a
scaffold during a cave-in 1,500
feet underground,

Beagcamyy, who was married
just two weeks apn, said he
was almosl completely covered
for 45 minutes bul managed to
got enough air lo slay alive. A
fellow worker who was among
the first 10 reach Beaucamp,
Bud Meekes, said he knew his
companion was alive when he
heard him yell, “Dammit, get
me lhe heli vut of here."

The rescuers had lo dig a
parallel tynnel to reach Beau-
cam). The Centennial Deyvelop-
ment Corp, was sinking (he
shafl, and officials have re-
fused to comment on lhe acci-
denl.

Bul Mezkes said the pressure

in mine

frons the studge made il diffi-
cult for Beaucamp fo brealh
and fellow workers, including
Reaueamp's unele, Lloyd Bail-
¢y, helped alleviale the prob-
lem by conlinuously scooping
girl away from his face and
chesl.

Meakes said  Beaucamp,
whose leg was pinned by a
large piece of timber, almost
was freed 10 hours after he was
trapped. Bul another cave-in
covered him again up to his
nostrils,

Carl Mayberry, Beaucamp's
brother-in-law and another en-
ploye who participated in (he
rescue cffort, said at thal time
a minister was summoned be-
cause il was feared Beaucamp
was doomed.

Then, Mavberry said, res-
cuers cul a barrel in half, put it
over Lthe Beaucamp's head and
forced it down info lhe sludge
to relieve Lhe pressure and al-
low him lo breath, He finally
was brought o the surfoce at
5:30 p.m. Wednesday and was
rushed by ambulance lo the
huspilal here.

Doctars said Beaucamp suf-

fered from exposure and was
debiyraled, but atherwise was in
road condllion. “"The thoughls
of my wife and my Uncle Bill’s
presence in the mine kepl me
gaing,” Beaucampsaid. “And a
bunch of fine miners gol me
out,” .
Asked il he would relurn Lo
work in the nmine, Beaucamp
managed a smile and said, “I
puess only time will 1ell."
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