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XPLOSION IN ROBENA COAL
MINE ENTOMBS 37 EMPLOYES

Heavy Dnifts NANES OF WER SOUGHT §47 Others Flee to Safety
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47 OTHERS FLED
TO SAFETY AFTER
METHANE BLAST

Continued From Page One
alert.

Secretary Evans said that the
disaster had the appearance of
' being the worst in his eight years
[as head of the Mines Department.

Iive years ago. in 1957, SIx men
were killed at Marianna Mine in
Washington County.

And the explosion recalled the
terrible 1928 disaster al Mather
Mine — only a few miles to the
north in Greene County.

The explosion fell on the 33th
anniversary. of the worst mine dis-
aster on record in the United
States. That was at Monongah, W.
Va., on Dec. 6, 1907, when 361
persons were Killed.

Robena Mines, scene of an ex-
plosion yesterday afternoon trap-
ping 36 men underground, com-
prise the world's largest mechan-
ized coal mining operation.

It is under a 69,000 acre tract
in Greene County, 50 miles south
of Pittsburgh, U, S. Steel Corp.,
{he nation's No. 1 steel maker,
cwns the mine. =

Several years ago the mine was
divided inlo three geographic sec-
tions known as Robena No. 1, No.
2 and No. 3. Robena No. 3 is the
southwestern section of the prop-
erty.

Pittsburgh seam coal from Ro-
bena is barged to U. S. Steel's
Clairton Works, near Pittsburgh,
where it is processed into coke
for blast furnaces. k

The -mine has its own tipple
cleaning and preparation plant on
the Monongahela River. They are
equipped with modern mechanized
facilities.

The Robena mine may be en-
tered by a number of shafts all
of which extend several hundred
feet underground. The Frosty
Mine shaft goes to a depth of
about 525 feet. The point where
the accident occurred is about 2
miles from the shaft at a depth
of 650 feet. Approximately 1,200
are employed at the mines.

Robena has produced as much
as 20,000 tons of coal a day —
enough to heat more than 2,000{
homes for an entire winter.
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Leslie B. Worthington, president
of U. S. Steel Corp.. issued the
| {following statement last night on
the explosion at Robena 3 Mine:

“The news of the explosion at
)| Robena Mine came as a great
shock to all of us and I share the
.| fervent hope of everyore in U. S.
.| Steel that the men who were work-
.|ing in the mine will be found alive
.|and well by the rescue teams now
|| working so hard to reach the
men.”

Thé stalement was released by
the public relations offlice of U. S.
Steel in Piltsburgh.
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