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VIEW FROM MOUTH of RFH Coal Company's No. | mine near Craynor shows jumbled
wreckage of the mine's coal conveyor belt, an indication of the force of the blast which claimed
the lives, last Wednesday, of seven Floyd county miners,

“Families . . . |

Drew Together". . .

How Stricken Community,
Others Reacted to Tragedy

Dense smoke Still billowed trom the
three openings RFH mine.and
the i ek o0 the Scmt
strategy when
Bert and Molly Hall, an elderly couple
p the sodden
eads 1o the mine
aught coffee and sandw
It was a gesture typical of this min
ingt community’s instinctive reaction o
the tragedy, 5 scene that would be
replayed countless times during the 16
hours it would take o recove
bodies of the men trappe
ame i e days of mouring t
Until grim fally was an
nounced early Thursday morning.
iy would cling to fragile threads of
that some, even one, of the trap-
ped men would be found alive, even
though from the
they should also prepare for the wo
There could be no mistaking e
somber evidence at the s
blackened portals.
sl i Lol o
sheared off saplings, debris hurled
hundreds of feet, seraps of it hanging in
the trees, the surrounding hillsides
shrouded in a mantle of ash—it had
been an explosion of awesome foroe
aind oaly by a miracle could anyone in-
side have survived it
Purvis Hamilton, who was working

it was clear

he conveyor belt outside when the

biast erupted same 1800 feet within the
hillside, did survive,
cruelly burdened b
Families, friends
together, some near the mine, olhers in
their homes in the hallaw below. hop.
ing, praying and offering o
what comfort they could

But there was work already at hand

experience, people responded in an

operation thal one veteran rescue
worker later described as the
smoothest he had ever seen

Brothers and John Frazier
and Bluford Smith, members of the
Eah Besiver Bascut: Squdt had two
ambulances epe_some %)
minutes after lhr lulnl Blast The
vehicles would afford a place to rest an
exhausted worker, sheller from the
cold and rain and, in the end, transport
for the bodies of the victims

Al first word of the explosion, Mike
Sheets, nurse-practitioner at the ne
by Mud Creek Clinic, packed an
emergency kil and rode o the scene
with the patient b had been treating
Other clinic workers—Juanita Comp
ton, Helen Tackeit and Eula Hall—son
Joined him, setting eshift aid
post under sined of the Iron
shelter at the mine entrancs
would be there until the
hotrs,

A rescue crew arrived from Martin
studied maps of the mine, lested ifs
gases, donned respirators
lifeline and headset still
to the workers outside

with pieces of equipment that might
aid the rescue effort. A phone. blown
away by the force of the blasi, wa
quickly reconnected. Allard “Buster
movement to and
Someone built a fire in an old iron stove
to ward off the gnawing chill

Bt Beenl s b eyt
tars converged on the
it it bbby
tered the landscape. State palice
assumed control of the growing crowd

Council, Citizens Join
Redistricting Protest

The
charus or opposition (o a stale senate
redistricting bill—already passed in

city council joined a rising

now up for con
Represen
lop most o

e city and nllwu on -1
Stumbo
» amend -m- nm ' the House

e 20t
he city coun
Prestonsburg dentist

Umu s y
Salishury, 111, charged th

Herbert (

Under the bill, the new boundary be
tween the 29th distriet, represented by
Sen. Benny Ray Bailey, D-Hindman,
25th district, represented by

Lawell D. Hughes. D-Ashland

e Courthouse, Trimble
Branch and Cif precincts, and part of
the Richmond precinct, from the 2oth
district, incorporating them in the 25th
Auxier and Abbott Creek precinets,
already part of the 25th, would be
unaltered. Of the city precincts, only
Porter and part of Richmend would re-

main in the 29t

sbury implied that Sen. Bailey

had a hand in the bill, voting again:

n
m..rzm ince
onsburg pree
itically weak and subjects the rest
nty to Knott, the senator's

Generators were set up to furnish
for the long night ahead
2 county grader
off the Mink

ferty, Sherill Henry C. Hale, and Cor
oner Roger Nelson joined the rescue
aperation.

Two miles down i
mouth of the hollow

See Stary No. 3, Page 4
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Mmk Branch Mine Blast
Claims Lives of Seven

Probe Seeks
Cause of New
Mine Disaster

Job Corps Here
To Mark First
Anniversary

Residents of are

the Sings
New York, which operates
for the Job Carps

Mr

The bailding

3 young men have

s, completed vocational sk

onry, carpentry, electricily
plumbing, or enter mil

During the first

¥ No 7

Gov. Brown Names Floyd Men
To Deep Mine Q»afetv Panel

Almast as a direct consequence of re pree o the bt
including
Floyd mine

Deep Mine Safety

Youth, Victim

o

State Police Detes

of the Martin Fire Departme

ictured at th
1-year-old Charles

« burned 10
fire which

in Trailer Fire

Water Problem Sets
Town, Firm at Odds

Photo by Ken |

ive Danny Stumbo, right, and mem

t and Floyd County Re
ne of trailer fire which clai
Edward Justice, 11

harles Edward
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Mine Tragedies Make Demands

The tragic deaths of seven men in a Floyd county coal mine
last week emphasize, of course, the absolute necessity that
every precaution be taken against extending the siring of
mine disasters.

An ¢arlier mine explosion at Topmost, Knott county, a few
weeks earlier, and now this one on Mink Branch in this coun-
ty quite logically bring into question the safety of the shooting
method—"shooting from the solid,” blasting into the face of
the coal—that was pchIlct‘d in both. UMW Presidenl Sam
Church immediately suggested that the method of blasting
coal loose from the seam be outlawed.

But those who defend the blasting method used in these two
small mines point lo not one but two explosions which oceur-
red earlier in the Scotia mine in Letcher county which claim
ed lives, firsl, of mineworkers and, later, those of rescue
team members, and that the shooting method used
operation was far more sophisticated, and presumabl
than that of the smaller mines.

()m.- gets the feeling that those who were victims in last
week's explosion died, despite their best efforts lo practice
safety. For these victims included the owners themselves of
the mine; their lives were at stake. Neglect of employees
safety cannot, in this case, be ascribed to management

At best, coal mining can never be a safe occupation. Nature
itself can be said to rebel as the removal of coal creates a
huge vacuum deep in the interior of a mountain, The im
ponderables outweigh man’s knowledge

No one knows this better, perhaps, than Kentucky’s com-
missioner of mines and minerals, Willard Stanley, whose
dedication to mine safety is unquestioned

Governor Brown, we think, has acted correctly in r\.mmlg:.
commission composed of officials, mining compan;
nel and miners to study the situation and make an uliun o
reach a solution to the problem

If “shooting from the solid” is eliminated, the small coal
operation will cease to exist. The cost of eulting machines
continuous miners and such equipment is too great. In that
event, only strong, well-financed companies, many of which
have out-of-state ownership, would be able to operate.

This contingency, nevertheless, will not justify  shooting

ce if it, indeed, is found to invite disaster. But it does
justify the closest scrutiny and the best thinking before such
a stern measure is put into effect

)_'ntm-d as second class matier June I8,
al the pastoffice at Prestonsburg.
Kemwh) under the act of March 3, 1879,

s

Our Yesterdays

(Mtems taken from The Floyd County
Times, 10, 20, 30 and 40 years ago)

Ten Years Ago

(January 7, 1%
“The city of Prestonsburg and its municipal water and gas commission
o Monday toward compliance with a Kentucky Water

Congressman Carl D. Perkins wires
ting that President Nixon in his budget submitied fo the Congress asked
for 000 for consiru the local flood
Jeet at Martin...Influenza has nol reached epidemic propartions in this
county but it's here and iy be yet (o come, it was said this
week : 1o Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Edward Webb, of Prestonsburg. a
son, December 10, to Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lyons. of Painisville. a
daughter, Angela Lea, Jan. 19. There died: Mrs. Nannie u.mlm.n
Hughes, 78, of Prestonsburg. Friday ai Prestonsburg, General hospital.
Mrs, Rebecea Cenlers, 66, of the Auxior Road, last here: Noah
T Cotling. 31, ormérty of Printer: Jan. & st the Methodist hoepia
Pikeville: Mrs. Dona Wiley. 66, of Belsy Layne, last Friday at Our Lady
of the Way hospial, Martin, Andrew Porter, 61, of Allen, last Tuesday at
Goreal bospial, Loustile: Surial owell, 77, of Tuler Crack: s
Wednesday me: Burnice Slone, 64, last Monday ai his home af
Eeet el Hasadore (Mian Hom Mariin 8, of DI, Friday
McDowell Appalachian Regional hospital; Beckham Stumbo, 71
lund, Sunday at Velerans hospital, Huniington, W. Va
Scutchfield, 6, of Water Gap.
Ollie Mullins, 86, formerly of Boldman, Last Thursday at his home at
Wyandotte. Michigan

Twenly Years Ago

Uanuary 25, 1962)
Custom Car Carpet Company, Inc. began ogeration this week in the

former York Furniture Company Warehouse Sale building here...Charles

Clark, of Floyd county, was the only county school superintendent in the

United States to appear by invitation on the panel discussian following

President Kennedy the National Conferen Milk and

Nutrition in Washington, D, C., Tus Reviewing the financial condi

tion of the City of Prestonsburg in a talk 1o the Community Develoment

Council here Wednesday, Mayor George P. Archer said, “There's the

news, and its all bad, but there's nothing so bad it ean't be straightened

out"".. Twenty years ago IGA advertised ground beef at $.49 & pound.

sirloin steak at $.89, and round steak at $ 9. Born: to Mr. and Mrs. Cloyd

son, of Prestonsburg, a daughter, Lisa Rence, January i af

Dol Merna and Mrs. Arthur Leach, of Prestons-
burg, a son, C :

Grethel, w..a umm-«n.., at Pikeville \umm.n I!m

Golnes, &2, formerly of Drift, lasi Wednes

Adkins 4. locmerly of Alien. lasl Wedresdy af " e

Mich.; Bernice k al his home at Estill

Reedy Spivey,

Mich, Ao Goble. 63, formerly of Justell, January 14t Cincinnatl

Mrs. Minery Spe of Banner. st Wednesday at Methodist hospital

Pikeville

Thirly Years Ago

January 21, 19521
A 58-year-old Branham's ) e il ey
an orphaned girl, remained a fugitive this week, hidden in some mountain
fastness i he vicnity of his Branham's Creek home, or sheltered by
he mounting number of slol machines con

¥ it il by i B Lo

ion agents were added, Tuesday, 22 from Floyd ¢ “The Mothers
M lLlamlI<|n|:uulv1|\nﬂl:‘lnumlu‘d\nlmumlun Preseabiz il
W xt Tuesday in the war on polio as a dramatic
max o the munlhluug March of Dimes o M. and My
Tommy Devain, January 17 to Mr. and

aaghir: Jamuary 16, Toere died: Mrs

tContinted fram Pa
At wouid divide Presionsturg. bas
long been a malier of record, h
and there was never any ot hat bt
watild vote againat

Bailey said he was absent from the
mmch.umm i the fime of the vole
on the bill only because Gov. John ¥
s accompany
him 1o Mink Branch, scene of that
S g ety T i i
mlm of the senate vole—the bill

¥ 34 votes o 5—was by thena

rmgm conclusion, be 52

Floyd county enjoys the balance of
power in his district, Bailey said, poin
ting out ihat, even with the new boun
dary, the district he represents will
embrace 42,000 persans in this county
and only 17,000 in Knott, Knott was, in
fac, he only county he st in the s
election,

“I'm being a ot o things tha
just aren't true, " he said in Frankforl
Tuesday, adding that he would himself
be prepared 1o file an amendment to
the disputed bill if reques!

The council unanimously voled
resolution opposing the bill and urging
Rep. Stumbo to seek to amend it

Ounmercial s resdacial garinge
rates will be increased soor ordin
1o s council decison. Councilman Paut
T Raghent ained that the city

jepartment incurred a
397,00 loas lask your, despile the fact
that fuel and repair costs were not
charged to the depariment and that no
‘money had been put aside toward pur-
chase of new equipment. With the add
tional costs figured in, the deficit
amounted to about §77.000, Hughes

said

"0ty businesses e dvised some
weeks ago of oposed new rates
Reaidential rates will be raised from §4
to 86 monthly, with a 25 percent dis-
count for semior citizens, it was sai
said comparable cities in the
area charge as mich ar more—in some
cases making only one pickup week
ly—for garbage collection
According to a_recently-enacted
state law, Prestonsburg will need to
adopt an ordinance altering {
MRS Which sl imeibies €18
elected, City Attorney Paul P. Bur.
chett tald the council. Under the law
candidatés for city council will be re-
quired to fill in the primary as well as
the general election, he said

Ceramics Class Slated

A beginning Ceramics Class will
begin ai Presionsburg Community Col
lege Tuesday, Feb 9, and running
through April 13, from 6 to §:30 p.m
“This class will teach and develop the
skitls of handbuilding and throwing on
the polters wheel with craftsmanship
develop an eye for form and lexture
and an appreciation for the ceramic
tradition. Gwen Heflner will be the in
structor.

(Continued from Page One)
1TS THE LAW

“The Kenlucky law which probibils a
candidate for public office from pro-
mising the voters to serve for a reduc-
ed salary brought some giggles to ihe
august chambers of the U_S. Supreme
Court, the other day

‘The case at issue pertains to the Jef-
ferson county election of a man named
Brown who as a candidate for county
commissioner promised he would
serve for 3000 less per year than the
prevailing wage. Kentucky law says
‘you ean't do that, and the state Court of
‘Appeals ruled against Brown, although
he took fright and retracted his offer
four days after it was made.

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
0'Connor asked if candidates for office
can't promise the voters anythiny

President Reagan as a candidate
promised to balance the budget and cut
taxes. Justice Blackmun asked if his
promise would be illegal under this
law

Justice Marshall blandly inquired if
it won't lead 0 a Jot of trouble to re-
quire every candidate to say “nothing
but. the truth, " adding that every can-

for her sister-in-law al Mousi
Mrs Fn\kw m.lmr
searheart,
his home

Forty Years Ago

Janua
Suspected of blasting &
engaged in defense work. two L

Weeksbury miner, w

the canservallon o products thalc
ing local defense committees a
s o natiana s ol i
Iy to be held Feb.

was announced

alleging ri

cuit

places of public entertain
home at Bonanza; Mrs. Sophia

Marion B. Wellman, 66, formerly o

4 Hnm«-mmwmuw Sunday during funerl gervices

ttle Paini men faced probable federal
prosecution after the grand jury of the Floyd circuil court failed Wednes
day tovate an indictment against them

s fatally wounded Saturday night a
to a party al the home of a neighbor...How every indiv

e have noted thal must o ths felones were i o
F
Wednesday at his home at Tram; Henry Bnldnduv 6, Jan. 10 at his
here: Mrs, Mary Ann Hicks, 47, Sunday at her home on Brush Creek

Samuel Robinson, 69, Jan_ 17 al his home al East Point

s Margaret Hicks Tacketl. 73, at her
tHarnes, sl Tharsday 4 bomé on
2, Sunday at his home ai Price

at Wheelwright; Thomas

ry 29, 1942}
ine which supplied gas o a plant

Fuzzy” Lewis, 20-year-old

be re-used, and the methods of help.

other organizations formed in the

will be explained at  gian! defense ral-
scho

There died: Amy
eshitt Brown, 68, Sunday at ber home

of Garretl, Jan. 18 at South Bend, Ind.;

and in

crease services—a bit of legerdemain

that, he said, ‘s certainly
impossible

And Justice Stevens wanted (0 know
why, if a candidate promises
something he or she can't possibly do,
his or her opponent couldn't point oot
that fact Lo the voters.

Others who are not as dignified as
the robed justices wonder if this law of
ours isn't an abridgment of freedom of
speech and & threat to wipe out politics
in general, which lives on promises

It is explained that the Kentucky law
says, in part, that no candidate shall
promise “things of value" in con
sideration of an individual's vote. But
can they prove an “election promise”
s of value

In Memoriam

Inoving mermory of ou beoved b
I

Born Dec. 1, 1913

To some you are forgotten
To others, just part of the past
Bul. 10 us who loved and lost you
Your memory will always last
I's & lonesame house without you,
And sad has been the way
For life and home are not the same
Since you were called away
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Secret (ears will always flow
What it meant to lose you no one will
ever know
For memorics are all we have lefi now
Oh, we dearly lov

Sadly missed by his

FE AND FAMILY

B s
(Continued from Page One)

In any event, by 11 a.m. Tuesday the
town reservoif contained no more than
20,000 gallons, Hoppman said he had
been told by Beaver-Elkhorn of-
ficials— figure confirmed by Beaver.
Elkhorn superintendent Bob Hack
worth

Hoppman said Middle States was be-
ing used as a “scapegoat” in the affair
“Whenever the system fails,” he said,

‘the easiest ane {0 accuse s the coal
compan

Hackworth estimated this week that
the water remaining in David's storage
tank last Tuesday morning should have
lasted at least two days. ‘“‘There Is
simply no way" the town's residential
customers could have exhausted the
supply by Tuesday afternoon, he said
Nor s there any evidence of a major
leak in the David water system, he ad-

ded.

Hoppman said he doubted whether
water district officials had accurate
knowledge of the water volume in the
David tank at any given time. At any
rate, Middle States was being unfairly
blamed for last week's sudden outage.
he insisted

In their petition, David residents call
fnr e Public Service Commission
g on the matter, citing a “long
pios of instances in which Middle
ates’ coal-washing practices. have
nl\elﬂ‘ﬂ) deprived the fown of w *or
man denies thal charg oo,
arguing thal the company has been a
‘good cusiomer " of the water district
has _contributed {0 community
Sives ae) e coviceian-eugha o
cooperate with town officials

SO T
(Continued from Page One)
clinie served as a receiving station for
sandwiches, hamburgers, cula and cof-
fee brought throughout the day. by
store owners, church groups and in
dividuals and distributed as quickly to
workers at the mine sile and to police
and sherifl's deputies 0n crowd and
traffic duty
Deputy Sheriff Gillis Conn was
among them. He was stationed carly at
the mouth of Mink Branch, blocking
passage up the hollow to all buf
authorized_ traffic, fending off news
reporters bent on gelting to the
disaster secne, and submitting 1o news
interviews himself until, in the small
hours of Thursday morning, traffic and
quéstions were finally still
oh Stumbo schosl at
Grethel was early established as an in-
formation center, a rallying point for
official spokesman and the press It
was there, oo, thal, early Thursday
morning, the dead miners' families
received official confirmation of the

He knew it would be small comfort to
the grieving [amiles, bul for Mike
Sheels, the ic Health Service
et s e
disaster operations and who saw as
much of this one as anybody, it was
remarkable for its order and com
petence

And, though even the support of o
caring, communily can_eese only
samewhat the bu Wednesday s
tragedy, Juanita (nmvlnn thought it
rw.mMN warth mention

IUs an awful good community 1o
e lke thal.” she said

and a medical team from the Mud
Creek Health Clinie, locate about two
miles_away at the mouth of Mink
Branch, had earlier set up emergeney
aid posts at ihe scene.

The rescue effort stretched through
the day and into the night, workers pro-
ceeding cautiously in the knowledge
that the mine still contained lethal con-
centrations of carbon monoxide and
that a second explosion remained a
possibility. On hands and knees within
the 38-inch-high corridor, they picked
their way through twisted mine equip
ment, returning from time to time u:
the entry portal to be spelled by
another crew of 1o permit the mine i
be flushed of its poisonous gases

Meanwhile, pohce o sherifl’s

(Continued from Page One)

Whitesburg, executive director of the
Letcher-Perry County Independent
Coal Operators' Association.

Commissioner Stanley and Farmer
are ex-officio members

Farmer said Gov. Brown wanis the
commission to make a complete
analysis of he state’s mine health and
safety program and recommend
changes

The commiscen ey’ bokd s firn
mesing 13 early as th

In a prepared staiement Farmer

“He (Goy. Brown) has asked that the
committee.. make recommendations
o him at the earlies! possible date so
that the General Assembly can be fully
apprised if new laws or changes
current regulations are recomment

deption hed et

he Mud Creek road, t ts in
Hersection wilh Mk Braneh, Oiher
police unis were stationed above the
Mink Branch fork and on the road
leading to the mine. Even though entry
was barred to all but essential
workers, traffic sometimes threatened
to clog the access road, already reduc
edtoa near-quagmire by recen rains,
and a crowd of more than a hundred
had gathered near the mine by early
afternoon

Around 4:30, ward spread among the
knots of bystanders—the bodies of
three men had been found, some 600
feet inside the mine.

As darkness gathered, emergency
lights illuminated the mine area and
the search continued. It would be near-
Iy 2:30 &.m. Thursday before the bodies
of the other four
recovered and taken b
morgue al Price for  identili
Autopsies followed later at Pkt

Methodist Hospital

The week's tragedies pressed with
new urgency the question of mine safe-
ty, especially use of explosives to
loosen the coal. “Shooting {rom the
solid,” as the technique is called, is a
common
Kentucky's smaller mines, and was the
practice in both the RFH mine and the
Adkins mine at Topmost where cight
died early last month

‘While some United Mine Workers of-

1
practice as being Loo dar
alternative—use

most small operators 1o afford
Willard Stanley, commissianer of the
te Department of Mines and
Minerals, was scheduled to discuss
with Governor John Y. Brown, Jr. this
week the question of enforcement of
mine safety regulations, State mine-
safety officials tempocarily closed 1801
75 eastern Kentucky mines they check
ed Monday. All the mines shul down

use explosive to dislodge the coal
Tronically, six of the seven men kill
ed in the Mink Branch mine had at
tended a training session in mine safe-
ty the Friday before the tragedy, and
the seventh had received similar rain

ing in October

e mine enjoyed an all-but
unsullied safety record. No serious ac-
cidents had occurred there before and
a weakness noted last November by an
roal sup.

said

Brown was described as concerned
‘about recent layoffs of federal mine in-
spectors. Farmer said he and Stanley
discussed with the governor the
ble hiring of any U.S. inspectors who
have received lay-off notices.

— —
(Continued from Page One)
Center spent more than §74.000 for

utilities and $268,000 for
and supplies—all trom local suppliers
in The
employs 3 TEN o 1
Johnson county and one each from
Pike, Knott, and Lawrence counties
with an annual payroll of $815,501

‘The student body of 165 is composed
mostly of young men 16 through 21

i

ts are recruited through state
employment_offices and are taught
vocational skills with a strong em-
pmh on good work habits
The public is urged to it |ha
enter, smwnny February
take part in e it
;rmlvrnnr' s spokeaman said

In District Court

Sentenced in Floyd district court
following guilty pleas or verdicts this
week, were:

‘Thomas Clark, Prestonsburg, hit and
run, $100fine; Gregory Ousley, Mart
drunk driving (DUD) and reckless driv-
ing, $200; Milton Hands)
Hueysville, DUI, no operator's license,
$154, 30 days in jail; Bill Julmwn.uun
ton, drunk, 5 days; Curtis
Prestonsburg, driving on mvnkeli
license, $25; Mike Allen, Martin,
drunk, $20; Marvin R. Bradford, Em-
ma, overweight truck, $65, fine
suspended; Tommy Hill, Wheelwright,
n ator's license, $17; Michael G
Chaffin, Betsy Layne, no vehicle ID,
$25; Johm W. Wilcox, Sitka
overweight, $65, fine suspended;

L. Prater, Wayland, driving on

Brani Steven

drunk, $10; Roscoe Cavins, Pikeville,
drunk, $10.
Correction

In the report of the wedding of Miss
Penny L. Hale to Mr. Lloyd Salisbury,
the name of her father, Cline Hale, was
incorrectly given as Clyde

(Photo by Ken Peters)

RELIEF FOR DAVID residents, who found themselves. withoul waler
Toesday, following u bruakin » whier msia f the Beaver Elltorn Water

System, came in the form of emergency
eiribated by the US. Army Corpe of Engineers
and Floyd county efficials. In phole, Wayne

tucky National Guard.

er rations supplied by the Ken

(Fight), of the Corps of

Engineers, is pictured with Temmy Lafferty e fram cght), couaiy
personell director. who is demonsirating use of 3 500-gallon tank of potable

water 10 & David resident.
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