BUREAU OF MINES

SUBJECT: Gas explosion, Clover Hill Mine, April 6, 1867,
Chesterfield, Virginia, Sixty-nine were killed.

Gas explosion, Clover Hill Mine, April 6, 1867, Chesterfield,
Virginia, Immediate cause: Cause uncertain. Presumably
accumulation of gas in an upset where ventilation had been
interfered with. Gas inspectors had been ordered to place air-door
but cover had neglected to do so. Gas probably backed down to main
level where it came in contact with some workman’s lamp. Sixty-
nine men were killed.

[E&MJ Vol. III, 1867 - April 13., p. 47,48,50]
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The Grsat Disaster at thn Glovsr
Hill Coal Pits.

FURTHER PARTICULARS OF THE HEART-
RENDING CATASTROPHE.

We take the following account of the sad
disaster at the Clover Hill coal pits on Wedacs-
day from the Richmond Enguirer of Friday:

These miocs, which have been worked fer
any years, consist al present, of three pits,
known respectively os the Bright Hope, Rac-
coen ood Hall's pite, aud from these pits were
raised lnst year sbout 900,000 bushels of coal.

Bolh of the last nawmed pits haring been for|:

sowe lime submerged, operations in them were
temporyrily discoatinued, and the Bright Hope
wine was the sceneof s terrific explosion on
Wednesday lust, which, wilkoot 8 moment’s
worning, hurled nearly a hundred buman
beings jnle eteruily ! What wus the cause of
the disaster must ever remain an impenetrable
secret, for the lips of alt who might have ex-
plained the myslery, are olosed by the death
which spared none to tell the tale. It is sup-
poded, bhowever, to been caused by the neglect
of 4 drunken gasman lo discharge the dutiesof
his oflice, whicli are to exanwine, with one of
‘Lavy's safety lamps, the condition of the air,
and ottend to Lhe proper veutilstion of the pits,
Lijs ventilation being kept up by means of doors
openiog iute various portious of the pits, the
purificalion of the air in this mice baivg uddi-
tionally secured by ¢ powerful wind fan driven
Ly the pit engize.

Theve ave, however, mauy other causes whiel
wyy preduce sn explosion in the mives, one nf
these being o tunble, or {us s is technienlly
lermed by the miners)afull, which oceurs when
u portion af the roof falling in, admils into the
pit the impure gnses which may huve acovinu-
fated above, aud which, takivg fire from the
hights used by the workmen, is sometimes the
cunso of uo explesive; bul, ay we huve alrendy
stated, the cause of the Jate disuster will never
be ascertuined.
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We are wformed, howerer, thut & few days
since o portion of the voof af this pit threat-
euerd <p full,"” and that Mr. Owen was prepur-
ing Lo put in sc¢alers to prevent the danger.

Fhe pit Lus two shafls (used repectively for
wseending and descending) vouning 550 fewd
bengath the surface of the enrth, but so power-
ful wus the explosion thal the overseers on the
the platform at eulreoce 1o The shalt were great.
ly jarred, and so terrific the hest of buruing
ga# thet the rope to the bucket in which two or
tirree poor fellows were ot the time pseending
to light and life, was instunlapeously severed
us though by o knife, and the uohappy men
with lightoing-like rupidity were burled back
to un awlul, but happily, a speedy deatl.

The number of opetatives in the employ of
the Clover Hill Cewpuny is nearly 200, nud a
little village, with o population of about oue
thyusnod, has sprung up iv the vieinity of the
pil?, aud when the tidings of the disaster,
which had Lilled zome sevenly men, spread
through the villuge, the exeitement, suspense,
and agouy were iutense.

The month of the pit wus soon surreundel
h_r some hundreeds of persous, and Lhe thyieks,
moaus sud hunentatioos of the fewale friends
uf the victims were indied harrvwing.  Steru
wen, who had faced the horvors of many « bat-
tle-field, were unable to bear the heart-ronding
seeng, aud, weeping like children, turaed nway
ulterly pnmanned.

The following letler, which was received on
yesterday, will evable vur resders Inintly to
imagine 1he extenunnd the horrors of the ca-
tagtrophe :

Crovee Ly, April 4, 1867,
. 8. Wooldridge Fag :

Dear Sir—Wheu the pit botlow way vesched
lust eveniog 1t wasascertmoed thal Lthe lamber- |
liouse in the pit, which coniained some pow. |
der, was an fire. 1 cadeavored to get the men
to pul it out, which, no dooht, could have been
done : but the weo ferved the danger of anoth-
ax explosion, and were uowilling to work. The
pit hug Leeu again exumined (his worning, aml
the tre is 30 small that ic could be munagod if
the meo were willing te rizk the donger.—
Under sllthe circumslances, I have determined
to save the pit by closing both shafis. We are
now engnged in this work.

Al of the men, nboul sevenlyin number, and
allthe mules thet were in the pit are of course
logt,  The bodies cannot be recovered until the
tire is extinguighed and the pit is reopened.

Very respeclfully, Jo . Cox.

Of the victims of the explosion some tweoty
ot tweniy-five were white, the remainder being
uegroes. We have beea unable 25 yet to pro
cure o list of the killed, but give the names of
most of the white laborers whose duties
colled them st that hour into the miues, and
the most of whom must, of course, be put upon
lbe dead list. The following were what are
termed "“diggers:” Joseph Clayten, E. Con-
dry. Jobn Gorberl, George Garbert, Wilijam
Thomas, Beverley stmmonette, Peler Legan,
George Moore, B. L. Jordan, Patrick Donna-
hue, James Locketr, Henry Palmer, William
Richnrds, Jobu Invko, Jswes Kearney. The
followiug are “ieailers:” N. 17. Boberts, James
Iarper, Richard Derry, W. A. Cole, Willinm
D. Goode Jobn Weal, gavman, Thomus Mar-
shaoll, gasman; Georgo Berllsm, boy, driver;
Jack Smith, overseer of truilerz.

William B. Kobertgon, “haoger on,”" a posi-
tion which compelled him to slond ut the foot
of the shaft.

Thoemsas Marshaell, 8r., igceriniuly safe, nx is
also BHis Martin ; aud a8 the micers work in
pairs, il iy supposall that his partper, Jack
Stroughan, 15 alzo living,

Miles Iacketi, who was sick a short time

| previons to the ncciden:, is niso supposed (o be
| anfe.
' The laborers inthe mipes are divided into
the diggers, the Lrailers, who wove Lbe coal to
the mouth of the shaft, und the drivers, who
aitend to the teams.

The wules kiHed nre sopposed 1o bo seven or
¢ight in number, and when the shalt was open-
ad after the accident, the bordiey of (wo of the
gnimals were found nenr the foot of the ghaft.

For u more accurate necount of thiy awful
¢alamity, we musl await the extioguizhmenl of
the flunes nnd the re-opening of the pit, “hoth
- of which nbjeeta mny, we hope, be speedily ac-
I complished.
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Tho Qreat Colli: loslon in Virginiae.
More than B?;G‘Ell.; Persana Eilled,
{¥rom the ltizhmont Enquirer, Aprll & 3

Most of vur teaders ave familiar with the coal
dug frem the Clever Hill pits ;o Chentorfield ovun-
ty, sbvut twonty-one milee from Hickmond by
read, and thiny-coo by rell; the cowpeny’s
branoh ratlresd, ninotesn miles in loogth, oun-
pootlag ot Cheatar, twolve milea from this alty,
with tho Righwond and B burg Hallrosd.
These mincs, whish Lave been worked for maoy
yenre, consiat ot presont of threo plts, known ro-
ipogtively oa the Dright Hopa, Racovon and Lall's
pits, ond from thess pila wore rainod lost Foar
nbuut 900,000 bushels of caal. Doth of the Isst
wamed pits laving hoen for some time sebmoergel,
oporatibne fo thom were tempurorily discontinued,
ani the Bright Hope mino was the sccoo of & tor-
rifio oxplestun on Wodnesdny last, whish, without
n moment's warnlog, burled noarly & hondred bu-
man beingt into etoruity. The disaster in sup-
poerd 1o have boon paursd by the nogleot of &
drunken gos-mao to disghargze tho dulios of bis
oflice, which are to examino, with one of Davy's
eafoly Inmps, the condition of the air, vnd attogd
to the proper ventllation of tha plts, this vontiln.
tion being kopt up by mesus of doors oponiog
Into varivus portivns of tho plits, the purificatiun
of the slr in this mlos being addiionnlly ancared
by & powerfel wiod-fan dricen hy the plt engioe.
‘Thero are, huwover, mooy other coussa whish
may prodoco an explosion In the mines, oce of
thern belog o lumbly, ur (as it jstothnloally torm-
ad by the winers} a fnll, whivh ccoura when = por-
tion of the rvaf [ulling lo admits intu the pit tho
impura guses whioh oy bave scoumulnind obove,
wnd whioh, taking fire from the plts ueed by the
workwen, are soweatimos the daase of an pxplonon

Wa ure lnfurmai thet & fow days since & por-
twea of the rool of thle pit threatoned *‘a full,’
and that Mr, Omea wos pmpnrilmuln put in scal-
erg to prevent the danger, Tho pit has two sbalts
{wted, revpeativaly, for necondlog and deeesoding)
runniog A50 feot banesth tho surfaco of the eorth,
but sn powarfol wae tho explosion that tho over-
#cors on the plotform ot the enteance to the shaft
worn graktly jarced, and so toreifie tho heao of
hurafng ges that the repe to the buckst, in whiak
two or threo fallows wore ot the time nscending to
ligbt end life, was inetanteoeously sovored, as
though by o knlfe, nnd tho uwohappy meo, with
lightning-like rapidity, worc hurled back to an

anful but baplly & speody death.

| oo yesterday, wlll ecabla oor tesdors falatly to

Tho onmber of operative in the omploy of tha
Ciover MUl Compony |2 nearly two huodred, aod
a Jutle village with o pepuletion of nbout one
thpueanil, oo sprung up 1n the vicinity of tho
plte, aod wheno the tidings of the dissster, abich
bnd kllied somo reventy men, sprend throogh th
vilinge, tho oxeltsment, and susponse wers Jolenze.
The wotth ot the pit wes sarronnded by somo
hundreds of pyryonn, ond the eheloks, moane and
Inmenixtions of the femele friends of the viotine
mere lodeed harrowing., Storo mmom who had
faged the horrors of many o battle.fold, wers
anable to bear the heart-rending toeme, and,
tu'plnlf like ohildren, toroed wway otterddy un-
menpet,

The followjng letter, which waz wan received

funngine the extent and the horrors of tho ocates.

trophe, |
. Crover Hice, April 4, 1807,
D, 8, Wooldridge, Eeg.t

Dean Sir :—Whén tbe pit Lottom was reachad
last evening, it wau sacertained that ther lumber
toase io the plt, whish contained some posder,
was on fire. I ehdencorod 4o get the meu te put
it out, whiah, b deubt, could bave been done |
but the men feared the danger of ansther axplo-
slon, and wero vawilllog to worl. The plt bos
bpen oxamined this morning, cnd the fire is sc
amall that It canld bo maoaged i the won wers
wlliing to risk the dungor. Tnder all thae circom-
moncor, I have dotermived 4o zavo the pit by
closiog boch tho sbafts,  Wo aro oow eagaged In
thia work.

All of the men, about ssventy in nowmber, and
sll the mules (bat were Ji the pit, are uf course
Tust., Tho bodics oaunoi bo rocuvered until the
fire i3 oxtioguished and the pit Teopenod.”

Very raapontfally, J. H. COX,
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