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RITOHT Ql' EXl'LOSION

MI liO. 30

BLACK M',UNTAn¡ COHPOllATIOH,

:K, RfJiL1IN CO'Jlll, IO:!l'l'OOKY

by

i\ U. 11111161',
Asat. Mining Eng.
u. f~ Bueau of Mines,
Vinannes, Indiana.

an
G. T. Powell,
Foreim Minar,
U. ß. Barflu of ;1,iineH 9

Eva'1sv11ia, Indian.



REORT OF EXÆ1ION

JaIE NO. 30

BLK MOUllTAI CORPORATION,

¡iV.Ó, lW COU, KEKY

!f, 19Ø3

Abut Oi50 P.M. li 22, 19m, an explos1o oeeu

11 Y: No. 30 -1 1i m._ lb1iii CO:toratloi, Kenvr, lfla

County, Ken:lnio, rellting in the dEath,f eig _, one of m_

died fr the efieota 01' breath1i ater- whUe assis1ing .1111 t1

wcovell 1Ork.

Th e:loiilon ooU1 duin th nigt 8h when thre wore

six-e ma in the min. 01' 'I iiixt;y e_ape ulIu5Sisùd. JU,ght

of thll wh e~l wei te&ii iiri-i uiUl ventUat1øn wa

pB11a restored, wMOO WW abot d$t 1iur.

It 1s believe 1:t tho eiilosfon had its origin in th

3 Mght Ma entry an wa du to ii capin idal of slate with d;e. tee

Th e:losfon was proagated by co dust an involved onJ a

portton of the m1i.

No roel dutn had beon done in tho mi. Wato oare ar used

for øp1n th roway whoTl the migent dE_ it neoesll.



At the tim or the eii1oion, Bueau 00 Mis car í,UI Wl

located at Longtn, Kontlak. A request for the seMoElll of the Ca

1i8 1'eived at 7130 P,M. The Car lart Lengn, KY., about airo P.M.

tl8 22, 111m ii arived at Kimvir, K:.. abut 3:30 A.Me MI 23. 1928.

Pa of tl trip 1. Corbin, Ky.. to Kenvi, KY., wa rode by special

enne, as th$:a W1I8 no reßUlar tr sorvioe at thet tim.

When the eXplollon occurd, Mr. Edwad Gl'. FoEl Mi$:

of the l3iu Mines station at Norln, Viria, was at Bo :nli,

V11slnta. 1l wa notified or the explsfon about 8 p.M. ii arved at

the min. abou 4i30 A.M. Whle llie I1 is about five mile. IIS

the mountain tr Kevir. it wa neoea~ fo Mr. Grff to dri...

Vi Goe:mt truc, abut fift mis ov ve ro roads befo he

could got to too mi.
Duing the reovry work. Messs, Koiisler. Gre.t:, and Milliir,

assistel in the exlorit1ons, and restring voti1.Uon. Mr. C. E. 1lrbert,

i-nel on Car 4 an iSIJEld su?pUes.

i:ATlcm AND OVI.NER

M1 No. 30 i8 10eatel at Kevir. lfla C_V. Ketuoky, ii

18 operated by the Pebody Coal Conan of Chica, llUoiø. The mi

is S3rvd by the Louisvlle ii Nøø RaUroil.
'm oftic1a of the Comy are as follows:

P.s14t
Vice Prident
Aasis1. Vice Prs. -.. "" -

Stusant Peabty,
Moes Petier,('.o:i Mo,
Diid IJna1l,
E. B. Childers,
F.estn Sexn,

OhiCQ6, m." .." "
.. "

Div .SUrintondt -
Mine !.r

Kevi. Ky.fl ll
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SUACE O?ENDiGS

Wht ia t(jI' Mine No. 30 is realy tw separte sect1ona, or

IIn8., With $. aing tipple for the two iinea. Oue _tion Uee in the

mountain, søU't, an the other in th -itam. no of the rail4 .

Thé 1l81 øe 18 abut 50 teet abo th báe of the llunta1na an is

reaehed by two drfts at eaoh IInc. One drU't aenin as an air ooU1se, ii

the other as a hau1ge. About '7 -i ìlii in and a.und both se'\lon,

and prOuoe about 33 to :pr da. The cO i. dUcl into II bm at eah

II an then oad ti the mountain ø1o to thé tipplo by mea (ft:

a retar conveyor 01' tbe rop an diSè tJPe"

Th e:qosion occurd in th lIUon flth of tho raU:iad

in whioh about 315 i- work on the dey an 'l on the nig shift. Th

4i1l ouput of this lltion is abot 24 10.. The tbUowi1l doeempt1ve

matter doa with the section in wl0h the ø;1o.1ci OCurd.

cOA mI

Th IInc 18 woiiing thé #5 so ot th x.~ $arie... At

this point it avras abot 40 1ihes in 1ilekesa.
!.on OF WOR

Th cial .. ia wEIk84 on a pe .7--i. Yan entrill. ar

drive ØX feet apan an ~ entries 420. Al entiias I! drve
12 teet wi4e with 36 tot pUl betw. Th be111" pillara ar

11 teet wide. So of the entry am ro pii: cial is exrated. Al

of the eolÙ i8 unercut befoe it is ahot.

An1'a ot face ._plea ot I'OlÙ w:U be toun in the çpeiix.
GAS AND v:iuON

Th II is venUl.tød ti Il 5t X 3' lI'toi 4rve lett ten \liClh
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is oprate 1l1n. It is l~ coiitlite WI to be reveX'1b1e. The

tan is ruing at ll R.P.M. im ia prodcin about 50 cubic teet of

ai pC" m11l. Stoppinga ar conat;Jted or wood, ",late EU eanva. Canns

mi wooim doora ar Wled fer detlctin the air eU1ntr-. 'lX' ar

tw iiin splits. Th mins iii considere lU being no-ga by the
State Departnt of M1eiis It i8 not -iIllll before the d~ or night

sh11 1'po tl 1f.

Tate reimtø of ti- air a:af wil be fl in the
appeniUx of this repo.

RáU1
Msliiea haulßE is uid tlUU&out the m1i. 'l~ _Ue¡/

locOlti vas are used tl 1I l1 ha. ax 13 stora batto:r lo

motivaa ar Wled ror gatheria the coal at th tae.

Fory po rilø ar Ul on the imti.ie. an twty po
in th ro. 'l tr_ ~ 18 48 inbea. 'l ea are coootreted

of wood, of the tight .00 ty an oove a llit; of about 20 1be. The

ii hai. is on the retu ai.

:LGFI1

il unerg _loyll. use ope oarbide llt.. The Iln

~ ar lighted with ll1ii.trie1ty.
UNERGROimD MACHm!nty

'l uisrg niinll QOTIii111tØ of four eletre Plla. two

motor generator iits. fouree eutUng maehills a.'1d s1i_ el_tria

loOltiws. Al unorg eleotrlll equipment is or the I.pprove
ty an is OPEll11:ed en S5 l\lt D.C. Clt Th trlley wirR ar Vell
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.. J: wi ar UJd ali .%'.~. n.. a. ob..rn at oi
pJA.. in the 15 1. Ma tht the ~$e iii¡uii I' wa$ pJAeft

-- th 1' an in tlie "~EI of th rodway.

:E~
l'tIølbJA exiVOll, 1iniø Re II.Loir. l:, No. 6

4fl1to _ tu ar used for lIlaa'dilg ooa. ThS 1i1ze of the a10k is

il X en. ~. ~ 4:aiUe :1 need :fr biallting roc an slate. 'l
lI1l ~ lh1: illy o-t e:lolllve into their WO plaOlII. Th

writer wo%' WO~d that som of the haw been riding the _ trpe

wl1¡b. their æpply of eiii:lveli, It Wl obl.e:i that __ øt too iiners

ware Ùl a 1' bQ of e:lolves an 4etoitøn. Thu is enttr to

1l Oxloe:lves tor a ii to haw in his pla at om t:.-i. It wo

.i obaowed tht ~ of the mora _1; tJ:i:lr dö1oiitoe on tM \) of
-l1o1ve.. 'tia 18 a 4aaeros :i:rtin ihat Bh be dillontinued.

Tl ii1' dr. obaae, tæq, ond :N:r tMi: ow srota. li:e

coal is uieii tor stns. The aho1ill ie døn at ll tine durns the
11:.1n shitt. '1 1I ton WeN intørm tlt "one of the ,1ihl8s, iúr

ehøin tliit1r Ilot bola., Ul a ah~ tuM _ the pririir iiUek. ~ Uien
light th tul¡ an place the jJ1n at1Ol an .i dUl hi the shot hole

an ru to a ;pi- of satety. Thn a1sø 1ø a vell ~ Piiitie

lliqh IlQ14 " pi-h1btted.

~ N: 00
- em-nlatlons of wat- in ii No. 30 ar not V1 lU.

With ihe e:eptton of a m dip wORkings, /l seeUona of tli mine visited

b~ the writers were eølll,pare:t1veia dl. FO\ si eleCltrie 1Js ar

:rired to keep tho water pued out.

Thre wa conaiderablO ooii Aus'\ in the S(lct:ons visited dui ng
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tli 1ipotion Vell 11 tti. i.:n materia beeolls iiJ1d with the

rowa llQ'oUltions !der entries lU brued. Th ilt on th .roii.
entrie .. to conta Wl little inmbutible iitwr. ÀOord:i to

the last rcpor of lit No. 50, mae by the stte Mine Inipactor, th8

wa ll1dErale tins dl eon dust on tli entries wlirc the exlosion Wl

the ioost violent.

imm Cloi-mI'IO~S PEIOR TO Eir.sION

Fr_ the h:l1"tion obtained, tl to had be in oont1nuou

operatio duD€ the 1i, an other ooiiiUUons in and ~ tli min

WU eppariY noi-.

PRP:i PAMA(J

Wh1e tl ciiqloston affected (l a portion of th mi.. it

wa øcrØlt ~ au ooull c01i4era1W iia, Four tr Qoo)/, ØD

llrc, and about six øtopping. were bl out. Mi tl;nbe¡os 1h

bla out whiOO pettød 0011iderabl. slate to ta.

Fro.. li 85, the ,,~t stared to reve tli debris

an rebud p~t øtoppina ti on ~ 50, llth tli exception (it the
9t Rigt .LA sot1øn. the ii 1faa egn in opration.

FOlES

'1 1lite lI ot the opli tht the eçlo1. or1nated

OI the 3J Rig Ma entr., about GO teet inby the Ma entry. ai

trveled in an outby tM.s ;¡lii. !nby th 3:. .t:t 3: r1t enti th.er

Wl a dimuUon ot foreg. Th :Iro. dy out at a point mid.- bøtween

the I$th and '1th Lett ontr1llß.

At tl- JIh of the :) n:l Man entry there was a d1itaion of

forces. Th force trElling inby and oU:by alon tb! man entry, '!e tan
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i1tt and hous1i WO" paal doetirod at tho drft ll~h. As the

~loiion traveled inby alan¡ the _in ontll it iieòmd to build up to

_ exent. 'ly-thr \Ity car, wh1 wore staniil& on Ii ti ~

OJiOlite the 'tb Len Ma entll, 'M bad mied. Pm 0 l' the fa;' oe

wet in th 7th Lef-t an th in the llto ba. wh0h is tud (11'
tho' r..n an paially wrckea th sw1lii bo an llEid li OO KWmta

generator eet ..bot 3 inøheii. 'l Mt wa god to tbè fO\t1~
1:itead of bein bolte..

At the 9t Right $ltl" th lIn foro ß&:n di Tide.pll" ~in

inby on th Mtn enll l!d -pt &oi.l1 in the 9th Right. Á8 the f'o1"

traveled inby on the 9t Rigt it se_d to in~ I. violeO'. À Xlar

of cross ba 11" dia1idgd, calng Mveml lat falls of tllate. Inby
tbe lS Len there wa a grdU atiimition of 1'_s, an th$re is Ye

Ulitle, it any, evdel!e of 1'0_ lnby the interllt1on of the llh H1.gb

en 1'1 Left 3r Right Man.

Th ter continued iiiy on ta Ma ontll unUl it reElii
II point about midwa betwen th 13th and 15th Rig entid.es, li lt

41,ed ou. Th torses did not tra'1l an git diBtse in tb 1'" or

1it entries inby the 11th Ri.
il of the .toppin betw-i tiiø IIn entl" ar.d ai eour.

'I blo out :! tbe 4:ft iith to the 131 Hight Ma entll. Th

O'1i.llt at the moth of the 3 Ri~t Main entry wa destroyd. T.

doors weN blwn out at the cillVU1l oilto tli 9111, 11li, and 13th

R1glt Ma entries. An automatic do on the main ontll abot 20 teet

1a th 18 Rit waa also destryed. A tr door on the 11th Right Ma

WU ;pbèc\ ti~ tli fram but not seriou 4aged.

-1..



~ OF FlhAT J.'l :i
Oi the 3 Right UaSn cintll the inultion on the poer esle

an phone wirs WW bad. burd. Thre..:i depoii!'s of aeked Ili:

dust on the :¡1I Mt all,ng tba Iint17.. On th ll1n enUy the inaUon

of th poer Olble an phone wiriu U$ burd" BotwfIn the 9~ an 13

Ri/it entries there RS ev1ileiie of ex heat, ll li_ of the timrs

wor bad. 'bed iid there were hevy dep1ts of COked eOll dUt i:

ll of the pl"pa alii the entll.

On the 9th Right Mi1n imtll tli 1.ult1on of the poel" .able

was burd, but otherwise thre iii Tell li1itis endØl1e of h$8.-t i: this

entll. Doubtless this RS cle to the T1øiønøe of exloslon alQJ this

entry.

Th bodill that we roun 1n th lltor ba tU on thO 3 Ri.,

Main ent:t we:r bud.

roOVl" wæ
'1 tollmd.ll were. ;atUied an am'r ll lOon aa PØìd.b1e,

atr which tl- uaistEl with the reoov 'Ir Chief a. Diø:ñet
Inpector :f State Depant of lUn., J. R'6ue tOliu f'. U. B.
Coa and Cok, ~, Ketu; ilrd$On Oo e... Ken-i J;.i

Wise Goal ai Cok Co.., Dochester, Virpl'tliil1. a. llin Clf lUu CQ

1i4, and tbo fo1' of 11. s. Buau of Mi. 8W1ibn at llortcn, V11'nia..

In th !:iititr.E the manaøient proHled to resto:i veUla'l en

by repairing the drift and housing of the ta. After this lI8 &ine ~fl

th stard to place terar eanCiS stoppins in th afteGtod ~.

Th %'ell crews éntnrd thii m1i by going in the _ti

ai oourSE up to 10li 3r Right Main entr¡. At 'b1a point, (!YnnøP1n

we p1.ed aerA the ¡lllh of thO 3 Right, in the ai OOUlii$¥ the
-a




