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RITOHT Ql' EXl'LOSION

MI liO. 30

BLACK M',UNTAn¡ COHPOllATIOH,

:K, RfJiL1IN CO'Jlll, IO:!l'l'OOKY

by

i\ U. 11111161',
Asat. Mining Eng.
u. f~ Bueau of Mines,
Vinannes, Indiana.

an
G. T. Powell,
Foreim Minar,
U. ß. Barflu of ;1,iineH 9

Eva'1sv11ia, Indian.



REORT OF EXÆ1ION

JaIE NO. 30

BLK MOUllTAI CORPORATION,

¡iV.Ó, lW COU, KEKY

!f, 19Ø3

Abut Oi50 P.M. li 22, 19m, an explos1o oeeu

11 Y: No. 30 -1 1i m._ lb1iii CO:toratloi, Kenvr, lfla

County, Ken:lnio, rellting in the dEath,f eig _, one of m_

died fr the efieota 01' breath1i ater- whUe assis1ing .1111 t1

wcovell 1Ork.

Th e:loiilon ooU1 duin th nigt 8h when thre wore

six-e ma in the min. 01' 'I iiixt;y e_ape ulIu5Sisùd. JU,ght

of thll wh e~l wei te&ii iiri-i uiUl ventUat1øn wa

pB11a restored, wMOO WW abot d$t 1iur.

It 1s believe 1:t tho eiilosfon had its origin in th

3 Mght Ma entry an wa du to ii capin idal of slate with d;e. tee

Th e:losfon was proagated by co dust an involved onJ a

portton of the m1i.

No roel dutn had beon done in tho mi. Wato oare ar used

for øp1n th roway whoTl the migent dE_ it neoesll.



At the tim or the eii1oion, Bueau 00 Mis car í,UI Wl

located at Longtn, Kontlak. A request for the seMoElll of the Ca

1i8 1'eived at 7130 P,M. The Car lart Lengn, KY., about airo P.M.

tl8 22, 111m ii arived at Kimvir, K:.. abut 3:30 A.Me MI 23. 1928.

Pa of tl trip 1. Corbin, Ky.. to Kenvi, KY., wa rode by special

enne, as th$:a W1I8 no reßUlar tr sorvioe at thet tim.

When the eXplollon occurd, Mr. Edwad Gl'. FoEl Mi$:

of the l3iu Mines station at Norln, Viria, was at Bo :nli,

V11slnta. 1l wa notified or the explsfon about 8 p.M. ii arved at

the min. abou 4i30 A.M. Whle llie I1 is about five mile. IIS

the mountain tr Kevir. it wa neoea~ fo Mr. Grff to dri...

Vi Goe:mt truc, abut fift mis ov ve ro roads befo he

could got to too mi.
Duing the reovry work. Messs, Koiisler. Gre.t:, and Milliir,

assistel in the exlorit1ons, and restring voti1.Uon. Mr. C. E. 1lrbert,

i-nel on Car 4 an iSIJEld su?pUes.

i:ATlcm AND OVI.NER

M1 No. 30 i8 10eatel at Kevir. lfla C_V. Ketuoky, ii

18 operated by the Pebody Coal Conan of Chica, llUoiø. The mi

is S3rvd by the Louisvlle ii Nøø RaUroil.
'm oftic1a of the Comy are as follows:

P.s14t
Vice Prident
Aasis1. Vice Prs. -.. "" -

Stusant Peabty,
Moes Petier,('.o:i Mo,
Diid IJna1l,
E. B. Childers,
F.estn Sexn,

OhiCQ6, m." .." "
.. "

Div .SUrintondt -
Mine !.r

Kevi. Ky.fl ll
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SUACE O?ENDiGS

Wht ia t(jI' Mine No. 30 is realy tw separte sect1ona, or

IIn8., With $. aing tipple for the two iinea. Oue _tion Uee in the

mountain, søU't, an the other in th -itam. no of the rail4 .

Thé 1l81 øe 18 abut 50 teet abo th báe of the llunta1na an is

reaehed by two drfts at eaoh IInc. One drU't aenin as an air ooU1se, ii

the other as a hau1ge. About '7 -i ìlii in and a.und both se'\lon,

and prOuoe about 33 to :pr da. The cO i. dUcl into II bm at eah

II an then oad ti the mountain ø1o to thé tipplo by mea (ft:

a retar conveyor 01' tbe rop an diSè tJPe"

Th e:qosion occurd in th lIUon flth of tho raU:iad

in whioh about 315 i- work on the dey an 'l on the nig shift. Th

4i1l ouput of this lltion is abot 24 10.. The tbUowi1l doeempt1ve

matter doa with the section in wl0h the ø;1o.1ci OCurd.

cOA mI

Th IInc 18 woiiing thé #5 so ot th x.~ $arie... At

this point it avras abot 40 1ihes in 1ilekesa.
!.on OF WOR

Th cial .. ia wEIk84 on a pe .7--i. Yan entrill. ar

drive ØX feet apan an ~ entries 420. Al entiias I! drve
12 teet wi4e with 36 tot pUl betw. Th be111" pillara ar

11 teet wide. So of the entry am ro pii: cial is exrated. Al

of the eolÙ i8 unercut befoe it is ahot.

An1'a ot face ._plea ot I'OlÙ w:U be toun in the çpeiix.
GAS AND v:iuON

Th II is venUl.tød ti Il 5t X 3' lI'toi 4rve lett ten \liClh
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is oprate 1l1n. It is l~ coiitlite WI to be reveX'1b1e. The

tan is ruing at ll R.P.M. im ia prodcin about 50 cubic teet of

ai pC" m11l. Stoppinga ar conat;Jted or wood, ",late EU eanva. Canns

mi wooim doora ar Wled fer detlctin the air eU1ntr-. 'lX' ar

tw iiin splits. Th mins iii considere lU being no-ga by the
State Departnt of M1eiis It i8 not -iIllll before the d~ or night

sh11 1'po tl 1f.

Tate reimtø of ti- air a:af wil be fl in the
appeniUx of this repo.

RáU1
Msliiea haulßE is uid tlUU&out the m1i. 'l~ _Ue¡/

locOlti vas are used tl 1I l1 ha. ax 13 stora batto:r lo

motivaa ar Wled ror gatheria the coal at th tae.

Fory po rilø ar Ul on the imti.ie. an twty po
in th ro. 'l tr_ ~ 18 48 inbea. 'l ea are coootreted

of wood, of the tight .00 ty an oove a llit; of about 20 1be. The

ii hai. is on the retu ai.

:LGFI1

il unerg _loyll. use ope oarbide llt.. The Iln

~ ar lighted with ll1ii.trie1ty.
UNERGROimD MACHm!nty

'l uisrg niinll QOTIii111tØ of four eletre Plla. two

motor generator iits. fouree eutUng maehills a.'1d s1i_ el_tria

loOltiws. Al unorg eleotrlll equipment is or the I.pprove
ty an is OPEll11:ed en S5 l\lt D.C. Clt Th trlley wirR ar Vell

-+



.. J: wi ar UJd ali .%'.~. n.. a. ob..rn at oi
pJA.. in the 15 1. Ma tht the ~$e iii¡uii I' wa$ pJAeft

-- th 1' an in tlie "~EI of th rodway.

:E~
l'tIølbJA exiVOll, 1iniø Re II.Loir. l:, No. 6

4fl1to _ tu ar used for lIlaa'dilg ooa. ThS 1i1ze of the a10k is

il X en. ~. ~ 4:aiUe :1 need :fr biallting roc an slate. 'l
lI1l ~ lh1: illy o-t e:lolllve into their WO plaOlII. Th

writer wo%' WO~d that som of the haw been riding the _ trpe

wl1¡b. their æpply of eiii:lveli, It Wl obl.e:i that __ øt too iiners

ware Ùl a 1' bQ of e:lolves an 4etoitøn. Thu is enttr to

1l Oxloe:lves tor a ii to haw in his pla at om t:.-i. It wo

.i obaowed tht ~ of the mora _1; tJ:i:lr dö1oiitoe on tM \) of
-l1o1ve.. 'tia 18 a 4aaeros :i:rtin ihat Bh be dillontinued.

Tl ii1' dr. obaae, tæq, ond :N:r tMi: ow srota. li:e

coal is uieii tor stns. The aho1ill ie døn at ll tine durns the
11:.1n shitt. '1 1I ton WeN intørm tlt "one of the ,1ihl8s, iúr

ehøin tliit1r Ilot bola., Ul a ah~ tuM _ the pririir iiUek. ~ Uien
light th tul¡ an place the jJ1n at1Ol an .i dUl hi the shot hole

an ru to a ;pi- of satety. Thn a1sø 1ø a vell ~ Piiitie

lliqh IlQ14 " pi-h1btted.

~ N: 00
- em-nlatlons of wat- in ii No. 30 ar not V1 lU.

With ihe e:eptton of a m dip wORkings, /l seeUona of tli mine visited

b~ the writers were eølll,pare:t1veia dl. FO\ si eleCltrie 1Js ar

:rired to keep tho water pued out.

Thre wa conaiderablO ooii Aus'\ in the S(lct:ons visited dui ng
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tli 1ipotion Vell 11 tti. i.:n materia beeolls iiJ1d with the

rowa llQ'oUltions !der entries lU brued. Th ilt on th .roii.
entrie .. to conta Wl little inmbutible iitwr. ÀOord:i to

the last rcpor of lit No. 50, mae by the stte Mine Inipactor, th8

wa ll1dErale tins dl eon dust on tli entries wlirc the exlosion Wl

the ioost violent.

imm Cloi-mI'IO~S PEIOR TO Eir.sION

Fr_ the h:l1"tion obtained, tl to had be in oont1nuou

operatio duD€ the 1i, an other ooiiiUUons in and ~ tli min

WU eppariY noi-.

PRP:i PAMA(J

Wh1e tl ciiqloston affected (l a portion of th mi.. it

wa øcrØlt ~ au ooull c01i4era1W iia, Four tr Qoo)/, ØD

llrc, and about six øtopping. were bl out. Mi tl;nbe¡os 1h

bla out whiOO pettød 0011iderabl. slate to ta.

Fro.. li 85, the ,,~t stared to reve tli debris

an rebud p~t øtoppina ti on ~ 50, llth tli exception (it the
9t Rigt .LA sot1øn. the ii 1faa egn in opration.

FOlES

'1 1lite lI ot the opli tht the eçlo1. or1nated

OI the 3J Rig Ma entr., about GO teet inby the Ma entry. ai

trveled in an outby tM.s ;¡lii. !nby th 3:. .t:t 3: r1t enti th.er

Wl a dimuUon ot foreg. Th :Iro. dy out at a point mid.- bøtween

the I$th and '1th Lett ontr1llß.

At tl- JIh of the :) n:l Man entry there was a d1itaion of

forces. Th force trElling inby and oU:by alon tb! man entry, '!e tan
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i1tt and hous1i WO" paal doetirod at tho drft ll~h. As the

~loiion traveled inby alan¡ the _in ontll it iieòmd to build up to

_ exent. 'ly-thr \Ity car, wh1 wore staniil& on Ii ti ~

OJiOlite the 'tb Len Ma entll, 'M bad mied. Pm 0 l' the fa;' oe

wet in th 7th Lef-t an th in the llto ba. wh0h is tud (11'
tho' r..n an paially wrckea th sw1lii bo an llEid li OO KWmta

generator eet ..bot 3 inøheii. 'l Mt wa god to tbè fO\t1~
1:itead of bein bolte..

At the 9t Right $ltl" th lIn foro ß&:n di Tide.pll" ~in

inby on th Mtn enll l!d -pt &oi.l1 in the 9th Right. Á8 the f'o1"

traveled inby on the 9t Rigt it se_d to in~ I. violeO'. À Xlar

of cross ba 11" dia1idgd, calng Mveml lat falls of tllate. Inby
tbe lS Len there wa a grdU atiimition of 1'_s, an th$re is Ye

Ulitle, it any, evdel!e of 1'0_ lnby the interllt1on of the llh H1.gb

en 1'1 Left 3r Right Man.

Th ter continued iiiy on ta Ma ontll unUl it reElii
II point about midwa betwen th 13th and 15th Rig entid.es, li lt

41,ed ou. Th torses did not tra'1l an git diBtse in tb 1'" or

1it entries inby the 11th Ri.
il of the .toppin betw-i tiiø IIn entl" ar.d ai eour.

'I blo out :! tbe 4:ft iith to the 131 Hight Ma entll. Th

O'1i.llt at the moth of the 3 Ri~t Main entry wa destroyd. T.

doors weN blwn out at the cillVU1l oilto tli 9111, 11li, and 13th

R1glt Ma entries. An automatic do on the main ontll abot 20 teet

1a th 18 Rit waa also destryed. A tr door on the 11th Right Ma

WU ;pbèc\ ti~ tli fram but not seriou 4aged.

-1..



~ OF FlhAT J.'l :i
Oi the 3 Right UaSn cintll the inultion on the poer esle

an phone wirs WW bad. burd. Thre..:i depoii!'s of aeked Ili:

dust on the :¡1I Mt all,ng tba Iint17.. On th ll1n enUy the inaUon

of th poer Olble an phone wiriu U$ burd" BotwfIn the 9~ an 13

Ri/it entries there RS ev1ileiie of ex heat, ll li_ of the timrs

wor bad. 'bed iid there were hevy dep1ts of COked eOll dUt i:

ll of the pl"pa alii the entll.

On the 9th Right Mi1n imtll tli 1.ult1on of the poel" .able

was burd, but otherwise thre iii Tell li1itis endØl1e of h$8.-t i: this

entll. Doubtless this RS cle to the T1øiønøe of exloslon alQJ this

entry.

Th bodill that we roun 1n th lltor ba tU on thO 3 Ri.,

Main ent:t we:r bud.

roOVl" wæ
'1 tollmd.ll were. ;atUied an am'r ll lOon aa PØìd.b1e,

atr which tl- uaistEl with the reoov 'Ir Chief a. Diø:ñet
Inpector :f State Depant of lUn., J. R'6ue tOliu f'. U. B.
Coa and Cok, ~, Ketu; ilrd$On Oo e... Ken-i J;.i

Wise Goal ai Cok Co.., Dochester, Virpl'tliil1. a. llin Clf lUu CQ

1i4, and tbo fo1' of 11. s. Buau of Mi. 8W1ibn at llortcn, V11'nia..

In th !:iititr.E the manaøient proHled to resto:i veUla'l en

by repairing the drift and housing of the ta. After this lI8 &ine ~fl

th stard to place terar eanCiS stoppins in th afteGtod ~.

Th %'ell crews éntnrd thii m1i by going in the _ti

ai oourSE up to 10li 3r Right Main entr¡. At 'b1a point, (!YnnøP1n

we p1.ed aerA the ¡lllh of thO 3 Right, in the ai OOUlii$¥ the
-a



3 Right. im on tbi _ta haulag O\tb)" th 3r Right l! as to tll. tM

total TOlu of &11" up tM i- entry. Atei thll "I done thre bQdbllJ

"'1" recovred t. tbi iito 1:, lIíOli ia tiiid off the "I Left Mi

about 30 feet Inby the !il1th ot the entr. It wa durIr.j tli recOTIW ot

tllae thre bodies thet t.. of th 1I W.1" lUaiøt:t . th tii W00V417

wo attepte to 80 inte the moor bar lHto the 1rapl1'blt ~e. W
been r-lV4ii, an without lUy prtectlo, _ of the thl wa aW'.i

with atei.. lI"l reed to ~.h air and gi Ten a:ifi~ 1'UaUøn

tø øo t1i, but tiy dIed

'1e :tClOTe1 crews th iid'(fled to 1Ii- 11 Rict Md entr.

It waa durng this tim tht onö of eipt _ wh had re1ited to th
ta.. ot the 11th Right entll, a:r the expislon, _ out en llt th
reeoTlry orew... lI then retued to the tee" ot tli entll an ooUfied tll

øthi lIn of the pary wh th 0å oU't iusis1. '1ÙJ _ abut

2130 A.II. Mn 83.

Atr exlong t1i 11 Rit -i117 u ta as tM '1 Len .. t1it
tinti addtt1onalive ll or bo, it 'Vas decttld to i--tat tø the
I Right Man and torea l\li tota vo11l of ai up this 'intll end tn_ ~1IN

it. Th1s 1I1S done an tbree ma bodles 1f 1'oved in flia H#tl..

Afer the bodies Wl:t 1"vor in tM :; Righ Msn llOetlon a

check was llde of thse Who were s\lpoed to be. in the ii and it wa fnun

tht ther wa øn. ma øt111lla1nS' It _a lhm d"ided to ~ ".irabl1.i

the ventilatIon in the 11 B1gt Mi ~Uo, as thi/i _ 'K tll iiim Xt

ii WQrkd. Hoy¡er, afer restor. thO ventilation on th _in enti- 'Ç
te the U Bight, 1t was tøu tht tlil"e _ a o~ of aÚ' eØl:t o11t of

the 11 Right. It was tlt deemd adT1iiblø to try en restore the vimtilatlon

..9-



em Us ~ CQ\IM by foro1i,¡ the ii in the 9th R1&t Mi
ii having it retur the ll RiGt.. This _ døii. but 0'l to the
retlstaea in the 9th niaht, due to 11$/iV& alate fallia, an 10... ea\U

by ., ll e.'I .topplngeQutby, it wa 1iosli:1bleto get a irffleient

vcl of air in the 9th Rigt to ma an progresa" It _ th .

c1f that the on way in which tbø 1'1i- or air eod be inerelll' iiø

as to colete the reCOYell work, -i by s1anin at tli i:1' l*uth

ai' "P8Ctn the Cl ll th pi.ued bøard atoiiingi" P:ii:itlon#
for thb wor WIU startd. on li 2llh. an tl- bo of the iiss1n ma

rav-d SUø. iiill. li 2'.. Dou'U.Sl! this -i would haw He

uve4 had he .~d at hia wrk 111_.

Afer the ei;losion 21 ii .scaped ti the t'llee ~
or tho $r Rigt $øotion by goli 0'11 tl :l Rigt of tll8 S Rll!t _in

Whiol _ 1i.d 'toug to tl ~~ii.. Doubtsa. tm ell., of tl

ll wa Il ponlble by tli $r Rit it bein on the retu ai.

'l-4wo ma wong in the l!~crtl(l n$f the hoe or the _n imt17

eaped by go1n out thl; 13 Left Mi QJl' -as iiii holid tbroug to

the ou1lIrO¡.. The 1'010 that thro 'i .. ll o~ille tø the O'ltcip

made :1t po.sible to lIli tle vetUø:t1øn Mvlira dif:fennt wiva..

REllil? ;rWlì1)llWOl

On M8 51 ant .Tim 1, ii ,1i.t invu1ói¿ation-ae _de 11:1

th Dutriot Iniieetor of 1IhG Statii rip~nt of Miné, Offio:l of tli

Oo, an G. T. POYiell s,d Ale U. Miller of tnii lli. of Mlies.
The followin infonna:t;lon 1'1I olttain.dl

On t'b evning of! tli ccJ.81on, two íI:¡ees were 1ni'Uoted

to rlle a w¡e tall of !'lato tr the ii.&i of too haulage "flQ on th

3 n1g Ma entr. Thi-y..isix "10k. ot dynllte were isøui1 to these

"10



_ .. 1'01. .. puose ot brea:lnß il ela1i. or thi8 omunt eigt iiticl

wer to1J afr tho liiilOl!on n8l wb the charges weifird.
The evdence seems to indicate that t- ohergos of ãyit.,

about 10 1'eet a;, Wf plaed on tlia1aie. Whether c1li. or 1'ii dust

wa place on thl ii te wil never 00 knO', ils the lln ii prpaed

the shot. we. Jdd. Atr prepang ø. lightiii the oJiges it iii
beUeved that one of tli me went inby ai the uther outby so lI 1i wii

an perao wh might 'b gOing in or out of too ent1'. Th -iit&8 ar of
th opinion that the firat oh fted a øl 01' eo dust an 11_
lIoond igted it.

It 18 1ítIod th it tohe ii had be tho1'Il6Y :rck _tied

the e:loaion lIoi hi ben Pwyented.

'1 nit ere ar of the opinon tht the pr1nipø faetor in

stoppii the e:aloon wa the loi: of preseu due to l.he øxp on

01' the gasll ;b ol an ne lI01"S.

The lesø to be led :f the ø:alosion an as tollSl

(1) 'tht -d ciin, or &hotin deby &hts on slate iø

..l. , 17 daro.
(2) lrti the uø o-t noii:m1asibl -iløidves in a dun;\ ;i

ii should -l pi-h1 bt te.

(3) It would be leas ha:toua it tha Mooting Wla done ai"r th

regu Mil\ Wf out of the m1Il.
:iOM'.(1YO:t

1. Thd 1ntea of ll caping or Mooting dohy amts, holeEi

be 4r1:ld in alate and rock Il charee with par8sible eilos1Y1s.

a. Tht âl .t boles be tamd to the col. li th 1a

~tible mderal, Il the shots be tired by periøiible e:iectric

.. ii



lIt t'll ~nt afer the 1'guu ehltt ar oi't of the mlii.

3. Tht onJ on. lly-l ø suply of eiilodTØs ltoud " ta into ¡M
ri at _ t1i. Th deliVell iimild be m4ø betln lih1rta with æi

1nlS.1I'ted oa, afr the eletrio po ii out of'f tl mine. Thiii O8n be

aøne -i th anii. or by usin a atogeb8tte1" loootive with an
lnsui.dû 0t11n betw t.li lotive an'Pow1e~' oar.

4. 1't e. Meisa1blø P~li bl ~OIduøtd an thQ roc'iDß
ke:¡ withì 00 teet or t;ii 1'ace õIrld. Stdønt:rck dust; ahøuld be

aped lI toba" the ave aiis of lIleli of :rf. rib and flor dust
s1i Øhow at lell 6& total In/lmbiiiUble. Ss1es ot ¡he :i1;~"'W ai&

alul be tak hgly an .ben th EMrø ~t 1'l. be tli IdlOW

lliit in aa 88t1on it shuld be reduted. S-Uona ot tli ti that

ar 1.eeIW1ble ahould be proteoted 'by :rek-~ ~rs.

5. w.to ~ lIould he usd on cutte ba an tli mahiiie cut.t1ißl

10W out wh:llit thy- ar in a wot condition

6. 1't the mie:r be requird to keep t;1iir eiqlosivoa in a tigt bo

1Iich 1s provided 11 th a look an that ily ke$) their øxpi.oslvoii and detonators

in _:pte cantuiiiiirs an4 at loll i-ty teet apa.

9.. 'le tI. s. ~ of Mind: reooiÜ- tht pessible electrc
øa la be _4 in dulllty ooal m1$!.

a. '.t the m1 be "'Oined liy competent me, not more the tw halU'lI

befo the shifts start te work.

9. 'ft stoPPin on the man lÚ courselJ chul be colUtreted w1th~
ii-4lli""~le llteri, BW a. brick w'l ooncrete, æid th fUlld with

__t.. 'l do Bh be usd for detliicting the ai outi on the

entr1es inataa Q'f canVl..

-lP..



10. Thid¡ the ofieiiùs of the ~ imll _ of tho other reliable

emyee take the Adved CourM in Recover Wok idr Mie Firs an

Exloa1en .

'f wrten w1ah 10 ...s their appree1at1on 1"r the ..

opmt1-QI ,im coural.. aho lIhi :,praetativea 01: the :Bw. of Mis,

'b th ott1a of th Oo Com.

Respeettu auhlltod.~ t/ '/~
Alx U. WJer,
Assist. Miii 1ëilßiiier,

~~
G. ''1. l?.
ll itr,
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APIX

~ of ta øeles of coa, as reeive, oollcted 1: Alex U. Mile,

an G. T. Powell, J\ 1, 1926.

LoU~ La1i.ll.

ir i.t R1ghll oft
15 Len oft li .A
ir 15 iu.gh ofU Rigt Ma M2
Rigt ¡:ib i.t Croas-cu #2 li A4
Coiøl to of all i\

R$'Uo of vollu., plu F1xad Carbo

Mois-tu FiXd
I! Cai..

S\.! i- a,¡N.

3..8 lW.4 56.'1 2.1 ..6 i.
3.4 35.5 55.0 1$.1 .'1 13V:W

3.4 36.9 66.6 3.0 .6 14l
3.6 36.3 66.4 3..'1 .6 l4

V . .IS plus
V .. F C

~1. iide at Pittsbu LaboratOl of the U. So llai of Minø,
li '1, 19Ø3 - H. M. CopÈl. .A.
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Voluter Tests Q~ Roof 111ld Rib Duts taen by

O. '1. Powl1ll AlU. MU

.-

Sale
Cl I Location

"In
am. lIatlble

Sill tl æ ii
% tl % thlO ø

i on JI En 1i Rof
at 13 Ript &. 1'b

44 89 J.

I on lI En_d 13 Rlgh Ro 44 4'1 i.
S on 11 Rk,h1 Ro $2 45 .lI 20' 1ny

2 lef
4 on 11 ß1t ao 32 G5 25JI SO' inby &.

2 i.n Rib

I) On 3 ß1t JI Ro Ml 6G 25
10' 1u 1 lef

e on 3 Rigl Ha1i Rof Ml '1'1 44
10' inby 1 i.n &.

Rib

'1 on ir Entll Roof li 91 '1
Betw 15 " '1 &
Ria Rib

s On Ma En_ Rood 18 ee 22:aen 5,. '1

IUigt

9 on 9t Rigt Hain Roo: 15 æ 28
10' In ., len 8;

Rib

Voluter tests made .J 9. 1918 by Å. 1J. 14UJ.r, VlnHmre is, Inil1i.
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111 1dll be nod 1Ihlf; ø-ilu of du1l llllGted on $he

li entr an on the t R1& Ji, (Ca :Ns. v, a, 9), we voJ low

in iiomust1bl. as well as hig 1n æo mes i'.

'l :t of the 4uø ai the 8lt ot 1ncombusUblø

materia ar two 1it factais 1n th p~Uon of exlolona by
i' cø..ie,,tcoo dust. J)ubUøss the lo ocmt1bJe aD :fas of the dusts on tko~ /I

ab'A entries inieatea the 1"lUn tai tb e:loslon 1nreøi in Tiolen.

al 'these eii1lrles.

Whle the 1is't of the duss tak on th o1lhor entreø

do not sho a eulent 8It of incOtibi-. .. prt1i ~tl.

uner cer oø.1o, doUeslJ it conbute4. to 1l. o:t, towa
prn11ng th e:loiion fr buU4tn ç oi the aitr1eø ~ 1Iho sa¡les

1frt taen.
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~. of Ai $lløa, Collec at in fjWJoi Miy 51, .T 1, (§ 2 ,

\I G. T. Po"eii im AJx U. Miller.

Cu Vol l1
T.-b.No. LP._ COp .l !2 !& !a lÚl' ~.
4618 a.t,ia Mi20' in .19 20.4: .00 .0'7 79.34 25 a&

by (12 LI :R
4S20 ~.ir Rl. lI' 1n- ¡~ i¡~'

by i. R1¡ .Ø3 20M .00 .05 79.ii -',:U' i-v/
48_ lI Re.IO' l- V.:ilty

1'7 Right JI .6$ 19.66 .00 .10 '70.15 too low tor rea1n

4i Bet.S R1$t 1I sot
iny S Rig oft 3R .2'1 ll .5& .00 .Ol 79.12 l! Q4

4816 Main Bet..' 1nby \ 'ftl¡1
lS Rigt Mi .19 SO.62 .Ot .05 79.14 1 'l ~

1i th abo ~.. .. ta tb 'ft11at1l1i had _t be, tu relld.

lina4'111l lJå gUI lf, 1928 at U. s. B1ei at M1ø Stat1øn, P1ttsbu. Pa.,
bi w. :P. Yat. Ch.IR.
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WJ the .,. anYM$ iiil;Ueate that the min iii not

~"4 a ve J. '9lu of i-tha, U iø probable that the 'V1_ 1111

i. as the doelçnt wo aies fa1er tr the outcrøp an in

terd'tY wlioo J: men O'rb.i on th coel. :E 11 th the ~l!:t1Vel¥

-i velui of sa liberated wt 't aiulea WCrE ~ tb$ wrt'lore ar
of the o;p1i tl111 1ø a 41Uiit sa lU di- to tho tat tht
the mie is lIrld in a terrtOl tbat is cloo1dered as b&tn a ~\U
t11l. Latø No. 4S, shw an oxpn cotet ot 19.~. 1Iloh

1nd1oateii tbat the vetUIiUon in this s8Ct1on is liol1nhat s1uiish an

should " ~d1e as son.. posslble.

u. S. Bu of w'na -lDlUlX' li invo iit1gte ßW ..

p1lona .. th '91_ of Il alft of in the mi \' é' le..
th _11 g1ft off 1n ii 1!1J. It 1a thor1'. .iate tlt th

-.,nt ouiidø tb$ ii as bein Al an trot it as au-i, .
-i1nt'b1ng en lIle '¥_ of ai at the fac WOIld at au tima..
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Sø ~a,
Aa Ba.
J: :t.
C1. Q..
Les Fosa,
D. ii H"f'I.

ll Rllø,

~ OF 'IOSE IlD BY E.ION

Kevi, Ke tu ~It It It

It It It

T.oØoii, Ketuc
Kenvir. Ketu

It

.." lf It

.l ,,- ~_ _ afrip
'J Hl of li RoIl wa not fo until SU xi:i1i, __ 2".
l! (¡ho wa OTEX' with ati: in the xit01' l: wh

ua1stin w1~ tM re~ work.
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iN ANSWERING REFER TO No. __~____________________

U, '." TED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF MINES

Vinoennes, Indiana

Ma 29, 1928

Mr. ". ". Forbes,
Supervise Engr. Instruotion Seotion,
U. S. Bueau of Mines,
Pittsburgh, Fa.

'lu Mr. Herbert
Dear Mr. Forbes:

Enolosed herewith, are four oopies
of preliminary report of the explosion at Mine #30,
of the Black Mountain Corporation, Kenvir, Harlan
County, Kentuoky.

Thee copies are to be forwarded to the Washington
off ioe, and one retained for your files.

Very truly yours,

aL Z/ ~/-?
Alex U. Miller,
Asst. Mining Engineer

enol.-4

co
D.Harrington



st. Louis, Missi
Ma 31, 1928.

Mr. :r. J. Forbea, Supervisin Eieer
Instruction Section,
U. S. Buau o~ Mines,
Pittsburgh, Fa.

JUN .,A 'Q'l
'" 1;;£8

lI Dear Mr. Forbes:-

At the recent explosion in ~fl /1.. lJl~~k
Moun~~"~ CRfI-tnVir. Kentucl¡, e pesonne -
~Car No.4. aasis. n-t the recovery 1irk.

A1er a comlete cheek o~ the equii;t,Çcir
we find that we lost thr of our approved Uashlghta,
we used tw dozen f1aght batties and aeven (7)
o~ the Burr al Servce Canters. an lost two o~
our can birds.

You wi find our reuisition No. 14 inclosed
herewith ~or th above supp1es with the exceptlon of
th ca bird I ca purchase thEl at one o~ the bird
stores here in St. Lois.

Very tru yous,

?- ---¿~
W. W. Keler.

Fore Mir-ar No.4.

cc
Mr. Herbet.
Mr. Miller.
car ~iles.



Ma 31, 1928. JJrt/èe

ii. D. Harrington.

Washington Office.

Dear Mr. Harring1ion:

I ll forwarding herewith three copies of

pmliiiinary report by A. U. Miller on the explosion at

the Black Mountain Oorporation. Ken..ir. Ken~cky.- -
One copy is bein retained here in Pi ttabi.gh

for our files. Kinly ad..ise us of aiv corrections to

this repor't in order that the file copy m-l be chaed

accordinly .

VerJ tri yours,

~~ __XA,~
~lrJ ~'J. FOHB~S

SuperTsin ~ineer
Instruction Section.

Incl.

~ 1Ueii



Mr. 3. Feabody. Preaident.
_Paa&Jdy GQal Compa.
332 S. M1ch1can :i:venuâ.
Chicago. iilinois.

_-_~._..~..__ iin.:i-ni';";? 1 ;'h;~-~ &

/~:::¿ltAU,U,F'~~

I, ),,\.. ~~\r,Sti')':Gf!, ~:,¡Ii?;~- . \
.JN - 8 1928 ¡

-., !t. - . /~L'_~-

Dear Mr. Feabody.

In tli oourse of the BlU'0t':\1 of ;'¡U:nC~~l study of :~lns~ c::xplo-

sione its o-ng.!neer. .M. ~;~. U. 1:,i111en:"j hUE lrrepru"ed a pi'elL~Ürl6.r~i

report on thii "xplos!on ll'hleh o()cuI"l'i:d in :,l1n" NQ. 30 of thø 3Lak
if.ount~tlin Corporation, at Kenv~ Kentucky, May -32, 1928. St,udia~a
and reports of th1i kind aro . e wi th the hop',' of' socltf'in,( i1\-
to'i"mation which \nay aid in 'prøv~:tltint:~ 5ÍY41~ri: d.lîMist-:;l"Za ~:l1)_ch
raao~0ndations axe made a$ seem to be indicated, by t:-1() ct)l'Hii tiorts
in aneh. case..

The \Dxp-loalon on Z'dy 22, 192Hl resulted in the df~t1th :JC

six men and the lOBe of' life to II r¿~set'er. The prolimi:aa:.t'zi iy;v~;''fJ-
tigatlon into this e.xplosion indicates that ~yj\ile the ~ìù:ne L; iôub-
sttintiallf nQn-g';lsSY, the caul !lu:~t is 'Jxplosivc ,"-TId lî:rOj:H!.e;fct()0,
the ex.plosion for a dist-unce ot' about 4,OOO..-tØét. :il'hu p:r"_iut:iuE1
ot ,;~uÚ cöpplng (l)1::r:eil te is deoidedly hfiZl'doUG ,-D~l sh, i)_Ü;_~ b,;: I'-Ô"
hibiti~'H;,1. 'mora especially when th$ work.L.I\y Bfitt'\ of .~;Jn in in 'the,
ttlng. A much aafe.r met;hod 01" blnatiRf', roclc is to üave -:;11 i?:-;üt.G
tired by a shot .firi;l:¡ w11en 8.11 otJiü:r :;"an a:ro ()nt of t::'t- !-,lne ~,:n_¿,:
also "to 1ltiVe a hole dri110d into thô rook and tl:1ß holo
with a snttable permissible oxploslve. In OrdtlT to sl:b'ilntit.a DI"
:rdnimze the pr-ops(ta'tiaIl of expio~Üon;~ by CO'!.'U dust, 511 f10ûCH3c-

51 blû- pertf.' of t1:1B .mine shlY1"ld be ;f';)ck duated '.nu
all anat-ione stv;uld. be re-,Ò.u,ßtt¡)Ü W~;_8n t!L"3 Lr;(;o;"ù-ui:tl1"J10 content

of the dust 1',,113 ¡Yellow 65 I"))' cent.

'rhis :i"010:rt and the rocQI~lten'::\etlòrl$ ai:'e r:Fj~Yt, ta you :t'!xr
jour confidontial lnfo:rtlon in the hope thht t:tey- ;'iu'; bü U$ûf\il
111 preventing fui:th01" death and 1083 from uxplosionB fi He.90x,t2 ,)f
tli.ß l1titure ore ll6'ld as oon,:ltiÖ.e!.ltlal hy the 13:re.t1.í, HI:'.:) :n()-1~ ;~u_b-

lishe-d unless by consent of the IT.irlin;-' cor,-a)any b~?" ')?hOSB 0iJUJ,"ti-cSj
ti1eS') s't,l1dioa W€)1'"'6 :n-t!-cle possible.



-ß..

If there are any errors or :iiistatements oX fact in tho report,
it will be appreciated if you will ccll them to r¡ atten.tion.

Very truly yours,

,r.."¡".'-'-..
f / i- C",or (.

) ~7',-l

,,// y--.i -)'1
- ."...

~~~-C- --"
l

0.. rl ~ HOOD t Acting Dir'.';eter i

lor SG.srrr TU~:::N;:.Jl, Directar.

InclQsure 1,o. 6'34

*cc - !Ar. A. U. Miller, Vincennes. Indiana
*cc - Pi ttsburgl Office.
*ec - Safety Div.
*cc - W. o. Files



U'.!ITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF MINES

Vincennes, Indiana.

JUne 25, 1928

Mr. J. J. Forbes,
Supervise Enr. Instruction Section
U. S. Bureau of: Mines,
Pittsburgh, Fa.

'''~--2',-_"~:'~~~'

Dear Mr. Forbes:

There is enclosed herewith, four copies
of: report prepared by tIT. A. U. Miller and ~Ær. G. T. Powell,
of the eJqlosion which occurred in Mine No. 30 of the
Black Mountain Corporation, Kenvir, Harlan County, Kentucky,
on May 22, 1928. ..

Thee of: these copies are to be f:orwarded to Washington
and one retained for your file s.

Very truly yours,¿j~
C. A. Herbert,
Supervising Engineer.

encl.-4
cc-D.Harrington.



Jun 28. 1926 jJr~.

li. D. Haringon.
U. fl. Bure.au of Klnea.
ria." lngon, D. c.

Dea J.r. ll~r1ng1Olu

i: am lll..a1i;. herewti. toUJ ..pi.. of rert an

eilOalon or Kina l3. fllllck rt_li1n COJration ~. Batla
COUl', Kenucky whioh mil ~i" ".l!Sll' by ~..!Jr8. A. U.
iUn.. "nd O. '1. Piil1.

I luvo gonø OVW thb report ..Dd luve no _on:a
to iiki. The Npot &8 it tita.i 18 1n f''1 gi ahpe.

V"' tl"\11y Yt\8,

l. J. POLL$S.

ll1lbi¡g ))ii1n,
Ii:t.iilon sM1oi.

Etl .

cio
&11 eø

Ditated but iit i-



UNITED STATES
DEPARTM,:NT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON

C01?IDENTIAL MEMO~,DU
NOT FOR PUELICATim¡

To the ~embers of the Safety Division:

SUEJECT: Mine explosion, Kenvir,
Ken tuclqr .

About 6:30 P.M., May 22, 1928, an explosion occurred in No. 30 mine of
the Black Mountain Corporation, Kenvir, Kentuc~-, resulting in the death of 8
men, one of whom died from breathing afterdam ~iring recovery work. Sixty-
eight men were in the mine at the time of the explosion: 53 escaped unassisted
immediately following the explosion and 8 others escaped unassisted about 8 hours
after the explosion, when ventilation had been partly restored. It is believed
that the explosion was caused by firing two shots of mud-capped dyamite. The
first shot probably raised a cloud of explosive dust and the second shot, fired
almost at the same time ignited the dense cloud of dust.

Mine No. 30 is located at Kenvir, Kentucky and is operated for the
Peabody Coal Company of Chicago. Illinois. The mine is divided into two sections,
one on each side of a ravine; the explosion occurred in the section south of the
railroad. This section has a~ employment of about 315 men on the day shift and
75 on the night shift: the daily production is about 2400 tons. The mine is
opened by a pair 'of drifts in the -No.5 bed, averaging 40 inches thick. A panel
system of mining is used: pairs of main entries are 2000 feet apart and panel
entries are driven in pairs 420 feet apart.

A fan, operated as a blowing unit, delivers about 55,000 cubic feet of
air a minute to the mine; the fan is so placed that air currents are readily
reversible. Stoppings are constructed of wood, slate and canvas, and wooden and
canvas doors are used for deflecting the air current in the two spli ts. ~1eState
Department of Mines classifies the mine as non-gassy and no pre-shift examination
is made for gas. Main haulage is on the return air current. Trolley and non-
permissible stora,e-battery locomotives are used for haulage purposes. All under-
ground employees use carbide lights. AJ,l underground equipment is non-permissible:
trolley wires are unguarded at crossings; and uninsulated machine wire is placed at
the roof in center of the roadway.

Permissible explosives, detonators and fuse are used- for blasting coal and
Hercules 40 per cent dyamite is used for blasting rock. Men carrying explosives
sometimes ride in the man trips; as much as a full box of explosives and detonators
are issued at one time. Miners prepare and fire shots when the shift is working,

4449



using fine coal stemming; short fusr s are also usu~. Dust is ¿ry and relatively
free f!'om inert material, the ¡nine inspector1 s last re'Jort stating that there was
considerable fine, dry coal ,Just on thê entries where the explosion vias most
viole:it.

The e~::piosion was soúJ.8what violent and covered considarable area; four
doors, an overcast. about ~1ixty stoppings and many timbers were blown out~ The
explosion is believed to have originated on the 3rd right ent~J about OOO feet
from the jnain entry. Duing the recovery work, three men atte~?ted to enter the
motor barn, v.ithout ~~y protection; one was overcome and died in spite of eÏforts
to revive him by artificial respiration. Twenty-one men escaped through openings
to the oütcrop.

On the evening of the explosion two employees were issned 36 cartridges of
dynami te to use in blasting a fall of slate; 8 cartridges were found after the ex-
plosion. Evidence indicates that two shots were placed about 10 feet apart on the
slate fall and the fuse lighted on each charge; evidently one charge fired first,
raised a cloud of dust into the air ai1d_ tìiis diist was then ignited by the second

shot, whicn fired i~~ediately. Coal dust ~as ignited and coal dust propagated the
explosion. The mine was not rock-dusted; it is believed that if the mine had been
thoroughly rock-dusted the explosion coiild not have occurred.

Practically every unsafe method of blasting, except the use of black powder,
was practiced in No_ 30 mine. The fact that probably 28 cartridges of dyamite
were used in two shots, fiT0d practically simultaneously Shows utter disregard for
all laws of safe blasting in coal mines. This ex~losion is not only an example of
the hazards of firing mud-ca-;ped shots b'it also. an example of the dager of per-
mitting nermissible and non-uermissible exnlosives in the same mine. ~~ere will
continue- to be explosions in-- coal mines as~ lOIìg as other than pannissible axplosives
are allowed to be taken underground. This was purely a coal-dust explosion and if
thorough rock-dusting nad been practiced, the explosion undoubtedly could have been
prevented.

The information contained in this memoranmnn, abstracted from the final
report by A. U. Miller and G. T. powell, is confidential ~'1d should not be pub-
lished, but may be used in Bureau field work.

CA-(;----æ----~?a
C. W. Owings

Approved, July 2, 1928.

i
.4

/L/

/-- . __-r----
/v~- ~_')-A;¡/é?V-/, / /-~ ,

D. HarrÌTigton.
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JuJ a, 1911. :r¡:

èc'ir. 3ttaiit i'$aO'J. J'riiiãent,
¡~!l!idy Ooal CQ:1P!m,
33 ". MtcM(\iii-voue,
Cliiúii"p, Illll'lll.

DatU Ill. l?ealJ;n

In tIlE! oooo oJ: the ~.Gt 01" ,J,l'l study of i:dM
aiq,iOs!Qzw, its ene;ooors. Mr. A. U. :,Jl;;~i-md,j:,\r. U. T. li'Oll.
heN" prard a fina ~or on tie. explGS1M wllioh Ou~ iii
m1il€ no. 00 of tti. ~ ;1oiti:n Oo.;i'atioo. ¡Cenv1. K$%tuel';,
11ß 22, lima. iJ1idiGl an IN;¡rta of tliii ldnd Ol ii with the
hop oi ooeu1"ll 1no;n;it1on vild.cl iniq idd in pi!l:tinc ¡¡1¡'dlai
d1l~. i:iuoh ;rl)oodatiat oo !T.o 00 oo to 00 in"j/~ütoo
by the eondt t ion 1n oo oo..

'.11 fial Npt f;lVG m.~ døtd1u thaii iJw ¡;;rll~;V
l'm set ~ 00 J\ '7. You attimtion 16 upt;i:H1tiU; ,'l:rOi
04 to the ii unat ¡,W'ooti COG in oomwetton wi tli b1atL'1. ;t~i"
us.. or n(poøølble 031)lotdvaa mioh os dyWl-o ooiwtitu'Íii ii
scrtOO haze: 1B 000 mlno "'00. in now of t:w rMt that ther
oo piiraisaib1 "")10131"\0$ E¥J oil the =l,i¡ 0'",uo.1 m ot:i'frth to
thø (~to lJ1 1100 at lio. 30 131, t¡i¡ta (jmdl1:.m sIi:ù not be
alled to &X. M1D1 iit:nd 00 ismioo (Jlt) su_1'fioiont li.1lJir,,,ivi:io
tor O!.i tk') öid hav.ug full bio 'Jl m:¡;lo!1ive iIu ile'lot\i.tors in
Ill: ui'Ou;d llM woild.14". placon is un ~l"*'1Øly dar¡£!8 j;'l'ootioo.
I"'rrJittlri; m1i:s to chJ'j;0' shot t.oJß. usil' a~stilile at$;~
G:nd to Z1r shots Ví.ticti. t~ht( OOrkirlfJ S:ltttt ia III the :nne y is a. v~

dUllfll;O Pl"'tiCO, 111tonDi i'iad by the iwng of sbo:i f'Ul3l1 $11loo

it 15 neooøiiii eftor 11r;it.ng i;lû 1'000 tlH:,-t tll pl:r oi:"irid".-
t¡nd Q1 oiiiÙL'æ or s'Oai-ng P3.lßt be llllTi'j,Øãl, .:;\0;\00 into thc hole.
¡,~. ~!Ieiibl CItJ)lotl:lvafl oÌ'otûd be dotonatod elliotr.ou-,ly if
í\il iii:ety is 't 00 SSQUl'OO fi"O pe;'iiog1 blé explosive. I um
eii.'",.qUins tho&í u.wia l:l,-ii21¡~ pruM.oos in tM ll;¡ thut yo
wil ..lVi them yo tc,l'êiate c:ttontioo 1.-'1 order to JfXc-owit OOC'\'t

of a è'.11100to aim1lD!' -tJ thut of T!; ill:!d.

11161'0 is otlC.1.cl( n OopJ or i'e:'l(J. '10. i."jc"."'.~(4;~tì _Loll ¡,ints
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ou th li- of oo:isI51bl ailoslve am ii~aid.blo
blllt11! prt10è.

'la reor tmå the ~at 10 ii Gait to yW fQ
:y oodithl inoi'ltion f.n th ho that theW li be U8"'l
in pi-tin tQ l'th an los :l mrplósion. Ilpos Qf
th1B natu s: l' M codotial by the il, -i oot yibo
llfl UIu by _ent of th ~ O~)lm by wl:im ll1iy
th studios 1I mi posible.

If th ii at ....øø or m1øøtGtønt oe ta in tt
~, it wUl 00 ii:pfute if yo l'Ul cal th to mu aitimt1on

00eJ ~.

t1.~~~ÆC/
¿iCOT 1~-J.RN?11.Diret.

cc Mr. J..I.Fors
Mr.A.U.M""Q? and Mr.FoT.J?U.
Saiety Div181l
'1. o. file
D1rto (pin)



July 12, 1\l28 -'. -'''1/''wv.4 ~

Mr. u. Harington,
U. S. Bureau of Mines.

Washigton, D. C.

Dear Mr. Haington:

In checking over lie U. Millar's and G. 1'. Powell's
report of explosion at Mine No. 30, Black Mountain Corporation.
Kenvir, Halan County. Ky. as returned to this offioe July 5
ror Pittsburgh riles.

I note that there are some errors in th" tabulation
or analyais of air saples on page 17. 1;s to total quantity or
cn4 for 24 hours - Labo.atory #48320 should be 1166 eu. ft. CH4
for 24 hours. instead of 1633. Laboratory #48316 should be 1260
instead of 1220. These are the only two that I had occasion to
oheck, Perhaps there may be more ii.c .uracies. I am calling
this matter to your attention for your information. Of course
it is t"o late to do anyting for it has already gone to the
operator, but it is s_ething that..e should lay for in the future.

Vary truly yours.

l-
J. J. FORBES,

Supervis in Eng iner,

Instruction Section.

cc
fll es



Pi ttabush. Penna. lpenal
Ootober 8. 1928.

Mr. A. U. Miller.
U. S. Bureau of Vines,
412 La Plante :Bldg..
Vinceea. Inan.

Dear l4. MilleI'I

We are preparin cost data on recent mine disasters
an wiii llt .Yu wod let us have qu1ollJ the cost figue8
in connection with the mine dtll8ters at West Frnkfort. IU..
on .ran17 9. 1928.. and Kenvir. ll.. on JI 22. 1928.

Thse ngwes should include ooat of trasporting
Oar to mne. cost of subsistence 1"r the Car crew duri the
reove,l' work. cost of inpl1es used in coneotion with 1'_
coft work. ird a stateient showing the nuøer of dàfs of
each amloireel 8 1i_ OOargeable to the reoo11r, or investi-

£ItiV8 work. We wUl appreciate a P1'pt repl..

Yours yeq t.ul.

~.-.
Suprvising ~neer,
Instruotion Seotiort.

oc ~ Jrrriii
alee
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CLASS OF SERVlCE

This is a full~rate
Telegram or Cable~
gram unlt:ss its de-
ferred character is il1~
¿icated by a suitabli:
sign above or preced~

L. ing the address.

Form 121H-S

WESTER
UNION

N~WCOM9 CI\RLTON, PREsIDENT-,-_.-.---. -_. ..'-. - -.. . .' _. -. .. .._----- --'-
The ~ling tie as shown in the date ~-oii ful-rate telegrams and day lettrs, and the ~meof rccipt at d;stination as shown on al mesages, is STANDARD TIME.

R-lceivedaIÇhamber.~mmerceBldg.¡Cor. 7IhAve.&SmilhfieldSI..Pi~5bnrgh.Pa. \928 /'Y !'L12 17

,jDARii?/~6 O\JT::~el'jCE liHS I W :;i) 11')~"n. ~~ ""';?iT~s"u~g:'~j~V, /' ~ ,.i "')t~'iT~ o~ _ È ~ 1(' "'l'". a).. ~ .~,~ijß... "'.-wJ J FORBES:: '-", / ¿ MAY 291928
BUREP,U r,ii :'IES PI TTSBURG PE,Jii= \ :!~" -.. I;U,g )~

MILLEr'ì WILL INVESTIGATE EXPLOSION BLUE DINv!O!W r'lI:1EI,
.._--~. -

EXPECT MAKE INVESTIGATION THIS WEEK AWAITING WORD FROM

JONES CHI EF INSPECTOR REGARDING DATE::

r ;~"':';7.;ztr'z¡~"-' .
i. T- ~;, .1 '1.... .'tw¡~i. (t)'i. J/L .'.~. ~'", '. ", ". "'..'. . ./f.'I"~~~ ,~
\;;,,11 - -- . ~-~-~ .. -

i:.:~:~:~~._..__._-_._.~_.\

\,y0'/
HERBERT.

f//



STANDARD FORM NO. 14A
ApPROVE BY THE PRESIDEN

MARCH 10. 19Z6

IF MESAGE IS TO WASHINGTON, D_ C. SEND COLLECr.

OTHERWIE CHARGE U. S. BUREAU OF MINES -Pl--i-..-----
(miiiõn)

TELEGRAM Sent by ____4-._4-.__i'b...__ _________________

TiUe _______c~ml!~c._~l!~~..__i~~L
PIa,"_____~~f1lAco.f__lil1l!L~_'_~" _________

Date ________*-__?Il,c__l.!li!a ________________________________

OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES

~_....,., 11--107

C. A. Jl'1
U. ii. mmiA Of IU1m
nl'C-ilS imiiw
ADV1SE i-miU'1ELY WHO WILL 1tAU ~:tll;%i-10J IlLt.s Il.tAlOlI JrB
mvB lO'ic: I'UVZli i:A'PS -mQJI _.

IO
Tel Yi..U. ¥nlte.UlOO 10.

1",

co - Harringontn..



STANDARD TIME
1~.jDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE ;JlUE "DAY LE~

--NL-- . N1GHT-i:E

-r._.N~jI__ li;JIGH._T Tgc.G~
'_' DEFERRfD../
N L T CABLE lETTEF

- WL T --\I-E¡( END L£

~w"E296 30 COLLECT GOVT
~~/ EVARTS KY 2':

~ U S BUREAU OF MINES
MAY 25 1828

:it6'

PITTSBURGH PA
¡

~AR FOUR ENROUTE LEXINGTON ELEVElL TODAY WAS,~INGTON NOT ADVISE); ONE

MAN NOT YET LOCATED NECESSARY TO RESTORE PERMANENT VENTILATtON

REQUIRING ABOUT FOUR DAYS STOP I~JEST!GAT!ON IN ABOUT ONE WEEK

l~Jû'
i.O'
ii-. ."

I " ïl
I ìVÓ/7/ .,. " . :
i TO --..-"'-~(tt"ll .."..c ;;" "'. ~ .:; D II
. By" . "'" ..-.... .... ..~ '._

.;-;ï)--' 

, \" ....""._. I
' . A,,;.;::.;~;;_ . ,.-: ----~' . ,-. -'-ér~ i",'_. ~ .

- ,,~ -::~- ~.: (

,cOUSER T.



""orm 1201-8

Thîs is a full-rate
Té:egram or Cable~
gram unless its de~
f",~~~.i "i."'!"acter is ¡n~
dicated by a sUll-able
sign above or prcced~
ing the address." NEWCOMEI CARL TON. PRESIDENT

SIGNS'-,
DL = Day Letter

NM = Night MC8saee

NL - Night Letter
~~O = Dcfen-ed Cable

CL T = Cable Letter

WIT = Wcck-f:!'-Lhcttcr

CLss OF SERVICE ~tWESTER
UNIO

--- - - - -~
The filing time as shown in the date lino ()n full-rate t~i-,g;a-i "and-dy i~tters, and th-;t¡;; ()l- receipt at destin . own on all meBS.~_g~. is STANDARD TIME.

ReceivedatChamberofCommerceBldg., Cor.7thAve. &Smiihfield Si.,pittsburgh'!ìMAY 23 ;PM. J ß1

JB501 ~GOLLECT::KENVIR KY 23 200e:-,,!\,tn-r,ijUiT~:n'

us BURd1r'&1i.1 NES= (~AY ~d 't:2r!~:;\i
p I TTSBUR~H PE NN:: \'\. ~"' I".\J )

"~~i_'.. - -- /'_ ~ )Jji~,,,,;,:,,~-~/p~~~
SEVE N BOD I ES HE COVERED FROM BLACKMOUNTAIN MINE THIRTY ONE

UNACCOUNTED FOR OR IG I N BEL I EVED DUE TO MUD CUPP I NG ROCK

WI TH DYNAM 1 IE RECOVERY WORK PROGRESS I NG SLOWLY V I NCENNES

AND WASH I NGT?"-.N~CTdcF~~.~_I) ~IJ¿;

M i LLER.~.. i~it L) 4""')
j" '-V! (h. ( If\ t f f/

tk M~ _ ... ...... I.lfl~,¡rÛ\tt lj..- uh_. ~. I. '__ :.Í1. --



c_C"~""' ~E S TE RN

_.......l2N I Q.N Y
- Thï'~':iiingÚ~e -.: ii(n~n in' the date li~e'¡;~-fuii~~;~ te1egram.'c- an-d day letters, and the time of receipt at destination .' shown on esges, is STANDARD TIME.

ReceivedatChamberofCommerceßldg.,Cor. 7thAve.&SmithfieldSt.,Pittsburg , _MA __-R 10 4S¡ ~~U OF~JB 194 ¡¡ COLLECT ::KE NV I R KY 23 84~MT;H¡f'C"UT'¿, 1." '("'S"~"GH""~\o:¡'À,)..ri--j ( MAY 24 1928 '¡
J J FORBES.US BUREAU OF MINES:: \)

4800 FORBES ST PITTSBURGH PENN; '~~~F~~~/'

Form 1201-3

SIGNS

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable~
gram unless its de-
ferred character is in~
dicated by a suitable
sign above or preced-
ing the address.

DL = Day Letter

NM - Nig,ht MessaGe

NL =~kht Letter
Deferred Cable

= Cable Lettet

;ARRIVED KENVIR KY FOUR THIRTY AM EXPECT TO RETURN TO

BONN I EBLUE AS SOON AS POSS I BLE::

GRAFF .

.liiil..1............'.CTI.. ~.9- \.':.~ÎW
I "1~r~/~ ~

Jl~'\/
. .J.' t. ,~_(t l4.",U -- l-'---. i. /Y- -. ~ 'ßi~\.,cífM'p,S, )r-¡o - lVI'j'- . "'.

...' , (1 " ~. / 1';,.t ,0 1 _ L/' ,,' -' , J:-:(;ì .._':" \ ,_:-_1-'- l' _'\_ ,,_, "f..",--' '_., _.- V 11ci""U/L--_-ë--- -",-" - n~ ',,,/
./



CLASS OF SERVICE

Furm 12208

This is a full..ate
Telegram or Cable~
gram unless its de~
ferred character is in~
dicated by a suitable
sign above or preced-
ing the address.

NEWCO"'B CARl-TON. PAESIOENT

- --- . d r ful- ~ telegrms and day letteii aod the time of receipt at dcstirution ai iihowo on alineaiiage:, iii STANDARD TIME.' The filing time as ShOWllll the ate me on ri: .P---!----i T& '* MAY 2J fi 10 JI
! JBl77 ~OLLECT:KENVIR KY 23 845A ..
us BURE~~F~F~~WrS: r~B%:'~~~,

:PITTSBURGH PENN: \. MAY 241928 )
. .... /"''Z~t.,-,__ _,C' /',~~~~EXPLOSION AT BlACKMOUNTAIN MINE NUMBER THIRTY KENVIR KY

r\l~0/
I NSTEAD OF EVART S KY STOp EXPLOS I ON OCCURRED ABOUT S I X

THIRTY PM MAY TWENTy SECOND STOP ABOUT FORTY FIVE MEN IN

MINES WHEN EXPLOSION OCCURRED STOP SEVEN DEAD ONE STILL

MISSING AND BALANCE ESCAPED STOP CAUSE OF EXPLOSION NOT

KNOWN MINE NOT ROCK DUSTED STOP CAR NUMBER FOUR ARRIVED AT

KENVIR THREE THIRTY AM MAY TWENTY THIRD MILLER HERBERT AND

KESSLER ON CAR STOP VINCENNES AND WASHINGTON NOTIFIED:

MILLER.

/?A n.'_,~_ .' '-0 -, / '/.J7 :.&. __'" '.. ....... fo/

i .4l:_l¿/r~.j¡#il:;:;l
:."I,t;;l.iV'L"¡ll -~
"~~--~."L__" ¡



C:¡:S:FaS::::::e WE S TE RN
Telco-ram or Cable~gratr unless its de- UN ION
tmed ehamcter ¡, in-
dicated by a suitable
sign above or preced-
ing the address. J. c. WILLE:VER. FIRST VICE_PRI!SI""NT . m.__ _ ._ ______~___ _ ____~--

NEWCOMe CAR.LTON. PRESIDENT _. _ __ _n -- . . ANDARDTIME.
=--.-, - - - , ;- --,---- - u_ dthetieofre~iptatdestinatìon3-8IiownonaUme&agcsllSST

'i'hefilingtimeaashOWninthedatehneonfuU-rateteiegrC and7dahAlettrs.&anS 'thfi IdSt P.ttsburgh Pa

ReceivedatChamberolCmmerceBldg., or. t ve. mi e ., i ,.
rCBl170~OVT=UD VINCENNES IND 22 ,,,(;F'~l-'Ì' '-128 

MAY n PM II 24.~ t) ., Ll ß2-~/ y,."Upq í::tiURGf1, p,a~~

US ßU::~~~S~:~~N:::N' 0 \:=;\"n""""~'"

:EXPLOSION AT EVARTS HARLAN COUNTY KENTUCKY SEVENTY FIVE

MEN ENTOMBED STOP CAR FQUR LEFT BY SPEC IAL TRA IN TH IS

EVENING DAVIES AND SELF LEAVING TONIGHT WASHINGTON ADVISED=

:H E RB E R T .

Form 1201-S

SIGNS
-

DL -- Day Letter

NM - Night Messar,e

NL = Night Letter

LCD = Defered Cable--
CL T = Cable Letter

WLT Week-End Letter

~ \ .J-0 \-;'( J\~\.\\\~./ .k."-
~ "l ~ lit' (JI\, 11 ¡V\J 1.-
iI iit,~ M

Gy\~, .
,wlt



C:¡:Si:FaS:::~a:~ E S TE RN
TelcO'ram or Cablc~ a Ngra';unless its de~ UN I
ferred character is in~
dicated by a, suitablesign above or preced~ M~ 'i' l' .-.. -,(,,¡~,,:~,:::H(
ing the address. .J. c. WILLEVEi:, FlR"T VICI!.;RIISIOl'NT ,,~_______ ___

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRE9IIll'NT._ ,-- - -. - . al . STANDARD 

TIME. --- . ._. - -- i tt and the tie of receipt at destination as shown on meage, is. ,.- Thc,?ingiueMh""n~binthefdaC"'lineonrull-'"B"'l';ige"aCi;7thÅve:&SmithfieldSt.,Pittsburgh,Pa. _ MAY 22 PA to 46
ReceivedatC am ero ommer¡:e ., .

("ni 1;7 4 ..oif~ GO\lT =LU I NG T Dil KY ?? 923 P ~':'t~'¡~';~iJ~Qjl,V4;'

....,\
MAY 23 19280 :\ . L

~~!H(r'!~~'.rv'U'v /~~
Ir,IINC CO!\'IPAiiYS:MINE SiOp

F(lrm l'iOl-S

.-
SIGNS

DL - Day Letter
NM Night Message 

NL - Night Letter
LCD - Deferred Cable

CLT = Cable Letter

; ,j'WTr-..W~~p._Lettet
.__..

4- í)J)() FOR H E S SiP I iTS R U R G H

US 8UREAU OF M I iIES=

PEN1\1=

EXPLOSION AT BLACK MOUNTAIN

EVARTS KENTUCKY STOP REPORTED SEVENTy FIVE MEN ENTOMBED

S TOP R E QUE S T F 0 F( S E R V ICE S 0 F CAR ;\j U ,\'1 E F: F a li R S iOP CAR

FOUR LEAVING LEXINGTON FOR EVARTS KENTUCKY TONIGHT AT R2n

PM MILLER KESSLER AND C F HERBERT ON CAR FOUR V ¡ ~CENNES

AND WASHINGTON NOT1FIED=

£:0/\ !I ÎI/lILLEfi../.i/,v ,..
.t/,~ ~ '-~

.I' \~~~:.'" /- ___/~./

~\ , /il! t)fi
Vf¡L.-A./ '. .... J.
l ;SW l/Pr "111'fl£l

...1Ã
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HARLAN, Ky" May 22.lwFif-
teen men were unaccounted for to-
night after an explosion in mine

number 30 of the Black Mountain

Coal Corporation at Kenvir, ni-ar
here. The blast occurred just as the
shifts were being changed at 6: 45
o'clock, according to a telephoned
report from the mine.

The cause has not been deter-
mined. A call for Ii Federal mine
rescue squad was sent to Lexington
and to Norton. Va.. while prelim-
inary attempts to penetrate the mine
were made at the shaft.

According to information relayed
here from the mine, about 75 were
caught by the blast, but all except
the 15 escaped. None of the men
who had come from the mine was
injured, the report said, and it was
belleved the entombed group would
be reached during the night.



HARLAN, Ky., May 23_-(~The
accidental explosion of a box of per-

cussion caps which set off a load of
dynamite was said today to have
caused last night's explosion in the
Kenvir coal mine, of thE) Black
Mountain Coal Corporation. It
c('st at least seven lives and threat-
ened 75 other workers, all of whom,
however, are believed to have es-
caped save :B'rank Romine, who is
missing.

The explosion occurred about 1,000
feet from the main entrance after
the day shift of approximately 600
men had left. Property loss was
estimated at $20,000.

The dead are Frank Chow, 42,
chief electrician; Asher Hall, 47,
night foreman; Clay Quintrell, 35,
and B. M. Hagard, 35, electricians;
Elmore Leach, 22, miner; Louis Fo-
gerty, 25, laborer, and Samuel Ed-
wards, 67, a track layer. All were
married.
The first of the seven bodies was

brought out early today.


