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h a v e to ld them tha t i t would he be t te r to turn them ba < k home than
lo lower them ;i l a ra te of speed tha t i s too fas t to be absolu te ly

sa fe.
The vic t ims of the acc ident a t the Dorrance col l ie ry were Wil l iam

lvanylofsk i, miner, Beter Ivava losk i, l aborer, John Bepan laborer,
and Ber t Van Horn, b lacksmi th. They were ins tan t ly ki l led by the
cage on which they were ascending the shaf t be ing hois ted aga ins t
the sheave wi th grea t force, caus ing the rope to break , and al lowing
the cage to fa l l back wi th i t s four v ic t ims in to the mouth of the
shaf t where i t caught fas t , a to ta l wreck. One of the vic t ims was
held fas t in the wreck dead , and the other three fe l l down to the
bot tom of the shaf t l.,b( MJ fee t be low.

The engineer, Abe Br ice, tes t i l i ed before the coroner’s jury tha t
he had rece ived the proper s igna ls tha t there were men on the Bal -

t imore shaf t cage and tha t he s ta r ted to hois t and ran his engine
a t the usua l ra te of speed, and when the cage neared the top he
c losed the thro t t l e va lve and threw the lever. When he got i t jus t
over the center, the back pressure blew open the thro t t l e va lve and
the reverse lever Hew back aga ins t h im. Before l ie could ge t the
thro t t l e va lve c losed aga in and the brake on, the cage had s t ruck
the sheave wheel and the damage was done.

A carefu l examina t ion was made of the engine and the valves
af te r the acc ident by John Khinehiemer and James Love, exper t
machin is t s f rom the Vulcan I ron Works, where the engine was man -
ufac tured, and the engines and valves were found to be in good order.

This examina t ion was made in the presence of Super in tendent
F. B. Zerbey and Dis t r ic t Super in tendent Joseph Jones and other
ol l ic ia l s of the Lehigh Val ley Coal Company, and myse l f.

Af te r hear ing a l l the tes t imony the coroner’s jury exonera ted Abe
Brice, the engineer, f rom al l b lame.

The engineer, .Mr. l’r iee, had had twenty- l ive years' exper ience as
an engineer, and had run the engine a t th i s shaf t s ince i t had been
sunk , lb - never- before had any acc ident, bu t on the cont ra ry had
made a very good record for h imse l f .

The other acc ident occur red a t I l i e Anchinc loss mine. At G :4 l )

A . M . November L\ ten men were ins tan t ly ki l led in No. 1 shaf t a t
th i s mine whi le be ing lowered to the i r work in the Bal t imore seam.
1 ,1 h »a fee t be low the sur face. Jacob W. Fine, hois t ing engineer, was
in charge of the machinery a t the t ime. John .Mondusky, headman,
had given the s igna l to I l i e engineer to lower ( he cage and did not
d iscover anyth ing wrong unt i l the ascending cage reached t in * sur-
face landing a t a f r igh t fu l ve loc i ty, go ing through the tower and
tak ing wi th i t b r idge t rees and sheave wheel. I t d id not s top unt i l
the erosshend and upr igh ts of the cage had become fas tened under
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the drum iu the drum pit, which resulted in stopping the engines.
The descending cage struck ihe landing fans of the Baltimore seam
with terrific force, causing both carriage sills to break, dropping
with its load of human freight to a depth of 400 feet into the water,
tin - shaft being filled with water to a depth of 210 feet. Rescuers
were immediately sent down No. 2 shaft to the Ross vein crossing
through to No.1. They succeeded in climbing down to the surface of
the water to ascertain if any of the men might be living, but no signs
of life were found. A hasty examination of the two engines was
made by District Machinist Trimble, who reported that the en -

gines were all right in every respect and responded to the opera -
tion of the throttle valve and levers.

Preparations were immediately made for the recovery of the
bodies of the unfortunate victims. The broken cage of the Balti -

more landing was hoisted to the surface and taken out and substi -

tuted by billy block and bucket. At 4:20 P. M. three men in my
charge were sent down to the surface of the water. Platforms were
placed upon the bun tons, grappling hooks and ropes were secured
and the work of grappling for the bodies was begun an hour later.

The remains were brought out in the following order : Bislen Pope-
lews, miner, John Pisarick, miner, William Ashton, Jr., miner, Joe
Noviek, miner, Frank Kempa , laborer, Frank Selirk , miner, Joe
( 'auslien, miner, John Yellow skofski, miner.

remains of John Ignatovich, miner, were not discovered until
1 :20 P. M. November 12, when they were found caught in the debris
between the bottom of the broken cage and the broken pieces of an
old mine car.

The cause of the accident is practically unknown. Mr. Fine, the
hoisting engineer, claims that he had perfect control of his en -
gines until within 50 or 00 feet of the landing. A minute examina -

tion made by Mr. J. M . Easton, master mechanic, Mr. Frank Trimble,
district machinist and Mr. John Rhineheimer, Supt. of the Vulcan
Iron Works, shows that the condition of the engines was in every
respect first class. It is therefore very evident that the respon -

sibility for this accident lies with Mi-. Fine, the hoisting engineer.
It was caused in my opinion by the double throw of the reverse bar
during this trip. In other words, after lie had started his load
with steam, he threw his reverse bar over, permitting the loaded
cage to descend by its own weight to within the distance that he
claims he had control of his engines. It appears to me that he must
have thrown his bar over again , not realizing that his engine was
already running against itself and must have given her steam with
the intention of slackening speed to reach tin * fans, when instead
of slackening the speed it was increasing to a tremendous velocity,
w i t h l lie resnlt noted above.

The
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The pr in t herewi th shows comple te sec t ion of shaf t s, loca t ion
where car r iage s t ruck a t Bal t imore ve in, a l so where the bodies were
found.

Verd ic t of the Coroner’s Jurv
We, the jury, t iml tha t John Igna tovi tz came to his dea th by the

bot tom fa l l ing out of the cage a t the Auchinc loss mine of the P. L.
and \V. Company in Xant icoke borough and tha t whi le descending
sa id shaf t November l id , 1004, a t about 0:40 o'c lock A. M. when the
cage was approaching Bal t imore ve in in sa id shaf t , the engineer
fa i led to cheek the speed of sa id cage and tha t the cage s t ruck t in*

fans so as to break the bot tom of same whereby the sa id John Igna to-
v i tz and others were prec ip i ta ted down sa id shaf t and met the i r
dea th and tha t the cause of the fa i lu re of the engineer to check the
cage is unknown to the jury.

And we, the jury, do fur ther say tha t the dea th of the aforesa id
John Igna tovi tz and others might not have occur red in such manner
i f the D. L. & W\ Co. had compl ied wi th ru le No. 1, a r t ic le 12, of the
Anthrac i te Mine Laws, which provides tha t the owners, opera tor or
super in tendent sha l l use every precaut ion to insure the safe ty of t in*

workmen in a l l cas t 's which sa id I ). L. A \ Y. Rai l road fa i led to do,

by having engineer Jacob \ Y. Fine cons tan t ly on duty for a lmos t
four teen hours when the acc ident occur red.

The jury fur ther recommends tha t the day shi f t engineer should
s ta r t to work a t 0 A. M. ins tead of 7 A . M. thereby re l iev ing the
other engineer before Ihe t ime of lower ing the men in to the mines
ar r ives. And the jury is reso lved of the opin ion tha t e igh t hours i s
suf f ic ien t for any engineer to be cons tan t ly on duty any one day as
a hois t ing engineer.

The jury was composed of the fo l lowing: James O'Bonnel l, P ly-
mouth , John Keagon , Danie l Bowel l, Wi l l iam Oldf ie ld, Samuel
Powel l and T. I t. Cal le rv, of Xant icoke.

In view of the c i rcumstances connec ted wi th th i s case, I make the
fo l lowing recommendat ions: That in shaf t s where two engineers a re
employed on cons tan t du ty dur ing the twenty- four hours each day,
Ihe number be increased to three engineers for the same per iod, and
1 ha t the i r day's work , or sh i f t s be as fo l lows:

The day shi f t engineer to commence work a t < i o'c lock A . M ., and
work unt i l 1 o'c lock P. M . , o r 7 hours ; the second engineer to com
mence a t 12 o'c lock A . M .. and work unt i l 7 o'c lock P. M., or 7 hours ;
and the th i rd engineer to commence a t 0 o'c lock P. M., and work
unt i l 7 o'c lock A . M., or Id hours. By th is a r rangement the three
engineers wi l l be in the engine - house 27 hours each day, or an aver-
age of !) hours each.


