REPORTS ON MINES-STATE OF MONTANA - 1889.

November 23, 1889
Anaconda Mine

Butte MT
Fire

6 Victims

SGFFOCATED IN THE ANACONDA Name of
FIRE. Date. Mine.

Henry Page ....... ... ... ... ... .. uiiiuin.. Nov. 23, 1839 Anaconda
Tim Kellerer. .. ... ... ... . . . . . . | Nov. 23, 1889 Andconda
Edward Dolan........................ e Nov. 23, 1889 Anaconda
Matt. Sullivan. . .... ..., ... ... el Nov. 23, 1889 Anaconda
Pat Murphy .. ... ... . ... ... ..., T Nov. 23, 1889 Anaconda
Pat Lyons* ... ... .. . ... ... ... ..., Nov. 23, 1889  Anaconda

* Died two weeks after being taken out of the mine,

DEATHS AT ANACONDA By SUFFOCATION.

As reported before, the awful catastrophe at the Anaconda cannot
be called an accident, where men volunteered to descend the
burning mine for powder, and when one failed to come up, others
followed to try and rescue their dead comrades. They were
persuaded not to go, as no man could retain life for two
minutes; but being actuated by feelings of love and respect for
those whose lives were already sacrificed, deliberately walked
into the arms of death, until the number of dead men amounted
to six. No hopes were entertained of their recovery until the
6th of December, when it was thought the fire had been
extinguished. At 7 o’clock on the morning of the 7th the shafts
at Anaconda and St. Lawrence were uncovered, which
showed no signs of siwoke, and it was generally believed that
the fire was at an end, and that the bodies would soon be
recovered.

Shortly after the shafts were opened, a dog was sent down
the Anaconda mine to the Soo foot level, and allowed to remain
10 minutes before being hauled to the surface. On reaching the
40 foot station it was heard to breathe once or twice, when it
fell back dead. Thirty minutes later another dog was sent to
the 500 foot level, and after remaining 1o minutes came up alive;
but it was doubtful if he could recover; but after suffering much
pain he got up and walked gently away. 'The general impression
was that no fire existed in the mine, and orders were given to
remove the bulkheads at the 600 foot level of the St. Lawrence
mine.



STATE OF MONTANA.

[ left the mine at 6 p. m. on the 7th inst. with every hope of the
bodies being recovered before the morning of the 8th, but on
my return to the mine, the condition changed, and the fire had
broken out afresh, and the mine was again sealed and steam
pumped into it from three sets of boilers. The sealing of the
mine may cause the smoke and carbonic acid gas to suffocate
the existing fire, but I am persuaded that the pumping of steam
into the mine will not be of any benefit whatever, as the steam
will most certainly condense itself into water long before
reaching the fire, as the temperature of the mine cannot,
according to the test made, be over 8o degrees. This may be
surprising to many, but when there are probably hundreds of
ways for air to get into the mine, it would naturally keep the
mine cool, and condense the steam. VWhen the fire first broke
out, I suggested the propriety of pumping water into the 400
level and letting the water fall into the 500 foot level, where the
fire occurred, which would saturate the dirt and timbers from
the 400 foot level down, thus preventing the fire from
spreading, or burning upwards to the 400 foot level. My next
suggestion was the forcing of carbonic acid gas into the mine,
which would exclude all air from the fire, and extinguish the
entire burning.

These suggestions were made, believing it to be to the best
interest of all parties concerned; and although they may not

meet with the approbation of the superintendent or any of the
agents connected with the concern, time will prove that the
injection of steam will prove valueless and useless, and if no other
method is adopted, the fire will never cease to burn until the last
piece of timber is burned in the mine.

The entombed miners, Page, Kellerer, Dolan, Sullivan and
Murphy, will probably be a long time in the mine before they
can be taken out, and it is doubtful if all of their remains will
ever be taken out. The bodies will never be recognized,
especially the two who fell down the shaft a distance of 6oo
or 700 feet, and should they ever be taken out it will be hard to
identify them, even by their apparel, and when they are
presented to their friends for interment the question will be,
who are they? This is about the greatest catastrophe that
ever occurred in a Montana mine, and one long to be
remembered by every resident of Butte, where nearly every
household presented the appearance of mourning. Pat
Lyons, the man rescued from the mine alive, was so seriously
m]ured that after remaining the long period of two weeks
between life and death was compelled to render up all that was
mortal to join the immortal.

X
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FIRE IN A COPPER MINE,

A Numiner of Miners Inprisoned—eroie
hut 'atal Atetnpl at Reseae,

BUTrE. Mot . Nov, - Fire is raging in
the Amaconds copyer wine. M heoke ot
Natunday meaaiag in the evoss-ent of thie 8t
Lawrnes stines. Fhe dmft ~oeked the
sprat s azed son % mto the Anaceonna, and &
perilons Blaze «om sleveloped in tine SMU-Tvol
level of thee latter A numler of men wele
at wor kol it s hohioved that neardy ail have
porshie . Desides (ieses, fonr men lost {heir
hves mn teving to effert o recens.

Thost kuown  to Iws abisul ove,  larey
Page. who foll in making 11e ascent; Petrick
Murray, whe was ! SMakfoot sialon, but
voulll ol Tue w~cuced: Tun Kelleber, who
fell during the a-cent; Jorey Sullisan, who
wis onte of  the rescuing o by nmd hecame
overpowertl whike teaung others at SX-
foot ~tation aed eoukl vt reach 1he cago
when 1he sigual was given, Bisides 1l
named Jack Lyveas well die. and a dean
others are under the docters’ cvare. dtis
practically conain that as muny as nine
were killed,

The shaft of 1hs Anccomla s bulkhended
ard no sinoke or gas st from it. All the
levels of the Bt Lawrence are bulkhieaded so
that no draught of mir can get in, As tho
fire hax no air to fan it, it is beleved that the
earbonic aend gus which will necessarlly be
generated in the confined spare will eventu-

The Perry Chief.,

PERRY, IOWA.
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Montn=a Cﬂl'lpfl" Mines on ¥Fire,

Fire canught in the c¢ross-cut ou the 500-
foot level of the SL. Lawremce. Mout.,
copper mine, and the miners who tricil to
drown out the Hames werc driven nway hy
the heat and smoke. As the fire occurred
between the change of shifts only a few
men wers down, There was a quantily of
ponder in the laner levels and (o kave the
mine trom disrster by au ¢xplosion several
men volunteornd to remove it.  While en-
gaged in dotog this, tour men named Keler,
Lyony, Murpby and Fage wers ovcrcomsn
by gas and erooke and perished. Other
men went down to save them, but had to
leave them, having a narrow escape them-
selves. The fire commupicated to the
Anaconda mine from the St. Lawrence,

und the former is burning, 1t is ttmbered
ull the way from the 500-fuot levet up,
aud the resull of the bnrming of these tim-
bors will be a eave-in of {he most disas-
trous propor.ons, The Iatest report is '
that there are nine men nuacrounted for.
The Avscouda mineg constitule the grent-
est system of copper miues in the world,
and the capital is egtimated at $:20,000,000.






