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SATURDAY, APRIL 23,

Sever: Men
Are Saved
From Mine

Txplosion Wrecks Interior
and Kills Kighteen at
Amsterdam, Ohio.

CAUSE IS NOT KNOWN

Women and Children Fran-
tically Seek Dead and
Missing Ones.

[Special Telegram to The Dispatch.]

STEUBENVILLE, Ohio, April 22.—
Seven men, bruised and burned, were
rescued fromi the Youghiogheny and Ohio
Coal Company’s mine at Amsterdam today,
and their escape from death is regarded
as miraculous. The rescued are: Kdwin
O. Jones, night superintendent; Roy
Scott, Lewis Smith, Joe Sengre, Lee
Zenee, Joc Zinesk and John Golden, all
miners.

Six dead have been brought ' to the
surface and 12 bodies remain bhidden in
the bowels of the earth, as the result
of a tremendous explosion in the mine
late 1aSt night. The interior of the mine
is completely wrecked and all wentilation
is shut off.

The cause has not been determined by
the State Mine Inspectors and mining ex-
perts who are conducting the search
for the bodies of victims who have not
yet been located.

THE DEAD.

“Joe” Zempeddro, aged 23 years, single;
Robert McMasters, aged 25 years, single;
Herbert Hays, aged 40 years, married; Paul
Rosko, aged 25 years, single; “Andy’’
Rosko, aged 23 years, single; *‘Joe” Jacob,
aged 30 years, married; Charles Howarth,
aged b0 years, married; John Smith, aged
60 years, married; James Lockbart, aged
47 years, married; “Mike” Parcella, Minglo
Zangnell, Lonie Colaker, ‘“Joe’’ Daring, John
Daring, Herman Benedict, John Benedict,
Reve Locko, Losie Jia Zonnellie.

Was Recently Inspected.

The mine had been inspected but two
days before the explosion by Deputy ln-
spector Thomas Morrison. From the
condition of the interior it is said the ex-
plosion, in point of force, was the great-
est ever recorded in Ohio.

The mine is of ‘the shaft variety and a
force of 175 miners is employed.

(About 9:45 o’clock last night the earth
withiin &  fidius of several = miles was
rocked with a terrific explosion. A train
on the Lake Erie, Alliance & Wheeling
Railroad was passing the mine and every
window in the train was shattered. The
trainmen stopped the train and learniug
where the explosion occurred fled from
their train, as a car of dynamite was at-
tached to the rear of it.

The cause of the explosion has not been
determined. The mine inspectors say
it might have been caused by a miner
striking a pocket of gas or it might have
been caused by floating gas coming in
contact with a naked light carried by one
of the miners. Several of the rooms,
boarded up and marked dangerous, were
fillod with eas and a miner may have ven-




Women and Children kran-
tically Seek Dead and
Missing Ones.

[Special Telegram io The Dispatch.)

STEUBIENVILLE, Ohio, April 22—
Seven men, bruised and burned, were
rescued fromy the Youghiogheny and Ohio
Coal Company’s mine at Amsterdam today,
and their escape from death is regarded
as miraculous.  The rescued are: lidwin
0. Jones, night superintendent; Roy
Neott, Lewis Swith, Joe Sengre, Lee
Zence, Joc¢ Zinesk and John Golden, all
miners.

Six dead have been brought’ to the
surface and 12 bodies remain hidden in
the bowels of the earth, as the result
of a tremendous explosion in the mune

late last night. The interior of the mine
is completely wrecked and all wentilation
s shut off. .

The cause has not been determined by
the State Mine Inspectors and imining ex-
perts  who are conducting the search
for the bodies of victims who have not
yet been located.

THE DEAD.

“Joe”’ Zempeddro, aged 23 years, single;
Robert McMasters, aged 25 years, single;
Herbert Hays, aged 40 years, married; Paul
Rosko, aged 25 years, single; ‘“Andy”’
Rosko, aged 23 years, single; ‘“Jge” Jacob,
aged 30 years, married; Charles Howarth,
aged 50 years, married; Jobn Smith, aged
50 years, married; James Lockbart, aged
47 years, married; ‘“Mike” Parcella, Minglo
Zangnell, Lonie Colaker, “Joe” Daring, John
Daring, Herman Benedict, John Benedict,
Reve Locko, Losie Jia Zonnellie,

Was Recently Inspected.

The mine had been inspected but two
days before the explosion by Deputy ln-
spector Thomas Morrison. From the
conditiorg of the interior it is said the ex-
plosion, in point of force, was the great-
cst ever recorded in Ohio. )

The mine is of the shaft variety and a
force of 175 miners is employed.

About 9:45 o’clock last night the earth

within & Tadius of several - riiles was
rocked with a terrific explosion. A train
on the Lake Erie, Alliance & Wheeling
Railroad was passing the mine and every
window in the train was shattered. The
trainmen stopped the train and learning
where the explosion occurred fled from
their train, as a car of dynamite was at-
tached to the rear of it.

The cause of the explosion has not been
determined. The mine inspectors say
it might have been caused by a miner
striking a pocket of gas or it might have
been caused by floating gas coming in
contact with a naked light carried by one
of the miners. Several of the rooms,
boarded up and marked dangerous, were
filled with gas and a miner may have ven-
tured in there with a naked light.

The explosion evidently occurred in
the south entry, as the roof of the
mine in that part is down, doors
are’ blown out and the air shaft
wrecked. All of the dead miners were
found in the south entry, while those res-
cued came from the north.

With the explosion the cages in the
shaft, which is 60 feet deep, were blown
out, the tipple was wrecked and all mode
of entering barred. The fans in the pump
house were damaged and put out of com-
migsion.

Work of Rescue Begins.

As soon as the explosion was heard
Hmctioul]y every one in the village
ocked to the mouth of the shaft and
many of the miners volunteered to go
down into the hole to rescue their com-
panions. The work of rescue was accom- |
panied with much danger on account of
the mine being filled with afterdamp.

As soon as a bucket could be rigged up
in the shaft forces of rescuers were sent
down, but they remained only a few min-
utes. However, they succeeded in rescuing
the men from the north entry as the air
in that part was comparatively free from
the noxious fumes. '

After working all night the rescuing
crews succeeded in locating six bodies,
These were taken to the bottom of the
shaft and lifted to the surface. They
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Had he gottcn toe o a lew hours
sooner it is probable that nearly all
the 15 men that were killed would
have- been rescued, as they all died
of -suffocation. Immediately after
arriving the Pitishurg men went.into
the mines and began the gearch for
bodies. All were found to be dead
from suftocation.

The portion of the mine where the
three rescued men were found was
resched at 11:30 Friday night, about
926 “hours after the euplosion. The
three men had been passed hours he-
fore by a rescuing party but they
were thought -to have been dead aud
the party went on. The examination
was too hasty.

When Mr. Paul reached the win-
ers he noticed that thsir hodies
were warm and summoning “several
miners he had the three bodics plac-
ed on.stretchers and started for the
shaft. ~Before rzaching the shaft Mr.
‘Paul noticed that immadiate atten-
tion would have to be given the men
if they were saved and they worked
with them until the surface was
reached. 1t is .probable that all
three. men would have died in a
ghort stime had ‘it not been for the
presence of Mr. Paul to treat them.
- “The tweélve dead were buried at
Amsterdam . Sunday and the cere-
monies were . very ympressive, while
the ‘other three were taken to Dillon-
ville, Ohio, for bnrial. They were
all .buried-in one grave.

4

| that the only hope of escaping alive was

J.\N\AN\/\/\/\/\/W\AN\AM'\.
were taken hurriedly to a temporary
morgue. . . . .

After removing the six bodies the min-
ers turned their attention to bratticing
of the mine to gui¢: fresh air and efforts
wWere made to have the fans repaired.
During the afternoon William G. Muse
of the Youghiogheny and Ohio Coal Com-
pany arrived from Pennsylvania, accom-
panied Dby six rescuers equip ed ' with
oxygen helmets. These men thoroughly
explored the mine, but failed to find any
more bodies. They said there were many
“falls” and the missing miners are un-
doubtedly under them.

Superintendent's M iraculous Escape.

13, 0. Jones, the night superintendent,
was in the main entry near the air shaft
when the explosidn came. He was blown
over several cars and the gas and flames
passed over him, striking the air shaft
and seeking an outlet through it..
The air shaft was badly wrecked and the
stack above it was toppled over. Doors
were knocked down and pit posts hurled
in all directions. Jones when found was
badly burned and bruised all over the
body. All of the other men who were
rescued were burned, but not seriously.

When Jones was blown over the cars
he was stunned. When he regained con-
sciousness some time later he remembered

to keep his mouth to the ground to !
breathe whatever fresh air was in the !

'| mine.

The Rosko brothers were found locked
in each other’s arms. This gives the res-
cuers the belief that the men were not
killed instantly but that they were suifo-
cated by the afterdamp.

Families Look for Dead Ones.

Tamilies of the miners, who flocked to
the mouth of the shaft last night, .wal'ted
there all through the day and until after
ihe first bodies had been carried out.
With the approach of day people from
all around came in buggies and wagons
and by nightfall about 5,000 people were
clustered about the shaft. 1t was with
difficulty that they were kept back to
permit the rescuers to enter. : .

Later in the day the fans were put in
operation and fresh air forced into the
mine. The rescuers were divided into
three groups of a dozen men each. They
remained in the mine only two hours at a
time.

Covoner I. C. Foster of Jefferson County
arrived on the scene early this morning.
He could not state the cause of the trouble,
but said the disaster would be thoroughly
investigated. If all the bodies can be re-
covered by noon tomorrow it 18 p}ax;ned to
have one big funeral for the victims on
Sunday. )

State Mine Inspector Harrison and F. M.
QOsborne of Cleveland, president of the
company, arrived this afternoon and di-

rected the work of rescue. Neither would
venture to state the cause of the explosion.
Mr. Osborne said the mine would be
cleared as quickly as possible and work
resumed as soon as the State inspectors
said the mine was safe to be operated
again.

Vi .. of the Methodist Episcope
¢k _.u at East Springfield, O P P

Fraternal Orders Take Part.
John Xerr, representing the 1init:
Mine Workers ' of - America, deliver
an address and read the ritual, whi
similar duties were performed by. Pro
homas. Bell for the Odd. Fellows ar
203 §sman f{)rlthe Red Men. " Dwu

ngithe meny the ‘Daugh!
Yontag isang several-fureral:songs. .
The funeral cortege - started frem the
town hall at 1 o’clock. Each of the 12
caskets was accompanied by an escort
of 16 men, The services were not con-
cluded until 6:30 o’clock this evening.
- Since the dead have been laid 'to rest
the entire community is discussing the
catastrophe that brought sadness to
many homes in Amsterdam. On all sides
the heroi¢ labors of the men who formed
the rescuing parties and James W. Paul
of Pittsburgh, Pa. the United States
%(l)vety';xdmenlt rr;inmgt erilgineer in charge of
Y eral mine statio
'b%!tng by ey n in that city, are
was due to the work
and his assistant, J. R. Cavggagﬁ, 1:1?:%
three men—Louis Benedict, Melio Por-
cella and Paul Tobico—owe their lives to-
night. Twenty-six hours after the ex-
plosion, when the three men were slowly
dying from suffocation, it was Mr. Paul
who found them and brought them to life
and home. The recovery of these men
from the jaws of death reads like a story
in fiction. Their miraculous escape and
ltll':; labg;l% of Mx"i ]i:fa.ul are expected to
CES espread effec
e & desprea t for greater safe-

Heroic Work of Rescue.

The explosion occurred at 9:30 o’clock
Thursday night. Owing to the resultant
confusion the mine resculng station of
the government, located at Pittsburgh,
wasg not notified of the disaster until five
or s8ix hours later. ‘Then the word was
sent to Mr, Paul from the Ohio state
department of mines at Columbus, O. Mr
Paul and his assistant at once ga.thered‘
together the necessary apparatus from
the station at Pittsburgh and proceeded
here. When they reached the scene,
however, the accident was then 17 hours
g}lgd.apglax;.ag’guliha]dd?vith him 300 pounds

, inclu X
ta&}g?h?nd ?la,nkets. ng oxygen helmets,
ithin a few moments after ’
arrival he had completed alll\agrg%lgeﬁ
ments to revive any of the miners who
might -he found. a'*ve. Going into the




Steubenville,

were killed and twely

The explosion of gas
9:30 on Thursday niglt.
men were in the mine w
night shift. ]
to be dead and all others
The known dead are:

son-in-law of Smith.
CHARLES HOWAITIH,

married.

Bodies of the other maer
but the rescue party has
0 recover but one body
‘an Pedro.
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SHAFT HOUSE OF AMSTERDAM. 0., MINE

Q. April 22
dust at the Youghiogh

Of these, six

. aged 45 years,

As the result of an explosion of coal
10 coal mine at. Amsterdam. six men
Some of the mjured may die.
Four escaped from the mine by the
ki at 11 {air shaft; Kdward Jones, the mine boss:
or! alxneg l?nowlx?, John Smith, Jr., and two Italians,
may be dead.! The explosion took place in the south
- side of the mine and those in the other |

eny & Oh
€ were injured,
took place at
Twenty-two

JOE SANPEDRO, an Italian, single, | part. hearing the trouble, have evident- |

aged 22 years. v wandered ‘around and gotten lostl
JOHN SMITH, SR.. aged 50 years. and probably  are -dead from black |
JAMES M'MASTERS, aged 34 years, damp. :

bn blew off the top of the
The windows

The explosi
tipple above ‘the . shaft.
in the caboose of a passing freight
train were blown out. The fan is’
broken and can only be operated slow-
ly. - Rescue work is delayed till oxygen
caps arrive. '
’\N\M/\ANNM

1 can be seen,
not been able
that of Joe

s

|
|
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Three Are Saved

From ()hio Mine

Miners Given Up for Dead
Are Brought to Surface at
Amsterdam, Ohio.

[Special Telegram to The Dispatch.]

STEUBENVILLE, Ohio, April 23—
Tying flat on  their faces with their’

mouths close to the ground breathing in
the occasional gusts of pure air, threc
miners, after being entombed in the
Youghiogheny Coal Company’s mine at
Amsterdam, Ohio, for 27 hours, were
brought 1o the surface this morning. Ther
were barely lving and unconscious. They
will survive.

The rescued ave: ILouis Benedict. Melio
Porcella and Paul Tobaceo. All three
are foreigners.

The three miners were found in the
gouth entry of the mine where the ex-
plosion occurred and where all of the men
who were killed were at work at the time
of the disaster. The death list is now
reduced to 15. )

All of the bodies have been recovered
and are in the town hall of Amsterdam,
which has been converted temporarily
into a morgue. The bodies are covered
and only relatives and those who are

thought to be able to make identifications

are allowed to see them.

Tunerals of the victims will be held
tomorrow and Monday. )

Coroner Foster will make & formal in-
quiry into the cause of the disaster next
weelt when he and the State mine in-
spectors will take testimony in the case
at the same time.

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Lamb and mald.
)lm'mg_spent the winter in Washington, D.
., arrived In the city last night for a zhort
visit prior to their departure for Yurope.
Miss Carolyn O'Brien, a nilece of Mr. and
Mrs. Lamh, who was their guest in Wash-
ington, accompanied them heme.

———— s sa——

Heroic Work of Former Mine

L _.#]wT]r0

vith flaring headlines the Pitts-
hurg Gazette-Times of AMonday tells
of the beroic work of James . Paul,
former chief of the department of
mines of this State, who with his as-
sistant, J. R. Cavanaugh, played the
leading part in the rescue work after
the explosion of the Youghiocgheny
and Ohio Coal company mines in the
little town of Amsterdam, Qhic, last
Thursday night.

Since the dead have been laid to
rest the entire community is discus-
sing the catastrophe that breught
sadness to dozens of homes and on
all gides James W. Paul, government
mining engineer in charge, and those
who asgsisted him are being praised.

1 was due to.the hard and brave
work of Mr. Paul and his assistants
ihat three men who are well now
owe their lives. Twenty-gix hours
after the explosion. when the three
men were slowly dyving from suifoca-
tion it was Mr. Paul who found them
and brougzht them to gafety. The
rescue of these men reads like a
story in fiction.

Their mwiraculous escape and the
jabors of Mr. Paul are expected to
have a widespread effect tor greater
gafety in coal mining.

The explosion occurred at 9:80
o'clock Thursday night but owing 10
some irregularities the rescuing sta-
tion at Pittsburg was not notified
until six hours later and then Mr.

ket T Clof Paul Highly Lav

Paul gathering more than 800
poungds of apparatus composing OXy-
een helmels and othier things neces-!
gary rushed to the mine, getting
there 17 hours after the explosien.
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Pittsburgh

Man Hero ;AAz‘.

MINE VIGTING

LD T0 REST

Impressive Ceremony Marks

Burial of 15 Men Killed in
Ohio Explosion,

PITTSBURGHER IS

a

J. W. Paul, Government Expert,

Who Resuscitated Three Men
Believed to Be Dead.

SPECIAL TELEGEAM FroM
AMOS HAWK, Staff Correspondent.
“AMSTERDAM, O,

the Amsterdam mine of the Youghio-

gheny & Ohio Coal Company in this little

town last Thursday night were buried
today with impressive ceremonies. About
the same hour the other three victims
wers laid to rest at Dillonvale, O.

At this place the funeral took the form
of & beautiful tribute to the 12 men who
had died far below the earth’s surface.
Headed by coal miners from all this por-
tion of the state, Odd Fellows and Red
Men, with two bands, a parade composed
of over 5,000 persons marched to the
Union cemetery, where interment of all
was made in one long grave. The grief
of relatives and friends was pitiful, while
the crush about the grave resulted in
several women fainting.

The grave, 35 feet in length, was parti-
ally roped off for the benefit of the fami-
lies of the vigtims. To the right of them
the 12 caskets were placed side by side
and the lids were raised as the people
filed solemnly by. The service at the
cemetery was in charge of the Rev. R.
L. Houston of the Amsterdam -
terlan church anad the Rerv.

PRAISED

April 24.—Twelve of
the 15 miners killeg by the explosion in

while Mr, Paul had wrapped the bodies
in warm blankets. It was found that
Benedict was in better shape than Por-
cella or Tobico. Benedict's eyes were
opened soon after treatment was admin-
istered, but he could not use his arms
gx{ limbs, while power of speech had left
m.

In the case of the other two men it
was believed that they were dead. Mr.
Paul worked for almost an hour and was
finally rewarded when a spark of return-
ing life was discernible.

‘When the men had been resuscitated
sufficiently to warrant removal to the
surface they were taken to a shanty near
the mouth of the pit where bricks had
been heated under the directions from the
Pittsburgh engineer. These were applied
to various parts of the men’s bodies. Soon
all three showed signs of returning intel-
lect and immediately started to fight the
engineers in an effort to prevent the fur-
ther administering of oxygen. Two hours
later all three men were fully recovered
except that all were weak from their ter-
rible experience.

In all probability the three. men
would have died within a short time
had not the Pittsburgh engineer been
present to treat them. Benedict, a more
robust man than his companions, “would
have probably lived an hour. Porcella
and Tobico were about gone when found
and it required the utmost skill to resus-
citate them.

Lesson Taught by Disaster.

An examination of the bodies of the
15, men who met their death in the mine
showed that a majority of them could
have been saved had there been rescuing
apparatus on the scene within a few
hours after the catastrophe.

Not one of the bodies was burned. All
were found huddled close to the floor of
the mine and the features of all showed
that they had finally succumbed to the
slow and tortuous death produced by
suffocation.

This fact has excited the utmost in-
terest in mining circles of Ohio. The
conclusion reached by experts and miners,
is that every mine should be compelled
by law to equip the workings with up-to-
date mining rescue apparatus such as is
used by the United States government
under the direction of the Pittsburgh
men. It is the belief here that had the
mine officials been in possession of oxy-
gen helmets practically all of the men
caught in the explosion.would have been
brought to the surface alive.

On all sides the adding of this life sav-
ing feature to the mining industry is be-
ing discussed. Nor g the discussion con

fined to the experts and miners. The
families of the men who work under the
around have taken a far greater interest
in the matter. It is the widows and the
many children suddenly made orphans by

Ao,

mine disasters who probably are
pelled to hear the most
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