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Prospector
Survives Fall
In Mine Shaft

BY BEN WINSLOW
SPECIALTO THE TRIBUNE
CEDAR CITY — An Ivins man
prospecting in a remote part
Southwesicen Utch oo 6y milos
west of here is in critical cond
tion afte faling 100 feet down a
it and spending cold Fri
day mgh\ alone in the dark at the
bottom

Todd Mecks, 36, was checking
out mines near the Utah-Nevada
line Friday afternoon and appar.
ently foundane good prospeet
aecoring o lon eri

Meeks.

ing o climb dumn the shaf w

e slipped and fell about 100

n-«x m.u;,p
older

s
e Utah on Fri
day le-k: lay at the bottom of
the m

the mine s loated s remote and
 here probably
or miles when Meeks

t he could
have been at the Bottom for a3
long as 24 hours before rescue
workers ifted him out
When Meeks did not show up.
o s..nm v, his wife called a
friend, Steven DeLong
“ decided to o ouf looking or
im, 1 ran into a fellow fin the
e Meeks' wite thought
her husband hadgone] who sord
he told Mecks where some mines
were. We went up th

found Meeks' pickup tr
Long said

Delong climbed down th shaft
of a_mine the truck and
found Mecks at the bottom, He

covered his badly injured friend
with a coat and then climbed out

search and rescue
Sp day afternoon
paling Mesks out of the shar
trying not to further injure him

ken arm. a broken leg and his in
sides were probably hurt, too. He
wasin bad shape.” But Mecks was
alert

Aer his rescue, Meeks w

n by helicopter to the Umwmh
Medical Center in Las Vogas
riving early n the evening on Sat
urday

‘Abandoned mine shafts so
times cause problems in Utah
‘There are nearly 20,000 of them
across the state. Less than 2,000
of these abandoned mines have
been closed by the Utah Oil, Gas
and Miniog Division since’ the
mine reclamation program begin
16 years ago.
Utah authorities get six to 10
reports of people trapped in
_mines each year, but the last per-
S3on 1o die i one of theee shats
“was 1-year-old Jeremiah Ether.
ington who fell 600 fect down the

no

day rescue operation by Tooele
County Steriff's Search and Res

e had to be abandoned when
Serews determined the shaft was

eretly with other family members
and brought the teen’s body up.
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