News
by Hlancestry’

The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) - 28 Sep 1989, Thu - Page 3
Downloaded on Jul 8, 2021

By ROB WELLS
Associated Press
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just two days. “It's just one of those things
that will happen to miners as long as we
work underground.”

He was operating a coal-cutting machine
when a section of the roof fell about 6:30
p.m. Five other men were in the mine at
the time of the cave-in, but they were in an

try. “It was just one of those freak acci-
dents.”

Coleman was extricated about 11:30
p.m.,, said David Phillips, director of the
state Department of Mines and Minerals
office in Pikeville.

“He (Coleman) told me, ‘I drank a
whole thermos of coffee while I was wait-
ing for you to come and get me,’ " Phillips
said.

“It's very refreshing to receive a call
that you've got somebody under a roof fall
and are able to get a man out alive,” Phil-
lips said. “It's very satisfying.”

Coleman was examined by emergency

'Pike coal miner trapped by roof fall is rescued unharmed

unstable roof and a pile of debris 25 feet
said.

tions,” he said. “That's why it took so long. «
1 had to make sure it was safe enough for «
my rescue team.”

The mine has been closed pending a rou-
tine review by state mine safety investiga-

1989 Herman Coleman rescued from KY mine roof fall after 5 hours

Clipped By:

usmra_rob
Thu, Jul 8, 2021

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



	1989 Herman Coleman rescued from KY mine roof fall after 5 hours

