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 Cause sought

for collapse
that killed 5

FAIRVIEW, W.Va. (AP) — A hear-
ll;ionwhdh-imtda 10,000-ton coal

scratching their heads.
Department of Energy deputy di-
rector Bart Clay said from

ville. He is survived by a wife and two

children.
“An official with the Federal Mine
tion

underneath the 40-foot pile to dump
the coal onto a conveyor belt.

However, “witnesses claim they
hadn’t run the feeder system under
the part where the men went
lhmugh." Clay told the Clarksburg te-

station. “That’s not qmte
clear

Clay said the on-site hearing would

—continue today and he hoped further
testimony would shed more hght on
the cause of the accident.

“Their weight might have col-
lapsed the pile,” MSHA spokesman
John McGrath said Friday. “There
might have been a void existing in the
pile from some time earlier when coal
was drawn off the bottom. But that's
Jjust one possibility.” .

All five men were pronounced
dead al the scene after frantically-
digging workers pulled them from the
coal pile, authorities said. The victims
were inspecting a cylindrical stacker
outside Consolidation’s Loveridge
preparation plant when the accident
occurred just before 11 a.m.

The other victims were identified

- as Joseph E. Dunn, 50 of Pittsburgh;
Roger B. Alke, 36 of Morgantown;

Ronald Bell, 39 of Fairmont and.

David Kovach, 41 of Fairmont.

. Company officials had speculated
i after the accident that a
“space” might have caused the pile to
shift and cause the coal slide. Mine
safely officials said, however, that
controls were activated accidentally
starting a_conveyor into motion un-
derneath the stockpile.

McGrath said that both theories
are being investigated.

The accident occurred on a free-
standing storage pile of raw coal at
the preparation plant site, McGrath
said Friday. Consolidation Coal offi-
cials said the coal pile was 40 to 50
feet high and contained about 10,000
tons of coal.

“It wasn't inside a silo or any kind
of enclosure as we originally
thought,” McGrath said. “The coal
comes out of the mine on a conveyor
belt and goes into a stacker, a vertical
structure that eveniy spreads it out
around the pile.”

Beneath the plle is a draw-off tun-
nel where the coal drops on its way to
the preparauon plant for cleaning and
shipping, he said.

“The five people walked onto the
pile to examine the stacker because it
was damaged,” McGrath said. “While
they were on the pile, the pile began

" collapsing and engulfed the five men.”

1986 Loveridge Stockpile Collapse NEWS2

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Nov 17,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



