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Collapse of coal pile in West Virginia kills five

The workers, standing
atop a bin, were
suffocated when a
colleague accidentally
opened a hatch,

Associated Press

FAIRVIEW, W.Va. — A hatch
underneath a huge bin of coal was
opened accidentally Thursday,

and five workers standing atop
pile suffocated as tons of the finely
processed coal collapsed and en-
gulfed them, authorities said.

The five men did not suffer
bruises or broken bones, but could
not_breathe because the coal
packed in around them, said
g Al
¢ just kept s on to)
of them,” he said. P

The pile collapsed when a work-
er threw a switch that simulta-
neously started an adjacent con-
veyor and opened a door at the
bottom of the bin, said John
McGrath of the federal Mine Safe-

the ty and Health Admini

course, the coal began to move, en-
g\dﬁngthoﬁ;;m,"hauid.

officials said they 36,

their own investi-

'.gwn .nﬁwg:fn Kvederis of the

eomgmy said it would be “prema-

to comment on rath’s
account.

Rescue crews dug tnnticnlly

the eul

identified three of

which was investigating acei-
dent at the Comhdnud Conl Co.
“When that happened, of

the victims as Joseph E. Dunn, 50,
of Pimbmih, senior d
ager; Joseph W. Leo

Murgmmwn, assistant prapa.rl—
tion nfngmeer and Roger B. Alke,

er em loyees.

The state mlmslg dlvuwn was

nt.h said liminary re-

supervisor,
The ot.her t.wo victims worked

dicated that a catwalk
ho]dmg the men collapsed, but
Kvederis said they were on the coal

for of Fair-
mont, which identified them as
R'énal!(d Bel:l, 32,1 engineer, nmzl Da-
vid Kovac vice president,
both of Fairmont, H

The five ll:‘\endhad been inspect-
mg an overhead conveyor system
in the bin, Kvederis suu?.l, &

After the mldent company of-
ficials and sheriff’s deputies pre-
vented reporters from entering the
mining complex to speak with oth-

kpile itself when the accident

“The men had climbed atop the
coal pile to inspect the conveyor
system when it collapsed, trapping
them,” Kvederis said.

Before the report that the door
was accidentally opened, Kvederis
said the collapse could have been
caused by a “a space” or pocket
left as successive batches of coal
are funneled into the storage bins.

also i
had inspectors atr the scene of ﬂn
accident.

The Loveridge operation OWN
bines a mine and preparation

lant, according to the Keystone
Coal Industry Manual. Emplqu
ment in recent years
high as 690 at the mine an 59-‘
the prepaunon plant, the directo'.
Ty said.

The three Consolidation em~
ployees were company enamson.
Kvederis said. The other two vic-
tims worked for an outside con-.
tractor, he sai
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