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9 more
bodies
found in
mine fire

The Associated Press

ORANGEVILLE, Utah — A
search team discovered the bodies
of nine more miners late yesterday,
bringing to 22 the number of work-
ers killed following a smoky mine
fire that erupted three days ago, of-
ficials said.

Five miners were still unaccount-
ed for and believed dead.

“We believe there will be no survi-
vors,” said Emery Mining Company
spokesman Robert Henrie. “They
are looking for the bodies. It could
be several more hours before those
bodies are located.”

The miners — 26 men and one
woman — were trapped Wednesday
when fire broke out as they tried to
break a one-day production record
at the Wilberg Mine, operated by
Emery Mining for Utah Power &
Light.

Thirteen bodies were found Fri-
day, but the fire flared up again ear-
ly yesterday, and rescuers were not
able to get back into the mine until
yesterday afternoon.

Then they advanced rapidly, and,
finding the air clearing, hopes re-
vived that some of the trapped min-
ers might still be alive.

But late yesterday they found
more bodies in a work area.

“An attempt was made to estab-
lish a barricade,” Henrie said.

Asked how long they might have
lived, he said, “We don't expect it

See BODIES, Page A-10
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9 more bodles found in mine; toll hits 20

MINE
ENTRANCE

FROM PAGE A-1

was ve z

Emery Mining President Neal

Savage told the families Ihﬂl AII the
were believed

miners were
working when the fire broke out. It
appeared they had pot tried to es-
cape and had not gone into the safety
ber, Henrie said

“It would appear it happened quite
quickly. They were not in real clase
proximity, bat mdnumegu-!al
area,” he said

Breathing apparatus was in the

area where the bodies were found,
l-inlmedllkelkyhdnlungn

10 form a seal over the but
it was not successful

Crews were guing to continue to
remove the bodies before they un-
dertook a full-scale effort to contain
the fire, he said.

A flarc-up of the fire that trapped

Wednesda

—_|Orangeville ||
Mine Disaster| -

of smoky tunnels earlier yesterday.
Fans cleared most of the smoke, but
visibility was about 30 feet yester-

Earlier plans ta drill a “long shot

-y
Map shows location of air shaft being drilled by rescuers.

tunnel from the adjacent Little Dove
Mine directly into the deep moun-
tain chamber were set aside as res-

A coal-black Christmas
in Carbon County, Utah

By Jomes Costes
Cricago Triann

HUNTINGTON, Utah — The Wilberg mine disaster
has cast its pall over Christmas preparations in this
tightly knit mining town

, mothers, fathers, children, and other rela-
tives of the 27 inside the mine gathered at headquarters
the mine,

, 58, of four sons, spent her time
bringing food to the anxious relatives, who were kept
secluded in a conference room

mm-nymwmuammcnnm
rolls, submarine sandwiches, pizzas, and tacos when the
re]lumdurlyhdnuhulfarlwd Handley began
crying and explained

|m-ahbnnm-mzme,mgmmhmm
1 fost one son in the [Emery] Deer Creek
another son was 5o badly burt [in another Emery cnal

leﬂntiurlmmm

g9t 10 keep going, so | bring them food. They
ot it, mu:ey-ummn.vem-nmmwp

shnumlmberwnhmumy-nmkdn
a8 26 when mine rol colapsed, and 4 year-old Fred
was badly injured in a similar accident, her two

sons, Greg, 30, and Paul, 35, were on the rescue crews at
lll:WIJhr‘mln!
“Al one time 1 had four boys in the mines,” Handley

“1 had one son on every shift and there never
as peace. Bvery time I heard the ambelances go by
!rllll.lu:m died”

Mining is dangerous, she said, “but what else is a boy

Pt proto
Francy Handley, who brought food to miners’
Sfamilies as they awaited the news.

to do here. When a boy gets to be 18 in Carbon
County, huh-lnhdlmm!hlnlmtbemmuwhem
10 leave the count
o quesion -t it, coal mining s a hazardous
Mining spokesma

mmumu.ulmhuum-nm
coumy society, where life is 15 operat-
ing coal mines that P ars il s far- ik
as Mlinois.
For the management elle — the arstocracy i the
e Hestingien, and Catis

e o e A G s (ot o B
lll.!Tﬂv&pruldInl production for the entire Em-
company, and David Bocook, 41, chief of the 350-
nn-;mumnuwm.m
nearby were the bodies of four other
mhdllm of the lucrative longwall mining
o that the company considers crucial to profit-
ability.
Longwall mining uses conveyor belts to move coal
rapdlyfor wp 102 mile from an nderground coa seam

vmmmm-lmmnnml_uwm
lenrie conceded that when the fire started the
the

early in the crisis whether the

executives were running the conveyor belts too quickly,
thereby causing a bearing to overheat and ignite coal in
the mine.
Peppered with questions about whether the race to
set a longwall record caused the deaths, Hearie retorted:
“That's outrageous.”

the ordeal, the tension permeated life in
this snow-loeked town of 200 families in Utah's predomi-
vantly Mormon back countey.

mwmmmﬂmmm

timlumybemglobeyw

Remaining miners believed dead

cuers moved more quickly down the
main tunnel

Kathy Riddle, whose's 28-year-old
husband, Kelly, was among those

“If you didn't have a little
reserve of guarded
optimism, | don’t think
you could do this job. A
rescue effort always
proceeds with the hope
that survivors will be
found."

— federal mining official

John McGrath

———— e

trapped in the mine, said she was
angered by assurances (rom mine
officials

“Instead of just saying ‘o com-
ment.’ they'll tell you things are fine.

Well, things are not fine,” she said

Just like last night. in an bour and a
half they should have been out Well
they haven't made any
There's hot coals, they're backing
out. You don't know what o be-
lieve.”

In sddition to e S i
coal tunnel, drill
rort ooyt mpo!
the mountain and from Little Dove,
with mixed results, Hearie said. By
late afternoon, workers drilling the
Rorisota ai hole (rom Litte Dove

et from the safe
oo

Little progress was made over-
night on a vertical hole being drilled
to the chamber from the top of

East Mountain be- |
said.

cause of the cold weather, be

Henrie said federal officials had
ordered workers not (o e any
of the bodies because “of the limited
‘amount of time to recover any of the
survivors.”

The fire, believed to have been
caused by an overheated bearing in
a conveyor belt, erupted as the
workers were mining a 12-foot-thick

Robert Hearie

A changeable schodule

seam of coal in the mine eight miles
north of Orangeville and 150 miles
southeast of Salt Lake city.

One member of that group es
caped. A fire alarm alerted 90 work
ers elsewhere in the mine and they
evacuated safely.

Safety neglected, says union

Record production goal cited

The Associated Press
WASHINGTON, DC. —

‘miners and trapped 14 others un-
derground
rescue workers fought dust

and fiying coal in the mine near
Orangeville, union President
Richard Trumka called attempts
by mining companies io sel short-
term production records “an un-
acceplable race toward death

“Safety becomes an after-
thought and miners are killed,"
Trumka Lold a Washington news
conference. He said he was “not
sure at this time” how much the
production drive contributed to
the fire.

“1 would say in some way it
contributed,” Trumka said. “How

might survive the
they could rig a fire barrier.

“Very, very unusual’
Displaying

usual situation.”

Three entries is more common,
and “mine workers believe it
takes four entries to be safe” be-
caume they provide e escape
routes, be sa

In longwall operations,
nel is allowed o fall in after the
coal has been removed and the
miners have moved 10 a new

working area. In other designs,
columns of coal remain standing
10 prevent collapse.

Trumka said the union general-
Iy had sought four entries in mine
construction but not at the Wil-
berg Mine. He said a “return es-
capeway” was “completely im-
passable because it had caved
in"

Trumka said the Wilberg
mine's accident rate in 1982 was
three times the national average.
He said it exceeded the average
in 1983 and so far in 1984

“1 would have 1o say, to me,
that mine to that extent was not
operating the way it should laop:
erating,” Truml
had safety complaints from our
members "

He did not detail those com-
plaints. He said a recent inspec-
tion had found dust concentra-
tions 70 percent above
permissible levels.
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