News S Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) - Thu, Oct 4, 1979 - Page 1
by <lancestry

] Downloaded on Nov 20, 2025
https://www.newspapers.com/image/206088793/

Sex-bias suit winner
mine cave-in victim

OSCEOLA MILLS, Pa. (AP) — A central
Pennsylvania woman who filed a sex descrim-
ination suit to get her job as a coal miner be-
came the first U.S. woman killed in an under-
ground mine accident, officials said.

Marilyn McCuster, 35, of Coalport, died of
asphyxiation and shock Tuesday after a rock
ceiling collapsed in a shaft of a Rushton Min-
ing Co. mine near this Centre County commu-
nity, deputy coroner Robert Trump said.

Walter Vicinelly, commissioner of Pennsyl-
vania’s office of deep mine safety, said Ms.
McCuster is only the second woman ever
killed in a U.S. coal mining accident. The first
was several years ago at a Kentucky surface
mine operation, he said.

Ms. McCuster was one of four women who
filed suit in federal court two years ago, say-
ing Rushton Mining illegally bypassed them
for jobs, Centre County Judge Richard Sharp
said Wednesday night. All four women got
jobs, he said.

Ms. McCuster, a roof bolter’s helper, was
pronounced dead on arrival at nearby Phi-
lipsburg State General Hospital, Trump said.
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