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Hours Were

Slow, Heavy

For Mine Vietims’ Kin

By VERNON A. GUIDRY JR
CALUMET, La. (AP) — Wil

bm-Jenhmhadonl 40 min-

tues to work 'I‘uuday night be-
fore climbing on the shaft ele-
vator deep in the Belle Isle salt
mine caverns, Then, he would
head home to the wife and kids.
But, suddenly, fire at the

ba:: of the shaft blocked his|walls,

pa
His pregnant wife expected
him at their Abbeville,

home by 2 a.m. Hours pund
until finally at 8 am., she
called the mine headquarlers at
Calumet. She was shocked to
learn her husband was one of
21 men trapped 1200 feet un-

der .
Mundmd and fifty miles
away, Mrs. John .Jenkins lis-

tened to a radio at Westville,
., and heard of the disaster.
The Belle Isle mine? Her son
works there, A telephone call
confirmed he was trapped.

She had always felt her son's
work was dangerous. ‘‘But,”
she said, "'you are never ready
for news like that."

LONG DRIVE

A hard, 16%-hour drive
brought Mrs. Jenkins and her| until
husband to Calumet, a swampy
hamlet with little more than the
Cargill office and a small bar
with a loud juke-box. Up the
road is a service station and

restaurant,

Here, the Jenkins family ga-
thered with some 70 other per
sons, mostly relatives of the zl
entombed miners. Some waited
stoically; others with tears in
the tin, barn-like shed convert-
ed to a col-filled shelter by the
Red Cross at the Cargill dock.

"Wevo all got the same thing

our minds — it's a living
hell X the clder Mrs. Jenkins,
daughter of a coal miner, said
as she waited.

She recalled that her 26-year-
old son had resisted family ad-
vice that he leave the job he
held for four years. Bud, as he
was called by the family, op-
erated a front loader in the
mine — a bulldozer-like ma-
chine that scoops up salt blut-
ed from the towering cavern

The younger Jenkins had two
children. His young wife, thin
,|and tired as she paced the shel-
ter, is expecting a third.

HOURS ARE SLOW

Hours passed slowly until Fni-
day morning. Called together
they heard the news from a
Cargill official, whose voice
choked, as he said:

“I can not repeat this but
once. It is tragic news. 'llley
found 16 bodies in the mine.”

asps, screams and tears
clnlled the air. The Jenkins’
family reacted like many who
were at the time unsure wheth-
er they would be called on to
mourn or give thanks. No one
knew who the 16 victims were,
so there was still reason to

ut. only three hours
Ku'rlble news ume.
cold end complete, All the men
were dead.

Nurses sent to the scene aft-
er the first announcement ad-
ministered sedatives to many
women. Those not overcome be-
gan to drift, dazed, to their au-
-| tomobiles. Some stayed to help
others,

It was now 60 hours after Bud
was due home. He would never
return.

In the grief - stricken atmos-
phere that enveloped the shed,
the young wife could only sit
and sob. The mother repeated
over and over:

“Oh my God, my son, my
SO!I,"
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