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Three Died

Black Damp' Survivor
In Good' Condition

Richard Cappell, 20, of Lavelle, . removed about 12:30 p.m.
who miraculously escaped death They were rushed to the Ash-
Saturday afternoon after being | land Hospital where the three vic-
trapped in an accumulation of gas tims were pronounced dead by Dr.
in an independent mine operation Carl F. Reichwein, of Ashland,

near Lavelle, was reported in During rescue operations, State
“good” condition today at Ashland Mine Inspectors at the scene,
Hospital. issued a call for additional oxy-

gen equipment to Shenandoah and
Frackville. Officials of the Shen-
andoah Fire Department dispatch-
ed the emergency equipment and
William Guers, fire chief . G. Wil-
bur Knott and Connie Reese, went
to the mine to assist with the res-
cue work.

Three other co-workers were
killed by the gas, known among
miners as “black damp.” They
are William Metzinger and Frank
Schaffer 30, both of Locustdale,
and Clayton Maurer, 62 of Mowry.

Donald Metzinger, 32, owner of
the mining operation, was stricken
during the rescue operations and
rushed to the Ashland State Hos-
pital and his condition was also
described as “good” by hospital
authorities.

Trapped In Drift
The four men were trapped in a

drift in the side of the mountain
near Lavelle. This type of mining
operation has the appearance of a
long tunnel cut into the mountain.

An electric locomotive, known.The victims were trapped in the
mine shortly after 8:30 a.m. Sat-
urday and the last of the four was (Continued on Page 7)
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