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HERBIN Ill (UPI) - Reume{

dnn-shnttered coal mlno ﬂlg!,‘
land said there were no survivors
among the 11 men tnppﬂl below.

llulldled at Air Velt

William ermm.—mtmiﬁme;
dlrector of mines and minerals,

said most of the dead miners
{were found at the end of a 500-
|foot tunnel, huddled near an air
vent 168 feet below ground.

The men of the second shift of
the Blue Blaze Mine Co.’s No. 2
mine apparently never had a
'eha@ner-whwnﬂmﬂoiﬂr erupted |

|With-a roar Wednesday night, |

Despite the obvious slim od
a life-line of rescue workers b
|dened with oxygen ‘tanks
risked death in searching f any:
possible survivors, '

The explosion site :
miles northwest of Herrin and a
mile from the smaller communi-
ty of Carterville. Herrin is 90

miles southeast of St Louis,

1962 Blue Blaze explosion NEWS

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Mar 28, 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



Newspapers
b/voblancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/531703425/

The Berkshire Eagle (Pittsfield, Massachusetts) - Thu, Jan 11,1962 -

Page 2

Downloaded on Mar 28, 2025

d to. Depressed Area

The Blue Blaze mine had been
called a blessing when it opened
in the economically depressed II-
linois region called “Little Egypt”
six months ago. But shortly after

ing ball of hot, black smoke
welled - fron it

Pieces of shredded timber and
mangled steel fell from the
smoke, The window of an auto
30 yards from the pithead was

68 p.m., CST, Wednesday, a chok-

shattered.

Death underground was no
stranger to the people who wait-
ed above.

119 Died in 1951

At West Frankfort, Ill., scarce-
ly 20 miles away from the Blue
Blaze mine, 119 men died when
the New Orient Coal Mine blew
up on Dec, 22,:1951. At nearhy

Centralia, Ill., 111 miners died in

another coal mine explosion,
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