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Tests for cas wore wmade occasionally with a permissible flame
safoty lamp in the air shaft and ;as was detected at the bottom of the
air shaft at the »ilot holej owever, tests for ras were not made on
June 256 nrior to the (KUIOSl on and there was no flame safcty lamp in
Lhe ahefb a2t the time of the oxnlosion.

The five men who woere engaced in removing a platform to make

nreparation for mucking were 27 fcot from the bottom of the shaft,
Theon - the nlatform was removed, three men sntercd the bucket to be lowercd
+o the bottom of the shaft., hile the bucket wes suspended about 27

teel above the shaft bottom, two men remained on the asmall »latform
which was also about 27 fect above tan bottom of the shaft. The
clectric lirhts which were about 20 feel above the bucket and nlatform
were loweredsy one of the men who was standing on the platform was undlng
the cabhle, and thc other mon was doing the sirnalling. -“Jhen the 1(ctrlc
lizhts reached the location vhore the large platform had becon removed,
the exvlosion occurred,

The zxrlosion occurrced about 27 feet from the botton of the
shaft. According to at least thrcc of the injured employecs, the pas
was 1gn1tru oithcr by one of the 1irht bulbs burstlno or by a defective
light socket with bhare spots in the wiring causins a spark or an arc.
After thcir rescue, the injured porsons wore walking around on the surface
~arparently not too seriously injurcd.
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1DATIONS

1., The fan should b2 opcrated continuously excent when the
zha 't is-swt dowm with all men on the surface.. In such event, after
the fan has heen startod, the shaft should be examincd for pgas and other
hazaras and mﬂdo safc before men, other than the cxamincrs, sre nermitted
in the shaft,

-2, IFreeuent inspections for mcthane should be made in the
shaft 2urine cach workin, shift,

3. Open clectric incandcscent lamrs should not be used for
illumination in the shaft, unless Lhwey are of the -approved type.

Li. A firc boss should mokc an examination of this shaft bofore
othcr men arc permitted to enter and his finding should be rucordod.

F. The foremen should have certificates of competoncy issued
hy the Yest Virginia Department of Mines,

6. The vent tobing should be extonded at least & feoct of
the bottom of thie shaft,
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T« ALY workmen and other persons in-the shaft should use only
nermissible electric cap lamps for portable illumination.

This information is fyom the full report by

E. E. Cuenon
John Zeleskey
T C. Higgins
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COAL FATALITY
McDOWELL COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
OLGA COAL CO.

OLGA #2-#05333
JUNE 26, 1952

Mr. Fred A. Campbell, Virgil H. Christian, Ulyasus C. Dash and Paul
Thompson were killed in a underground explosion accident. They died
June 26, 1952 at 5:30 p.m. Mr. Campbell is survived by a widow and
4 children. Mr. Christian is survived by a widow and 7 children.

Mr. Dash is survived by a widow and 5 children. Mr. Thompson is
survived by a widow and 1 child.
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