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DOCTOR FALLS
125 FT. DURING
MINE RESCUE

Hurt As Cable Snaps;
Iowa Miner Saved.

By Louis Cook. jr.
iRrgutsr Buff Writer. )

CENTERVILLE. IA. — A
m i n e r trapped 125 feet
underground was released by
his fellow workers Tuesday
afternoon a few hours after
a doctor was critically in-
jured in a plunge down the
mine shaft.

The miner. Eugene Welch. «0. j
Mystic, underwent amputation of I
his right leg below the knee fol-
lowing his rescue by fellow
miners about 2 p. m.

Dr. C. L. Richey, 1». was
In "very critical condition '

from multiple fractures suf -
fered when the cable b{oke on
a cage In which he was being
lowered Into the mine to aid
Welch.
Welch’s leg was drawn into the

cutting chain on a coal-cutting
machine at 10:45 a. m. while he
was working in the Blue Flame
coal mine a mile south of Plano
and about six mile? west of here.

Trouser I-eg Caught.
Welch was a member of a crew

taking out coal about 1.200 feet
west of the foot of the 125-foot
shaft when he waa Injured.

The men were working In a
•pace 28 Inches high when
Welch’s trouser leg caught In
the endless chain w blch Is used
to cut Into the vein of coal.
The first that his fellow work-

ers knew of his plight was a
shout to ''shut her off."

One of the mine operators.
George Hunt, crawled 35 feet on
his hands and knees to the switch
operating the electric cutter.

Sent for Doctor.
"Get me out of here." Welch

begged. His right leg had been
drawn between the cutting teeth
on the chain and the coal vein.

Welch asked Hunt to reverse
the chain. Hunt refused, tear-
ful that the teeth would cut
the leg off.
Hunt called all 15 men working

in the mine to the aid of the
trapped man and sent a miner to
call for a doctor.

Dr. Richey answered the call,
arriving at the mine shortly be-
fore noon.

He stepped on the platform of
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